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WATCHES VS WARNINGS ASSOCIATED WITH HURRICANES
· A HURRICANE WATCH issued for your part of the coast indicates the possibility that you could experience hurricane conditions within 36 hours.

· A HURRICANE WARNING issued for your part of the coast indicates that sustained winds of at least 74 mph are expected within 24 hours or less.
· A FLASH FLOOD WATCH means a flash flood is possible in the area; stay alert. 
· A FLASH FLOOD WARNING means a flash flood is imminent. Take immediate action! 
· A TROPICAL STORM WARNING may be issued when winds of 55 73 miles an hour (48-63 knots) are expected. If a hurricane is expected to strike a coastal area, gale or storm warnings will not usually precede hurricane warnings. 

· A TORNADO WATCH means that conditions are favorable for the development of tornadoes.  

· A TORNADO WARNING means that a tornado has been identified on Doppler radar or has been sighted.  Take immediate action!
When a HURRICANE WATCH is issued:  Review and be ready to activate your Family Disaster Plan.  Initiate protective measures, especially those actions that require extra time such as securing a boat, leaving a barrier island, etc.  Ensure that your Disaster Supply Kit is fully stocked.
When a HURRICANE WARNING is issued:  Stay tuned to the radio or television for weather updates.  

If no evacuation has been ordered:

· Contact your emergency contact person to report your plans.

· Keep children and pets indoors.
· Ensure you have cash and that your car has a full tank of fuel in case you must later evacuate.
· Ensure you have a battery-powered radio nearby.
What to do outside:

· Make sure all windows are protected with shutters or plywood.

· Store away light-weight objects, which could become missiles in high winds.
· Anchor down objects that cannot be brought inside.
· If you are in a mobile home, check your tie-downs and evacuate immediately.
What to do inside:

· For drinking water, fill food-grade containers with water from your tap and place them in the refrigerator.  Bottled water is a convenient alternative to this method.

· For sanitary use, thoroughly clean the bathtub with bleach and fill with water. 
· Place all valuables and records in a waterproof container and store on the highest floor of your home. 
If an evacuation is ordered:

· Determine, to the best of your ability, if you can indeed reach your evacuation destination and leave in plenty of time to get there.

· Turn off all utilities, such as water and electricity.
· Pack your Disaster Supply Kit plus extra blankets and sleeping bags.
· Call your emergency contact person to report your plans.
· Lock the windows and doors of your home before leaving.
· Tune your car radio to a news station to hear updates on evacuation routes.
· Be sure to follow the recommended evacuation routes to avoid flooded roads and washed out bridges.  
· Don’t forget your pets!
· Beware of high winds and flooding.
In a mobile home: 

· Leave your mobile home immediately and seek shelter elsewhere.

If relocating to an evacuation shelter:

· Be advised that most shelters do not allow pets.
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