
Fort Rucker is the home of Army 
Aviation, and although the installation’s 
training capabilities are vast, not all of 
its training can be conducted within the 
gates of the post.

That’s why the 1-58th Airfield Op-
erations Battalion works with airfields 
across the South to conduct field-training 
exercises to make sure their Soldiers re-
ceive the highest quality training.

Soldiers of the 1-58th AOB took part 
in a training exercise Jan. 21-30 at the 
Marianna Municipal Airport in Marian-
na, Florida, to train air traffic control for 
proficiency and qualification purposes, as 
well as military occupational specialty 
familiarization, said Sgt. 1st Class Jenni-
fer Warren, 1-58th AOB.

The unit set up tactical tents, mobile 
ATC towers and radar facilities, and 
worked with both civilian and military 
fixed- and rotary-wing aircraft to get real-
world experience in air traffic services, 
she said.

“The tower conducts pattern work with 
aircraft coming in, and the radar system 
is a radar service that they do airport sur-
veillance radar and precision approach 
radar for all aircraft coming in,” said 
Warren. “For ATC purposes, this location 
provided us with the traffic we needed to 
operate.”

Spc. Sara Hauser, 1-58th AOB, has 
been training with the Air Traffic Navi-
gation, Integration and Coordination Sys-
tem during the field training exercise and 
said that time out in the field only solidi-
fies what she’s learned in the classroom.

“With this system we are able to set up 
remotely and set up our own airfield, ba-
sically,” she said. “We’ve been doing live 
training where we’ve been able to talk to 
live air traffic and aircraft in our pattern. 
That’s something that we can’t always 

get during simulation, so it’s been pretty 
exciting.

“When you’re doing simulated traffic, 
after a while of doing it you can kind of 
predict what’s going to happen next,” she 
continued. “With this, it’s unpredictable 
and we’ve got a lot of traffic that we’re 
not controlling, so we’re able to make 
real traffic calls to real aircraft. It’s been 
more helpful (for training).”

Along with mobile ATC towers and 
radar, Soldiers like Pfc. Zachary Conrad, 
1-58th AOB,

also trained using the Tactical Airspace 
Integration System, which is a mobile 
airspace management system.

“What we do with our system is ba-
sically flight following,” said Conrad. 
“Because we can’t get visual confirma-
tion from aircraft in the sky, they’ll call 
up checkpoints until they reach their des-
tination. It’s just another way for us to 
make sure that aircraft are getting to their 
destinations safely.”

Although training was focused heavy 
on the air traffic control side, the FTX 
was an opportunity to validate leaders, 
said Lt. Col. Daniel Y. Morris, 1-58th 
AOB commander.

“We use these FTXs to see how the 
leaders are doing and to continue with 
the coaching, teaching and mentor-
ing process, and, at the end, to let them 
know how they’re doing – these are the 
strengths, these are the weaknesses and 
these are the things we want them to work 
on,” said the commander. “This is our 
way to make sure that these leaders are 
validated. That’s one of our main goals 
that we’re trying to accomplish while 
we’re out here.

“When we come out here … we’re 
tasked to be expeditionary, working in 
austere locations, so as you can see, we 
decided not to sleep in hardened facilities 
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The U.S. Army Warrant Officer Career 
College added to Fort Rucker’s reputa-
tion for excellence when it was officially 
named an Institution of Excellence by 
U.S. Army Training and Doctrine Com-
mand.

Col. Garry L. Thompson, WOCC com-
mandant, was presented a certificate by 
Joe Craig, director of education and train-
ing, and quality assurance for warrant of-
ficer education, to officially name the col-
lege an Institution of Excellence during a 
ceremony at the WOCC Friday.

“Part of our mission for the Warrant Of-
ficer Career College is that we’re an exec-
utive agent for warrant officer education 

and training,” said Craig as he presented 
the certificate. “Now, this we get to hang 
proudly on our wall as an Institution of 
Excellence.”

Every three years, the WOCC goes 
through an accreditation process that looks 
at 28 standards, 23 of which were appli-
cable to the career college, and scores the 
college based on these standards, accord-
ing to John Yeager, quality assurance for 
the WOCC.

These standards can include doctrine, or-
ganization, training, material, leadership, 
and education and personnel. Through 
observation of training, interviews and 
reviews of submitted documents, evalua-
tors went over each aspect of the WOCC 

TRADOC names WOCC 
Institution of Excellence 
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Warrant officer candidates work to overcome an obstacle on the leaders response course in 2014.

By Nathan Pfau
Army Flier Staff Writer
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Different forms of training can be seen 
performed on Fort Rucker daily, but 
there’s also training that’s not seen by 
many  — field-training exercises that put 
Soldiers to the test out in the field.

The 164th Theater Airfield Operations 
Group conducted first-time field training 
exercises at Hammond Range Jan. 26-30. 
The exercise took Soldiers into an austere 
environment to train on how to operate 
and support their battalion in an environ-
ment where there is no infrastructure, 
said Col. Douglas C. Van Weelden, 164th 
TAOG commander.

“This is the first time that the TAOG 
headquarters has done this type of train-
ing,” he said, adding that the unit’s bat-
talion conducts this type of field training 
event every three months. “The purpose 
of this training event is to determine how 
we do this. How do we go from point zero 
to do what we’re suppose to do, which is 
support the battalion?

“The organization is trained and ready 
to do performance functions. How we 
do this in this kind of environment is not 
really something that’s been done in the 
past,” the commander said. “A lot of the 
Soldiers here have never really had to set 
up tents in a field environment and oper-
ate, work and live out here. So, this was 
an opportunity for the non-commissioned 
officers and company leadership to train 
Soldiers in their warrior tasks and drills, 
and get them away from the office – away 
from the main post and focus on the train-
ing and basic skills and task.”

During the exercise, the Soldiers had 
to set up an operating base that included 
medical tents, triage tents, motor mainte-
nance tents, field feeding sections, com-
mand tents, a life support area, potable 
water, a sustainment cell and a military 
kitchen trailer, all while securing the 
area.

This training is part of a three-phase 
training process that includes a “crawl, 

walk and run phase,” according to 1st Sgt. 
Larry Jarrett, Headquarters, Headquarters 
Company, 164th TAOG. The process is 
currently in its walk phase.

“We conduct training weekly on Thurs-
days and we pick an event to set up and 
train, whether it’s maintenance on some 
of the generators or vehicles, setting up 
radio communications, setting up tents, 
running power generation, setting up the 
mobile kitchen,” he said. “Each week we 
picked a particular set of training to do, 
then we culminate now with this training, 
and we take all of those things we trained 
individually and put them together.”

The Soldiers must learn to live and 
operate through the week in the environ-
ment that they set up, and conduct their 
training and lives as they would if they 
were in a deployed environment.

“Half of our day is spent focusing on 
individual Soldier training, then they’ll 
break down here, have lunch, and go 
back into their tents and have various 
staff sections and start learning their staff 
functions in this environment,” said Van 
Weelden. “It’s a great opportunity to get 
both of those things addressed in a field 
training exercise and start somewhere.”

During the exercise, Soldiers also took 
part in combat casualty training where 
they were reacting to a wounded Soldier 
in a combat situation.

Teams were set up as a check on learn-
ing, and they went through a step-by-step 
process by which the Soldiers went over 
different aspects, such as carrying tech-
niques and treating open chest wounds 
with an entrance and exit wound.

“We put it all together and did a relay, 
so that we could show the Soldiers the 
proper techniques on how to do things,” 
Jarrett said. “As they’re moving back 
and forth, this is a good way for them to 
see how physically draining it is on their 
bodies and learn why it’s important for 
us to do physical training every day. We 
do that so that in combat situations we’re 

By Nathan Pfau
Army Flier Staff Writer

TAOG conducts 1st field training
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Sgt. Michael Bailey watches over Spc. Michael Feldman and Pvt. 1st Class Amber Davis, all of the 
1-58th AOB, as they conduct air traffic control training during a field training exercise that spanned 
10-days at the Marianna Municipal Airport in Marianna, Florida, Jan. 28.

By Nathan Pfau
Army Flier Staff Writer

1-58th AOB trains in Marianna

TAkIng IT TO ThE FIElD
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Soldiers of the 164th Theater Airfield Operations Group take part in combat casualty training during a 
field training exercise at Hammond Range Jan. 28.
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(Editor’s note: The following was 
originally a post on the Army Live blog, 
available at www.armylive.dodlive.mil.)

It was Feb. 3, 1943, and the U.S. Army 
Transport Dorchester was one of three 
ships in a convoy, moving across the At-
lantic from Newfoundland to an Ameri-
can base in Greenland. A converted lux-
ury liner, the Dorchester was crowded to 
capacity, carrying 902 servicemen, mer-
chant seamen and civilian workers.

It was only 150 miles from its destina-
tion when, shortly after midnight, an of-
ficer aboard the German submarine U2 
spotted it. After identifying and targeting 
the ship, he gave orders to fire. The hit 
was decisive, striking the ship far below 
the water line. The initial blast killed 
scores of men and seriously wounded 
many more.

Others, stunned by the explosion, were 
groping in the darkness. Panic and chaos 
quickly set in –men were screaming, oth-
ers crying or franticly trying to get life-
boats off the ship.

Through the pandemonium, four men 
spread out among the Soldiers calming the 
frightened, tending the wounded and guid-
ing the disoriented toward safety. They 
were four Army chaplains: Lt. George 
Fox, a Methodist; Lt. Alexander Goode, a 
Jewish Rabbi; Lt. John Washington, a Ro-
man Catholic Priest; and Lt. Clark Poling, 
a Dutch Reformed minister.

Quickly and quietly the four chaplains 
worked to bring calm to the men. As Sol-
diers began to find their way to the deck 
of the ship, many were still in their un-
derwear, where they were confronted by 
the cold winds blowing down from the 
arctic.

Petty Officer John J. Mahoney, reeling 
from the cold, headed back towards his 
cabin. “Where are you going?” a voice 
of calm in the sea of distressed asked. 
“To get my gloves,” Mahoney replied. 
“Here, take these,” said Rabbi Goode as 
he handed a pair of gloves to the young 

officer. “I can’t take those gloves,” Ma-
honey replied. “Never mind,” the rabbi 
responded. “I have two pairs.” It was 
only long after that Mahoney realized 
that the chaplain never intended to leave 
the ship.

Once topside, the chaplains opened a 
storage locker and began distributing life 
jackets. It was then that Engineer Grady 
Clark witnessed an astonishing sight. 
When there were no more lifejackets in 
the storage room, the chaplains simulta-
neously removed theirs and gave them to 
four frightened young men. 

When giving their life jackets, Rabbi 
Goode did not call out for a Jew, Father 
Washington did not call out for a Catho-

lic nor did Fox or Poling call out for a 
Protestant. They simply gave their life 
jackets to the next man in line. One sur-
vivor would later say, “It was the finest 
thing I have seen or hope to see this side 
of heaven.”

As the ship went down, survivors in 
nearby rafts could see the four chap-
lains – arms linked and braced against 
the slanting deck. Their voices could also 
be heard offering prayers and singing 
hymns.

Of the 902 men aboard the USAT 
Dorchester, only 230 survived. Before 
boarding the Dorchester back in January, 
Chaplain Poling had asked his father to 
pray for him, “Not for my safe return, 

that wouldn’t be fair. Just pray that I shall 
do my duty… never be a coward … and 
have the strength, courage and under-
standing of men. Just pray that I shall be 
adequate.”

Although the Distinguished Ser-
vice Cross and Purple Heart were later 
awarded posthumously, Congress wished 
to confer the Medal of Honor, but was 
blocked by the stringent requirements 
that required heroism performed under 
fire. So, a posthumous Special Medal for 
Heroism – the Four Chaplains’ Medal – 
was authorized by Congress and awarded 
by the President Jan. 18, 1961.

It was never given before and will nev-
er be given again.
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By Dr. John Brinsfield
U.S. Army Chaplains

CW3 Eric Carver, 
3rd BCT, 101st Abn. 
Div., Fort Campbell, 

Kentucky
“I grew up in a small 

town where there was 
very little diversity, and 
it wasn’t until I joined 
the military that I was ex-
posed to much diversity. It 
has opened my eyes to a 
lot of different things that 
I’ve never experienced.”

“I think diversity is important 
because it’s what make our 
country great. We represent a 
lot of the world and it’s impor-
tant for us to make this a better 
place for everyone.”

“This is an opportunity 
for all African-Americans 
to share the heritage and 
tradition of the African-
American culture with all 
of America.”

“Just look back at our 
history and how far we’ve 
come as a nation. We look 
back to then and now and 
where we’ve come … and 
you hear about the racial 
tension across the U.S., and 
the military is a corner-
stone in advancement in 
that arena.”

Jonathan Carmichael, 
retired military

Gabrielle Ryan, 
military spouse

Alix Chenard, 
military veteran

February is African-American 
History Month. Why is it important 
to celebrate diversity in the U.S.? 

“
”

“The U.S. was founded on 
diversity and without that 
we wouldn’t have the val-
ues that we have.”

Aubriana Price, 
military spouse

The 4 Chaplains — interfaith in action

courteSy graPhic

Rotor Wash
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Fort Rucker’s tax center saved 
Soldiers and their families more 
than $370,000 in tax preparation 
fees last year and a ribbon cutting 
ceremony opened the door to a new 
season of savings Friday.

Col. Stuart J. McRae, Fort Ruck-
er garrison commander, marked the 
occasion with a simple question.

“How many of you, when you 
do your taxes this year, in addition 
to whatever you get back,  would 
like to get an extra $100-500 with 
your tax return?” he said. “That’s 
really, in essence, what this service 
provides.

“Last year, we had over 1,800 
returns filed by this tax center,” he 
added. “The center saved roughly 
$371,000 in tax preparation fees 
for the various forms filed. That is 
a significant amount of money peo-
ple save by utilizing this service.”

People must have a valid military 
ID in order to take advantage of the 
services provided at the tax center. 
Soldiers on Reserve status must be 
on Title-10 orders and bring their 
call-to-active duty orders in order 
to use the center.

McRae continued to praise the 
tax center and its service to Sol-
diers, urging everyone in atten-
dance to spread the word about its 
opening.

“This is a great deal,” he said. 
“Last year, this center helped Sol-
diers get over $2.5 million in re-

funds. That is a significant amount. 
So, we need to beat the streets and 
get the word out to everyone about 
this great service. 

“As long as I can, I will con-
tinue to keep this program going,” 
he added. “I will continue to beat 
the drum wherever I am that the 
income continues to fund this pro-
gram, because it is hugely benefi-
cial to our Soldiers.”

The tax center is an invaluable 

resource, but the facility can’t 
provide services for businesses or 
anyone with more than one rental 
property.  However, most simple 
tax returns shouldn’t be a problem.

Col. Andras M. Marton, Fort 
Rucker Staff Judge Advocate, 
praised the benefits of the tax center 
and saluted everyone involved in 
bringing it to fruition this season.

“This is a great event for us, it is 
a great event for Fort Rucker and 

it is a great event for our commu-
nity,” he said. “As you know, the 
budgets are tight with the federal 
government. This service the tax 
center provides is basically a luxu-
ry for our Soldiers, our retirees and 
their families.

“It is just so wonderful to be able 
to provide this, yet again, this year 
at full capacity,” he added. “And, 
hopefully, set the stage for us to 
continue to provide this long into 

the future.”
The tax center is open, by ap-

pointment, Mondays-Fridays from 
9 a.m. until 4 p.m. in Bldg. 5700, 
Rm. 371F.

This year, the tax center also of-
fers a drop-off tax service for single 
Soldiers. Single Soldiers can come 
in and drop off their 2014 income 
tax paperwork, and return in 48 
hours to go over their complete re-
turn with a tax representative. Sol-
diers must return between the hours 
of 9-11 a.m., Mondays-Fridays, for 
their returns.

Single Soldiers who wish to uti-
lize the drop-off service must have 
a simple return with no more than 
two W-2 forms. For more informa-
tion on drop-off services, call 255-
2937 or 255-2938.

When visiting the tax center, 
people should remember to bring 
all tax forms, including all valid 
military ID cards; Social Secu-
rity cards; all W-2s and wage and 
earning statements; 1099-R for 
pensions and retirements; 1098 
for interest statements regarding 
tuitions, student loans, mortgages, 
etc.; a copy of the previous year’s 
return if available; power of attor-
ney papers if available; 1099-G 
forms for gambling winnings, un-
employment compensations, etc.; 
and 1099-MISC for payments re-
ceived for non-employment com-
pensation.

For more information or to 
schedule an appointment, call 255-
2937 or 255-2938.

Center opens doors to new season of savings
By Jeremy Henderson
Army Flier Staff Writer

News Briefs
ID card appointment system

Starting Monday, on Mondays, 
Wednesdays and Fridays from 7:45 
a.m. to 3:45 p.m., the ID card service, 
located in Bldg. 5700, will be available 
to people by appointment only to better 
serve the community and alleviate some 
of the long waits that people experience 
when getting their ID cards, according to 
military personnel division officials. If 
necessary, people will still be able to get 
their ID cards as a walk-in customer on 
Tuesdays and Thursdays from 7:45 a.m. 
to 3:45 p.m.

To make an appointment, people 
can visit https://rapids-appointments.
dmdc.osd.mil/appointment/building.
aspx?BuildingId=876.

When visiting the website, people can 
choose their desired appointment date by 
looking at the calendar that is available 
on the site. Days shown in green mean 
there are appointments available for the 
day, and days shown in grey mean there 
are no appointments available for the 
day.

People need only to select their desired 
appointment day, the time they wish for 
their appointment, and then fill out the 
necessary information on the screen. Af-
ter their information has been submitted, 
a confirmation email should be sent to 
the address provided to confirm the ap-
pointment.

For more information, call 255-2182. 

Tax center opens
The tax center is open and ready to help 

Soldiers, family members and retirees 
by appointment Mondays-Fridays from 
9 a.m. until 4 p.m. in Bldg. 5700, Rm. 
371F. This year, the tax center also offers 
a drop-off tax service for single Soldiers. 
Single Soldiers can come in and drop off 
their 2014 income tax paperwork, and re-
turn in 48 hours to go over their complete 
return with a tax representative. Soldiers 
must return between the hours of 9-11 
a.m., Mondays-Fridays, for their returns. 
Single Soldiers who wish to utilize the 
drop-off service must have a simple re-
turn with no more than two W-2 forms. 

When visiting the tax center, people 
should remember to bring all tax forms, 
including all valid military ID cards; So-
cial Security cards; all W-2s and wage and 
earning statements; 1099-R for pensions 
and retirements; 1098 for interest state-
ments regarding tuitions, student loans, 
mortgages, etc.; a copy of the previous 
year’s return if available; power of at-
torney papers if available; 1099-G forms 
for gambling winnings, unemployment 
compensations, etc.; and 1099-MISC for 
payments received for non-employment 
compensation.

For more information or to schedule 
an appointment, call 255-2937 or 255-
2938.

Heritage month events
Fort Rucker’s African-American Black 

History Month celebration events are 
scheduled throughout February.

Friday – •	 Book reading at the Center 
Library, and arts and crafts for chil-

dren ages infant to 6 from 10:15-11 
a.m.
Feb. 12 – •	 Lunch at the dining facility 
open to Soldiers and Army civilians 
from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Feb. 19 – •	 Educational field research 
trip to the George W. Carver Interpre-
tive Center in Dothan from 9:45 a.m. 
to 1 p.m.
Feb. 25 – •	 Luncheon with Dothan May-
or Mike Schmitz as guest speaker. 

For more information, call 255-2951.

Marketing Yourself for a Second 
Career

The Military Officers Association of 
America will host a free presentation 
entitled “Marketing Yourself for a Sec-
ond Career” Feb. 18 from 9-11:30 a.m. 
in Bldg. 4502, Rm. 210.  All ranks are 
invited, though the presentation is geared 
towards officers and senior NCOs.  
Spouses are highly encouraged to attend 
by Soldier for Life Center officials.

MOAA provides this presentation to 
teach the latest trends in transition to 
include networking, resume writing, 
LinkedIn profile development, job inter-
view techniques and salary negotiations.   

The presentation will be given by re-
tired Col. John D. Sims, deputy director 
at the MOAA Transition Center.  

People need to RSVP to attend by call-
ing 255-2540.

Class Six closure
The Fort Rucker Class Six store will be 

closed Feb. 16 from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. for 

repair work in the area. 

Office	moves
Fort Rucker’s G-4 will move from Rm. 

220 to Rm. 275 in Bldg. 5700 Wednes-
day. The office will be closed that day. 
The phone number remains 255-3160. 

Volunteers needed
Lyster Army Health Clinic is looking 

for volunteers to drive patients to and 
from the parking lot in its golf cart. The 
golf cart was donated in 2011 by the may-
or of Dothan after a retiree noticed that 
patients often needed assistance when 
walking to and from the clinic parking 
lot. Those interested in volunteering can 
call Capt. Brian Turner at 255-7245. 

TRICARE Nurse Advice Line
Lyster Army Health Clinic uses the 

TRICARE Nurse Advice Line for all 
after-hours urgent care questions. Call 
1-800-TRICARE (874-2273) to speak 
with a nurse 24 hours a day, 7 days a 
week. 

Marriage 101
Marriage 101, a premarital seminar 

and training, will be held on the second 
and fourth Tuesdays and Wednesdays of 
each month from 1:30-4:30 p.m. at the 
Spiritual Life Center, Bldg. 8939. Mar-
riage 101 is mandatory for those wishing 
to get married at Fort Rucker, according 
to Chaplain (Capt.) Troy D. Allan.

For more information, call 255-3447 
or 255-3903.

Photo by Jeremy heNderSoN

Command Sgt. Maj. Eric C. Thom, Fort Rucker Aviation Branch command sergeant major, Col. Stuart J. McRae, Fort Rucker 
garrison commander, and Capt. Quan Vu, tax center acting chief of client services, cut the ribbon to officially open the Fort 
Rucker Tax Center Friday.

Besides handling daily schoolwork, 
studying and tests, military students face 
unique challenges, including coping with 
separation from parents during deploy-
ments and multiple moves. 

In fact, according to the Military Child 
Education Coalition, military children 
typically move six to nine times by the 
time they’ve completed 12th grade, with 
many making multiple moves during high 
school.

The Fort Rucker Exchange is rewarding 
military students who excel in the class-
room with its You Made the Grade pro-
gram, now in its 15th year. Students in 
first through 12th grades who maintain a 
B average or better are eligible to receive 
a coupon book filled with free offers and 
discounts. 

You Made the Grade offers include free 
food items, such as a Burrito Supreme 
or Taco Supreme from Taco Bell, small 
chicken Philly sandwich at Charleys, Pop-
eye’s Chicken Po’Boy, and a bacon double 
cheeseburger and small fry from Burger 
King. 

Students who make the grade will also 

score Snack Avenue coupons for a free 
fountain drink, including the frozen Yeti 
drink, and a complimentary hot dog or 
roller grill item. Other offers include dis-
counts on backpacks, shoes and more. 

Scholars can also enter the You Made 
the Grade semiannual sweepstakes to re-
ceive gift cards worth $2,000, $1,500 or 
$500. Entries for the gift card sweepstakes 
drawing can be submitted twice a year, 
with drawings typically held in June and 
December.

“The Fort Rucker Exchange understands 
and appreciates the sacrifices military stu-
dents make,” said Don Walter Jr., main 
store manager. “Those who excel in the 
classroom, especially while dealing with 
multiple moves and parents’ deployments, 
deserve to be recognized.” 

Students, including those who are home 
schooled, can receive a You Made the 
Grade coupon booklet by presenting a val-
id military I.D. and proof of an overall B 
average at the Fort Rucker Exchange cus-
tomer service desk (Register 6). Eligible 
students can pick up one booklet for each 
qualifying report card. 

Students and guardians can visit the Fort 
Rucker Exchange for more information 
about the You Made the Grade program.

AAFES program rewards academic excellence 
Army and Air Force Exchange Service
Press Release

army graPhic

YOu MADE ThE gRADE



WASHINGTON — 
“You’ve always been just 
a Soldier. And you need to 
say that,” said Sgt. Maj. of 
the Army Daniel A. Dailey, 
relaying the advice given to 
him by retired Sgt. Maj. of 
the Army Robert E. Hall.

Dailey, who most recent-
ly served as the command 
sergeant major at U.S. 
Army Training and Doc-
trine Command, was sworn 
in as the 15th sergeant ma-
jor of the Army during a 
ceremony at the Pentagon 
Friday. Chief of Staff of 
the Army Gen. Ray Odi-
erno administered the oath 
to the new senior enlisted 
adviser.

The role of the sergeant 
major of the Army is pri-
marily to advise the chief 
of staff of the Army on is-
sues related to the enlisted 
force and to pursue objec-
tives laid out by the chief of 
staff of the Army.

During an interview be-
fore being sworn into of-
fice, Dailey said Odierno 
had already discussed ob-
jectives with him, and that 
after he settles into his 
new job, he is expected to 
start off in his new position 
by visiting with Soldiers 
around the Army.

“The chief wants me to 
get out and see the force,” 
Dailey said. “It’s critical I 
hear their voice, and carry 
that back to the chief and 
the secretary of the Army.”

Dailey said he expects to 
visit areas with large Sol-
dier populations. Included 
among those might be the 
1st Armored Division at 
Fort Bliss, Texas; the 1st 
Cavalry Division at Fort 
Hood, Texas; the 1st Infan-
try Division at Fort Riley, 
Kansas; and the 3rd Infan-
try Division at Fort Stew-
art, Georgia.

Dailey also has his own 
ideas he brings with him to 
the job – ideas about Sol-
dier development, physical 
fitness, and women in com-
bat, for instance – topics he 
became familiar with while 
serving as the senior enlist-
ed adviser at TRADOC.

Women in combat arms
Most recently, the Army 

announced that female 
Soldiers will be allowed, 
for the first time, to attend 
Ranger school on a trial 
basis. This April, 60 slots 
will be made available to 
female Soldiers during a 
Ranger course assessment 
at Fort Benning, Georgia. 
The change is something 
Dailey said he welcomes.

“Is the Army ready for 
women in combat arms? 
I think we are past due,” 
Dailey said. “I think we 
should give every Soldier, 
regardless of gender, the 
opportunity to serve in any 
military occupational spe-
cialty. What I am excited 
about is that we are using a 
standards-based approach, 
just like we should for ev-
erything we do in the Army. 
Regardless of gender, those 
Soldiers who are physically 
capable and want to com-
pete and try out for these 
schools and military occu-
pational specialties will be 
eligible to do so. I think it 
will make our Army bet-
ter.”

Development of NCO 
corps

A key area of focus for 
TRADOC, and now the 
newest sergeant major of 
the Army, is continued 
maintenance and develop-
ment of the NCO corps.

“I am carrying on some 
of the initiatives that we 
started when I was the 
TRADOC sergeant major,” 
Dailey said. “I truly believe 
that we have a lot of work 
we have already done, and 
there also is a lot that still 
needs to be accomplished, 
to further professionalize 

our professional military 
education system for our 
NCOs and Soldiers.”

One area of develop-
ment, Dailey said, is placed 
firmly on the shoulders of 
Soldiers themselves: struc-
tured self-development and 
civilian education.

“Our non-commissioned 
officers and Soldiers need 
to understand that a criti-
cal part of the development 
phase for a Soldier is the 
development they do on 
their own – utilization of 
the structured self-devel-
opment platforms that we 
initiated and utilization of 
tuition assistance for them 
to take college credit and 
certifications,” Dailey said.

Equally important, he 
said, is maintenance of the 
operational skills Soldiers 
have learned from 12 years 
of combat. Soldiers who 
have participated in com-
bat operations in Iraq and 
Afghanistan will eventual-
ly leave the Army, and their 
experience will leave with 
them – unless they pass it 
on to the Soldiers that fol-
low in their footsteps. The 
Army wants them to pass 
that information on, Dailey 
said.

He also said that with 
combat operations having 
been drawn down, there 
will be more time for Sol-
diers to develop those pro-
fessional skills, and to also 
transfer what they have 
learned from 12 years of 
conflict to the new Soldiers 
arriving in the force, fresh 
from basic training.

“We have to make sure 
our NCOs are using those 
skills they learned over the 
12 years of war, and trans-
lating those skills to our 
young Soldiers, and ensur-
ing they are maximizing 
the time,” Dailey said. He 
said there’s more time now 
for NCOs to spend with 
younger Soldiers to do crit-
ical unit-level training.

Dailey said the Army 
is becoming an “Army of 
preparation,” and must be 
ready for whatever the na-
tion asks it to do, and that 
means continued training.

“I’ve always said the 
harder you train in garri-
son, the easier your com-
bat experience should be,” 
Dailey said. “It’s critically 
important for our NCOs, 
and our leaders and officers 
that have served overseas 
for the last 12 years, to 
maintain those skills. And 
they also have to educate 
and train the future Sol-
diers.”

The world is still danger-
ous, Dailey said. There is a 
significant amount of un-
certainty that the Army, and 
Soldiers, must be prepared 
to face. One way to prevent 
war – which is the most de-

sirable course of action, he 
said – is to show potential 
adversaries that the Army 
is still very capable of com-
bat.

“It is a critical time in 
our Army now. We live in 
a world of uncertainty. We 
have to maintain readiness. 
Our ultimate goal is to not 
fight,” Dailey said. “Our 
adversaries need to see we 
are an Army of preparation, 
and that we are trained and 
ready to fight in response 
to our nation’s call. That 
call can happen anywhere, 
for any type of operation 
– whether it’s another war, 
or a contingency operation 
in one of our partnering 
nations to help them. This 
time is just as critical as the 
last 12 years of war.”

Keeping best Soldiers
The Army is in the 

middle of a drawdown in 
troops levels. While many 
Soldiers will leave the 
Army voluntarily, at some 
point the Army might be 
forced to ask some Soldiers 
to leave.

“My advice is to make 
sure you are doing your 
best, that you are represent-
ing Army values, and that 
you are truly an Army pro-
fessional,” he said. “Stew-
ardship of the profession is 
critical. As we draw down, 
it has been made clear that 
we will use a standards-
based approach to make 
sure we keep the best Sol-
diers. We owe that to our 
Soldiers. We owe that to 
our leaders. We owe that to 
the gracious taxpayers of 
America.

“Continue to do your 
best, work hard, and when 
you get those opportunities 
to excel, you need to do 
that. Study hard when you 
go to the various levels of 

NCO education, work hard 
at physical fitness training. 
There is plenty of room in 
the Army, for the future, for 
those Soldiers who want to 
stay.”

For those Soldiers who 
do leave the Army, Dailey 
said preparation for civilian 
life is along the same lines 
as what Soldiers ought to 
be doing anyway. 

“Take advantage of the 
education and self-devel-
opment opportunities that 
currently exist,” he said. 
“Every Soldier is entitled 
to tuition assistance, so uti-
lize that. That’s a gift from 
the American taxpayer to 

give Soldiers the edge they 
need when they get out of 
the service.”

Social media initiative
One unique endeavor the 

new sergeant major of the 
Army plans to undertake 
is to officially engage Sol-
diers on social media. He 
said he plans to kick off 
an advisory group to make 
that happen.

“I’m not the expert on 
social media,” he said. “I 
come from a generation 
where I didn’t live my entire 
life with access to comput-
ers. That came on very late 
in life. I do take pride in the 

fact I am smart enough to 
consult the individuals that 
do have the knowledge, 
skills and attributes associ-
ated with the task.”

Dailey said he will form 
an SMA, or sergeant major 
of the Army, advisory group 
on social media, made up 
of Soldiers from across the 
Army, who will advise him 
on how Soldiers want to be 
communicated with.

“The audience is our 
Soldiers and the American 
people,” he said. “So who 
better to ask how they want 
to be contacted? When 
Soldiers give you advice, 
you’ve got to take it.”
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Army swears in 15th sergeant major of the Army
By C. Todd Lopez
Army News Service

Photo by c. todd loPez

Chief of Staff of the Army Gen. Ray Odierno administers the oath of office to Sgt. Maj. of the Army Daniel A. Dailey at the Pentagon Friday as Dailey’s wife, Holly, holds 
a Bible.
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Contact Baker today for a complimentary evaluation of
transfer credit and military work experience. See an
online class demo at bakercollegeonline.com/demo

CALL:

VISIT:

An Equal Opportunity Affirmative Action Institution. Baker College is accredited by the Higher Learning Commission / 230 South LaSalle St., Suite 7-500,
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FIFTY SHADES OF GREY
1ST shows Thurs, Feb. 12 • 8:00, 8:15 & 10:30

TICKETS AVAILABLE ONLINE NOW!

ENTERPRISE SHOPPING CENTER

College Cinema • enterprise

WESTGATE CENTER Enterprise Information
334-347-2531
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*R Rated Films, one must be 17 or with parent*

CLARK THEATRES
ENTERPRISE

Web Site: www.hollywoodconnector.com
MOVIE INFO 24/7 - 347-2531
ACTIVE DUTY SERVICE MEMBER DISCOUNT

(WITH ACTIVE MILITARY ID ) + 1 Guest
FEBRUARY 6 - 12, 2015

I AMERICAN SNIPER - R
Mon-Fri: 6:50 & 9:25
Sat & Sun: 1:30, 4:00, 6:50 & 9:25

II JUPITER ASCENDING - PG13
2D - Mon-Fri: 7:00 • Sat & Sun: 1:30 & 7:00
3D - Mon-Fri: 9:25 • Sat & Sun: 4:00 & 9:25

III A MATTER OF FAITH - PG
Mon-Fri: 7:00 & 9:00
Sat & Sun: 2:00, 4:15, 7:00 & 9:00

III BLACK or WHITE - PG13
Mon-Fri: 7:00, 9:15
Sat & Sun: 1:45, 4:00, 7:00 & 9:15

IV PADDINGTON - PG
Mon-Fri: 7:00
Sat & Sun: 2:00, 4:00 & 7:00

THE LOFT - R
Mon-Fri: 9:00 • Sat & Sun: 9:00

I SEVENTH SON - PG13
Mon-Fri: 7:00 & 9:10
Sat & Sun: 2:00, 4:10, 7:00 & 9:10

II THE SPONGEBOB MOVIE:
SPONGE OUT OF WATER - PG
Mon-Fri: 7:10 & 9:10
Sat & Sun: 2:00, 4:00, 7:10 & 9:10



to come to a decision.
During the evaluation, which 

occurred June 6-10, the WOCC 
scored between 95-100 on the 
evaluation, which qualified the 
college to be named an Institute 
of Excellence, said Yeager.

“The process was ongoing for 
many months,” said Craig. “Ev-
erything we think, do and say as 
an institution like this is to en-
sure that we’re doing the right 
thing with the resources that are 
provided us for the students and 
the institution itself.

“This is not something you 
can prepare for two weeks be-
fore the process, but there is a 
lot of movement to the weeks 
leading up, but something that 
must be ongoing,” he contin-
ued. “Throughout anything you 
do, whether it’s a year out, six 
months or three months, there 
are gates that you build to ensure 
that you’re meeting those stan-
dards.”

Yeager was instrumental in 
helping see that those standards 
were met, and he was respon-

sible for coordinating and gath-
ering reports for the review by 
TRADOC. He was recognized 

with a certificate of appreciation 
during the ceremony for excep-
tional meritorious achievement 

of duty while serving as a qual-
ity assurance and faculty of ele-
ment program lead for the U.S. 

Warrant Officer Career College 
during the 2014 TRADOC ac-
creditation. 

But, he said, it was no indi-
vidual effort that allowed the 
college to reach this level of suc-
cess.

“This is just a reflection of the 
great job that the people of this 
organization are doing and that 
we continue to do to keep up the 
standard,” he said.

Craig agreed, and said that 
despite falling just short of the 
achievement in the past, the 
WOCC and its members contin-
ued to strive for excellence.

“It feels marvelous, and is well 
deserved for the team and cadre 
that come in here (to get this rec-
ognition),” he said. “We have 
top-notch cadre in every walk of 
life here, be it enlisted, officer, 
or all the way up to our comman-
dant, who touch all these areas 
of accreditation and standards. 
We hope to sustain this title be-
cause it speaks volumes. To step 
out with a banner of pride and be 
able to say that we are an Insti-
tution of Excellence goes a long 
way.”

or work out of hardened facili-
ties,” he continued. “We decided 
to go out to locations and set up 
all of our tactical tents for living 
area, set up our own (military 
kitchen) for field feeding, and, 
during this opportunity, our Sol-
diers get to learn field craft.”

Soldiers get the opportunity to 
learn about even the most basic 
things that most might take for 
granted, such as personal hy-
giene. During the 10-day exer-
cise, Soldiers didn’t even have 
access to showers,

“If I’m out here, how am I 
going to maintain personal hy-
giene?” said Morris. “You pick 

up on things. Our new Soldiers 
are learning from our seasoned 
Soldiers who have done this be-
fore. About half of the Soldiers in 
our formation are pretty new to 
the Army and have never had to 
go into an environment like this, 
so this is a great learning experi-
ence.”

After the training day, the unit 

conducts a battle update brief to 
go over all the training that was 
conducted in the past 24 hours, as 
well as what is to be done in the 
next 24 hours.

“It takes a snapshot of all the 
things that we got accomplished 
and makes us look at what we 
need to focus on getting for the 
next 24-hour period,” said Mor-

ris. “It’s also about mission com-
mand. We want to make sure that 
everybody has a full understand-
ing of what we did and what 
we’re about to do. We’ve got 
people strewn all over this air-
field and we’ve got people in oth-
er locations, as well, so it’s about 
making sure that everybody is on 
the same sheet of music.”

physically fit enough to be able to get our 
Soldiers out, if need be, and using proper 
technique is key to everything.”

Technique and training is key to suc-
cess, he said, and another reason Jarrett 
said training like this is crucial is because 
it’s difficult to get the entire unit together 

for a training exercise such as this.
“As an HHC, a headquarters element, 

it’s tough for us to get all the Soldiers to-
gether at one time in one area to do this 
type of training,” he said. “We support the 
rest of the brigade, so we have multiple 
battalions and other units that we support, 
so this is a great opportunity for us to get 
this type of training.”

The training was also a good opportu-
nity to focus on leader development, said 
Van Weelden.

“It’s really one of those fundamental 
and foundational requirements that we 
have as an Army going into the future,” 
said the colonel. “The tactics that we use 
next and the procedures that we use next 
will all change. They will all change and 

it’s very hard to predict, but one thing we 
know for certain is that we have to have 
leaders who can think, adapt and be good, 
solid leaders. That’s what this is really 
all about – giving them challenges, new 
experiences and letting them think their 
way through and adapting those solutions 
to those problems, while also managing 
the risk levels.”
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Joe Craig, director of education and training, and quality assurance for warrant officer education, presents Col. Garry L. 
Thompson, WOCC commandant, a certificate naming the U.S. Warrant Officer Career College an Institution of Excellence 
during a ceremony at the WOCC Friday.

WOCC: Achieving excellence a team effort at college
Continued from Page A1

1-58th: Experience passes down deployment knowledge
Continued from Page A1

Top 10% in the nation for patient safety

Southeast Alabama Medical Center employees and
medical sta� thank Fort Rucker for its commitment
to the security of our community and our country.
We extend our appreciation to the soldiers and
military families for their personal sacri�ces.

1108 ROSS CLARK CIRCLE DOTHAN, AL 36301 334-793-8111 SAMC.ORG

WE
APPRECIATE
FORT

RUCKER.

ADVERTISING THAT
WORKS HARD FOR YOU!

FIND WHAT YOU’RE LOOKING FOR!

SPOTLIGHTBUSINESS CARD

307 N. Main Street
ENTERPRISE

www.christmissions.org

For Donation Pickup Call

393-4471

Christian Mission
Bargain Centers

347-GIVE

Now Open

Mom’s Family Restaurant
Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner

Full Menu Served All Day!
(334) 417-0350

2200 Ozark Hwy. • Enterprise

$699
Lunch

Special
Choice of Meat, & 2 Sides & Drink.

Mon. - Fri.

TAOG: Field training allows focus on leader development
Continued from Page A1

means 
stop!

Motorists are 
reminded to 

obey all traffic 
signs.

Have a family •	
disaster plan and 
supply kit. 

Build or identify •	
a safe room in 
your home. 

Purchase and •	
use a NOAA 
weather radio 
with a tone alert 
feature. This 
will alert you to 
warnings issued 
by your local 
National Weather 
Service office. 
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REAL ESTATE SHOWCASE
• Quality Service Pinnacle: 2009, 2010, 2011, 2012, 2013
• Gold Medallion: 2010, 2012, 2013
• Top 21 Producing Century 21 Office In Alabama: 1995-2013
• Top 21 Century 21 Office in the Southeast Region: 1988-2013
• #1 Century 21 Office In Alabama: 2008, 2007, 2005

Smarter Savings. Bolder Exposure. Faster Results.

SUNDAY ~ FEBRUARY 8
2:00PM – 4:00PM

660 COUNTY ROAD 445
$130,000

1.5 ± acres & centrally located between
Enterprise & Daleville. Just 1 mile off US 84
& a straight shot to Dothan. Maintained with
TLC, this home received fresh exterior paint
& new lighting & fans in 2012, a new roof,
soffit vents, new dishwasher & a beautiful
tiled shower in 201, new water heater &

front door in 2010. The refrigerator & range
were installed in 2006 & a new HVAC & low-e

windows throughout in 2005. Appraised in
Sept, 2014 for $130,000. Just waiting for a
family to come see it and call it their home!

Directions: From Enterprise take US 84 towards
Daleville. Turn left on County Road 445 at Collins

Small Engines. House is about 1 mile down on left.
HOSTED BY:

JAN SAWYER
406-2393

490 COUNTY ROAD 445
$124,900

Looking for a home in the country?
This 3BR/2BA clean, brick home situated on
approximately 1 acre is conveniently located

between Enterprise & Daleville & just minutes
from Ft Rucker. Home offers split bedroom
plan, fireplace & a private screened back
porch. New interior paint August 2014

& termite bond with Terminex.
Directions: From Enterprise take US 84 towards
Daleville. Turn left on County Road 445 at Collins

Small Engines. House is about 1 mile down on left.
HOSTED BY:
SAM HELMS
798-3357

3014 MORNINGDOVE
$177,000

Great home at a great price!
Features: granite countertops
through out, custom cabinets,
stainless appliances, laminate
flooring, electric fireplace, trey

ceiling in living room, crown
molding through out, surround

sound & security system.
Also has a privacy fence & is

convenient to Ft Rucker.Directions: Rucker Blvd toward Ft Rucker turn
right on Morningdove Way (entrance to

Quail Hollow). House will be down on the right.
HOSTED BY:

BOB KUYKENDALL
369-8534

3098 ACHEY
$128,000

Excellent location convenient to Ft Rucker
& Enterprise. Just a stone's throw to US

84 & Daleville and straight shot to Dothan.
Functional kitchen with unique backsplash

& pantry. Open concept lends itself to
entertaining. Master suite has large walk-in

closet & double vanity. Covered patio is great
for chillin' & grillin' in the privacy of your own

backyard with wood privacy fence.
Darling house for the first-time buyer, retiree,

young family or investor. Come take a look!
Directions: Rucker Blvd toward Ft Rucker turn
right on Morningdove Way (entrance to Quail

Hollow) Follow around to 6TH street on the left &
turn left on Achey. House is on right.

HOSTED BY:
AGNES KARVONEN

406-9752

334-347-0048
531 Boll Weevil Circle

Become
a fan on
Facebook

View more pictures
of these homes at

www.c21regencyrealty.com

$179,000

$137,000

7± ACRES PLUS HOUSE $117,000

4 BEDROOM & POOL $149,900

NEW CONSTRUCTION $ 165,500

334-347-0048
531 Boll Weevil Circle

Become
a fan on
Facebook

View more pictures
of these homes at

www.c21regencyrealty.com

$159,900

BRIDLEWOOD 5+ ACRES, HOUSE & BARN

NEW PRICE IN CREEK POINTE

REGENCY MANAGEMENT, INC.

347-0049

CHATEAU VILLAGE
2 BEDROOM • 1.5 BATH

ASK
ABOUT

OUR RENT
SPECIALS!

$495 - $550

334-347-0048
531 Boll Weevil Circle

Become
a fan on
Facebook

View more pictures
of these homes at

www.c21regencyrealty.com
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WASHINGTON — A new course at Fort 
Rucker will pair up Air Cavalry leaders with 
the operators of unmanned aircraft systems.

The Aviation Reconnaissance Course, 
scheduled to launch this spring, was discussed 
at the Association of the U.S. Army’s “Hot 
Topics” conference on Aviation in Arlington, 
Virginia, Jan. 29. The course was mentioned 
during a panel discussion titled, “The Human 
Dimension: Developing Agile Aviation 
Leaders that Thrive in Uncertainty.”

One of the objectives of the new two-
week class will be to establish synergy 
between pilots and UAS operators, explained 
panel member Col. David Francis, deputy 
commander of the U.S. Army Aviation 
Center of Excellence.

“The intent is to have our pilots and our 
unmanned aero scouts – our unmanned 
system operators – do that synergy I was 
talking about before,” Francis said. “They 
plan the mission together, they brief the 
mission together and then they execute the 
mission together — in concert as a maneuver 
team — not just as a UAS up there flying 
as an ISR (intelligence, surveillance and 
reconnaissance) asset.”

Three initial classes are planned for this 
year with about 24 students each. Warrant 
officers, commissioned officers and UAS 
operators will all attend the course. The 
pilots will be leaders going into cavalry 
organizations, Francis said.

The Army’s retirement of the OH-58 
Kiowa scout helicopter was an impetus for 
the course, he said. In place of the Kiowa 
aircraft, the Army plans to scout using AH-
64 Apaches teamed with unmanned aircraft.

“We want to make sure that we retain the 
fundamental reconnaissance role in those 
organizations, so we felt it necessary to 
generate this course,” Francis said after the 
panel concluded.

“There’s a Cav Leader’s Course at Fort 
Benning (Georgia) for our ground cavalry 
squadrons – we’re doing the same thing for 
our Aviation squadrons,” he said.

Manned-unmanned teaming will be an 
“integrated part of our maneuver” for Army 
Aviation in the future, Francis said.

In the past, manned and unmanned pairing 

By Gary Sheftick
Army News Service

CAMP HUMPHREYS, South 
Korea — A Soldier was in a 
group of vehicles during a de-
ployment and on the way to his 
destination was hit by an im-
provised explosive device. He 
was the only survivor. He was 
scared, confused and had no idea 
what to do. 

This kind of situation is ex-
actly what CW2 Robert Young, 
an Aviation mission survivabil-
ity officer with the C Company, 
3rd General Support Aviation 
Battalion, 2nd Combat Aviation 
Brigade, 2nd Infantry Division, 
trained Soldiers Jan. 22 on Camp 
Humphreys to be prepared for.

Young said that they try to in-
troduce Soldiers to real-life situ-
ations where they could become 
isolated.

“This training maximizes their 
chances for recovery,” Young 
said.

The Soldiers started off the 
day receiving maps and different 
types of communication devices. 

Young went through each piece 
of equipment and explained its 
use.

The Soldiers were broken into 
teams and had to help each learn 

all of the information and tactics 
to be able to survive on their 
own. 

Young led a group that includ-
ed Pvt. Kimani J. Robinson, 2nd 

CAB, who said he’d never done 
any training like this before and 
learned a lot.

“If I was ever put in this 
scenario, I would be confident 

that I could use my equipment,” 
Robinson said.

The team moved to multiple 
grid points on Camp Humphreys 
where they were given different 
situations and had to decide on 
the best choice to survive.

In some personnel recovery 
events, isolated Soldiers may 
need to be hoisted up to a he-
licopter because of terrain or 
enemy forces nearby during a 
rescue. At the end of the train-
ing, Robinson, along with Pfc. 
Walter T.P. Tharp, a signal sup-
port specialist with the C Co., 
3rd GSAB, was able to partici-
pate in such a hoist for training 
purposes.

“I have never done anything 
like that before,” Tharp said.

The hoist is definitely the most 
enjoyable part of the training for 
the Soldiers, Young said. They 
get to be pulled 25 feet into the 
air and strapped into a helicop-
ter.

Young said that this training 
helps keep Soldiers alive when 
things go wrong and that every-
one should go through these ex-
ercises. 

By Sgt. Jesse Smith
2nd Combat Aviation Brigade
Public Affairs

Pfc. Walter T.P. Tharp, a signal support specialist with C Company, 3rd General Support Aviation Battalion, is hoisted into a 
UH-60 Black Hawk Jan. 22 at Camp Humphreys, South Korea.

Photo by Sgt. JeSSe Smith

Training teaches Soldiers keys to survival

An AH-64D Apache Longbow and MQ-1C Gray Ea-
gle helicopter land at Michael Army Airfield, Utah, 
Sept. 16, 2011, after the completion of the Manned 
Unmanned Systems Integration. 

Photo by SPc. Latoya WigginS

Course to 
pair pilots 
with UAS 
operators

‘HOT TOPIC’
WASHINGTON — Just as 

the Army chief of staff recent-
ly testified before lawmakers 
warning of the damage another 
round of sequestration would 
cause, Army Vice Chief of Staff 
Gen. Daniel B. Allyn echoed 
the chief’s words to many con-
nected to the Army Aviation 
community Jan. 29.

Addressing an audience of 
300 at an Aviation “Hot Topic” 
professional forum put on by the 
Association of the U.S. Army, 
Allyn opened the one-day semi-
nar praising Army Aviators for 
their daily role in the successes 
in Iraq and Afghanistan, and 
around the globe.

“I’m an infantryman by trade, 
but every infantryman with any 
experience, particularly in com-
bat, holds his Aviation brothers 
and sisters in reverent respect 
and admiration because we 
know your courage and indomi-
table expertise get us to battle, 
pull us out when we’re mission-
complete or, God-forbid, when 
we are most in need, you guard 
our flanks and rain steel on our 
enemies to ensure we never face 
a fair fight,” Allyn said.

“Aviators have been and will 

continue to be integral in ev-
ery success we will achieve,” 
he said. “As we wind down 
from 13-plus years of war, we 
all hoped the world environ-
ment would cooperate and sta-
bilize — in reality, there is no 
peace dividend — the world 
has changed and it requires the 
United States Army to remain 
globally engaged while at the 
same time operating with a 
smaller budget and force struc-
ture in a world that is as danger-
ous as I have seen.”

As dangerous as the world is, 
Allyn added that the Army faced 

a very real near-term threat to 
its effectiveness as a force by 
another round of sequestration 
that would have “devastating 
effects.”

The Army eliminated three of 
its 13 active-component combat 
Aviation brigades since the last 
sequestration. “Our commit-
ments remain significant,” he 
said.

“In 2013, we had six combat 
Aviation brigades committed 
to operational missions, and in 
2015 — you guessed it — we 
have six combat Aviation bri-
gades slated for commitment 

around the globe — the same 
amount of work with a smaller 
pool to draw from,” Allyn said. 

The vice chief said the draw-
down and budget challenge 
forced the Army to relook at its 
entire Aviation fleet and strat-
egy, which became the Aviation 
Restructure Initiative — “the 
optimal way forward.”

“These cutbacks were not 
something we chose, but in or-
der to maximize the capability 
and capacity of our total force, 
and protect our critical mod-
ernization programs, such as 
future vertical lift, the improved 
turbine engine program and the 
UH-60-Lima digital upgrades, 
crafting the Aviation Restruc-
ture Initiative was necessary,” 
he said.

Allyn also discussed the Army 
Operating Concept, which will 
guide future force development 
by identifying first-order capa-
bilities providing the intellec-
tual foundation for learning and 
for applying what Soldiers learn 
as the future force is built. The 
AOC is titled, “Win in a Com-
plex World.”

“To win in a complex world, 
we must think of four multi-
ples,” he said. “Provide the joint 

By J.D. Leipold
Army News Service

Vice chief addresses sequestration effects on Army Aviation

Army Vice Chief of Staff Gen. Daniel B. Allyn answers a question from an 
attendee at the Association of the U.S. Army’s Aviation ‘Hot Topic’ seminar 
in Arlington, Va., Jan. 29.

Photo by J.D. LeiPoLD

An aircrew member assigned to 1-82nd Attack Reconnaissance Battalion, 82nd Combat Aviation Brigade observes from the gunner’s window of a 
UH-60 Black Hawk helicopter as the pilots land at Tactical Base Gamberi, Afghanistan, Jan. 27. 

Photo by caPt. JarroD morriS 

Coming in for a landing

See aviation, Page b4

See UaS, Page b4
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HEALTHCARE

EMPLOYMENT

ANNOUNCEMENTS

GENERAL & SPECIAL NOTICES

YARD & ESTATE SALES

MERCHANDISE
AUCTIONS

HEALTH PRODUCTS

JEWELRY & WATCHES

PETS & ANIMALS

DOGS

FARMER’S MARKET

HAY & GRAIN

HORSES & CATTLE

WANTED - FARM & GARDEN

EDUCATION
& INSTRUCTION

INSTRUCTION & TUTORING

SCHOOLS & INSTRUCTION

RECREATION
BOATS

CAMPERS & TRAVEL TRAILERS

MOTOR HOMES & RVS

TRANSPORTATION

ANTIQUE & CLASSIC VEHICLES

AUTOS FOR SALE

AUTOS FOR SALE

MOTORCYCLES

MOTORCYCLES

SCOOTERS & MOPEDS

SPORT UTILITY

TRUCKS, BUSES, TRACTORS, TRAILERS

IT’S AS EASY
AS 1 - 2 - 3

1. CALL 2. PLACE YOUR AD 3. GET RESULTS

NEED TO PLACE AN AD?
It’s simple, call one of our friendly

Classified representatives
and they will be glad to assist you.

TOUR AMERICA
Branson, MO Ozark Mnts.

5-shows, 9-mealsMarch 8-14, 2015
Historic St. Augustine, Holy Land Experience

Orlando, FL. April 16-19, 2015
Grand Alaska Tour 7-day Cruise/

5-day land Tour. Denali, Wasilla, Anchorage
May 29/June 9, 2015

New York, City/New York "BIG APPLE"
3-Broadway plays, PA, Washington,DC.

July 11-19, 2015
Mackinac Island Upper Peninsula, MI, WI
Sault St. Marie Canada Sept. 8-17, 2015

For Info: Merita Stanley (850) 594-9980

100’s of items,
years of collecting
r Discounted up to 50%
ANTIQUES, GIFTS & MISC.

business
r Go to " BC BOOTH "
û Backyard Treasure û
2331 Ross Clark Cr. Dothan
31 Eufaula Street "Louisville, AL" Estate Sale
Friday & Saturday, February 6th & 7th (8a-1p)
All content in house must go! Grandfather

clock, Antiques, Furniture, Appliances & More!

SAT. FEB. 7 AT 6 PM LIQUIDATION AUCTION
OF A PCB SOUVENIR SHOP MISC.

SMITH TRADING POST INC. 9017 W. US HWY 84
DOTHAN, AL. (334) 797-0785. SEE AD AT

AUCTIONZIP.COM with Auctioneer ID # 13960
CASH OR CHECK ONLY 10 % BUYERS PREMIUM

Larry Smith Al. lic. # 916

DIABETIC TEST STRIPS
NEEDED I BUY SEALED/
UNEXPIRED BOXES

CALL BOB (334) 219-4697
OR (850) 710-0189

Weight Watchers: Discover the power of
Weight Watchers meetings with our new cus-
tomized support any way you want it. Check
out our website for a coupon for FREE registra-
tion or $2 off any Weight Watchers product.
Call 800-289-8446 for more information or visit
our website at www.weightwatchersalfl.com.

Wanted: Old Coins, Gold,
Diamonds, Guns, And Tools

West Main Jewelry & Loan 334-671-1440.

Â FREE Rescued Dogs Shots & fixed
Black Labs, Beagles, Beautiful Pitts - black &
white, Lab mixes, Sm. mixed breeds,

Hound Dog, Great Dane Hound Dog mixed,
Husky mixed & Sheppherd mix 334-791-7312

German Shepherd puppies: AKC registered.
Sable, black and tan. Parents on site. Up to
date on shots and worming. Male or Female
$350. Call 334-806-5851 OR 334-393-7284

PUPPY SALE !! Yorkies-Chins $200.
Ready now Papillon $400.
r Call 334-718-9745

S.E. ALABAMA KENNEL CLUB
û Good Manners Obedience,
û Confirmation classes,
$50. for 6 weeks

Rally /Agility Intro. $75.
r Shots required q
Starting March 3rd.

r Call 334-790-6226 or 334-299-3315
or 850-547-2370

��Tara Therapy
�

EOE

Careers
that touch lives

Tara Therapy has exciting
full-time opportunities
available in Elba, AL

• SLP’s
• COTA’s

Tara Therapy also has
PRN opportunities for

PT’s, OT’s, SLP’s, PTA’s, & COTA’s!
We offer competitive salaries based upon experience,
excellent benefits, and the opportunity to excel
with a dynamic, growing company.

To apply, please send cover letter�and resume to: Jackie Burke
Email: jburke@tarahc.com
Fax: (618) 473-3351

Bahia Seed For Sale
Exc. germination Call: Kendall Cooper
334-703-0978 or 334-775-3749 ext #102

BAHIA SEED for Sale - Good Germ
Call Lee Fenn: 334-621-0573

Maddox Farms
r For Sale

Paso Fino Horses
334-791-7312

Buying Pine / Hardwood in
your area.

No tract too small /
Custom Thinning

Call Pea River Timber
r 334-389-2003

FOLLOW YOUR PASSION!
Become a Daycare Director in 6wks.

Homestudy Course
Call Mrs. Alaina 334-200-8400 10am-6pm

Look ahead to your
future! Start training
for a new career in
Medical Assisting,
Pharmacy Technology,
& HVAC!

Call Fortis College 855-445-3276
For consumer info: visit www.fortis.edu

2009 Pro-Craft 181 Combo Fish & Ski w/ 2010
Mercury 115 Pro XS. Excellent condition. Lots
of extras $13,000. Call 334-797-7707

2013 Bennington 22SFX Pontoon Boat 115hp Ya-
maha outboard motor; motor only has 24 hours
on it! Dual axle galvanized trailer. Boat is in
"like new" condition, has been covered and
kept under a barn since purchased new!
Asking only payoff of around $27,000 more or
less. Serious inquiries ONLY! Call 334-379-0880,
leave message.

Pro-Line 20.4 Walk, 150
Mercury 2 stroke (300
Hrs), Performance 2 axle
Aluminum trailer, all 2001,
Cockpit enclosure with
Bimini, Cuddy Cabin,

Radar w/folding arch, Garmin 545s plus addi-
tional electronics, Marine Radio, Satellite
Weather System, stored inside, Clean rig, lots
of extras. Ready for Offshore, Nearshore, Bay
or Lake $12,500. Dothan 334-714-0902

Coachman 2008 Blast - Toy Hauler 18ft .
AC/Heat, hot water, refrigerator, microwave,
full self contained, comes with stabilizer hitch,
NADA $7315. Sell for $6500. OBO 334-795-6654.

2007 Challenger by Keystone 5th wheel , 29ft.,
extra clean, 2- slides, washer & dryer, new
tires, new mattress & hitch and much more !!!
$15,500. OBO. 334-596-2802.

2011 Georgetown By Forest River, 30ft., 2800
miles, like new w/salellite dish and many ex-
tras, $65,000 OBO 334-232-4194

37 Ft. Class A 1999 Dolphin
Motor home with low mile-
age and in great condi-
tion. Has 2 slide outs.
REDUCED PRICE $22,995 .
Call 334-655-8462 or

334-655-8461 MUST GO !!! Senior owned.

Allegro 2004 31’ class A , Excellent condition.
Ford chasse V-10, 20k mi, new Michelin steer
tires. Has all standard equipment plus, rear
camera, hyd-leveling jacks, solid fiberglass
roof (no leaks) AC/Heat Pump. Garage kept.
$27,500. 334-618-1234

Chevrolet 1987 Silverado , 95k original miles,
AC, loaded, new 350 GM fuel injector engine,
all original and very clean. $12,500. Call 828-
421-0998

Karman Ghia 1971 VW
coupe, hunter green,
restoration started, many
new parts, sweet little

car, interior not complete, $4100. 443-536-9110
OR leave message at 334-445-9077.

2013 Hyundia Elantra, low miles, real nice,
great gas saver, still under warranty. $200
down $245 per month. Call Steve Hatcher 334-
791-8243

Buick 2001 LaSabre ,
cold AC, good tires, clean
car, 149k miles, $3995
Call 334-792-8018

Cadillac 1992 Coupe Deville: Nice auto that looks
and drives great. No accidents, low mileage.
White with white leather, cold AC. All power.
Owner in Dothan. $3,500 cash. 334-671-3059

Mazda 2008 Grand Touring convertible Miata,
black in color, 6-speed 43K miles,
$14,000. 334-723-5312.

Chevrolet 2005
Impala LS, load-
ed, sunroof,
leather, new
tires, 72,000

miles, 1 owner. $7595. 334-790-7959.

Chevrolet 2008 Corvette
Convertible C-6 with the
3LT package. Silver
w/Cashmere leather, it

has the heads-up display, power seats with
heat, power top, and lots of extras. 38,000
miles. Book value at $36,000 but health forces
sale. Will consider all offers. Call 334-791-5452.

Ford 2003 Taurus extremely nice, low mile, new
tires & brakes, dealership maintained, will
consider trading for nice truck. $4400. FIRM
334-774-3582.

Ford 2003 Taurus SES
$2,500 OR BEST OFFER.
Mechanically sound, runs
great, normal wear on
body & interior. Minor

dent front passenger fender. 240,000 miles.
Owned since 11/04. Exc. maintenance (printed
maintenance log). Good tires. 334-718-6186

GOT BAD CREDIT ???
RIDE TODAY !! $0’ down
No Credit - Pass, REPO, BK’S,
SSI & VA OK û ASK FOR

STEVE POPE @r TJS Motors
334-803-9550 ’ for more details !

û Ask about $1000. discount, Bring this ad in
Today! @Old Deal Max location 4193 RCC

Honda 2012 Accord, great fuel mileage, real
nice family car, only 14,000 miles and it has a
100,000 mile warranty. $250 down $275 per
month. Call Steve Hatcher 334-791-8243

Lincoln 1997
Town Car, Sig-
nature, Gold
Coast Edition,
loaded, 90,000

miles, excellent, $3500. 334-790-7959.

Mini Cooper S 2006 111K miles exc. cond. inside
& out. $7500. 850-573-1695.

Nissan 2009 Sentra, great gas mileage, must
sell! $200 down $199 per month. Call Ron Ellis
334-714-0028.

Nissan 2012 Maxima CV , black in color,
V-6 automatic, fully loaded, top of the line,
8,000 miles, to muc to mention. $25,000. OBO
334-797-7420.

Nissan 2013 Altima, low miles, Real Nice, Must
Sell! $200 down $269 per month. Call Ron Ellis
334-714-0028.

Toyota 2011 Prius 1- owner, 30,000 miles, silver
in color, 48 mpg, exc. cond. $16,500.
334-774-2216.
Toyota 2011 Tacoma Pre-Runner TRD: 4-door,
step rails, tow package, backup camera and
more. White, 49k miles and adult driven.
Compare at dealer prices of $26K. Price firm.
$22,500 334-803-4120 /Ashford

Volkswagen 2003 Beetle , 5-speed, very clean,
low miles, green in color, $5000. 334-618-1670

2002 Harley Davidson
Ultra Classic Electra Glide
Garaged. Purple/black.
Loaded. Chromed out.
14,750 mi. Excellent condi-
tion. $11,500. 334-714-4548

2005 Honda Goldwing
GL1800 - Touring Edition,
65,962 miles, Excellent
cosmetic condition. In
mint mechanical cond.

Specially badged, 30th Anniversary edition,
No dents or dings, garaged kept, No road rash,
85% tire tread, $12,000 OBO. Call 334-790-3692

General Assignment/Sports Reporter

The Enterprise Ledger has an
immediate opening for a full-time
general assignment/sports reporter.

This position’s duties include but are not limited to handling general-assignments, including
high school, community sports and outdoors coverage for the sports section and website.
The successful candidate must be willing to go above and beyond to explore sports issues
throughout our coverage area while also providing extensive coverage of our local and high
school sports scene.

This position requires building a personal brand on Twitter and as a blogger; must also be
able to shoot, edit and produce video for Enterprise Ledger, and use social media to further
the reach of Enterprise’s audience. Flexible schedule required which includes some nights
and weekends.Two years of experience and a degree in journalism preferred. Must have a
valid driver’s license, dependable transportation and proof of insurance.

Pre-employment drug and background screen required; EOE/M/F/D/V

Apply at www.bhmbinc.com

ENTERPRISE ELECTRONICS CORPORATION
EEC is a turnkey solution provider of weather detection systems. For over 40 years, EEC has
designed, manufactured and installed over 1,000 weather radar systems in 90 countries.

EEC is now extending its offerings to be your complete remote sensing provider, offering data
collection and display solutions for both radar and satellite. To support our growing business,

EEC is seeking the following team member:

FIELD SERVICE ENGINEER/ELECTRONICS TECHNICIAN
FSEs perform a variety of duties at EEC’s Enterprise, Alabama facility, as well as, execute
onsite installation and operational testing of weather radar systems. Job duties while in
Alabama include lay out, build, test, troubleshoot, repair and modify developmental and
production electronics components, parts, equipment, and systems. While in the field, job
duties include providing electrical installation/service of weather radar systems, conducting
operational testing, and training the customer on proper use and care of the system.

Requires 50-75% international travel and working at height.

Qualified applicants will have an associate’s degree with a focus in electronics, radar,
electronic warfare, or antenna testing plus 2 years of experience; or an equivalent

combination of education and experience. The selected candidate will also have excellent
verbal communication skills.

Enterprise Electronics Corporation offers a competitive salary and benefits package
to include: medical, dental, vision, 401k match and vacation.

Send resumes to: Fax: (334) 393-4556
Email: humanresources@eecweathertech.com

Mail: Attn.: HR, P.O. Box 311270, Enterprise, AL 36331
EOE ∂ M/F/D/V

û 2011 û
Harley Davidon Super
Glide Custom -

96CI Big Twin, 12K Miles,
Garage Kept, H-D Facto-
ry Original. Original

Owner. Showroom Quality! Like New Condi-
tion! Must see! $12,500 334-598-0061

Harley Davidson 1984
FLHTC Electraglide: 80 ci.
High compression Evolution
engine, S&S carb, 5 speed
transmission. Runs great,
looks good. Dothan, AL. Call
Bill $5500 OBO 334-685-4807

Harley Davidson 2002 Road King , police special,
42K miles, exc. cond. $8200. 334-237-0677. Carl

Harley Davidson Sporster
2006 XL1200R
racing orange, Vance &
Hines - short shots,
Mustang saddle. 15K
miles, mint condition
$6200. 334-790-4781.

Suzuki 2009 Boulevard only 7800 miles,
like new, garage kept, loaded with extras.
Only $4,000. 334-714-6608

New Sunny 300CC Motor Scooter, red, only 12
miles, trunk, helmet included, this beauty is a
must see! $4,500. OBO . Call 334-598-8030

Ford 2000 Excursion Limited, V-10,
new Michelin tires, excellent condition. $4500.
334-200-5297.

Ford 2000 Expedition
Cold AC, very clean, well
maintained. 150K miles,
$3,995. For more informa-
tion call 334-792-8018.

Toyota 2011 Highlander: 82,500 miles, one
owner, leather heated seats, 3rd row, Bluetooth
and DVD player, fully loaded in great condition
$21,000. 334-791-7945

Chevorlet-3500, 2006
14½ ft. box truck,
1-owner, low miles, very
clean, maintenance
records, white in color,

$16,500. 334-618-1670

GMC 1957 Pickup 100 , Bright Red, restored, 350
chevy engine, automatic, vintage air. $16,500
Call 334-805-7769

Honda 2013 Ridgeline RTS .
Less than 5,500 miles,
one-owner Complete
Bumper-to-Bumper
Warranty. Selling due to

health. KBB Price $29,470.00 OBO. 334-379-8733

Isuzu 1997 Hombre, 197k
miles, stick shift, $3599.
Import Auto Group. Call
Ron 334-596-0857 or
Chris 334-446-9990.

Mazda 1989 B2200 , 5 speed manual, heat & cold
air, runs great! $1,800 OBO. Call 239-207-2020
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TRANSPORTATION

TRUCKS, BUSES, TRACTORS, TRAILERS

WANTED AUTOS

Searching for a Big Deal?
We’ve got you covered at

TheBigDDeal.com

DOTHAN EAGLE

The ENTERPRISE LEDGER • ARMY FLIER
JACKSON COUNTY FLORIDAN

OPELIKA-AUBURNNEWS

THEDOTHAN PROGRESS
THE EUFAULA TRIBUNE

CCaallll aa CCllaassssiiffiieedd SSaalleess RReepprreesseennttaattiivvee
ffoorr EEmmppllooyymmeenntt AAddvveerrttiissiinngg,, PPeettss,,
AAnnnnoouunncceemmeennttss,, TTrraannssppoorrttaattiioonn,,

FFaarrmm && GGaarrddeenn,, RReeccrreeaattiioonn,,
RReeaall EEssttaattee && MMeerrcchhaannddiissee
aatt 770022--66006600 oorr ((880000))777799--22555577

ttoo ppllaaccee yyoouurr aadd iinn

Nissan 2009 Titan 4x4 LE,
red in color, 5.6 liter V-8, 5-sp
automatic with tow package,
20" Alloy wheels, factory
bedliner, leather seats,
350-att, Rockford Fosgate
premium auto system with

6 disc. cd player, 8 speakers including a sub.
power window, seats & rear window, naviga-
tion, adjustable peddles, heated front seats,
moon roof, blue tooth hand free phones sys-
tem, less than 59K miles, $17,500.
334-685-0217 ask for Chuck LOADED!!!!!

1ST PLACE TO CALL FOR ALL OF
YOUR TOWING NEEDS!

Contact Jason Harger at 334-791-2624

CALL FOR TOP PRICE

FOR JUNK VEHICLES

I ALSO SELL USED PARTS
24 HOUR TOWING r 334-792-8664

Got a Clunker
We’ll be your Junker!
We buy wrecked cars
and Farm Equip. at a
fair and honest price!

$300 AND UP!!
"compact cars not included" 334-714-6285

Guaranteed Highest Prices Paid
Starting at $275. for complete local cars,
trucks, titles or no titles up to 2002.

Also buy farm equipment, semi’s, semi trailers.

7-Days a week from 7a-7p 334-648-5949
We do not buy vehicles with current leins

Wanted to buy Junk Cars,
Trucks and Vans
We pay the most !!

Hauled the same day as called.
r Call Jim 334-379-4953

We buy Wrecked Vehicles
Running or not !
334-794-9576 or 344-791-4714



force commanders and our national leaders 
with multiple options, integrate efforts of 
multiple partners, operate across multiple do-
mains and present our enemies with multiple 
dilemmas simultaneously.

“Future Army forces will support joint 
force freedom of action through the projec-
tion of power from land, across the maritime, 
air and cyberspace domains… we will fight 
dispersed, but with the mobility to concen-
trate rapidly at a decisive point,” he added.

The vice chief said future vertical lift will 

allow forces to operate across wide areas 
while maintaining mutual support, and that 
the improved turbine engine will make lega-
cy aircraft effective by dramatically increas-
ing range and the ability to fly in high, hot 
conditions.

“Manned and unmanned teaming advanc-
es will increase combat effectiveness, expand 
our terrain coverage and reduce risk to our 
Soldiers and our formations,” Allyn said. “As 
we project presence around the globe, it’s im-
portant to remember that future Aviation in-
novation enables greater range, greater fuel 
efficiency and greater reliability in order to 

reduce logistics demand and allow aircraft to 
operate from austere locations alongside our 
ground forces.”

Allyn said it was important to remember 
in the current operational environment, tech-
nologies are easily copied or countered and 
what gives the Army a differential advantage 

over its adversaries is the skilled Soldier and 
well-trained teams who optimize effective 
technologies.

“It’s all about the Soldier,” he said. “Any 
technology that advances the way the Army 
recruits, educates, trains and develops our 
leaders and Soldiers is a priority.”

had been a “pick-up game,” 
he said.

“UAS are not just going to 
be ISR assets,” Francis said, 
“but an additional capability 
within Aviation maneuver 
as we execute future 
combined-arms maneuver, 
wide-area security and 
special operations missions 
in the future.

“It’s key to understand that 
distinction — UAS coming 
into our formations is part of 
our maneuver. That is going 
to require developing our 
leaders to figure out how to 
do that. We’re really just on 
the leading edge of that – and 
figuring out adaptive ways 
to employ that capability to 
our formations to meet our 
obligations to the ground 
force commander,” Francis 
said.

UAS operators are now 
considered much more than 
just equipment operators, he 
said.

“We do not view our 
unmanned operators as 
operators. In fact, we’re 
even trying to change the 
name to unmanned aero 
scout. 

“They are scouts that will 
be integrated in and will take 
part in the aircrew mission 
brief and team briefs that go 

on as we execute Aviation 
maneuver in the future,” he 
said. “And they are going 
to know the fundamentals 

of reconnaissance, and the 
fundamentals of security 
as they go out and execute 
operations.”

UAS: Operators considered 
battlefield ‘aero scouts’
Continued from Page B1
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Aviation: Team advances increase combat effectiveness
Continued from Page B1
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TARGETED FAT REDUCTION

the no pain, no surgery,
no downtime
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Call Lindsay at 334-389-0686
or Call 334-393-4425
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CALL for your
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Today!

Make Bathing Safe and
Comfortable Again
• Stay independent and safe
• Easy access, large outward opening door
• Strong safety grab bars
• Built-in chair height seat
• Textured tub floor
• And so much more...

334.699.2191

OF THE SOUTHEAST

3134 S. Oates St
Just Before Southside Walmart

www.rebathse.com

Call or Come By the
showroom to schedule a

FREE in home consultation!
Let our expert help you

choose your
dream make-over!

Find us online!

Choose Rebath! You’ll Be Glad You Did!

VETERANS!
Did you know that you may qualify for a

Home Improvement & Structural Alteration
(HISA) Grant from the US Department
of Veterans A�airs? It can cover up to

$6,800 toward your
NEW BATHROOM!

Call us TODAY for more
information!

Call 334-699-2191

70% of home accidents
occur in the bathroom...

we can make it safer.

We Are Relocating!

FREE!IN HOMEESTIMATES!

SecurityClearance Denied/Revoked?
Don’t let security clearance issues jeopardize your employment or career.
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“I am keenly aware of the
importance of a security
clearance for both amilitary
career and government and
civilian contractor jobs.My
goal with all of my security
clearance clients is to put the
clearance issue to rest at the
lowest possible level. I handle
cases throughout the United
States and, if needed, will fly
to your location to represent
you at your hearing.”

NAMED ALABAMA
SUPER LAWYER 2008,
2009, 2013,& 2014
–––––––––––––
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FROM AVVO.COM
–––––––––––––
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ContactRonSykstusNOW!
Personal email rsykstus@bondnbotes.com.DirectOfficePhone 256-713-0221

As a former U.S. Army Judge Advocate, attorney Ron Sykstus has
been successfully handling security clearance cases for many years,
covering all areas of government concern including:

Do

 Financial
Considerations

 Security Violations
 Drug Involvement
 Alcohol Consumption
 Personal Conduct

 Criminal Conduct
 Sexual Behavior
 Foreign Influence
 Foreign Preference
 Misuse of Information
Technology

To learn more about Ron Sykstus, his experience and the services
he can provide to protect your security clearance please visit
SecurityClearanceDefenseLawyer.com

“I am keenly aware of the
importance of a security
clearance for both amilitary
career and government and
civilian contractor jobs.My
goal with all of my security
clearance clients is to put the
clearance issue to rest at the
lowest possible level. I handle
cases throughout the United
States and, if needed, will fly
to your location to represent
you at your hearing.”

NAMED ALABAMA
SUPER LAWYER 2008,
2009, 2013,& 2014
–––––––––––––

10.0 SUPERB RATING
FROM AVVO.COM
–––––––––––––
AV PREEMINENT

RATING BY
MARTINDALE-HUBBELL

–––––––––––––
NCMSMEMBER

Alabama Bar rules require the following: No representation is made that the quality of legal services to be performed is greater than the quality of legal services performed by other lawyers.

www.SecurityClearanceDefenseLawyer.com

$5.00
RX Plan
Get a month

Supply of certain
medications!

Elba

DOTHAN
1408 Westgate Pkwy • 792-SKIN (7546)

www.ritualsdothan.com

ENTERPRISE
West Gate Center • 393-SKIN (7546)

www.ritualsenterprise.com

“Unmask the Beautiful You”

Romance Her with a Spa Gift Card



A month-long celebration of unity 
kicked off Friday at the Fort Rucker Post 
Exchange with food, fashion, music and 
dance in honor of African-American His-
tory Month.

“Black History Month is an annual cel-
ebration of achievement and a time for 
recognizing the central role played by Af-
rican Americans in U.S. history,” said Sgt. 
1st Class Jason Garcia, 1st Aviation Bri-
gade equal opportunity adviser, said. 

The story of Black History Month be-
gins in 1915, half a century after the 15th 
Amendment abolished slavery in the Unit-
ed States, according to Garcia. 

“Since then, the contributions of African 
Americans to music, art, science, business 
and literature, to name a few, have been 
significant to our American society and 
have been recognized around the globe,” 
he said. “Credit for the awareness of the 
true place of African Americans in history 
can, in large part, be attributed to one man. 
In 1915, Carter G. Woodson established 
the Association for the Study of [African 
American] Life and History. Woodson 
wanted to change the perception of Afri-
can Americans and he wanted to recognize 
their contributions to American society.”

According to Garcia, the month of Feb-
ruary was designated to coincide with the 
birthdays of Frederick Douglass and Abra-
ham Lincoln. Since 1976, every U.S. Pres-
ident has officially designated the month 
of February as Black History Month. 

Command Sgt. Maj. Morris Anderson, 
1st Bn., 11th Avn. Regt. command ser-
geant major, served as the event’s key-

note speaker and stressed the importance 
of Black History Month to people of all 
walks of life. 

“February is a unique month,” he said. 
“It is a month where millions of fans pre-
pare to watch the Super Bowl. It is also 
a month where we express our love for 
one another on Valentine’s Day by pass-
ing out gifts, cards, chocolates and roses. 
But what I want you all to focus on is that 
February is the month we celebrate Black 
History.

“It is a time where commemorate the 
lives of blacks who continue to have a pos-
itive and significant impact on society for 
over a century,” he added. “The theme this 
year is ‘A Century of Black Life, History, 
and Culture.’ It seeks to chronicle the criti-
cal contributions by African Americans 
to art, literature, sports and pop culture. 
When you think of doo wop, rock and roll, 
hip hop – they can all trace their roots to 
African-American influences.  Legendary 
sports figures, artists, musicians, actors 

and actresses have undeniably contributed 
to American culture and their influence 
continues to spread worldwide.”

According to Anderson, Black History 
Month serves as a remembrance of ac-
complishments and a chance to pass on the 
lessons and stories of the past.

“We celebrate Black History Month be-
cause it helps us be better stewards of the 
privileges we’ve gained,” he said. “If we 
don’t tell the old stories to the next genera-
tion, then we ourselves will forget them. 
Explain the significance of Black History 
Month to your children, who have never 
learned of such events and the men and 
women who took part in them.  We take for 
granted the rights that many people before 
us sweated, bled, and died to secure. Apart 
from the awareness of the past, we can 
never appreciate the blessings we enjoy in 
the present.  We celebrate Black History 
Month because it provides an opportunity 
to highlight the best of Black History.

“Because we live in a society where 
every person, individually, is striving to 
achieve the American dream – we are fo-
cusing so much on our future that we are 

forgetting our past,” Anderson added. “As 
a community, we must find ways to pre-
serve our history so we can keep the hopes 
and dreams of those before us alive and 
relevant today.  Let’s continue to keep 
Black History Month relevant by support-
ing events like this. “

Community efforts, such as the events 
scheduled throughout the month on post, 
serve as a vessel for communicating the 
importance of the past into future genera-
tions of leaders and innovators, he said.

“Black History Month inspires us to seek 
out and lift up the best in African American 
accomplishments,” Anderson said. “We 
celebrate Black History Month because it 
creates awareness for all people.  We cel-
ebrate Black History Month to remind us 
all that Black History is our history, which 
is American history. We as a community 
should not overlook Black History Month 
because Black History – just like Latino 
History, Asian History, European History, 
and Native American History – belongs to 
all of us.”

The event also featured authentic soul 
food for attendees, a musical performance 
from Fort Rucker Primary School first 
grade students, a fashion show featuring 
authentic African American attire, a vocal 
solo soul performance and a recitation of 
the poem “Let My People Go” by James 
Weldon Johnson.

According to Garcia, a group of about 
20 volunteers gathered Saturday at the 
George W. Carver Interpretive Center in 
Dothan to complete the first-ever commu-
nity service project in celebration of Black 
History Month.  The volunteers polished 
and shined the walls and floors of the mu-
seum to military standards, and completed 
other assorted tasks to prepare the facil-
ity for upcoming Black History Month 
events.

Fort Rucker schools are always finding 
ways to encourage children to think out-
side the box and broaden their horizons, 
and one such way students at Fort Rucker 
Elementary School got a chance to do just 
that was through robotics.

The FRES RoBo Panthers, a robot-
ics team made up of 10 students from 
various grades, took part in the Alabama 

First Lego League State Championship in 
Huntsville, and despite being newcomers 
to the competition, placed 17th in the ro-
botics table out of 36 teams from across 
the state, according to Jennifer Kincaid, 
head coach for the robotics team.

During the competition, the team was 
judged based on robot design, core val-
ues, their project and robot performances.

“They looked at the overall project of 
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Community
big screen
First lady depicts 
veterans’ lives to 
TV, movie industry 
members 
story on Page c3

By Nathan Pfau
Army Flier Staff Writer

Event kicks off month’s activities
By Jeremy Henderson
Army Flier Staff Writer

Fort Rucker Primary School first grade students perform musical numbers celebrating history and unity 
despite diversity during Fort Rucker’s annual Black History Month kick-off event at the post exchange’s 
food court Friday.

The Fort Rucker Elementary School First Lego League team, the RoBo Panthers placed 17th out of 36 
teams during the Alabama First Lego League State Championship in Huntsville Jan 24.

Photo by NathaN Pfau

RoBo Panthers

Book reading at the Center Library • 
Friday from 10:15-11:30 a.m. fol-
lowed by arts and crafts for children 
ages 2-5. For more information, call 
255-3885.
Both post dining facilities will fea-• 
ture soul food lunches for Soldiers 
and Army civilians Feb. 12 from 11 
a.m. to 1 p.m.
A research trip to the G.W. Carver In-• 
terpretive Center in Dothan will take 

place Feb. 19 from 9:45 a.m. until 1 
p.m. Transportation will be provided 
for 40-50 participants. Space is lim-
ited. For more information, call 255-
2951.
A Black History Month luncheon will • 
be held Feb. 25 at 11:30 a.m. at The 
Landing with Dothan Mayor Mike 
Schmitz as guest speaker. Tickets are 
$12 each and will not be offered at 
the door. Space is limited.

UPcoming events

AfRicAn-AmeRicAn HistoRy montH

Elementary school students 
compete in state championship

Fashion show participants take a bow after modeling apparel representative of African American History 
throughout the last century during Fort Rucker’s Black History Month kickoff event.

Photos by Jeremy heNdersoN

The Army Volunteer Corps focuses on supporting Fort Rucker 
Soldiers, Family members, surviving spouses, and civilian per-
sonnel through community involvement. Volunteer opportuni-
ties are available both on and off post. Individuals are matched 
to volunteer positions according to skill, experience, and time 
available. Participants learn new skills, make friends, and be-
come a part of the community. Volunteering can also be a won-
derful way to gain job experience.

Go to My Army One Source at https://www.myarmyone-
source.com to register and apply for available positions, or call 
to learn more about available volunteer opportunities. For more 
information, call 255-1429.

Below is a list of AVC Most Wanted Volunteer Opportunities.
Adult volunteer positions

• Financial Readiness Program - Army Community Service 
Position Description: Volunteer will provide initial intake/

needs assessment and financial assessments using ACS intake 
forms. The volunteer will gain additional knowledge and experi-
ence related to personal financial counseling. Days and hours are 
at volunteer’s discretion - no special skills required. For more 
information, call 225-9578.

• Outdoor Recreation Volunteer 
Position Description: Assist with special events, programs 

and activities. This could include the wounded warriors hunt or 
other special needs hunting programs. No special skills needed. 
For more information, call 255-4305.

• Activities Coordinator 
Position Description: Editing and coordinating publicity with 

FRG newsletter. Photography skills are a plus. For more infor-
mation, call 255-1429. 

MOST WANTED
VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES

see robo, Page c5
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On Post
your weekly guide to fort rucker events , services and activities. deadline for submissions is noon thursday for the following week’s edition.

BOSS Mugs and Kisses
Better Opportunities for 

Single Soldiers will take 
orders for Mugs and Kisses 
now through Monday. The 
cost is $7 per mug filled 
with candy kisses. Once 
an order has been placed, 
patrons can pick up their 
Mugs and Kisses on the 
first floor of Bldg. 5700 
Feb. 12 or 13 between 11 
a.m. and 2 p.m. The BOSS 
Team will be at a table in 
the lobby as patrons enter 
the building. BOSS will 
also sell Mugs and Kisses 
during Dueling Pianos Feb. 
13 at The Landing. To place 
an order, call 379-4594.

African American 
History Month reading

Center Library will host 
a reading for African Amer-
ican History Month Friday 
from 10:15–11 a.m., along 
with a craft activity for 
children ages 2–5. 

For more information, 
call 255-3885.

Financial readiness train-
ing

Army Community Ser-
vice will host its financial 
readiness training Friday 
from 7:20 a.m. to 4:15 
p.m. at the Soldier Service 
Center, Bldg. 5700, Rm. 
284. The training provides 
a practical approach to 
help Soldiers manage their 
money more effectively. 
The training is required for 
all first-term junior enlisted 
Soldiers – E-1 through E-4. 
Spouses are also encour-
aged to attend. 

For more information, 
call 255-9631 or 255-2594.

Resilient Couples 
training 

Army Community Ser-
vice will host Resilient 
Couples training Tuesday 
from 5:30–8:30 p.m. at the 
Spiritual Life Chapel. The 
training will teach people 
the skills that will help 
make couples resilient. 
People need to sign up by 
Monday. 

For more information and 
to register, call 255-3735.

Valentine craft activity
The Center Library will 

host a Valentine craft activ-
ity Tuesday from 3:30–4:30 
p.m. for children ages 3–11. 
Light refreshments will be 
served. Space is limited to 
the first 65 children to reg-
ister. The event is open to 
authorized patrons. 

For more information or 
to register, stop by the li-
brary or call 255-3885. 

Sweetheart Dinner
The Landing Zone will 

host its Sweetheart Dinner 
Feb. 13 and 14 from 4–8 
p.m. The dinner will cost 
$24.95 per person. There 
are a limited number of res-
ervations, so people should 
call 598-8025 to make a 
reservation early. 

The menu includes a first 
course of a choice of: Fiery 
shrimp; goat cheese salad 
with mixed greens, raspber-
ries and toasted almonds in 
balsamic vinaigrette; blue 
cheese wedge with candied 
pecans; or lobster bisque 
with sweet corn fritters.

The second course in-
cludes: grilled salmon with 
creamy dill sauce, grilled 
filet mignon with choco-
late-coffee barbecue sauce, 
or chicken champagne. 
The third course consists 
of a choice of: Red Velvet 

cheesecake, Molten Lava 
chocolate cake, or New Or-
leans-style bread pudding.

Dueling Pianos
The Landing will host 

Dueling Pianos Feb. 13 and 
14 from 8 p.m. to midnight 
in the ballroom. Dueling 
Pianos is billed as a high-
energy, all-request, sing-
along, clap-along, rock n’ 
roll comedy piano show. 
The event is open to the 
public, ages 16 and older. 
Advanced tickets are $12 
through Feb. 12 and $16 
at the door the day of the 
show. VIP tables are also 
available for $150. VIP 
tables seat 10 patrons and 
are guaranteed to be near 
the stage. For more infor-
mation, call 598-2426 or 
255-9810. 

Nutrition and baby-led 
weaning class

The New Parent Sup-
port Program and La Leche 
League will offer a nutrition 
and baby-led weaning class 
Feb. 19 from 9–11 a.m. at 
The Commons, Bldg. 8950. 
The class will cover the fol-
lowing topics: nutrition for 
the nursing mother, starting 
solids, baby-led weaning 
and gentle weaning tips. 
Other breastfeeding ques-
tions will be answered as 
time allows. Expectant par-
ents and those with young 
children are welcome to at-
tend. People should register 
by Feb. 17. 

For more information or 
to register, call 255-9647 or 
255-3359.

Newcomers welcome
Army Community Ser-

vice will host a newcom-
ers welcome Feb. 20 from 
8:30–11 a.m. at The Land-
ing. Active-duty military, 
spouses, foreign students, 
Army civilians and fam-
ily members are encour-
aged to attend. A free light 
breakfast and coffee will be 
served. For free childcare, 
people can register their 
children at the Fort Rucker 
Child Development Center 
by calling 255-3564. Res-
ervations must be made 24 
hours prior to the newcom-
er welcome. 

For more information, 
call 255-3161 or 255-2887. 

Heart 2 Heart Skate 
Night 

The Fort Rucker School 
Age Center will host its 
Heart 2 Heart Skate Night 
Feb. 20, featuring a night 
of skating, music, pictures 
and giveaways. A Valentine 
King and Queen will be se-
lected, along with the best-
dressed group. Youth will 
also present a mini fashion 
show. Safety skate will be 
6:15–7:15 p.m. and the reg-
ular skate will be 7:30–9:30 
p.m. 

For more information, 
call 255-9108.

Montgomery Zoo trip
Outdoor recreation will 

host a trip to the Montgom-
ery Zoo Feb. 21. The trip 
will depart Fort Rucker at 
9 a.m. and return around 6 
p.m. The trip will stop off 
for a fast-food dinner on 
the trip back. The cost is 
$30 for adults, $25 for chil-
dren ages 3–12 and $15 for 
children under 3. The price 
includes transportation and 
zoo admission. Food is not 
included. For additional 
charges, people can take 
part in activities at the zoo, 
including feeding birds and 
giraffes, going on a train 
ride, riding the sky lift, en-
joying pony rides, and rent-
ing a pedal boat. This event 
is open to the public, but is 
limited to 24 participants. 
People need to sign up by 
Feb. 18 at ODR or MWR 
Central. 

For more information, 
call 255-4305 or 255-2997. 

Right Arm Night
The Landing Zone will 

host Right Arm Night Feb. 
26 from 4-6 p.m. Right Arm 
Night is an Army tradition, 
promoting a night of cama-
raderie and esprit de corps 
as leaders come together 
and treat those who help 
them accomplish the mis-
sion. Complimentary appe-
tizers will be served while 
supplies last. Right Arm 
Night is held every month, 
and both military and civil-
ians are welcome. For more 
information, call 598-8025.

FOrt ruCker Movie Schedule for Feb. 5 - 7
Thursday, Feb. 5

Big Eyes (PG-13) 
.........................................................7 p.m.

Friday, Feb. 6

American Sniper (R) 
................................................7 & 10 p.m.

Saturday, Feb. 7

The Hobbit: The Battle of the Five Armies 
(PG-13)............................................7 p.m.

Sunday, Feb. 8

The Imitation Game (PG-13) 
.........................................................4 p.m.

TickeTs are $6 for adulTs and $5 for children, 12 and under. MiliTary i.d. card holders and Their guesTs are welcoMe. for More inforMaTion, call 255-2408. 

DFMWR 
Spotlight

Lifeguard Courses
The Fort Rucker Physical Fitness Center will host lifeguarding courses Feb. 12–16. The courses will take place Feb. 12 from 4–8 p.m., Feb. 13 from 2–7 p.m. and Feb. 14–16 
from 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. at the Fort Rucker PFC on Andrews Avenue. Each class, once completed, includes American Red Cross certifications in Lifeguarding, Waterfront 
Lifeguarding, Waterpark Lifeguarding, First Aid, and Cardiopulmonary Resuscitation and automatic external defibrillator administration. Each certification is valid for 
two years from the course completion date. Courses are available to ages 15 and up. The cost is $125 for Department of Defense ID card holders and $150 to the public. 
A prerequisite test must be passed on the first day to enter the course. Prerequisite requirements include: non-stop swim of 550 meters, two-minute tread using only 
legs, dive ring retrieval, and a timed 20-meter retrieval swim. People interested should register at the front desk of the Fort Rucker Physical Fitness Center. The cut-off 
for registration is three days prior to course start date. The courses may be canceled if minimum enrollment is not met. For more information, call 255-2296.

Photo by NathaN Pfau
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Religious Services
WoRSHIP SERvICES
Except as noted, all services are on 

Sunday

Headquarters Chapel, 
Building 109
8 a.m. Traditional Protestant Service

Main Post Chapel, Building 
8940
9 a.m. Catholic Mass Sunday
11 a.m. Liturgical Protestant Service
12:05 p.m. Catholic Mass (Tuesday - 

Friday)
4 p.m. Catholic Confessions Saturday 
5 p.m. Catholic Mass Saturday

Wings Chapel, Building 
6036
8 a.m.  Latter-Day Saints Worship 

Service

9:30 a.m. Protestant Sunday School
10:45 a.m. Wings Crossroads 
(Contemporary Worship Protestant 

Service)
12 p.m. Eckankar Worship Service 

(4th Sunday)

Spiritual Life Center, 
Building 8939
9:30 a.m. Protestant Sunday School
10:45 a.m. CCD (except during sum-

mer months).

BIBLE STuDIES
Tuesdays
9 a.m. Protestant Women of the 

Chapel, Wings Chapel
5:30 p.m. Youth Group Bible Study, 

Spiritual Life Center
6 p.m.  Protestant Women of the 

Chapel, Wings Chapel

WASHINGTON — The sto-
ries of veterans are more com-
plicated and inspiring than they 
are depicted on television and 
in movies, First Lady Michelle 
Obama said at a screenwriters 
event Friday.

Speaking at the National Geo-
graphic Society, she addressed 
writers, content creators and oth-
er industry leaders on the power 
of telling veterans’ real stories.

“You have the power to shape 
our understanding of the world 
around us,” the first lady said. 
“You all are in a unique position 
to help us address some of the 
most challenging issues that we 
face as a nation.”

The lives of troops, veterans 
and their families yield great un-
told stories that cry out for atten-

tion, Obama said.
But viewers generally see vet-

erans depicted as broken, down-
trodden and homeless, or as 
saintly heroes with great courage 
and moral clarity, she said.

Most veterans are men in TV, 
commercials and movies, Obama 
said, reminding the audience that 
1.5 million women veterans also 
have served in uniform.

Current depictions, she noted, 
don’t reflect the real courage and 
struggle and sacrifice veterans 
make, and all the skills they can 
offer.

“So often, we only see the 
emotional homecomings, but not 
the rest of the story. And having 
had the privilege of meeting so 
many of our troops and veterans, 
I can tell you that the real stories 
are much more complicated and 
much more inspiring,” she said. 
“Today, I’m calling on all of you 
across the entertainment indus-
try to change the conversation 
about our veterans and military 
families.

“Give us the full story. Show 
us veterans … who were born to 

serve and keep giving back long 
after they hang up their uniform 
… strong female veterans with 
skills and experience who can 
thrive in any kind of business 
or organization … show us the 
courage of … spouses whose 
strength and passion for their 
family and country can inspire 
us all,” Obama said.

Depicting current and former 
service members as ordinary 
characters is “the way we hope 
our country will welcome back 
our veterans,” Obama said. “Not 
by setting them apart, but by 
fully integrating them into the 
fabric of our communities.”

Entertainment industry pro-
fessionals can change the game 
for the newest generation of 
veterans and their families, she 
added.

Obama encouraged the enter-
tainers to take the next step to 

hire or cast a veteran, or bring 
one into the writers’ room.

“That’s how you get a real, true 
understanding of what it means 
to be an American veteran,” she 
said, adding that many veterans 
and family member organiza-
tions are willing to connect the 
industry with veterans and fami-
lies who will tell their stories.

“Right now, with our combat 
mission over in Afghanistan and 
more of our veterans transition-
ing home, this work couldn’t be 
more important,” she said.

For so many years, service men 
and women have had Americans’ 
backs, “and now it’s our turn to 
step up for them,” Obama said.

“I know that you all can do 
that,” she said. “I know that 
you have the talent and creativ-
ity – and more importantly, the 
humanity – to succeed in this 
mission.”

By Terri Moon Cronk
Department of Defense News

first lady depicts veterans’ lives to tv, movie industry 

White house Photo

Michelle obama
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“Small things done with great love
will change the world”

Pick-of-the-litter
Meet Bobo, a 6-year-old neutered male cat available for adoption at the Fort Rucker stray facility. 
He is affectionate and playful. Adoption fees vary per species and needs of animal, which includes 
all up-to-date shots, the first round of age-appropriate vaccinations, microchip and spaying or 
neutering. For more information on animal adoptions, call the stray facility at 255-0766, open 
from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. All adoptable animals are vet checked and tested for felv/fiv (for cats) or 
heartworm for dogs (over six months) and on flea prevention. The facility needs donations such 
as dry or canned foods for cats, dogs, kittens and puppies, as well as blankets, toys and towels. 
Donations can be dropped off at the stray facility. visit the Fort Rucker stray facility’s Facebook 
page at http:// www.facebook.com/fortruckerstrayfacility/ for constant updates on the newest 
animals available for adoption.

courtesy Photo



Rosa Parks refused to move to the back of a bus in Mont-
gomery. More than 3,000 demonstrators gathered in Selma 
to march to the Capitol to demand voting rights, and 20,000 
others joined them along the way. In Birmingham, four little 
girls lost their lives to a bomb attack at 16th Street Baptist 
Church.

These were the difficult turning points that finally brought 
civil rights to America, and there is no better place to learn 
about this historic struggle than in Alabama.

Civil rights museums
Midway along the Selma to Montgomery National His-

toric Trail on U.S. Highway 80 in Hayneville lies the $10 
million Lowndes County Interpretive Center. The museum 
exhibits depict a wide range of events, including the estab-
lishment of “Tent City,” which housed Families dislodged 
by white landowners in Lowndes County. In downtown 
Montgomery, The Civil Rights Memorial Center features 
multiple exhibits, including a Wall of Tolerance that allows 
visitors to sign a pledge to promote racial justice.

At the Rosa Parks Museum in Montgomery, you can step 
back in time and see a 1955 Montgomery city bus for your-
self, or visit the nearby Dexter Parsonage Museum on the 
site where Martin Luther King Jr. lived while leading the 

Montgomery bus boycott. Learn about the movement’s foot 
soldiers at the National Voting Rights Museum in Selma or 
about the secret life of Booker T. Washington at the Tuskeg-
ee Human & Civil Rights Multicultural Center.

And don’t miss a chance to visit the nation’s largest civil 
rights museum, the Birmingham Civil Rights Institute, 
which boasts 58,000 square feet of archives, galleries, com-
munity meeting rooms and exhibit spaces.

Historic sites
Many civil rights-era sites have been preserved and made 

open to the public. Birmingham’s Civil Rights District is 
home to Kelly Ingram Park, a site where marchers and ac-
tivists came together in protest. Nearby is 16th Street Bap-
tist Church, where four young girls were killed in a 1963 
bombing by Ku Klux Klan members.

Walk across Selma’s Edmund Pettus Bridge, the site of 
a 1965 violent confrontation that helped rally national sup-
port for the civil rights movement, or visit the airfield where 
the Tuskegee Airmen, the first African-American military 
pilots, trained during World War II. In Montgomery, stop by 
the Dexter Avenue King Memorial Baptist Church, where 
Martin Luther King Jr. was the pastor from 1954-1960

For more information on any of the above, point your 
browser to http://www.alabama.travel/things-to-do/civil-
rights#museums, and for more Alabama travel information 
go to http://www.alabama.travel/.
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ANDALUSIA
FeB. 7 — Andalusia Regional Hospital 

will host a women’s expo from 10 a.m. to 
2 p.m.

ONgOiNg — The American Legion 
Post 80 has regular meetings the second 
Monday of the month, starting at 6:30 p.m., 
at the Legion Hall. For more information, 
call 222-7131 or visit www.andalusiale-
gionpost80.org.

DALEVILLE
ONgOiNg — Daleville Chamber of 

Commerce meets the second Wednesday 
of each month at noon at the Chamber of 
Commerce office in the Daleville Cultural 
and Convention Center. For more informa-
tion, call 598-6331.

ONgOiNg — Veterans of Foreign Wars 
Post 6020 Franchise J. Ballard Post mem-
bership meetings are at the post headquar-
ters on State Road 84 every third Thursday 
of the month at 7 p.m.  Breakfast is served 
Sundays, and games and TV’s are available 
for entertainment. Meetings are open to all. 
The post can host parties, weddings, and 
hails and farewells.  For more information, 
call 598-6211, 598-1297, 598-6211 or 379-
9187. 

DOTHAN
FeB. 24 — The Dothan Civic Center 

will host the Harlem Globetrotters at 7 p.m. 
Ticket prices range from $25 to $222. Tick-
ets can be purchased at the Dothan Civic 
Center Box Office, by calling 615-3175 or 
online at www.dothanciviccenter.org. 

MARCH 7 — Veterans of Foreign Wars 
Post 3073 Wiregrass Post will sponsor a 
benefit for the daughter of a local law en-
forcement officer with Boston butts, ribs 
and plates. People should pre-order. For 
more information, call 793-7912. 

ONgOiNg — Veterans of Foreign 
Wars Post 3073 Wiregrass Post member-
ship meetings are at the post headquarters 
at 1426 Taylor Road every third Tuesday 
of the month at 6:30 p.m. There is a fish 
fry every Friday night from 5-7 p.m.,  then 
karaoke beginning at 6 p.m. Breakfast is 
served Sundays from 8-11a.m. The post 

can host parties, weddings, and hail and 
farewells. 

ONgOiNg — The American Legion 
Post 12 holds monthly meetings on the sec-
ond Thursday of each month at 7 p.m. Meet-
ings are held at the VFW on Taylor Road. 
For more information, call 400-5356.

ENTERPRISE
FeB. 21 — The Enterprise Chamber of 

Commerce and Medical Center Enterprise 
invite the community to the 43rd annual En-
terprise Area Community Health Fair from 
8 a.m. to noon at Enterprise High School.  

ONgOiNg — Taoist Tai Chi classes 
are available at the Enterprise YMCA – 
people do not need to be members of the 
YMCA to participate – and Episcopal 
Church of the Epiphany, Classes include 
ongoing beginning, health recovery and 
continuing classes in the Taoist Tai Chi 
Society. For a schedule of classes or to get 
more information, visit www.taoist.org or 
call 348-9008.

ONgOiNg — Mondays through Thurs-
days each month, Aqua Zumba and EPRD 
water aerobics will be held by instructor 
Natalie Showers from 7-8 p.m. Price is $5 
per class and registration is not required. 
For more information, call 348-2684.

ONgOiNg — Veterans of Foreign 
Wars Post 6683, John Wiley Brock Post, 
membership meetings are at the post head-
quarters on County Road 537 every third 
Tuesday of the month at 7 p.m. For more 
information, call 406-3077, 393-6499 or 
347-7076, or visit the VFW Post 6683 on 
Facebook.

GENEVA
ONgOiNg — The Geneva County Re-

lay for Life meets the last Tuesday of the 
month at 6 p.m. at the Citizens Bank. For 
more information, call 248-4495.

MIDLAND CITY
ONgOiNg — Residents are invited to 

town hall meetings on the first Tuesday of 
each month at 5:30 p.m. at Town Hall, 1385 
Hinton Waters Ave. For more information, 
call 983-3511.

NEW BROCKTON
FeB. 26 — Disabled American Veter-

ans Chapter 99 will meet at 6 p.m. in the 
New Brockton Senior Center, located one 
block behind the police station. Food and 
drinks will be served, followed by regular 
chapter business. We also extend an invi-
tation to veterans throughout the Wiregrass 
to join as new members of both DAV and 
DAV Auxiliary. For more information, call 
718-5707.

  
ONgOiNg — Tuesdays and Wednes-

days, from 10 a.m. to noon, Disabled 
American Veterans Chapter 99 maintains 
a service office in the New Brockton Po-
lice Station at 202 South John Street. The 
office will assist veterans who were in-
jured or disabled while in military service. 
DAV Service Officers helps veterans and 
their spouses with disability compensation 
claims, Veterans Affairs pensions, death 
benefits, VA medical care, Social Security 
disability benefits, veterans job programs, 
homeless veterans services and other vet-
eran services. All veteran services are pro-
vided free of charge. For more information, 
call 718-5707.  

OZARK
FeB. 7 — The Friends of the Ozark-Dale 

County Public Library will host a mini-
book sale from 9 a.m. to noon at the library.  
This will be a buy-one-get-one-free sale.  

FeB. 20-21 — The Ozark Arts Theatre 
will perform “Greater Tuna” as a dinner 
theater at Johnny’s BARcelona Tapas Res-
taurant located at 173 S. Union Ave.  For 
reservations, call 790-6041. Doors open at 
6 p.m.  Only cash and checks will be ac-
cepted.  The theater group is an arm of the 
Dale County Council of the Arts and Hu-
manities.

PINCKARD
ONgOiNg — The public is invited to 

the Cross Country Workshop every Sunday 
at 6 p.m. at the Pinckard United Methodist 
Church. For more information, call 983-
3064.

SAMSON
ONgOiNg — The Samson City Coun-

cil meets monthly the first and third Tues-
days at 5:30 p.m. at the Samson Commu-
nity Center. 

ONgOiNg — American Legion Post 
78 meets monthly on the second Tuesday 
at 7 p.m. 

TROY
ONgOiNg — The Pioneer Museum 

of Alabama invites people to learn to cook 
like a pioneer. The museum’s Hearthside 
Meals offers the opportunity to learn to 
cook in a Dutch oven and on a wood stove, 
and then participants get to enjoy the meal. 
Cost is $15 per person, and includes the 
cooking class and the three-course meal. 
Pre-registration is required and is limited to 
15 people. For more information or to book 
a spot, call 334-566-3597.

ONgOiNg — Troy Bank and Trust 
Company sponsors senior dance nights 
every Saturday night from 7-10 p.m. at the 
J.O. Colley Senior Complex. The complex 
is transformed into a dance hall and fea-
tures music from the 40s, 50s, and 60s with 
finger foods and refreshments. For more in-
formation, call Janet Motes at 808-8500.

WIREGRASS AREA
ONgOiNg — The U.S. Army Officer 

Candidate School Alumni Association, Inc., 
located in Columbus, Georgia, and adjacent to 
Fort Benning, represents and supports all Army 
officers commissioned through an Army Of-
ficer Candidate School, regardless of location 
or branch.  Meetings, activities and reunions 
are conducted throughout the year. The annual 
USAOCS Hall of Fame Induction Ceremony 
and USAOCS Alumni Association Reunion is 
scheduled for April 26-30 at Fort Benning. For 
more information, call 813-917-4309 or send 
an e-mail to ocsalumni.com.

ONgOiNg — The Marine Corps 
League, Wiregrass Det. 752, welcomes all 
Marines, Navy corpsmen and chaplains, 
and their families, to its monthly meetings. 
Meetings are held the first Thursday of each 
month at 7 p.m.  Attendees are welcome to 
arrive early for food and camaraderie. The 
next meeting will be at the armory at the 
corner of Westgate Parkway and Choctaw 
in Dothan. For more information, call 718-
4168 or 805-7335.

Wiregrass community calendar
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Dinosaurs Alive!
Downtown Gadsden becomes pre-historic when 13 

life-like animatronic dinosaurs inhabit the Hardin Center 
for Cultural Arts Saturday through Aug. 3 as part of Di-
nosaurs Alive! Creatures will be featured in period sets 
and include: Apatosaurus, Apatosaurus baby, Dilopho-
saurus, Triceratops, Triceratops baby, Parasaurolophus, 
Parasaurolophus baby, Parasaurolophus nest with hatch-
lings, Stegosaurus, Detrodon, a baby T-rex robot (joy-
stick activated), Velociraptor and Protoseratops scenario, 
T-rex, static T-rex head, and static T-rex leg.

The center is located at the corner of 5th and Broad 
Streets. Cost is $8 per person and $4 for center mem-
bers.

For more information, visit http://www.culturalarts.
org.

John Himmelfarb: Trucks
The Jule Collins Smith Museum of Fine Art, Auburn 

University, presents “John Himmelfarb: Trucks” now 

through May 10 in the Bill L. Harbert Gallery and Gallery 
C. Inspired by the visuals and notions of trucks in Ameri-
can culture, Himmelfarb produces sculptures, paintings, 
lithographic and silkscreen prints and drawings. 

Himmelfarb’s work is included in the collections of the 
High Museum of Art, Museum Of Modern Art, the Na-
tional Museum of American Art and JCSM’s permanent 
collection. Most recently, the artist has exhibited inde-
pendently at the Chicago Cultural Center in Chicago, Illi-
nois, and in the group exhibition, Graphic Masters III, at 
the Smithsonian American Art Museum in Washington, 
D.C. 

To get to the museum, from I-85 take Exit 51 and turn 
north onto College Street. Continue north on College 
Street for 2.56 miles. Turn right into the entrance of the 
museum and follow the circular drive around to the park-
ing lot. A drop-off point is available at the museum en-
trance. The museum is handicap accessible.

For more information, visit http://www.jcsm.auburn.
edu/index.html.

‘Always Patsy Cline’
The Alabama Shakespeare Festival in Montgomery 

will host a production of “Always Patsy Cline” now 
through Feb. 8. The award-winning musical is billed as a 
“heart-warming and funny foot-stomp through the music 
and memories of country music’s greatest female singer 
as told by the Texas housewife she befriended two years 
before her untimely death.”

Ticket prices vary from $30-60 based on play, date and 
availability of seating. For more information, including 
dates and times, call 334-271-5353 or visit www.asf.net.

The Alabama Shakespeare Festival is located at 1 Fes-
tival Dr. in Montgomery.

 ‘The Love Songs of elvis and Buddy’
The songs of Elvis Presley and Buddy Holly return to 

the Alabama Shakespeare Festival Feb. 14 at 7:30 p.m. 
for a special Valentine’s Day concert featuring the love 
songs of the two rock‘n roll giants. Elvis’ songs will be 
performed by Scot Bruce and Buddy’s songs will be per-
formed by John Mueller. Tickets range from $35-60 and 
can be purchased online, by phone at 800-841-4273, or 
by visiting the ASF box office. 

For more information, including online ticket purchas-
ing, visit www.asf.net.

beyond briefs

Alabama features civil rights history
Alabama Tourism Department
Press Release



the team, how well the team 
worked together, actual effec-
tiveness of the robot’s structures 
and the programs they created to 
(govern the robot’s movements),” 
said Kincaid. “They had to put in 
a tremendous amount of effort 
and everything was completely 
driven by them.”

The children worked at least 
four days a week after school, 
dedicating anywhere from an 
hour to and hour and a half of 
their time to work together as a 
team, said the head coach. They 
also participated in team build-
ing activities outside of school to 
help them better work together 
as a unit.

“I thought it was quite fun 

because we got to spend much 
more time as a group than most 
usually do and we got to get to 
know each other better,” said 
Wesley Kincaid, fifth grade team 
member. “Competing was also 
fun because we got to talk to 
other teams and compare what 
we did and what they did and 
trade ideas.”

Fellow team member, Jacob 
Hutto, who’s in the sixth grade, 
said he also enjoyed the time to-
gether, which allowed them to 
work better together as a team.

“Most of the competition was 
pretty difficult, and writing pro-
grams was hard, but you had 
your team to support you and 
keep you going,” he said. “The 
project portion was also difficult 
because we had to figure out what 

we were going to do for our proj-
ect, and then we were also trying 
to research about our project.

“Programming is somewhat 
easy once you get the hang of 
it,” Hutto continued. “ You learn 
what is what and you just have 
to put in the information that you 
want it to do and then download 
it to your robot. The robot will 
run it on the board, but it’s a lot 
of math, but I like math.”

Each member of the team had 
their roles to play, but the bulk of 
the team was split into program-
mers and builders.

“While building our robot, 
builders had to communicate 
with the programmers and the 
programmers had to come up 
with the programs that would 
do the general tasks, but they 

wouldn’t be able to do it if it 
weren’t for the builders,” said 
Hutto. “We were split into differ-
ent groups of builders and pro-
grammers, and the programmers 
were split into different group to 
work on different programs at a 
time.”

The programmers would have 
to relay to the builders the basic 
design and outline of what they 
wanted to accomplish with their 
robots. The builders then had to 
use the information provided to 
them, go over to the big box of 
Legos provided and build the 
robot to the programmer’s speci-
fications, so communication 
played a key role in the project.

Kincaid said the experience 
was one that the students will be 
able to grow from, and the learn-

ing aspect is the entire goal of 
the competition.

“I think this is a great oppor-
tunity for kids,” said the head 
coach. “Things of this design 
create opportunities for their fu-
ture that are really going to help 
define who they are. This is re-
ally going to help them shape 
the world. Things like this really 
give them the confidence, expe-
rience and exposure with not just 
working on their own, but with 
working with others.

“I really wanted them to have 
a chance to work with others to 
accomplish a feat like this,” she 
continued. “When we started we 
didn’t know we were going to go 
to a state competition. We just 
knew we wanted to do the best 
and it worked out.”

WASHINGTON — “We pause to re-
flect on our progress and our history 
— not only to remember, but also to ac-
knowledge our unfinished work. We re-
ject the false notion that our challenges 
lie only in the past, and we recommit to 
advancing what has been left undone,” 
President Barack Obama said in his 
proclamation issued Friday declaring 
February as National African American 
History Month.

The proclamation reads as follows.
“For generations, the story of Ameri-

can progress has been shaped by the in-
extinguishable beliefs that change is al-
ways possible and a brighter future lies 
ahead. With tremendous strength and 
abiding resolve, our ancestors – some of 
whom were brought to this land in chains 
– have woven their resilient dignity into 
the fabric of our Nation and taught us 
that we are not trapped by the mistakes 
of history. It was these truths that found 
expression as foot soldiers and Freedom 
Riders sat in and stood up, marched and 
agitated for justice and equality. This 
audacious movement gave birth to a 
new era of civil and voting rights, and 
slowly, we renewed our commitment to 
an ideal at the heart of our founding: no 

matter who you are, what you look like, 
how modest your beginnings, or the cir-
cumstances of your birth, you deserve 
every opportunity to achieve your God-
given potential.

“As we mark National African 
American History Month, we celebrate 
giants of the civil rights movement and 
countless other men and women whose 
names are etched in the hearts of their 
loved ones and the cornerstones of 
the country they helped to change. We 
pause to reflect on our progress and 

our history -- not only to remember, 
but also to acknowledge our unfinished 
work. We reject the false notion that our 
challenges lie only in the past, and we 
recommit to advancing what has been 
left undone.

“Brave Americans did not struggle 
and sacrifice to secure fundamental 
rights for themselves and others only to 
see those rights denied to their children 
and grandchildren. Our Nation is still 
racked with division and poverty. Too 
many children live in crumbling neigh-
borhoods, cycling through substandard 
schools and being affected by daily vio-
lence in their communities. And Ameri-
cans of all races have seen their wages 
and incomes stagnate while inequal-
ity continues to hold back hardworking 
families and entire communities.

“But the trajectory of our history 
gives us hope. Today, we stand on the 
shoulders of courageous individuals 
who endured the thumps of billy clubs, 
the blasts of fire hoses, and the pain of 
watching dreams be deferred and denied. 
We honor them by investing in those 
around us and doing all we can to en-
sure every American can reach their full 
potential. Our country is at its best when 
everyone is treated fairly and has the 
chance to build the future they seek for 
themselves and their family. This means 

providing the opportunity for every per-
son in America to access a world-class 
education, safe and affordable housing, 
and the job training that will prepare 
them for the careers of tomorrow.

“Like the countless, quiet heroes who 
worked and bled far from the public 
eye, we know that with enough effort, 
empathy, and perseverance, people 
who love their country can change it. 
Together, we can help our Nation live 
up to its immense promise. This month, 
let us continue that unending journey 
toward a more just, more equal, and 
more perfect Union.

“NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK 
OBAMA, President of the United States 
of America, by virtue of the authority 
vested in me by the Constitution and the 
laws of the United States, do hereby pro-
claim February 2015 as National African 
American History Month. I call upon 
public officials, educators, librarians, 
and all the people of the United States 
to observe this month with appropriate 
programs, ceremonies, and activities.

“IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have 
hereunto set my hand this thirtieth day 
of January, in the year of our Lord two 
thousand fifteen, and of the Indepen-
dence of the United States of America 
the two hundred and thirty-ninth.”

Barack Obama

ARMYFLIER.COM  ❘  February 5, 2015  ★  C5

Robo: Teamwork helps students overcome challenges
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Department of Defense
Press Release

President proclaims national African American History Month

White house Photo

President Barack obama
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ABERDEEN PROVING 
GROUND, Md. — If you ask 
Soldiers what the biggest physi-
cal health threat they face while 
in the Army, only a portion are 
aware that it has nothing to do 
with warfighting. 

In fact, the primary health 
threat to troops for more than 
two decades has been common 
muscle, joint, tendon, ligament 
and bone injuries, like knee or 
back pain that are caused by run-
ning, sports and exercise-related 
activities, such as basketball and 
weightlifting. 

These activities are not just 
a primary cause of injuries in 
stateside locations, but also in de-
ployed locations. 

“Non-battle injuries resulted 
in more medical air evacuations 
from Afghanistan and Iraq than 
battle injuries,” said Keith Hauret, 
an epidemiologist Public Health 
Command. “The leading causes 
of these non-battle injuries were 
physical training and sports.”

One health provider responding 
to a recent USAPHC anonymous 
survey about injuries noted, “we 
spend time and money training 
a Soldier to become physically 
fit, but because we don’t do this 
right. We over-train them to the 
point of injury, so they are given 
restricted duties or medically 
discharged before they can ever 
fight our wars.” 

These injuries continue to 
cause temporary or even per-
manent disability and limit the 
physical capability of thousands 
of active-duty service members 
each year. The impacts include 
millions of clinic visits annually, 
millions of lost or restricted duty 
days, as well as millions of dol-
lars in medical costs. 

Leaders need to be better edu-
cated on taking care of Soldiers.

The Army places a great deal 
of emphasis on training Soldiers 
so they are fit and capable of suc-
cessfully performing their physi-
cally demanding jobs, but physi-
cal training can stress the body 
and cause various muscle, skel-
etal, tendon or ligament injuries. 
Soldiers can also get caught up in 

the competitive nature of sports 
programs and overdo it, resulting 
in sprains, strains or more severe 
injuries.

“While participating in physi-
cal activities such as running 
or sports puts you at risk for an 
injury, the risk of injury should 
certainly not be interpreted as an 
excuse to not exercise,” said Dr. 
Bruce Jones, injury prevention 
program manager at USAPHC. 
“Instead, high or increasing in-
jury rates should be a wake-up 
call to leaders, indicating a need 
to adjust the physical training 
program to prevent over-training. 
This will reduce injuries and ulti-
mately enhance fitness and physi-
cal performance.”

Army medical experts say 
training should be conducted in 
a way that avoids preventable in-
juries.

“Fit, healthy and uninjured 

Soldiers are what make an ex-
ceptional Army,” said Maj. Tanja 
Roy, an epidemiologist at the 
USAPHC. “Unit leaders should 
follow proper physical training 
guidance and be careful to avoid 
over-training Soldiers with too 
much running or improperly in-
structed exercises.”

It’s not just the lack of leader-
ship awareness that prevents the 
Army from avoiding first-time 
injuries. To some health care pro-
viders it is sadly ironic that re-
medial physical fitness programs 
often force less fit individuals to 
work out twice a day, which ul-
timately can result in injury and 
make it more difficult to meet the 
standards.

In the USAPHC anonymous 
survey, one Army medical pro-
vider noted, “I am currently see-
ing a patient for an ankle fracture. 
He is in a cast and on crutches, 

yet was forced to walk for his 
(physical training).”

Injury prevention experts say 
the lack of proper procedures 
increases risk of re-injuries and 
costly chronic conditions espe-
cially as these Soldiers age. They 
report that some Soldiers are 
forced to run every day, and are 
plagued with lower back pain and 
knee pain.

So what can a Soldier do to 
prevent injuries? 

Simply put: train smarter. There 
is scientifically supported guid-
ance and doctrine that describes 
injury prevention to be a priority 
in the Army. 

All Soldiers, but especially 
leaders, should be aware of be-
haviors or conditions that put 
individuals at increased risk of 
exercise-related injuries as well 
as training principles that can 
prevent them. The following are 
some examples.

Excessive running is the most • 
common cause of overuse in-
juries especially in feet, ankles 
or lower legs. These can be 
avoided by using a training 
regimen that incorporates al-
ternative days of low-impact 
aerobic workouts, e.g., swim-
ming, biking or rowing, and 
days of strength training. Run-
ning distances and durations 
should be slowly increased 
over time, and Soldiers should 
not be forced to run if injured. 
Cadence runs are not recom-
mended as a fitness method 
– they should be for esprit de 
corps only – and group runs 
should be organized by pace 
and distance abilities. 
Balanced physical fitness pro-• 
grams should include a mix of 
aerobic, strength, and agility 
drills and conditioning exer-
cises. Studies that have evalu-
ated the effectiveness of the 
Army’s standardized physical 
readiness training program de-
scribed in Army Field Manual 
7-22 have shown that units 
following the PRT program 
had significantly lower injury 
rates than those following a 
run-centric PT regimen. 
Basketball injuries predomi-• 
nantly involve the foot or 
ankle. Scientific studies have 

shown that the use of semi-rig-
id ankle braces during basket-
ball significantly reduces the 
risk of recurring ankle injury. 
Likewise, science has shown 
that wearing mouth guards 
during basketball reduces the 
number of people with broken 
teeth and other mouth-related 
injuries. 
Weight-lifting and high-in-• 
tensity extreme conditioning 
programs most often involve 
the shoulders and back. These 
injuries are often linked to 
improper form and using too 
much weight too quickly. 
These injuries are not likely to 
be prevented with equipment. 
While some Soldiers choose 
to wear back braces during 
weight-lifting, substantial 
evaluation of this equipment 
has not shown them to reduce 
injury – in fact, they may actu-
ally increase risk. Though the 
best physical training routine 
will include strength training, 
as with running, the physical 
training principles of modera-
tion, slow progressive increas-
es and form are important to 
avoid injuries. 
Military training activities • 
other than exercise, such as 
parachuting and combatives, 
have also been associated with 
high rates of certain types of 
injuries. Though not always 
used, some equipment has 
been proven to prevent these 
injuries. For example, mouth 
guards are now required dur-
ing combatives, as they are 
proven effective at reducing 
painful and costly teeth and 
mouth injuries. Ankle braces, 
though not required, have 
also been proven as an effec-
tive tool to reduce parachuting 
ankle injuries.

Through its performance triad 
campaign, the Army’s medical 
community continues to encour-
age incorporating exercise into 
every Soldier’s routine.

By carefully following proper 
training techniques, avoiding 
over-training, and adhering to 
scientifically proven exercise 
regimens, Soldiers can help to 
prevent injuries and improve 
fitness. 

The Fort Rucker Bowling Center is 
known to many as a place to share fun 
times with friends and family, but for one 
Fort Rucker youth, it’s a place where he 
accomplished his most impressive feat to 
date.

Spencer Kilcrease, Fort Rucker Youth 
Bowling League member, bowled a 756 
honor score during a morning youth pro-
gram at the Fort Rucker Bowling Center 
Jan. 24. The score was achieved through a 
combined score of three individual games 
in a series.

Bowling above a 700 in a series is im-
pressive enough for adults, said Ron Cook, 
Fort Rucker Bowling Center manager, but 
Kilcrease managed to do it at age 16.

“A 700-series, as far as an adult accom-
plishment, is always a good thing,” said 
Cook. “It’s an achievement that’s a little 
bit on the rare side, so to have a youth 
bowler do it is an amazing accomplish-
ment. It actually puts him up for USBC 
(U.S. Bowling Congress) local awards and 
even USBC national awards.”

In his individual games, Kilcrease 
bowled a score of 222, 267 and 267 with a 
total of 28 strikes, which accounts for 77 
percent of all possible throws.

“When I bowled more than 700 in the 
series I was really happy,” he said. “I al-
most felt a sense of relief.”

Kilcrease said he eventually hopes to 
get good enough attain scholarships for 
college or even make it to the pros.

“I want to go to college and hopefully 

bowling can help me through that,” he 
said.

Kilcrease started bowling shortly before 
he joined the Fort Rucker Youth Bowl-
ing League when he was 13 years old. He 
found that he had a natural knack for the 
game and he said he enjoyed the company 
the sport brought about.

“Most people that bowl are really nice,” 
he said, adding that his coach, Nick Gate-
wood, has been instrumental in his growth 
in the sport.

“He has helped me a whole lot,” said 
the youth bowler. “He gives me tips, keeps 
me focused and helps me stay motivated. 
We normally come on Sundays, but we’ll 
take any other chance we can take to bowl 
together.”

Kilcrease has the full support of his fam-
ily, who watch him each week grow into a 
better player.

“We’re very proud of him,” said Stanley 
Webb, Kilcrease’s grandfather. “It’s taken 
him four years, and a lot of practice and 
dedication on his part to achieve what he’s 
done so far.”

Webb said that bowling will not only 
open up new opportunities for his grand-
son, but has also helped shape and develop 
him into a better person. 

“Bowling is more than just a sport to 
him, and it helps him with a lot of different 
aspects of life, such as temperament, keep-
ing his body in shape and discipline,” said 
Webb. “If he stays with it long enough, I 
believe he’ll be able to get scholarships.”

Cook also shares Webb’s sense of pride 
and has full confidence in Kilcrease. 

“I’m just proud,” he said. “With his lev-

el of dedication, it opens him up to a lot of 
stuff. There are scholarship tournaments 
that he will be competing in, and for him 

to be putting down these kinds of scores 
and building that kind of reputation is a re-
ally good thing for him.”
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and Health

Fort Rucker youth bowls a 756-series, looks to bowling future

Be careful out there
By Veronique Hauschild
U.S. Army Public Health Command

Spencer Kilcrease, Fort Rucker Youth Bowling League member, bowls a set during a youth league 
program at the Fort Rucker Bowling Center Saturday. Kilcrease bowled a 756 honor score in a series 
during a previous program, a feat not accomplished by any other youth bowler on Fort Rucker.

Photo by NathaN Pfau

HITTING THe pockeT

Non-battle injuries result in more medical evacuations than combat

Pvt. 1st Class Ray Nichols goes for a layup during an intramural basketball game 
at the Fort Rucker Physical Fitness Center last year. Army health officials say non-
battle injuries result in more medical evacuations than combat.

Photo by NathaN Pfau
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PHOENIX — The 
Wounded Warrior Amputee 
Football Team and National 
Football League alumni 
participated in a charity flag 
football game — named 
Game of Honor — at Shad-
ow Mountain High School 
Jan. 28.

The wounded warriors’ 
team is comprised of men 
and women who lost limbs 
while serving in Iraq or Af-
ghanistan. The team tradi-
tionally plays NFL alumni 
and other celebrities during 
Super Bowl Week, where 
they are 9-0.

In addition to former 
NFL players, a familiar 
face also took the opportu-
nity to record a shout out to 
be shown to troops overseas 
during the Super Bowl. For-
mer Sergeant Major of the 
Army Jack Tilley offered 
his thanks flanked by NFL 
Hall of Fame defensive end 
Jack Youngblood.

“We want to thank you 
guys for what you do over-
seas,” Tilley said. “God 
Bless you. Hooah!”

Celebrities such as the 
charity game’s headliner, 
rap artist Snoop Dogg, and 
Daz Dillinger attended the 

tribute game, and expressed 
their gratitude to service-
men and women overseas 
before the game began.

“This is big Snoop Dogg 
sending a message to all 
our troops overseas watch-
ing the Super Bowl – enjoy 
yourself and have fun,” 
Snoop said. “Thank ya’ll 
for giving us … our free-
dom. Peace.”

Snoop’s cousin and fel-
low hip-hop artist Daz 
Dillinger also gave a shout 
out to U.S. troops serving 
abroad.

“My name is Daz 

Dillinger,” he said. “I want 
to give a shout out to every-
body over there – (all) the 
troops. This is a NFL week-
end, and it’s D-A to the Z, 
and I’m hosting a com-
mercial right here. Holla 
at ya’ll, holla at me. Love 
ya’ll – let’s keep it going 
(with) football.”

Athletes with ties to Ari-
zona also took time to en-
courage service members 
to stay safe and enjoy the 
Super Bowl.

“I just want to wish you 
guys the best,” said Todd 
Heap, a former tight end for 

the NFL Arizona Cardinals 
and Baltimore Ravens.

“Enjoy the Super Bowl,” 
he said. “We’re out here in 
support of wounded war-
riors and we’re going to 
have a great time playing 
this game.

“I want to wish you guys 
the best,” he said. “We re-
ally appreciate what you do 
for our country. [And] the 
fact that we can come out 
here and play this game – 
live in this free land. We re-
ally appreciate all that you 
do. Thank you. I hope it’s a 
good game.”

Jake “the Snake” Plum-
mer, former starting quar-
terback for the NFL Ari-
zona Cardinals and Denver 
Broncos, gave his heartfelt 
thanks to troops during a 
shout out, as well.

“We’re here tonight to 
honor you and your compa-
dres,” he said. “It’s going to 
be a nice night. I’m honored 
to be here and humbled by 
your service for our coun-
try. Come back safe. God 
bless.”

Rounding out the celeb-
rities was ESPN sports an-

chor and radio host Kenny 
Mayne, a Washington state 
native, who gave his well 
wishes and an indication 
of his Super Bowl alle-
giances.

“Kenny Mayne here 
playing in the Wounded 
Warriors Flag (Football) 
game before the Super 
Bowl,” he said, “wishing 
you guys a safe and happy 
Super Bowl as you watch 
overseas and defend our 
country – especially you 
Seattle fans. You’re with 
me. Go Seahawks!”
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LIBERIA, Africa – U.S. and international 
agencies carrying out Operation United As-
sistance efforts have wrapped up work on 
the final two of 10 Ebola treatment units in 
Liberia, a top engineer with the 101st Air-
borne Division (Air Assault) said Jan. 23.

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Europe 
District’s Forward Engineer Support Team-
Advanced played a part by providing tech-
nical expertise to the organizations, military 
units and humanitarian workers locked in 
the massive Ebola fight in West Africa, said 
Lt. Col. Lee Hicks, Joint Force Command-
United Assistance engineer for the 101st.

Hicks said 36th Engineer Brigade and 
Armed Forces of Liberia engineers had the 
lead on Ebola treatment unit construction 
alongside the primary contractor, Fluor. 

The USACE team made site visits around 
the country, delivering technical inspection 
oversight and solid guidance to the people, 
units and agencies that made key decisions. 
It has also been instrumental in the con-
struction of four Army field temporary lab 
sites.

“The engineering portion of the mission 
has been very successful, and the corps 
has been vitally important to us,” said 
Hicks during a telephone interview. “They 
helped at the lab sites with environmental 
assessments, power generation and general 
engineer-type work. They also helped with 
some design and material acquisition. Then, 
the 36th would send their troops out to build 
the lab.”

Maj. Michelle Dittloff, FEST-A com-
mander, said the first eight ETUs were com-
pleted about a week after New Year’s Day, 
around the same time engineers began base 
closure and consolidation, anticipating a re-
duced footprint for Operation United Assis-
tance’s enduring requirement in Liberia.

The FEST-A continues to support 101st 
engineers, the JFC and U.S. Agency for In-
ternational Development, which heads up 
the operation, with project development, 
life-support and logistics facilities, assess-
ments and assistance – particularly in the 
areas of quality assurance, inspection and 
contract supervision. 

Dittloff said the FEST has acted as the 
primary engineering arm for all construc-
tion and renovation required to sustain a 
U.S. military presence that topped 3,000 
troops at its peak.

Three months into a deployment that 
could stretch up to 180 days, the USACE 
group has performed admirably under dif-
ficult conditions, she said.

“They’ve been fantastic,” Dittloff said. 
“The technical capabilities and expertise 
they bring round out the capabilities of the 
101st very well. Sometimes, I think we’re 
like the fire department. We get called upon 
when a technical solution is needed quickly. 
When things go wrong, they may or may 
not understand construction issues in a tra-
ditional way. It’s not something they rou-
tinely do, so they need us for nonstandard 
construction issues.”

The FEST-A left Wiesbaden, Germany, 
for Liberia in October with a 13-member 
team of military and civilian technical ex-

perts ranging from civil and environmental 
engineers to real estate and power-genera-
tion specialists. It’s augmented by person-
nel from other districts within USACE and 
its North Atlantic Division.

The team is down to six civilians and 
four Soldiers who remain at Barclay Train-
ing Center in Monrovia, awaiting word on 
the mission’s next stage, Europe District of-
ficials said. The Department of Defense is 
weighing options and is expected to make a 
decision soon on the way ahead.

“Our relationship with the Corps of Engi-
neers has been very, very good,” Hicks said. 
“They had a big part in leasing real estate 
and securing land we needed for our sus-
tainment brigade. That took a few weeks to 
iron out, but they were able to get it done.”

Dittloff said the FEST-A did a few con-
struction and design reviews for ETUs and 
managed some specific civil engineering 
solutions. An electrical engineer was fre-
quently on-site. The team also examined 
code variations.

“We did a lot of working with the con-
tractor to find safe solutions for appropriate 
material acquisition,” she said. “In the U.S., 
it’s normally very easy to get a hold of ma-
terials. It’s much more complex to get on 
short notice in Liberia.

“I think we eased a lot of concerns for the 
101st by providing that expert oversight for 
contract solutions,” Dittloff said. “We’re 
closely integrated with them. There’s a vali-
dation our team brings to these decisions 
that’s not available organically in a light 
Infantry division.”

Transition of the ninth ETU in Zorzor 
took place in mid-January. The last one set 
for activation is in Barclayville. All others 
are operational, turned over to U.S. and in-

ternational aid workers or nongovernmental 
medical staffs.

According to recent World Health Orga-
nization estimates, Ebola has infected more 
than 21,000 people and killed nearly 8,400 
in Liberia, Sierra Leone and Guinea – the 
west African nations hit hardest by the 
epidemic. But media reports indicate new 
cases of the virus are down dramatically in 
Liberia.

The Ebola epidemic there will be largely 
contained by June if medical workers can 
hospitalize 85 percent of those infected, the 
Tribune News Service reported earlier this 
month, citing a new analysis published Jan. 
13 by researchers at the University of Geor-
gia’s Odom School of Ecology.

“We’re seeing one new case of Ebola 
a day in the entire country,” Dittloff said. 
“While there’s still a concern we might see 
a resurgence, many of the counties have 
been declared Ebola-free. … All the agen-
cies involved in U.S. aid efforts have been a 
tremendous help, but most of the credit re-
ally goes to Liberia itself for making all the 
preventive measures well publicized. The 
country has committed very well and taken 
this very seriously.” 

From the outset of Operation United 
Assistance, the FEST-A conducted recon-
naissance and site selection while forging 
land-use agreements for the Army field 
temporary lab sites. 

Jennifer McCarthy, a New England Dis-
trict environmental scientist, was among 
team members who visited the Sanniquellie 
and Fish Town lab sites for an assessment 
of existing conditions and needs. Maintain-
ing environmental-regulation compliance is 
an ongoing effort.

“It’s important to work with the local 

communities to find a suitable lab site and 
then support it with adequate infrastruc-
ture,” McCarthy said. “From an environ-
mental standpoint, the primary concerns 
are typically waste management. It is cru-
cial that contaminated medical waste be 
handled and disposed of safely, and that ad-
equate capacity exists in septic systems for 
use by lab personnel.

“Much of rural Liberia is densely veg-
etated with heavy rainfall and high water 
tables. In our environmental assessment, 
we look at how this challenging landscape 
will affect drainage and constructability of 
new facilities, and we also consider the ef-
fects of land clearing, grading and drainage 
improvements on the local ecosystem,” she 
said.

Having multiple labs in close proximity 
to areas of potential outbreaks allows sam-
ples to be tested quickly and likely helped 
to slow Ebola’s spread while speeding up 
treatment of patients, officials said.

With all force providers now in the opera-
tions and maintenance phase, officials have 
shifted attention to theater-closure planning 
and realignment.

“We’re reducing our footprint right now 
and reducing unnecessary capacity in U.S. 
support systems, anticipating a possible 
drawdown,” the team’s commander said. 
“They are centralizing Soldiers into certain 
areas. We’re closing down the seaport in 
Buchanan, as 101st equipment gets shipped 
home. Facilities at the National Police 
Training Center are also being shut down. 
The breakdown of materials for force pro-
viders is under way. The FEST workload 
has increased, as we expect to be critical to 
the mission adjustment.”

By Vince Little
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers

UA team looks to mission’s next phase 

Retired Sgt. Maj. of the Army Jack Tilley and National Football League Hall of Fame defensive end Jack 
Youngblood record a shout out, which was viewed by U.S. troops overseas during the upcoming Super 
Bowl, before a charity flag football game for wounded warriors in Phoenix, Ariz., Jan. 28. 

Photo by Sgt. 1St ClaSS tyroNe C. MarShall Jr.  

By Sgt. 1st Class Tyrone 
C. Marshall Jr.
Department of Defense 
News

Athletes, celebrities thank troops gefore game of honor

Jennifer McCarthy conducts reconnaissance at the Sanniquellie Army Field Temporary Lab recently where she is greeted by local children. 
CourteSy Photo
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Sports Briefs
Black History Month 5K

The Fortenberry-Colton 
Physical Fitness Center will 
host the annual Black His-
tory Month 5K and 1-Mile 
Fun Run Saturday from 
9-11 a.m. Registration on 
the day of the event will 
be at Fortenberry-Colton 
Physical Fitness Center 
from 7:30–8:40 a.m. Partici-
pants are encouraged to pre-
register for the event. The 
fun run is free and open to 
all, and will begin after the 
5K is completed. Each Fun 
Run participant will receive 
a medal. Cost for individu-
als is $12 for the no-shirt 
option and $25 with shirt 
while supplies last. Cost 
for teams is $160 and in-
cludes shirts while sup-
plies last. Refreshments 
will be provided and the 
event will be open to the 
public. Trophies will be 
awarded in a variety of 
categories. 

During the run, the 
following roads will be 
closed: from the corner of 
Ruff Avenue and Sham-
rock to Dustoff Street; 
from Dustoff Street to 
Farrel Road; from Farrel 
Road to Blue Max Street; 
and from Blue Max to 
Shamrock to Headquar-
ters, left on Novosel and 
back to Shamrock.

For registration and 
more information, call 
255-3794.

Sweetheart Bowl
Rucker Lanes will host 

its Sweetheart Bowl spe-
cial Feb. 14 that will fea-
ture two-for-$10 extreme 
bowling from 8 p.m. to 
midnight. Shoe rental will 
cost $2 per person. 

For more information, 
call 255-9503. 

Presidents’ Day 
Weekend Skins Game

Silver Wings Golf 
Course will celebrate 
Presidents’ Day Weekend 
with a skins game Feb. 
14 and 15. Tee times will 
be between 7-9 a.m. each 
day. The cost will be $10 
per player, per day. A skin 
must be a birdie or better 
per hole. Prizes and pay-
out will be determined 
by the number of entries 
divided by the number of 
skins, and each day will 
be its own event. 

For more information, 
call 598-2449. 

Stars and Strikes
Rucker Lanes will host 

its Stars and Strikes Feb. 
16 from 10 a.m. to 10 p.m. 
in honor of President’s 
Day. Stars and Strikes will 
feature bowling for 25 
cents per person and 50-
cent shoe rental. Regular 
pricing will apply to other 
menu items. There will be 
limited lane availability 
beginning at 5 p.m. 

For more information, 
call 255-9503.

Spin Challenge
Fortenberry-Colton 

Physical Fitness Center 
instructors will hold a two-
hour spinning challenge 
each month, with the next 
taking place Feb. 19. The 
challenges are open to all au-
thorized PFC patrons. Each 
class is $3.50 or people can 
use their class cards. Each 
session will feature door 
prizes and refreshments. All 
challenges will take place at 
Fortenberry-Colton PFC at 
5:30 p.m. 

For more information, 
call 255-3794.

1108 Ross Clark Circle
Dothan, AL 36301

334-793-8132
www.samc.org/hearts

Top 10% in nation
for patient safety

A Blue Cross and Blue Shield of
Alabama Tier 1 Hospital Since 2008

But, if a heart skips a beat for the wrong reasons, it’s nice to know the region’s most comprehensive and advanced Heart
and Vascular Center is nearby. This center is ranked in the top 10% nationally for patient safety in Heart Attack Treatment,
Major Cardiac Care, Interventional Coronary Care and Vascular Surgery. And, number 1 in Alabama for Heart Attack
Treatment and Vascular Surgery.

You can trust your heart and vascular care to the skilled hands at
SAMC. In fact, more heart and vascular procedures are performed
here, with better outcomes, than any other hospital in the region.

Almost makes your heart skip a beat, now doesn’t it?
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