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ICING
With fall and winter rapidly approaching, it seems only right that we take a moment to address icing. In order for structural icing to occur, two ingredients are necessary: moisture and sub-freezing temperatures. Other types of icing (induction, carburetor, etc) can occur in temperatures well above freezing and with no visible moisture, but we won’t dive into those in this reading.
There are three types of icing: rime, mixed, and clear. Clear icing is the most dangerous because of how heavy it is and how difficult it is to remove.  Frost is not actually classified as a type of icing, but it certainly can affect the aircraft both on the ground and in flight. 
There are four intensities of icing: trace, light, moderate, and severe. The most frequently reported intensity is light.
Icing, whether structural or otherwise, causes increased weight, decreased lift, and increased drag on the aircraft. None of these is conducive to flying. The only good icing is NO icing.
We’ve got you covered on our MEF/DD 175-1. Our hazards cover 150NM, so pay close attention to the remarks when we’re forecasting icing this fall/winter.

[bookmark: _GoBack]HURRICANE CENTRAL
We are into the last two months of hurricane season, and overall, it has been a quiet one…..at least for us. We did have a couple of scares. Remember Tropical Storm Erika back in late August? We published tropical updates on Erika, and heading into the weekend, we thought Ft Rucker might be affected. But Erika dissipated early Saturday morning, a threat to no one.
In late September, had our eyes on another area of low pressure in the southwest Caribbean. While this one never developed tropically, it did bring us some much-needed rainfall as it tracked into the northern Gulf of Mexico.
So how are we doing this hurricane season? So far, we have had 11 total storms. There have been 8 tropical storms, 2 hurricanes, and 1 tropical depression.
NOAA and Colorado State updated their tropical forecasts a few weeks ago. NOAA is now predicting 6-10 named storms, 1-4 hurricanes, and 0-1 major hurricanes. Colorado State revised their prediction to 8 named storms, 2 hurricanes, and 1 major hurricane. They both busted….go figure!

ALABAMA TORNADO FACTS
Tornadoes have occurred in every month.
Most tornadoes move southwest to northwest.
Over 90% of Alabama tornadoes are EF2 or weaker.
In the Northern Hemisphere, most tornadoes spin counterclockwise.
Flying debris is what gives a tornado its dark color.
FALL SEVERE
As most of you probably know, fall is our secondary severe weather peak here in south Alabama. Believe it or not, November is the third most active month for tornadoes. From 1950-2013, a total of 240 tornadoes have been reported in the month of November. 
Why is November so active? Like springtime, November is a time of transition, so we often get a clash of air masses. When warm, humid air meets cooler, drier air, bad things tend to happen. 
Whenever a cold front approaches our area, we’re always on the lookout for a squall line. Squall lines develop well ahead of the front, and thunderstorms along these lines often turn severe. 
Be sure you and your family have identified a safe room, stocked a supply kit, and have an emergency action plan for tornadoes and other natural disasters. 
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