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Products & Services

FRWXOPS Provides:
Weather Briefings
Resource Protection 
Observing 
PMSV
Climatology
Seasonal Weather Briefings
You name it, we do it!



Hours of Operation

Observing/Forecasting (KOZR)
01L Monday – 01L Saturday, excluding federal 

holidays

Contact 26 OWS for after-hours support
DSN 331-2651/2652/2653
COMM 318-529-2651/2652/2653
 https://26ows.us.af.mil

Request DD 175-1 thru JET 
No account needed



Specification/Amendment Criteria

26 OWS NWS FRWXOPS

≥ 1500 / 3 ≥ 3000 / 5 ≥ 1500 / 3

< 1500 / 3 < 2000 / 3 ≥ 1000 / 3

< 600 / 1 1/2 < 1000 / 3 < 1000 / 3

< 200 / 1/2 < 600 / 2 < 700 / 2

< 200 / 1/2 < 600 / 1 1/4

< 500 / 1

<300/ 1/2

< 200 / 1/4

Be careful when shopping!



The Partnership

26 OWS issues KOZR TAF

FRWXOPS collaborates 

FRWXOPS issues 
MEF & DD 175-1 

WWAs



The Process



Products

Mission 
Execution 

Forecast (MEF)

DD 175-1 (-1) DD 175-1 
Continuation Sheet 

(-2)



Products

AM PM N1
Issued: 0500L (CDT)
Issued: 0445L (CST)

Issued: 1045L (CDT)
Issued: 1015L (CST)

Issued: 1715L (CDT)
Issued: 1630L (CST)

Valid: 0630-1300L Valid: 1300-1930L Valid: 1930-0230L

MEF MEF MEF

DD 175-1 DD 175-1 DD 175-1

Continuation Sheet Continuation Sheet ***

Planning Data Planning Data Planning Data



Products

 Dissemination
Web page

 Post to Facebook

 Email to Ops Section

 Outside 100NM for N1, request DD 175-1 
 At least 2 hours in advance of desired brief time



Products

 Grid lines on MEF
 More flexibility in 

forecast areas 

 Maximize training 
time



Products

WEST OF GRID LINE 70: 12003KT 1/2SM FG OVC 002
AFT 1430Z: 12003KT 3SM BR BKN005
AFT 1600Z: 12005KT 7SM FEW008 BKN020

EAST OF GRID LINE 70: 12003KT 7SM SCT010 BKN050



Products

 VCTS 
 Better articulate probability and confidence

 Reduce/limit TEMPO lines to higher storm threats

 Does NOT mean predominant thunderstorms

Coding TS Probability Coverage

No thunderstorms
Unlikely

(10% or less) None

VCTS
Low Probability

(10-30%) ISOLD

TEMPO

Moderate-High Probability
(>30%)

Timing confidence low FEW or greater

Predominant
High Probability

(> 50%) FEW or greater



Products

48-Hour Planner



Products

7-Day Planner



Services

GRAB OUR APP



Services

Grab our App



Services

JET Email Alert
JET sends email when issuing/cancelling WWA

JET Text Alert
JET sends email-to-text to mobile device when 

issuing/cancelling WWA

Some carriers limit characters so WWA cuts off



Services

 Wx Information Frequency (348.8)
 MEF Amendments

 Void Times

 PMSV @ Lowe AHP (243.35)

 Lightning for Base Fields & Molinelli
 Observed LTG w/in 10NM advisory

 Observed LTG w/in 5NM warning

 Towers & Refuel receive robo-call



PIREPs

 Large LFA/few obs

 Critical during wx

 May be used to 
amend the MEF/-1

 PMSV Freq: 134.1



Percent ≥ 1000/3



Percent ≥ 500/1



Climatology

Tmax  Tmin   Tmean       Dir      Speed    Precip

JAN 59 39 49 N 5          4.79

FEB 63 42 52 N            5          5.07

MAR 70         48         59            NW        5          5.62

APR   78         55         66            NW        4          4.17 

MAY 84         63         74            NE-E      4          3.69

JUN 89         70         79            S-SW     4           4.85

JUL 90         72         81            SW        4           5.19

AUG  90         72         81            NE-E     3           4.43

SEP  86         68         77            NE-E     3           3.97

OCT      78         56         67            NE-E     4           3.37

NOV 69         47         58            N           4           3.50

DEC 62         41         51            N           5           4.25



Drought Monitor

KOZR  YTD: 
44.93”

KLOR  YTD: 
36.48”

KHEY  YTD: 
39.18”

YTD AVG (thru 31 Aug):
37.81”

23 Aug 16



Seasonal Outlook: S-O-N

50% chance of 
above average 
temps

33% chance of 
above average 
precip



Seasonal Weather Hazards

Fall-Winter
Turbulence / Low Level Wind Shear (LLWS)

 Icing

Thunderstorms

Tornadoes

 Hurricanes



Turbulence & LLWS

Turbulence
 Wind speed/direction gradients associated with 

jet stream

 NOT associated with thunderstorms

 LLWS 
 A drastic change in wind speed and/or direction 

in the lower 2000 feet of the atmosphere

 NOT associated with thunderstorms



Icing

 Icing
 Increases the weight of the aircraft

 Decreases lift

 NOT associated with thunderstorms

 Icing forecast is for 150NM

 MEF/-1 forecasts STRUCTURAL icing only



Icing

Visible Moisture + Temps ≤ 0˚C = Structural Icing

Visible Moisture + Temps ≤ 4˚C = Non-Structural Icing

MEF/-1 forecasts STRUCTURAL ICING ONLY



Icing

 Challenges
 Space average (150NM)

 Time average (6-7 hours)

 Availability of data
 Observed data from 00Z

 Forecast data from 06Z

 Lack of PIREPs

 Cold fronts bisecting the LFA

 Read Remarks



Icing

 OWS Hazard Charts
 Issued every 6 hours

 3 hour increments



Icing

Icing

 Observed Skew-T
 KTLH, KBHM, KLIX, KJAN at 00Z and 12Z

 Forecast Skew-T
 Numerous locations in LFA every 6 hours



Icing

 FL Winds/Temps
 Based on model data every 6 hours

 3 different models

 Midpoint of period

 Read Remarks



Thunderstorms

 Within 20NM of thunderstorms, expect:
 Lightning
 Hail
 Heavy precipitation
 LLWS
 Microburst
 Severe icing
 Severe turbulence



Thunderstorms

Squall Line Cold fronts / Pre-frontal 
squall lines

Often turn severe 



Tornadoes

 Two peaks
 March - May

 November

 Peak hours
 1200L – 1800L



AL Tornadoes By Year



AL Tornadoes By Month



AL Tornadoes By County



Hurricanes

01 June - 30 November

The official storm track and intensity 
provided to DoD by the National Hurricane 
Center
 We cannot and will not deviate

 Tailor to Ft Rucker



Hurricanes: 2016 Outlook

So far:

- 9 storms

- 4 tropical storms

- 3 hurricanes

- 2 tropical depression

Organization Named Storms Hurricanes
Major Hurricanes
(Cat 3 or greater)

NOAA (May) 10-16 4-8 1-4

NOAA (Aug) 12-17 5-8 2-4

Colo State 15 6 2

Average 10 6 3



Hurricanes



Weather Happens.......

Are YOU prepared?



Contact Info

 http://www.rucker.army.mil/6weather

 “Like” us on Facebook 

 “Follow” us on Twitter

 Grab our App

 255-8385/8397

 134.1 (PMSV) or 348.8 (WIF)




