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Immersion is an integral part 
of training in the Army, and the 
164th Theater Airfield Operations 
Group made sure its Soldiers had 
a fully immersive experience dur-
ing a weeklong field training ex-
ercise.

More than 160 Soldiers took 
part in Operation Guardian Chev-
ron, an NCO-led field training 
exercise Dec. 2 through Friday at 
Camp Blanding, Florida, which 
was an exercise designed to bring 
Soldiers back to the Army’s roots 
and to focus on the importance of 
team work, said Command Sgt. 
Maj. Shawn Jones, 164th TAOG 
command sergeant major.

“The goal of our training was 
to focus on individuals, teams and 
teamwork,” he said. “We wanted 
to focus on the importance of 
leader development in training, 
with the overall purpose for readi-
ness.”

Throughout the week, Soldiers 

endured a basic training-like en-
vironment, which was both physi-
cally and mentally demanding, 
having to endure obstacle courses, 
first aid training, land navigation 
courses and other team building 
exercises to learn how to live and 
work with one another in austere 
environments, added Master Sgt. 
Walter Kirkland, 3rd Battalion, 
58th Airfield Operations Battalion 
sergeant major from Fort Bragg, 
North Carolina.

“We wanted to develop team 
building across the brigade and 
get the Soldiers back in the mind-
set of being able to employ their 
critical thinking skills in austere 
environments,” said Kirkland. 
“Soldiers had to work long hours 
with having equipment possibly 
(fail), and they had to learn to deal 
with it and find a solution to those 
problems, and do so in a timely 
manner.”

During the training exercise, the 
Soldiers had to participate in mul-
tiple training events that focused 
on working as a team, especially 

As the Wiregrass experiences a 
warmer than usual holiday season, 
there were still chills to be had during 
a performance that has become an an-
nual tradition on the installation.

Fort Rucker’s 98th Army “Silver 
Wings” Band served up holiday fa-
vorites, like “Jingle Bells” and “Have 

Yourself a Merry Little Christmas,” 
during the Commanding General’s 
Holiday Concert at the post theater 
Dec. 9, which left many feeling the fa-
miliar nostalgia of the holidays.

“I thought the performances were 
great. I loved that there was so much 
singing, and great singing, too,” said 
Jennifer Denison, Army spouse who 
came out to the concert with her 
daughters, Kylie and Krystal. “We’re 

used to areas with lots of snow fall, 
and down here it’s much warmer that 
we’re used to so it really doesn’t seem 
like Christmas has been closing in, but 
anytime we hear holiday music, it just 
really brings the season around and 
gives us that warm, tingly feeling that 
we always get.”

Concert goers were treated to nearly 
two hours of holiday music with clas-
sics like “Deck the Halls” and “Frosty 
the Snowman,” and each song had a 
little twist put on them by the perform-
ers and those in the band who arranged 
the music.

The concert also included guest per-
formers, retired Maj. Gen. Clyde Hen-
nies and 2nd Lt. Daniel Trainor, U.S. 
Military Academy, who sang a couple 
of numbers to get the crowd in the 
holiday spirit.

“I’m just so glad that we were able 
to experience this here, which was re-
ally unexpected,” said Denison. “It’s 
refreshing and amazing to see that 
there is such talent in the Army, and 
that it doesn’t go to waste – it really 
blew my mind.”

That talent is part of the character, 

Spreading cheer
By Nathan Pfau
Army Flier Staff Writer

Silver Wings Band makes memories at concert

SoldierS return to army’S rootS

By Nathan Pfau
Army Flier Staff Writer
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Sgt. Scott Scheuer, security manager for the 164th TAOG, maps out his route 
during a land navigation exercise for Operation Guardian Chevron, a field training 
exercise at Camp Blanding, Florida, Dec. 2 through Friday.

164th TAOG takes to field to 
improve teamwork, readiness

see Cheer, page a5
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Soldiers of the 98th Army ‘Silver Wings’ Band ring in the holidays with a performance dur-
ing the Commanding General’s Holiday Concert at the post theater Dec. 9.

Soldiers of the 164th TAOG carry a simulated wounded Soldier during Operation 
Guardian Chevron, a field training exercise at Camp Blanding, Florida, Dec. 2 
through Friday.

see roots, page a5

No matter how long a Soldier has spent in the 
Army, there is always an opportunity to learn.

One such way Soldiers and civilians had the 
chance to learn more was through the Air Traffic 
Services Leader’s Course, which was held Dec. 7 
through Friday as a way to “enhance unit and Sol-
dier readiness through leadership education,” ac-
cording to James Jones, Air Traffic Services Com-
mand deputy to the commander.

“Our goal is to bring these leaders in, expose 
them to principles, concepts and strategies, and dis-
cuss not only why air traffic control exists in the 
Army, but the different facets of air traffic control 
from airfield management, air traffic control in the 
tower and radar facilities, to airports and how we 
operate and function on an airport,” he said. “This 
is to bring all of (those different units) together in a 
room and talk about all the things that we share in 
common.”

Jones said the purpose was to get people from the 
different combat Aviation brigades and airfield op-
erations battalions together to have a dialogue about 
issues or concerns, and help them to understand the 
doctrine, the training, the guidance, and the regula-
tions and policies that govern their various respon-
sibilities.

“With what is learned in air traffic control school 
or here at Fort Rucker, there has to be continual dia-
logue between controllers in the facility. So, if I’m 
operating an air traffic control tower, there could be 
as many as four operational positions in that control 
tower, and those controllers learn to communicate 
with each other so that they can provide safety and 
mitigate risk across all facets of the airfield,” said 
Jones.

He added that what CABs do is different from 
what airfield operations battalions do, so in order 
for them to be able to work together well, they need 
to be able to better understand one another.

atScom creates 
leadership course
By Nathan Pfau
Army Flier Staff Writer

see Course, page a5
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James Jones, Air Traffic Services Command deputy to the com-
mander, speaks with Soldiers and civilians of ATSCOM from all 
over the U.S. at the ATS Leader’s Course Dec. 7.

PETERSON AIR FORCE BASE, 
Colo. — The North American Aero-
space Defense Command is celebrat-
ing the 60th anniversary of tracking 
Santa’s yuletide journey.

The NORAD TracksSanta website, 
which launched Dec. 1, features San-
ta’s North Pole Village, which includes 
a holiday countdown, games, activi-
ties and more. The website is available 
in eight languages: English, French, 
Spanish, German, Italian, Japanese, 
Portuguese and Chinese.

Official NORAD Tracks Santa apps 
are also available in the Windows, 
Apple and Google Play stores, so par-
ents and children can count down the 
days until Santa’s launch on their smart 

phones and tablets. Tracking oppor-
tunities are also offered on Facebook, 
Twitter, YouTube and Google+. Santa 
followers just need to type “@norad-
santa” into each search engine to get 
started.

Also new this year, the website fea-
tures the NORAD Headquarters in 
the North Pole Village and highlights 
of the program throughout the past 60 
years.

Starting at 12:01 a.m. MST (1:01 
a.m. CST) Dec. 24, website visitors 
can watch Santa make preparations 
for his flight. NORAD’s Santa Cams 
will stream videos on the website as 
Santa makes his way over various lo-
cations. Then, at 4 a.m. MST (5 a.m. 
CST), trackers worldwide can speak 
with a live phone operator to inquire as 
to Santa’s whereabouts by dialing the 
toll-free number 1-877-Hi-NORAD (1-

877-446-6723) or by sending an email 
to noradtrackssanta@outlook.com.

Windows Phone users can ask Cor-
tana for Santa’s location at any time 
Dec. 24, and OnStar subscribers can 
press the OnStar button in their vehi-
cles to locate Santa.

NORAD Tracks Santa is truly a glob-
al experience, delighting generations 
of families everywhere. This is due, in 
large part, to the efforts and services of 
numerous program contributors.

Efforts began in 1955 when a local 
media advertisement directed children 
to call Santa direct – only the number 
was misprinted. Instead of reaching 
Santa, the phone rang through to the 
crew commander on duty at the Con-
tinental Air Defense Command Opera-
tions Center. Thus began the tradition, 
which NORAD has carried on since it 
was created in 1958.

North American Aerospace 
Defense Command
Press Release

NORAD tracks Santa for 60th year



On Dec. 27, a 41-year-old husband and father of two 
was riding his bicycle during daylight hours in Baltimore 
in a marked bike lane when he was struck by a car and 
killed. 

Police charged a local clergywoman – a bishop who 
presided over a large denomination – with driving under 
the influence of alcohol, texting while driving, as well 
as leaving the scene of an accident – although she later 
returned.

Certainly, the bishop did not set out that day to kill a 
man, ruin her career and damage the reputation of her 
church. However, as the old adage goes: you don’t plan 
to fail, you fail to plan. The events of that day were set 
into motion long before she placed the key into the car’s 
ignition switch. 

Thanks to public safety campaigns and messaging by 
groups such as Mothers Against Drunk Driving, there is 
an increased awareness of the dangers associated with 
driving under the influence and driving while intoxicated. 
It is not unusual to have a designated driver – one who 
agrees to remain sober during a night out and agrees to 
safely transport others who are not. 

Yet, the problem still exists. For example, people 
drinking at home may run out of alcohol. The logical 
answer is perhaps to call it a night. They may or may 

not be drunk, but alcohol and other drugs impair good 
judgment, so they may be inclined to drive to the store 
and buy more. This could put them and anyone nearby at 
risk of being involved in an alcohol-related incident. You 
do not have to be drunk to be a menace on the road.

Distracted drivers are also menaces on the road. Have 
you ever been behind a car that randomly drifted from one 
traffic lane to another or cruised at inconsistent speeds? 
When you have the opportunity to pass, what do you see? 
The driver is often talking on the phone or looking at the 
screen. 

Many people feel that texting while driving is not a 
problem for them. Maybe they have been driving for years 
or are traveling on familiar roads. These drivers may feel 
that distracted driving is an issue for young people or 
inexperienced drivers. However, what all drivers need to 
do is hang up the phone, or use a hands-free device, if 

legal, and drive. 
Whether drivers around you are drunk, impaired or 

distracted, please practice attentive driving. As many 
parents tell their young beginner drivers, “You can be the 
best driver in the world, but what you can’t control are the 
other drivers around you.” 

People run stop signs and traffic lights. You have to 
anticipate trouble while driving. Children and animals 
may dart out into the street unexpectedly. Keep your eyes 
on the road. Check your mirrors and blind spots. 

Do not let your car’s technology or entertainment become 
a distraction. Car stereos and even the Global Positioning 
System, while enhancing the driving experience, can be 
a distraction that takes your attention from the road and 
surroundings. This concern goes beyond the thrill of our 
gadgets. Have you ever passed a car on the interstate 
where the driver had a book spread open on the steering 
wheel? Believe it or not, incidences like this happen.

What happened on that December day in Baltimore was 
a tragedy. A life was lost and lives were ruined. The bishop 
should have known better. As a leader in the community, 
she should be setting an example. However, we are all 
human and subject to temptation, distraction and poor 
judgment, at times. We don’t plan to fail, we fail to plan. 

For more information on safe driving, visit the Army’s 
Safety Center homepage at https://safety.army.mil where 
you will find resources on topics such as safe driving and 
travel risk planning.

Fort Rucker Family,
I would like to extend warm wishes 

for a happy, relaxing and safe holiday 
season. As we draw closer to the end of 
2015, I would like to thank all of you for 
your commitment and dedication in sup-
porting our mission at the Home of Army 
Aviation. I sincerely appreciate all that 
you have accomplished this year – all of 
you should be extremely proud of what 
you do for our Army and our nation!   

We encourage all of you to enjoy the 
festivities of the season as many of you 
are planning to celebrate with your loved 
ones. However, I ask that you please re-
member to make safe decisions as you en-
joy this time off with family and friends. 

The No. 1 cause of accidents in the 

U.S. continues to be distracted driving 
– do not become a statistic, do not text 
and drive! As many of you are traveling 
long distances, mitigate the risk by mak-
ing frequent rest stops and being aware of 
the hazards if driving into icy conditions. 
If alcohol is part of your holiday plans, 
remember to have a designated driver or 
make other driving arrangements. I en-
courage you to be a good battle buddy, 
and watch out for your family and friends 
– your life, and the lives of others, de-
pends on it.   

Keep in mind that the holidays may be 
a sad time for those who are lonely or who 
may be experiencing difficult times. I ask 
for all leaders to be engaged and provide 
assistance to those who may be suffer-
ing or need help. There are many agen-
cies and services that the military offers 
to provide assistance to those who may 

be struggling – we are here for you. Let’s 
all be our brothers’ and sisters’ keepers 
and not let each other be alone during this 
holiday season.

During the holiday season, all of us 
need to remain vigilant. The “See Some-
thing, Say Something” Campaign remains 
in effect. If you see any suspicious activ-
ity, please contact local law enforcement.  
Force protection involves all of us being 
vigilant and avoiding complacency in or-
der to keep our community safe!

On behalf of myself, Command Sgt. 
Maj. William Lohmeyer, Dr. Beverly 
Joiner and the entire Fort Rucker Garri-
son Team, have a safe and joyous holiday 
season, and we wish you all the best in 
the upcoming New Year!

Support and Defend! 
Above the Best!
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Perspective

2nd Lt. Justin 
Breedlove, 

D. Co., 1st Bn., 
145th Avn. Regt.

“Make sure to wear layers 
when it gets colder.”

“Even though it might be 
colder, try to walk or run every 
day to burn off calories.”

“Stay indoors on those espe-
cially cold days.”

“If you have a fireplace, 
snuggle up with a blanket next 
to the fire place, but not too 
close.”

Michael Oliver, 
military family member

Daniel McDonald, 
military family member

Jamie Jones, 
Army spouse

“Get an electric space 
heater.”

1st Lt. Dwain Settles, 
B. Co., 1st Bn., 145th 

Avn. Regt.
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By Col. Shannon T. Miller
Fort Rucker Garrison Commander

gc sends warm wishes for holidays

Winter is here and the cold will soon be 
upon us. What tips can you offer to help 
keep warm during the colder months?

“
”Rotor Wash

By Chaplain (Lt. Col.) David Bowerman
U.S. Army Public Health Command

Drivers urged to remain vigilant, especially during busy holiday season

Miller

diStracted driVing

army photo illustratioN



Although many people have 
already gotten their vaccinations, 
oftentimes four-legged family 
members can be forgotten during 
flu season.

People aren’t the only ones that 
can fall ill during the season, and 
Capt. Janas Gray, Fort Rucker vet-
erinary clinic officer in charge, en-
courages pet owners to make sure 
they’re taking care of their furry 
family members.

“Pet owners need to make sure 
pets are current on all their core 
vaccinations prior to traveling 
for the holidays,” she said, which 
includes FVRCP and rabies vac-
cines for cats, as well as DAPV 
and rabies vaccines for dogs.

In addition to the core immuni-
zations, boarding facilities require 
dogs to be vaccinated for canine 
infectious tracheobronchitis, oth-
erwise known as kennel cough, 
and may also require them to have 
the canine influenza vaccination, 
said Gray.

Kennel cough is highly conta-
gious, and is the result of an infec-
tion in the respiratory tract with 
one or more viruses or bacteria, 
and can be spread through the air 
and close contact, or through con-
taminated objects, such as toys, 
bowls, bedding and things of that 
nature, said the vet clinic OIC.

Gray said the most obvious sign 
people should look out for when 
looking for kennel cough is, of 
course, coughing.

“The cough can be a dry, hack-
ing cough, unproductive (goose 
honk cough) or a productive (gag-
ging or coughing up secretions) 
cough,” she said. “Coughing epi-
sodes may be triggered by excite-
ment, increased activity or if the 
dog pulls on its leash causing pres-

sure on the throat.”
With serious infections, nasal 

discharge, fever, decreased appe-
tite and problems breathing may 
occur, and some complicated cases 
with bacterial infections can result 
in pneumonia, said Gray, adding 
that unvaccinated or young dogs 
are more susceptible to develop-
ing the complicated versions of 
the disease.

Although there is no cure for 
kennel cough, it can be treated 
through supportive therapy, which 
includes medication to help sup-
press the cough.

“Humidifiers can be useful in 
moistening the air to help with 
breathing and to break loose respi-
ratory secretions,” said Gray. “Un-
complicated cases do not require 
any antibiotics and will resolve 
over time, but complicated cases 
will require antibiotic therapy and 

more severe cases with pneumo-
nia may require hospitalization for 
fluids, oxygen therapy and other 
medication.”

Although the effects of kennel 
cough can be devastating under 
the worst conditions, the disease 
is completely preventable, said the 
vet clinic OIC.

 “Avoid contact with known in-
fected animals,” she said. “Keep 
recovering dogs isolated until all 
clinical signs have resolved, and 
pet owners should wear clean ap-
parel around their pets after known 
exposure of an infected animal. 
Also, disinfect any items, such as 
cages or bowls that should come 
in contact with an infected animal 
with a diluted bleach solution or 
another appropriate disinfectant.”

In addition to preventative mea-
sures, a medicinal preventative 
measure is also available in the 

form of a vaccine.
Another disease pet owners 

should be on the lookout for is 
canine influenza, which can be 
spread by infected dogs sneez-
ing or coughing on other dogs, 
through the sharing of contami-
nated objects, or even the owners 
coming in contact with infected 
animals, said Gray.

“The most common clinical sign 
is a persistent cough that can last 
more than 10 days, but up to 30 
days regardless of antibiotic ther-
apy and cough suppressants,” she 
said. “A mild case can present with 
a soft, productive or moist cough 
or a dry cough similar to kennel 
cough, and more severe cases can 
present with a nasal discharge re-
sembling pus and a low grade fe-
ver.  The condition can progress to 
a high-grade fever, pneumonia and 
difficulty breathing.”

As with kennel cough, there is 
no cure for canine influenza, but 
treatment is available, as well, in 
the form of supportive care. An-
tibiotic therapy may be needed in 
cases of a secondary bacterial in-
fection and if pneumonia is pres-
ent, in which case hospitalization 
and other medication may be 
needed.

The best medicine against ca-
nine influenza is prevention, said 
Gray.

“Avoid contact with infected 
known animals, and pet owners 
should wear clean apparel around 
their healthy pets after known 
exposure to infected animal,” 
she said. “Dogs showing signs 
should be isolated immediately to 
prevent the spread to other dogs, 
and dogs recovering from an in-
fection should be isolated for at 
least two weeks to prevent them 
from spreading the infection or 
to prevent them from being re-
infected.”

Sanitation also plays an impor-
tant role in the prevention of the 
disease, said Gray, adding that any 
surfaces, kennels, equipment that 
has come in contact with infected 
dogs should be thoroughly disin-
fected with diluted bleach or an-
other appropriate disinfectant, and 
pet owners should always remem-
ber to properly wash their hands 
before handling their pets.

Vaccinations are also available 
for canine influenza, however they 
are only recommended for pup-
pies or dogs with increased risk 
that may live in endemic areas or 
traveling to endemic areas, said 
the veterinarian.

Although these diseases can 
cause a lot of discomfort for not 
only the animal, but owners, as 
well, with proper treatment and 
prevention, the worst can be 
avoided, said Gray.  
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WASHINGTON — Earlier this month, 
the Army’s G-4 released an All Army Ac-
tivities message that lists the fiscal year 2016 
clothing bag list for enlisted Soldiers, as well 
as the dollar amount for the accompanying 
clothing allowance. 

For FY16, Soldiers saw an increase of 
about seven percent for their clothing allow-
ance.

Inside the clothing bag, new additions re-
flect the Army’s adoption of the Operational 
Camouflage Pattern.

The clothing bag is the name for the set 
of clothing items issued to Soldiers in ba-
sic training. That list of items evolves and 
changes year-to-year as the needs of the 
Army change. The clothing bag list is pub-
lished yearly, and all Soldiers are required 
throughout their career to maintain in their 
possession serviceable items that match what 
is listed in the most current clothing bag list.

New additions to the clothing bag this 
year include four sets of Army Combat Uni-
forms in the Operational Camouflage Pat-
tern, as well as a number of items that match 
the new color scheme. The total list of new 
additions is:

tan riggers belt;• 
hot-weather combat boots in coyote col-• 
or;
temperate-weather combat boots in coy-• 
ote color;
ACU Operational Camouflage Pattern • 
patrol cap;

ACU Operational Camouflage Pattern • 
coat;
ACU Operational Camouflage Pattern • 
trousers;
tan drawers, men’s brief;• 
lightweight cold weather drawers;• 
mid-weight cold weather drawers;• 
black light duty utility glove;• 
coyote glove inserts;• 
black glove inserts;• 
tan moisture-wicking T-shirt;• 
lightweight undershirt, cold weather; • 
and
mid-weight undershirt, cold weather.• 

According to a spokesperson for Army 
G-4, changes to the clothing bag are made 
after taking recommendations from a num-
ber of sources, including Training and Doc-
trine Command, Soldier feedback, and lim-
ited user evaluations. The recommendations 
are presented to the Army Uniform Board, 
and subsequent adoption of new items is first 
approved by the Army’s chief of staff.

Soldiers in basic training will start getting 
the new ACU in the Operational Camouflage 
Pattern later this month. For Soldiers already 
in the force, they can continue to wear the 
Universal Camouflage Pattern ACU until 
Sept. 30, 2019. It’s not until Oct. 1, 2019 – 
the very next day – that they will be required 
to both own and wear the Operational Cam-
ouflage Pattern ACU.

The male and female clothing bags that 
are issued in basic training are similar in 
what they contain. Male Soldiers are issued 
about 83 items, while female Soldiers are is-
sued about 74 items. Of those, more than 60 

are exactly the same.
Differences between the clothing bags 

are mainly due to clothing items that are 
designed specifically for either male or fe-
male Soldiers. Included in that list are male 
and female versions of the Army Service 
Uniform coat, male and female white dress 
shirts, male and female versions of the Op-
erational Camouflage Pattern ACU, the male 
neck tie versus the female neck tab and vari-
ous dress shoes.

Male Soldiers are issued nine items more 
than female Soldiers because male Soldiers 
are issued seven tan underwear briefs as 
well as two white cotton crew neck T-shirts. 
Female Soldiers are provided a larger cash 
allowance to purchase their own undergar-
ments.

Both male and female Soldiers get cash al-
lowances as part of their initial issue of uni-
forms in basic training. For male Soldiers, 
that $94.33 cash allowance is meant for 
them to purchase running shoes and socks 

for physical training. For female Soldiers, 
their larger cash allowance of $391.27 al-
lows them to purchase running shoes, physi-
cal training socks, underwear, black dress 
pumps and a handbag.

To help enlisted Soldiers maintain the 
items they are required to have, as spelled 
out in the clothing bag list, the Army pro-
vides them with a yearly clothing replace-
ment allowance.

For male Soldiers with less than three 
years of service, their CRA for FY2016 is 
$327.60 – an increase of about 7.05 percent. 
For those with more than that time in service, 
their CRA is $468 – a 7.43 percent increase. 
For female Soldiers under three years of ser-
vice, their CRA is $349.20 – a 7.77 percent 
increase over last year. Female Soldiers be-
yond the three-year mark will get an annual 
$496.80 CRA – a 6.97 percent increase over 
FY2015.

Soldiers are meant to use the yearly CRA 
stipend to ensure they own all of the items 
listed in the clothing bag list, and that the 
items are serviceable. Soldiers are allowed to 
manage on their own how they use the CRA. 
The CRA shows up as an untaxed item in a 
Soldier’s paycheck, annually, on the anni-
versary month in which the Soldier entered 
the service.

For Soldiers who are assigned at a duty sta-
tion where they are required to wear civilian 
clothing to work, the Army provides an ini-
tial civilian clothing allowance of $1,022.40. 
That clothing allowance is offered to Army 
officers who serve overseas, and to enlisted 
Soldiers worldwide.

Soldiers to see increase in clothing allowance 
By C. Todd Lopez
Army News Service

News Briefs
‘Army Flier’ break

This will be the last edition of 2015 for the “Army 
Flier.” The newspaper will resume publication with 
its Jan. 7 issue. 

Clinic closures
Lyster Army Health Clinic will maintain normal 

operational hours during the holiday season with the 
following exceptions: closed Dec. 25 and 26; and 
closed Jan. 1. 

Doubles AAFES gas savings 
The Army and Air Force Exchange Service, from 

Dec. 18-20, will offer drivers fueling up with a MIL-
ITARY STAR card at exchange gas stations 10 cents 

off per gallon instead of the everyday 5-cents-per-
gallon discount.

“With the last weekend of holiday shopping ap-
proaching, we’re giving military shoppers an extra 
reason to come on post and see what the Exchange 
has in store,” said Beate Bateman, Exchange Ex-
press manager. “The extra savings at the pump are 
all part of the value authorized shoppers find at the 
Fort Rucker Exchange.”  

After fueling up, shoppers who stop into the ex-
press and make an additional purchase with their 
MILITARY STAR card will be treated to a free cof-
fee or fountain drink. 

When drivers use their MILITARY STAR card 
at the pump, they’ll earn points as part of the new 

rewards program, which launched this fall. Card-
holders earn two points for every $1 spent in Army, 
Air Force, Marine Corps and Navy exchange stores, 
and wherever else the MILITARY STAR card is ac-
cepted. For every 2,000 points earned, shoppers will 
automatically receive a $20 rewards card.

Every day, shoppers can reap the benefits of pay-
ing with their MILITARY STAR card. Besides the 
typical discount of 5 cents per gallon on all gas pur-
chases, cardholders enjoy a 10 percent discount on 
all Exchange food court purchases year-round and 
free standard shipping at shopmyexchange.com.

For information about the features and benefits of 
the MILITARY STAR card, shoppers can visit www.
myecp.com.  

photo by C. todd lopez

Earlier this month, the Army’s G-4 released the 
fiscal year 2016 clothing bag list for enlisted Sol-
diers. 

By Nathan Pfau
Army Flier Staff Writer

Flu SeaSon
Pet owners urged to vaccinate, prepare pets for cold season

photo by NathaN pfau

Leigh Ann Farris, civilian veterinarian at the Fort Rucker Veterinary Treatment Facility, administers a shot to her patient, Dixie, 
as Spc. Summer Palmer, Fort Rucker Veterinary Treatment Facility NCOIC, keeps the dog calm last year.
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WASHINGTON — Senior NCO selec-
tion boards and the Qualitative Manage-
ment Program boards scheduled for the 
second, third and fourth quarters of this 
fiscal year will consider Soldiers in all 
components, E-6 through E-9, for possible 
involuntary separation.

Notification memos went out today for 
the March QMP board, said Ronald Si-
mons, chief of enlisted retirements and 
separations in U.S. Army Human Re-
sources Command’s Enlisted Transitions 
Branch, which manages enlisted Soldier 
QMP status.

“It is imperative that the Soldier review 
their AMHRR (Army Military Human Re-
sources Record) because that is the record 
the selection board is going to be review-
ing. If it is not up to date and correct, it is 
on the Soldier to make sure it is up to date 
and correct,” Simons said. 

Per Military Personnel Message 15-394, 
“Procedures for the FY16 QMP,” pub-
lished Dec. 7, consideration for denial of 
continued service will occur when an NCO 
receives one or more occurrences related 
to poor conduct or performance based on:

A general officer’s memorandum of • 
reprimand;
Conviction by court martial or Uni-• 
form Code of Military Justice Article 
15 punishment;
Department of the Army Form 2166-8, • 
NCO Evaluation Report, or NCOER, 
with any of three things:
Relief for cause;• 
Annotation of “no” in Part IV, for • 
(Army values); and
Senior rating of 4 (fair) or 5 (poor) in • 
the overall performance or potential 
blocks;
DA Form 2166-9-2, NCOER for E-6 • 
through E-8 with any of three items:
Relief for cause;• 
Annotation of “did not meet stan-• 
dards” in Part IV, Blocks C, D, E, F, 
G, H or I; and
Annotation of “not qualified” in Part • 
V, Block A;
DA Form 2166-9-3, NCOER for E-9, • 
with any of three things:

Relief for cause;• 
Annotation of “did not meet stan-• 
dards” in Part IV, Blocks A or E; and
Annotation of “not qualified” in Part • 
V, Block A;
Academic Evaluation Report, DA • 
Form 1059, indicating NCO Educa-
tion System, or NCOES, course fail-
ure;
Failure to qualify for promotion con-• 
sideration to the next pay grade be-
cause of non-completion of NCOES 
for two categories:
E-6 who, on attainment of 48 months’ • 
time-in-grade, has not graduated from 
the Advanced Leaders Course; and
E-7 who, on attainment of 48 months’ • 
time-in-grade, has not graduated from 
the Senior Leaders Course.

Simons, of HRC’s Enlisted Transitions 
Branch, said that on occasion, people do 
make mistakes in reviewing a Soldier’s 
file. 

“If a Soldier finds something with the 
document that identified them for QMP 
consideration, and they don’t feel that 
it qualifies them for consideration, they 
should contact us. The reason being that 
sometimes a Soldier will get identified for 
QMP consideration and during the review 
of the documents, something might get 

overlooked – that the document does in 
fact not qualify for QMP consideration,” 
he said.

“So, rather than present mitigating mat-
ters to the board president, it is easier to let 
us know up front. We can review it and if 
doesn’t qualify them, then we can remove 
that Soldier from consideration before it 
becomes a matter of board record,” Si-
mons said.

Contact information is in MILPER 15-
394, which is available on the HRC web-
site.

“We review thousands and thousands of 
records and then it is not uncommon for 
somebody to just overlook something and 
say this document qualifies (the Soldier 
for QMP consideration), when in fact it 
doesn’t,” Simons said.

“And we can take care of that up front 
rather than after the fact. After the fact, it 
becomes much more difficult for the Sol-
dier and for the Army.”

Leaders at all levels have a role to play 
in the process as well as the Soldier, Si-
mons said.

“I would recommend that the leadership 
read the MILPER before they notify their 
Soldiers, and if they have any questions to 
contact us. That way, when they are coun-
seling their Soldier, their questions have 

already been addressed, and if the Soldier 
comes up with additional questions, we 
can certainly work those at that time,” he 
said.

QMP exemptions
There are four categories of NCOs that 

QMP does not apply to.
Those with approved retirements.a. 
Those previously retained on ac-b. 
tive duty by a QMP board, provided 
there’s no new basis for QMP consid-
eration since the earlier retention de-
termination.
E-9s who are within two years of their c. 
retention control point. 
Those who are promotable to the next d. 
higher grade, or have been selected to 
attend the Sergeant Major Course for 
the purpose of promotion to sergeant 
major – this is only applicable when 
the basis for QMP consideration was 
filed in the Soldier’s Army Military 
Human Resource Record and was in-
cluded in the official file seen by the 
promotion/training selection board.

There are many other details in the MIL-
PER relating to processes of separation, 
appeals process, removal of unfavorable 
information from Soldiers’ records, due 
process and so on.

lead by example
By David Vergun
Army News Service

NCOs with poor conduct, performance face possible discharge

army photo illustratioN



with people they might not be familiar 
with.

“One of the things we did was a culminat-
ing event at the end of the training where 
we worked on their strengths, both mental 
and physical, and we also did team building 
exercises with Soldiers who had never met 
each other,” said Kirkland. “That way you 
don’t know anything about those you’re go-
ing into the objective with, and together you 
have to accomplish a goal.”

During the event, Soldiers had to break 
down any barriers in communication or 
otherwise, and learn to work together to ac-
complish a task.

“When you’re actually going on a deploy-
ment or have a task to complete, sometimes 
you’re separated from the people that you’re 

used to, and when you’re on deployment, 
you don’t really have all that time to be able 
to know the person that you’re going to be 
working with,” said the 3-58th sergeant ma-
jor. “You have to be able to pick out what 
needs to be done because we’re all on the 
same team, in the same fight, so we need to 
figure out what we need to do together to be 
able to accomplish this task and overcome 
any obstacle that we are faced with.

“They have to learn how to work to-
gether as a team because not everybody has 
the same strengths and weaknesses, so they 
have to find out where their weaknesses and 
strengths are, know how to deal with them 
and how to employ those accordingly,” he 
said.

For Sgt. Scott Scheuer, 164th TAOG se-
curity manager, the training was something 
he said was necessary to keep Soldiers on 

their toes and Army ready.
“I thought the training was excellent, and 

I feel like it took the Soldiers back to who 
they are and what they are – we’re Soldiers 
first,” he said. “We should be able to adapt 
and overcome any situation that is thrown at 
us. We need to be able to critically think and 
put ourselves out there and take charge, and 
that’s what I think the exercise did for us.”

Having to overcome any situation is just 
what one of the events was focused on, test-
ing Soldiers in a scenario that might other-
wise have them lost, said Scheuer.

“One of the exercises that we had was our 
culminating exercise where we had a bunch 
of scenarios happening at once, and during 
the exercise we had one of our platoon lead-
ers or squad leaders taken out of the exer-
cise, so we had to figure out who would take 
the initiative to take charge to be able to do 

what we had to do,” he said. “For me, the 
training really brought me back to square 
one for what I joined the Army to do.”

That square one-type training is exactly 
what the Soldiers needed and were expect-
ed to overcome, said Jones.

“We wanted to make sure our Soldiers 
understand that one of our tenets is being 
expeditionary, and being expeditionary, to 
me, means being self sustaining,” said the 
164th TAOG command sergeant major. 
“There are three key things that I always 
talk about, which are the individuals, lead-
ers and equipment. I think the Soldiers got 
to find out about themselves, (and) got to 
know themselves, their leaders and their 
equipment, and I think that was the success 
of it all. I always talk about rough, realistic 
training, and that’s something that we got 
accomplished out there.”

Although there are many differ-
ences between the units, there are 
also many similarities that will 
allow the units to be able to bet-
ter communicate and understand 
what part of each unit is impor-
tant to ATS.

“It’s the cross talk that will 
cause them all to realize that there 
are some common things that they 
can share amongst each other in 
policies and regulations and con-
cepts that will help them be better 
at their jobs,” said the ATSCOM 
commander’s deputy. “No matter 
their rank, they all share this com-

mon purpose, which is air traffic 
control and airfield management, 
so they all have to learn this com-
mon mission and that mission has 
to be how to safely mitigate risk, 
both on the airfield and in the air, 
and to provide that, they have to 
understand how those two things 
integrate.”

An example would be how 
an aircraft or vehicle operating 
on the airfield can be just as 
dangerous as an aircraft that 
is inbound to an airfield, said 
Jones, adding that it’s the goal of 
the conference to be able to get 
those two units that are operating 
different facets of the airfield to 

understand one another.
“They have to understand those 

concepts and how they all work 
together, so it’s really about the 
mission, and how all those people 
play a part in executing that mis-
sion,” he said. 

Soldiers came from all over the 
U.S., from Hawaii to Alaska, with 
the purpose to learn, and that’s 
precisely why CW3 Mark Head, 
2-224th Airfield Operations Bat-
talion, Pineville, Louisiana, want-
ed to attend the conference – to 
build relationships and discuss 
what concerns they might have.

“We’re the ones that have to be 
the go-to guy when it comes to 

that ATS question (from the com-
mander),” he said. “We have to 
be the one sitting there with that 
answer or know where to find that 
answer. I think getting everyone 
in one room, we can be amongst 
our peers to ask questions, and I 
think this is a fantastic forum to 
do that.

“What I expect to get out of this 
is also the contacts,” Head con-
tinued. “I think that’s one of the 
biggest things that we all can take 
out of here. Those contacts that 
we make are crucial. Six months 
down the road when I have a 
question that needs answering, 
I’ll remember a guy that knocked 

the question out of the park at this 
conference, and I’ll give him a 
call and see exactly what he did 
to alleviate his issue.”

In the future, Jones said he is 
hopeful that the course will be-
come a staple for the Soldiers and 
civilians of ATSCOM to be able 
to come and exchange ideas.

“I think that the course being a 
first done here at Fort Rucker is 
an excellent opportunity for ev-
eryone, not only the folks here at 
Fort Rucker, but the folks across 
the Army,” he said. “We do hope 
that this course will continue and 
perhaps down the road become a 
permanent fixture.”

commitment and compe-
tence that is required of 
every Soldier, said to Maj. 
Gen. Michael D. Lundy, 
U.S. Army Aviation Cen-
ter of Excellence and Fort 
Rucker commanding gen-
eral, adding that he was ex-
cited to be able to attend.

“I’ll tell you that I’m so 
very proud, and the thing 
that I’m most proud of is not 
that they’re the professional 
musicians that they are, but 
that they’re very profession-
al Soldiers who demonstrate 
the character, commitment 
and competence that we ex-
pect of United States Army 
Soldiers, and they put that 
on display everywhere they 
go around the Wiregrass,” 
said Lundy before the per-
formance. “They represent 
our Soldiers, our Army and 
our families very well, so 
thanks for doing that every 
day. This is a great time to-
night, and I made sure that I 
didn’t have any travel going 
on, so that I could be here 
for this event.”

Numerous hours of 
preparation and rehearsal 
goes into putting on a per-
formance like the holiday 
concert, said CW2 Daniel 
Parker, 98th Army “Silver 
Wings” Band commander, 
and even more time is spent 
by the Soldiers individually 
to arrange the music to their 
specific standards.

“As commander (of this 
band), I’m particularly 
proud of the holiday concert 
because everything people 
see and hear, from the deco-
rations on stage to the light-
ing, the sound, the narration 

and music has all been de-
signed, arranged, written, 
planned, produced and exe-
cuted by Soldiers and NCOs 
of the Silver Wings band, 
and for that I’m extremely 
proud,” he said.

In addition to the holiday 
concert, the Silver Wings 
band will have performed 
an additional 25 other en-
gagements throughout the 
Wiregrass, not including 
caroling performances held 

throughout the week, added 
Parker.

“We’re just so excited 
to be able to share with 
(people) the fun and fes-
tive holiday music that we 
hoped that people can just 

sit back, relax and enjoy,” 
he said. “We want them to 
forget about all the stresses 
around the holidays, like the 
shopping, and just sit back 
and sing along to some old 
favorites.”
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Roots: Exercise breaks down communication barriers
Continued from Page A1

Course: Soldiers, civilians provided opportunity to exhange ideas
Continued from Page A1

Cheer: Silver Wings plans 25 more holiday Wiregrass performances
Continued from Page A1

14 CU. FT.
FRIGIDAIRE
UPRIGHT
FREEZER

Reg. $388

$329
14.0 cu. ft.
FRIGIDAIRE

CHEST FREEZER
Was $429

SALE
$328

MATTRESS SALE

Twin . . . . . Ea. Pc. $48.95
Full . . . . . . Ea. Pc. $53.95
Queen. . . . Ea. Pc. $64.95
King . . . . . Ea. Pc. $88.95

Sold Sets Only

DINETTE TABLE

WHIRLPOOL
WASHER

Select Load Size & Temp.
Heavy Duty, Was $248

SALE
$229

WHIRLPOOL DRYER
Heavy Duty, Comm. design,

perm. press cycle, cool down care.
Was $238

SALE
$218

FRIGIDAIRE
DISHWASHER

New in Carton
Compare at $348

SALE
$218

4 Drawer
Chest

Reg. $149.95
SALE

$8995

RECLINERS
ALL

SALE PRICED
TO MOVE

4 PC. BEDROOM SUITE
Dresser, Headboard,
Mirror & Night Stand.

Compare at $499

SALE
$299

WHIRPOOL
REFRIGERATOR

FREEZER
25 Cu. Ft. Side-by-Side,

Crushed and Cubed
Ice & Water Thru Door

Energy Saver. Was $1198
SALE

$799

OTHER
RANGES

Starting at

$269

with chairs.
Compare at $298.

In Carton Only.

SALE
$9995

Sofa & Loveseat
Reg. $1198

SALE
$398

NEW 2 PIECE
LIVINGROOM SUITE

Limited Quantities

WHIRLPOOL WASHER
Heavy Duty, 2 Speed, 3 Temp, 5 Cycle.

Was $348

SALE
$239

A.V.B Member A.V.B.
Brand Source Associated Volume Buyers

Guaranteed Lower Prices Thru Volume

Buying One Of The Nation’s Largest Buying Groups

A.V.B. Member A.V.B.

Layaway Til Christmas Eve

334-793-3045

KING’S FURNITURE & APPLIANCES
2821 Ross Clark Circle, S.W. • Dothan, Alabama

(Across From Eye Center South)
LARGEST SELECTION OF APPLIANCES & FURNITURE IN THE WIREGRASS!

YOUR FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED STORE FOR OVER 49 YEARS
Same Day Delivery • NatioNwiDe Service

Limited Quantities • Some One and Two of a Kind •Scratch & Dent • Pictures Similar To Illustration

KING’S
Bring us the best price you can

find for any merchandise we
carry – if we don’t beat it, we’ll

give you the item FREE!

FRIGIDAIRE

Ceramic Top. 2 big eyes, 2 small eyes.
Compare $699.

SALE
$435

AMANA
RANGE

2 Big Burners, 2 Small Burners,
Storage Drawer. New in Carton,

Compare $499.
SALE

$29595

No Reasonable Offer Refused
Bring Your Truck - Save Even More!

3 PC. – COFFEE TABLE
AND 2 END TABLE SET

$9995
Set

BIGGEST SALE OF THE YEAR
JUST IN TIME FOR SANTA!

S

SALE

King’s
Furniture &
Appliances

FRIGIDAIRE
18 cu. ft.

REFRIGERATOR/FREEZER
2 Door, New in Carton

No Frost Was $549

SALE
$445

BUNKBEDS
SALE

$96Each

Affinity Deluxe Star, 6 Cycle,
Heavy Duty, Automatic

Dispenser, 5 Temp.
Was $899.

$39500

Affinity Deluxe Star
3 Temp., 4 Cycle,
Moisture Sensor.

Was $699.
$29900

FRIGIDAIRE FRONT
LOADWASHER

FRIGIDAIRE FRONT
LOAD DRYER

Floor Models & Demos
Some One & Two Of A Kind &

Scratch & Dent
All merchandise similar to illustration

Thurs. 17th, Fri. 18th, Sat. 19th & Mon. 21st

Open Christmas Eve 12-24, 9 a.m.-4 p.m.
EVERY ITEM REDUCED FOR QUICK SALE!

LAST
MINUTE

GIFTS

OVER RANGE
MICROWAVE

Was $394.

SALE
$14950

Matinees Everyday
Starting Friday, December 18

ENTERPRISE SHOPPING CENTER

College Cinema • enterprise

WESTGATE CENTER Enterprise Information
334-347-2531
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*R Rated Films, one must be 17 or with parent*

CLARK THEATRES
ENTERPRISE

Web Site: www.hollywoodconnector.com
MOVIE INFO 24/7 - 347-2531
ACTIVE DUTY SERVICE MEMBER DISCOUNT

(WITH ACTIVE MILITARY ID ) + 1 Guest

DECEMBER 18 - 23, 2015

I SISTERS - R
Everday: 1:50, 4:10, 7:00 & 9:20

II ALVIN: THE ROAD CHIP - PG
Everyday: 2:10, 4:10, 7:10 & 9:10

III THE GOOD DINOSAUR - PG
Everyday: 2:00, 4:10, 7:00 & 9:10

IV KRAMPUS - PG13
Everyday: 2:00, 4:10, 7:00 & 9:10

I Starts Thursday: December 17
STAR WARS:
THE FORCE AWAKENS - PG13
3D - Thursday 12/17: 7:30
Everyday: 2:00, 5:00 & 8:00

II IN THE HEART OF THE SEA - PG13
Thursday 12/17: 7:00
Daily: 2:00, 4:20, 7:00 & 9:20

III Starts Thursday: December 17
STAR WARS:
THE FORCE AWAKENS - PG13
2D - Thursday 12/17: 7:00 & 9:15
Everyday: 1:00, 4:00, 7:00 & 9:45
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REAL ESTATE SHOWCASE

Smarter Savings. Bolder Exposure. Faster Results.

Billy G. Cotter
Owner/Broker

Terri
Averett

Nancy
Cafiero

Fran Claytor
Kaltenbaugh

Judy
Dunn

Lesley
Enman

Robin
Foy

Angie
Goodman

Maggie
Haas

Sam
Helms

Theresa
Hernandez

Evelyn
Hitch

Mary M.
Jones

Don
Kaltenbaugh

Agnes
Karvonen

Bob
Kuykendall

Pat
Leggett

Shawn
Reeves

Norman
Riley

Chris
Rogers

Jan
Sawyer

Debbie
Sunbrock

Jackie
Thompson

Marla
Bellard

Sommer
Rakes

Katharina
Roth-Whyte

Marge
Simmons

During the holiday season, our thoughts turn to those
who make our business possible. A sincere Thank

You for trusting us with your real estate needs for over 40 years.

Merry Christmas
From Billy Cotter, Agents & Staff

Erin Cotter Tullos
Assoc. Broker/Manager

www.c21regencyrealty.com

334-347-0048
531 Boll Weevil Circle

JAN SAWYER ~ 334-406-2393

Your Home Search is in
with our

POWER PRODUCER

JACKIE THOMPSON ~ 334-406-1231

www.c21regencyrealty.com

334-347-0048
531 Boll Weevil Circle

$115,000

$130,000 ~ NEW TOWNHOUSE

SANTA SAVINGS ON BRIDLEWOOD LOT

NEW PRICE IN LAKE NICHOLS! ~ $244,900

$349,900

www.c21regencyrealty.com

334-347-0048
531 Boll Weevil Circle

NEW LISTING
OPEN SUNDAY

DEC. 20TH!!!
1:00PM-3:00PM

HOSTED BY:
SOMMER RAKES

406-1286

203 SQUIRREL HOLLOW

TURTLEBACK SUBDIVISION ~ $212,000:
Lake, clubhouse with salt water pool, walking
trails, sidewalks, energy star certified home with
stainless steel appliances, granite countertops,
custom cabinets, coffered ceilings, custom trim,
gas tankless Rinnai hot water heater, timer for
outside lighting, lots of closets for storage all on a
large, flat lot with side entry garage!
DIRECTIONS: 84 N approx. 2 miles, turn right on
Salem Road, first right into subdivision, first left
onto Squirrel Hollow, home is on left.

HOSTED BY: CHRIS ROGERS 406-0726
DIRECTIONS: Boll Weevil Circle west, pass Enterprise
High School on left. Turn left on Jasmine Circle

VISIT CHRIS ROGERS AT WOODLAND PARK!
PREVIEW THESE HOMES &

REGISTER TO WIN A HOLIDAY HAM.
DRAWING WILL BE DECEMBER 28TH.

WOODLAND PARK OPEN HOUSES
THIS WEEKEND & NEXT WEEKEND

DEC. 19 & 20 ~ 26 & 27: 2:00PM-4:00PM

A beautiful cottage located conveniently to
schools, shopping, golf, restaurants & minutes
from Ft Rucker. Enjoy morning coffee on the
screened porch overlooking a fenced, landscaped
backyard. House is equipped with low E windows,
2" faux wood blinds, natural gas heat, stove
& water heater, beautiful wood floors in living
area, open floor plan, framed mirrors in baths,
tray ceiling in living/dining area & 1-car garage.

301 JASMINE CIRCLE ~ $154,000

221 JASMINE CIRCLE: Tucked in the woods off
Boll Weevil Circle. While providing privacy, they
offer the convenience to schools, shopping, golf,
restaurants & minutes from Ft. Rucker. 3BR/2BA,
security system, wood floors, stainless appliances,
natural gas heat/cooking/water heater, low E
windows, irrigation system, 2" faux wood blinds,
framed mirrors in bathroom & tray ceiling in
grandroom & fence across back. (Maple Leaf Plan)

UNDER CONSTRUCTION ~ $155,000

244 JASMINE CIRCLE: 3BR/2BA, security system,
stainless appliances, natural gas heat/cooking/
water heater, low E windows, irrigation system,
2" faux wood blinds, framed mirrors in bathroom
& tray ceiling in grandroom & fence across back.
(Poplar Plan)

UNDER CONSTRUCTION ~ $154,000
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Armywide

WASHINGTON — A total of 19 mili-
tary occupational specialties in the Army 
will open to women beginning early next 
year.

Defense Secretary Ash Carter announced 
Dec. 3 that women who qualify will be 
able to serve in any job, anywhere in the 
military. He directed the Army and other 
services to provide an implementation plan 
by Jan. 1.

More than 125,000 positions will poten-
tially open for women in the Army’s con-
ventional forces, and more than 13,000 po-
sitions will potentially open in U.S. Army 
Special Operations Command.

Inside the conventional forces, the fol-
lowing MOSs will open:

11A, infantry officer, 6,296 positions;• 
11B, infantryman, 75,115 positions;• 
11C, indirect fire infantryman, 7,840 • 
positions;
11Z, infantry senior sergeant, 2,194 po-• 
sitions;
13F, fire support specialist, 8,957 posi-• 

tions;
19A, general armor officer, 403 posi-• 
tions;
19B, armor officer, 663 positions;• 
19C, cavalry officer, 1,165 positions;• 
19D, cavalry scout, 15,028 positions;• 
19K, M1 armor crewman, 6,828 posi-• 
tions; and
19Z, armor senior sergeant, 829 posi-• 
tions.

Inside USASOC, 13,482 positions will 
open in the following MOSs:

18A, Special Forces officer;• 
180A, Special Forces warrant officer;• 
18B, Special Forces weapons sergeant;• 
18C, Special Forces engineer sergeant;• 
18D, Special Forces medical sergeant;• 
18E, Special Forces communications • 
sergeant;
18F, Special Forces assistant operations • 
and intelligence sergeant; and
18Z, Special Forces senior sergeant.• 

Since May 2012, the Army has already 
opened about 95,216 positions and nine 
occupations to women, as it has taken a 

See SpecialtieS, page B4

Second Lt. Rachel Parker, Field Artillery Basic Officer Leader Course Class 7-13, leads a formation dur-
ing the Red Leg War Dec. 11, 2013. Officers in that class were among the first women able to officially 
hold positions within direct support field artillery battalions, brigade combat teams and cannon bat-
talions in fires brigades. 
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Army opening 19 specialties to women

FORT BRAGG, N.C. — Olive-drab colored para-
chutes tinted the early morning sunrays on Sicily Drop 
Zone Dec. 4 at Fort Bragg during the 18th annual Randy 
Oler Memorial Operation Toy Drop. 

For donations of toys, which are given to local chil-
dren, Soldiers had the opportunity to earn partner nation 
jump wings and participate in a unique airborne expe-
rience, said Maj. Andre A. Battiste, Chief of Adjunct 
General Division for G1 command.

“Operation Toy Drop is a multifaceted training exer-
cise which also has an important community relations 
aspect,” he said. “It is also exposure to foreign nations 
on how we do our airborne operations.”

United States Army Civil Affairs and Psychological 
Operations (Airborne), a U.S. Army Reserve Functional 
Command, hosted this international training event. Op-
eration Toy Drop is the world’s largest combined air-
borne operation. Partner nation participants this year 
included Canada, Colombia, Germany, Indonesia, Italy, 
Latvia and the Netherlands. The event gives the nations’ 
jumpmasters a chance to exchange a part of their culture 
with the U.S. Army, Battiste said.

Preparation for the big toy day included rehearsal 
training for static line jumps, refresher training on the 
main canopy parachute (MC-6), T-11 reserve parachute, 
aircraft familiarizations for the UH-60 Black Hawk 
helicopter, C-130, C-160 and C-27. Reserve Soldiers 
from the 824th Quartermaster Company supplied and 
packed more than 200 MC-6 and T-11 parachutes for 
the event. 

Operation Toy Drop was founded in 1997 by the late 
Sgt. 1st Class Randall R. Oler, who on April 20th, 2004, 
suffered a heart attack on a C-130 aircraft while per-
forming jumpmaster duties. 

His international vision and legacy lives on.
“There are little offshoots of Operation Toy drop all 

around the airborne community and it spawned from 
Randy Oler’s idea,” Battiste said. 

This event is huge in the toy collection aspect, but it 
also serves as a far-reaching training event. Capt. Juan 
DeValdenebro, Colombian Special Operations Com-
mand jumpmaster, said working with the U.S. has been 
a valuable training experience and he would like to 
come back to participate again. This was the first year 
his country has been a part of Operation Toy Drop.

“We are very glad of having this opportunity,” De-
Valdenebro said, “It’s great for us so we can share train-
ing techniques, procedures, know new aircrafts and 
other countries procedures so we can improve ours.”

Aside from collecting more than 1,000 toys for un-
derprivileged children and providing an international 
personal development opportunity, Operation Toy drop 
offered esprit de corps among soldiers with boost in 
moral. 

U.S. Army 1st Lt. Suyapa Lopez, with A Company, 
407th Brigade Supply Battalion, cheered all the way 
through her descent to the ground. She earned a pair 
of Netherland wings from her jump in Operation Toy 
Drop. 

“This was my smoothest, most calm jump ever,” said 
Suyapa, “It was awesome!”

A Soldier assigned to 3rd Brigade Combat Team, 25th Infantry Division pulls security as a UH-60 Black Hawk from the 25th Combat 
Aviation Brigade takes off during air assault operations at the U.S. Marine Corps Training Area Bellows, Hawaii, Dec. 2.

photo ByStaff Sgt. arMando r. liMon 
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By Staff Sgt. Shaiyla Hakeem
354th Mobile Public Affairs Detachment

Multiple U.S. Army aircraft stage on a flight line during Opera-
tion Toy Drop Dec. 9. Operation Toy Drop is the world’s

air force photo By Staff Sgt. douglaS elliS 

OPErATIOn 
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The deputy product director for the 
UAS Modernization Product Director-
ate within the Program Executive Of-
fice for Aviation never expected any 
of the surprises she received this year 
from the Army and the Department of 
Defense.

For Donna Hightower, first came the 
presentation of the DOD Distinguished 
Civilian Service Award, the highest 
award given to a DOD civilian, dur-
ing a ceremony Oct. 8 in the Pentagon. 
Brig. Gen. Bob Marion, program exec-
utive officer for Aviation, first broke the 
news of the award to Hightower during 
a town hall Sept. 1. 

Next, Nov. 20, Heidi Shyu, the Ar-
my’s assistant secretary for acquisition, 
logistics and technology, praised High-
tower’s accomplishments and lauded 
her leadership among acquisition peers 
during a brown bag lunch at PEO Avia-
tion. 

Calling Hightower a “superstar,” 
Shyu acknowledged her contributions 
that were critical in the fielding of air-
borne surveillance and weapons deliv-
ery capabilities across the Army and for 
joint users. 

Hightower, not one accustomed to 
the spotlight, said, “I was surprised, 
but humbled that I could be considered 
for this award, much less receive the 
award. I work with a tremendous team 
of engineers, logisticians and business 
personnel that are far greater talented 
people who deserve this a lot more than 
I do.”

Hightower first came to the world of 
unmanned aircraft systems on a dare. 
She began her career in 1988 with the 
Strategic Defense Command, then with 
the Aviation and Missile Command 
working in the labs reverse engineering 
black boxes. “It was fun, but it kept me 
very disconnected from the end users,” 
she said. 

Hightower honed her skills as a sys-
tem and test engineer until 1995 when 
she noticed a requirement for a systems 

engineer in what was then called Tacti-
cal UAS. UAS was still in its infancy 
at the time, and Hightower thought it 
would be a great opportunity to con-
tribute her expertise in something new 
and different. Her counterparts in the 
lab thought she didn’t have a chance of 
being selected and dared her to apply 
for the job. She was interviewed and 
agreed to try the job for 30 days. 

“The rest is history,” Hightower said 
with a smile.

From there, Hightower blossomed to 
become an established leader, setting a 
precedence and preeminence in the field 
of unmanned aircraft operations. She 
chaperoned the Hunter UAS through a 
series of production and testing events 
leading to the first fielded Hunter sys-
tem to the 15th Military Intelligence 
Battalion at Fort Hood, Texas. These 
exceptionally difficult years in the life 
of the Hunter program provided the 
foundation of refined requirements that 
would ultimately birth the robust fleet 
of UAS currently fielded and operated 
by the Army. Hightower has since been 
in the lead for every major evolution in 
Army UAS capability.

In 2007, at the request of the Joint 
IED Defeat Organization and Task 
Force Observe Detect Identify and 

Neutralize, Hightower planned and 
executed a multiphase integration of 
UAS into the Army’s combat Aviation 
brigades to support the counter IED 
mission. 

Working with the 25th Infantry Divi-
sion, she led her team through the plan-
ning to create a model for integration of 
the Gray Eagle UAS into the brigades, 
building the case for the capability that 
would ultimately impact the future 
force structure of each Army division. 

The innovative plan used Hunter as 
a surrogate ahead of the actual fielding 
of the Gray Eagle, gaining two years of 
knowledge and experience to support 
senior leadership decision-making. It 
created the opportunity to develop tac-
tics, techniques and procedures for an 
entirely new element of the CAB, a 
dramatic force multiplier, and demon-
strated the power of organic UAS com-
pared to task organized support. 

“When I started with Hunter, no one 
really knew what a (UAS) was and 
what it could bring to the battlefield,” 
Hightower said. “The manned world 
wanted no part of (UAS) and saw them 
as a threat. 

“It gives me tremendous pride in my 

By Sofia Bledsoe
PEO Aviation

Donna Hightower, right, stands next to Heidi Shyu, the Army’s top acquisition executive. 
photoS By capt. Joe BuSh 

See civilian, page B4

Aviators, paratroopers 
team to help children

Pentagon honors UAS civilian
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

GENERAL & SPECIAL NOTICES

MERCHANDISE
FIREWOOD & FUEL

HEALTH PRODUCTS

JEWELRY & WATCHES

LAWN & GARDEN EQUIPMENT

PETS & ANIMALS

DOGS

FARMER’S MARKET

HAY & GRAIN

SEEDS & PLANTS

WANTED - FARM & GARDEN

EMPLOYMENT
EDUCATION,TRAINING & LIBRARY

RESTAURANT & FOOD SERVICE

RECREATION
BOATS

CAMPERS & TRAVEL TRAILERS

MOTOR HOMES & RVS

TRANSPORTATION

ANTIQUE & CLASSIC VEHICLES

AUTOS FOR SALE

AUTOS FOR SALE

MOTORCYCLES

MOTORCYCLES

SPORT UTILITY

TRUCKS, BUSES, TRACTORS, TRAILERS

WANTED AUTOS

NEED TO PLACE AN AD?
It’s simple, call one of our friendly

Classified representatives
and they will be glad to assist you.

IT’S AS EASY
AS 1 - 2 - 3

1. CALL 2. PLACE YOUR AD 3. GET RESULTS

Easy Ways to
Increase Your
Ad’s Results...

1. Use bold type
2. Use an Attractor
3. Start your ad with the item you are selling
or a benefit headline
4. Abbreviate as little as possible
5. Describe your item or job position in detail
6. Include the price of the item you are selling
7. Use white space, large type and graphics
to make your ad stand out and be
visually compelling

†CASINO TRIPS†
Wetumpka, AL
Montgomery, AL

$$ Have Fun & Win Big $$
EVERY FRIDAY NIGHT

Depart Dothan, AL 6:00PM Fri.
Return Dothan, AL 10:00AM Sat.

r Come and Join Us
334-405-2060

HURRY! Seats won’t last long .

ûü GUN SHOW üû
Dec 5th & 6th

* National Peanut Festival Building *
Hwy 231 S. Dothan, Alabama
* Over 275 Tables *
Sat. 9-5 ∂ Sun. 10-4
Call 334-279-9895

r FIREWOOD (all split oak)
Delivery available!
TRUCK LOAD $75.

CALL MARK 334-701-4967

DIABETIC TEST STRIPS
NEEDED I BUY SEALED/
UNEXPIRED BOXES.

CALL BOB (334) 219-4697
OR (850) 710-0189

Wanted: Old Coins, Gold,
Diamonds, Guns, And Tools

West Main Jewelry & Loan 334-671-1440.

Wells Lawn Mower
Taylor, AL.
334-702-9566

r WANTING TO BUY
USED RIDING LAWN MOWERS

AKC German Rottweiler puppies for Christmas
Yugoslavia blood line, S/W, 5 females
& 3-males, taking deposits $600.
334-566-8184 or 334-268-9765.

AKC Yellow & White Lab Puppies - Males & Fe-
males, S/W, block heads, ready for Christmas!
Will email pictures $400 Call 850-592-4498 or
850-209-5856

CKC Puppies for Sale! Chihuahua, Yorkie,
Shih-tzu, Chiweenie, Chinese Crested,Chorkie,
Poodle, Small Mix Breeds Call 850-573-3486.

Gorgeous Red Pit Bull mix. Loving Girl, great with
People. Only dog. Spayed. Free. 334-693-9097

Beautiful Lab/Bulldog Mix. Creamy White.
Loving/Playful. Spayed. Free. 334-693-9097

Dark Brindle Bully Mix. Playful/Energetic, Great
Companion. Neutered. Free. 334-693-9097

Great Pyrenees Puppies, ADORABLE!!
Great farm pets, parents on premises.
$100 Call 334-692-5141 or 334-797-9803

r Top Quality Coastal
Bermuda Hay

2015 Lg. Rolls Net wrapped,
Fertilized, Freshly Rolled
$45. per roll 850-209-9145

BIG TREES
12 ft.tall 30 gal.
$49.95 ea.
Live Oaks and
Crepe Myrtle
334-692-3695

Buying Pine / Hardwood in
your area. No tract too small

@ Custom Thinning
Call Pea River Timber
r 334-389-2003 q

The Coffee County Board of Education is
seeking applications for the following

administrative and certificated position(s).

Administrative
Principal @ Zion Chapel School K-12

Assistant Principal (Potential Opening within
the Coffee County School System)

Certificated
Special Education Teacher(s) Grades 1-6

and/or Grades 7-12

All applicants must possess valid Alabama
Certification with relevant certification and
expertise in the area of specialization.
APPLICATION DEADLINE : January 4, 2016 or

until position(s) are filled.
To apply for these positions, you must

complete an online application. The online
application may be accessed at the

following: www.coffeecountyschools.org or
at www.alsde.edu/TeachInAlabama .

Contact Jennifer Piland, 334-897-5016, if
additional information is required.

EOE - The Coffee County Board of Education
is an E-Verify Employer.

FORT RUCKER’S

RESTAURANTS & BARS
NOW HIRING

"SUPERSTARS"
Our Waitstaff and Bartenders are among
the highest paid in the Wiregrass!

∂ COOK - $10.56 hr
∂ BARTENDERS - $8.82 + Tips

∂ WAITSTAFF - $4.53 hr + (Tip Offset)
Only the superstars of service need apply.
Must be experienced and have an
"over-the-top service" attitude.

Flexible work schedules, afternoons,
nights and weekends.

Apply through USA JOBS on
http://www.usajobs.gov/
1. Type Fort Rucker, AL in the

"Where" search box. 2. Click Search Jobs.
3. Click on announcement and
read the How To Apply section.

1980 Boston Whaler Revenge , 1994 Mercury
200. Also comes with Tandem trailer ,
$10,000 OBO. MUST SELL ! for health reason.
Call Ken 229-334-5723.

NITRO BASS BOAT ,
garage kept, very clean,
exc. cond., SHARP! 115 hp
Mercury 4 stroke with
stainless prop., low hours,

Minnkota Maxxum Trolling MTR. Fish finder
with GPS. Galvanized trailer. Other options &
access., too many to list. $9,500. 334-678-2131.

Rhino Bay Boss 2005 22ft. Center console, fiber
glass, with 2007 Honda 225 4-stroke, very nice,
well maintained, trailer in excellent condition
with new tires, never been in salt water or
never used at full throttle.
$15,000 229-768-2369.

Dutchman 2006 Travel Trailer , 28ft. 1-owner,
(older couple) king bed, 2 doors, Lg. corner
shower, triple roll out, excellent condition,
see to believe! $9850. 334-435-4513.

Newmar 2004 MTN. Aire Motor Home .
Workhorse Classis, 32,750 miles, 2-slides,
computer desk/Dine. New roof & refrigerator,
auto satelite dish, includes 10K lb. blue Ox tow
bar & brake buddy. $69,900.
850-272-0596 or 850-326-3615.

Winnebago 2014 Vista
26HE, V10 gas, 1-slide,
hyd-jacks, 19 ft. electric
awning, rear camera, HD
TV, leather, many extras.

6,900 miles, ONLY $59,000 334-797-0324

Buick 1937 Street Rod , black cherry, all buick
running gear, completly restored, very good
condition, might trade $29,000 Call 334-618-
8312

BMW 1998
740iL, loaded,
leather, sun-
roof, 4 door se-
dan, V-8, clean,

123,000 miles, excellent, $4395 . 334-
790-7959.

Cadillac 1981 Fleetwood DElegance Brougham
diesel, 4-dr. 1 owner. 127,200 actual miles.
Clean. Avg. 25 miles per gallon. $3,900. Call
850-569-2697

Chevrolet 2003
Impala LS. load-
ed, leather, sun-
roof, 104,000
miles, 2 owner,

like new, 5850 . 334-790-7959.

Corvette 2008 Coupe , 6.2 430 HP Plus, ILT pack-
age, silver with black interior, 21,112 miles, au-
tomatic, cold air-intake-air-aid, 3’’ x pipe, ma-
gna floor and cargo mats, new battery and
spark plugs, tires has 3k miles, tuned by
vegenance racing, garage kept, very clean, no
smoking. Asking $29,000 Call 850-209-3479.

DO YOU NEED A VEHICLE ?
*O down Ride Today.

Good Credit, Bad Credit?
No Credit Guaranteed Approval

Buy here Pay here
Pass, REPO, BK’S,

SSI & VA OK Call Steve Pope 334-803-9550
AKA Mr. Ride today!

#1, 5 yrs in a row. *Call for more info.

Ford 2004 Mustang:
Anniversary Edition
Convertible in really nice
condition. Lots of new
parts, tires are like new
and has never been in a
accident. Garage kept.

$6,700 33-803-5443

Ford Fusion 2006 FE , 6 cylinder 3.1 engine, 162K
miles, crews, tilt & air. Power seats & windows,
4-door, red in color. runs great, well
maintained, clean interior, 5-disc cd player.
$3995. 334-733-6866.

Honda 2012 Accord, Great Family car,
great fuel mileage, very well equip-
ped, 4 door. $250 Down, $250 per
month. Call Steve Hatcher 334-791-
8243.

Honda 2014 Civic, under warranty,
$200 down, $249 per month. Call Ron
Ellis 334-714-0028.

Hyandia 2012 Sonata ,
silver/gray in color,
50K miles. $12,500.
Below bank pay off.
334-790-7970

Mercury Marquis 2001 ,
clean, professionally
driven, new tires,
excellent condition
$3950. 334-791-4363.

Nissan 1995 pick up, 141 K miles, cold AC,
good tires, nice truck. $2995. 334-792-8018

Nissan 2014 Altima, 4 door, very well
equipped, great fuel mileage, low
miles. $250 down, $250 per month.
Call Steve Hatcher 334-791-8243.

Toyota 1999
Camry SE, load-
ed, 111,000
miles, cold air,
like new, $4595

. 334-790-7959.

Toyota 2011 Camry, Like New! $200
down, $249 per month. Call Ron Ellis
334-714-0028.

Volkswagen 2007 Jetta Wolfsburg, silver with
leather interior, alloy wheels, heated seats,
power sunroof, 4 door, 5 cylinder, cold AC,
excellent condition , 850-272-5286.

2002 Harley Davidson
Ultra Classic Electra Glide
Garaged. Purple/black.
Loaded. Chromed out.
14,750 mi. Excellent condi-
tion. $10,999. 334-714-4548

ıüûüû 2011 ûüûü ı
GREAT CHRISTMAS PRESENT !

Harley Davidson ÒSuperglide Custom
Adult owned, factory original, garage kept.

ü Lovingly cared for ü
fog lights, windshield, back rest, alarm
system with pager, luggage rack,

mint condition, 15 K miles, original owner.
Ú $12,500 Call 334-598-0061 q Ú

Business for Sale Turn Key Operation
Golf cart sales, service & parts,

loacted in Eufaula, Al.
Includes property, bldg,
contents and inventory

Incredible opportunity for expansion.
r $199,000 q
Call Johnny at
334-370-3002

Sports Editor
The Jackson County Floridan. 5 day a week 5,000 circulation publication, has an immediate
opening for a full-time sports reporter/editor. This position’s duties include but is not limit-
ed to handling general-assignments, including high school, college, community sports and
outdoors coverage for the sports section and website.

The successful candidate must be willing to go above and beyond to explore sports issues
throughout our coverage area while also providing extensive coverage of our local and high
school sports scene. This position requires building a personal brand on Twitter and as a
blogger; must also be able to shoot, edit and produce video for jcfloridan.com, and use so-
cial media to further the reach of the Floridan’s audience. Flexible schedule required which
includes nights and weekends.

Two years of experience and a degree in journalism preferred. Must have a valid driver’s
license, dependable transportation and proof of insurance.

EOE/M/F/D/V: Drug and background screening is required.

Apply online at www.bhmginc.com
or bring resume to 4403 Constitution Lane, Marianna

Harley 100th Anniversary 2003 Dyna Low Rider
Like new, Second Owner, Loaded with
accessories, Low miles, Asking $7800.
334-797-9144.

Harley Davidson Dyna Low Rider, 2003
100th Anniversary, low miles, black, lots of
chrome with custom pipes, very nice bike!
asking $6500. 334-369-8017.

Honda 2013 CRF 250L, one
owner, electric start, 900
miles, $500 worth of acces-
sories, great for street or
off road, still under war-

ranty! $4,200 Firm. Call 334-618-2077

Victory Kingpin 2006 , red in color, 100 cubic
inch & 6 speed overdrive, 7500 miles, exc cond.
$6000. OBO 334-797-9328.

Ford 2006 Explorer XLT, black with tan leather
interior, excellent condition, low mileage
$9,500 Call 334-618-7659

AN Ford 1952 Tractor , runs good, new tires
$3000. OBO 334-596-7754.

Finish Line Trailer ,
heavy duty, 8ft. x 18ft.
2013 model. only pulled
1500 miles. 402-469-7983.
Located In Marianna.

Ford 1998 Ranger , 289k miles, new paint, AC,
good tires, $1800 OBO. Call 334-585-5288

1ST PLACE TO CALL FOR ALL OF
YOUR TOWING NEEDS!

Contact Jason Harger at 334-791-2624

Wanted to buy Junk Cars,
Trucks and Vans
We pay the most !!

Hauled the same day as called.
r Call Jim 334-379-4953

We buy Wrecked Vehicles
Running or not !
334-794-9576 or 344-791-4714
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Call today!

Searching for a Big Deal?
We’ve got you covered at

TheBigDDeal.com



team now that UAS are seen as force multipliers versus a 
hindrance or a threat. That’s the biggest change I’ve seen 
— the acceptance of unmanned platforms by the manned 
world,” she added.

Hightower then coordinated and supervised the Army’s 
first manned-unmanned teaming demonstration of UAS as-
sets with Apache and Kiowa Warrior aircraft, establishing 
the Find-Fix-Finish construct. This single event was the cat-
alyst to move UAS from a pure intelligence platform to an 
integral part of the maneuver force. 

Hightower was sought after to apply her expertise and in-
novation to establish numerous other efforts involving UAS, 
including the eventual weaponization of the Hunter UAS, 
which led to the weaponization of Warrior A systems, three 
of which deployed in theater in October 2007. 

She then deployed to personally supervise efforts in Iraq 
knowing the tremendous importance of the Warrior A mis-
sion.

“I wanted to let the user know that I was willing to stand 
side-by-side with them and make the changes necessary to 
keep the system flying in real time. It allowed the user to put 
a face to a voice. It also gave me the opportunity of a lifetime 
to thank the people who allow me to have the freedom I so 
enjoy today,” she said. 

Hightower deployed three times in theater, two in support 
of Operation Iraqi Freedom and one in support of Operation 
Enduring Freedom. 

She never rested on her laurels, however, and simultane-
ously focused her attention on the keystone of future UAS 

operations. Early on she identified the pressing need for 
open architectures and commonality among the systems be-
ing developed, understanding the issues and inefficiencies 
that would be realized in the future with continued use of 
proprietary systems.

She worked diligently with industry partners to develop 
“open” system architectures and interoperability standards 
among platforms. The One System Ground Control Sta-

tion was the genesis of this effort and the foundation from 
which future work would be based. With the development, 
production and integration of the OSGCS, for the first time 
the Army possessed a GCS capable of controlling multiple 
unmanned aircraft platforms. 

Continuing forward, Hightower also worked with leader-
ship in the development and integration efforts of other uni-
versal components. 

methodical approach to assessing 
and removing barriers to women’s 
service, officials said.

In September, then-Army Sec-
retary John M. McHugh submit-
ted to the defense secretary his 
recommendations on whether to 
open – or to request an exemption 
to keep closed – the remaining 
Army MOSs that have histori-
cally been closed to women.

Following a review of those 
recommendations, and the recom-
mendations of the other service 
secretaries, the defense secretary 
announced Dec. 3 his intent that 
all positions in the U.S. military 
be opened to women.

The Army secretary’s recom-
mendations about what positions 
to open were informed by the 
studies and the findings of work-
ing groups designed to look into 
the feasibility of women serving 

in combat arms roles.
Included among those were 

the Gender Integration Study 
conducted by Army Training and 
Doctrine Command; the Army 
Medical Command; U.S. Army 
Research Institute of Environ-
mental Medicine task assessment; 
the Medical Command Injury and 
Attrition Rates Working Group; 
the U.S. Army Sergeants Major 
Academy Risk Assessment and 
Suitability Analysis; and a one-

time pilot program at the U.S. 
Army Ranger School.

The Army also additionally 
prepared for opening the posi-
tions to female Soldiers by re-
validating the physical standards 
required for entry into the closed 
MOSs. Army Training and Doc-
trine Command led the effort to 
re-validate those standards.

As part of the Army’s Soldier 
2020 initiative, all individuals 
joining the Army, male or fe-

male, will understand what stan-
dards must be met, and must also 
meet the standards, before being 
awarded a particular military spe-
cialty.

The defense secretary must pass 
on to Congress his signed recom-
mendation. After 30 consecutive 
in-session days of Congress, if 
lawmakers have not disagreed 
with the recommendation, the 
Army can then begin recruiting 
female Soldiers into the MOSs.
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Civilian: Employee helps develop universal UAS components

$5.00
RX Plan
Get a month

Supply of certain
medications!

Elba

ADVERTISING THAT
WORKS HARD FOR YOU!

FIND WHAT YOU’RE LOOKING FOR!

SPOTLIGHTBUSINESS CARD

Call
Mable Ruttlen

for more
information at
334-393-9713

Advertise Your Business
TODAY!
YOUR AD...THIS SPACE...

ONLY $96/mo
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The community can travel back to the 
1950s for a New Year’s Eve sock-hop 
celebration at Rucker Lanes.

“Our evening will feature a number 
of door prizes, as well as a special prize 
for the best ‘in theme’ family,” said Ron 
Cook, bowling center business manager.

According to Cook, the evening will 
feature a 6-9 p.m. and 10 p.m. to 1 a.m. 
session. The earlier session will provide 
fun for the younger crowd, but Cook said 
both sessions feature similar program-
ming.

“Celebrating the New Year should not 
be only reserved for the adults, nor should 
the kids have to stay up past midnight,” 
he said. “Our mission was to provide a 
family-friendly New Year’s Eve option 
for our community.”

Reservations are required and Cook 
suggests calling as soon as possible. 

“We have, historically, seen our New 
Year’s Eve events reach full capacity,” he 
said. “We recommend that anyone inter-
ested in attending the event make a reser-
vation as early as possible.”

Cost is $30 per adult and $20 per child, 
which includes: three-course meal, un-
limited bowling, shoe rental, prize give-

aways, and a toast to ring in the New 
Year (sparkling cider will be provided 
for patrons under the age of 21).

“As with all of our programming, it 
is our mission to provide a fun, family-
friendly and affordable experience for all 
of our military families,” Cook said.

“Rucker Lanes is a fun-centered bowl-
ing facility that welcomes bowlers of 
all ages and skill sets,” he added. “We 
feature bumper bowling and lightweight 
bowling equipment for children under 
the age of 10, so they can play along with 
the adult family members.”

For more information or to make reser-
vations, call 255-9503.

Soldiers of the NCO Academy banded 
together in the spirit of giving to provide 
a merry Christmas to families on post.

Fort Rucker Sgt. Audie Murphy Club 
Soldiers did their part to try and make 
sure that no military child went wanting 
this Christmas with their annual Opera-
tion Santa at the NCO Academy Satur-
day.

Soldiers collected gifts, baked cookies, 
provided stockings and stocking stuffers, 
and created an atmosphere where children 
and parents could get into the Christmas 
spirit.

“We try to help the military commu-
nity by helping to (alleviate) some of 
the financial burdens during the holiday 
season, and we do that by providing toys 
for the children of military families for 
Christmas,” said Sgt. 1st Class Jennifer 
Churchill, NCO Academy.

The SAMC switched things up a bit 
this year with Operation Santa. In the 
past, toys were collected and donated at 
random to give to children during the 
annual event. Children would come in 
and choose a toy, but this year, Soldiers 
wanted to add a more personal touch with 
their gift giving.

Children were able to make a wish list 
of what kind of toy they would like from 
Santa and Soldiers were able to provide 
that specific toy for the children.

“This way, children were able to get 
what they wanted, as well as able to pick 
two stocking stuffers, enjoy some cook-
ies and decorate their own stocking,” said 
Churchill.

For Staff Sgt. Vergia Farrow, C Compa-
ny, 1st Battalion, 13th Aviation Regiment, 
and her husband, Justin, it was something 
that was very much appreciated, not only 
by them, but their son, Bran, as well.

“I think things like this are really phe-
nomenal,” said Justin. “I like the atmo-
sphere that they’ve provided here with 
the way it’s set up, and how the kids can 
go through and get into to the holiday feel 
by creating stockings with Santa off in 
the corner for the kids to go to.

“My son just kept going back and forth 
showing Santa everything. I just thought 
that was really cool,” he said. “(Things 
like Operation Santa) make you feel a 
little bit more connected to the Army.”

Creating and maintaining that connec-
tion is an important part of the program, 
as well as the Army, but for Churchill, 
it’s more about giving back and putting 
smiles on people’s faces.

“We just want to help families on post 
who might be in a bit of financial need, 
and if we could help the whole post we 
would,” she said. “And although the toys 
are for the children, it’s really for the par-
ents, too. It really brings smiles to par-
ents’ faces when they’re able to get these 
toys for the children.

“This also makes me feel great be-
cause, personally, I’ve always wanted 
to help people,” said Churchill, who one 
day hopes to be a social worker. “Doing 
something like this really brings a smile 
to my face. I don’t want people to think 
it’s charity, because it’s not. It’s really 
to be able to help those who need it. If 
we could provide toys for everyone, we 
would, but there are families on post who 
need it more than others.
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Bran Farrow, military family member, shows Santa Claus a stocking he decorated with the help of his 
mother, Sgt. 1st Class Jennifer Churchill, NCO Academy, and his father, Justin, during Operation Santa 
at the NCO Academy Saturday.

Photos by NathaN Pfau

Soldiers join forces to 
help local children

Pin down to countdown

By Jeremy Henderson
Army Flier Staff Writer

Rucker Lanes hosts New Year’s Eve party

Sergeant Heather Schmadel, U.S. Army Aeromedical Research Laboratory, and her husband, Mike, help 
their daughters, Reagan and Ryleigh, decorate stockings.

By Nathan Pfau
Army Flier Staff Writer

Operation Santa

The Churchills pick out stocking stuffers during Operation Santa.

VoLuntEER 
oPPoRtunitiES

Position:  CYSS Youth 
Basketball Coaches 

Duties:  Teach basic 
fundamentals of basketball 
and attend practices and 
games. If interested, call 
255-9108.

Position:  CYSS Volunteer
School Age Center, 

Winter Wonderland Skating, 
Friday, 6:15-8:15 p.m. and 
7:30-9:30 p.m.

If interested, call 255-
2246.
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On Post
your weekly guide to fort rucker events , services and activities. deadline for submissions is noon thursday for the following week’s edition.

Giving giveaway at library
The Center Library will help cele-

brate the holidays by holding a 12 Days 
of Giving Giveaway from now through 
Saturday. Patrons who check out any 
holiday-themed book will receive a gift 
during that timeframe. The giveaway 
will be open to all authorized patrons.

For more information, call 255-
3885.

Mom & Me: Dad too! 
Army Community Service hosts its 

Mom & Me: Dad too! playgroup Mon-
days from 9:30–11 a.m. at The Com-
mons. The playgroup is for families 
with children ages birth to 3 years old. 

For more information, call 255-9647 
or 255-3359. 

Army Family Team Building app
People can now complete Army Fam-

ily Team Building training through 
AFTB’s new app. Visit http://www.
ftruckermwr.com/acs/army-family-
team-building/ to find the direct link 
to the app. Once complete, people can 
contact Fort Rucker AFTB to receive 
their certificate. Search for AFTB in 
the app store for Apple devices. 

For more information, call 255-
9637.

Winter Wonderland Skate Night
The Fort Rucker School Age Cen-

ter Winter will host its Wonderland 
Skate Night Friday. Cost is $2 for the 
safety skate from 6:15-7:15 p.m. (par-
ents must be present) and $5 for regu-
lar skate from 7:30-9:30 p.m. for ages 
6 and older. Children are welcome to 
dress up as a snow princess, ice prince, 
snowboy or snowgirl, and judges will 
pick the best costume. A crown will be 
presented to the winner. There will also 
be giveaways and picture taking ses-
sions. Youth must be registered child, 
youth and school services members. 

For more information, call 255-9108. 
For CYSS membership information, 
call 255-9638. 

Lifeguard recertification courses
Lifeguarding courses for recertifica-

tion only will be held at the Fort Rucker 
Physical Fitness Center Jan. 2-3 from 8 
a.m. to 6 p.m. People must have a cur-
rent certification to enroll. The course 
is open to patrons ages 15 and up, and 
costs $125 for Department of Defense 
ID card holders and $150 for members 
of the general public. There will be a 
prerequisite test on the first day that 
must be passed to enter the course. Peo-
ple may register at the front desk of the 
Fort Rucker PFC. The cutoff for regis-
tration is three days prior to the course 
start date. Class may be canceled if 
minimum enrollment is not met. 

For more information, call 255-
2296. 

English as a Second Language
English as a Second Language will 

be offered to spouses on the installation 
Wednesdays in January from 9-11a.m. 
at the Allen Heights Community Center. 
Participants will practice their commu-
nication and written skills, and hope-
fully have some fun, as well, according 
to Army Community Service officials.

For more information, call 255-
3161. 

Employment readiness class
The Fort Rucker Employment Readi-

ness Program hosts orientation sessions 
monthly in the Soldier Service Center, 
Bldg. 5700, in the Army Community 
Service multipurpose room, with the 
next session Jan. 7. People who attend 
will meet in Rm. 350 at 8:45 a.m. to fill 
out paperwork before going to the mul-
tipurpose room. The class will end at 
about 11 a.m. The sessions will inform 
people on the essentials of the program 
and provide job search tips, as well. 
Advance registration is required and at-
tendance at a session is mandatory for 
participation in the program. 

For more information, call 255-2594.

Ski trip 
MWR Central will host a ski trip to 

Wolf Ridge Ski Resort. Participants 
will travel to Mars Hill, North Carolina. 
Jan. 8, departing Fort Rucker at 4 p.m. 
and arriving in North Carolina at 1 a.m. 

Jan. 9 will be a full day of skiing. The 
price of the trip includes transportation 
to and from Fort Rucker, two nights ho-
tel accommodations, all-day lift ticket, 
ski rental, group lesson, and breakfast, 
lunch and dinner. Prices are $291 for 
one person per room, $211 for two 
people per room, $187 for three people 
per room and $173 for four people per. 
Deadline to register is Jan. 4. 

For more information, call 255-2997 
or 255-9517.

International Spouses Get Together
Army Community Service Relocation 

Readiness Program will host an Inter-
national Spouses Get Together Jan. 8 at 
9 a.m. at the Allen Heights Community 
Center. Spouses are welcome to attend 
and meet spouses from other countries, 
along with gaining the support and 
knowledge in finding the resources for 
obtaining U.S. citizenship, education, 
getting a drivers license and more. Mul-
tilingual volunteers will be available. 

For more information, call 255-
3735.

EFMP information, support group
The Exceptional Family Member 

Program invites all active duty mili-
tary families who have an exceptional 
or special-needs family member to at-
tend its information and support group 
meeting Jan. 12 from 9-10 a.m. at The 
Commons, Bldg. 8950. The topic for 
the meeting is available resources for 
individuals with special needs and 
disabilities. Tools, techniques and re-
sources will be discussed. The EFMP 
Information and Support Group offers 
camaraderie, friendship, information 
exchange, idea sharing, community 
resources, support and assistance with 
finding solutions. 

For more information and to register, 
call 255-9277.

Winter craft
The Center Library will host a winter 

craft activity Jan. 12 from 3:30-4:30 p.m. 
for children ages 3-11. Light refresh-
ments will be served. Space is limited 
to the first 65 children to register. The 
event is open to authorized patrons and 
exceptional family member friendly. 

For more information or to register, 
stop by the library or call 255-3885. 

Newcomers welcome
Army Community Service will host a 

newcomers welcome Jan. 15 from 8:30-
11 a.m. at The Landing. Active duty, 
spouses, foreign students, Army civil-
ians and family members are encour-
aged to attend. A free light breakfast 
and Starbucks coffee will be served. 
For free childcare, register children at 
the child development center by calling 

255-3564. Reservations must be made 
24 hours prior to the newcomers wel-
come. 

For more information, call 255-3161 
or 255-2887. 

Tot Time
Army Community Service hosts its 

Tot Time playgroup Wednesdays from 

9:30-11a.m. at The Commons, Bldg. 
8950. The playgroup is for children 
12-36 months and their caregivers. 
The playgroup provides programs and 
activities that enhance caregiver-child 
interaction, and stimulate child growth 
and development. 

For more information, call 255-9647 
or 255-3359.

FOrt ruCker Movie Schedule for December 17-20

TickeTs are $6 for adulTs and $5 for children, 12 and under. MiliTary i.d. card holders and Their guesTs are welcoMe. schedule subjecT To change. for More inforMaTion, call 255-2408. 

DFMWR 
Spotlight

Rucker Lanes new Year’s Eve Bowl
Rucker Lanes will host a pin down countdown Dec. 31 with its New Year’s Eve Bowl. Patrons may choose from two sessions of Sock Hop-themed 
bowling – from 6-9 p.m. or 10 p.m. to 1 a.m. The cost per adult is $30 and the cost per child is $20. Both fees include unlimited bowling, shoe 
rental, a three-course meal of salad, steak or chicken entrée, dessert and a beverage suitable for ringing in the New Year. To make reservations 
or get more information, call 255-9503.
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The Martian (PG-13) .......................7 p.m.

Thursday, December 17 Friday, December 18 Saturday, December 19 Sunday, December 20

Star Wars: Episode VII – The Force 
Awakens (PG-13) ............................7 p.m.

Star Wars: Episode VII – The Force 
Awakens (PG-13) ......................4 & 7 p.m.

Star Wars: Episode VII – The Force 
Awakens (PG-13) ......................1 & 4 p.m.



ARLINGTON, Va. — Once 
Susan Zerbe learned that a CH-47 
Chinook helicopter had been shot 
down in Afghanistan, killing all 
30 U.S. troops on board, she knew 
her son was one of them.

“I heard it on the news that 
morning and I just knew he was 
on there,” she said of her son, 
Tech. Sgt. Daniel Lee Zerbe.

Hours later, her premonition 
came true when military officers 
knocked on the door to inform her 
that Daniel was on that helicopter, 
as he and others traveled to help 
Army Rangers in a fierce battle 
against insurgents.

“It was a horrible feeling,” she 
recalled of the Aug. 6, 2011, inci-
dent. “Your heart just sinks.”

Zerbe and her family laid a 
wreath on Daniel’s headstone dur-
ing Wreaths Across America Day 
at Arlington National Cemetery 
Saturday.

The event drew roughly 50,000 
family members of fallen troops 
and volunteers who placed more 
than 240,000 wreaths on the white 
marble headstones that line the 
cemetery to symbolize their re-
spect for those who gave all.

“All of these people don’t get to 
come home for Christmas,” Zerbe 
said. “It’s our way to honor and 
remember what they did for all of 
us.”

But the wreaths, which were 
also placed at more than 1,000 
locations across the country, were 
not just for decoration.

“We’re not here to decorate 
graves,” Karen Worcester, co-
founder of the nonprofit Wreaths 
Across America, told a crowd at 
Arlington. “We’re here so you can 
remember not their deaths, but 
their lives.”

Memories
Emily Johnson traveled from 

Wisconsin to rekindle memories 
of her older brother, 1st Lt. David 
Andrew Johnson, who was killed 
by an improvised explosive de-
vice while on a dismounted patrol 
in Afghanistan in 2012.

“I wanted to spend the holidays 
with my brother,” she said. “It was 
always a really special time for 
him.”

Emily, 20, sat on a blanket in 

front of David’s headstone as she 
reminisced about her 24-year-old 
brother and his “goofy smile.”

“I don’t get to see him that of-
ten, so I’ll probably be here all 
day,” she said. “I wish he was at 
home, but, at the same time, it’s a 
big honor for him to be here.”

Nearby, Bob and Pat O’Kane-
Trombley recalled memories of 
their son, Air Force Capt. Thomas 
Gramith, an F-15E Strike Eagle 
weapons systems officer, who died 
along with the pilot when their air-
craft crashed in Afghanistan.

They said he was “everybody’s 
big brother” who had a selfless, 
humble attitude that even earned 
him a humanitarian of the year 
award at Seymour Air Force Base, 
North Carolina.

“He really did a lot of com-
munity service that others noted, 
but he never talked about it,” Bob 
said.

The loss of Thomas in 2009 hit 
the family hard, they said, espe-
cially since the 27-year-old airman 
had 9-month-old twin daughters at 
the time.

“We got the knock on the front 
door and the minute I looked out 
of a small window on the door, 
I could see the gleaming silver 
cross,” Pat said of the insignia of 
the chaplain who would tell them 
the tragic news.

“That was the day when every-
thing came crashing down,” Bob 
added.

Thomas and his pilot, Air Force 
Capt. Mark R. McDowell, 26, were 
only two young men of countless 

others who died defending the 
country. None of them should ever 
be forgotten, Bob said.

“If we fail to remember them,” 
he said, “we will lose everything 
we have.”

Fundraising
To honor the fallen, fundrais-

ing efforts amassed about 910,000 
wreaths that were placed on head-
stones across the country. One of 
the largest fundraising groups was 

the Civil Air Patrol, which helped 
bring in about one-third of the 
wreaths.

“They solicited wreath dona-
tions for over 1,000 sites,” CAP 
Col. Dan Leclair, a retired Air 
Force master sergeant, said of 
the thousands of volunteers from 
the Air Force civilian auxiliary. 
“We’re very privileged to do 
this.”

The annual event started in 
1992 with 5,000 wreaths. For the 
first time last year, volunteers had 
enough wreaths for every head-
stone at Arlington.

“We did this and then the Amer-
ican people with their American 
spirit got under us and lifted us 
up,” Worcester said.

But placing wreaths was just 
one mission that volunteers were 
asked to do when recognizing 
those buried in Arlington.

“Please read the name out loud,” 
Worcester said of the headstones. 
“Because we do die twice: when 
we stop breathing and the last time 
when a human being mentions our 
name out loud.”
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By Sean Kimmons
Army News Service

REmEmBERing

Emily Johnson sheds tears in front of the headstone for her older brother, 1st Lt. David Andrew Johnson, who was killed by an improvised explosive device in 2012. 
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A volunteer carries a wreath to a headstone in Arlington National Cemetery in 
Arlington, Va., Dec. 12.

Wreaths honor those who gave all

Don’t 
Text or 

talk and 
drive 
No call 
is worth 

sacrificing 
the safety 
of yourself 

and 
others. Do 
not talk or 
text and 
drive. It 

can wait.

Bringing People Together Thru Faith
ARMY FLIERChurch Directory

Call 347-9533 to advertise your church on this page.

214 S. Main Street • Enterprise
347-3467

Prayer Line 347-3467 ext 321
Service Times:
Traditional - in the

Fellowship Hall.............. 11:00AM

Contemporary C-3 - in the
Fellowship Hall.................8:45AM

The Gathering (Youth) ........ 6:00PM

Sunday School ....................9:55AM

Nursery Care .............Every Service

First United
Methodist Church

Grace Baptist Church

Independent - Fundamental - Soul Winning

LISTEN TO A LIFE CHANGING MESSAGE OF HOPE
“God So Loved the World”

www.1john316.net

334-774-2311
www.GraceBaptistChurch-Ozark.com

Minutes from Ft. Rucker Ozark’s Gate
On the corner of Highway 231 & Parker Drive

Here, it’s not about the building...

VINEYARD CHURCH
DOTHAN

Sun 10:30 Service; Wed 6:30 Small Groups
(334) 671-0093 • 150 B���l���� Rd

DothanvineyaRD.com

“Small things done with great love
will change the world”

1145 JAMES DRIVE ENTERPRISE, AL 36330
(BEHIND WINN DIXIE)

WWW.SCORPIONKARATE1.COM • 334-475-4308

TRANSPORTED AFTER SCHOOL KARATE
TUTORING & HOMEWORK ASSISTANCE

CHILDREN & ADULT KARATE • BASKETBALL
ADULT KICKBOXING • GAME ROOM

PLAYGROUND • TRIPS • SUMMER CAMP
BOOT CAMPS & MUCH MORE

NOW OPEN
ENTERPRISE USKA MARTIAL ARTS ACADEMY
AND SPORTS COMPLEX
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ANDALUSIA
DECEMBEr — Court Square will 

host Christmas in Candyland Fridays, 
Saturdays and Sundays in December. 
For more information, visit http://www.
christmasincandyland.com.

ONGOING — The American Legion 
Post 80 has regular meetings the second 
Monday of the month, starting at 6:30 
p.m., at the Legion Hall. For more 
information, call 222-7131 or visit www.
andalusialegionpost80.org.

DALEVILLE
DEC. 19 — The Korean American 

Association of South Alabama will host 
its annual Christmas party at 6 p.m. at the 
Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 6020 on 
Hwy. 84.Cultural entertainment and food 
will be provided. Tickets cost $10 and will 
be available at the door. The association 
also seeks Korean War veterans who 
would like to attend and be recognized at 
the party. If interested, call 347-1796.

ONGOING — Veterans of Foreign 
Wars Post 6020 Franchise J. Ballard Post 
membership meetings are at the post 
headquarters on State Road 84 every third 
Thursday of the month at 7 p.m.  Breakfast 
is served Sundays, and games and TVs 
are available for entertainment. Meetings 
are open to all. The post can host parties, 
weddings, and hails and farewells.  For 
more information, call 598-6211, 598-
1297, 598-6211 or 379-9187. 

DOTHAN
ONGOING — The American Legion 

Post 12 holds monthly meetings on the 
second Thursday of each month at 7 p.m. 
Meetings are held at the VFW on Taylor 
Road. For more information, call 400-
5356.

ONGOING — Veterans of Foreign Wars 
Post 3073 Wiregrass Post membership 
meetings are at the post headquarters at 
1426 Taylor Road every third Tuesday 
of the month at 6:30 p.m. There is a fish 
fry every Friday night from 5-7 p.m., then 
karaoke beginning at 6 p.m. Breakfast is 
served Sundays from 8-11a.m. The post 

can host parties, weddings, and hails and 
farewells. 

ONGOING — Disabled American 
Veterans Dothan Chapter 87 maintains 
a service officer at its office at 545 West 
Main St. (Mixon Business Center) 
Tuesdays and Wednesdays from 9 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. The chapter will assist veterans 
who were injured or disabled while in 
military service. DAV service officers help 
veterans and their spouses with disability 
compensation claims and other veterans 
benefits. All veteran services provided are 
free of charge. For more information, call 
836-0217, Ext. 123, or send an email to 
davchapter87@gmail.com.

ENTERPRISE
JAN. 8 — Enterprise High School will 

host a military appreciation night at its 
basketball games against Prattville. All 
military and veterans with military ID will 
get into the game for $1. The girls team 
plays at 5:30 p.m. and the boys team plays 
at 7 p.m. 

ONGOING — Disabled American 
Veterans Chapter 9 Enterprise-Coffee 
County located at 201 W. Watts St., meets 
the first Saturday of the month at 8:30 a.m. 
DAV helps veterans with claims Mondays-
Thursdays, 9-11 a.m., and other times by 
appointment. For more information, call 
308-2480.

ONGOING — The American Legion 
Post 73 meets at the American Legion 
building at 200 Gibson Street on the fourth 
Saturday of each month beginning at 9 
a.m. The building is across the street from 
the Lee Street Baptist Church. For more 
information call 447-8507.

GENEVA
ONGOING — The Geneva County 

Relay for Life meets the last Tuesday of 
the month at 6 p.m. at the Citizens Bank. 
For more information, call 248-4495.

MIDLAND CITY
ONGOING — Residents are invited 

to town hall meetings on the first Tuesday 
of each month at 5:30 p.m. at Town Hall, 

1385 Hinton Waters Ave. 
For more information, call 983-3511.

NEW BROCKTON
ONGOING — Tuesdays and 

Wednesdays, from 9-11 a.m., Disabled 
American Veterans Chapter 99 maintains a 
service office in the New Brockton Police 
Station at 202 South John Street. The office 
will assist veterans who were injured or 
disabled while in military service. DAV 
service officers help veterans and their 
spouses with disability compensation 
claims, Veterans Affairs pensions, death 
benefits, VA medical care, Social Security 
disability benefits, veterans job programs, 
homeless veterans services and other 
veteran services. All veteran services 
are provided free of charge. For more 
information, call 718-5707. 

ONGOING — Adult education classes 
are offered in Rm. 12 at New Brockton High 
School, 210 South Tyler St., Mondays and 
Wednesdays from 6-9 p.m. All classes are 
free for individuals 16 years old or older 
who are not enrolled in public school. 
Individuals must take an assessment test 
prior to attending class. Call 894-2350 for 
more information.

OZARK
ONGOING — The Friends of Ozark 

holds a monthly meeting on the second 
Tuesday of every month at 6 p.m. at the 
Ozark-Dale County Library. For more 
information, call 477-6221 or email 
wcholmes53@hotmail.com.

ONGOING — The Ann Rudd Art 
Center offers free art lessons for children 
ages 5 and older. The young student class 
is Saturdays from 10 a.m. to noon, and the 
adult-teen class is from 12:30-3 p.m. Slots 
are on a first come, first served basis. For 
more information, call 774-7922.

ONGOING — AL-ANON will hold 
weekly meetings on Mondays at noon at 
the Lutheran Prince of Peace. For more 
information, call 618-513-1258.  

PINCKARD
ONGOING — The public is invited 

to the Cross Country Workshop every 
Sunday at 6 p.m. at the Pinckard United 
Methodist Church. For more information, 
call 983-3064.

SAMSON
ONGOING — The Samson City 

Council meets monthly the first and third 
Tuesdays at 5:30 p.m. at the Samson 
Community Center. 

ONGOING — American Legion Post 
78 meets monthly on the second Tuesday 
at 7 p.m. 

TROY
ONGOING — Troy Bank and Trust 

Company sponsors senior dance nights 
every Saturday night from 7-10 p.m. at 
the J.O. Colley Senior Complex. The 
complex is transformed into a dance hall 
and features music from the 40s, 50s, and 
60s with finger foods and refreshments. 
For more information, call Janet Motes at 
808-8500.

WIREGRASS AREA
ONGOING — The Marine Corps 

League, Wiregrass Det. 752, welcomes 
all Marines, Navy corpsmen and 
chaplains, and their families, to its 
monthly meetings. Meetings are held the 
first Thursday of each month at 7 p.m.  
Attendees are welcome to arrive early for 
food and camaraderie. The next meeting 
will be at the Golden Corral in Dothan. 
For more information, call 718-4168 or 
805-7335.

ONGOING — The U.S. Army Officer 
Candidate School Alumni Association, 
Inc., located in Columbus, Georgia, and 
adjacent to Fort Benning, represents and 
supports all Army officers commissioned 
through an Army Officer Candidate 
School, regardless of location or branch.  
Meetings, activities and reunions are 
conducted throughout the year. The 
annual USAOCS Hall of Fame Induction 
Ceremony and USAOCS Alumni 
Association Reunion is scheduled for 
April 26-30 at Fort Benning. For more 
information, call 813-917-4309 or send 
an e-mail to ocsalumni.com.

Wiregrass community calendar
If you would lIke to advertIse your event, emaIl JIm HugHes wItH all tHe detaIls at JHugHes@armyflIer.com.

beyond briefs
Christmas lights festival

The Montgomery Zoo will transform into a Winter Won-
derland sparkling with thousands of lights and festive decora-
tions during its annual Christmas lights festival now through 
Dec. 31. People are welcome to take a leisurely stroll, a brisk 
train ride or view the lights from atop the Zoofari Skylift 
Ride. The festival will also include Santa, nightly entertain-
ment, and hot chocolate and fresh-baked cookies.  Regular 
night time admission is $15 for ages 3 and older. Ticket in-
cludes entry and one Christmas Lights Festival train ride. 

For more information, call 334-240-4900 or visit 
montgomeryzoo.com/announcements/christmas-lights-
festival-week-1.

Governor’s Mansion Christmas tours
Governor’s Mansion Candlelight Tours are scheduled for 

Dec. 21 from 5-7:30 p.m. to allow people to see the mansion 
decorated for Christmas.  Admission is free and tickets are 
available at the Governor’s Mansion Gift Shop.  No reserva-
tions are required. 

For more information, visit http://governor.alabama.gov/
governors-mansion/mansion-tours/.

‘The Alien Who Stole Christmas’
The W.A. Gayle Planetarium will host its “The Alien Who 

Stole Christmas” program throughout now through Dec. 19. 
People are welcome to take a tour of the winter’s evening 
sky and then join Santa and concerned alien, Mr. Freep, as 
they explore the solar system’s planets and meet the Christ-
mas Eve needs of their fictitious inhabitants.

Showtimes are Mondays-Thursdays at 4 p.m. and Satur-
days at 2 p.m. The planetarium will be closed Dec. 21-Jan 1. 

Tickets go on sale 30 minutes before showtime. Admission is 
$6.50 per person for ages 5 and above. Shows start promptly, 
no admittance into building once show has begun. 

For more information, call 334-625-4799 or visit www.
facebook.com/gayleplanetarium.

Capital City Christmas parade
People are welcome to help the capital kick off the holiday 

season Dec. 18 with Montgomery’s Christmas parade from 
6-8 p.m. 

For more information, call 334-625-2100 or visit www.
funinmontgomery.com/announcements/capital-city-
christmas-parade.

Camellia Bowl
The 2015 Raycom Media Camellia Bowl will be held 

Dec. 19 at 4:30 p.m. at the Cramton Bowl in Montgomery. 
This postseason college football game will match up the Sun 
Belt Conference against the Mid-American Conference. 
The game will be televised live on the ESPN family of net-
works.

For more information, email info@camelliabowl.com.

New Year’s Eve – Panama City
Panama City Beach, Florida, will host its free New Year’s 

celebration Dec. 31, starting at 5:30 p.m. at Pier Park. The 
New Year’s Eve festivities will kick-off with a family cel-
ebration along the boardwalk where families will enjoy in-
teractive activities like face painting, costumed characters 
and exclusive giveaways, as well as live entertainment. At 
8 p.m., local dignitaries will release 10,000 inflated beach 
balls along Pier Park’s beachfront boardwalk. Heralded as 
the nation’s only family beach ball drop, it will be followed 
by a fireworks display. At 8:30 p.m., the official Countdown 
Celebration will begin with live musical performances 

throughout the evening. Just before midnight, attendees will 
countdown to 2015 as an 800 pound LED lighted beach ball 
descends nearly 100 feet followed by a second fireworks 
display.

New Year’s Eve – Montgomery
Montgomery will host its New Year’s celebration Dec. 31 

from 9 p.m. to 1 a.m. in the Commerce Street Entertainment 
District, featuring live entertainment and fireworks. 

For more information, call 334-625-2100 or visit www.
funinmontgomery.com/events-news#12-2015.

Chocolate! The Exhibition
The Gulf Coast Exploreum Science Center in Mobile 

will host Chocolate! The Exhibition now through Jan. 17. 
Chocolate! and its national tour were developed by the Field 
Museum of Chicago and supported, in part, by the National 
Science Foundation. Visitors will discover chocolate’s im-
pact on human cultures and tropical ecosystems through 
scenic elements, original video, interactive displays, rich 
imagery and graphics, and about 150 objects. This major 
exhibition includes replicated pre-Columbian ceramics and 
other decorative objects, European silver and porcelain serv-
ers, as well as examples of 19th- and 20th-century advertis-
ing and packaging, vintage chocolate molds and detailed bo-
tanical replications. The exhibition features the real story of 
chocolate beginning with the discovery of the cacao bean in 
the rainforests 1,500 years ago. The Mayans created a spicy 
drink and the Aztec civilization actually used the beans as 
currency.

Combination tickets are available for Chocolate! The Ex-
hibition that also includes IMAX films: $18 for adults, $16 
youth (13-17), $14 child (7-12) and $8 pre-kindergarten (4-
6). Discounts are available for active and retired military.

For more information, visit http://www.exploreum.com.

The Alabama Shakespeare Fes-
tival in Montgomery hosts its pro-
duction of “A Christmas Carol” 
now through Dec. 24. ASF offi-
cials said, “Charles Dickens him-
self, who, with sleight of hand and 
sense of humor, brings his magi-
cal story to life. When miserly 
Ebenezer Scrooge receives an un-

wanted visit from the ghost of his 
former business partner, an over-
night journey of epic proportions 
begins. With a gorgeous set, period 
costumes, carols and a spectacular 
new ending, you and your family 
will be left totally enthralled!”

For more information, show 
times and tickets, call 334-271-
5353 or visit www.asf.net. Ticket 
prices vary based on play, date and 
availability of seating. 

Festival brings 
classic to stage
From Staff reports
Army Flier



RAMSTEIN AIR BASE, Germany — 
The chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff 
thanked USO performers for touching the 
lives of service members during the week-
long holiday trip that ended Dec. 9.

Marine Corps Gen. Joseph F. Dunford 
Jr. led the 2015 USO Holiday Show, 
which included actor/director/producers 
Elizabeth Banks and David Wain, singer 
Chris Daughtry, singer/songwriters Kyle 
Jacobs, Brett James and Billy Montana; 
comedian Sydney Castillo and Red Sox 
baseball players Steve Wright and Heath 
Hembree.

The group met and entertained thou-
sands of troops and civilians on three 
continents, stopping in Sigonella, Italy; 
Camp Lemonnier, Djibouti; Manama, 
Bahrain; and Bagram Air Base, Afghani-
stan, before ending at Ramstein.

In an interview, Dunford recalled his 
first experience with the USO.

“The first one I remember was in 1985 
and I was having shoulder surgery at the 
Naval Hospital in Okinawa, and I woke 
up after the surgery and the Dallas Cow-
boy Cheerleaders are standing around 
my bed,” he said. “And it wasn’t a dream 
– it was the USO show was in town on 
tour and stopped by the hospital.”

Then-chairman Air Force Gen. Rich-
ard B. Myers led the first holiday tour 
in 2002.

“And it is my honor to do so this year,” 
Dunford said.

The shows are more than just enter-
tainment, he said.

“I can tell (the troops) that people 
back home support them,” the general 
said during a farewell dinner in Kaiser-

slautern, Germany. “But after a while, 
it sounds like just talk. But when we 
go out there and say, ‘Look who is here 
with us,’ they see that Americans really 
do support them.”

The performances really do touch the 
Soldiers, Sailors, Airmen and Marines, 
Dunford said.

“I asked how people liked the show,” 
he said, “and about four or five times 
people told me, ‘For a couple of minutes, 
I actually forgot I was here.’ You know, 
when you are in Djibouti or you are in 
Bagram (and) just for a few minutes you 
actually forgot that you were there – it’s 
a big deal.”

In addition to being on stage, the per-
formers also meet with service members 
who explained their jobs, how they do 
them, and why they are there. The per-
formers met special operations forces in 
Bagram and pararescue airmen in Dji-
bouti. They toured a minesweeper and 
a U.S. Coast Guard cutter in Bahrain. 
The examined C-130 Hercules refueling 
tankers, C-17 Globemaster III aircraft 
and Predator and Global Hawk remotely 
piloted aircraft.

Everywhere the performers went, they 
spoke with service members and got to 
know them. They also visited the USO 
Wounded Warrior Center at Landstuhl 
Hospital.

“You brought a piece of home out here 
to young men and women that I am in-
credibly proud of,” Dunford told the per-
formers. “For those of you who hadn’t 
been around them before, I hope what 
you’ve seen this week tells you why 
I am so proud of them. Because they 
are incredibly talented, capable, smart 
young men and women who are commit-
ted, yes, to America, but really to each 

other.”
The performers said that they often felt 

humbled on the tour. “It’s easy to feel in-
significant compared to them,” Daughtry 
said. “I mean, we’re entertainers. We’re 
having fun. To see the gratitude and ap-
preciation on their faces is moving and 
humbling.”

Wain said it is one thing to read about 
a deployment or watch a news report, 
but it is quite something else to be there. 
“Speaking to (troops) one-on-one and 
understanding these are people who are 
smart, interesting and caring, and have 
families and dreams and being able to do 
that has been inspiring, educational and 
a true honor,” he said.

Banks said her father served in the 
Navy in the Mekong Delta during the 
Vietnam War. “My father tells very few 

stories about Vietnam, but he tells a sto-
ry about when he left Vietnam and was 
transferred to the eastern (Mediterranean 
Sea),” she said.

“His ship hosted David Niven, and his 
very hot and considerably younger wife. 
That’s what he remembers. He remem-
bers that day very fondly and not many 
others,” Banks said. “And I really felt 
if I could make someone’s deployment 
feel a bit more like home — feel special, 
give them a special day they can focus 
on rather than the bad — then that is 
definitely worth my time.”

James called the experience “life 
changing.”

And Jacobs — for whom this was his 
9th USO trip — said he’ll “continue do-
ing this as long as I am needed. We owe 
it to them.”
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By Jim Garamone
Department of Defense News

Jcs chairman’s uso holiday tour concludes 

RELigiouS SERVicES
WORSHiP SERViCES

Except as noted, all services are on 
Sunday.

Headquarters Chapel, 
Building 109
8 a.m. Traditional Protestant Service

Main Post Chapel, Building 8940
9 a.m. Catholic Mass Sunday
11 a.m. Liturgical Protestant Service
12:05 p.m. Catholic Mass 
(Tuesday - Friday)
4 p.m. Catholic Confessions Saturday 
5 p.m. Catholic Mass Saturday

Wings Chapel, Building 6036
8 a.m.  Latter-Day Saints 
Worship Service
9:30 a.m. Protestant Sunday School
10:45 a.m. Wings Crossroads 
(Contemporary Worship 
Protestant Service)
12 p.m. Eckankar Worship Service  
(4th Sunday)

Spiritual Life Center, 
Building 8939
10:15 a.m.  CCD 
(except during summer months)

BiBLE STUDiES

Tuesdays
Crossroads Discipleship Study 
(Meal/Bible Study) 
Wings Chapel, 6:30 p.m.

Protestant Women of the Chapel
Wings Chapel, 9 a.m. and 6 p.m.

Adult Bible Study
Spiritual Life Center, 7 p.m.

Wednesdays
Catholic Women of the Chapel 
Wings Chapel, 8:30 a.m.

Above the Best Bible Study
Yano Hall, 11 a.m.

1-14th Avn Regt Bible Study
Hanchey AAF, Bldg 50102N, Rm 101, 
11:30 a.m.

164th TAOG Bible Study
Bldg 30501, 11:30 a.m.

Adult Bible Study
Soldier Service Center, 12 p.m.

Youth Group Bible Study
Spiritual Life Center, 5:30 p.m.

Adult Bible Study
Spiritual Life Center, 6 p.m.

Thursdays
Adult Bible Study
Spiritual Life Center, 9 a.m.

Latter-Day Saints Bible Study
Wings Chapel, 6:30 p.m.

Saturdays
Protestant Men of the Chapel
Wings Chapel (1st Saturday), 8 a.m.

Pick-of-the-litter
Meet ivy, a 6-month-old female long-hair orange tabby cat available for adoption at the Fort 
Rucker stray facility. She is approximately the size of a 10-12-week old kitten. She is good-
natured and loves to be snuggled. For more information on animal adoptions, call the stray 
facility at 255-0766, open from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. All adoptable animals are vet checked and 
tested for felv/fiv (for cats) or heartworm for dogs (over six months) and on flea prevention. The 
facility needs donations such as dry or canned foods for cats, dogs, kittens and puppies, as well 
as blankets, toys and towels. Donations can be dropped off at the stray facility. Visit the Fort 
Rucker stray facility’s Facebook page at http:// www.facebook.com/fortruckerstrayfacility/ for 
constant updates on the newest animals available for adoption.

Courtesy Photo
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Ever wonder where the evidence really leads?
UPCOMING FREE SEMINARS IN THE WIREGRASS AREA!

Saturday, December 26th -- 18:00
Sunday, December 27th -- 10:00, 11:00, 18:00

Bring your brains and your questions.

Evolution Prepare to be immersed!

Fact or
Fiction?

GRACE BAPTIST CHURCH
1955 Parker Drive • Ozark, AL 36361 • 334-774-2311

For the word of the Lord is right; and all his works are done in truth. ~ PSALM 33:4

Dr. Hovind is a speaker in high-demand across the nation. He is best known for debating pro-evolution
science professors in the nation’s most prestigious secular colleges and universities.
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Health 2016
U.S. Military Academy to 
host DOD Warrior Games 

Story on Page D3and Fitness

Instructor hopes to help patrons set impossible goals, meet them

Most fitness journeys begin with a de-
sire to change and it was no different for 
Rachael Scroggin, Fort Rucker’s newest 
fitness specialist. 

“I absolutely hated running,” she said. 
“So I decided to make it a goal for my-
self to run a 5K. I created that goal and I 
accomplished that goal. I still hated run-
ning, but I kept with it. I wanted to get 
better at it, because I knew that’s why I 
didn’t like it.”

That was three years ago, according to 
Scroggin, and the mindset of creating a 
goal and seeing it through has continued 
to push her to new heights.

“Fitness, for me, hasn’t been purely 
a physical pursuit,” she said. “It hasn’t 
been about lifting a heavier weight just 
because I want to lift a heavier weight. 
There’s a lot to be said about simply ac-
complishing a goal. It’s about breaking 
through personal barriers.”

And Scroggin hopes to help other peo-
ple set their own seemingly impossible 
goals and demolish them.

“I want to be able to show someone 
their true potential,” she said. “I want to 
help them see they can accomplish their 
goals because that has comprised a lot of 
my own fitness journey – setting goals 
I felt were impossible and then accom-
plishing them.”

According to Scroggin, choosing a 
career in fitness came down to one ques-
tion: why?

“I like to understand the ‘why,’” she 
said. “I wanted to learn what made car-
dio, weight training, and all aspects of fit-
ness great and efficient for overall health. 
I know the knowledge would allow me to 
better value the process.

 “I think I have come a long way in 
my personal fitness journey,” she added. 
“When I first began, I really didn’t enjoy 
it as much as I do now. But I knew that, 
if I stuck with it, I would enjoy it. I knew 
that once I learned the mechanics of fit-
ness and how each exercises benefited 
me, I would enjoy it. Once I understood 
the ‘why’ of fitness, I wanted to answer 
that question for other people.”

Beginning in 2016, Scroggin hopes to 
bring her fitness vision to the Fort Ruck-
er Physical Fitness Centers with weight 
training classes two days a week.

“I like to have a focus and schedule,” 
she said. “The classes will be weight-
lifting and strength focused. But I would 
like to set up a cycle and target different 
muscle groups each day instead of a full-
body routine each class. 

“I am also attempting to organize a 
class that would help prepare people for 
a Tough Mudder or Spartan Race,” she 
added. “I would love to help individu-
als set goals for an event of that type and 
then take the group to participate in the 
event.”

What should participants bring if they 
choose to join her class?

“Intensity,” she said. “I want to bring 
people to a point they are confident in 
their ability to set seemingly impossible 
goals and accomplish them. I want to 
show them they are capable of so much 
more than they thought.”

Scroggin, originally from Arkansas, 
joined the Fort Rucker family after mar-
rying Enterprise native 2nd Lt. Andy 
Scroggin, D Company, 1st Battalion, 
145th Aviation Regiment.

For more information about group fit-
ness classes, call Fort Rucker PFC at 
255-2296 or Fortenberry-Colton PFC at 
255-3794.

By Jeremy Henderson
Army Flier Staff Writer

Breaking Barriers

Rachael Scroggin, Fort Rucker fitness specialist, performs a dumbbell chest press during a recent per-
sonal weight training session at Fortenberry-Colton PFC. Scroggin will lead group fitness weight training 
classes on post beginning in January. 

Photo by Jeremy henderson

Do you know where to find running trails 
around Fort Rucker? How about where 
Bible studies are located? Did you know 
there is a 5K coming up soon? What about 
the operational hours for the post library?

These are questions many may have 
when first arriving at Fort Rucker. Now, 
there is a mobile app for your smartphone 
or tablet devices that can answer all of 
these questions and more.

The Fort Rucker Resiliency Resources 
Mobile App utilizes the five health do-
mains from the Comprehensive Soldier 
and Family Fitness campaign – Physical, 
Emotional, Family, Spiritual and Social 
– and combines the data from the Fort 
Rucker Community Resource Guide and 
Fort Rucker websites so you can easily ac-
cess important information about the top-
ics that impact you and your family’s daily 
lives.

“The concept of the mobile app is this: 

in a year’s time there are 525,600 minutes. 
Out of all of these minutes, a person may 
spend approximately 20 minutes with their 
health provider, on average, five times 

a year,” said Capt. William Capp, Lyster 
chief of information management. “If you 
are only seeing your primary health care 
provider for 100 minutes out of the year, 

what else are you doing to positively af-
fect you and your family’s health the rest 
of the year? How can we at Lyster and at 
Fort Rucker impact your life space to help 
you make healthy lifestyle choices?  This 
mobile health app (helps) impact the life 
space of our Soldiers and families.”

Capp said the app has the ability to find 
information fast, so Soldiers and families 
can make healthier lifestyle choices and be 
active in their daily lives. 

Future updates for the app include a 
push notification that you can opt in or out 
of that notifies you of upcoming events 
like 5K runs or healthy cooking demon-
strations at Lyster. 

As the app rolls out to other Army in-
stallations, a form of geo-targeting will 
give the ability to download the local base 
information into the app. This is a great 
feature, especially for someone that goes 
TDY to other places. 

You can find the Fort Rucker Resiliency 
Resources Mobile App in your local mo-
bile app store for Android and iPhone by 
typing in “Rucker” in the search field. 

Mobile health app helps Fort Rucker stay resilient, healthy
By Jenny Stripling
Lyster Army Health Clinic
Public Affairs Officer 

Lyster staff seeks feedBack

Patient satisfaction and access to quality healthcare services are 
the Lyster Army Health Clinic staff’s top priorities. In order to better 
serve its service members, retirees and their eligible family mem-
bers, Lyster Army Health Clinic and Regional Health Command-
Atlantic are conducting a short survey to find out how we can make 
your healthcare experience at Lyster better.

The goal in Army medicine is to meet your expectations. That is 
why Lyster regularly surveys its patients to determine what it is do-
ing right and what it can improve. Your comments in this 10-minute 
survey will allow the staff to make meaningful change – change 
important to you and your families.

To provide feedback, visit www.surveymonkey.com/r/GM9Z5LL 
to access the survey. The survey is anonymous and no personal 
identification information will be collected.
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See Page D4 for this week’s answers. See Page D4 for this week’s answers.

Down Time

Kid’s Corner

See Page D4 for this week’s answers.



WASHINGTON — The 2016 Depart-
ment of Defense Warrior Games will take 
place at the U.S. Military Academy in West 
Point, New York, June 14-22, Pentagon of-
ficials announced Monday.

This will be the first year the Army will 
host the Warrior Games, an annual sporting 
competition bringing together wounded, ill 
and injured service members and veterans 
from across the country.

“The United States Military Academy 
and the entire West Point community are 
honored to host the 2016 DOD Warrior 
Games,” said Lt. Gen. Robert L. Caslen 
Jr., U.S. Military Academy superintendent. 
“These warrior-athletes competing in the 
games, who at one time answered their na-
tion’s call to service, exemplify the very 
best of America. They embody the resilien-
cy, discipline, mental and physical tough-
ness to overcome adversity and achieve 
their goals – all traits we aspire to instill 

in our graduates, who will lead America’s 
sons and daughters as Army officers.”

DOD Warrior Games 2016 will feature 
eight sporting events: archery, cycling, 
shooting, sitting volleyball, swimming, 
track and field, and wheelchair basketball 
in a paralympic-style competition. About 
200 athletes representing teams from the 
Army, Marine Corps, Navy, Air Force and 
U.S. Special Operations Command will 
compete. Each military service hosts trials 
in the months leading up to the games to 
determine their teams.

“The 2016 DOD Warrior Games will 
showcase the enduring strength of our ser-
vice men and women who have overcome 
adversity and are using adapted recondi-
tioning to become resilient warrior athletes. 
They represent the strength and resiliency 
of this great country,” said Col. Chris Toner, 
commander of U.S. Army Warrior Transi-
tion Command, and assistant surgeon gen-
eral for warrior care and transition.

“Warrior Games is an opportunity for 
the services to communicate their sacred 

obligation and enduring commitment to 
their wounded, ill and injured service mem-
bers, their families and caregivers,” Toner 
added.

Adaptive sports and athletic recondition-

ing activities play a fundamental role in re-
covery, rehabilitation and reintegration of 
service members back to their units or as 
they transition into the civilian sector, of-
ficials said.

A lot of military families give to 
charity during the holidays. One 
they should always be thinking 
about is giving in a way that’s cru-
cial to injured service members – 
blood donations.

The winter months are slow for 
blood donation centers, especially 
around the holidays when many 
service members are on leave vis-
iting their families. But it’s a key 
time to donate.

 “It’s a time of giving, so we 
hope to remind people to remem-
ber to give that gift of life,” said 
Navy Capt. Roland Fahie, the 
director of the Armed Services 
Blood Program, which supplies 
blood products to deployed and 
injured American troops world-
wide. “We still have troops out 
there who aren’t going to be able 
to come home for the holidays and 
who are still in harm’s way.”

The ASBP has to keep a steady 
supply of blood, platelets and 
plasma on hand at all times for 
wounded service members, and it 

has to be prepared when military 
operations or crises come up.

“We always have to be ready. 
We don’t know what tomorrow’s 
going to bring for us,” Fahie said. 
“Our folks are working 24/7 to 
make sure we can support any 
contingency operation around the 
world.”

Saving lives 
You don’t have to look any fur-

ther for proof of how important 

blood supplies are to the ASBP 
than Army 1st Lt. Nicholas Vogt. 
Vogt received more than 500 units 
of blood – more than any other 
survivor in U.S. combat history 
– after stepping on a roadside 
bomb in Kandahar, Afghanistan, 
in 2011.

Vogt’s heart stopped five times 
before he was stabilized, and he 
lost both of his legs. He received a 
majority of his blood transfusions 
while in Kandahar, with much 

of the supply coming from more 
than 300 service members on post 
who rallied to help him.

Vogt survived and has since re-
ceived the Bronze Star. Needless 
to say, those who gave their time 
to give blood helped save his life. 
But it’s a mission that can be chal-
lenging for the ASBP.

Clearing up confusion
Contrary to what many service 

members believe, the ASBP is the 
only outlet that specifically col-
lects blood for the military com-
munity. Civilian organizations 
such as the American Red Cross 
work with the ASBP in times of 
need and will collect donations on 
military installations, but most of 
that supply doesn’t go to military 
members.

Fahie said it can be a challenge 
to clear up that confusion.

“(Service members) may see an 
American Red Cross vehicle or 
some other agency on their base, 
and they’re thinking they’re sup-
porting the military directly, but 
they’re really not,” Fahie said. 
“The primary mission of a civilian 

agency is not really to support the 
military. Our primary mission is.”

The only way to ensure your 
donation will go to support service 
members is to look for the ASBP 
blood drop logo. Donors can give 
blood at any of the 20 ASBP do-
nation centers on military instal-
lations around the world, or when 
mobile blood drives are held.

Those interested in doing so 
can sign up to make an appoint-
ment online. Anyone can donate, 
but the most frequent donors are 
service members and Department 
of Defense civilians and contrac-
tors, Fahie said.

Since many military members 
can’t donate because of deploy-
ments that restrict them from do-
ing so, the ASBP often looks for 
new donors at schools within the 
DOD and it focuses on repeat 
business.

“It makes it more challeng-
ing for us, and it does impact the 
blood supply and our efforts to 
collect blood,” Fahie said.

But it’s an endeavor he said is 
more than worthwhile for the he-
roes it helps.
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academy to host Warrior games

By Katie Lange
Department of Defense News

Remember gift of life this holiday season by giving blood 

Department of Defense News
Staff Report

Army visually-impaired cycling teams finish together to take gold, silver and bronze medals during the 
2015 Department of Defense Warrior Games on Marine Corps Base Quantico, Virginia, June 21.

Photo by e.J. hersom

Top 10% in the nation for patient safety

Southeast Alabama Medical Center employees and
medical sta� thank Fort Rucker for its commitment
to the security of our community and our country.
We extend our appreciation to the soldiers and
military families for their personal sacri�ces.

1108 ROSS CLARK CIRCLE DOTHAN, AL 36301 334-793-8111 SAMC.ORG

WE
APPRECIATE
FORT

RUCKER.

Sports Briefs
Holiday Ham Golf Shootout

Silver Wings Golf Course will host its 
Holiday Ham Golf Shootout Saturday. 
Tee times are from 7-9 a.m. Participants 
must tee off no later than 9 a.m. Cost 
is $20 per person, plus cart and green 
fees, if applicable. This game is individ-
ual stroke play and USGA Handicap or 
Weekend Dogfight points will be used. 
Hams and gift certificates will be award-
ed to gross and net winners. 

For more information, call 598-2449.

Fitness centers holiday hours
The Fort Rucker Physical Fitness 

Center and indoor pool will be closed 
Saturday through Jan. 3. During the clo-
sure, the Fortenberry-Colton Physical 
Fitness Center will be open Mondays-
Fridays from 6 a.m. to 6 p.m., Saturdays 
from 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. and Sundays from 
10 a.m. to 6 p.m. It will be open Dec. 24 
and 31 from 6 a.m. to noon, and closed 
Dec. 25 and Jan. 1. Both facilities will 
resume normal hours Jan. 4.

Wanted: Youth sports coaches
The Fort Rucker Youth Sports and 

Fitness Program is looking for prospec-
tive coaches for all of its sports activi-
ties. The program offers a wide range of 
sports to the youth of our community, 
including basketball, football, tennis and 
soccer. Those who feel up to the chal-
lenge and think they have what it takes 
to lead, guide and impact youth are wel-
come to stop by the recruiting table Jan. 
13 from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. in the lobby of 
the Soldier Service Center, Bldg. 5700. 
Training will be held Jan. 23 at 9 a.m. at 
the youth center gym, Bldg. 2800. 

For more information, call 255-2254. 

Youth spring soccer registration
Fort Rucker Child, Youth and School 

Services youth spring soccer registration 
will take place Jan. 1- 31. Cost is $20 for 
youth, ages 4-5 and $40 for youth, ages 
6-14. If parents pay for child by WebT-
rac, they will need to call in their child’s 
shirt and short sizes. League ages are 
Training League, 4-5; Pee Wee League, 
6-7; Mites League, 8-9; Junior League, 
10-11; and Senior League, 12-14. A cur-
rent sports physical and a valid CYSS 

registration are required for participa-
tion. The children must meet age re-
quirements by Aug. 1, 2015. There will 
be a parent’s meeting Feb. 3 at 6 p.m. 
at the youth center gymnasium, Bldg. 
2800, on Seventh Avenue. The season 
begins Feb. 22 and runs until March 25. 
Soccer practice begins Feb. 8. Coaches 
are needed. Those interested in coaching 
should call 255-0950. There will be no 
extensions on registration. Special re-
quests for coaches or players will not be 
honored. 

For more information or to register, 
call 255-2257, 255-2254 or 255-9638.

Adult swim lessons
The Fort Rucker Physical Fitness 

Center will offer adult swim lessons 
Tuesdays and Thursdays in January. Be-
ginner level lessons will be held from 
5:15-6 p.m. and intermediate lLevel les-
sons from 6:15-7 p.m. for a total of eight 
sessions each. People can register at the 
Fort Rucker PFC’s front desk or MWR 
Central three days prior to the start of the 
first session. The cost is $40 and there is 
a minimum requirement of three partici-
pants in order to conduct the course. 

For more details, call 255-9162 or 
255-2296.

Hunting Incentive Program
In an effort to control the coyote and 

feral pig population, Fort Rucker has 
developed a Hunting Incentive Program 
that runs now through Aug. 31. Regis-
tered hunters who shoot 20 feral pigs or 
five coyotes during the 2015-2016 hunt-
ing season will receive a free Fort Rucker 
Post Hunting Permit for the 2016-2017 
hunting season. People who trap five or 
more coyotes July-September are also 
eligible for a free permit. Hunters must 
be registered to hunt on Fort Rucker, be 
a registered participant of the Hunting 
Incentives Program and verify, through 
an outdoor recreation staff member or 
the Fort Rucker Game Warden, all ani-
mals shot or trapped on the installation. 
After verification with an ODR staff 
member or the game warden, hunters 
may remove the animal. 

For more information on how to par-
ticipate, call 255-4305.

First Lt. Nick Vogt is reunited with his unit, the 1st Battalion, 5th Infantry Regi-
ment, on May 16, 2012, for the first time since the blast that took his legs. 

Photo by e.J. hersom
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GRILL & BUFFET

BUFFET OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
Monday - Thursday 11:00 am - 9:30 pm
Friday - Sunday 11:00 am - 10:30 pm

LUNCH:
Mon - Fri $6.99
Sat - Sun $9.49

DINNER:
Mon - Sun $10.99

DRINKS $1.79
HOT TEA 75¢

3112 R��� Clark C�rcl� #3 • D��ha�, AL 36303
Across from Planet Fitness • Next to Dove Christian

334-446-1218 • ���.ch��k���al.c��
12,300 sq. ft. fuLLy RemoDeLeD RestAuRAnt

seAting foR 450 • ReseRvAtions weLCome
PARty Room seAting foR uP to 120 PeoPLe

Open
Christmas Day

& New Year’s Day!

ALL DAY SPECIAL
for Christmas & New Year’s

with Roast Beef, Honey Ham & Turkey

$1199

3112 R��� Clark C�rcl� #3 • D��ha�

hot bar-b-Q grill

OPEN KITCHEN

10 food bars

*Crab Legs Served Daily
f�� d�nn��*

Saving money on
car insurance means
more to spend on
the ones you love.

Happy holidays
from your local
GEICO office.

Some discounts, coverages, payment plans and features are not available in all states or all GEICO companies. See geico.com for more details. GEICO is a registered service
mark of Government Employees Insurance Company, Washington, D.C. 20076; a Berkshire Hathaway Inc. subsidiary. GEICO Gecko image © 1999-2016 © 2016 GEICO

This office is a drop off location!

334-671-1726
4177 Montgomery Highway Suite 4, Dothan

SecurityClearance Denied/Revoked?
Don’t let security clearance issues jeopardize your employment or career.

��������� �� ��� � ��� ����� ������ � ���������� ������� 
�	��

“I am keenly aware of the
importance of a security
clearance for both amilitary
career and government and
civilian contractor jobs.My
goal with all of my security
clearance clients is to put the
clearance issue to rest at the
lowest possible level. I handle
cases throughout the United
States and, if needed, will fly
to your location to represent
you at your hearing.”

NAMED ALABAMA
SUPER LAWYER 2008,
2009, 2013,& 2014
–––––––––––––

10.0 SUPERB RATING
FROM AVVO.COM
–––––––––––––
AV PREEMINENT

RATING BY
MARTINDALE-HUBBELL

–––––––––––––
NCMSMEMBER

ContactRonSykstusNOW!
Personal email rsykstus@bondnbotes.com.DirectOfficePhone 256-713-0221

As a former U.S. Army Judge Advocate, attorney Ron Sykstus has
been successfully handling security clearance cases for many years,
covering all areas of government concern including:

Do

 Financial
Considerations

 Security Violations
 Drug Involvement
 Alcohol Consumption
 Personal Conduct

 Criminal Conduct
 Sexual Behavior
 Foreign Influence
 Foreign Preference
 Misuse of Information
Technology

To learn more about Ron Sykstus, his experience and the services
he can provide to protect your security clearance please visit
SecurityClearanceDefenseLawyer.com

“I am keenly aware of the
importance of a security
clearance for both amilitary
career and government and
civilian contractor jobs.My
goal with all of my security
clearance clients is to put the
clearance issue to rest at the
lowest possible level. I handle
cases throughout the United
States and, if needed, will fly
to your location to represent
you at your hearing.”

NAMED ALABAMA
SUPER LAWYER 2008,
2009, 2013,& 2014
–––––––––––––

10.0 SUPERB RATING
FROM AVVO.COM
–––––––––––––
AV PREEMINENT

RATING BY
MARTINDALE-HUBBELL

–––––––––––––
NCMSMEMBER

Alabama Bar rules require the following: No representation is made that the quality of legal services to be performed is greater than the quality of legal services performed by other lawyers.

www.SecurityClearanceDefenseLawyer.com

*$1999 down plus tax, title and fees. 36 month lease, $495 termination fee, 10,000 miles per year, excess mileage charge 25-cents per mile. $13,131.60 purchase option at end of lease.

GET PRE-QUALIFIED FOR YOUR LOAN AT TIMWHITEHEADFORTHEPEOPLE.COM
(334) 347-8906 • 1-800-239-8906

or visit www.timwhiteheadchryslerdodgejeep.com

In a Nicer, Newer’ Car
It’s DECEMBRRRR, AND I NEED YOUR HELP!

I’ve gotta HEAT UP YEAR-END SALES
or I’ll be out in the cold come January.

So right now, you could get up to $4,989 MORE for your old
ride, depending on the car you choose.

Plus, Our For The People* Credit Approval
Process lights a fire under the banks and

lenders to help you get approved.

CALL TO MAKE YOUR
VIP APPOINTMENT

FOR BEST SELECTION
1-800-239-8906

2015 GREAT SAVINGS & 0% INTEREST

BUT HURRY, THIS DEAL ENDS WHEN
THE DECEMBRRRR FUNDS FREEZE UP.
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