
Jennifer Hobdy said her sons were 4 and 7 when her 
husband, Staff Sgt. Jerry Lewis Hobdy, died after be-
ing diagnosed with a brain tumor while serving in Ger-
many.

She said the question, “When is Daddy coming home?” 
was probably the hardest to answer for her children, 
but that she dropped out of school to raise her sons and 
taught them the significance of his sacrifice. 

Her story of strength and perseverance was among 
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Jennifer Hobdy places flag in honor of her husband, Staff Sgt. Jerry 
Lewis Hobdy who died while serving in Germany, after the Fort 
Rucker Memorial Day ceremony Friday.
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Maj. Gen. Gayler, CW5 Joseph B. Roland, chief warrant officer of the Aviation Branch; 
and Command Sgt. Maj. Gregory M. Chambers, command sergeant major of the Avia-
tion Branch, salute the wreath at the Fort Rucker Memorial Day ceremony Friday.

Ceremony honors duty, sacrifice, family

Maj. Gen. William Gayler, U.S. 
Army Aviation Center of Excel-
lence and Fort Rucker command-
ing general, took time at Fort 
Rucker’s Memorial Day ceremony 
Friday to show how one of the na-
tion’s most highly decorated veter-
ans, the late Col. Bob Howard, had 
much in common with many of the 
veterans whose lives are celebrated 
in the Wiregrass area on Memorial 
Day.

Howard was an Alabama native 
who grew up in Opelika. Howard 
also exemplified the sense of duty, 
honor and country in which every 
Soldier should commit, Gayler 
said. Howard was also the only 
Soldier nominated for the Medal 
of Honor three times for three dif-
ferent actions within a span of 13 
months.

Howard, whose father and four 
uncles died while serving as para-
troopers in World War II, died in 
2009 after 36 years of military ser-

vice and an overall combined 50 
years of government service. 

 “It is people like this that make 
you so proud to be an American,” 
Gayler said during the ceremony at 
Veterans Park.

 “From the Revolutionary War 
through the (current conflicts) that 
we now find ourselves, these he-
roes are those whose shoulders we 
stand upon. They are the reason we 
enjoy the very freedoms we have 
today. It is their wisdom that we try 
to learn from and the mantle that 
we carry forward to a hopefully 
brighter future.”

Dozens of residents, local offi-
cials, service members and Gold 
Star Family members attended the 
ceremony. Mike Garnett, comman-
dant of the Wiregrass Detachment 
Marine Corps League in Dothan, 
said the event was a reminder 
that Memorial Day is more than a 
time to enjoy an additional day off 
work.

 “We shouldn’t forget what it’s 
taken to have our freedom – we’ve 
lost some of our friends and bud-

dies,” said Garnett, who said he 
served 20 years combined in the 
Army and Marines. “Some people 
don’t understand that Memorial 
Day is not a day off from the week. 
It’s not a party time. It’s a time to 
think and reflect back on those who 
gave their lives for our country.”

O’Neal Boswell, civilian, said 
the ceremony was a wonderful re-
minder of veterans’ sacrifices.

 “It’s great to hear about those 
who have served. It’s very hum-
bling,” he said. “It reminds you 
of the huge price that was paid. 
My father served a couple tours in 
Vietnam.”

Gayler said now marks the time 
for every American to reaffirm 
their commitment to service.

 “It’s time for every Soldier and 
civilian to reaffirm their own com-
mitment to the Army values of loy-
alty, duty, respect, selfless service, 
honor, integrity and personal cour-
age,” he said. “That sense of service 
to something greater to oneself is 
what makes this nation strong and 
our Army, Army strong.”

By Ebony Davis
Contributing Writer

(Editor’s note: This is the second in a series of ar-
ticles dealing with the feral hog population explosion 
on post.)

Feral hogs have been a growing problem at Fort 
Rucker since the unauthorized release of domesticat-
ed pigs by hunters on and near Fort Rucker 20 years 
ago. 

But new steps are being taken to keep the popula-
tion under control with new technology and support, 
according to Doug Watkins, Directorate of Public 
Works Natural Resources Branch chief.

“The feral hog population’s growth over the last 
few decades is a major concern,” he said. “It has ex-
ceeded the carrying capacity of desirable wildlife, 
pushing the deer population further away as we try to 

Hog wild

By Jay Mann
Public Affairs Specialist
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Feral hogs can be captured in fence traps like this one on Fort 
Rucker. 

Trapping impacts 
feral hog population

Education at Fort Rucker schools 
is more that just about teaching stu-
dents their ABCs – it’s also about 
cultivating leaders.

That’s why Fort Rucker Elemen-
tary School is giving its students the 
opportunity to be part of the Na-
tional Beta Club, so that they can 
have the best chance at becoming 
the best leaders they can be, accord-
ing to Katie Nelsen, FRES school 
and club facilitator.

“Beta Club recognizes student 
leaders,” said Nelson. “They are rec-
ognized for not only their academic 
prowess, but they are encouraged to 
be involved in their choice of com-
munity and extra-curricular activi-
ties. In doing so, they are given op-
portunities to develop a multitude 
of skills, as well as an awareness of 
how these skills and interests can be 
used to benefit their world.”

The FRES National Junior Beta 
Club was chartered in the fall of 
2015 with 20 students inducted in 
its charter year – 10 members in Di-
vision 1 and 10 in Division 2. The 
school held its second induction 
ceremony in mid-May at the school 
during the Rainbow Induction cere-
mony where 53 new members were 
inducted.

Membership into the club is 
based on teacher recommendations, 

said Nelsen, and with an induction 
into the club, each member must 
maintain an A or B grade average, 
and exemplify the traits of good 
citizenship and leadership.

“(Students) are also expected to 
perform two hours of community 
service monthly,” she said. “The 
motto of the National Beta Club is 
‘Let Us Lead By Serving Others,’ 
and these students are expected to 
do exactly that.”

In the past, students have vol-
unteered their time for Big Bend 
Wildlife, various animal shelters, 

churches and neighborhood proj-
ects, said Nelson. The club has also 
collected over 200 books for vic-
tims of the Elba floods, as well as 
researched the suggested names for 
the new school and performed pre-
sentations online.

Those hours of volunteerism and 
time working on projects are vital 
to fostering a sense of teamwork 
and leadership skills, said Dr. Vicki 
Gilmer, FRES principal.

“It is so important to not only 

Elementary school club 
cultivates leaders
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Army Flier Staff Writer
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Erika Clayton, FRES Beta Club president, begins the spring induction ceremony during 
the Rainbow Induction Ceremony at the school May 17.
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FORT SAM HOUSTON, TEX-
AS — At the post gas station I saw 
a vehicle with a young woman 
driving it, stop to fill up at the pump 
next to me. I noticed a small flag 
in the window with two blue stars 
on it and assumed that the stars re-
flected the rank of the Soldier that 
owned the vehicle. 

I was surprised that a major gen-
eral would have a daughter that 
young.

Soon after that incident, I was 
hired to support an Army program 
called Survivor Outreach Services. 
When I reported to work, I noticed 
one of the ladies at work had a little 
purple and gold lapel pin she wore 
all the time, and another had a pin 
that was a variation of the flag that 
I had seen at the gas station.

I was curious: the flag on the car 
had two blue stars, the flag on one 
lady’s pin had one blue star and 
one gold star, and another simply 
had one blue star. Why were all 
the flags different, why were there 
two different stars, why did only 
these two ladies in the office have 
the flags? I, in my infinite wisdom, 
was too embarrassed to ask what 
any of these things meant.

Fortunately, one of my first as-
signments was to develop a Web 
page that clearly defined the differ-
ent versions of the flags and pins 
for the American public.

I am an Army veteran with one 
deployment. I was married to an 
active-duty Soldier with 11 de-
ployments. And I never understood 
the momentous meaning these 
symbols had. It blew my mind that 
I’d never heard of, learned about, 
or understood what these symbols 
represent.

The Service Flag was designed 
and patented by World War I Capt. 
Robert L. Queissner of the 5th 
Ohio Infantry whose two sons were 

serving on the front line. The flag 
was designed to be displayed in the 
front window of peoples’ homes 
to indicate the number of family 
members serving the war effort as 
members of the armed services.

In 1918, President Woodrow 
Wilson approved a request from 
the Women’s Committee of the 
Council of National Defense that 
allowed mothers who had lost a 
child serving in the war to wear 
a gold gilt star on their traditional 
black mourning band. This practice 
led to the blue star on the Service 
Flag being covered with a gold star 
to indicate that the service member 
had been killed.

This practice became much more 
widespread during WWII when or-

ganizations and families took great 
pride and displayed banners indi-
cating the number of members of 
the organization, or family, serving 
in the war. 

Between WWII and today, the 
practice of wearing or displaying 
service flags or gold stars had di-
minished greatly, but the meaning 
of the symbols is as significant as it 
was 100 years ago.

Each time you see a blue service 
star, you should be aware that the 
person displaying it has a loved 
one – possibly in harm’s way – 
supporting the freedoms we enjoy 
every day. 

A gold service star indicates that 
someone in that person’s family 
has lost their life while serving our 

armed forces and our nation.
Please take a moment, when ap-

propriate, to thank the bearer of the 
star. A simple “I appreciate your 
family member’s service,” or “My 

sympathies for your loss,” is all it 
takes to remind the bearer that the 
service or sacrifice means some-
thing – even if the practice isn’t 
widely recognized anymore.
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Editorial contacts

Contribute news items or pho-
tographs by contacting the Army 
Flier, Public Affairs Office, U.S. 
Army Aviation Center of Excel-
lence, Fort Rucker, AL 36362, or 
call (334) 255-2028 or 255-1239; 
calls to other PAO numbers are 
not normally transferable.

If you would like to contact the 
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contact the editor at jhughes@
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By Larry Haggerty
U.S. Army Installation Manage-
ment Command
Survivor Outreach Services

gold star

Kristen Stuttle, 
military spouse

“Try to put yourself out there. 
Don’t be a homebody.”

 “Learn about community 
organizations or take part in 
extracurricular activities.”

 “Get involved in the 
community.” 

 “Get to know the people you 
work around and be social with 
them.”

Marcus Moore, 
civilian

Tricia Davis, 
military spouse

Olivia Adams, 
military spouse

“Look for people with similar 
interests.”

Daniel Robinson, 
military family member

Rotor Wash
“An International Spouses Get Together 

is 9-11 a.m. Friday at Allen Heights 
Community Center. What tips can you 
offer for becoming acclimated when 

moving to a new community?”

That star in the window doesn’t represent a person’s rank 

army Photo

A Service Flag with a blue star covered by a gold star in the window of a home 
signifies that a family member in that household died in service to the nation. 

army Photo

Lapel pins like these indicate the wearer has an immediate family member who 
was killed in combat (left) or died in service, but not in theater (right). 

CourtEsy Photo

This war poster features a blue star flag in the background. Service Flags were an 
integral part of the culture and war effort throughout World War II. 
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retireMent
Lt. Gen. Kevin W. Mangum, deputy commanding general and chief of staff of 
the U.S. Army Training and Doctrine Command, congratulates Col. Donald N. 
Galli on his retirement May 26 as his wife, Patti, looks on during a ceremony 
at the U.S. Army Aviation Musuem. Galli served as the USAACE chief of staff 
from 2011-13.

Photo by nathan Pfau

ARLINGTON, Va. — It is peaceful at 
Arlington National Cemetery with impec-
cably cared-for grounds and row after row 
of headstones seeming to march down to the 
Potomac.

It is a shrine that Americans visit each day 
to see and touch and be moved by – the pre-
cise steps of the sentry at the Tomb of the 
Unknowns or the sight of a horse-drawn 
caisson taking another fallen service mem-
ber to rest.

For many, the area known as Section 60 
is the most poignant, if only because it is 
the most recent. Many killed in Iraq and Af-
ghanistan have their final resting place there. 
On Memorial Day, many of those graves 
have flowers or drawings or stones placed 
atop them.

Section 60 is where President Barack 
Obama came to mark his final Memorial 
Day as commander in chief. He placed a 
wreath at the Tomb of the Unknowns and 
addressed several thousand people in the 
Memorial Amphitheater.

Obama said that he has no more solemn 
obligation than the decision to send service 
members into harm’s way. 

“I think about this every time I approve an 
operation as president – every time, as a hus-
band and father, that I sign a condolence let-
ter, every time Michelle and I sit at the bed-
side of a wounded warrior or grieve and hug 
members of a Gold Star family,” he said.

He noted that less than 1 percent of Amer-
icans wear the uniform. 

“And so few Americans see this patrio-
tism with their own eyes or know someone 
who exemplifies it, but every day there are 
American families who pray for the sound 
of a familiar voice when the phone rings or 
the sound of a loved one’s letter or e-mail ar-
riving,” he said. “More than 1 million times 
in our history, it didn’t come. And instead, 
a car pulled up to the house, and there was 
a knock on the front door, and the sound of 

‘Taps’ floated through a cemetery’s trees.”
It is every American’s responsibility to 

not forget these heroes, Obama said, and it 
must be done by actions, not just by words. 
He mentioned the presence of more than 
350 participants in the Tragedy Assistance 
Program for Survivors in the audience. “For 
truly remembering and truly honoring these 
fallen Americans means being there for their 
parents and their spouses and their children,” 
he said.

Americans must remember the fallen and 

they must hear their stories, the president 
said. 

“My fellow Americans, today and every 
day listen to the stories these Gold Star fami-
lies and veterans have to tell,” he said. “Ask 
about who he or she was, why they volun-
teered. Hear from those who loved them 
about what their smile looked like and their 
laugh sounded like and the dreams they had 
for their lives.”

In the past year, more than 20 Americans 
have given their lives in Afghanistan. In the 
fight against the Islamic State of Iraq and the 
Levant, “three Americans have given their 
lives in combat on our behalf, and today I 
ask you to remember their stories, as well,” 
he said.

The president spoke movingly about Navy 
Chief Petty Officer Charles Keating IV, Ma-
rine Corps Staff Sgt. Louis Cardin and Army 
Master Sgt. Joshua Wheeler, the three ser-
vice members lost in the fight against ISIL.

“Our nation reveals itself not only by the 
people it produces, but by those it remem-
bers,” Obama said. “We do so not just by 
hoisting a flag, but by lifting up our neigh-
bors, not just by pausing in silence, but by 
practicing in our own lives the ideals of op-
portunity and liberty and equality that they 
fought for. We can serve others and contrib-
ute to the causes they believed in, and above 
all, keep their stories alive so that, one day, 
when he grows up and thinks of his dad, an 
American like David Wheeler can tell them 
as well the stories of the lives others gave for 
all of us.”

News Briefs
Community strengths, themes assessment 

Fort Rucker is running its second biennial Health Promotions 
Community Strengths and Themes Assessment now through 
June 30 aimed at collecting population data as it relates to 
the health and readiness of the Community.  Data is collected 
through the Internet , which allows Soldiers, family members, 
civilians and military retirees to take the survey from their 
homes or offices. The survey focuses on how the community 
feels on health, safety, quality of life and overall satisfaction 
with the installation. Information is collected through the Fort 
Rucker Community Health Promotion Council Office. It will be 
used to help identify population health concerns for assessing 
health-related needs of the Fort Rucker community for program 
planning, policy development and program evaluation.

The confidentiality of responses is assured under Section 308 
(d) of the Public Health Service Act. Procedures are in place to 
prevent the disclosure of personal data, including data encryp-
tion and secure data networks. No personal identifiers are col-
lected as part of this survey process. 

The assessment is available at https://usaphcapps.amedd.
army.mil/Survey/se.ashx?s=251137452BC46511. 

For more information, call 255-0529.

Changes of command
The 1st Battalion, 13th Aviation Regiment will host a • 
change of command and change of responsibility ceremony 
June 10 at 9 a.m. at Howze Field. Lt. Col. Kevin E. McHugh 
will assume command of the unit from Lt. Col. Romeo R. 
Macalintal Jr., and Command Sgt. Maj. George S. Webster 
will assume responsibility from Command Sgt. Maj. Ronald 
K. Graves.

Aviation Center Logistics Command will host a change of • 
command ceremony June 28 at 9 a.m. in the U.S. Army 
Aviation Museum. Col. Michael Best will assume command 
from Col. Kenneth Kliethermes.
Air Traffic Services Command and 164th Theater Airfield • 
Operations Group will host a change of command ceremony 
June 28 at 1:30 p.m. in the U.S. Army Aviation Museum. 
Col. Michael E. Demirjian will assume command from Col. 
Douglas C. Van Weelden III.

Hydrant testing in housing
The Fort Rucker Fire Department will conduct yearly hydrant 

testing in Allen Heights, Bowden Terrace and Munson Heights 
throughout June. If any discoloration of water is noticed, resi-
dents are advised by post fire department officials to allow the 
water to flow until it is clear again. 

AER closing ceremony
The 2016 Army Emergency Relief Campaign Closing Cer-

emony is scheduled for Monday from 2-3 p.m. at the U.S. Army 
Aviation Museum. The primary goal of the campaign is to pro-
mote awareness of benefits provided through AER. 

For more information about AER, call 255-2341 or 255-
3765.
School physical appointments

To ensure the highest continuity of care possible while pro-
viding timely access for patients requiring a school physical, 
Lyster Army Health Clinic will offer school physical appoint-
ments during the dates and times below. These slots will fill 
quickly, so people should book as soon as possible. The ap-
pointments serve to provide additional times and dates for dual-

working parents and those who cannot schedule an appointment 
during normal business hours. 

Parents should make sure to bring any required documenta-
tion to the appointment, with the patient portion filled out com-
pletely. The appointment will be for the school physical only. 
Any other issues will need to be addressed with the primary 
care clinician.

Appointments are available: July 13, 1-3 p.m.; July 27, 4-6 
p.m.; Aug. 3, 1-3 p.m.; Aug. 10, 4-6 p.m.; Aug. 24, 1-3 p.m.; 
Aug. 31, 4-6 p.m.; Sept. 7, 1-3 p.m.; Sept. 14, 4-6 p.m.; Sept. 
21, 1-3 p.m.; and Sept. 28, 4-6 p.m.

Resident survey
Corvias Military Living is asking all residents to complete 

the 2016 Headquarters Department of the Army Residential 
Communities Initiative Resident Survey. The survey gives on-
post residents an opportunity to provide feedback to the Army, 
RCI and Corvias Military Living on how their housing needs 
are being met.  

Electronic surveys should’ve already been emailed to resi-
dents. Residents who did not receive a survey or who have ques-
tions should contact their community office. Residents must fill 
out and submit the online survey by Monday. 

The survey should take less than 20 minutes to complete. 
It will ask questions on topics such as residents’ evaluation of 
their present home, community amenities, resident activities, 
the community maintenance team and property management 
team, among others.  

All survey answers are strictly confidential and residents are 
urged to offer honest responses. Personal data is not tabulated 
and the survey does not identify the resident in any way.  

By Jim Garamone
Department of Defense News

MeMorial daY

WASHINGTON – Iraqi securi-
ty forces operations backed by the 
U.S.-led coalition are progressing 
toward liberating the key Iraqi city 
of Fallujah from Islamic State of 
Iraq and the Levant control and 
killed the city’s ISIL command-
er, Operation Inherent Resolve 
spokesman Army Col. Steve War-
ren told Pentagon reporters Fri-
day.

Briefing from Baghdad by 
teleconference, Warren said Iraqi 
forces have cleared Karmah, 10 
miles northeast of Fallujah, but 
have not yet entered the city of 

about 50,000 Iraqi residents.
“The Iraqi government has been 

clear that protecting these civilians 
is their priority,” he said. To com-
municate with Fallujah’s residents, 
coalition aircraft dropped leaflets 
telling those who cannot leave the 
city to affix white sheets on their 
rooftops to mark their locations.

The Iraqi army is working on 
evacuation routes for Fallujah res-
idents, while the Anbar provincial 
government has set up camps for 
the displaced people, he added.

The combined operation in-
cludes thousands of forces – the 
Iraqi army and federal police, 
Sunni tribal fighters and the Iraqi 
Counter Terrorism Service, in ad-

dition to Iraq’s popular mobiliza-
tion forces that are taking part out-
side the city, Warren said.

Coalition airstrikes from 
Taqqadum with some artillery fire 
are also supporting the operation 
to retake Fallujah, the colonel said, 
but he added it’s still early in the 
fight, “so it’s unclear how long this 
battle will last.”

ISIL fighters have performed in 
one of two ways the past the last 
several months, Warren said. “In 
Ramadi, we encountered an en-
emy that chose to stand and fight,” 
he explained. “More recently in 
Hit and in Rutbah, ISIL hid be-
hind women and children before 
throwing down their weapons and 

running away. In both cases, they 
lost.”

Warren said a local newspaper 
reported ISIL leadership arrested 
some of its fighters who had fled 
from Rutbah and executed them 
by cooking them to death in bak-
ery ovens.

Syrian Democratic Forces bat-
tling ISIL control in that nation 
announced this week that they are 
conducting regular operations to 
liberate the countryside north of 
Raqqah, Warren said.

“We will continue to support 
the SDF, particularly the Syrian-
Arab component, as they conduct 
ground operations to further iso-
late the city,” he said, adding that 

more than 200 Americans advise 
the Syrian-Arab coalition as they 
pressure ISIL across a broad front 
stretching from the Tishrin Dam to 
Shaddadi.

Warren said it’s important this 
Memorial Day to remember the 
three Americans who lost their 
lives supporting Operation Inher-
ent Resolve: Army Master Sgt. 
Joshua Wheeler, Marine Corps 
Staff Sgt. Louis Cardin and Navy 
Chief Petty Officer Charles Keat-
ing IV.

“These men are American he-
roes and will not be forgotten,” he 
said. “Every warrior knows that 
when we speak the names of the 
fallen, they live on.”

By Terri Moon Cronk
Department of Defense News

dod official: Fallujah’s liberation from ISIL control progressing

Photo by air forCE sEnior mastEr sgt. aDrian CaDiz

President Barack Obama, right, Defense Secretary Ash Carter and Marine Corps Gen. Joe Dunford, 
chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, render honors during a wreath-laying ceremony to mark Memo-
rial Day at Arlington National Cemetery in Arlington, Va., May 30

President: Honor by remembering stories of fallen
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CAMP BONDSTEEL, Kosovo — A 
growing concern over the troop draw-
down, realignments across the total Army 
force and questions of what that means to 
the average Soldier were put to ease by 
Sgt. Maj. of the Army Daniel A. Dailey 
during his visit with deployed Soldiers in 
Kosovo May 17-20.

“Responsible drawdown is key. We have 
to make sure we do a couple things here,” 
said Dailey. “We have to build a sustain-
able force for the future and make sure that 
force is ready to fight and win.”

Dailey said the top priority for a sustain-
able force is Soldier and unit readiness.

“Great Soldiers have been serving this 
Army for 241 years,” said Dailey. “As we 
get smaller, like any organization in Amer-
ica, we have to get efficient, and we have 
to focus on retaining those who are fully 
capable to deploy and complete their war-
time mission. Soldiers are for fighting and 
winning our wars – that’s what we do and 
we have to focus on that for the future.”

Dailey said the readiness and efficiency 
of the force requires leaders and Soldiers 
alike taking personal responsibility and 
enforcing the Army standard while getting 
back to the tasks that made them warfight-
ers.

“A Soldier has the responsibility, just 
like the Army does, to defend this nation 
and it’s a personal responsibility to make 
sure they can do their basic Soldier tasks,” 
said Dailey. “That starts with physical fit-
ness, weapons proficiency and understand-
ing the critical tasks necessary for them to 
perform their job on the battlefield to make 
the overall team successful.”

To be successful, Dailey said leaders 
can no longer accept the bare minimum, 
and must empower junior leaders and Sol-
diers.

“We have to create an organization that 
inspires people to want to maintain the 
standards and that wants to be disciplined. 
We all know what the bare minimum is 
and we shouldn’t want to achieve that,” 
said Dailey. “Not everybody is going to be 
the best and I know that, and not everyone 
can be the best, but everyone can try their 
hardest. Every single Soldier in my opin-

ion has a responsibility to give it their all, 
every single day.”

Dailey said these expectations don’t 
solely rest on the shoulders of active duty 
Soldiers but instead the total force.

“As we get smaller as a force we are go-
ing to have to depend more on our Guard 
and Reserve Soldiers and that’s why we 
are investing in their future in regards to 
readiness,” said Dailey. “It’s going to take 

a lot of hard work and dedication.”
To assist with the integration of Army 

Reserve and National Guard units, Dai-
ley said the Army is looking at everything 
from increasing the number of annual na-
tional training rotations to calling upon 
them for more deployments in the future.

“We are a total force that relies on the 
total force to be able to meet the mission 
requirements. The United States Army has 
to its commitment to its allies and to the 
DOD,” added Dailey.

Although there has been a lot of uncer-
tainty throughout the formations about 
what that commitment and the Army’s 
mission requirements will look like in 
the future, Dailey said the one thing not 
in question is the Army’s commitment to 
U.S. Army Europe.

“U.S. Army Europe is out in front,” 
added Dailey. “They aren’t the U.S. Army 
Europe we had several years ago – they’re 
a lot smaller, but very capable. We have to 
understand that not only are they very ca-
pable but they are in an environment that 
could change overnight.”

Because of the environment, Dailey 
called on all the leaders to be ready for 
anything.

“All the Soldiers that are committed 
to this task force, as well as all those in 
U.S. Army Europe, have to prepare and 
be ready individually – from unit level, to 
collective training and all the way up to 
USAREUR.”

Although his visit centered on growing 
concerns, Dailey traveled across Kosovo 
to multiple remote posts to shake hands, 
take photos with Soldiers, hand out coins, 
and conduct physical training with the 
men and women in uniform.

After spending four days in Kosovo, 
Dailey said he was pleased with the work 
the Soldiers were doing to remain ready 
and cited the ongoing peace support mis-
sion in Kosovo as an example of the total 
force successfully integrating to complete 
the Army’s mission.

“I am extremely proud of the mission 
that’s over here and the Soldiers carrying 
out this mission,” said Dailey. “From our 
great combined organizations – from our 
Guard, Reserves and our active force – I 
couldn’t be more proud of the mission 
they have here, the esprit de corps and the 
fine job our Soldiers are doing.”

Staff Sgt. Thomas Duval 
Multinational Battle Group East 
Public Affairs

total arMY

Photos by staff sgt. thomas Duval 

Sgt. Maj. of the Army Daniel A. Dailey gazes out the window of a UH-60 Black Hawk during a visit to 
Kosovo May 19. 
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grow them back.”
“Over 2,000 hogs have been removed 

through organized control efforts over 
the last five years, but that’s just a drop in 
the bucket,” said Daniel Spillers, Fish and 
Wildlife biologist. 

Officials add to that drop in the bucket by 
basically proclaiming it open season on fe-
ral hogs on the post, Watkins said.

“We encourage the hunting of feral hogs 
in designated areas on Fort Rucker,” he said. 
“Hunting season has even been expanded to 
hunt them year round on the installation. We 
also have a trapping program that we admin-
ister through the Natural Resources Branch. 
People can come in and sign up with us to 
be a volunteer trapper.”

And besides helping the post reduce the 
population of hogs, hunting and trapping 
also puts food on the table for those who 
make the effort, Spillers said. “They are safe 
to clean and eat, but you should always wear 
gloves when handling these animals.”

The Feral Hog Volunteer Trapping Pro-
gram supplies the trap and corn for volun-
teers looking to trap hogs on Fort Rucker 
explained Watkins. The natural resources 
branch supplies one 50-pound bag of corn 
per trap per week. Volunteers need to check 

their trap for hogs on a daily basis, depend-
ing on whether the trigger is set. Then hunt-
ers need to notify wildlife personnel of the 
numbers of hogs caught on a weekly or 
monthly basis.

“Volunteer trappers need to obtain an 
Alabama State Hunting License and a Fort 
Rucker Hunting Permit in order to trap 
here,” said Watkins. 

“The biggest problem we are facing is that 
the groups of hogs move over a large area 
of land in their search for food, and we are 
restricted from trapping the hogs on some 
training areas and ranges, which provide the 
animals sanctuary,” he added.

“We recently acquired smart traps that 
we hope to deploy in these restricted areas,” 
added Watkins. “These traps have a camera 
on the trap you can view and you can drop 
the door to the trap with a text message.”

He said DPW is working to get into the 
training areas. “There is about 1,300 acres 
of land up near Highway 27 we hope to be 
able to trap soon. You can remove 100 hogs 
from that area and in a few days –100 more 
have moved in to replace those.

“I think that the feral hog problem will 
have severe consequences to the environ-
ment on the installation if stringent mea-
sures are not put in place to control the 
population,” said Watkins. “We are already 

seeing areas that have exceeded carrying ca-
pacity for wildlife and have damages to the 
habitat.”

The control efforts are being funded by 
U.S. Army Installation Management Com-
mand – to buy traps and feed, said Watkins. 
“Feral hogs are an invasive species, and we 
have around 100 traps deployed right now 
in locations around post.”

“You can take some out by hunting,” add-
ed Spillers. “But traps are a better way. One 
person can impact the problem more with 
trapping.”

“Estimates say that you need to take 80 

percent of the population each year just to 
keep up with the population growth,” he 
said. “That is a tremendous amount when 
you are talking thousands of hogs. There is 
no type of poison that is legal for them here. 
They have developed one in Australia, but 
it has not been approved by the FDA (U.S. 
Food and Drug Administration) yet.”

People interested in becoming a volunteer 
trapper can call the natural resources branch 
at 255-9368.

Check out next week’s “Army Flier” to 
find out how people can stay safe and help 
stop feral hogs on the installation.

develop the minds of our youth but to also instill in them 
the importance of character, leadership and service to 
others,” said the principal. “At Fort Rucker Elementary 
School we believe and model the Beta’s mission 
statement, which states that we will promote the ideals of 

academic achievement, character, service and leadership 
among elementary and secondary school students.

“(We) were honored to become a National Beta School 
of Merit in our first year,” she said. “This is a tremendous 
honor and we are thrilled that FRES reached national 
merit status, which is a true indication of our dedication 
to academic excellence and leadership development.”

The National Beta Club was founded in 1934 in Spar-
tanburg, South Carolina, and currently there are more 
than 450,000 active members in more than 8,750 clubs 
nationally and internationally, according to the club’s 
website, www.betaclub.org. It has become the nation’s 
largest independent, non-profit, educational youth orga-
nization.

several shared Friday morning after the 
Fort Rucker Memorial Day ceremony 
during the Gold Star Family reception 
held in the U.S. Army Aviation Museum. 

Gold Star Family members are iden-
tified as those whose parents, siblings, 
spouses and other loved ones died while 
in service to the nation. Elton Norman, 
Fort Rucker Survivor Outreach Servic-
es, said the organization offers support 
and services to more than 400 Gold Star 
Family members throughout the Wire-
grass area. 

He said the reception was one of sev-
eral opportunities available for Gold Star 
Family members to connect with others 

within the Army family. A Survivors and 
Fallen Heroes 5K recently held at the 
post was another example of such oppor-
tunities.

 “These events are important because 
they are a reminder that Gold Star sur-
vivors are forever linked to the military 
family. They’re forever a part,” he said. 
“We can’t put a time limit on their grief, 
but we can put in place programs and ser-
vices that can possibly help.”

Donna Hallock said her brother, Sgt. 
1st Class William T. Butts, died Feb. 27, 
1991, when his UH-60 Black Hawk heli-
copter was shot down over Iraq. He and 
four crew members died while three oth-
ers were taken as prisoners of war.

Hallock said she has maintained con-

tact with one POW who was a gunner on 
the same aircraft as her brother, who was 
an aircraft mechanic.

 “I love when there’s a great crowd at 
these events because it lets me know that 
they keep (the sacrifice) alive,” she said.

Tim Laster, director of the Fort Rucker 
Directorate of Family, Morale, Welfare 
and Recreation, said the reception was 
one small way Fort Rucker could thank 
Gold Star family members for all they’ve 
given to the country.

 “Any chance we get to invite them and 
say hello and thank them for all they’ve 
done is a great thing,” he said. 

Hobdy said losing a loved one in any 
instance can be a reminder that no one 
lives forever, but also that while a person 

is living, he or she can make the most out 
of their lives. Her husband served in two 
wars within his nearly 30 years of ser-
vice, 22 of which were in the Army and 
six in the Marine Corps.

She herself is a breast cancer survivor. 
One of her sons, Eukiston, joined the 
Army and has served in both Afghani-
stan and Iraq. Her other son, Michael, 
recently graduated from Enterprise State 
Community College.

 “As a military wife and parent, you 
have to have a backbone, and be a mother 
and a supporter. When my husband died, 
I still had to be those things,” she said. 
“Through all of this, and even in the mili-
tary, we gained strength. I’m very proud 
of my children.” 
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HONOLULU — After three days of 
collaborative panel discussions on peace, 
stability and mutual security, along with 
multiple displays of leading-edge technol-
ogy, the fourth annual Land Forces Pacific 
Symposium and Exhibition came to a close 
May 26. 

With more than 1,600 attendees and near-
ly 80 industry representatives who provid-
ed interactive displays, 2016’s LANPAC 
continued to show steady growth since 590 
people attended its debut in 2013. Twen-
ty-six nations were represented this year, 
more than half of the U.S. regional part-
ners in the Indo-Asia-Pacific region. 

LANPAC is a professional development 
forum sponsored by the Association of the 
U.S. Army’s Institute of Land Warfare. 
The symposium and exhibition provided 
unique opportunities, through panel dis-
cussions, for U.S. Army, State Depart-
ment, joint and regional partners to discuss 
the critical roles of Pacific land forces. 

“You don’t want to develop a relation-
ship after a crisis – it may be a little late 
at that point,” said Gen. Robert B. Brown, 
commanding general of U.S. Army Pacific. 

“Here, we get to share common challenges 
and we get to develop solutions together, 
and you develop these relationships that 
will pay off in the times of crisis. And so 
far, you can tell it has paid off. I haven’t 
heard dialogue this good in my 35 years of 
going to events like LANPAC.”

Brown also said teamwork is necessary 
and critical to ensure everyone is success-
ful throughout the Pacific. 

He summed up the importance of events 
like LANPAC using a football analogy. 

“Coaches are going to talk plays and 
strategies, but you have to get on the field 

at some point,” Brown told reporters. “You 
have to scrimmage and work together. It’s 
the same way – (you’ve) got to talk and get 
the issues out. It’s absolutely critical, and 
it binds us with our partners. We’re com-
mitted, and we know our regional partners 
are committed to peace and prosperity in 
the Pacific region. Some things you can do 
from a distance, but there’s nothing like 
being face to face in solving challenges 
and problems.” 

The theme for this year’s LANPAC, As-
suring Stability and Security – Strength-
ening Land Force Teams, emphasized 
the purpose of land forces in the Pacific. 
Brown emphasized that land forces in the 
Pacific face a complex region with uncon-
ventional threats that cross national bor-
ders. 

“We are all walking away from this sym-
posium inspired to continue the great prog-
ress we are achieving in this region, where 
dialogue and mutual support are on the 
rise,” Brown said. “We have a better ap-
preciation for our shared interests, shared 
challenges, and our shared future. And the 
friendships we established and strength-
ened these last few days will be the seeds 
for our continued and close cooperation in 
the days to come.”

Land Forces Pacific Symposium wraps up
By Staff Sgt. Kyle Richardson
U.S. Army Pacific Public Affairs

Twenty-six nations were represented at the fourth annual Land Forces Pacific Symposium and Exhibi-
tion, held in Honolulu May 24-26. 

Photo by staff sgt. branDon C. mCintosh 
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HONOLULU – Senior enlist-
ed advisers from various Indo-
Asia-Pacific region militaries 
participated in the second annu-
al senior enlisted leaders forum 
May 24 in conjunction with the 
fourth annual Land Power in the 
Pacific Symposium.

LANPAC is a three-day pro-
fessional development forum 
sponsored by the Association 
of the U.S. Army’s Institute of 
Land Warfare.

The senior enlisted leaders fo-
rum, hosted by Command Sgt. 
Maj. Bryant Lambert, U.S. Army 
Pacific’s senior enlisted adviser, 

was a day of panel discussions. 
Nearly 300 NCOs, ranging from 
junior sergeants to a special at-
tendee, retired Sgt. Maj. of the 
Army Kenneth O. Preston, filled 
the room. 

“At the heart of the LANPAC 
symposium, and specifically the 
senior enlisted leaders’ forum, 
you see it’s all about profes-
sional development,” said Pres-
ton, director of NCO and Soldier 
programs for AUSA. “We have 
experience coming in from all 
around the Pacific Rim. This 
combined environment creates 
a sharing of knowledge. It helps 
us to become better overall. It 
creates new ideas and fosters 
innovation. It allows us to im-

prove on where we are now and 
where we think we want to go in 
the future.” 

The experienced senior NCOs 
on the panel, who provide ad-
vice to general officers through-
out the United States and the In-
do-Asia-Pacific region, brought 
their unique combined country 
perspective and a joint aspect to 
topics from the U.S. Navy and 
U.S. Marines. The panelists cov-
ered partnership and working 
relationships between multina-
tional forces, gender integration 
and women in the armed forces, 
and the institutional concept of 
change. 

The forum presented an op-
portunity for NCOs to come 

together and learn from one an-
other, as well as learn from the 
most successful senior NCOs 
across the region. 

“In this type of combined 
environment, we’re learning 
from each other,” Lambert said. 
“We’re building relationships 
before anything escalates so that 
we already have an understand-
ing of each other’s capabilities, 
limitations and strengths.”

Lambert noted that some of 
the nations in the region have a 
small number of officers, so it 
is essential that they empower 
their NCOs to take the lead as 
they were trained to do. 

“We are assisting in develop-
ing our partner nations’ armies’ 

NCO corps in their profession-
alization, accommodating and 
utilizing their noncommissioned 
officers,” he said. “We all are 
here to learn from one another 
and learn from each other’s best 
practices. The senior enlisted 
leaders forum is a great oppor-
tunity to develop our noncom-
missioned officers in a capacity 
to help them learn to flourish in 
austere environments, deal with 
uncertainty, and adapt to change 
or complexity based on the de-
cades of experiences of our pan-
el members.”

Lambert added that although 
the forum lasts only one day, the 
effects of strong NCOs can last 
for generations.

Leaders meet at Pacific Land Forces Forum
By Staff Sgt. Kyle Richardson
U.S. Army Pacific Public Affairs

WASHINGTON – Joining the U.S. 
Army and becoming a naturalized U.S. 
citizen are the best things he ever did, said 
Sgt. Yaseen Witwit, who hails from Iraq.

After the fall of President Saddam Hus-
sein in 2003, there was more freedom and 
democracy in Iraq, Witwit said, but not a 
lot of jobs or upward mobility in the na-
tion’s stagnated economy.

Despite having a baccalaureate degree in 
engineering, he said the jobs just weren’t 
there. He opted instead to work as an Iraqi 
civilian doing linguist work for the U.S. 
Marines. He did that work from 2005 to 
2008.

Having made friends with the Marines 
and liking their culture and way of life, 
got him thinking about possibly joining 
the U.S. military and coming to the United 
States, he said. The Marines encouraged 
him to give it a shot, so in 2009 he did.

Witwit said he studied the Armed Ser-
vices Vocational Aptitude Battery exam 
for just two weeks and surprised his Army 
recruiter by scoring 65 out of a possible 
100. He added that he chose the Army 
over the other services for its generous 
benefits package.

After successfully completing initial en-
try training near the end of 2009, Witwit 
became an ammunition specialist.

However, the Army eventually realized 
it could use Witwit’s talents in a differ-
ent and more beneficial way, so Witwit 
became a cryptology linguist. To do that 
required a top secret clearance and Ameri-
can citizenship, so the Army also helped 
him with that, he said.

Witwit added that becoming an Ameri-
can citizen wasn’t simply to get the clear-
ance. 

He said he loves America and had want-
ed badly to do that, and added that he con-
siders himself a 100 percent loyal patriot. 

“I’m really happy being an American,” 

he said.
The Army also helped Witwit navigate 

the paperwork process of bringing his wife 
to America, where she’s studying English 
and eventually wants to become a natural-
ized citizen like her husband. They have a 
1-year-old daughter.

Although the Witwits are in the U.S., 
the sergeant’s brother and father are still in 
Iraq. Witwit said he calls his family in Iraq 
once or twice a week. His mother passed 
away in 2010.

Witwit’s father, who served in the Iraqi 
army, has his own interesting story. He 
was captured by Iranian forces and served 
time as a prisoner of war during the Iran-
Iraq war in the 1980s, he said.

Currently, Witwit is attached to the 
163rd Military Intelligence Battalion, 
504th MI Brigade in Fort Hood, Texas. 
He’s on temporary duty now, attending 
Recruiter School at Fort Jackson, South 
Carolina, a career move he didn’t volun-
teer for but said he’ll try his hardest to be 

successful at.
He graduates in three weeks, but already 

received orders to his first recruiting as-
signment, which will be in Gaithersburg, 
Maryland.

Off-duty, Witwit said he enjoys watch-
ing American movies and world soccer 
matches, as well as playing pool with his 
buddies. He splits his music listening time 
to Arabic songs and American ones, par-
ticularly country music.

As for future plans, he said he wants to 
get a master’s degree in the medical field 
to become a pharmacist or physician as-
sistance.

Asked about the connection between 
those fields and his current linguistics spe-
cialty, Witwit said they’re both “people 
professions” – and he said he loves inter-
acting with and helping people.

In America, opportunities abound to do 
whatever you want and to go into any pro-
fession you choose, he added. “It’s a great 
country.”

By David Vergun
Army News Service

Sgt. Yaseen Witwit, his wife and daughter visit San Antonio, Texas, while he was stationed with the 
163rd Military Intelligence Battalion, 504th MI Brigade in Fort Hood, Texas.

CourtEsy of sgt. yasEEn WitWit

soldier: Becoming U.S. citizen greatest thing
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ALEXANDRIA, Va. — The Defense De-
partment’s campaign to combat sexual as-
sault is moving forward as reflected in the 
steady submission of applications from sex-
ual assault response coordinators and sexual 
assault prevention and response victim ad-
vocates for accreditation through the DOD 
Sexual Assault Advocate Certification Pro-
gram, Pentagon officials observed recently 
at the National Organization for Victim As-
sistance headquarters.

Since 2012, NOVA has been contracted 
with the department to manage the certifi-
cation process. The program professional-
izes DOD sexual assault victim advocacy by 
ensuring that all response coordinators and 
victim advocates are equipped to provide 
victim-centered assistance to survivors, from 
initial report through case conclusion.

Dr. Margaret Harrell, executive director of 
the Office of Force Resiliency in the Office 
of the Undersecretary of Defense for Person-
nel and Readiness, conducted a site visit at 
NOVA May 19. She met Richard Barajas – 
NOVA’s executive director, who is a retired 
chief justice of the 8th District Court of Ap-
peals in Texas – and DOD Sexual Assault 
Advocate Certification Program committee 
members, and she toured an office hum-
ming with activity as committee members 
reviewed more than 3,000 applications re-
ceived that quarter from military members 
and DOD civilians.

“Because the department takes so seri-
ously the need to provide high-quality assis-
tance to victims, it’s tremendously important 
for us to ensure that we have the right indi-
viduals as SARCs and SAPR VAs and that 
they are trained, credentialed, and certified 
to the standards that are recognized as the 
very best,” Harrell said.

Sexual assault response coordinators and 
sexual assault prevention and response vic-
tim advocates certified through the DOD 
Sexual Assault Advocate Certification Pro-
gram join a rising cadre of professional ad-
vocates who uphold the highest standards of 
care and privacy and are dedicated to help-
ing victims of sexual assault begin their path 
to healing, officials said.

Five years ago, the DOD Sexual Assault 
Prevention and Response Office, the military 
services and the National Guard convened a 
working group to explore the best approach 
for implementing a sexual assault victim 
advocacy certification program as required 
in fiscal year 2012’s National Defense Au-
thorization Act. The group agreed to create 
the DOD Sexual Assault Advocate Certifi-
cation Program using nationally recognized 
standards rooted in the civilian National Ad-
vocate Credentialing Program, launched in 
2003.

The DOD Sexual Assault Advocate Certi-
fication Program was designed to meet and 
even exceed National Advocate Credential-
ing Program standards, and its first applica-
tion was received in September 2012 by an 
Air Force sexual assault response coordina-
tor.

Since the program’s launch, NOVA’s as-
sistance in processing tens of thousands of 
applications has been well received by the 
Pentagon and Capitol Hill, officials said.

Selection and certification
All military and DOD civilian response 

coordinators and victim advocates must be 
certified through DOD’s certification pro-
gram to provide sexual assault victim advo-
cacy services. After selection for their roles, 
they must first complete their service’s Na-
tional Advocate Credentialing Program pre-
approved initial victim advocacy training. 
Next, individuals complete either the DD 
Form 2950 or DD Form 2950-1 to initiate or 
renew their credentials.

Throughout the process, sexual assault 
response coordinators and sexual assault 
prevention and response program manag-
ers serve as key sources of information and 
guidance, even assisting applicants to ensure 
accuracy and completion of their application 
packages. 

First-time applicants must submit two let-
ters of recommendation. Sexual assault re-
sponse coordinators must submit references 
from their supervisor and commanding of-
ficer, while victim advocates are required to 
submit references from their supervisor and 
sexual assault response coordinator. 

Applications are collected on a quarterly 
basis, with the next submission deadline 
scheduled for July 31. Each application is 
carefully evaluated for completeness prior 
to being evaluated by the DOD Sexual As-
sault Advocate Certification Program Com-
mittee. 

“We work nonstop around-the-clock to try 
to get all applications printed, processed and 
entered into our database, making sure can-
didates are notified quickly if there is some-
thing missing,” said Neeley Hughey, DOD 
Sexual Assault Advocate Certification Pro-
gram deputy program manager. “This way, 

we can get it corrected before the D-SAACP 
Committee convenes.” Hughey explained 
the multistep application management pro-
cess to Harrell during an introductory brief.

First-time and renewal applications are 
reviewed by at least two civilian subject-
matter experts who have a minimum of four 
years of victim advocacy experience in the 
field. These individuals take either paid or 
unpaid leave from their civilian employment 
to participate as committee members, offi-
cials noted.

Within five business days of the commit-
tee’s review of an application, the candidate 
receives an email announcing the results. 
About a month later, he or she receives an 
official certificate, a letter from the director 
of the DOD Sexual Assault Prevention and 
Response Office, and a personalized wallet 
card declaring their certification. 

Expanded skillsets, improved care
Once people are certified, their credentials 

need to be renewed every two years. 2016 
marks the second year that response coordi-
nators and victim advocates are applying to 
recertify their credentials.

Program participants can achieve four lev-
els of certification that signify their breadth 
of experience in working with victims. Thir-
ty-three percent of sexual assault response 
coordinators who renewed their credentials 
in 2015 were certified at a higher level – a 
promising sign that military and DOD pro-
fessionals who come alongside victims are 
expanding their skill sets and are able to de-
liver improved support as a result, officials 
said.

Certification renewal requires 32 hours 
of victim advocacy continuing education. 
Ideally, officials said, coursework should be 
conducted in person whenever possible, and 
it should augment the individual’s skills and 
knowledge, versus replicating prior train-
ing.

Service sexual response prevention and 
response offices can recommend an array 
of continuing education options. A strong 
transcript for certification renewal generally 
includes two required hours of ethics and 
a mix of victim advocacy, prevention and 
response coursework, officials said, adding 
that candidates are encouraged to stay at 
the cutting edge of victim care by selecting 
learning opportunities that explore emerging 
issues and trends.

“The level of engagement we are seeing 
from the services is exciting to us – it’s clear 
that the DOD seeks qualified people who 
will stand ready to help survivors of sexual 
assault in the military.” said Jeanette Adkins, 
chair of the DOD Sexual Assault Advocate 
Certification Program Committee. “They 
want people to be trained and prepared, and 
we’ve seen that happening since the pro-
gram evolved.”

Adkins also noted that what began as a 
collateral duty has grown into a much more 
proactive volunteer effort among service 
members, with remarkably positive effects 
based on people simply wanting to help oth-
ers heal.

“Moreover, we’re seeing folks decide to 
become dual-credentialed under both the 
military and civilian programs as they tran-
sition to the civilian world as an advocate,” 
Adkins said.

Victim advocacy can grow beyond a job 
responsibility and into a rewarding vocation 
for many. In the past year, the DOD Sexual 
Assault Advocate Certification Program 
saw 58 service victim advocates bridge their 

certification over to NACP and pursue a ci-
vilian career in victim advocacy upon their 
discharge from the military.

As a sexual assault program director 
for more than 32 years, Adkins said, she 
wouldn’t hesitate to hire a service sexual 
assault response coordinator or victim advo-
cate. “I’d bring them on board immediately, 
because I know that they have met the stan-
dard in training, continuing education and 
on-the-job experience,” she said.

Advancing victim support
Hughey said she has noticed a tidal change 

in the candor and open discussion about sex-
ual assault, dialogue she said has shed much-
needed light on the issue.

“We’re seeing people share stories and 
even singers – such as Lady Gaga – write 
songs about their experiences as sexual as-
sault survivors. This is creating a greater im-

petus for organizations and people to get in-
volved and come alongside victims of sexual 
assault,” Hughey said. “Certified victim ad-
vocates can be the voice for a survivor when 
that person may not yet have the strength or 
the courage to speak up.”

Hughey said she hopes that victim advo-
cacy can become more commonplace.  

“If I was talking to you at a party and you 
asked me what I did and I replied, ‘I’m a vic-
tim advocate,’ you would know exactly what 
that means,” Hughey said. “It would be as if 
I said I was a nurse or a social worker or a 
doctor.”

“To see (the DoD Sexual Assault Advo-
cate Certification Program) come this far in 
the last four years is just amazing,” she add-
ed. “There are so many leaders and members 
of the DOD community who are passionate 
and strive to not only ‘know their part’ but 
‘do their part,’ too.”

By Amaani Lyle
Department of Defense News

DOD sexual assault prevention, response advocate certifications grow

Photo by amaani lylE

Dr. Margaret Harrell, executive director of the Office of Force Resiliency in the Office of the Undersecretary of Defense for Personnel and Readiness, right, 
listens to National Organization for Victim Assistance staff members describe the review process for DOD Sexual Assault Advocate Certification Program 
applications from military and DOD civilian sexual assault prevention and response personnel May 19. 
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REAL ESTATE SHOWCASE

334-347-0048
531 Boll Weevil Circle

View more pictures
of these homes at

www.c21regencyrealty.com

$213,000: Beautiful garden home with open
floor plan located in Cotton Creek Subdivision.
Oversized master bedroom, master bath has
garden bath & separate shower with large walk-in
closet. Nice fenced in backyard with patio.

marla@c21regencyrealty.com

DIRECTIONS: From Hwy 27 turn into Cotton
Creek Subdivision. Turn right onto Hall Hill, house
is on the left.

SATURDAY, JUNE 4TH

2:00PM-4:00PM

HOSTED BY:
MARLA BELLARD

464-1149

NEWLISTING!

Each Office is Independently
Owned and Operated

334-347-0048
531 Boll Weevil Circle

View more pictures
of these homes at

www.c21regencyrealty.com

$149,000 ~ 4 BEDROOMS!!

$159,900 ~ UPDATED!!

$140,000

$85,000

NEW PRICE!! ~ $189,000

Each Office is Independently
Owned and Operated

334-347-0048
531 Boll Weevil Circle

View more pictures
of these homes at

www.c21regencyrealty.com

NEW CLASS STARTS
JUNE 16, 2016
MONDAYS &/OR THURSDAYS 5-9PM

Unlock your potential and
enter a profession with lots of
career opportunities!

Are You Ready
to Become a
Real Estate Agent?

Regency School
of Real Estate
Pre-License Real Estate Course

Call Robin Foy at 389-4410
CENTURY 21 Regency Realty, Inc. | License #93387
531 Boll Weevil Circle | Enterprise, AL 36330

This course is designed to qualify & prepare
you to pass the real estate state licensing
exam. It is taught by live, experienced &
knowledgeable instructors actively involved in
all aspects of the profession.

(Books
and all

supplies
are

included
in tuition.)

ONLY $349

ENROLL
TODAY

THERE’S
STILL TIME TO

REGISTER!

Smarter Savings. Bolder Exposure. Faster Results.

4221 Rucker
$130,000: Over 2,100 SF home with a mother-
in-law addition. A bedroom, full bath, walk-in
closet, sitting area & a large storage room
were added as the mother-in-law suite about 15
years ago. Priced to sell "as is", the house has
a total of 3BR/2BA & sits on 1 acre of land. It
needs some TLC, but has lots of good space.
A large metal barn with electricity is included with this property
located right on Rucker Blvd. It has great potential as a residence
or could possibly be rezoned commercial. JAN SAWYER 406-2393
MLS #20160941

528 Victoria
$124,900: Nice split level

home with BR/2BA on large
lot, large deck & gazebo.

Must see.
TEXT TERRI 406-2072 &

JACKIE THOMPSON 406-1231
MLS #20160999

409 South Oak Ridge
$226,000: You can definitely call this home your
"Forever Home". It features split bedrooms
with tray ceilings in the master bedroom & the
grandroom, gas log fireplace in grandroom,
formal dining room with hardwood floors, kitchen
with bar & breakfast area complete with all
appliances. The yard is level & landscaped with a privacy fence
& there is a shed/playhouse for storage or play. Backed up to
wooded area, enjoy barbeques on the covered patio &/or sit around
the fire pit. EVELYN HITCH 406-3436 MLS #20161004

112 Woodale
$115,000: NEW ROOF! Come see this updated
home on a convenient cul-de-sac street right off
Rucker Blvd. The warm & inviting family room
with a wood burning fireplace is the interior focal
point. Fresh paint & new carpet throughout, a master with a large
walk-in closet & 2 other split bedrooms, make this the perfect
place for newlyweds or a young family. The large deck extends to
a gazebo where everyone is sure to enjoy summer evenings with
family & friends. Lots of storage & an interior laundry room.
JAN SAWYER 406-2393 MLS #20161010

211 Winterberry Way
$149,900: Low maintenance living in high style!
Woodland Park cottages look like doll houses but
function big! This 3BR/2BA brick & vinyl home
has an open floor plan…entertaining in style! The
generous kitchen has gas appliances, tons of
counter space & a breakfast bar! Hook your grill
to natural gas & grill right outside your kitchen
under the covered patio! Your own fenced yard…
one of the largest in WP! Notice bronze hardware
throughout & the custom light fixtures. Front
porch is charming & roomy! MAGGIE HAAS 389-
0011 & CHRIS ROGERS 406-0726 MLS #20161025

205 Stonechase
$224,000: New 4BR/2BA in Stonechase. This
new home is soon to be finished & comes
complete with architectural shingles, brick &
stone exterior. A wood privacy fence, sprinkler
system & sodded yard are part of the package.
Inside you'll find a open floor plan with granite
countertops, stainless appliances, including the
refrigerator, natural gas cooking & heating. The flooring is tile, wood
& carpet. Seller is a licensed Realtor® in the State of Alabama.
NORMAN RILEY CONSTRUCTION 406-6746 MLS #20161034

285 Z Street ~ Daleville
$56,000: This really nice large mobile home has
been well maintained. Features 2 living areas, with
a fireplace in the den, big kitchen with an island,
updated cabinets & pantry, walk-in closets in all
bedrooms, large master bath with garden tub &
separate shower, screened in front & back porch,
large detached 2-car garage with 2 garage doors
(with openers) & space for a workshop. Convenient
to Ft Rucker, schools & shopping. If you are looking
for a mobile home, you need to take a look at this
one. BOB KUYKENDALL 369-8534 & NANCY CAFIERO
389-1758 MLS #20161041

208 Seay
$74,900: Charming home in

an established neighborhood.
2BR/2BA, 2 living areas,
1-car garage. Large lot.
TEXT TERRI 406-2072 &

JACKIE THOMPSON 406-1231
MLS #20161052

4 Stratford
$210,000: Great location close to Ft Rucker. Enjoy the summer with

the inground pool. New liner in
2015. 4BR/2BA & large family
room. New Trane heat pump

in 2015. This house is perfect
for entertaining!.

TEXT TERRI 406-2072 &
JACKIE THOMPSON 406-1231

MLS #20161053

207 Stonechase
$246,000: New 4BR/3BA in Stonechase. Stop & see
this new neighborhood & the beautiful homes that
make up Stonechase. All homes offer wood privacy
fences & whole yard sprinkler systems as standard.
30-yr architectural shingles, brick & stone are also
standard. Inside you'll find open floor plans, granite
countertops & stainless appliances, including the refrigerator. The main
living areas are tile & wood, with the bedrooms having carpet. The
seller is a licensed Realtor® in the State of Alabama. NORMAN RILEY
CONSTRUCTION 406-6746 MLS #20161054

County Road 215 & 217 ~ Jack
$1,400,000 ~ 657± ACRES!!! Approx. 657
acres of land. This land has it all…wooded for
hunting…creek…active agricultural fields…
planted pines. On west portion, creek is the
boundary for the lowest 40 acres. On east,
the land crosses the creek with 20 acres lying on the south side.
Creek is a major tributary to the Pea River. Federal approval for
irrigation from Whitewater Creek. Mineral rights do not convey.
SHAWN REEVES 475-6405 MLS #20161055

262 Trent
$229,000: Large 4BR/3.5BA home. Great home
for family fun & entertaining! Foyer, formal dining
room, cozy living area with gas log fireplace. eat-
in kitchen with breakfast bar & a bonus room that
could be used as an office or den with private exit
to deck/backyard. Master suite downstairs & 3 additional bedrooms
upstairs, with walk-in closets. There are also 2 full baths upstairs.
Also features a sunroom, a salt water pool & a pool patio.
BOB KUYKENDALL 369-8534 MLS #20161058
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Armywide

WEST POINT, N.Y. — A West Point graduation pres-
ents an almost unparalleled spectacle of camaraderie, per-
severance and adventure. These are tomorrow’s military 
elite, passing through a 214-year institution steeped in 
honor and tradition.

May 21, as nearly 1,000 white hats flew up in the air, 
cheers of joy thundered through Michie Stadium. In the 
midst of the spectacle, in the front row, stood the soon-to-
be pinned 2nd Lt. Alix Schoelcher Idrache. Tears covered 
his face as he looked back at the crowd. 

Idrache had a reason to be emotional. In seven years 
he went from speaking basic English in a working class 
neighborhood in Port-au-Prince to graduating from one of 
the most prestigious military and educational institutions 
in the United States. 

In his youth, Idrache witnessed U.S. forces conducting 
humanitarian missions in Haiti. Always fascinated with 
cutting edge technology and military hardware sported by 
U.S. forces, he remarked that it was the CH-47 Chinook 
that blew his mind. 

In Haiti, becoming a pilot can seem an outlandish 
dream. 

“People where I’m from don’t grow up to be pilots, 
right? Like, they don’t dream of flying a helicopter – 

that’s not something you do,” added Idrache. “You don’t 
just say, ‘I’m going to be a pilot,’ and make it happen. 
There’re no Aviation, there’re no helicopters, no flight 
schools. There’re none of that.”

This July, Idrache will enter the Army Aviation Center 
for Excellence at Fort Rucker as West Point’s top-ranking 

See aviation, Page B4

Allies partner for training
FRITZLAR, Germany — Sol-

diers from Kampfhubschrauber-
regiment 36 “Kurhessen,” 1st 
Battalion, 3rd Aviation Regiment, 
12th Combat Aviation Brigade and 
Jäger Battalion 291, conducted a 
four-day joint helicopter training 
exercise, Strong Punch, focused 
on electronic warfare detection 
and evasion techniques May 17-
20 at Heeresflugplatz Fritzlar. 

Strong Punch is an exercise 
laboratory in which German and 
American Aviators can evaluate 
and refine the effectiveness of 
their current tactics, techniques 
and procedures in a threat en-
vironment that consists of real 
world, modern electronic warfare 
platforms and reconnaissance sur-
veillance equipment. 

The exercise began in 2013 
when Staff Captain Thomas Mül-
ler and CW2 John Sims had the 
idea to train together using the 
reconnaissance assets from Jäger-
Battalion 291. Their goal was to 
cultivate the Aviator experience 
base in their respective formations 
by flying training missions against 
an active opposing force. 

Each day of the exercise brought 
a new scenario and focused on a 
different type of operation. The 
first day consisted of a screening 
mission and a forward passage of 
lines. The second day was an air 
interdiction. The exercise culmi-
nated in a search and destroy mis-
sion against a vehicle convoy. 

The opposing force consisted of 
Bundeswehr Soldiers from the 4th 
Company, Jäger Battalion 291, 
Deutsch-Französische Brigade 
out of Illkirch-Graffenstaden. 

The 4th Company is organized 

as a reconnaissance company and 
operates as an independent re-
connaissance unit. Their primary 
electronic monitoring system is 
the RASIT radar system mounted 
on a German Fox transport ve-

hicle. 
The RASIT radar is a ground 

surveillance pulse Doppler system 
used to detect personnel, vehicles 
and aircraft. 

“Seeing the reconnaissance 

company shooting flares to simu-
late a surface-to-air missile strike 
was revealing,” said Capt. James 
Freeman, an AH-64 Apache pilot 
from HHC, 12th CAB. “You just 
can’t replicate that feeling of vul-
nerability from a simulator.” 

This multinational exercise met 
several training objectives for 
Kampfhubschrauberregiment 36 
who are building readiness as part 
of the European Battle group, and 
also 1st Bn., 3rd Avn. Regt. who 
are members of NATO’s Very 
High Readiness Joint Task Force. 

The lessons learned in Strong 
Punch will further prepare the Vi-
pers of 1-3rd Avn. Regt. for Ana-
konda 16.

Exercise Anakonda 2016 is an 
upcoming Polish national exercise 
that seeks to train, exercise and in-
tegrate Polish national command 
and force structures into an allied, 
joint, multinational environment.

By Capt. Jaymon Bell
12th Combat Aviation Brigade
Public Affairs

AH-64 Apaches fly over Sicily Drop Zone during Crescent Reach 16 at Fort Bragg, N.C., May 26. Exercise Crescent Reach tests and 
evaluates the ability of Joint Base Charleston, S.C., to launch a large aircraft formation in addition to transporting, processing and 
deploying passengers and cargo. During the exercise, Air Force assets worked with Army assets from Fort Bragg in order to respond to 
a simulated crisis abroad. 

Photo By Staff Sgt. Marianique SantoS 

ABOVE THE BEST

By Spc. Ryan Noyes
29th Mobile Public Affairs Detachment

Cadet Alix Idrache sheds tears of joy during the commencement for 
the U.S. Military Academy’s Class of 2016 at Michie Stadium in West 
Point, N.Y., May 21. 

Photo By Staff Sgt. vito t Bryant 

Top physics grad heading for Army Aviation

Soldiers from Jäger Battalion 291 pose in front of a Tiger attack helicopter and an AH-64 Apache flown by Capt. James Freeman, 12th CAB, during exercise Strong Punch near Fritzlar, Germany, May 19.

Photo By CaPt. JayMon Bell

DUGWAY PROVING GROUND, Utah – A radar-
based system tested at Dugway will soon allow military 
operators of unmanned aircraft systems to fly within the 
National Airspace System to help maintain their skills.

The Ground-Based Sense and Avoid is the first and 
only system that meets federal requirements that allows 
aircraft operators to see and avoid other aircraft, accord-
ing to John Innes. 

“The GBSAA has been tested at Dugway since 2012,” 
said test lead Innes. Dugway testing is conducted by the 
Army’s Project Manager, UAS of Redstone Arsenal, 
Alabama.

Until the GBSAA was created, flying UAS within the 
NAS required a chase plane or ground observer. The 
new system eliminates that requirement by not only 
accurately displaying other aircraft near the unmanned 
craft, but notifying its operator of potential hazards. De-
velopers will return to Dugway this fall to complete the 
final portion of the last test and do one full test. Contin-
ued testing at Dugway is expected as issues and changes 
within GBSAA are developed or explored, according to 
Innes.

The GBSAA system was created solely for the mili-
tary to allow operators of  UAS to fly safely within the 
NAS without lookouts. There are no commercial plans 
for GBSAA, Innes said. One of the most complex Avia-
tion jurisdictions in the world, the NAS includes the air-
space, airports and navigation facilities of the U.S. and 

Dugway 
tests system 
for improved 
UAS training
By Al Vogel
Dugway Proving Ground Public Affairs

How the Ground-Based Sense and Avoid system appears onscreen 
to the UAS operator. 

Photo By al vogel

See uaS, Page B4

Sgt. Hua Wen, 1-3rd Avn. Regt., and Private Ndifon Leofinn, from Jäger Battalion 291, 
discuss the operation of the RASIT radar system mounted on a German Fox transport.

Photo By SPC. antonio raMirez 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

GENERAL & SPECIAL NOTICES

LODGE NOTICES

MERCHANDISE
HEALTH PRODUCTS

JEWELRY & WATCHES

PETS & ANIMALS

CATS

DOGS

FARMER’S MARKET

FRESH PRODUCE

FRESH PRODUCE

WANTED - FARM & GARDEN

EMPLOYMENT
INSTALLATION, MAINTENANCE & REPAIR

RECREATION
BOATS

CAMPERS & TRAVEL TRAILERS

CAMPERS & TRAVEL TRAILERS

MOTOR HOMES & RVS

TRANSPORTATION

AIRCRAFT SALES

ANTIQUE & CLASSIC VEHICLES

AUTOS FOR SALE

AUTOS FOR SALE

MOTORCYCLES

TRUCKS, BUSES, TRACTORS, TRAILERS

WANTED AUTOS

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING
Your source for selling and buying!

Daylilies For Sale
3293 S. Rocky Creek
Rd. Ashford

Call 334-714-1039 or
334-714-4386

T- Hangars for Lease at
Headland Municipal Airport
$185. Mo. Month-to-Month lease
Tenants get a discount on fuel!
We have a 5002’ paved runway
and a 2348’ turf runway.

Call Pete Crews 850-210-2908
or 334-693-9415.

DIABETIC TEST STRIPS
NEEDED I BUY SEALED/
UNEXPIRED BOXES.

CALL BOB (334) 219-4697
OR (850) 710-0189

Wanted: Old Coins, Gold,
Diamonds, Guns, And Tools

West Main Jewelry & Loan 334-671-1440.

Free Kitten, 8wks, males & female, short hair,
very cute and cuddly. Call 334-898-7616

Half Catahoula & Half BMC Puppies,
8wks old, males & females, parents on site,

$35 Call 334-648-0063

Missing: Pit Bull mix , brown, green eyes. $500
reward. Fell from truck, Hwy 84. 334-494-5306
White Pointer Mix. Great family dog. Sweet,
playful, loving. Spayed. Free. 344-693-9097

Beautiful Brindle/White Boxer Mix. Shy, Loves
belly rubs. Spayed. Free. 334-693-9097

Lg. Sleek Black/white chest Pit Bull Terrier. Full
of Energy/Love. Neutered. Free. 334-693-9097

APLIN FARMS
Now Open
Mon. - Sat. 8-5
334-792-6362
Peaches,

Plums & Nectarine

You pick
squash, cucumbers

& zucchini
(We accept S.N.A.P.)

Bell Farms Open 7 days a week
on the corner of Hwy. 231 S. & 109
Watermelon, tomatoes, peaches and
fresh vegetables. 334-200-8236.

CreekWater Blueberry Farms
U-Pick $8. Gallon

334-406-4405 or 334-588-2708
Hartford - 2 mi. from 4-way stop
3354 E. Co. Rd. 16 Follow Signs

FRESH SWEET CORN
May 12th- July 12th

GREEN CIRCLES FARM
233 Cooler Rd, Bainbridge , GA

229-246-1724
Yellow, White and Bi-Color

Varieties Available Market Price

Hendrix Farm Produce
Now Open Mon-Sat. 8-6

Tomatoes, squash, cukes, zucchini, new
potatoes & peppers. ( we accept s.n.a.p )
Hwy. 52 Slocomb 334-726-7646

SNELL FARMS
Fruit & Vegetable Grower

∂ Tomatoes ∂ Peas ∂ Squash ∂ Snap Beans
∂ Zucchini ∂ Cucumber ∂ New Potatoes
∂ Boiled Peanuts ∂ Jams, Jelly & Local Honey
Ozark @ 2652 Hwy 231 S. (334)733-8289
snellfarms33@gmail.com

We accept EBT, MC, Visa & FMNP Vouchers.

SAWYER’S PRODUCE
HAS FRESH HOME GROWN PRODUCE

Fresh Peaches
You Pick or We Pick

Vine Ripe Tomatoes, English Peas, Snap
Beans and Squash. Other Fresh Vegetables!
Special!! Canning Peach $12 Box
220 W. Hwy 52 Malvern

334-793-6690

Serving the Community for 25+ Yrs
Jackson Farms - Grand Ridge, FL

U-Pick Tomatoes, Pepper & More
Bring your own bucket! 7 days a week.
r Call 850-592-5579 q

Buying Pine / Hardwood in
your area. No tract too small

@ Custom Thinning
Call Pea River Timber
r 334-389-2003 q

Wells Lawn Mower
Taylor, AL.
334-702-9566

rWANTING TO BUY
USED RIDING LAWN MOWERS

THE CITY OF ENTERPRISE
IS ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS
FOR THE POSITION OF:

BUILDING AND GROUNDS
MAINTENANCE WORKER I
Summary: employee assists with all

aspects of building/ground maintenance
to include: carpentry, plumbing,
electrical, masonry, horticulture,
irrigations systems, equipment, ball
fields, parks, swimming pool; operates
tractor with implements and heavy

equipment; assists with various special
events.

STARTING SALARY: $9.32 /HR

OPENING DATE:
MAY 26TH, 2016
CLOSING DATE:
JUNE 9TH, 2016

To apply visit: www.enterpriseal.gov

CITY OF ENTERPRISE
CITY HALL, 501 S MAIN ST. ENTERPRISE,

AL. M-F, 7:30 - 4:30
EOE

17ft Key West 1997 Center
Console: EXCELLENT
CONDITION 2008 90hp
E-Tec 272 hours, Lenco
Trim Tabs, Birdsale Leaning
Post, 2013 Garmin 541,
Marine Stereo System,

Livewell, Custom Cover, Royal Trailer good
condition. Contact through email rmcdoc58@
yahoo.com $8,000 cell phone 850-209-2586

Sun Tracker 2013 Pontoon Boat . 18 ft.
with 60 HP Mercury motor, excellent condition.
Comes with custom snap on cover and all life
jackets. Kept covered in garage or marina.
REDUCED $17,000. 334-618-4250.

1980 Boston Whaler Revenge , 1994 Mercury
200. Also comes with Tandem trailer , ONLY
$10,000 OBO . Boat has Cuddy Cabin. MUST
SELL! for health reason. Call Ken 229-334-5723.

Bass Tracker , 1988 17ft
Boat with trailer, 60HP
Mercury $2,250 Call 334-
796-2205 or 334-794-9743

Star 1 999 Motor Home ,
diesel pusher w/Cummins
300 hp. Spartan Classic.
38 ft. with awnings on
streetside slide & patio.

2AC’s, 2-TV’s, washer/dryer combo. Always
sheltered. New tires /batteries. KBB high book
$43K, low book is $33K. New coach is $300K
plus. Asking $39K. Must see to appreciate!
850-866-7336 or 850-415-7119.

Travel Supreme 1996 5th Wheel, 36ft.
3 slide outs, furnished. ONLY $6000. as is.
334-687-0513.

Wolfpack 2013 28 Toyhauler , sleeps 6, 1 slide
out, full bathroom, great condition, 2 queen
beds, 3 burner stove, refrigerator, AC/heating,
TV with DVD player, stereo with outside speak-
ers Reduced to $16,000. Call 815-742-0572

Allegro 2003 32ft, ESTATE
SALE! slides out, sleeps 6,
full kitchen, dining table,
full bathroom, only 4,400
miles, interior never used.

Asking $25,000 Call 850-209-1483

Newmar 2004 MTN. Aire Motor Home .
Workhorse Chassis, 32,750 miles, 2-slides,
computer desk/Dine. New roof & refrigerator,
auto satellite dish, includes 10K lb. blue Ox
tow bar and brake buddy. $64,900.
850-272-0596 or 850-326-3615.

Pace Arrow 1998
Fleetwood, 35ft motor
home, sleeps 6, 25k miles,
new generator, tires,

floors, dish satellite system, awning, great
shape, $14,500 Call 334-671-2093

(Aircraft) Mooney 1962 M20C, total time 2085
hrs., 1-half owner cost $20,000, other half share
is a full time pilot employed at Fort Rucker.
After the sale aircraft will remain in the hanger
at Enterprise Airport. This is an outstanding
opportunity for an experienced pilot.
Call: Al Cooper 334-347-5480.

Buick 1974 Electra 225, maroon/grey, one
owner, 40k miles, hard top, garage kept
original "Level Plains area" factory original
$5,000. Call 334-618-9413

1980 Antique Classic 450
SL Mercedes , 2-tops, Beck-
er Radio, AC real cold,
runs great, recent tires,
battery and brakes.

Leather interior, KBB High book $43K, Avg.
$25K, Lo-$13K. Asking $8000. OBO. We need to
scale down!! 850-415-7119 or 850-866-7336.

BMW 1998 740iL
Loaded, leather, sunroof,
4 door sedan, V-8, clean,
123,000 miles, excellent,
$3,695 . 334-790-7959.

Chevrolet 2002 Corvette , 350HP V8, automatic,
white with tan leather, one owner, excellent
condition, 33,500 miles, two removable tops,
BBS wheels, Toyo Proxies tires, steel braided
brake hoses, new shocks, sway bars, new in-
terstate battery. Limited Sup. Diff. $20,000 Call
334-347-2457

Chevrolet HHR 2010 , excellent condition,
immaculately maintained, 97L miles, REDUCED
$300. to $7650. 334-347-5060 or 334-791-8222.

DO YOU NEED A VEHICLE ?
Good Credit, Bad Credit?
No Credit Buy here Pay here
Pass, REPO, BK’S, SSI & VA OK

Steve Pope
AKA Mr. Ride today!

334-803-9550 Call for more info.

Honda 2011 Pilot EXL , loaded, beige with beige
leather interior, towing package, 60k miles,
extended 80k mile warranty transferable, all
service records, $19,900. Call 334-714-0333
Leave Message.

Hyundai 2012 Sonata ,
silver/gray in color,
new tires and brakes ,
power windows, seat,

bluetooth & satelite radio. 52K miles.
PRICE REDUCED $12,500 . Below bank pay offer.
334-790-7970 MUST SELL!

Mercury 2010 Grand Mar-
quis LS Ultimate Edition,
loaded, leather, 66,000
miles, like new condition,
$9995. Call 334-790-7959.

Oldsmobile 1997, 88 , tan color, tinted
windows, interior real nice brown leather, runs
good, high mileage, taken care of real well, CD
player. $1500. OBO 334-618-5707. 334-585-1954.
Located in Abbeville.

Toyota 2013 4-Runner Limited LTD SUV
2 wheel drive, 1-owner, excellent condition.
Loaded, 32K miles, remote start, nav., rear vid-
eo, weather tech. mats, leather heated seats,
moon roof, met. gray, $32,500. 334-714-0865.

2002 Harley Davidson
Ultra Classic Electra Glide
Garaged. Purple/black.
Loaded. Chromed out.
14,750 mi. Excellent condi-
tion. $10,999. 334-714-4548

Harley Davidson 2008
Sportster 883CC,
3.3 peanut tank,
50 + MGP, adult owned,
garage kept, everything
factory orginal,
windsheild, backrest,

luggage rack, vivid black. Must See to
appreciate!! $6200 Call 334-598-0061

Harley Davidson Road
King 2006 - 1 owner, excel-
lent cond, garaged, never
dropped, 28K invest. 17K
miles, looks and runs like
new, must see. Asking
$11,499 Cash only please
334-467-0015

Honda 1982 CM250 Custom , all original $1375
334-714-6305.

Honda 1998 Gold Wing , Special Edition with
radio, intercom & CB. New Tires, battery and
brakes. Full dress, runs like new. Books at
$6600. Asking $6100. 850-415-7119 or
850-866-7336.

Honda 1998 Valkyrie,
34K miles, very good
condition, new rear tires,
J&M audio with head sets,
black & chrome, new
battery, 2-helmets,

windshield, sadler bags, back rest & luggage
rack, bike cover, & extra chrome,
REDUCED $3,995. Call 334-790-5768.

Trike 2002 Road King
Classic , garaged,
lowered, runs well,
beautiful, vance & hines
pipes, lots of chrome,

17,300 miles, $18,500. 89 yr. old owner
Bill 334-762-2700 or Call: 334-714-9607

Toyota 2011 Tundra CrewMax , 4X4, 4 door, V8,
black with cloth interior, 136k miles, one own-
er, clean title, camlocker toolbox, leveling kit
$21,000 Call or Txt 334-596-2504

1ST PLACE TO CALL FOR ALL OF
YOUR TOWING NEEDS!

Contact Jason Harger at 334-791-2624

Wanted to buy Junk Cars,
Trucks and Vans
We pay the most !!

Hauled the same day as called.
r Call Jim 334-379-4953
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BUSH HOGGING

CLEANING & HOUSEKEEPING

COMPUTER SERVICES

CONCRETE WORK & COATINGS

CONSTRUCTION & FACILITIES

ELECTRONICS REPAIR

FLOORING

EXCAVATION

HOME IMPROVEMENTS

INSULATORS

HOME IMPROVEMENTS

LANDSCAPE & GARDENING

LAWN SERVICES

LAWN & GARDEN EQUIPMENT & REPAIR

MISCELLANEOUS SERVICES & REPAIR

PAINTING

POWER WASHING

POWER WASHING

ROOFING & RELATED

TREE SERVICE

WOOD FINISHING

Bush Hogging
$45. per hr.
2 hr. min.
334-200-5297

Licensed and Insured

Computer & Laptop Repair
Service Calls Home /Office
Microsoft Certified

Dothanpc.com (Mon-Sat)
2442 Fortner St. Behind
Eye Center South

334-828-1621 334-596-3250

334-492-2235
Free estimates • Dothan, aL

resiDentiaL and CommerCiaL
Licensed, Bonded and insured

H Workmans Comp and General Liability
Concrete Driveways, sidewalks, Curbs,
Concrete Parking Lots, Building slabs,
Any and All of Your Concrete Needs

Call Today “QuaLiTy ResuLTs”
Roy Poole, estimatoR • BRent Poole, owneR

PooLe
ConCReTe

ConTRaCToRs

NEUMANN CONSTRUCTION

Metal Roofing

Over 20 years experience
Locally owned and operated

û FREE ESTIMATE 7 DAYS A WEEK û

Call 334-701-5195

Television Repair
Dothan Electronic Service
Repairing All Types of TV
Repairs since 1970

LCD, LED, Plasma, DLP & CRT units.
Save money by repairing instead of replacing.
Mfg authorized for most name brands.

DLP lamps in stock.
White dots on your DLP TV?

Call us or visit our website for more
information. r 334-792-0551 q
1610 Hartford Hwy. Dothan, AL

www.tvrepairdothan.com or
DES1610@graceba.net

Aero Flooring and
Restoration

Repair, Restretch-new installation.
∂ Carpet ∂Tile ∂Wood ∂ Laminate

MUSCLE GLOSS
100% Epoxy Coating
Garage / Patio Floors
r Call Dave 334-718-5780 q

Surgical Land Clearing
• Forestry Mulching • Land/Lot Clearing

Contact Patrick or John Moore
at 334-714-4047 or 334-803-4281

• Brush Cutting • Small Trees • Food Plots
• Shooting Lanes • Clear Fence Rows

• Lot Beautification • Survey Line Maintenance
• Riding Trails

ûû 25 YEARS EXP. ûû
FULL SERVICE COMPANY

*Ceiling fans *Lights *Doors * Locks
*Windows * Sinks * Faucets * Toilets
*Roof Repairs *Clean Gutters *Painting
*Carpentry *Pressure Washing
*Kitchen & Bath Specialist

"Let us handle your home repair needs"
odd jobs to big jobs

r Ask for Paul: HFHS LLC
locally owned 334-790-2659

D & R
HOMEWORK LLC

∂ General Repairs ∂ Rotten Wood
∂ Windows ∂ Blown Ceiling ∂ Decks
∂ Sheetrock ∂ Painting ∂ Roofs
∂ Doors ∂ Floors ∂ Vinyl Siding

Remodeling, Construction & More!
r (334) 792-5774 q

INSURED, LICENSED & BONDED

Kay Shaughnessy Interiors
BLINDS & SHUTTER
IN-HOME REPAIRS
∂ Tilt Rods ∂ Connectors
∂ Magnets ∂ Tilt Cords
∂ Lift Cords ∂ Sales

Usually Only One Trip
r Call 334-618-2057 q

Superior Craftsmen
Renovation Specialist
RENOVATION & REPAIR
Commercial & Residential
û Additions and Kitchens û

û Baths and Windows/Doors û Water
Proofing & Insurance Work
(Prompt Personal Service)
Handyman Services

35 Years Experience, Est. 1986
We accept major credit cards
References & Portfolio Available
Licensed, Bonded & Insured

CALL: 334-648-6179

WENBEC ENTERPRISES, LLC
ALL TYPES OF CONSTRUCTION
"Call for your free estimate today "

Office (334)-479-0068
ûWindows û Doors û Floors û Roofs û
û Decks û Sheetrock û Painting û
û Vinyl Siding û All Types Of Fencingû
Custom Arbors û Handy Man Services
===========================
Local Family Owned & Operated.
SERVICE YOU CAN TRUST
LICENSED ∂ BONDED ∂ INSURED

WP Home Repairs 334-714-8480

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
CARPENTRY & GENERAL REPAIRS

PAINTING & DRYWALL& PRESSURE WASHING
& DOORS REMODELS & INSURANCE CLAIMS

ª º Visa & Master Card Accepted
r 334-714-8480 www.wphomerepairs.com

Hussey Brothers
House Movers
Structural Relocation

Specialist
Offering Precise Foundation Service,
Using the Pressurized Hydraulic Process
(Modern), Leveling Floors-Closing Cracks-

Adjusting Doors and Windows
Jeff Hussey 334-389-3725
Donnie Hussey 334-389-3728

MUSTARD SEED LANDSCAPING, LLC

Professional Landscape Design/Installation
ERIC HEISNER Landscape Designer

Auburn University Graduate

*Irrigation Installation/Repair.
*Scale Design *Design Consultation
*Pruning *Hardscapes *Drainage

Free Estimates * 334-791-3757
mustrdseed@comcast.net

ALDRICH LAWN CARE
Free Est. Price matching with better quality
Mowing, Edging, Weed Eating & Leaves

r 334-678-9701 OR 334-618-9097
Licensed & Insured - Residential &
Commercial ( Year round service )

û Powell Lawn & Landscape is ready to
serve all your lawn & yard needs.

Services include mowing, trimming, edging,
pruning, shrubs, cleanups & more.

A one time job or scheduled maintenance.
r Fully Licensed. Contact Glenn
for your free estimate 334-200-1368

RHODES FAMILY TOTAL
LAWN SERVICE LLC
"We Do More Than Cut Grass"

Commercial and Residential
∂ Fertilizer ∂ Lay Sod ∂ Minor Storm

Removal ∂ Leaf Removal
∂ Power Wash ∂ Vinyl Siding
∂ Interior/Exterior Painting
(Cell) 334-596-4141
(Bus.) 334-699-2563
FREE ESTIMATES -

Licensed & Bonded.

Walding Landscaping
and Tree Service
∂ Tree Removal

∂ Stump Grinding ∂ Tractor Work ∂ Sod Work
∂ Sprinkler System

FREE ESTIMATES!!!
Call 334-618-3058
or 334-796-9556

RANDY’S SMALL MOTORS
Outdoor Power Equipment

Repair, service and parts sales with over 25
years experience!

5491 Co Rd 410 Elba, AL 36323
(334)897-5168

Assemble Fishing Lures
From the comfort of your own home.

Easy Assembly Work!!
Send self-addressed stamped envelope
with $5.00 to James Phifer "PMB 440"
2932 Ross Clark Circle, Dothan, AL 36301

A’s PAINTING SERVICE
† Interior † Exterior
† Pressure Washing
Free Estimates!
No job too small!!

( Licensed & Insured )
r 334-677-2291 OR 334 -618-0134 q

Painting & Remodeling
Company

∂ Carpentry ∂ Painting
∂ Pressure Washing ∂ Interior or Exterior
∂ Free Estimates. 35 Years Experience
Dependable, Honest, Quality Work

Call 334-405-0987

Steve Driver Painting, LLC
Painting & Pressure Washing
32 yrs. exp. with Ref.

Call Steve 334-405-8159
r Licensed and Insured q

ALL CLEAN Pressure
Washing & Lawn Care
Residential & Commercial
"Let us clean it for you!"

High & Low Pressure!! Lowest Prices!!!
∂ Free estimates ∂ Licensed Bonded & Insured

Call 334-435-5085

Bond’s Mildew Removal
Family Owned & Operated
@ Roof@ Eaves @ Siding

@ Driveways etc.
Roof involves no pressure!

FREE ESTIMATES
Yearly Maintenance Program Available
rWill match or beat any price
334-405-3649 Licensed & Insured

EDDIE HALL PRESSURE WASHING
LOW PRICES FREE ESTIMATES

Homes Commercial & Lake Homes
Fences Gutters µ Eaves µ Driveways

Clean Metal Roofs µ Concrete Bldg. Churches
r 334-797-1327 OR 334-588-2542

*Licensed & Bonded* Clean w/low pressure

Need Exterior Cleaned?

THE MILDEW MAN
FREE ESTIMATES

Roof: Eaves/Siding:
Drives, Etc.

Roof Cleaning Involves
No Pressure Licensed

Call 334-983-5236 & 334-701-3510

Residential & Commercial
Pressure Washing Service
Using the latest steam and hot water
equipment to clean the exterior of your

home or property.

Commercial Kitchens
Specializing in commercial kitchen extractor
& exhaust cleaning with tailored cleaning
packages to meet your business needs to
ensure you comply with Fire & Health

Department Regulations.

No Obligation Free Estimate!!
Call 334-797-2255 or
info@H2Opressure.com
Website: H2Opressure.com

Fully Licensed & Insured

KENNETH BEDSOLE
ROOFING , INC.

334-671-9225
7090 W. Main Street
Dothan, AL

Free Estimates
We Don’t Want To Be The Biggest;
We Want To Be The Best!"

For Repairs and Leaks
Call Greg Mauldin 334-796-9250

METAL ROOFING

50 year/Lifetime 100%
Labor & Material WARRANTY

334-678-ROOF (7663)
2975 Ross Clark Circle

DOTHAN, AL
weatherproofroofs.com
r Come Visit Our

Showroom

A-1 Tree Service
Licensed ∂ Bonded ∂ Insured
∂ Landscaping ∂ Irrigation

∂ Lawn Maintenance ∂ Pressure Washing
GUARANTEED LOWEST PRICES
Call for your FREE estimate!

334-400-4959
30 years of Experience

û Accepting all major credit cards û

Furniture Restoration & Repair
Your old furniture can look just
like new! Custom wood work is
my specialty. Free Estimates
Call Jim 334-791-2074



graduate this year in physics. 
He recalled the first time he filled out 

branch preferences. “I asked myself, 
‘What is one thing I could never be if I 
didn’t come to West Point?’ And that’s a 
pilot.”

It’s a story that’s almost too good to be 
true. How did he achieve a congressional 
appointment, or learn English, or enlist 
in the military practically before his bags 
were unpacked in 2009? What drove him 
into West Point, and what drove him to the 
top of his class?

Idrache credited his father, Dieujuste, 
for playing the primary role in his aca-
demic success. To care for his own fam-
ily, Dieujuste dropped out of school at 14, 
leaving his countryside home to find work 
in Port-au-Prince, and, like any parent, the 
father of this young lieutenant wanted his 
children to have the opportunities that he 
didn’t. 

“My dad always said, ‘Education is the 
only gift I can always give you, because 

I don’t have any anything material to 
give.’”

And so it goes that a young Idrache 
would spend his teenage years as a book 
worm, driven by a father’s encouragement 
to use education and high marks as a ticket 
to a better life. 

His impressive academic drive was fa-
cilitated by his father’s drive to provide 
opportunity. Dieujuste migrated to Amer-
ica in search of a better life for his family 
and, in 2009, was able to bring Idrache to 
the U.S., as well. 

But where this kind of story usually stops 
was, in the case of Idrache, only the begin-
ning of a series of happenstance incidents 
and National Guard-fueled teamwork.

The first of these challenges was a le-
gal requirement. His preliminary visit to 
the United States Citizenship and Immi-
gration Services office involved applica-
tion paperwork with the Selective Service 
System. Idrache used this requirement as a 
means to leverage his future. 

Ultimately, he was attracted to the Mary-
land Army National Guard, as Idrache re-

called with a laugh, “because of a free T-
shirt!” The second stroke of luck happened 
months later, after he had graduated Army 
Combat Basic Training and his Advanced 
Individual Training. 

His sister, then a high school junior, was 
required to hear presentations by the U.S. 
Service Academies. For her brother, she 
brought home a sticker that was handed 
out to students from West Point’s liaison. 
Idrache slapped it on the outside of his lap-
top computer, though felt his chances of 
entering the U.S. Military Academy were 
nil at best.

Idrache credits his platoon leader, then 
2nd Lt. Larry Halvorson, as the person who 
helped change his life for the second time 
in less than a year. Halvorson provided the 
information needed to begin the applica-
tion process, and when the long applica-
tion checklist surfaced, the unit’s full-time 
office administrator, Sgt. 1st Class Christi 
McKinney, was constantly at the ready to 
keep the process organized and moving.

Idrache left the National Guard in 2012 
to enter the 214th class of West Point ca-

dets, but McKinney’s support was always 
there. McKinney and her mother made vis-
its to West Point from the day he became a 
“Plebe” to the day he threw up his cap. 

It was McKinney, with her mother in 
tears nearby, who presented 2nd Lt. Alix 
Idrache his first salute in a courtyard at 
Bartlett Hall, home of the Department of 
Physics and Nuclear Engineering.

In an award ceremony for top-achieving 
scholars, Idrache was recognized with the 
Brig. Gen. Gerald A. Counts Memorial 
Award for earning the highest rating in 
physics. 

After the ceremony, with the audito-
rium empty and all the house lights shut 
off, it was a dramatic atmosphere, to say 
the least. Black walls, black floor, silhou-
ettes of Eisenhower Hall’s 4,432 seats, 
and an illuminated U.S. flag hung above 
the stage.

When asked, “What does that mean to 
you?” Idrache looked to it. Eyes locked. 
His lips quivered as he turned from a 
glance at Old Glory, his face drenched in 
tears from both eyes.

portions of the world’s oceans. In 
the contiguous United States, mili-
tary UAS operators must often en-
ter the NAS to get to other military 
training sites or installations.

“Today, there is a growing list 
of UAS units in the states, re-
turned from combat deployments, 
that need to safely maintain their 
skills,” Innes said. “The GBSAA 
will provide that ability to fly with-
in the National Airspace System.”

Data input to the GBSAA Traffic 
Display comes from ground-based 
radar, and on-board aircraft trans-
mitters that broadcast position. To 
ensure accuracy, data from three 
separate radars are fused together 
and continually compared to data 
from the aircraft. 

A human ground-based operator 
– a former pilot or air traffic con-
troller – monitors the traffic dis-
play for system health, warnings 
and aircraft positions. A separate 
alert display provides a similar pic-
ture and notifies the GBO of poten-
tial aircraft conflicts monitored by 
the GBSAA system. The GBO, at 
an on-ground work station, com-
municates directly with the aircraft 

operator.
The traffic display exhibits a 

series of concentric rings, indicat-
ing distances of 2, 4 and 6 miles 
outward, with the operator’s UAS 
in the center. Aircraft within the 
4-mile ring, whose trajectory proj-
ect a threat, are yellow-tagged and 
prioritized on the alert display ac-
cording to the threat they present 
the UAS receiving GBSAA servic-
es. At the 2-mile ring, if the threat 
increases, the tag becomes red, 
alarms sound and the alert display 
becomes more urgent.

“The warning system allows, at 
the minimum, one minute to take 
corrective action,” Innes said. “In 
actual practice, operators would 
have longer time to take action.”

The human GBO and UAS op-
erators are highly experienced, and 
the GBSAA system contains every 
conceivable scenario to recognize 
potential threats, Innes noted. De-
velopers expect the next genera-
tion of GBSAA to verbally warn 
UAS operators, and suggest how 
to avoid near midair collisions.

Four years ago, the GBSAA was 
tested by flying two Shadow UAS 
on a collision course, Innes said. 
It recognized the threat and noti-
fied the Shadow operator receiving 
GBSAA services, who diverted the 
craft within ample time. Recently, 
the same test was conducted with 
two Gray Eagles. Again, GBSAA 
warned the operator and the Gray 
Eagle receiving GBSAA services 

maintained more than 1 nautical 
mile of separation from the in-
truder.

While the system may seem 
complicated, learning to provide 
GBSAA services to a UAS opera-
tor requires two weeks of training 
for pilots and air traffic controllers, 
Innes said. For a realistic student 
experience, air traffic around the 
busy Boston NAS was recorded. 
An engineer, but not a pilot, Innes 
said he tried the recorded scenario 
and, with the assistance of a GBO, 
navigated his mock UAS without 
incident.

GBSAA testing has been so suc-
cessful that the Army will soon 
field it at five major stateside in-
stallations. The Marines and Air 
Force are also interested in fielding 
the system at one of their stateside 
installations.

Dugway abuts the Air Force’s 
massive Utah Test and Train-
ing Range, where pilots train and 
weapons systems are tested. To-
gether, Dugway and the UTTR 
offer 16,797 square miles of air-
space, with 7,954 square miles 
restricted up to 58,000 feet. Dug-
way’s Michael Army Airfield was 
modernized in 2004. In 2009, the 

Rapid Integration and Acceptance 
Center, commanded by PM UAS 
in Alabama, became a tenant unit 
to streamline the testing of UAS 
improvements. With ample space, 
a modern airfield and experienced 
UAS support, Dugway offers a 
perfect fit for testing the GBSAA 
system.

Innes praised Dugway for its 
support of the GBSAA test since 
2012. 

“Jenny (Gillum, the RIAC di-
rector) creates a team that can’t 
be beat,” he said. “They probably 
have something that you need be-
fore you think of it. I’ve been to 
other places, but RIAC beats them 
all.” 

Michael Army Airfield per-
sonnel and the radio operators at 
Range Control were also lauded by 
Innes for their test support over the 
years.

Eventually, the widespread 
adoption of the GBSAA system 
will make the safe, uncomplicated 
transit of military UAS common-
place, so operators can maintain 
their flight skills. Such flights will 
become routine, thanks to years of 
testing and support by PM UAS, 
Dugway and RIAC, he added.
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A Gray Eagle UAS prepares for takeoff from Dugway’s Michael Army Airfield, Utah. 
Photo by Al Vogel

Continued from Page B1
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OZARK
Thanks

FT. RUCKER

Serving the Wiregrass
Area for 57 years

• OZARK ~ 208 S. Merrick Ave
• MIDLAND CITY ~ Phillip J. Hamm Drive

Two locations to serve you better
®

Jenna Mack, Agent
209 North Highway 231

Ozark, AL 36360
(334) 774-2020

jenna@jenna4auto.com

We’re all in this together.
State Farm® has a long tradition
of being there. That’s one reason
why I’m proud to support Ft. Rucker
soldiers and their families.

1211004 State Farm, Bloomington, IL

Get to a better State®.

Welcome to Ozark
Health and Rehabilitation, LLC

Our Family Caring for Yours
312 Bryan Drive, Ozark, AL 36360
(334) 774-2561 or (334) 774-3398

Specializing in Long Term Care
Short Term Rehab with PT, OT & ST Respite Care

An NHS Affiliate
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Community Red planet
Army center’s food 
packaging will 
support Mars mission 
Story on page C4

Summer vacation often leads to a 
loss of lessons learned during the pre-
vious school year, but Center Library 
staff hopes to help students retain in-
formation while developing a love for 
learning.

The Center Library’s summer read-
ing program, themed “Read – for the 
Win,” kicks off Saturday with a party at 
the post theater from 9-11 a.m.

“We will have the Warrant Officer 
Career College Challenge Course set 
up for the kids, as well as all of the 
equipment for a fun game of Human 
Hungry Hippos,”  Cameron Hill, Cen-
ter Library children’s programming 
coordinator, said. “There will also be a 
craft table set up and we plan to give 
away a few cool prizes.

“The program is designed to keep 
kids engaged and learning throughout 
the summer to better prepare them for 
the next school year,” she added.

According to Hill, several events are 
planned throughout the summer to help 
keep children excited about reading 
and learning.

“There will be an art class at the 
Center Library June 16 at 4 p.m.,” she 
said. “Kids can melt crayons onto can-
vas and create a one-of-a-kind master-
piece. 

“’Reading: The Sport of Champi-
ons!’ takes place at The Commons, 
Bldg. 8950, June 29 at 3:30 p.m.,” 
she added. “It is a show that combines 
magic, puppets, comedy, storytelling 
and audience participation. “

The Center Library will host a game 
night July 7 from 4-6 p.m., according 
to Hill, with board games for all ages 
to play.

The summer reading program will 
also help children maintain an active 
lifestyle during the summer.

“We have also planned a fitness class 

on July 19 from 9-10 a.m.,” Hill said. 
“Kids can have fun doing a variety of 
exercises and competing for prizes.”

The summer reading program will 
culminate with an awards presentation 
July 30 beginning at 1 p.m. at the post 
theater. 

“After the ceremony, there will be a 
complimentary showing of the movie, 
Turbo,” Hill said. “All of these events 
are completely free of charge.”

Alongside the summer reading pro-
gram, library staff will also host a sum-
mer safety series.

“Our Summer Safety Series is an 
educational program designed for kids 
who plan to be outdoors during the 
summer,” Hill said. “The first part of 
the series took place Tuesday and was 
presented by Alabama Power. The sec-
ond part will be Tuesday and will be all 
about sun and water safety. The final 
program is scheduled for June 14. Chil-
dren will learn how to be safe around 

dogs. 
“All of these events are free and will 

take place at the library from 10-11 a.m. 
and require registration,” she added. 

Even though the summer will be jam 
packed with events for the youth, Hill 
said the library offers something for ev-
eryone all year round. 

“Our facility has more to offer than 
just books,” she said. “We have enter-
tainment and research materials, free 
programs for children and adults, pub-
lic access computers, and quiet places 
to study or read.

“No matter the age, we have a vari-
ety of events planned and designed to 
keep readers busy, interested, and en-
gaged,” she added.

Parents of home-school students are 
invited to attend a home school ques-
tion and answer session July 20 from 
1:30-2:30 pm.

For information on or to register for 
upcoming events, call 255-3885.

VOLUNTEER 
OPPORTUNITIES

As summer makes its way back into the 
South, Fort Rucker’s Outdoor Recreation 
is providing plenty of reasons to head out 
to the great outdoors and hit the water.

From cabins to boating to water slides at 
Lake Tholocco, people will be hard pressed 
to find themselves without something to 
do when it comes to outdoor recreation on 
the installation, said Megan Royer, Lake 
Tholocco Lodging business manager.

The area around the 670-acre lake 
boasts 22 cabins, 21 of which are two-
bedroom cabins and one three-bedroom 
cabin, all available for rent to active-duty 
and retired service members, families, and 
Department of Defense civilians.

People can take advantage of everything 
the cabins have to offer, including: fully-
furnished accommodations, fully-equipped 
kitchens, screened-in back porch, 32-inch 
flat screen TVs, satellite and DVD players, 
and complimentary wireless high-speed 
Internet access.

Twelve cabins – the Singing Pines Cab-
ins – are found on the lake’s West Beach, 
where people can enjoy breathtaking sun-
rises, said Royer, and 10 cabins are along 
East Beach, where people can enjoy a 
view of an Alabama sunset.

“There are four cabins that are pet 
friendly, so if people want to bring their 
fur-children, that is totally acceptable,” 
said the lodging manager.

RV park or rent
In addition to cabin rentals, there is also 

a recreational vehicle park that people can 
take advantage of.

“We have a recreational vehicle park 
with a total of 48 camp sites, 18 of which 
are long-term sites – the rest are short term 
that are rented at a maximum of 2-weeks 
at a time,” said Royer The short-term sites 
rent for $18 per night and the long-term 
sites can be rented for two to three months 
at a time depending on the season.

People can also rent travel trailers – there 
are six trailers and 2 cool-camps available 
for rent that can sleep anywhere from two 
to six people. They are $45 a night or $200 
for six nights, and they can go off the in-
stallation with no mileage limits.

Camping equipment is also available for 
rent.

West Beach
One of the largest and most well known 

attractions on Fort Rucker is Lake Tholoc-

co’s West Beach, which is the designated 
swimming area for the lake. West Beach 
is fitted with a water trampoline and two 
water slides.

“We also have eight pavilions avail-
able for rent, two of which are indoor and 
air conditioned, and they are open to the 
public,” added Melissa Kelley, ODR lead 
recreation assistant. The rental rates range 
from $25-$85, and there are also canopies 
available for rent ranging from 10’x10’ to 
20’x30’, along with folding chairs, tables 
and basically anything people need for 
outdoor parties.

To go along with people’s camping or 
cabin experience, outdoor recreation also 
has what they need to take to the water.

“We have boat rentals available rang-
ing from Jon boats, pontoon boats and ski 
boats, and we also have canoes, kayaks, 

paddleboats and new stand-up paddle-
boards that are available on a first-come, 
first-served basis,” said Kelley.

To be eligible for the boat rentals, peo-
ple must be a DOD civilian, active-duty 
military or a retired service member. Boat 
rental prices depend on the amount of time 
people would like the boat for.

Boaters are not required to have the Al-
abama vessel requirements to rent boats, 
said Kelley, but they do need to complete 
the Fort Rucker Boater Safety Course, 
which consists of 25 questions and is an 
open book exam that people can take free 
of charge. The course must be taken on site 
at the outdoor recreation service center.

For more information, call 255-4305.

By Nathan Pfau
Army Flier Staff Writer

Soldiers and families at Lake Fest last year enjoy canoes and paddle boats that are available for rent at Lake Tholocco’s West Beach.
Photos by NathaN Pfau

Post home to recreational paradise
ThE GREaT OUTdOORS

Center Library events keep 
youth active, engaged, informed

POSITION: Army Community 
Service English as a Second 
Language Teacher

DUTIES: Provide language 
instruction to foreign-speaking 
individuals interested in speaking 
English. If interested, call 255-
3735.

POSITION: Welcome Center 
Assistant   

DUTIES: Assist welcome 
center customers with maps, 
directions, telephone numbers or 
any other information requested. 
Answer the telephone. Prepare 
SITES files for outgoing personnel 
and family members. Assemble 
welcome packets for distribution. 
Prepare compact disks for 
mailing and distribution. Ensure 
accurate customer records are 
maintained. Provide light clerical 
support relative to ACS relocation 
readiness services, including data 
entry for the ACS Client Tracking 
System. Perform fact-checking 
and research for SITES and other 
information sources. If interested, 
call 255-3735.

POSITION: Survivor Outreach 
Services

DUTIES: Assist with SOS 
briefings and activities. Help in 
the development, preparation and 
mailing of SOS newsletters. Assist 
with general office organization. 
If interested, call 255-9637. 

Then-Second Lt. Damien Watkins, D Company, 1st 
Battalion, 145th Aviation Regiment, goes up for a 
spike during a volleyball tournament at the 2015 
Lake Fest.

The cabins at Lake Tholocco.

Community members enjoy the swimming area at 
Lake Tholocco’s West Beach.

By Jeremy Henderson
Army Flier Staff Writer
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Center Library Summer Safety Series
The Center Library will host its Summer 

Safety Series, an educational program for 
children. The second part of the series will 
be sun and water safety, and will be led by 
the Fort Rucker Aquatics staff, Tuesday at 
10 a.m. The third part of the series will be 
presented June 14 at 10 a.m. and children 
will learn how to be safe around dogs, as 
well as how to act when encountering ther-
apy dogs. Registration is required for these 
programs and will be limited to the first 65 
children to register. The events are Excep-
tional Family Member Program friendly 
and open to authorized patrons. 

For more information or to register, stop 
by the library or call 255-3885.

SPLASH! Summer Luau
The SPLASH! 2016 Summer Luau is 

scheduled for Saturday from 11 a.m. to 4 
p.m. The event will feature music, limbo 
contests, a T-shirt tie-dying station (partici-
pants must bring their own T-shirt), a dunk 
tank, corn hole stations, a bouncy house, 
swimming, water slide and an Aqua Climb 
rock wall. Door prizes will be given away 
throughout the event. There will also be 
food available for purchase. The event is 
open to the public. Cost for the event will 
be the daily admission fee or pass-holder 
fee. 

For more information, call 255-9162.

Family member resilience training
Army Community Service will host fam-

ily member resilience training Monday 
from 8:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. at The Com-
mons. The training is designed to give 
people the tools they need to become more 
resilient in all the challenges that life may 
throw at them. 

For more information, call 255-3161 or 
255-3735.

Employment readiness class
The Fort Rucker Employment Readiness 

Program hosts orientation sessions monthly 
in the Soldier Service Center, Bldg. 5700, in 
the Army Community Service multipurpose 
room, with the next session June 9. People 
who attend will meet in Rm. 350 at 8:40 
a.m. to fill out paperwork before going to 
the multipurpose room. The class will end 
at about 11 a.m. The sessions will inform 
people on the essentials of the program and 
provide job search tips, as well. Advance 
registration is required and attendance at a 
session is mandatory for participation in the 
program. 

For more information, call 255-2594.

Super Dad and Kids Event
Army Community Service will host its 

Me and My Sidekick: A Super Dad and 
Kids Event June 11 from 11:30 a.m. to 
1:30 p.m. at The Commons. The event is 
designed to enrich the parent-child rela-
tionship. The event will feature crafts and 
games, and snacks will be provided along 
with goodie bags for each child. The event 
is limited to the first 24 people to register. 
The deadline to register is Tuesday7. 

For more information or to register, call 
255-9636 or 255-9644.

Army Birthday cake 
The Landing Zone will host a birthday 

cake cutting to help celebrate the Army’s 
birthday June 14 at noon. For more infor-
mation, call 598-8025. 

Fathers Day craft
The Center Library will host a Fathers 

Day craft session June 14 from 3:30-4:30 
p.m. for children ages 3-11. Light refresh-
ments will be served. Space is limited to 
the first 65 children to register. The event 
is open to authorized patrons and is Excep-
tional Family Member Program friendly.

To register or get more information, stop 
by the Center Library or call 255-3885. 

Book club for adults
The Center Library hosts a book club for 

adults the third Tuesday of each month from 
5-6 p.m. Light refreshments will be served. 
For more information, call 255-3885.

Book club for teens
The Center Library hosts a book club for 

teens the third Saturday of each month from 
4-5 p.m. Light refreshments will be served. 
For more information, call 255-3885.

Melted Crayon art
The Center Library, as part of its 2016 

Summer Reading Program, will host “The 

Winning Colors,” June 16 from 4-5 p.m., 
featuring melted Crayon art. The program 
is open to authorized patrons and is Excep-
tional Family Member Program friendly. 
Registration is required. 

To register or get more information, stop 
by the Center Library or call 255-3885. 

Single parent game night
Army Community Service and the Army 

and Air Force Exchange Service will host 
a single parent game night June 16 from 
5-7 p.m. at the AAFES post exchange food 
court. Free giveaways will be included. 
Registration is required by June 10. The 
event is open to authorized patrons and 
is Exceptional Family Member Program 
friendly. This is an initiative of Fort Rucker 
Community Health Promotions Council 
Family Resiliency Work Group. 

For more information or to register, call 
255-3359 or 255-9647.

ScreamFree train the trainer
The Fort Rucker Family Advocacy 

Program will host a ScreamFree train the 
trainer session June 23-24 from 8:30 a.m. 
to 4:30 p.m. at the Munson Heights Com-
munity Center. The sessions is limited to 
15 participants. The deadline to register is 
June 17. 

For more information and to register, call 
255-3898.

Newcomers welcome
Army Community Service will host a 

newcomers welcome June 17 from 8:30-11 
a.m. at The Landing. Active duty, spouses, 
foreign students, Army civilians and family 
members are encouraged to attend. A free 
light breakfast and Starbucks coffee will be 
served. For free childcare, register children 
at the child development center by calling 
255-3564. Reservations must be made 24 
hours prior to the newcomers welcome. 

For more information, call 255-3161 or 
255-2887. 

Dueling Pianos
The Landing will host Dueling Pianos 

June 17 from 8 p.m. to midnight in the ball-
room. Billed as a high-energy, all request, 
sing along, clap along, rock n’ roll, comedy 
piano show, the event is open to the public 
for ages 16 and older. Doors open at 7 p.m. 
Advance tickets cost $12 through June 16, 
and cost $16 the day of the event and at the 
door. VIP tables are also available for $150. 
VIP tables seat 10 patrons and are guaran-
teed to be located near the stage. Advance 
tickets may be purchased at The Landing, 
The Landing Zone, Coffee Zone at Lyster 
and MWR Central in Bldg. 5700. 

For more information, call 598-2426 or 
255-9810.

Fathers Day brunch
The Landing Zone will host its Fathers 

Day brunch June 19 from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
For more information, call 598-8025.

FRG leadership training
Army Community Service will host 

family readiness group leadership train-
ing June 21from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. in Bldg. 
5700, Rm. 371F. For more information, 
call 255-3817.

Resilience Through Art Work Space 
The Fort Rucker Arts and Crafts Cen-

ter will host its Resilience Through Art 
Work Space grand opening June 23 from 
1-3 p.m. The Resiliency Through Art 
program is not an art class and no prior 
art experience is needed. Instead, par-
ticipants are encouraged to explore vari-

ous art mediums with open expectations, 
concentrating on the process of creativity, 
not the end product, according to organiz-
ers. The program focuses on the process 
of personal expression through art in a 
small group setting. Participants will find 
art naturally relaxing when used in the 
supportive environment of the arts and 
crafts center. The program is free to ser-
vice members and retirees. The program 
is Exceptional Family Member Program 
friendly.

For more information, call 255-9020.

FOrt ruCker Movie Schedule for June 2-5

TickeTs are $6 for adulTs and $5 for children, 12 and under. MiliTary i.d. card holders and Their guesTs are welcoMe. schedule subjecT To change. for More inforMaTion, call 255-2408. 

DFMWR 
Spotlight

Freedom Fest
A scene from last year’s Freedom Fest. Fort Rucker will host Freedom Fest July 1 from 4-10 p.m. on the festival fields for a day of food, activities 
and fun, culminating in one of the area’s largest fireworks show, according to organizers. The 98th Army “Silver Wings” Band will provide the live 
entertainment. Other activities include a variety of displays, children’s inflatable fun zone, rides, and a variety of local and regional vendors. The 
event is free and open to the public. No glass, coolers, backpacks or pets will be allowed. For more information, call 255-1749.

Photo by NathaN Pfau

Thursday, June 2 Friday, June 3 Saturday, June 4 Sunday, June 5

The Angry Birds (PG).......................7 p.m.TMNT: Out of the Shadows (PG-13) 7 p.m. TMNT: Out of the Shadows (PG-13)    
.......................................4 & 7 p.m.

TMNT: Out of the Shadows (PG-13)  
......................................................1 & 4 p.m.



FORT SAM HOUSTON, Texas — The 
U.S. Army Installation Management com-
mand recently became the first Department 
of Defense component to complete the 
100-percent quality assurance quality con-
trol review of the command’s world-wide 
cemetery operations.

Records that were part of the initial ac-
countability operation spanned more than 
240 years and 29 cemeteries on 19 garri-
sons. The IMCOM Cemetery Operations 
team will now move from accountability to 
sustainment operations, according to Greg-
ory Kuhr, the director of G4, facilities and 
logistics for IMCOM.

“This work honors all those who rest in 
an IMCOM cemetery, as well as the spouses 
and families left behind,” Kuhr said. “Visi-
tors now know their loved ones are treated 
with dignity and respect and are in an envi-
ronment befitting of their sacrifice.”

Based on the success of the Arlington 
National Cemetery gravesite accountabil-
ity initiative in 2012, then-Secretary of the 
Army John M. McHugh directed all Army 
land-holding commands to perform the 
same 100-percent accountability mission, 
and directed them to bring and sustain cem-
etery operations to new standard levels.

IMCOM responded by creating a cem-
etery operations team that included Geo-

spatial Information System specialists who 
travelled to each cemetery and created 
digital maps with grave marker photos and 
meta-data in a centralized database.

The paper records of interment for each 
of the more than 43,000 deceased were then 
scanned and uploaded to the database, and 
matched to their corresponding grave sites.

“The key to the accountability mission is 
the quality assurance, quality control pro-
cess that ensures every plot is reviewed for 
accuracy,” said Peter Kendrick, IMCOM 
cemetery operations project manager.

“IMCOM analysts reviewed 100 percent 
of the cases – one case per grave plot – to 
confirm the accuracy of the digital records,” 
Kendrick said.

The team leveraged technology by de-
veloping a knowledge management tool 
called the IMCOM Wiki Cemetery Library 
that allowed cemetery personnel to quickly 
navigate through large amounts of informa-
tion and compile cemetery information into 
one comprehensive database.

“The database is easy to access and easy 
to use,” Kendrick said. “Easier access to 
files and documents meant less time spent 
searching for information.

“This system is expected to be used by 
the Army National Military Cemeteries of-
fice as a best practice for the Army, DOD 
and federal agencies to use enterprise-
wide,” he said.

Now that the accountability is complete, 
the IMCOM Cemetery Operations office 
will focus on sustaining the process with 

updates for each new interment and en-
hancing the system to allow public access.

The goal is to create a robust, online 
database that will allow public viewing of 
not only interment information, but of the 
cemeteries and grave markers themselves, 

through the Internet or smart phone utili-
ties.

“Ultimately, we hope all Americans will 
take pride that the resting place of our na-
tion’s heroes is one of honor and respect,” 
Kuhr said.

WASHINGTON — The mili-
tary is a family, and not even death 
can end those familial bonds.

This truism was demonstrated 
again Friday as Defense Secretary 
Ash Carter threw open the doors 
of the Pentagon to more than 350 
members of the Tragedy Assis-
tance Program for Survivors.

These are the families who have 
all received the news no one ever 
wants to hear – that their loved 
one has died.

Carter, his wife Stephanie and 
TAPS founder Bonnie Carroll 
welcomed all participants to the 
Pentagon with military coins and 
hugs. “We think of you – our fam-
ily here in the Department of De-
fense – think of you as forever a 
part of our family,” Carter said. 
“Know that we love you. Your 
country loves you. We will never 
forget why you’re here. We can 
never make that up to you, but 
we can always remember. We can 
always treasure you. Welcome 
home.”

Carroll was motivated to form 
the organization when her hus-
band, Brig. Gen. Tom Carroll and 
seven others, were killed in the 
crash of a C-12 in Alaska in 1992. 
“I went looking for the kind of 
support organization I knew ex-
isted for other types of loss in our 
society and found it just wasn’t 
there,” she said. “It had never 
been created in America for mili-

tary families grieving a loss.”
Carroll did two years of work to 

identify gaps in service and find 
where the needs were. In 1994, 
she created TAPS. The group pro-
vides care and support to an av-
erage of 13 new survivors every 
day. The program runs 24/7 and 
offers care to more than 60,000 
surviving family members.

Valuing service
“Every American should 

serve,” said one man who lost his 
son in Iraq. “It doesn’t have to be 
in the military, but somewhere in 
the community – soup kitchens, 
parks, whatever. Think how much 
better we would be if that hap-
pened.”

The survivors are proud of their 
service, too. “Our loved ones were 
part of that one percent who did 
step forward and raised their right 
hands and pledged to protect and 
defend the freedoms of this coun-
try, and when they did so their 
families served right along with 
them,” Carroll said. “So when 
their sacrifice was made, their 
family sacrificed also.”

The group has been coming to 
the Pentagon for just a couple of 
years, Carroll said, and they are 
grateful to all the service mem-
bers who volunteer to work with 
the group. It can also lead to heal-
ing. She said that last year one of 
the Coast Guard rescue swimmers 
who was helping with the kids 
noticed a TAPS volunteer wear-
ing a button that said “suicide loss 

team.”
“He shared that he had just 

lost his son to suicide,” she said. 
“That’s what TAPS is about. It’s 
connecting at the heart level. It’s 
about finding those who are griev-
ing in silence and standing alone 
and bringing them into a family 
where they are loved and under-
stood.”

Finding the new normal
Cheryl Lankford has been in 

the program since her husband, 

Army Command Sgt. Maj. Jon-
athan Lankford, died in Iraq on 
Sept. 22, 2007.

Lankford lives in San Antonio 
and now uses her experiences to 
help other grieving families.

She said most Americans have 
been supportive of the military, 
but they often forget that when 
a service member dies, there are 
family members left behind.

“One of the things that I like 
to tell people is that my husband 
was more than a Soldier – which 

he was and he loved it – but he 
was a husband and he was a fa-
ther and he was a brother and 
a son and a battle buddy and a 
command sergeant major,” she 
said.

Lankford is now a senior TAPS 
peer mentor. “This program has 
been a life-changer and a life-
saver for me and my 11-year-old 
son,” she said. “In the last nine 
years, we’ve had to come into 
a new normal, understanding 
what our lives look like now, the 
transition that we’ve been going 
through. Coming together with 
other survivors of military loss 
helps with that transition.”

Coming together was the goal 
of the evening, and plenty of 
volunteers helped to facilitate 
it.

Each of the services had repre-
sentatives posted at various parts 
of the Pentagon to host the sur-
vivors. The National Basketball 
Association – including some of 
its stars – worked with the chil-
dren in the Pentagon courtyard. 
Children petted horses, watched 
a Marine Corps K-9 demonstra-
tion, spun around the turret in a 
Humvee, sat in a Coast Guard 
rescue basket and more.

“We’re really humbled by the 
way the service members in the 
Pentagon have turned out for 
us,” Carroll said.

The survivors had a full itin-
erary planned for the weekend, 
which culminated at Arlington 
National Cemetery Monday.
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By Jim Garamone
Department of Defense News

FaMILY BONdING
Pentagon embraces survivors at TAPS event

Defense Secretary Ash Carter greets a young guest as he and his wife, Stephanie, 
welcome members of the Tragedy Assistance Program for Survivors to the 
Pentagon, May 27. 
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Bringing People Together Thru Faith
ARMY FLIERChurch DirectoryChurch Directory

Call 347-9533 to advertise your church on this page.

“Be ye followers of
me, even as I also
am of Christ.”
1 Corinthians 11:1

Christ the King
LUTHERAN CHURCH

Jesus Gathers
Us Together

J

Vacation Bible School
at

JUNE 13-17, 2016
Dinner - 5:15pm • Progr�� 5:40-8:00pm

208 E Watts St, Enterprise, AL
Reverend Jim Endrihs

Register online at www.enterpriselutheran.org

JULY 7-9, 2016
4:45-8:00pm Thurs & Fri with Dinner
8:45am-12:00pm - Lunch included

Children ages 4-11
2454 Andrews Ave, Ozark, AL

Reverend Chad Ingle
Register online at www.vbsmate.com/popvbs

Prince of Peace
LUTHERAN CHURCH

at

214 S. Main Street • Enterprise
347-3467

Prayer Line 347-3467 ext 321
Service Times:
Traditional - in the

Fellowship Hall.............. 11:00AM

Contemporary C-3 - in the
Fellowship Hall.................8:45AM

The Gathering (Youth) ........ 6:00PM

Sunday School ....................9:55AM

Nursery Care .............Every Service

First United
Methodist ChurchM

735 East Lee St
Enterprise, AL
36330

334-347-9530
www.GreenHillPC.org

Traditional Worship: 11:00AM

Sunday School: 9:30AM

Coffee & Fellowship: 10:30AM

Grace Baptist Church

Independent - Fundamental - Soul Winning

LISTEN TO A LIFE CHANGING MESSAGE OF HOPE
“God So Loved the World”

www.1john316.net

334-774-2311
www.GraceBaptistChurch-Ozark.com

Minutes from Ft. Rucker Ozark’s Gate
On the corner of Highway 231 & Parker Drive

Here, it’s not about the building...

VINEYARD CHURCH
DOTHAN

Sun 10:30 Service; Wed 6:30 Small Groups
(334) 671-0093 • 150 B���l���� Rd
DothanvineyaRD.com

“Small things done with great love
will change the world”

By William P. Bradner
U.S. Army Installation Management 
Command
Public Affairs

IMCOM meets quality assurance goal in cemetery ops

Sgt. Mark Speakman photographs a grave marker at Fort Devens, Mass.
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NATICK, Mass. — When de-
signing food processing and pack-
aging for a future mission to Mars, 
researchers at the U.S. Army 
Natick Soldier Research, Devel-
opment and Engineering Center 
recognize the gravity of their task. 

To best nourish Mars astronauts 
and maintain a quality of life, de-
vising the right food packaging, 
combined with compatible and 
effective food processing tech-
niques, is just as important as the 
food that’s in it. 

Danielle Froio, a materials engi-
neer in NSRDEC’s Combat Feed-
ing Directorate, is investigating 
the effects of various processing 
techniques and packaging materi-
als on vitamin stability and shelf 
life. 

Froio’s work on packaging is 
part of a larger CFD project with 
NASA that also involves Ann Bar-
rett’s work investigating matrix 
effects on vitamin stability and 
Michelle Richardson’s work per-
fecting a breakfast meal replace-
ment bar. 

“Sometimes people assume that 
you can just put food in a package, 
but a lot has to go into designing a 
package for a specific food item,” 
said Froio. “If you want to keep the 
moisture out, you need to use dif-
ferent materials than if you want to 
keep the oxygen out. It’s important 
to design a package that meets the 
specific needs of a particular food 
item.”

NASA reached out directly to 
CFD researchers for their exper-
tise. 

“We’ve had relationships with 
NASA over the years, so it is a 
really good fit because both the 
military and NASA have the same 
need for extended shelf life and 
even more so now with NASA try-
ing to plan for a five-year shelf life 

for the Mars mission,” said Froio. 
“They are prepositioning the food 
on Mars so it will be there before 
the astronauts get there – that’s 
why we need the five-year shelf 
life. The food will be their initial 
food source.” 

Froio is working on packaging 
and processing for a main entrée. 
One type of entrée is investigated 
at a time to better enable the selec-
tion of the most effective process-
ing and packaging. 

“I’m working on a retort food 
item, creamy Cajun chicken, which 
is very similar to an entrée that you 
would find in an MRE (Meals, 
Ready-to-Eat),” said Froio. “Part 
of this effort is looking at a high-
water-activity food item, rather 
than the low-water-activity items 
that Michelle and Ann are inves-
tigating.” 

CFD is investigating packag-
ing structures from previous MRE 
studies as well as commercially 
available pouches. The packaging 
will then be combined with differ-
ent processing methods.

“With the MRE we use a retort 
process that is essentially like a 
pressure cooker,” said Froio. “It 
sterilizes the food using a high tem-
perature so that you can keep it on 
the shelf for up to three years and 
it is still safe to consume. For this 
project, we were looking at com-
paring the retort process, which 
can be thermally degrading to 
food, to some of these other novel-
type processes that are not as ther-
mally aggressive, like radiation, 

microwave-assisted thermal ster-
ilization and also pressure-assisted 
thermal sterilization. Each of these 
processes reduces the integrated 
time-temperature exposure of the 
foods, which may help reduce vi-
tamin loss. The three different pro-
cessing techniques are being used 
with three different packaging 
materials to see what the effects of 
these processing methods are on 
the packaging alone.”

CFD is investigating which 

packaging would survive which 
processes and then will determine 
what will be the best candidate to 
use in a three- or five-year shelf-
life study, which will show which 
processing methods and packag-
ing structures result in the most 
nutritious and highest quality 
food. CFD also did some testing to 
see if processing has any effect on 
the pouch seal, as well as a burst 
test to see how much pressure will 
cause the pouch to burst.

“We measured the mechanical 
properties of the different types of 
packaging and how strong they are 
both before and after processing,” 
said Froio. “Another important 
property is oxygen and water va-
por barrier performance, because 
that is an essential component to 
extending product shelf life.”

It’s scientifically challenging 
to come up with the right type of 
packaging since both the military 
and NASA demand a degree of 
uniformity.

“The military and NASA don’t 
want to have 12 different pouch-
es,” said Froio. “They want to have 
one pouch that fits the bill for ev-
ery different type of food item that 
they have. For these retort items, 
we have quad-laminate structures 
that have foil and three other lay-
ers of material. And for snack 
items we use a tri-laminate. All 
foods have to be able to be served 
in these two types of pouches.” 

For Froio, it’s exciting to be 
working on a project that could 
impact a future Mars mission.

“Morale is tied very tightly to 
food,” said Froio. “If you have a 
good meal that’s tasty, then you 
will probably be in a lot better 
mood than when you have some-
thing that’s cold and not tasting so 
well. For NASA astronauts, when 
they first get to Mars, this will be 
their primary food source until 
they are able to establish alterna-
tive food sources.”

It’s also rewarding to know that 
her work helps both warfighters 
and astronauts alike. 

By Jane Benson
U.S. Army Natick Soldier 
Research, Development and  
Engineering Center Public 
Affairs

Danielle Froio, a materials engineer at the Natick Soldier Research, Development and Engineering Center, is working on food 
packaging and processing techniques to support a future NASA mission to Mars. 
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The Natick Soldier Research, Development and Engineering Center is working on food 
packaging and processing techniques to support a future NASA mission to Mars.
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WASHINGTON – By understanding Go 
– a board game said to have been invented in 
China around 3,000 years ago – the United 
States can better craft its national security 
strategy with China and avoid war, says a re-
search professor at the U.S. Army War Col-
lege’s Strategic Institute.

Retired Col. William “Trey” Braun led a 
discussion on U.S.-China strategy at the Na-
tional Press Club May 24.

With him were some of the 10 U.S. and 
international students from the USAWC 
who participated in a nine-month study of 
that strategy. Braun was project lead, with 
support from fellow USAWC research pro-
fessor David Lai.

Before understanding Go, however, one 
needs to understand the tense relationship 
China and the U.S. have, Braun said, de-
scribing it as “the gray zone.”

Basically, both countries are operating in 
the gray zone, where neither war nor peace 
is present. And, “the U.S. is not doing well in 
that competitive space,” he said.

The gray zone emerged around 2008, 
when Beijing hosted the summer Olympics, 
he said. It was at that time that China – a 
rapidly rising military and economic power 
– began to flex its muscles in the region. At 
the same time, the U.S. went into the so-
called “Great Recession” and was focused 
in Southwest Asia.

By flexing its muscle, Braun said he meant 
China occupying reefs in the South China 
Sea inside other Southeast Asian countries’ 
200 nautical mile exclusive economic zone – 
much further away from China’s. China also 
began challenging air and nautical passage 
of other countries with its own air and naval 
fleet, sometimes using its fishing vessels as 
proxies.

Braun said his group’s study predicted 
that future aggressive acts could result in a 
miscalculation that triggers war. In fact, 16 
countries from other parts of the world at 
one time went through their own gray zones 
with competitor nations and, of those 16, 12 
resulted in miscalculations leading to war.

The goal of the study, he said, was to find 
a way for the U.S. and its partner nations in 
that area to navigate smoothly through the 
gray zone transition, where China’s rise to 
eventual U.S. equality of power in the region 

will transition peacefully. Both countries, he 
noted, share this desire to resolve differences 
without using force.

Go is much more than a game, Braun said. 
It’s the prism through which China views 
the world and the way it thinks and oper-
ates. And, if America wants to be successful 
in the gray zone, it needs to first understand 
how their game is played.

Braun compared and contrasted Go to the 

Western game of chess.
In Go, a two-player game, the object is 

to surround and seize an opponent’s terrain. 
Players use white or black stones as game 
pieces. The idea is to outmaneuver the other 
player’s arrangement of stones on the board, 
which is about the size of a chess board 
but with many more positions that can be 
played.

While the game of Go produces a winner 

just as in chess, he explained, the difference 
is that in Go, the loser who played well may 
have lost overall, but won in various sec-
tions of the board and can walk away from 
the game knowing not all was lost.

This analogy speaks to a range of gray 
zone competitive interests China and the 
U.S. have in other parts of the world, in mili-
tary aspects, cyber, space, policy and eco-
nomic, he said. There doesn’t need to be a 
clear winner across the board.

He then offered another analogy.
The aim of Go is to win without fighting 

and an apparent attack doesn’t need to oc-
cur right away. It more or less unfolds, he 
said. In chess, the aim is to right away attack, 
remove opposing pieces and checkmate the 
other’s king.

The chess analogy for the U.S. is that 
when “its interests are threatened” it has a 
tendency “to break glass, bring out the mili-
tary and then go back to peace,” he said. 
That’s now how the Chinese operate. Their 
strategy unfolds over time, not in an abrupt 
manner.

The U.S. Army and national strategy poli-
cymakers need to understand this Chinese 
mindset and perspective in order to accom-
modate China as a co-power in the region, 
without necessarily compromising partner-
ships with allies in the region, Braun said.

There are low-cost approaches to accom-
plishing this, he said.

To sum them up, Braun said, most involve 
sharing the cost and burden of a regional de-
fense and letting other countries lead when it 
comes to military training and preparedness. 
Right now, the countries in that area look 
to the U.S. to lead and to provide advanced 
military technology. “We’re not allowing 
our partners to grow.”

The other effect that would have, would 
be to reduce tensions with China, he said. 
For example, if there’s a confrontation with 
a Chinese fishing vessel by a U.S. Navy 
ship, it would be much more provocative 
than if that vessel is from a partner nation. 
But the vessels from partner nations just 
aren’t there.

Another important approach is to continu-
ally engage China in dialog and in peaceful 
military-to-military engagements, something 
currently not happening, he said.

The study will be released and available to 
view at the Strategic Studies Institute web-
site sometime in June.

By David Vergun
Army News Service

Master Sgt. Paul Eivins shares a laugh with his Chinese medical counterparts while they demonstrate patient 
carry techniques during a skills exchange at the 2015 China Disaster Management Exchange in Haikou on 
Hainan Island in China, Jan. 16, 2015. A study by U.S. Army War College students points out that more military-
to-military engagements with China will benefit both powers.
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Hank Williams Festival
The Hank Williams Festival is scheduled for June 3-4 

on the grounds of the singer’s boyhood home and mu-
seum in Georgiana. The tribute to Alabama’s native son 
includes country music performances, arts, crafts and 
food. To reach the festival from I-65, take Exit 114 and 
go one mile east.

For more information, visit http://www.hankwilliams-
festival.com.

Whitewater festival
Wetumpka will host the 29th annual Coosa River 

Whitewater Festival June 3-5 at the Coosa River below 
the Jordan Dam. The whitewater event is for kayaking, 
canoeing, sit-on-top kayaking and recreational paddlers, 
designed to provide competitors and non-competitors a 
great time on whitewater in central Alabama, according to 
organizers. The Coosa River can be easily paddled by the 
first time spectator, and the event also includes children’s 
events. There will be three days of activities with camping 
and goodie bags given to everybody that registers to come 
to the event

For more information and to register, visit http://www.
coosariverwhitewaterfestival.com.

Mullet Toss
St. George Island, Florida, will host its annual Mullet 

Toss June 11 from 10 a.m to 5 p.m. on the beach in front 
of Blue Parrot Oceanfront Cafe. The event is sponsored 
by The Blue Parrot for the benefit of the Apalachicola Bay 
Charter School. For a nominal entry fee, participants will 
receive a unique Mullet Toss T-shirt and two mullet to 
throw. Visitors and locals compete for prizes and brag-
ging rights. There are prizes for the longest throws in the 
men’s, women’s and children’s divisions.  

Women’s Expo
Panama City, Florida, will host its free 10th annual 

Women’s Expo June 11 from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. at the Pan-
ama City Mall, 2150 Martin Luther King Jr. Boulevard. 
The event honors local women entrepreneurs and small 
businesses, and includes vendors, local entertainment, 
free health screenings and a silent auction.

Taco Libre!
Lightning Line is bringing the state’s first Taco Festival 

to Montgomery June 18 from 2-8 p.m. at the Union Sta-
tion Train Shed, 300 Walter Street. The event will feature 
a wide assortment of tacos from local joints, as well as 
food trucks from all over the state, according to organiz-
ers. A portion of the proceeds will go to EAT South!

For more information, visit the Lightning Line Face-
book page.

Alabama Blueberry Festival
Brewton’s Jennings Park will host the Alabama Blue-

berry Festival June 18. The festival will include arts and 
crafts vendors, a car show, live entertainment, blueberries, 
blueberry bushes, cookbooks and food. There is also a 
free children’s section. The festival is known as the home 
of the original blueberry ice cream – made especially for 
the festival. Jennings Park is located at the intersection of 
Hwys. 41 and 31.

For more information, visit http://www.brewtoncham-
ber.com.

Fathers Day at zoo
The Montgomery Zoo will host its celebration of Fa-

thers Day June 19 from 9 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. – with free 
admission for dads. 

For more information, call 334-240-4930 or visit www.
montgomeryzoo.com.

Gun, knife show
The Central Alabama Sports Commission Montgomery 

Gun and Knife Show will be held June 25-26 in Mont-
gomery at the Multiplex at Crampton Bowl. More than 
350 exhibitors will be present. All federal, state and local 
firearm ordinances and laws must be obeyed.

Show hours will be from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. June 25 and 
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. June 26. Admission is $7 for adults, and 
children 12 and younger are admitted for free.  

For more information, call 334-322-8818. 

Calera, Shelby Railroad
Now through Sept. 24, people can board a historical 

train and enjoy a ride on the old L&N railroad tracks from 
the 1800s through the forests of Shelby County, and view 
the artifacts and library that are located in restored depots. 
Train tickets cost $14 for adults and $10 for children. Mu-

seum entry is free of charge.
For more information visit, http://www.HODRRM.

org.

Montgomery Biscuits baseball
The Montgomery Biscuits are a Double A affiliate of 

the Tampa Bay Rays and play in Riverwalk Stadium in 
downtown Montgomery. Various specials and promotions 
are offered throughout the season. For more information, 
visit http://www.biscuitsbaseball.com.

Second Friday Art Walk
Mobile’s Second Friday LoDa Art Walk celebrates the 

arts downtown. The free monthly showcase of visual and 
performance arts starts at 6 p.m. second Friday of every 
month now until Dec. 9, when galleries, restaurants, shops, 
institutions, etc., in the Lower Dauphin Arts District open 
their doors for a family-friendly evening of exhibitions 
and entertainment by area artists.

For more information, visit http://www.facebook.com/
LODAartwalk.

Jasmine Hill Gardens 
Jasmine Hill Gardens and Outdoor Museum features 

over 20 acres of year-round floral beauty and classical 
sculpture, including a new statuary honoring Olympic 
heroes. People are invited to take a stroll through the out-
door gardens and experience flowers blooming through-
out each season. Tours are available for groups of 20 or 
more. 

For more information, call 334-263-5713 or visit www.
jasminehill.org/. Jasmine Hill Gardens and Outdoor Mu-
seum is located at 3001 Jasmine Hill Road, Wetumpka.

Montgomery cruise
Montgomery’s parks and recreation department wel-

comes people to come down to the river and experience 
history while enjoying a relaxing cruise on the city’s 
greatest downtown attraction, the Harriott II Riverboat. 
Docked beside the uniquely built Riverwalk Amphithe-
ater, this elegant 19th century riverboat is center stage of 
Montgomery’s entertainment district. The Harriott II of-
fers dinner, dancing, and live entertainment. 

To reserve the boat for an event, call 334-625-2100. 
For more information on cruises, visit http://www.
funinmontgomery.com/.

ANDALUSIA
ONGOING — The American Legion Post 

80 has regular meetings the second Monday 
of the month, starting at 6:30 p.m., at the 
Legion Hall. For more information, call 222-
7131 or visit www.andalusialegionpost80.
org.

ONGOING — The American Legion 
Post 80 hosts a dance with live music every 
Saturday from 7:30-11:30 p.m. For more 
information, call 222-7131 or visit www.
andalusialegionpost80.org.

DALEVILLE
ONGOING — Veterans of Foreign 

Wars Post 6020 Franchise J. Ballard Post 
membership meetings are at the post 
headquarters on State Road 84 every third 
Thursday of the month at 7 p.m.  Breakfast 
is served Sundays, and games and TVs 
are available for entertainment. Meetings 
are open to all. The post can host parties, 
weddings, and hails and farewells.  For more 
information, call 598-6211, 598-1297, 598-
6211 or 379-9187. 

ONGOING — Daleville Chamber of 
Commerce meets the second Wednesday 
of each month at noon at the Chamber 
of Commerce office in the Daleville 
Cultural and Convention Center. For more 
information, call 598-6331.

DOTHAN
JUNE-JULy — Southeast Alabama 

Community Theatre offers open registration 
open for children ages 5 and older to enroll 
in a week of acting and learning about the-
atre by putting on a show under the direc-
tion of camp instructors.  Every child gets a 
part and every child has their moment in the 
spotlight in SEACT’s original productions. 
At the end of the week, parents and friends 
are invited to enjoy the final productions and 
a cast party. Session dates are June 13-17, 
June 20-24, July 11-15, and July 18-22. Cost 
per week is $120 – $100 for season ticket 
holders. Registration forms and more infor-
mation is available at www.SEACT.com. 
For more information, call 794-0400 or send 
an email to seact@seact.com. The SEACT 

office and classrooms are located inside the 
Cultural Arts Center at 909 S. St. Andrews 
Street.

ONGOING – The American Legion Post 
12 holds monthly meetings on the second 
Thursday of each month at 7 p.m. Meetings 
are held at the VFW on Taylor Road. For 
more information, call 400-5356.

ONGOING – Veterans of Foreign Wars 
Post 3073 Wiregrass Post membership 
meetings are at the post headquarters at 
1426 Taylor Road every third Tuesday of the 
month at 6:30 p.m. There is a fish fry every 
Friday night from 5-7 p.m., then karaoke 
beginning at 6 p.m. Breakfast is served 
Sundays from 8-11a.m. The post can host 
parties, weddings, and hails and farewells.

 

ENTERPRISE
ONGOING – Disabled American 

Veterans Chapter 9 Enterprise-Coffee 
County meets the second Thursday of each 
month at 6:30 p.m. at Shane’s Rib Shack. 
For more information, call 308-2480.

ONGOING – The American Legion Post 
73 meets at the American Legion building at 
200 Gibson Street on the fourth Saturday of 
each month beginning at 9 a.m. The building 
is across the street from the Lee Street 
Baptist Church. For more information call 
447-8507.

ONGOING — Veterans of Foreign 
Wars Post 6683, John Wiley Brock Post, 
membership meetings are at the post 
headquarters on County Road 537 every 
third Tuesday of the month at 7 p.m. For 
more information, call 406-3077, 393-6499 
or 347-7076, or visit the VFW Post 6683 on 
Facebook.

GENEVA
ONGOING — The Geneva County 

Relay for Life meets the last Tuesday of the 
month at 6 p.m. at the Citizens Bank. For 
more information, call 248-4495.

MIDLAND CITY
ONGOING — Residents are invited 

to town hall meetings on the first Tuesday 
of each month at 5:30 p.m. at Town Hall, 
1385 Hinton Waters Ave.

For more information, call 983-3511.

NEW BROCKTON
ONGOING — Tuesdays and 

Wednesdays, from 9-11 a.m., Disabled 
American Veterans Chapter 99 maintains a 
service office in the New Brockton Police 
Station at 202 South John Street. The office 
will assist veterans who were injured or 
disabled while in military service. DAV 
service officers help veterans and their 
spouses with disability compensation 
claims, Veterans Affairs pensions, death 
benefits, VA medical care, Social Security 
disability benefits, veterans job programs, 
homeless veterans services and other 
veteran services. All veteran services 
are provided free of charge. For more 
information, call 718-5707. 

ONGOING — Adult education classes 
are offered in Rm. 12 at New Brockton High 
School, 210 South Tyler St., Mondays and 
Wednesdays from 6-9 p.m. All classes are 
free for individuals 16 years old or older 
who are not enrolled in public school. 
Individuals must take an assessment test 
prior to attending class. Call 894-2350 for 
more information.

OZARK
ONGOING — The Ann Rudd Art 

Center offers free art lessons for children 
ages 5 and older. The young student class 
is Saturdays from 10 a.m. to noon, and the 
adult-teen class is from 12:30-3 p.m. Slots 
are on a first come, first served basis. For 
more information, call 774-7922.

ONGOING — The Friends of Ozark 
holds a monthly meeting on the second 
Tuesday of every month at 6 p.m. at the 
Ozark-Dale County Library. For more 
information, call 477-6221 or email 
wcholmes53@hotmail.com.

PINCKARD
ONGOING — The public is invited 

to the Cross Country Workshop every 

Sunday at 6 p.m. at the Pinckard United 
Methodist Church. For more information, 
call 983-3064.

SAMSON
ONGOING — The Samson City 

Council meets monthly the first and third 
Tuesdays at 5:30 p.m. at the Samson 
Community Center. 

ONGOING — American Legion Post 
78 meets monthly on the second Tuesday 
at 7 p.m. 

TROY
ONGOING — Troy Bank and Trust 

Company sponsors senior dance nights 
every Saturday night from 7-10 p.m. at 
the J.O. Colley Senior Complex. The 
complex is transformed into a dance hall 
and features music from the 40s, 50s, and 
60s with finger foods and refreshments. 
For more information, call Janet Motes 
at 808-8500.

WIREGRASS AREA
JUNE 25-26 – The New Hope 

Freewill Baptist Church in Abbeville, 
3819 County Road 31, will host the 
annual Youth Convention of the Mt. 
Hosea-Star Bethel Freewill Baptist 
Association June 25 at 10 a.m., featuring 
pastor and moderator Eddie L Baker. 
The theme will be Train up the Child! 
The convention will continue June 26 
at 10 a.m. with Pastor Randy Sewell of 
Solid Rock Missionary Baptist Church, 
Jacksonville, Florida, as guest speaker. 
All churches are invited to attend. Dinner 
will be served.

ONGOING — The Marine Corps 
League, Wiregrass Det. 752, welcomes 
all Marines, Navy corpsmen and 
chaplains, and their families, to its 
monthly meetings. Meetings are held 
the first Thursday of each month at 7 
p.m.  Attendees are welcome to arrive 
early for food and camaraderie. The next 
meeting will be at the Golden Corral in 
Dothan. For more information, call 718-
4168 or 805-7335.

Wiregrass community calendar
If you would lIke to advertIse your event, emaIl JIm HugHes wItH all tHe detaIls at JHugHes@armyflIer.com.

Beyond Briefs

The Montgomery Film Festi-
val is scheduled for June 4 at 6 
p.m. at the Capri Theatre, 1045 
E. Fairview Avenue. The festival 

provides an opportunity for film-
makers and film lovers to show 
their creativity and support for the 
good, the great and the weird, ac-
cording to officials. The festival 
will feature 13 works of amateur 
and professional filmmakers with-

in Alabama, the U.S. and interna-
tionally in short film format. Tick-
ets cost $8 for Capri Members and 
$10 for general admission. 

For more information, 
call 262-4858 or visit www.
montgomeryfilmfestival.com/.

Army Flier
Staff Reports

capital hosts film festival



The flat boat meanders up Otter Creek 
from the Ohio River, delivering supplies 
to a homestead that overlooks the creek.

It sits atop a rock escarpment with a van-
tage point of the water and any approach-
ing visitors. Before these early 1800s 
homesteaders, Native Americans lived on 
the same land, but the settlers probably 
didn’t know that. 

The landowners have money – they 
have root cellars, several outbuildings, a 
large house with two fireplaces and a large 
barn with a rock foundation built into a 
hill. And they built a large brick or cut-
stone cistern – a holding tank built into the 
ground and lined with stone or brick and 
then covered with plaster that catches wa-
ter off the buildings.

This isn’t the set of a movie or a page 
from a historical novel, although it could 
be. This was life on many sections of Fort 
Knox property that has long since been 
forgotten. But like a painting in the works, 
these stories are slowly coming into focus 
thanks to Fort Knox’s Cultural Resources 
Office and the archeologists who work 
there.

Dr. Criss Helmkamp, the Cultural Re-
sources Division manager, is also an ar-
cheologist. He said what we see today is 
a large military installation. But before it 
was an Army post, in the not too distant 
past, it was property acquired through 
hundreds of privately owned homes and 
is rich in history that goes back to Native 
Americans in the Paleo-Indian period.

“These lands were the homes, and in 
many cases the source of livelihood, for 
thousands of people,” he added. “We must 
not forget their sacrifices (and) by docu-
menting these home places, farmsteads 
and small communities we preserve the 
memories of their lives and the contribu-
tions they made to our nation.”

In the case of this property, it isn’t just 
an interesting find of an overgrown home-
stead – there is likely some valuable his-
tory and culture associated with it.

The 768 acres at this location was one 
of the largest land purchases bought by 
the government in the 1940s. The site is 
believed to be the remains of the “Fitch 
Farm” originally owned and developed 
by Collins Fitch, explained Helmkamp. 
The farm is reported to have included the 
home, barns, icehouse, cistern and black-
smith shop. 

Fitch, who died at age 99 is buried on 
post in the Boone Cemetery. He was mar-
ried to Lucy Jane Boone, the daughter of 
Enoch Boone – a brother of Squire Boone 
and nephew to Daniel Boone. Collins op-
erated a store with Enoch at the mouth of 
Otter Creek and later became a judge in 
Meade County.

Helmkamp is working with contractors 
Christy and Jim Pritchard, who are senior 
archaeologists with Environmental Re-
search Group, toward the preservation of 
area artifacts, history and culture.

The land overlooking Otter Creek is be-
ing studied to determine if it’s eligible for 
the National Register of Historic Places, 
he continued. Technically places are con-
sidered if they have potential to reveal his-
tory or pre-history or are associated with 
an important person. In this case the site 
is quite possibly the Withers family home-
stead.

The group has found the old road bed 
that leads to the creek, the foundation for 
a large barn that was built into the side 
of a hill using large stone, the founda-
tion for the house and the two fireplaces 
with which it was built, and the cellar – 
complete with stoned walls – in the main 
house and a separate building, possibly the 
kitchen.

They also found the old well pump, in-
tact and still in place, with markings that 
indicate it was the type designed to hook 
onto a windmill so the water would pump 
up from a spring or well.

Through years of research the group 
knows this type of homestead can be dated 
to the early 1800s, at least, because of the 
way the foundations were constructed, the 
type of buildings constructed, and items 
they might find in what would have been 
the family trash pile. They also suspect 

this family had money because, as Chris-
ty pointed out, this property had several 
buildings on it and most properties did not 
include cellars because they were expen-
sive to build.

And that is where archeology and con-
servation meet.

“Archaeology is the study of human 
lifeways,” explained Christy. “Archaeolo-
gists study the landscape, land develop-
ment, and how humans have utilized and 
manipulated the land for daily life, includ-
ing the water, flora, fauna and geological 
resources.

“In terms of conservation and preserva-
tion of the environment we know today, 
there is no better way to understand long-
term human impact than to examine our 
relationship and exploitation of the land 
over the past 10,000 plus years,” she said.

Christy added that the relationship be-
tween cultural and environmental resourc-
es is complicated. It would be difficult to 
be thoughtful about the study of one with-
out consideration for the other.

“Archaeology is a very effective way to 
research the long relationship of people 
with land,” she added.

To help preserve our natural resources, 
our history and cultural backgrounds the 
Army, like all federal agencies, is required 
to inventory, evaluate and manage archae-
ological resources in accordance with the 
National Historic Preservation Act. Ar-
chaeological resources are then protected 
under the Archaeological Resources Pro-
tection Act and other federal statutes.

“From an ethical standpoint, as man-
agers of federal property we have a trust 
obligation to the American people to pre-
serve and protect the nation’s cultural re-
sources,” Helmkamp explained.

At the same time they were digging 
at the home site, they were also digging 
in what was a Native American site they 
found on the same property, located only 
yards from the main house. The Native 
American sites also must be evaluated and 
protected and there are several such areas 
on the installation.

The point that Christy makes is that 
the Indians in the prehistoric sites and the 
homesteaders in the late 1700s to mid-
1900s each found uses for the same piece 
of land and in many instances reused what 
they found on the site.

“We are now at a time, however, where 

we can look back at the military history 
and use of the land,” she noted. “As ar-
chaeologists studying the Fort Knox 
landscape, we often find that we are de-
ciphering between early historic pioneer 
sites and early military use of that same 
site – training groups repurposing those 
historic resources for their own use. Being 
resourceful is one of our (human’s) great-
est attributes. In a nutshell, archaeology is 
the study of that human attribute.”

So where an early settler may have cut 
rock for pedestals and foundations for 
houses and outbuildings, the early military 
units to the area repurposed those earlier 
efforts for their buildings.

“This landscape has a rich history that is 

somewhat preserved within the boundaries 
of Fort Knox. While the land use history of 
Fort Knox includes intense logging, mili-
tary training, and the development of the 
installation as it is today, there are many 
areas of the installation that are still well 
preserved,” Christy added.

She also said that sites of particular sen-
sitivity, such as all cemeteries and rock 
shelters are protected and buffered. Sites 
that are potentially eligible for inclusion 
to the National Register of Historic Places 
are given the research time and money 
needed to fully determine sound manage-
ment plans.

Many of the local sites the Prichard’s 
have worked over the last 15 years have 
been ones that were documented in 1979-
80 by Nancy O’Malley, an archaeologist 
from the University of Kentucky. She iden-
tified a number of historic and prehistoric 
sites, which was much easier to locate at 
that time before the forest took over, and 
marked them for future investigation.

Today Helmkamp and his team take 
care to preserve any archeological find-
ings from further investigating the efforts 
of O’Malley. Any artifacts, along with 
documents pertaining to the investiga-
tions, are eventually placed in permanent 
storage at the University of Louisville. 
The collections are available to scholars 
and other investigators. Collections from 
earlier years are curated at the University 
of Kentucky.

In fact, O’Malley is now an archaeolo-
gist with the Webb Museum at U.K., and 
in her role she has been able to see the 
years of work that followed on her initial 
survey and site recording at Fort Knox.

Since those first archeology studies in 
the 1970s, thousands of acres have been 
surveyed, Helmkamp said. Nearly 1,200 
archaeological sites have been identified 
on the installation and of these about 200 
require protection and further evaluation.

The findings of the archaeology team 
shows us how the impact of 10,000 years 
of human use has affected the land. Their 
discoveries show us how people before us 
lived and worked; their progression from 
lean-to shelters to cabins and finally hous-
es; progression from foragers to farmers 
and industrialists; and how the land recov-
ered after the use of each generation.

And, Helmkamp said, it helps us under-
stand the history and culture of the people 
who came before us.

“These archaeological sites and the 
lives they commemorate are part of our 
commonwealth’s and nation’s heritage,” 
he noted. “(And it’s) a heritage the Army 
takes very seriously.” 
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Jim Pritchard, archeologist, examines the sides of a cistern, a holding tank built into the ground and 
lined with stone or brick and then covered with plaster that catches water off the buildings. 

Katie Scanlan and Mike Farrell screen dirt for artifacts from their excavation unit on Site 15MD130 at 
Fort Knox. Katie is holding a bifacial stone tool recovered from the dirt.

By Rachael Tolliver
Fort Knox Public Affairs
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The group of archeologists working at Fort Knox discovered a homestead dating back to the late 1700s 
or early 1800s and might have belonged to the Fitch Farm. 



WASHINGTON — In a celebratory launch at the Hamp-
ton Roads Naval Museum in Norfolk, Virginia, May 26, 
Blue Star Museums launched its seventh annual summer 
free-admission program for service members and their 
families to more than 2,000 museums and nature centers 
across the nation and two territories.

From Memorial Day to Labor Day, all active-duty, Na-
tional Guard and reserve component troops, members of 
the U.S. Public Health Service and National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration commissioned corps and 
their families can visit a vast array of exhibits in all 50 
states, the District of Columbia, American Samoa and 
Puerto Rico.

The program is offered by the Defense Department,Blue 
Star Families, the National Endowment for the Arts and 
participating museums.

Museums for everyone
This year’s Blue Star Museums represent not just fine 

arts museums, but also science museums, history muse-
ums, nature centers and dozens of children’s museums.

New participants this year include the Arkansas Arts 
Center in Little Rock, Arkansas; the Children’s Museum 
of New Hampshire in Dover, New Hampshire; the Pa-
cific Grove Museum of Natural History in Pacific Grove, 
California; the Rochester Museum & Science Center in 
Rochester, New York; and El Rancho de las Golondrinas, 
a living history museum in Santa Fe, New Mexico, NEA 
officials said.

“The Blue Star Museums program is a fun, free activity 
for military families to enjoy during the summer months,” 
said NEA Chairman Jane Chu.

“The program is also a great way for service member 
families to connect to their new communities, and it can 
provide a meaningful way for families to reconnect after 
deployment,” she added. “The Blue Star Museums pro-

gram is also a perfect way for the arts community to say 
‘thank you’ to our service members and their families for 
the sacrifices they make on our behalf every day.”

More popular every year
Whether families are taking a trip, moving to a new duty 

station or enjoying a “staycation,” the program has endless 
opportunities for adults and children. Entering its seventh 
summer of free museum admission, it has expanded sig-
nificantly, said Kathy Roth-Douquet, Blue Star Families 
CEO.

NEA officials estimate that last year, 840,000 military 
families took part in the Blue Star Museums program, and 
since its 2010 launch, 3.2 million families have benefitted 
from the free museum admission.

“Blue Star Museums has grown into a nationally rec-
ognized program that service members and their families 
look forward to each year,” Douquet said. “It helps bring 
our local military and civilian communities together, and 
offers families fun and enriching activities in their home-
towns. We are thrilled with the continued growth of the 
program and the unparalleled opportunities it offers.”
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MUSEUMS FOR EVERYONE
Blue Star Museums launches free admission program for military, families
By Terri Moon Cronk
Department of Defense News

Military family members enjoy exhibits at Hampton Roads Naval 
Museum following a press conference to launch this year’s Blue 
Star Museums program, Norfolk, Va., May 26. 

Navy Photo by Petty officer 3rd class aMy M. ressler
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SAN ANTONIO — Five Soldiers are among the first 
100 athletes named to the U.S. Olympic Team scheduled 
to compete Aug. 5-21 in the 2016 Olympic Summer 
Games in Rio de Janeiro.

Rapid-fire pistol shooter Sgt. 1st Class Keith Sand-
erson, race walker Staff Sgt. John Nunn and Modern 
Pentathlete Sgt. Nathan Schrimsher are Soldier-athletes 
in the U.S. Army Installation Management Command’s 
World Class Athlete Program at Fort Carson, Colorado. 

Shotgun shooter Sgt. 1st Class Glenn Eller and rifle 
shooter Sgt. 1st Class Michael McPhail are Soldier-ath-
letes in the U.S. Army Marksmanship Unit at Fort Ben-
ning, Georgia.

Opening Ceremonies for the Rio Games are set for 
Aug. 5, with competition in 306 events scheduled in 42 
sports among athletes from 206 countries. The Olympics 
embody the enduring resilience of our Soldier-athletes’ 
commitment to teamwork, determination and persever-
ance. These five Soldier-athletes project a positive image 
of the Army and set a standard of excellence for all Sol-
diers to emulate.

Sanderson, 41, a three-time Olympian from San Anto-

Participants will once again race 
through the waters of Lake Tholoc-
co’s West Beach during the annual 
Fort Rucker Triathlon June 11.

The race, which begins at 7 a.m. 
with a quarter-mile swim at the 
lake, continues with a 10.6-mile 
bike ride and culminates with a 
3.1-mile run.

“This event is a great opportu-
nity for athletes and triathletes to 
challenge themselves or prepare 
for upcoming races,” Lynn Avila, 
Fort Rucker fitness programs co-
ordinator, said. “Participants can 
complete the entire race on their 
own or as a team of up to three 
people.”

Pre-registration cost for indi-
viduals is $40 up to Sunday, or $50 
after and up to race day. Cost for 
relay teams of up to three people is 
$70 by Sunday, or $80 after and up 
to race day.

According to Avila, the ability 
to complete the race as a team of 
up to three people makes the event 
compatible with a wide range of 
fitness levels.

“We will have seasoned com-
petitors who complete race solo and 
push themselves to achieve faster 
times in preparation for upcoming 
races,” she said. “We will also have 
three-person relay teams comprised 
of people who have never complet-
ed a triathlon, or are participating to 
have fun and be active.

“We welcome all of those peo-
ple,” she added. “This and other 
race events are as much about 
community and camaraderie as 
they are competition and personal 
achievement. It is a terrific way to 
meet members of the community 
and enjoy the outdoors.”

The event is open to the public. 
Participants without a Department of 
Defense ID must obtain a gate access 
pass prior to the day of the race. 

Participants may obtain passes 
prior to the day of the event from 
one of two visitor control centers at 

the Daleville and Ozark gates. The 
Daleville VCC is open 8 a.m. to 4 
p.m., Mondays through Sundays.  
The Ozark VCC is open 8 a.m. to 4 
p.m., Mondays through Fridays.

All pre-registered participants 
will receive t-shirts. If registering 
after Sunday, T-shirts will be avail-
able while supplies last.

According to Avila, some simple 
steps can help prevent injury and 
provide a more enjoyable race ex-
perience.

“Drink plenty of water the night 
before and the morning of the 
race,” she said. “Be sure to get 
at least eight hours of sleep. It is 
important to be well-rested. Eat a 
well-rounded breakfast the morn-
ing of the race.”

Proper warm-up prior to the race 
and thorough stretching after the 
race’s completion can help prevent 
injury and reduce soreness, Avila 
said.

“Don’t do deep stretches before 
warming up your muscles,” she 
said. “Utilize dynamic stretching 
exercises – such as jumping jacks 
and high knees – to warm and 
loosen up your muscles. Save the 
deep stretches for after you cross 
the finish line.”

For registration and more infor-
mation, please contact Fortenber-
ry-Colton Physical Fitness Center 
at 255-3794.
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Health army strong
3rd U.S. Army Marksmanship Unit 
Soldier headed to 2016 Olympics 

story on Page D3and Fitness

Barton Fischer, Army Strong Triathlon competitor, runs to cross the finish line with his son, Lucca, by his side during last 
year’s Army Strong Triathlon. This year’s event is scheduled for June 11.

Photos by NathaN Pfau

By Jeremy Henderson
Army Flier Staff Writer

Swim, bike, run

Competitors take to the water as they begin the quarter-mile swim portion of last 
year’s triathlon.

see team, Page D4

Triathlon welcomes competitors of all fitness levels

Sgt. Nathan Schrimsher, U.S. Army World Class Athlete Program, 
rides a horse named Taboo en route to a berth in the 2016 Olympic 
Games with a third-place finish in men’s Modern Pentathlon at the 
2015 Pan American Games in Toronto, Canada. 

Photo by tim hiPPs

By Tim Hipps
U.S. Army Installation Management Command
Public Affairs

Soldier-athletes 
among 1st 100 named 
to U.S. Olympic Team

Erik Moore, triathlon competitor, bikes ahead of two other competitors during the 
10.6-mile bike ride of last year’s triathlon.

FORT CARSON, Colorado — As the active-duty Army 
cuts 40,000 troops from its ranks over the next couple of 
years, Army Medicine is working to increase the number 
of Soldiers that are medically available to deploy. 

The active-duty Army currently has 490,000 Soldiers, 
but military records show that 16 percent of that force is 
nondeployable – that means only 347,900 Soldiers are 
ready to accomplish their war-time mission, according to 
Lt. Col. Dave Hamilton, deputy commander for health 
and readiness at Fort Carson’s Medical Department Ac-
tivity.

“As we decrease our total troop strength to 450,000, 
we also have to be able to cut that non-deployable per-
centage,” he said. “Just by cutting it in half to 8 percent, 
we can actually increase the number of available Soldiers 
(355,500) to our force, to our commanders.”

To help decrease the number of non-deployables, Army 
Medicine’s Medical Readiness Transformation launched 
the Commander Portal Wednesday. This new system will 
allow company command teams to view their units’ over-
all readiness on one system.

“The Commander Portal is going to give commanders 
and first sergeants a quick overview of their company’s 
medical status,” said Hamilton. “We are trying to give 
them the tools they need to easily manage their units’ 
medical readiness. This will give them a level of pre-
dictability for medical readiness that they will be able to 
work into their training schedule.”

The portal not only gives a snapshot of a unit’s current 
readiness, but also what their medical readiness will be in 
seven, 30, 60 and 90 days. Hamilton said that command-
ers will be able to use the site’s “action items” to get a 
by name list of Soldiers who are delinquent or will soon 
be delinquent in certain areas. It will show what Soldiers 
are in need of items such as their Periodic Health Assess-
ment, immunizations or annual dental exam. The com-
pany command team will also be able to see at a glance 
which of their Soldiers have medical profiles.

“Through the Medical Readiness Transformation, we 
are redesigning the process of medical profiles, which 
document a Soldier’s temporary and permanent medical 
condition as well as any functional limitations,” said Lt. 
Gen. Nadja West, the Army’s surgeon general. “Soldiers 

will no longer have overlapping temporary profiles and 
will instead have a single active profile for all condi-
tions.” 

Instead of having separate profiles for a knee injury, a 
back problem and dental surgery, the new e-profile gives 
a Soldier one profile with all the information and limita-
tions on one document. The e-profile will not only show 
a Soldier’s current profiles, but also shows the number 
of profiles and how many days that Soldier has been on 
profile over the past 24 months.

“When I was a company commander, Soldiers would 
have to bring paper copies of their profiles to the com-
pany training room,” said Hamilton. “The first sergeant 
would then have to review them and if he had any ques-
tions he would have to talk to the unit’s medical officer to 
see what the Soldiers’ limitations were.

“This new system will let them look at all of their unit’s 
medical readiness on one portal and then scroll down 
the list of their Soldiers and click on a Soldiers profile,” 
Hamilton added. “From the profile the commander or 
first sergeant will be able to communicate directly with 
the provider through a secure system.” 

“A Soldier’s health is an essential component of his or 
her readiness. And everything we are doing in Medical 
Readiness Transformation is designed to enhance Soldier 
medical readiness,” said West. “Subsequently this trans-
formation will enable commanders and my medical staff 
to more easily manage the readiness or our Soldiers, re-
ducing the number of medically non-deployable Soldiers 
and retaining combat power.”

By Jeff Troth
Army Medicine Public Affairs

army graPhic

COmmAnDer POrTAL
Army Medicine works to increase unit readiness with new system
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TILLAR, Ark. — After seven 
months of speculation and uncer-
tainty, a U.S. Army Marksman-
ship Unit double trap competitor 
and shooter-instructor is headed 
to the Olympic Games in Rio de 
Janeiro.

Sgt. 1st Class Josh Richmond 
earned the last double trap seat 
on the 2016 U.S. Olympic Shoot-
ing Team May 19 during the 2016 
Shotgun Olympic Trials.

Richmond, of Hillsgrove, Penn-
sylvania, won the gold medal in 
the 2015 Fall Selection match in 
Tucson, Arizona, last October. 
That match was one of two Olym-
pic trials for shotgun and he has 
been in a waiting game since then 
to finish what he started. 

Richmond said it was hard de-
scribe the level of competition he 
faced at Tillar.

“I just kept trying to stay in 
the present, stay in the moment 
and continue my routine and just 
hit more targets than the rest of 
them,” he said.

Richmond’s win in Tucson last 
October also put him in direct com-
petition with two of his USAMU 
teammates – Sgt. Derek Halde-
man, Pendleton, Oregon, and Sgt. 
1st Class Jeffrey Holguin, Yorba 
Linda, California – who won the 
silver and gold, respectively.

Although each one of them 
planned to win the nomination to 
the Olympic Team, Richmond, 
who also participated in the 2012 
Olympic Games, said the three 
continued to train and prepare for 
this day together.

“We are only as strong as the 
weakest member of the team,” he 
said. “We have a strong bond and 
sharing this brotherhood of the 
Army takes it to another level. We 
are all happy to see each other suc-
ceed.”

Four-time Olympian and U.S. 
Olympic Shotgun Team coach 
Todd Graves said natural talent 
and the opportunity for Olympians 
to train together often gives them 

an edge. For the USAMU double 
trap team, he said this is especially 
true.

“As a group, being able to train 
together when you’ve got two or 
three of the top double trap shoot-
ers in the world, it helps when you 
get to train with them,” he said.

As for whether Graves had a fa-
vorite, he said this was a win-win 
situation.

“With these guys, you could 
have put their pictures up on a 
board and thrown darts at them, 
and I would have been happy with 
any of them,” he said.

Despite high hopes for skeet 
shooter Spc. Hayden Stewart, who 
is also assigned to USAMU and 
tied for the gold during the 2015 
Fall Selection Match, none of the 
USAMU skeet team members 
won enough points during compe-

tition to secure the final skeet po-
sition on the 2016 U.S. Olympic 
Shooting Team.

While Stewart, of Columbia, 
Tennessee, was one of the favor-
ites to win the remaining skeet po-
sition after tying with U.S. Team 
member Frank Thompson in the 
Fall Selection Match in Tucson, 
Thompson ended up winning the 
coveted seat on the Olympic Team. 
Stewart finished 3rd overall.

Three other USAMU skeet team 
members also competed: Spc. 
Mark Staffen, Spc. Dustan Taylor 
and Pvt. Christian Elliott.

Staffen was in top form and 
won the gold in the skeet competi-
tion at the Shotgun Olympic Trials 
in Tillar. 

However, Staffen didn’t have 
enough points from the Fall Se-
lection Match to earn the skeet 

position on the Olympic Team 
and ended up in 5th place overall. 
Taylor, Shawnee, Oklahoma; and 
Elliott, Bedford, Indiana; finished 
11th and 12th respectively.

Staffen, from Lewis Center, 
Ohio, said he was very happy to 
win the Tillar event and he would 
not be shooting in the Olympic tri-
als without the Army behind him.

“The Army has helped me a lot 
with getting my skill level up and 
providing resources to shoot at this 
level,” he said.

Richmond is the third Soldier 
from USAMU to make the U.S. 
Olympic Shooting Team.

He will join teammates Sgt. 
1st Class Michael McPhail and 
Sgt. 1st Class Glenn Eller at the 
Games this August. McPhail, an 
International rifle competitor, won 
an automatic berth for 50-meter 

prone rifle Sept. 3. Eller won an 
automatic berth for double trap 
Sept. 14.

McPhail, Darlington, Wiscon-
sin, and Eller, Katy, Texas, earned 
their automatic berths on the U.S. 
Olympic Shooting Team through 
high finishes in international world 
shooting sport events in the year 
prior to the Games.

Soldiers competing on the 
world stage in international shoot-
ing competitions and the Olympic 
Games are a testament to the skills 
and training American Soldiers re-
ceive and develop.

USAMU Soldiers translate their 
shooting skills and lessons learned 
from competitions into training for 
other Soldiers in preparation for 
missions across the globe in de-
fense of the nation and the Ameri-
can way of life.

Mark Staffen, U.S. Army Marksmanship Unit, aims at a clay during the 2016 Shotgun Olympic Trials Part II in Tillar, Arkansas, May 20. 
Photo by breNDa roliN

Army STrOng
By Brenda Rolin
U.S. Army Accessions Support 
Brigade
Public Affairs
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WASHINGTON — As the Florida sun beat down on 
him, the medically-retired infantryman took a deep breath, 
focused and threw the shot put, earning a silver medal in 
his disability category at the Invictus Games in Orlando, 
Florida, May 10.

Spc. Haywood Range III threw 11.58 meters. He also 
earned a silver medal in the discus in his category as well, 
throwing 29.27 meters. He was less than a meter away 
from the gold in both categories. 

He said he enjoyed participating in the Invictus Games 
and looks forward to participation in the Department of 
Defense Warrior Games June 15-21 at the U.S. Military 
Academy at West Point, New York.

About 250 wounded, ill and injured service members and 
veterans representing teams from the Army, Marine Corps, 
Navy, Air Force, U.S. Special Operations Command, Coast 
Guard and the United Kingdom Armed Forces will par-
ticipate in the DOD Warrior Games. That sporting event 
includes competition in archery, cycling, track and field, 
shooting, sitting volleyball, swimming and wheelchair bas-
ketball.

The DOD Warrior Games highlight the resiliency and 
warrior spirit of service members, veterans, their families 
and caregivers.

During last year’s DOD Warrior Games, Haywood took 
the silver medal in discus and a silver medal in the 800-me-
ter run – but he was unable finish his participation in the 
games, missing out on some opportunities he hopes he’ll 
be able to take advantage of this year.

“I didn’t get to finish out last year’s Warrior Games, so 
this time, hopefully, I’ll get to finish it out and do all the 
running events and throw discus again and get in that pool 
again,” he said.

Invictus
Haywood said he hopes to compete in next year’s Invic-

tus Games in Toronto, Canada. 
“I’ll definitely be training. I want to do more events. I 

eventually want to run and swim too,” he said. “I’m going 
to be training year-round.”

He said it felt great to have his family see him receive 
his medals at Invictus. “It felt great, it really did. It was 
special, emotional. Having my family, my wife, kids and 
extended family here supporting me, it felt real good. Next 
year, I’m looking for gold. I see where I am now and I want 
to be better.”

Haywood said he was honored to represent Team Army 
and the U.S.

“It’s amazing,” he said with a big, genuine smile. “I’m 

glad to be an American, especially representing the Army, 
too. I love it.”

He said he also enjoyed the camaraderie among the ath-
letes from other nations.

“It’s amazing getting to meet people from all the oth-
er countries,” he said. “The medals, they’re nice, but the 
friendship you get by meeting all the other people from all 
the countries, not just the U.S., just everyone else, just talk-
ing and laughing with them, it’s amazing.”

Injury, adaptive sports
Haywood was injured during a combat training exercise 

Sept. 2, 2012, when his Humvee rolled and pinned his arm. 
He said he can’t remember how many surgeries he had.

“I just know when I woke up, my arm wasn’t there,” 
he said.

Haywood said adaptive sports gave him a new purpose.
“After the accident, I was laying in my hospital bed, 

wondering what I was going to do with the rest of my life,” 
he said. “When I got to Fort Sam Houston (Texas), they 
introduced me to adaptive sports, and I was like, ‘Gosh, I 
can compete again.’ I got involved with rowing, with shot 
put and discus, track, swimming. I just fell in love with it. 
It’s amazing. God is so good to me. He really is. I appreci-
ate everything he’s done for me.”

Haywood said he doesn’t look at his fellow Soldiers as 
competitors.

“It’s a competition, but I look at us as a family,” he said. 
“We’re here to compete against each other, but we’re a 
family. The camaraderie is so great here. We’re a brother-
hood and sisterhood. It’s really special to me.”

Haywood, always with a smile on his face or a chuckle 
in his voice, said adaptive sports have made him more re-
silient.

“They put me in a relaxed state,” he said. “This is some-

thing I really enjoy, not just competing but getting to meet 
other athletes and understanding their injuries and what 
they’ve overcome. We all just push each other and moti-
vate each other. We just bond so well together. It’s an amaz-
ing feeling.”

Family
Whitney Range, who’s been married to Haywood for 

three years, said she’s proud of her husband and how far 
he’s come.

“He’s so much more, so much bigger than the medals,” 
she said. “It’s a picture of him overcoming. I’ve been able 
to see him grow so much. I’m just so proud of him and so 
overwhelmed with how well he’s done through this whole 
process.”

His daughter, Tara Harris, 8, said she’s proud of her dad, 
as well. “I’m glad he’s out there and having fun.”

Harris said she loves that her dad smiles all the time and 
is impressed that he can swim with one arm. “It’s cool be-
cause he’s missing an arm, and I can’t even swim with both 
my arms. It’s really cool.”

Whitney Range said she was pretty emotional when 
Haywood competed at Invictus.

“I’m so proud of him,” she said. “I’m super proud to be 
his wife. I tell him all the time. And he really is so amazing 
and so inspiring. It’s not about the medals. It’s really more 
about who he is and what he’s overcome. “

Retired Spc. Haywood Range III poses for a photo after a swimming 
event during the Army Trials for the 2015 Department of Defense Warrior 
Games at Fort Bliss, Texas. 

Photo by e.J. hersom

Family takes pride in Soldier’s efforts at Invictus Games
By Shannon Collins
Department of Defense News

3rd U.S. Army Marksmanship Unit Soldier headed to 2016 Olympics



nio, is the most decorated competitive pistol 
shooter in U.S. military history. He is sched-
uled to compete, Aug. 12 and 13, in the two-
day 25-meter rapid fire pistol event. 

“First, I want to make the final,” Sand-
erson said. “Second, make it to the medal 
round. Third, I want to get a gold medal. I 
feel like I have to get a gold. I want to be the 
best U.S. pistol shooter in history.”

Sanderson, a nine-time World Cup med-
alist, set an Olympic qualification record in 
the 2008 Beijing Games and finished fifth. 

“Shooting competitively has allowed me 
to excel in something to the point where, at 
times, I have become the best in the world,” 
Sanderson said. “I already have the most 
World Cups. The only thing I’m missing is 
that Olympic gold medal.”

Nunn, 38, a native of Evansville, Indiana, 
who lives in Bonsall, California, also will 
be competing in his third Olympics. He fin-
ished 43rd in the men’s 50-kilometer race 
walk with a personal-best time of 4 hours, 3 
minutes and 28 seconds at the 2012 London 
Olympic Games.

At the 2016 U.S. Olympic 50K Race 
Walk Team Trials, Nunn overcame the flu 
to win the race and lowered his personal 
best to 4:03.21. He also plans to attempt to 
qualify for the 20-kilometer race walk event 
at the 2016 U.S. Olympic Track and Field 

Team Trials on June 30 in Salem, Oregon.
“It would be fun to do both (the 50k and 

20k in Rio de Janeiro), but 50K is what I’m 
good at and what I’ve held the (Olympic) 
standard for a couple years now,” Nunn 
said. “If I happen to hit the 20K standard 
that’s great. I’ll still make the 50K the prior-
ity in Rio and we’ll still race the 20K, but 
it becomes a great speed workout a week 
before the 50K, which is fine.”

The Olympic 20-kilometer race walk is 
scheduled for Aug. 12 at Fort Copacabana 
and the 50K is set for Aug. 19.

“We’ve had some really good workouts 
over the past few months where I’ve been 
able to just nail full through a 35K with a 
4:30 pace per kilometer,” Nunn said, “which 
puts me right at like 3:45 for a 50K. There’s 
potential to set a huge personal record in 
Rio.”

Schrimsher, 23, a native of Roswell, New 
Mexico, now stationed at Fort Carson, will 
make his Olympic debut in Modern Pen-
tathlon, a five-sport event consisting of 
fencing, swimming, equestrian show jump-
ing, cross-country running and pistol shoot-
ing. After getting started in the sport at age 
12, he soon began dreaming of becoming 
an Olympian. After three successful ap-
pearances in the Modern Pentathlon Junior 
World Championships, Schrimsher quickly 
climbed the ranks of the U.S. men’s senior 
division. 

In July of 2015, Schrimsher was the first 
individual named to the 2016 U.S. Olym-
pic Team after he finished third at the Pan 
American Games in Toronto to earn a berth 
in the 2016 Rio Games.

“A lot of people were telling me that I 
could relax because I didn’t have the pres-
sure of qualifying anymore,” Schrimsher 
recalled. “But now the pressure to compete, 
and go win that gold, that’s on. It’s another 
set of pressure, but I’m ready for it.

“I just want to go and compete and do 
the best I can,” continued Schrimsher, who 
is scheduled to compete Aug. 18 and 20 in 
Rio. “I just feel like regular old Nathan from 
New Mexico, just doing my thing. I’m going 
to give it my best like I’ve always done.”

Schrimsher upped the ante May 7 by post-
ing the best American men’s performance in 
eight years on the Modern Pentathlon World 
Cup circuit with a seventh-place finish in 
the 2016 UIPM World Cup season finale in 
Sarasota, Florida.

The last time a U.S. competitor placed 
higher was at the 2008 World Cup final, 
when Air Force Capt. Eli Bremer won the 
bronze medal and U.S. Army World Class 
Athlete Program teammate Sgt. Dennis 
Bowsher was fourth. 

Schrimsher competed in the 2010 Youth 
Olympic Games in Singapore, where he fin-
ished 13th. In March, he won the gold med-
al at the Pan American and South American 

Championships in Buenos Aires, Argentina, 
where his younger brother, also an Olympic 
hopeful, struck bronze.

“It’s amazing to be a Soldier and compete 
for the United States,” Schrimsher said. 
“It’s a big name we wear as athletes and I 
just want to represent it as best I can.”

Eller, 34, a native of Houston, will be 
competing in his fifth Olympics. He won 
the gold medal for double trap at the 2008 
Beijing Games. Eller was named USA 
Shooting’s Athlete of the Year in 2001, 
2002, 2003, 2008 and 2013. In 2012, he de-
ployed to Afghanistan as a marksmanship 
instructor after competing in the London 
Olympics. He is scheduled to compete Aug. 
10 in Rio.

McPhail, 34, originally from Darlington, 
Wisconsin, missed making the prone rifle 
finals by three-tenths of a point at the 2012 
London Olympics. He has won 10 medals 
in international competition, including two 
World Cup victories in 2015. McPhail is 
scheduled to compete Aug. 12 in the men’s 
50-meter prone rifle event. 

More Soldier-athletes and coaches re-
main in contention for spots on Team USA 
in shooting, rugby and track and field. Those 
selections will be made by late July. Visit 
www.ArmyMWR.com/Olympians to track 
our Soldier-Olympians on to their road to 
Rio and throughout the Games of the XXXI 
Olympiad.
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Sports Briefs
Deep sea fishing trip

MWR Central will host a deep sea 
fishing trip Saturday. The private char-
ter will seat 18 guests and will have all 
the same amenities as the regular season 
boat. This trip is to kick off the red snap-
per season. This trip includes transpor-
tation to and from Fort Rucker, license, 
bait, rod, reel, six to seven hours of fish-
ing and cleaning of the fish. It is custom-
ary to tip the crew for cleaning the fish 
and this is not included. This trip is open 
to anyone ages 6 years and older. Price 
per person is $150. The trip will depart 
from the Bldg. 5700 parking lot at 4 a.m. 
and travel to Destin, Florida. People are 
welcome to bring a cooler with drinks 
and snacks – no glass is allowed. The 

deadline to register is today. The trip is 
open to the public. 

For more information, call 255-2997 
or 255-9517.

Pool opening, closure
Beginning Monday, Flynn Pool will be 

open from 5:30 a.m. to 7 p.m. Mondays-
Fridays and from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. on 
weekends and holidays. Flynn Pool is for 
fitness swimming, programming, train-
ing, youth learn-to-swim lessons, and 
physical training. 

In addition, the indoor pool at the 
Fort Rucker Physical Fitness Center will 
close Monday for the summer season and 
will reopen on Aug. 1. 

For more information, call 255-2296.T
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