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Fireworks explode over the sky of Fort Rucker during the 2012 Wiregrass Freedom Fest. This is year’s event is today 
from 4-10 p.m. For more, see the Wiregrass Freedom Fest insert in this week’s Army Flier.

FREEDOM FEST

Fort Rucker welcomed a new deputy 
to the commanding general during an as-
sumption of responsibility ceremony at the 
U.S. Army Aviation Museum Friday.

Russell B. Hall assumed responsibility 
during the ceremony and was welcomed 
to the installation by Brig. Gen. Michael 
D. Lundy, U.S. Army Aviation Center of 
Excellence and Fort Rucker commanding 
general, as well as many other members of 
the Fort Rucker community.

“There’s a lot of change going on here 
at Fort Rucker … and we’re here today to 
complete the biggest part of that change to 
our key and essential leaders by welcom-
ing the Halls to our team,” said the general 
during the ceremony. “Russ and (his wife), 
Lexi, bring a wealth of experience to our 
team. Russ knows money, he knows com-
munity relations, he knows how to man-
age and develop our civilian workforce, he 

USAACE welcomes deputy 
to commanding general

See uSaaCe, Page a5
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Russell B. Hall, U.S. Army Aviation Center of 
Excellence and Fort Rucker deputy to the com-
manding general, speaks during an assumption 
of responsibility ceremony at the U.S. Army Avia-
tion Museum Friday.

By Nathan Pfau
Army Flier Staff Writer

The No. 1-ranked medical facility in U.S. Army Medi-
cal Command welcomed a new commander as Fort 
Rucker bid farewell to one of its most familiar faces.

Col. Gary A. Wheeler assumed command of the U.S. 
Army Aeromedical Center from Col. James A. Laterza 
during a change of command ceremony at the U.S Army 
Aviation Museum June 25.

Maj. Gen. Jimmie O. Keenan, Southern Regional Med-
ical Command commanding general, was on hand to pre-
side over the ceremony and said that Wheeler is the right 
man to take Lyster Army Health Clinic and continue the 
excellent patient-centered care that so many on the instal-
lation have come to know.

Wheeler is a proven leader, holding numerous lead-
ership positions, including chief of the Department of 
Medicine for Madigan Army Medical Center and chief 
information officer for U.S. Army Medical Command.

 “Gary is the right guy, at the right time to come into the 
job,” she said. “(He) is a proven leader, and any job that 
the Army has asked him to do, he has done.”

Wheeler comes to Fort Rucker with a wealth of expe-
rience as a doctor of medicine, as well as a Masters in 
strategic studies from the U.S. Army War College.

His military career spans more than two decades when 
he joined the Army after obtaining a bachelor’s degree 
in electrical engineering at the University of California, 
Berkley. His first assignment was at Walter Reed Army 
Medical Center, where he completed his Internal Medi-
cine residency.

 “Little did I realize at the flight surgeons course in 

Friends, Family and coworkers arrived in droves June 
25 to welcome the new commander of the Air Traffic 
Services Command and 164th Theater Airfield Opera-
tions Group and to bid farewell to the outgoing senior 
officer.

Col. Douglas Van Weelden III assumed command from 
Col. Michael Shenk during a unique change of command 
ceremony at the U.S. Army Aviation Museum.

Ceremonial colors were circulated twice through 
the ceremony as Shenk commanded both TAOG and 
ATSCOM, a position that is unique in both the Army and 
Fort Rucker.

Brig. Gen. Michael D. Lundy, U.S. Army Aviation 
Center of Excellence and Fort Rucker commanding gen-
eral, presented Van Weelden with the unit colors and con-
gratulated him on his promotion to commander.

“(Van Weelden), you and (your wife) are exactly the 
right team (to take command). I have no doubt about 
that,” he said. “You have an exciting and rewarding two 
years ahead that will probably be the most exciting and 
rewarding two years of your career. There is no greater 
honor than to be charged with commanding Soldiers – 
and I know you’re all in for the mission, for them and for 
their Families.”

Lundy also remarked on TAOG’s and ATSCOM’s 
unique mission.

“When you’re one-of-a-kind you have to shoulder the 
entire load 24/7, 365 days a year, around the world with 
really no backup,” he said. “Air traffic control Soldiers 
often do their best work with just a radio and a piece of 
paper.  Its not technology that makes them great – its 
their intellect and their imagination that allows them to 

visualize in three directions, to describe and direct, to be 
able to keep all those moving pieces safely operating in 
very complex airspace around the world.” 

Lundy continued by saying that Shenk’s leadership en-
sured that air traffic services across the Army, at home 
and abroad, kept everything moving safely and efficient-
ly at the point of greatest friction of every mission that 
Army Aviation executes.

“It is a daunting task and these Soldiers are the calming 
voice of our branch. They bring sanity to what often could 

By Nathan Pfau
Army Flier Staff Writer
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Col. Gary A. Wheeler, U.S. Army Aeromedical Center commander, 
receives the unit colors from Maj. Gen. Jimmie O. Keenan, South-
ern Regional Medical Command commanding general, during a 
change of command ceremony at the U.S. Army Aviation Museum 
June 25.

Army Aeromedical 
Center, Lyster AHC

Air Traffic Services Command, 164th TAOG
By Sara E. Martin
Army Flier Staff Writer

See LySter, Page a5
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Col. Douglas Van Weelden III accepts the unit colors of the Air 
Traffic Services Command from Brig. Gen. Michael D. Lundy, U.S. 
Army Aviation Center of Excellence and Fort Rucker commanding 
general, June 25 during a change of command ceremony. 

FORT RUCKER WELCOMES NEW COMMAND TEAMS

A centuries-old tradition was carried out on Howze Field 
in a change of command and responsibility ceremony for 
the Squared Away unit June 25.

Lt. Col. John Tucker assumed command from Lt. Col. 
Robert Keeter by the ceremonial passing of the unit colors 
for 1st Battalion, 11th Aviation Regiment.

Command Sgt. Maj. Morris Anderson also assumed re-
sponsibility from Command Sgt. Maj. Paul McGrew.

In his remarks, Col. Jayson Altieri, 110th Aviation Bri-
gade commander, welcomed Tucker and Anderson to the 
Fort Rucker team.

“As fortunate as the battalion was to have (Keeter) as 
the leader these past few years, they are just as lucky to 
have (Tucker) and (Anderson) now taking the controls,” 
he said. “They are no strangers to (U.S Army Aviation 
Center of Excellence) and 110th Aviation Brigade as they 
both bring a wealth of leadership, tactical knowledge and 
experience to this organization. I know the battalion is in 
good hands.”

The colonel commended Keeter and McGrew for their 
dedication to duty and mission during their time as the se-
nior leaders for the unit. 

“They have provided calm, steady leadership critical to 
running this important Aviation operation,” he said. “Their 
teaming has been a cornerstone for the success of USSACE 

and allowed the Fort Rucker team to train the best combat 
Aviators in the world ready to support the Army’s global 
expeditionary mission.”

Altieri then called attention to the fact that as the cer-
emony was being conducted, 1-11th Soldiers were provid-
ing air traffic control services to more than 100 aircraft in 

1st Battalion, 11th Aviation Regiment
By Sara E. Martin
Army Flier Staff Writer
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Lt. Col. John Tucker accepts the unit colors from Col. Jayson Altieri, 
110th Aviation Brigade commander, during a change of command 
ceremony June 25 at Howze Field.

See atSCoM, Page a5

See 1-11th, Page a5



WASHINGTON — Shooting-off fire-
works on Independence Day is becoming 
more hazardous, according to a Consumer 
Product Safety Commission study issued 
June 26.

In 2013, there were eight deaths and an 
estimated 11,400 consumers who sustained 
injuries related to fireworks, the CPSC 
study said. This represents an increase from 
8,700 injuries in 2012. Sixty-five percent, 
or 7,400, of the injuries in 2013 occurred in 
the 30 days surrounding July 4.

Fireworks malfunctions and improper 
use are associated with the most injuries, ac-
cording to the study, which is based on the 
review of fireworks incident reports from 
hospital emergency rooms, death certificate 
files, news clippings and other sources.

Injuries frequently resulted from users 
playing with lit fireworks or igniting fire-
works while holding the device. Consum-
ers also reported injuries related to devices 
that malfunctioned or devices that did not 
work as expected, including injuries due to 
errant flight paths, devices that tipped over 
and blowouts.

“CPSC works year-round to help prevent 
deaths and injuries from legal and illegal 
fireworks,” said CPSC Acting Chairman 
Bob Adler. “We engage the fireworks in-
dustry, monitor incoming fireworks ship-
ments at the ports, and enforce federal safe-
ty rules, so that all Americans have a safe 
Fourth of July.”

Last year, children under age 5 experi-
enced a higher estimated per capita injury 
rate than any other age group, according to 
the study. Past reports indicate that consum-
ers sometimes feel comfortable handing off 
to children fireworks devices perceived to 
be less powerful, such as sparklers and bot-
tle rockets. In 2013, sparklers and rockets 
accounted for more than 40 percent of all 
estimated injuries.

According to the study, fireworks inci-
dents become deadly when banned, profes-
sional and home-manufactured devices are 

involved. In each of the eight fireworks-
related deaths recorded in 2013, the victim 
was manipulating [or was a bystander to 
someone who was handling] a banned, pro-
fessional or home-manufactured device.

CPSC enforces the mandatory fireworks 
requirements in the Federal Hazardous 
Substances Act and the Consumer Prod-
uct Safety Act, by working with the U.S. 
Customs and Border Protection, Alcohol, 
Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives, and 

the U.S. Department of Justice. Together, 
these agencies monitor products entering 
the country, stop illegal use and distribution 
of fireworks and prosecute violators of the 
federal requirements.

CPSC and CBP staff sampled and tested 
a select number of imported fireworks in 
2013. Of those tested, 33 percent were non-
compliant with federal regulations. Viola-
tions most often involved overloaded report 
composition and failure to meet fuse burn-

time requirements. These devices never 
reached the shelves of American stores or 
fireworks stands.

Consumers who decide to purchase legal 
fireworks are urged to take the following 
safety steps.

Make sure the fireworks you want to buy • 
are legal in your area before buying or 
using them.
Never allow young children to play with • 
or ignite fireworks, including sparklers. 
Parents may not realize that young chil-
dren suffer injuries from sparklers. Spar-
klers burn at temperatures of about 2,000 
degrees Fahrenheit – hot enough to melt 
some metals.
Always have an adult close by to super-• 
vise fireworks activities if older children 
are allowed to handle devices.
Avoid buying fireworks that are pack-• 
aged in brown paper, which is often a 
sign that the fireworks were made for 
professional displays and could pose a 
danger to consumers.
Never place any part of your body direct-• 
ly over a fireworks device when lighting 
the fuse. Back up to a safe distance im-
mediately after lighting fireworks.
Keep a bucket of water or a garden hose • 
handy in case of fire or other mishap.
Never try to relight or handle malfunc-• 
tioning fireworks. Soak them with water 
and throw them away.
Never point or throw fireworks at an-• 
other person.
Light fireworks one at a time, then move • 
away from them quickly.
Never carry fireworks in a pocket or • 
shoot them off in metal or glass contain-
ers.
After fireworks complete their burn-• 
ing, douse the spent device with plenty 
of water from a bucket or hose before 
discarding the device to prevent a trash 
fire.
ATF encourages the public to report the 

manufacture or sale of illegal fireworks to 
local law enforcement agencies or to the 
ATF hotline at 1-888-ATF-BOMB (1-888-
283-2662).
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Perspective

Sgt. 1st Class 
Robert Millard, 

ACLC “I am going to hang out with 
my Family next to the pool, 
cook some livestock on the 
grill and drink some adult bev-
erages.”

“My Family plans to attend 
Freedom Fest. We are really 
excited for it this year. And this 
weekend we plan to stay-cation 
and enjoy the pool  and lake.”

“I will be going to Freedom 
Fest. The festival is way better 
on post than anything else off 
post.”

“I will be lazy by staying home 
with the dogs and kids. I might 
head out to Freedom Fest de-
pending how hot it gets.”    

Staff Sgt. 
Timothy Hewitt, 

ACLC

Tammy Doerer,  
Army spouse

Sgt. James Old, 
98th Army Band

The 4th of July is this week. What are 
your plans to celebrate the nation’s 

independence?
“

”

 “I will be traveling home to 
Michigan to attend my 20-year 
class reunion.” 

Staff Sgt. Lani Yearicks,  
98th Army Band

Rotor Wash
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Statement of Publication authorization

The Army Flier is an authorized 
publication for members of the 
Department of Defense. Contents 
of the Army Flier are not necessarily 
the official views of, or endorsed by, 
the U.S. government, or the Depart-
ment of the Army. 

The editorial content of this publica-
tion is the responsibility of the Fort 
Rucker Public Affairs Office. 

Ten thousand copies are published 
weekly by The Dothan Eagle, a private 
company in no way connected with 
the U.S. government under exclu-
sive contract with the Department of 
the Army. 

The appearance of advertising in 
this publication, including inserts or 

supplements, does not constitute 
endorsement by the U.S. Army or 
The Dothan Eagle.

Business matters

For business, advertisements, 
subscriptions or to report printing 
errors, contact The Dothan Eagle, 227 
N. Oates St., Dothan, AL 36303 or 
call (334) 792-3141. 

The Dothan Eagle is responsible for 
all printing matters and commercial 
advertising. 

Deadlines are Friday at 2 p.m. for 
the following week’s edition. 

All editorial content of the Army 
Flier is prepared, edited, provided 
and approved by the Public Affairs 
Office, U.S. Army Aviation Center of 
Excellence and Fort Rucker, AL.

Equal Opportunity Statement

Everything advertised in this pub-
lication shall be made available for 
purchase, use or patronage without 

regard to race, color, religion, sex, 
national origin, age, marital status, 
physical handicap, political affiliation 
or any other non-merit factor of the 
purchaser, user or patron. 

If a violation or rejection of this 
equal opportunity policy by an ad-
vertiser is confirmed, the publisher 
shall refuse to print advertising from 
that source until the violation is 
corrected.

Editorial contacts

Contribute news items or photo-
graphs by contacting the Army Flier, 
Public Affairs Office, U.S. Army 
Aviation Center of Excellence, Fort 
Rucker, AL 36362, or call (334) 
255-2028 or 255-1239; calls to other 
PAO numbers are not normally 
transferable.

If you would like to contact the 
Army Flier by e-mail, please contact 
the editor at jhughes@armyflier.com.

ACE 
suicide 

intervention

Ask your buddy
Have the courage to ask the question, but stay • 
calm.
Ask the question directly. For example, “Are you • 
thinking of killing yourself?”

Care for your buddy
Remove any means that could be used for self-• 

injury.
Calmly control the situation, do not use force.• 
Actively listen to produce relief.• 

Escort your buddy
Never leave your buddy alone.• 
Escort to the chain of command, a chaplain, a behavioral • 
health professional or a primary care provider.

American Forces Press Service
Press Release

Keep it safe: Fireworks dangers increasing

CoNSuMer ProduCt Safety CoMMiSSioN graPhiC



Customer feedback is a way for people 
to stay connected and improve the ser-
vices and products that they care so much 
about, and providing that kind of feedback 
is no different when it comes to improving 
the community that so many Soldiers and 
Families call home.

The ICE Program is a Web-based De-
partment of Defense program that cus-
tomers can use to get information about 
services that are provided by the garrison 
and provide feedback about those services, 
said Kristina Davis, lead management and 
program analyst for the Fort Rucker Plans, 
Analysis and Integration Office.

“It’s important to have a program like 
this because it gives customers a voice and 
it’s a quick and easy way for them to pro-
vide feedback,” she said. “The information 
customers provide … goes immediately to 
the service provider manager.”

The program is used to let service provid-
ers know not only what they might be able 
to improve, but also to praise those who are 
doing their jobs well.

Janice Erdlitz, Directorate of Family, 
Morale, Welfare and Recreation marketing 
director, said that ICE is an important tool 
for providing feedback to improve services 
offered.

“It also serves as a great tool to let man-
agers know about staff members who are 
providing outstanding customer service,” 
she added.

Positive feedback can have a huge boost 
on employee morale, said Erdlitz, and DF-
MWR often uses the ICE program to recog-
nize employees who have received positive 
ICE comments.

The recognition that people get for doing 
a good job doesn’t only come from the or-
ganization or service provider that the em-
ployee works for, but can come from instal-
lation and higher headquarters leadership 
as well, said Davis.

Several front-line staff and managers have 
been awarded with certificates signed by 
the Secretary of Defense for their achieve-
ments in customer driven excellence during 
the Installation of Excellence Recognition 
Ceremony in November, she added.

“The genesis of these awards were com-
ments submitted by customers through 

ICE,” she said.
People can submit feedback anonymous-

ly, but customer service can be better pro-
vided if people sign their names and pro-
vide contact information, said Davis.

“We have a policy for people that request 
contact back from a manager to be contact-
ed within three days,” she said. “If people 
(provide contact information), especially if 
there has been some kind of problem, that 
gives the manager a chance to get more in-
formation… and let the person know what 
the resolution is.”

ICE allows service providers the oppor-
tunity to see how the public views their fa-
cilities, whether good or bad, said Erdlitz.

“Managers can see how patrons are rat-
ing their facility and can look for areas that 
need improvement,” she said. “We hope 

our patrons will use ICE not as a complaint 
tool, but as a positive reward tool to let us 
know what great service they are experi-
encing.”

ICE should not be used to report a crime 
or complain about an individual, added Da-
vis. Comments should focus on service the 
customer has received.

“Quality of life is so important for (the 
Fort Rucker) community, and through ICE, 
(people) can directly affect customer ser-
vice,” said Erdlitz. “We wanted to make 
ICE as convenient as we could for our pa-
trons.”

Some of the services on Fort Rucker, 
such as the bowling center and other MWR 
facilities have computers or kiosks set up 
that are dedicated for use by customers to 
give feedback through ICE.

MWR provides links on their website, 
www.ftruckermwr.com, that go directly to 
ICE for customers to use and provide feed-
back on their services, she added.

In some locations, people can also fill out 
paper ICE cards and give them to a man-
ager.

The Installation Management Command 
standard for customer satisfaction is 90 per-
cent, and Fort Rucker consistently exceeds 
that standard, said Davis.

“I think all the people I work with here 
on the installation really are here for the 
customer,” she said. “Letting them know 
how well they are doing or how they can 
improve is really important.”

To use the ICE system, visit www.rucker.
army.mil and click on the ICE logo or visit 
www.ice.disa.mil.
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Christie Ambler, management analyst for the Plans, Analysis and Integration Office looks at the online Interactive Customer Evaluation website.

The Army’s Human Resources Command recently an-
nounced that the Army Career and Alumni Program has 
changed names effective immediately to Soldier for Life 
Transition Assistance Program. 

This change was announced June 20 by the Gen. Ray-
mond T. Odierno, chief of staff of the Army, to better reflect 
the new direction of Army transition.

Soldiers should not be confused when they call the for-

merly named ACAP Center and hear the voice on the other 
end of the phone responding by the new name. Likewise, 
they should not be confused when they receive a memo or 
email from the newly named agency. The services are not 
changing from what they have been since the inception of 
the Veterans Opportunity to Work Act, which came into ef-
fect in November 2011. The mandated VOW Act require-
ments, timeliness and career readiness standards will also 
remain the same.

Soldiers need to get into a new mindset of once a Soldier, 
always a Soldier. Beginning Oct. 1, a new piece of Army tran-

sition, the Soldier for Life Program, will come into effect and 
Soldiers will begin to be introduced to transition principles 
early on, and at set points throughout their military careers.

Currently, most Soldiers wait until near the end of their 
careers to find out about transition information. The Army 
feels this is too late. The goal is to have all Soldiers prepared 
to transition out of the Army and into a great civilian job, 
regardless of if they stay three or 33 years in the Army. 

For more information on the subject, call the Fort Rucker 
Soldier for Life Center – formerly the ACAP Center – at 255-
2558. 

By Bryan Tharpe
Fort Rucker Soldier for Life Center

News Briefs
Blood drive

LifeSouth Community Blood Centers will host a 
blood drive today from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. in the post ex-
change parking lot. For more information, call 888-795-
2707.

Pharmacy closure
The Lyster Army Health Clinic pharmacy will close 

July 16 and reopen July 21 in its new space inside the 
clinic. 

Retiree ceremony
Fort Rucker will host its quarterly retirement ceremo-

ny July 25 at 2 p.m. in the U.S. Army Aviation. All are 
invited to attend and honor Fort Rucker’s latest retir-
ees.

Opportunity knocks
The following internal positions are available on Fort 

Rucker: Medical Records Technician, GS-0675-04, 
Vacancy No. SCEG140397991146740, with a clos-
ing date of Tuesday; Instructional Systems Specialist, 
GS-1750-11, Vacancy No. SCEG141287601130008, 
with a closing date of Tuesday; Lead Human Resources 
Assistant (Military/OA), GS-0203-07, Vacancy No. 
SCEG141077851134729, with a closing date of Tues-
day; and Human Resources Specialist (Classification, 
Recruitment and Placement), GS-0201-12, Vacancy 
No. SCEG141274261151192, with a closing date of 
Wednesday.

For more, check out www.usajobs.gov.

Marriage 101
Marriage 101, a premarital seminar and training, will 

be held on the second and fourth Tuesdays and Wednes-
days of each month from 1:30-4:30 p.m. at the Spiritual 
Life Center, Bldg. 8939. Marriage 101 is mandatory for 

those wishing to get married at Fort Rucker, according 
to Chaplain (Capt.) Troy D. Allan.

For more information, call 255-3447 or 255-3903.

Thrift shop
The Fort Rucker Thrift Shop is open Wednesdays-

Fridays from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. The thrift shop needs 
people’s unwanted items. People can drop off donations 
at any time in the shed behind the shop (former Armed 
Forces Bank building) located in front of the theater next 
door to the bowling alley. Donations are tax deductible. 

For more information, call 255-9595.

Salad Wednesdays
Fort Rucker Army and Air Force Exchange Service 

restaurants are helping Soldiers and their Families eat 
healthy while saving money with Salad Wednesdays. 
Every Wednesday, guests can take $2 off any salad val-
ued at $4 or more at participating Fort Rucker Exchange 
direct-operated restaurants. Salad Wednesdays are part 
of the exchange’s Operation Be Fit initiative, designed 
to promote health and wellness.  

“Saving money while eating right is good for the 
body – and the wallet,” said the Don Walter Jr., ex-
change main store manager. “The exchange wants to do 
its part by ensuring Soldiers have a selection of good 
food that’s good for them and affordable, too.”    

Besides saving $2 on salads each Wednesday, custom-
ers who pay with their MILITARY STAR® card receive 
an additional 10 percent off at exchange restaurants. 
Exchange restaurants are open to anyone – whether 
military, civil service, contractor or visitor – per Army 
regulations. 

Fire extinguisher servicing
The Fort Rucker Fire Department is unable to pro-

vide people portable fire extinguisher service, but it is 

still able to conduct annual inspections and tag replace-
ments. For six-year maintenance, recharges and hydro-
static testing, there are local businesses that can assist 
people. 

For more information, call 255-3316.

ID card section
Those who need a military or military dependent ID 

card may make an appointment by calling 255-2437 or 
255-2182. Walk-ins are served on a first-come, first-
served basis. People may experience delays in service 
from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. 

Alcoholics Anonymous
Alcoholics Anonymous meets Thursdays at 7 p.m. at 

the Spiritual Life Center, Bldg. 8939, Rm. 38. AA is de-
scribed by chapel officials as a fellowship of men and 
women who share their experience, strength and hope 
with each other so that they may solve their common 
problem and help others to recover from the use of alco-
hol. The program is focused on spirituality and religion, 
having an impact on changing a person’s life. 

For more information, contact the religious support 
office at 255-2989.  

Siren test
The Installation Operations Center conducts a test 

of the emergency mass notification system the first 
Wednesday of each month at 11 a.m. At that time people 
will hear the siren over the giant voice. No actions are 
required.

Retiree council meetings
The Fort Rucker Installation Retiree Council meets 

the first Thursday of each month in The Landing at 
11:30 a.m. The meeting is an open forum and all retirees 
are invited to attend.

Army changes transition assistance program name

Moving forward

Customer feedback drives Fort Rucker services 
By Nathan Pfau
Army Flier Staff Writer
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JOINT BASE MYER-
HENDERSON HALL, Va. 
— On a summer evening in 
the national capital region, 
the Army’s top enlisted 
adviser honored a special 
group of men and women 
who have worn the uni-
form.

Sgt. Maj. of the Army 
Raymond F. Chandler III 
hosted a Twilight Tattoo, 
an hour-long, live-action 
military pageant, June 25 
in honor of non-commis-
sioned officers.

NCOs are truly the 
“backbone of the Army” 
and have served the nation 
with distinction and honor, 
Chandler said.

“In its darkest times and 
its brightest times, it’s been 
a non-commissioned of-
ficer who has been at the 
forefront of everything 
that we’ve asked our na-
tion to do, our Army to do, 
over the past 239 years,” he 
said.

He said the Army has 
faced “challenging times 
over the last 13 years,” since 
9/11. NCOs have been the 
most-deployed segment of 
the Army in that timeframe, 
he said, with an average of 
3.5 deployments.

The Twilight Tattoo is a 
popular Army program that 
features Soldiers from the 
3d U.S. Infantry Regiment 
(The Old Guard) and the 
U.S. Army Band “Persh-
ing’s Own.”

NCOs are the “glue for 
our Army and are the key 
to our success,” he said. 

The Army, Chandler 
said, would not be the 
strongest fighting force in 
the world if it were not for 
the NCOs.

The Twilight Tattoo, 
which was open to the 
public, provided attendees 
a history of the Army and 
reminded them of the ser-
vice and sacrifice of service 
members, Chandler said.

At a reception before the 
tattoo, Chandler thanked all 
the guests, including NCOs 
past and present, who at-
tended the night’s events.

Four Korean War veter-
ans, Donald Allen, Richard 
Briscoe, Herculano Dias, 
and Winston Jackson, were 
among the distinguished 
guests. They served with 
the 2nd Ranger Infantry 
Company (Airborne), a 
segregated, all-black Rang-
er unit.

“Gentlemen, you honor 
us with your presence,” 
Chandler said.

The former Rangers, 
who live in the Washing-
ton, D.C., area, took time to 
greet guests and share their 
Army experiences.

“There are four of us 
here today who served in 
Korea with the 2nd Air-
borne Ranger Company. 
We were the first and only 
all-black Airborne Ranger 
outfit in the whole United 
States Army,” said Dias.

“We were the only all-
black Ranger outfit to make 
a combat jump. We jumped 
March 23, 1951, in a place 
called Munsan-Ni, Korea,” 
said Dias, a sergeant who 
served four years.

Allen, a retired first ser-
geant, said he would give 
today’s Soldiers the same 
advice he gives his grand-
son, a Marine.

“Do the best that you can 
in everything,” Allen said. 
“Don’t let anybody beat 
you doing anything. Be the 
best Soldier, shoot the rifle 
best, drill the best and work 
hard at it. If you work hard, 
you’ll be alright.”

Robert Griffin Jr. and 

wife, Jacqueline Griffin, 
both served as NCOs in 
the Army. The two are the 
parents of three children, 
including Washington Red-
skins’ quarterback Robert 
Griffin III. They said their 
entire Family benefited 
from their own experiences 
as NCOs.

“We just went in with a 
spirit of ‘we were going to 
make the best of our Army 
careers,’ and we loved it,” 
said Jacqueline, who left 
the Army as a sergeant 
with 12 years of service. 
“Our children were totally 
blessed by our Army expe-
rience, and the instruction 
and discipline and all the 
stuff that goes along with 
it.”

Their only son, nick-
named “RGIII,” is proud to 
have grown up in a military 
Family, she said.

“He talks about it con-
stantly, that he appreciates 
the sacrifices that the men 
and women in the military 
make for the country,” she 
said. “He appreciates the 
sacrifices that we made 
and what it taught him. He 
loves being a military kid.”

Robert Jr., who retired 
in 2003 as a staff sergeant, 
said being an NCO had a 
“powerful impact” in shap-
ing and influencing the 
Family, and had a positive 
influence on friends and 
their Families, as well.

NCOs are a critical com-
ponent of the force, he 
said.

“You need that vital link 
between the leadership who 
are making policies and the 
personnel who are actu-
ally enforcing the policies 
to develop, train and shape 
our military,” he said.

In addition to Army 
members, Chandler also 
noted the attendance of two 
top enlisted advisers from 
other military branches: 
Master Chief Petty Officer 
of the Coast Guard Steven 
Cantrell, who became the 
Coast Guard’s top enlisted 
adviser in May; and Marine 
Sgt. Maj. Bryan Battaglia, 
the senior enlisted adviser 
to the chairman of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff.

At the event, the 
distinguished guests, 
veterans from all branches, 
and visiting school groups 
were recognized to the 
applause of the crowd. 
The event, which was held 
indoors instead of on a parade 
field due to the threat of bad 
weather, saw an auditorium 
filled with spectators to see 
the pageantry and ceremony 
of the Army tradition.

By Lisa Ferdinando
Army News Service

SMA honors NCOs at Twilight Tattoo 

Photo by LiSa ferdiNaNdo

Spectators at the Twilight Tattoo, at Joint Base Myer-Henderson Hall, Va., June 25, saw the story of the Army told through period battle scenes, musical performances and 
precision moves of Old Guard Soldiers.

*R Rated Films, one must be 17 or with parent*

CLARK THEATRES
ENTERPRISE

Web Site: www.hollywoodconnector.com
MOVIE INFO 24/7 - 347-2531
ACTIVE DUTY SERVICE MEMBER DISCOUNT

(WITH ACTIVE MILITARY ID ) + 1 Guest
JULY 2 - JULY 10, 2014

College Cinema • enterprise

I EARTH TO ECHO - PG
2:10, 4:10, 7:10 & 9:10

II TAMMY - R
2:00, 4:10, 7:00 & 9:10

III DELIVER US FROM EVIL - R
1:30, 4:00, 7:00 & 9:30

IV JERSEY BOYS - R
4:00 & 9:15
HOW TO TRAIN YOUR
DRAGON 2 - PG
1:45 & 7:00

I TRANSFORMERS - PG13
Age of Extinction - 3D
1:00, 4:10 & 7:30

II THINK LIKE A
MAN TOO - PG13
1:00, 4:10, 7:00 & 9:50

III TRANSFORMERS - PG13
Age of Extinction - 2D
1:00, 3:10, 7:00 & 9:15

Westgate Center Enterprise Information
334-347-2531

enterprise shopping Center
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Wednesday Kiddee Matinee
July 9, 9:30 AM - "Chicken Run" - G

The Twilight Tattoo traces its history back 
more than 300 years ago, when British troops 
were summoned out of the pubs by a bugle and 
drum call. The familiar tune told tavern owners 
it was time to turn off the taps and troops knew 
it was time to return to the barracks.

The modern-day call is known as tattoo. Dur-

ing basic training, the call signals the time to 
quiet down and hit the bunks.

The Military District of Washington’s 
Twilight Tattoo can be traced to pre-World 
War II, when the 3rd Cavalry Regiment staged 
military shows on Fort Myer to showcase its 
capabilities.

Backbone of Army

Distinguished guests at the Twilight Tattoo June 25 at Joint Base Myer-Henderson Hall, Va., included Korean War veterans, left to right, 
Donald Allen, Winston Jackson, Herculano Dias, and Richard Briscoe. They served with the 2nd Ranger Infantry Company (Airborne), a seg-
regated, all-black Ranger unit.

BACKGROUND: Twilight Tattoo

Spectators at the Twilight Tattoo, at Joint Base Myer-Henderson Hall, Va., June 25, saw the story of 
the Army told through period battle scenes, musical performances, and precision moves of Old Guard 
Soldiers.



knows how to maximize the performance of large organi-
zations and he’s passionate,” all qualities that Lundy be-
lieves are essential to his job as deputy to the commanding 
general.

Hall, who is a retired colonel, comes to Fort Rucker from 
his most recent assignment as the director of resources in 
the Office of the Assistant Chief of Staff for Installation 
Management, where he was responsible for oversight, 
management and execution of requirements development 
for all installation management programs for Army instal-
lations.

His career as an Army leader spans nearly 40 years as 

both an active-duty Soldier and as a civilian employee, and 
past assignments include serving as the director of Installa-
tion Management Command for the Northeast Region, as 
well as facilitating the establishment of the IMCOM Eu-
rope Region.

“We’re glad to finally have you (and your wife) on board, 
and I’m fully confident that you’re going to find this to be 
the most rewarding assignment of your career,” said Lundy. 
“There’s no better place to live or serve, and I can tell you 
that these great communities that surround us are peerless 
in the support that they give.

“They truly love their Soldiers and DA civilians, and it 
shows everyday,” he continued. “You’re going to find that 
the USAACE workforce, whether they’re in the Army Avi-

ation Center of Excellence or all the other supporting agen-
cies that we have … you’re going to find that they truly live 
our motto and are above the best.”

Hall thanked Lundy for the opportunity to bring his 
wealth of experience to Fort Rucker and said he’s excited 
at the prospect of working so closely with the community.

“Thank you for your trust and confidence in selecting 
me,” he said to the general. “It is truly an honor and priv-
ilege to serve, and to serve the great communities in the 
Wiregrass.

“I look forward to working very hard in the future,” con-
tinued Hall. “We are under some austere times as we make 
some budgetary changes, but that just means that leaders 
step up and make tough decisions, look forward and be for-

be considered chaos at the start 
and conclusion of every mission 
that Army Aviation executes,” he 
said, adding that he knows Shenk 
is very proud of this team and 
these Soldiers. 

“Mike is a humble, profes-
sional leader that always leads by 
example. Thanks for all you have 
done … you set the bar high. You 
made a lasting impression on 
these Soldiers and our Army,” he 

said. “I know after you leave to-
day … and pull through the gates 
of the home of Army Aviation 
… you will have a hole in your 
heart. But take comfort, you are 
handing the controls to another 
superb commander and he will 
take great care of these Soldiers 
and their Families.”

Shenk extended his best wishes 
to Van Weelden, adding he hopes 
Van Weelden finds command to 
be very rewarding and that he 
enjoys the relationships he will 

build with the Soldiers and civil-
ians.

Van Weelden thanked Shenk 
for a “very” warm welcome dur-
ing the transition, and wished 
him well in retirement. 

“You are a (true) professional 
whose caring concern is evident 
in the magnificent organization 
and legacy you have left,” he 
said. 

The new commander said he is 
excited to become a member of 
the 164th TAOG and ATSCOM 

teams. 
“The professional and exem-

plary reputation of these teams is 
a direct reflection of the caliber 
of its leaders, Soldiers and civil-
ian members,” he said. “I look 
forward to being a part of such 
an outstanding team as we face 
future challenges and find oppor-
tunities.” 

Van Weelden said he was ab-
solutely thrilled to be back in the 
Wiregrass, adding that he was 
last here in 1998. 

“This is a great community 
and a great post, I am very happy 
to be back. I was very surprised 
when I was told I would be tak-
ing command,” he continued. “It 
is such an honor to be selected 
for command, especially at this 
level. We are getting into the time 
where there is going to be a lot 
of challenges and a lot of change, 
but the beauty of that is it takes 
great Soldiers and leaders to get 
through it. I am looking forward 
to it.”

the spring of 1990 that I would someday 
be back here for a full tour of duty,” said 
Wheeler. “(My Family and I) are absolutely 
thrilled to make Fort Rucker our home and 
I’m honored to be part of such a great post, 
and humbled to take command of such a 
high performing unit.”

That high-performing unit isn’t made up 
of just leaders, but everyone on the Lyster 
team, said Keenan.

“When we talk about (Lyster Army 
Health Clinic), we’re not just talking about 
Laterza and the phenomenal job that he’s 
accomplished in the last two years,” she 

said. “We’re talking about … all the peo-
ple that (work at Lyster). It’s the team that 
makes Lyster. 

“It’s not the building, it’s not the bricks or 
the mortars – it’s the team,” she continued. 
“What a difference they have made in tak-
ing care of America’s sons and daughters.”

That excellence not only shows in the 
community, but resounds across all of 
MEDCOM, with LAHC ranking No. 1 out 
of all hospitals and clinics, said the gen-
eral.

“Lyster is No. 1 and it’s because of the 
phenomenal care they give,” she said. 
“That’s to 17,000 beneficiaries. They take 
care of their own every single day, and it’s 

that difference Jim Laterza and his staff has 
made here. It’s that leadership where he in-
spires his staff to do more every day. When 
we look at that in Army medicine, we look 
at what we can do to improve care.”

Wheeler recognized Laterza’s excellent 
leadership and said he will do what he can 
to continue that excellence.

“You have outperformed every medical 
treatment facility in the southern region for 
15 months running,” he said to Laterza and 
the LAHC staff.  “Clearly there’s no chal-
lenge too difficult to tackle and overcome 
with excellence ... and I clearly have huge 
boots to fill.”

 “Today, it’s my great honor to stand be-

fore you and relinquish command to Col. 
Gary Wheeler,” said Laterza during the cer-
emony. “Many have asked me if I’m ready 
to go … and there are so many more things 
that I think I could do in the pursuit of ex-
cellence, but I know that the pursuit of ex-
cellence is not mine alone.

“I’m excited for Colonel Wheeler, his 
wife, Wendy, and his Family, as they inherit 
a great organization – one I love – and be-
come members of this tremendous commu-
nity,” he said.

Laterza will go on to serve as the Europe-
an Medical Command chief of staff where 
he said he hopes to continue to help provide 
the best patient-centered care.

the 83,000 square kilometers of 
airspace over Fort Rucker and the 
surrounding communities. 

Finishing his remarks, Altieri 
said that he wishes the best for 
Keeter and McGrew.

“Keeter is a confident, passion-
ate, mission-focused and selfless 
leader. The confidence he placed 

on his team allowed the 1-11th of-
ficers, Soldiers and Department of 
the Army civilians to operate one 
Army stagefield, four Army heli-
ports, one civilian airfield, and 14 
stagefields safely and effectively,” 
he concluded.

The incoming commander said 
he appreciated all the help he’s 
received from Keeter in making 
a smooth transition, adding that 

the outgoing commander had 
been extremely gracious and fully 
transparent.

“To all the Soldiers, (Ander-
son) and I are looking forward 
to serving with you,” he began, 
saying they both are eager for the 
challenge. “During our watch, 
you will also be challenged to 
hone your own craft as you train 
to become the world’s best air 

traffic control experts.”
Tucker continued by saying 

that the opportunity to command 
occurred because of all the lead-
ers who coached, developed and 
mentored him over the past 22 
years.

Tucker has been stationed at Fort 
Rucker since 2008, minus a one-
year deployment to Afghanistan in 
2010, and said that it is awesome 

that he is taking command.
“It is a great feeling, and I never 

thought I would ever have this op-
portunity. I am very humbled,” 
he said. “I am looking forward to 
serving our Soldiers. I just want 
the Soldiers to be the best air traf-
fic controllers they possibly can, 
and that is my challenge – to pro-
vide that training to make them 
better.”
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Ron Davis | 334-671-1726
4177 Montgomer y Highway • Dothan

REAL. LOCAL. SAVINGS.
See how much you could save on car insurance today.

NowOffering Life
Insurance

Grand Opening Special
Rent for 3 Months

get the
Brand
New

Temperature
&

Humidity
Controlled

Units:
• 10x10
• 10x15

Call for Information

334-347-0049

Village Heights Storage

USAACE: Hall honored to serve Rucker community
Continued from Page A1

ATSCOM: Leaders saluted for professional reputation
Continued from Page A1

Lyster: Speakers laud facility’s staff, level of care
Continued from Page A1

1-11th: Commander credits mentors for success
Continued from Page A1
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REAL ESTATE SHOWCASE

BILLY COTTER
CONSTRUCTION, INC.
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Smarter Savings. Bolder Exposure. Faster Results.

Waving the RED, WHITE & BLUE... in honor of YOU
BUY. SELL. BUILD. RENT.

Become
a fan on
Facebook

334-347-0048
531 Boll Weevil CircleEach Office is Independently Owned and Operated

View more pictures
of these homes at

4 BEDROOM WITH POOL &
SCREENED PORCH

HOSTED BY
AGNES KARVONEN

406-9752
agnes@

c21regencyrealty.com

&
OPEN SATURDAY

JULY 5
10:00AM - 2:00PM

OPEN SUNDAY
JULY 6

1:00PM - 4:00PM

Become
a fan on
Facebook

334-347-0048
531 Boll Weevil CircleEach Office is Independently Owned and Operated

View more pictures
of these homes at

NEW LISTING

102 LINDA ~ $145,000: This is a very spacious home with 3 living areas, a very
large activity room, a lot of space & the yards are private & perfect for gatherings.
FRAN & DON KALTENBAUGH 790-5973

NEW LISTING

408 DOUGLAS BROWN ~ $121,900: Call this HOME! Everything has been kept
up on this home with upgrades over the years to include roof, windows, kitchen,
flooring & a laundry room added on. Pull up in to your garage & you still have
additional parking & a patio from which you can go through the new French doors
to the kitchen/den area. Great for entertaining as you have 2 living areas & with
the galley kitchen, you can walk in either direction. MAKE YOUR APPOINTMENT
TODAY, JUST GIVE US A CALL. EVELYN HITCH 406-3436

NEW LISTING

181 COUNTY ROAD 680 ~ $259,000: Beautiful home on 2.3± acre lot. Huge &
gorgeous screened & covered back patio looks out onto a large wooded backyard.
Current owners have created a nice walking trail through the woods. If country living
& privacy is what you are looking for, then this house is perfect! The floor plan is
great for everyday living & entertaining. There's plenty of room for a large family or
lots of guests. The den could easily be used for a 4TH bedroom if needed. SCHEDULE
AN APPOITMENT TO VIEW THIS LOVELY HOME TODAY. ROBIN FOY 389-4410

NEW CONSTRUCTION ~ READY NOW!

248 JASMINE CIRCLE: Convenient to schools, shopping, golf, restaurants &
minutes from Ft Rucker. Hardwood in kitchen, foyer & grand room. Security system,
stainless appliances, natural gas heat/cooking/water heater, low E windows,
irrigation system, 2" faux wood blinds, framed mirrors in bathroom & tray ceiling in
grandroom, fenced. (Maple Leaf Plan) Century 21 347-0048

NEW CONSTRUCTION ~ 4 BEDROOM

504 RIVERWOOD ~ $249,800: Under construction in Sommer Brooke: 4BR/2BA,
stainless steel appliances, hardwood, carpet, tile, low E windows & sprinkler system.
Owner is licensed residential home builder & REALTOR in the state of Alabama.
BILLY COTTER CONSTRUCTION 347-2600

1-yr Tartan
Pines Golf

Course
membership
included with

accepted offer!

Become
a fan on
Facebook

334-347-0048
531 Boll Weevil CircleEach Office is Independently Owned and Operated

View more pictures
of these homes at

$134,900

100 KINNON: Updated home in an established neighborhood convenient to Hillcrest
Elementary & Dauphin Jr. High. Over 2,200 sq ft, 4BR/2BA, a great updated kitchen
with pull-out pantry & granite countertops. Island can be repositioned as you choose.
Living room being used as dining room & eat-in kitchen has room for table & chairs
also. 1-car garage has been enclosed for playroom & storage & can be easily
converted back into a garage. Wonderful, cozy family room with wood burning
fireplace. 2-story barn has electricity & is plumbed for a bathroom. New roof in 2008.
JAN SAWYER 406-2393

4 BEDROOMS

112 MAGNOLIA ~ $161,000: Large home, ready to occupy, 4BR/2.5 BA, 2-story,
den in lower level makes you feel at home. Deck on back, trees. Very nice home
backs up to trees. Convenient to schools. ANGIE GOODMAN 464-7869

4 BEROOMS

279 TRENT: $196,000: Great price on 4BR/3BA so conveniently located to Enterprise &
Ft Rucker. Large 4TH bedroom & 3rd bath are split from the other 3 bedrooms making it
the perfect in-law suite or teenager’s retreat. Kitchen has oak cabinets, solid surface
countertops, new refrigerator, new microwave hood & a pantry. Lovely tiffany style
lighting in the breakfast room. Backyard is private, has a covered patio & storage shed.
MARY JONES 790-2933

$119,500 ~ RENOVATED

510 WEST COLLEGE: Located in a historic neighborhood on an extra-large corner
lot, this adorable home is like new! Completely renovated in 2008 it has 3BR/2BA &
walk-in closets. TEXT TERRI 406-2072

$39,900 ~ 6.1± ACRES

911 DALEVILLE AVENUE: This is a lovely 6.1 acre lot of an estate. Partially cleared. Lots
of possibilities. Possible commercial if rezoned. Located near Daleville Avenue & Ouida
Intersection. DEBBIE SUNBROCK 406-9079
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Armywide
CUTTING EDGE

FORT EUSTIS, Va. – The Army is 
evolving its current Integrated Train-
ing Environment into a single synthetic 
training environment that combines con-
structive, gaming and virtual systems to 
provide challenging exercises efficiently 
at the point of need.

Army officials discussed the Future 
Holistic Training Environment – Live/
Synthetic at the Training and Education 
2025 and Beyond Industry Forum, held 
June 18-19 at Fort Eustis. At the forum, 
Army officials discussed future capa-
bilities, and training and education gaps 
with defense industry representatives.

Currently, the Army is fielding the 
Live, Virtual, Constructive-Integrating 
Architecture to bring current training 
systems together to create an Integrat-
ed Training Environment. The Future 
Holistic Training Environment-Live/
Synthetic would provide additional ca-
pabilities. 

“The new environment will collapse 
constructive, virtual and gaming capa-
bilities into one synthetic environment 
that can be coupled with live training,” 
said Col. John Janiszewski, director of 
the National Simulation Center, at Fort 
Leavenworth, Kan. “It will allow com-
manders to incorporate the plan, pre-
pare, execute and assess steps of unit 
training management into multi-echelon 
training exercises.”

Janiszewski led a panel discussion 

about capabilities the new training envi-
ronment will need. 

A convergence of virtual, construc-• 
tive, and gaming environments with 
augmented reality into a single syn-
thetic environment to link with live 
training. This will increase the real-
ism of live training, and reduce de-
pendency on brick-and-mortar train-
ing sites. 
A single environment that encapsu-• 
lates land, sea, air, space and cyber. 
This will support regionally aligned 
forces and missions. 
Artificial intelligence to replicate • 

operational complexity and uncer-
tainty. This will lower costs by re-
placing some human role players 
with avatars.
Automated tools and intelligent tu-• 
tors to provide a holistic training 
common operational picture. This 
adds mentors, teachers and coaches 
without the costs.
After-action review and assessment • 
tools that are linked to execution 
outcomes, assist unit readiness 
reporting and provide lessons learned. 

By Mike Casey
Combined Arms Center-Training

Army training, technology evolving

A 1st Armored Division Soldier trains on the Aviation Combined Arms Tactical Trainer at Fort Bliss, 
Texas. 

Photo by Mike Casey

Jeff Monken, new head coach of the Army football team, and Lt. Gen. Robert L. Caslen, superintendent of the U.S. Military Academy (right), sit in the seats 
of an Apache helicopter at Kandahar Airfield, Afghanistan, June 18. The visit informed Monken about where his players go after they graduate West Point 
and gave him the opportunity to meet with former West Point cadets. 

Photo by sPC. ariel J. soloMon 

Huddle up

KANDAHAR AIRFIELD, Afghanistan – An 
allied trade specialist with Task Force Bellator  at 
Kandahar uses his creativity not only to enhance 
his unit’s mission effectiveness, but also to raise 
his morale.

Army Sgt. Marshall R. Meeks enlisted as a 
metal worker in 2006. As the Army transitioned, 
his military occupational specialty was combined 
with the machinist specialty to produce more ver-
satile Soldiers.

Meeks, a San Antonio native, said he enlisted as 
a way to expand on abilities he had developed in 
his civilian life. “I used to be a mechanic, [used to] 
build houses, and was a freelance contractor,” he 
said. “I joined the Army to be a welder.”

Now serving on his third deployment, Meeks 
transitioned from supporting ground units most 
of his career to supporting Aviation with the 16th 
Combat Aviation Brigade. His ability to weld, 
mold and create products from scratch makes him 
a highly sought commodity among the unit’s lo-
gisticians, mechanics, crew chiefs, pilots and se-
nior leaders.

“Being in a welding shop is a real spotlight,” 
he said. “A lot of people get you to build a lot of 
different stuff. They will give me a blueprint with 
tolerances. As long as you make it to that print, 
then you are good to go.”

Meeks assisted Soldiers in his support battalion 
by building a cart to carry Hellfire missiles and 
their cases, which weigh almost 250 pounds each. 

Moving each case used to require four Soldiers 
carrying it, but now the task requires just one Sol-
dier rolling a cart.

Meeks said that on a previous deployment, he 
was shown a picture of a missile cart, but it carried 
only the missile and not the case. 

“I made one so the whole [case] fits in there,” 
he said. “You can just take the top off … and have 
the bottom half roll under the wing of the [heli-
copter].”

When Meeks is not making something for mis-
sions, he is turning his military trade into a hobby. 
In the middle of a work area filled with blowtorch-
es, welding helmets and scrap metal stands an ar-
ray of animal figurines made from leftover metal 
that otherwise would be thrown away after a job.

Meeks said he and other Soldiers in his shop 
were off work one day and decided the scraps 
could be made into things worth keeping. He now 
uses the shop’s scraps and his imagination to make 
the figurines out of what would be junk.

Meanwhile, Meeks continues to build his fu-
ture.

“My next big goal is to finish my schooling,” he 
said, noting that he has accumulated 28 semester 
hours in engineering and welding science.

With 12-hour work days, constant requests for 
missions and a continuation of bettering himself, 
Meeks said, he has found a way to create an en-
vironment that enables individuality within the 
confines of the unit.

“You can make anything you want as long as 
you have imagination and the will to do it,” he 
said.

By Army Spc. Reginald M. Graham Jr.
16th Combat Aviation Brigade

Army Sgt. Marshall R. Meeks prepares pieces he will use to make a cart to transport heavy 
equipment at Kandahar Airfield, Afghanistan, June 7. 

Photo by staff sgt. bryan lewis 

Face of Defense: Soldier’s creativity benefits mission

see teChnology, Page b4

FORT HOOD, Texas – On a hot Texas 
day, the helicopter hovered like an eagle 
searching for its prey. 

A set of targets pop up in the distance. 
The door gunner of the UH-60 Black 
Hawk identifies the threat, calls out direc-
tion, distance and description. The noise 
coming from the M240H machine gun is 
deafening as the door gunner engages the 
targets.

Soldiers from 3rd Squadron (Assault), 
227th Aviation Regiment, Air Cavalry 
Brigade, 1st Cavalry Division on Fort 
Hood took to the skies and qualified on 
the weapons system of the helicopter. 

Soldiers have to engage vehicle and 
man-size targets. They do this from in-
side of a helicopter – no easy task.

This series of qualifications is for the 
crew chiefs. They qualify so they can 
train other Soldiers in proper operation of 
the helicopter’s weapon systems.

“Targets are hard to hit when you are 
shooting from a helicopter moving at 70 
knots,” said Sgt. John Flores, a flight in-
structor and crew chief for the squadron.

“To qualify, the gunners have to hit 
a series of targets from 150 to 800 me-
ters away,” said Staff Sgt. Joel Redman, 
the squadron standardization instructor. 
“They have to hit the targets as the he-
licopter hovers and as the helicopter is 
moving.”

The process is again repeated during the 
night with the aid of night vision goggles. 
If the gunners are able to pass seven of 
their 10 passes they are considered quali-
fied with the M240H weapons system.

The machine gun is up to the task. It is 
a modified version of the Army’s M240B, 
a 7.62 mm, automatic machine gun. It 
is accurate to a range of 1,100 meters 
for area targets, vehicles and buildings, 
and 800 meters for point targets, enemy 

see sky, Page b4

from the sky
By Spc. Alex Skripnichuk
7th Mobile Public Affairs Detachment

Sgt. Matthew Arambula, a crew chief for the 3rd 
Squadron (Assault), 227th Aviation Regiment, Air 
Cavalry Brigade, 1st Cavalry Division on Fort Hood, 
readies to fire the M240H during his qualification. 

Photo by sPC. alex skriPniChuk 

SHOOTING
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

CEMETERY LOTS & RELATED

MERCHANDISE
GUNS

HEALTH PRODUCTS

JEWELRY & WATCHES

MISCELLANEOUS FOR SALE

PETS & ANIMALS

CATS

DOGS

FARMER’S MARKET

FARM & DAIRY EQUIPMENT

FRESH PRODUCE

FRESH PRODUCE

HAY & GRAIN

PASTURES & STALLS

SEEDS & PLANTS

WANTED - FARM & GARDEN

EMPLOYMENT
INSTALLATION & MAINTENANCE

HEALTHCARE

GENERAL EMPLOYMENT

EDUCATION
& INSTRUCTION

SCHOOLS & INSTRUCTION

RESIDENTIAL
REAL ESTATE FOR SALE
HOMES FOR SALE

RECREATION
BOATS

CAMPERS & TRAVEL TRAILERS

MOTOR HOMES & RVS

RVS & CAMPERS WANTED

TRANSPORTATION

ANTIQUE & CLASSIC VEHICLES

AUTOS FOR SALE

NEED TO
PLACE AN AD?

It’s simple, call one of our friendly
Classified representatives

and they will be glad to assist you.

IT’S AS EASY AS
1. CALL

2. PLACE YOUR AD
3. GET RESULTS

Gardens of Memory
Plot location #2 space #Peace II 45C2
6200 Hwy. 431 N. Headland, AL 36345
$1400. 913-334-6949 GREAT LOCATION
or call : 334-792-6995 Price Reduced !!!

ûü GUN SHOW üû
July 5th & 6th

* National Peanut Festival Building *
Hwy 231 S. Dothan, Alabama
* Over 275 Tables *
Sat. 9-5 ∂ Sun. 10-4
Call 334-279-9895

DIABETIC TEST STRIPS
NEEDED I BUY SEALED/
UNEXPIRED BOXES

CALL BOB (334) 219-4697
OR (850) 710-0189

Wanted: Old Coins, Gold,
Diamonds, Guns, And Tools

West Main Jewelry & Loan 334-671-1440.

Baby Things Store
"Like Us" On Facebook - Buy & Sell
Swings, Cribs, Fomula, Toys & Clothes
1330 Hartford Hwy Ste 1, Dothan 334-794-6692

Kittens - Free to good homes. Contact me at
334 248-3601

Playful Male Kittens are 12 weeks old and have
had all shots. Sweet young female already
spayed also available. Inside only. Litter
box trained. Free to approved good home.
334-237-1785

CKC Pekapoo pups 8 wks. old Shots &
Wormed $250. CASH 334-596-5616.

PUPPY SALE !!
Malti-poo female $350. and taking deposits on
Yorkie mixes & Jap. Chin $250. 334-718-4886

33" Rotor Tiller cat 1 3 point hitch, sold for
$1190. will consider any resonable offer,
less the ½ hour on it. 334-308-1016.

APLIN FARMS
Tomatoes µ Peas µ Squash
µ Cucumber µ Okra

µ Sweet Corn µ Zucchini
Open Mon-Sat

( 7am-6pm )
r 334-792-6362 q
2729 N. Co Rd 49 N

CreekWater Blueberry Farms
U-Pick $8. Gallon

334-406-4405 or 334-588-2708
Hartford - 2 mi. from 4-way stop
3354 E. Co. Rd. 16 Follow Signs

M & M Produce - 334-237-4469
Co. Rd. 34 Ozark, AL

Tomatoes, sweet corn, garlic,
squash, onion, cucumber,
okra, watermelon & more!

r Naturally Grown Blueberries q
U-Pick or I-Pick or We-Pick
334-714-4703 Located 52 W

3.3 mi. from circle turn (R) Look for signs.
All you can eat while picking in the field

Now Open Jackson Farms
Grand Ridge, Florida
U-Pick Tomatoes

Bring your own bucket! 7 days a week.
r 850-592-5579 q

SAWYER’S PRODUCE
HAS FRESH HOME GROWN PRODUCE

HOME GROWN, FRESH

Vine Ripe Tomatoes & other
fresh vegetables
All Farm Fresh!

220 W. Hwy 52 Malvern
∂ 334-793-6690 ∂

Slocomb Tomatoes!
Hendrix Farm Produce
Hwy. 52 Slocomb

r 334-726-7646 q
SNELL FARMS - SKIPPERVILLE, AL
∂ Pea’s - White, Pink Eye, Zipper
∂ Butter Beans ∂ Okra ∂ Tomatoes

∂ Watermelons ∂ Sweet Corn ∂ Squash
∂ Green Peanuts Call 334-733-6489

O U-Pick Blueberries $7. per gallon
3 Clean Acres Big Bushes and Big Berries
Hwy 52 between Samson & Geneva at
caution light turn (S) on Co. Rd. 65

r Follow Signs Haynes Berry Patch
Call 334-684-2706

U Pick or We Pick
Tomatoes
James Bedsole
334-886-2291
or 334-726-5895

CLOSED ON SUNDAY

r Bahia seed for sale q
Excellent germination with over 40 yrs

experience. Kendall Cooper
Call 334-703-0978, 334-775-3423,

or 334-775-3749 Ext. 102

MADDOX FARMS
Beautiful Bermuda Coastal Hay
r Round Rolls $50 r Square $5

Paso Fino Horses for Sale
Call 334-791-0023

MADDOX FARMS
∂ Horse Boarding
(barn or pastures)
∂ Beautiful Trails
∂ Excellent Care

r Also Paso Fino Horses FOR SALE
Call 334-791-0023 or 334-791-7312

BIG TREES
12 ft.tall 30 gal.
containers

$49.95 ea. 10 or
more $39.95
Live Oaks

& Crape Myrtle
By appointment

r 334-692-3695

Buying Pine / Hardwood in
your area.

No tract too small / Custom Thinning
Call Pea River Timber
r 334-389-2003 q

THE CITY OF ENTERPRISE
IS ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS
FOR THE POSITION OF:

Building and Grounds
Maintenance Worker II:

Summary: The employee is responsible for
the maintenance of parks and recreation
grounds including playing fields. Operates
equipment and participates in the

preparation and maintenance of fields for
seasonal sports. Also ensures park

grounds are maintained. Supervises the
work of assigned employee to assist with
grounds maintenance activities. Assists
with special events and performs other

duties as assigned.

Starting Salary: $10.18/HR

OPENING DATE:
June 30, 2014
CLOSING DATE:
July 14, 2014

To apply visit: www.cityofenterprise.net

HUMAN RESOURCES, CITY OF ENTERPRISE
CITY HALL, 501 S MAIN ST. ENTERPRISE,

AL. M-F, 7:30 - 4:30 EOE

is now seeking caring motivated
individuals to join our team in
providing the "BEST" healthcare
services for our residents.

NOW HIRING
± LPN’s - FT & PT
(3-11) & (11-7)
BENEFITS INCLUDE:

∂ Above Average Wages
∂ BC/BS Health & Dental Insurance

∂ In-house Training.

Please Apply in Person
Monday and Wednesday
312 Bryan Drive, Ozark, AL
adjacent to Lake Lisenby
Call 334-774-2561 E.O.E

THE CITY OF ENTERPRISE
IS ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS
FOR THE POSITION OF:

Service Worker I -
Part-Time:

Summary: Performs water line service,
maintenance and installation; determines
location leaks, breaks and takes appropri-
ate action; installs new service lines and
meters.
Requirements: high school diploma or
equivalent and work related experience
however, any combination of education
and experience which provide the qualifi-
cations listed above will be considered.
Possess a valid Alabama driver’s license.
Ability to work nonstandard hours, over-
time, nights and weekends as needed;
meet physical standards which include
drug and alcohol testing.

Starting Salary: $10.18/HR

OPENING DATE:
June 30, 2014
CLOSING DATE:
July 14, 2014

To apply, Return Completed Application to:
HUMAN RESOURCES, CITY OF ENTERPRISE
CITY HALL, 501 S MAIN ST. ENTERPRISE,

AL. M-F, 7:30 - 4:30 EOE

Look ahead to your
future! Start training
for a new career in
Medical Assisting,
Medical Office Admin.,
Pharmacy Technology,

& HVAC!
Call Fortis College 855-445-3276

For consumer info: visit www.fortis.edu

û 3/2 Lease to purchase in Ozark. 5 min to
FR; energy efficient; many updates; quiet
cul-de-sac; 2-car gar; lge yard. $126,500.

Call 334-774-1960

Fresh, completely remodeled 1788 sq.ft. home.
Open floor plan. Vaulted ceiling in
kitchen/dining. Wood, ceramic, carpet flooring.
Gas fireplace. Close to amenities. Immaculate-
ly maintained inside and out. Debra
GambleOutlaw Realty, LLC 678-794-4898

FSBO 3BR/2BA Beatiful Home at 515 Victoria
Dr. Enterprise with inground pool, fenced
with Florida room, garage and more extras!!
$149k Call for Appointment 334-406-1775

Highlands!! 4BR /3.5BA,
301 Glencoe Way, 3339 SF
Open floor plan. Master &
2 add’l BRs upstairs, 1BR
w/ full bath downstairs.

Walk-in closets, double vanities, jacuzzi tub.
Large kitchen, granite countertops. Hardwood
floors. Bonus rm, overlooks private corner lot.
FSBO.com/166878. 334-791-8264
û Ozark 3/2 corner lot on 2 acre ranch,
finacing poss. shed, 1568 sq.ft. 334-774-3238

2006 Sun Tracker
Party Barge 24, excellent
condition with Mercury
Big Foot 60 HP 4 stroke,

and Trailer. $10,500 Call 334-695-0105
Bennington 2012 20SF Pontoon Boat , yamaha
70HP 4 stroke engine, MFI galvanized trailer,
like new with less 15 hours. $19,500.
Call 334-792-3303 or 334-618-1491

Ranger 1988 454V ,
150 hp Black Max
Mercury, live wells,
trolling motor, $5,000
$4,500 334-695-4780

Cameo 2008 5th wheel , 36 ft. 3-slides, 2 ACs, no
smoking, no pets, no kids. New tires. Excellent
condition. Has been stored $35,500 or best of-
fer. Call for more information 334-798-2256.

Motor Home 1992
1 owner, excellent
condition, new tires, refrig-
erator, furnace, water
heater & attached grill.

Stored inside, tow car available. 334-477-7665.

Log Cabin 2006 Park Model, 12x42 with D-logs
and red tin roof, located at Lake Eafuala, must
be moved, fully furnished, 1 ton AC. $23,900.
OBO. Call 850-712-2680

Ford 1963 Fairlane 500
Sport Coupe - 62,000 ac-
tual miles, white, $10,500
Call 334-790-4185 Survivor
Ford 1973 LTD Brougham.
All original, 77,000 actual
miles, 429 V8, 4 bbl, C-6 au-
to, 2-dr hdt Classic. $8,900.
334-393-9669

1999 GMC SIERRA SLE-SWB, Single Cab, Step
Side (Completely new design) White with Blue
Interior, 4.3 V6, Auto. OD, Power Seats, Both
Sides, Windows, Mirrors , Cold AC. Perfect
Body, Paint, Interior, Owner manual, One
Owner from AL, Must See and Drive, Owner
Dothan, $5995. 334-671-3059
BMW 2008 535I: silver with black leather interi-
or, 4 door, fully loaded, twin turbo, cold weath-
er package, sunroof, naviagation, new tires,
52k miles - mostly highway, good condition.
Sporty! $21,500. OBO Call 334-618-2145
BMW 2009 328I , hardtop convertible, alpine
white with tan leather interior, 35,200 miles,
fully loaded, excellent condition $24,500.
Call 334-475-3876
Buick 1994 Roadmaster , limited, clean, 157K
miles, blue- jade stone, runs good, new tires &
batery. $2900. 334-347-8003.
Chevrolet 2011 Cruze LT : blue with gray interi-
or, 35k miles, fully loaded, tinted window, great
gas mileage, one onwer, great condition
$13,500 OBO. Call or Txt 334-405-6229

Chrysler 2005 Crossfire ,
Red Convertible, 23k
miles, garage kept, auto,
fully loaded, $16,500 334-
687-6779

Chrysler 1996 Town & Country LXI Van: fully
loaded, owner manual, very good condition and
clean, garage kept, burgundy with gray leather
interior, 7 passenger, one owner, very low
miles 43,640. Must Sell! $5,495 Call 334-677-
2857
Corvette 2003 Convertible silver / black / gray,
exc. cond. full power, call for extras $19,500.
334-379-8632.

Ford 2002 Crown Victoria -
59,950 miles, excellent
condition, 1 owner,
leather interior, good
gas mileage, very clean,

fully loaded, $5200, 334.718.0397/334.693.2623.
VW EOS convertible 2010 , 67K miles, fully load-
ed, light blue in color $16,000. 334-596-2692.

LAWN SERVICES ROOFING & RELATED

Enterprise Organic Lawn Care
334-447-8555
Lawn Care • Landscaping

Irrigation Installation/Repair
Pressure Washing • Bush Hogging

Landscape Lighting
Weed Control • Fertilization
Commercial/Residential

Free Estimates • Competitive Pricing
Call for FREE Estimates Today

KENNETH BEDSOLE
ROOFING , INC.

334-796-9250

Free Estimates
We Don’t Want To Be The Biggest;
We Want To Be The Best!"

Over 25 Years in the
Wiregrass Area
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AUTOS FOR SALE

MOTORCYCLES

SPORT UTILITY

TRUCKS, BUSES, TRACTORS, TRAILERS

VANS

VANS

WANTED AUTOS

WANTED AUTOS

WANTED AUTOS

Choose your local favorites in:

Let your voice be heard!
Every registered voter will
receive a FREE gift and is

eligible to receive great prizes!

dothaneagle.com/bow
VOTE TODAY AT

Ford 2002 Taurus SLE sun roof, spoiler, prem.
new tires, complete new brake job.
fully equipt, like new, dealership maintained,
$5200. FIRM 334-774-3582.

GOT BAD CREDIT? JUNE SPECIAL
$0.* Down Ride Today

Pass, REPO, BK’S, Bad Credit - No
Credit - SSI & VA OK.
Call for more details.

r Call Steve Pope 334-803-9550
$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$

Mazda 2004 RX5
Convertible. Exceptional
well kept car. Replaced
w/new tires, spark plugs

replaced. Timing chain replaced.
Serious buyers only. $8,200. Call 334-894-2134.
Mazda 2009 RX8 : One owner. Red, automatic.
only 41k miles. Very good condition. $12,700
Call 334-393-1440

Mercedes 2003 Benz S500:
132K miles. Fully Loaded.
Sunroof, all leather seats,
custom wheels and tires.
$10,995. 334-424-1312
Toyota 2003 Celica GT:
Black. Black/gray interior.
Automatic transmission,
4 cyl. 74,000 miles. Good

gas mileage, 28-35 mpg. In great shape and no
mechanical problems. $8,500. 334-648-3152
Toyota 2010 Corolla LE - silver, cloth interior,
power windows & locks, cruise control, tilt,
64k miles, like new condition. Asking $12,500
OBO Call 334-585-3236 or 334-618-1458.
Volkswagen 2007 Jetta Wolfsburg, silver with
leatherette interior, alloy wheels, heated seats,
power sunroof, 4 door, silver, 5 cylinder, cold
AC, excellent condition $10,000. NEG
Call 850-482-7888 or 850-272-5286

1984 Harley Davidson FLHT
Evolution 5 spd. trans., S S
Carb runs great. New bat-
tery. Good cond. $5,500
obo. Call Bill 334-685-4807
2004 Harley-Davidson
Ultra Classic FLHTCUI
black 12,800 miles $5,900.
Serious buyers!
Brunson999@gmail.com
334-345-5667

2005 Harley Davidson Ultra
Classic . Red. One owner.
Excellent condition. 33,500
miles, helmet and cover
incl. $10,500 or best offer.
Call 334-596-7328.
2010 HD Sportster XL1200C
1 owner, adult driven. Moti-
vated seller, the first one
with money gets it, and it
is awesome. $6,500 obo.
Photos & more info. availa-

ble. Dsw6494@centurytel.netc 334-790-1356

Absolutely Original!!!
2011 Harley Davidson
Super Glide Custom cool
blue pearl & vivid black,
garage kept, 12K mi.
Driving lights, passenger

back rest, luggage rack, quick release
windshield, anit-theft system with /pager,
cruise pegs, r $12,500 334-598-0061

Harley Davidson 2007
Heritage Softtail Classic:
lots of chrome, new tires,
black cherry and pearl,
extra luggage bags, new
battery, garage kept.

$10,500 Call 334-790-4185
Kawasaki 2006 900 Vulcan
Classic , one owner, 8000
miles, lots of extra, lug-
gage rack, saddle bags,
windshield , backrest,
new battery. $4500 Call
334-726-3093

Suzuki 2007 M109R special edition, low miles
25K, metalic blue, exc. cond. $8900. OBO
334-379-8632.

ACURA 2003 MDX, Tour-
ing edition fully loaded
with all wheel drive, drop
down DVD and Trailer tow-
ing package. execellent

cond $8500 334-688-5156
Chevy 2000 Blazer .
Trialblazer Edition. White
Leather seats. 161,000
miles. In great condition,

Reliable. $3,500 OBO. 334-790-7515 (evenings)
Dodge 2004 Durango Limited - 5.7 Hemi, auto,
all power with sunroof, alum wheels, runs and
drives great! $6800 OBO Call 334-797-7420

Jeep 2009 Wrangler 2-dr. un-
limited edition, 4x4, lift kit,
towing pack. white w/ black
hard top. Exc. Cond.
$18,500. 850-524-1712 or
850-491-2717
Toyota 2007 Highlander ,
One Owner. Black. Very
good condition. Luggage
rack with towing hitch.
29 miles per gallon hwy.
23 miles per gallon city.
$8,500. 334-449-2750
Volvo 2013 XC60 Platinum
Package. Fully loaded:
Voice activated naviga-
tion, premium sound,
homelink, front and rear
park assist, panoramic

roof, privacy glass, push button start, power
tailgate, back-up camera, blind spot indicators.
Immaculate! Like new! One owner, 12,000
miles. $33,900. 334-693-4987 or 334-796-5919

Chevrolet 2010 Crew Cab 1500LT , 5.3L, 6 sped.
auto transmission, 4WD, leather bucket seats,
Z71, toolbox, Line-X sprayed in liner,
Weathertech floor liners, mud guards, well
loaded, excellent condition, 28,600 miles,
$29,900 OBO Call 334-685-1137
Chevy 1996 Silverado 4x4 , 215K miles, runs like
new & looks like new, very well maintained
$3600. 334-585-0271.
GMC 1995 1500 Vortec V-6, 100K miles, cool AC
great condition, $3495. 850-557-2523.

Dodge 1989 Van motor and tires good
condition, 1-owner, only 69,800 miles, $2500.
call in the afternoon 850-482-4201.
Leave Message
Dodge 2002 Grand Caravan: All power, tilt
wheel, cruise control, rear passenger air, excel-
lent condition, 97k miles. Asking $3,250. Call
334-726-1651

Ford 2006 Van , Handicap
less than 23k miles, dual
battery, automatic, heavy
duty lift. Excellent cond.
$29,000. Call 850-592-8845

Ford Ecoline 350 engine, wheel
chair ramp, manual, $3500.
OBO 334-790-4796

1ST PLACE TO CALL FOR ALL OF
YOUR TOWING NEEDS!

Contact Jason Harger at 334-791-2624

CALL FOR TOP PRICE

FOR JUNK VEHICLES

I ALSO SELL USED PARTS
24 HOUR TOWING r 334-792-8664

Gauarnteed Highest Prices Paid
Starting at $250. for complete local cars,
trucks, titles or no titles up to 2002. We also
buy farm equipment, semi’s, semi trailers.
7-Days a week from 7a-7p 334-200-6487
We do not buy vehicels with current leins !!

Got a Clunker
We’ll be your Junker!
We buy wrecked cars
and Farm Equip. at a
fair and honest price!

$250 & s Complete Cars
CALL 334-714-6285

b û We buy Wrecked Vehicles
Running or not !

334-794-9576 or 344-791-4714



personnel, when mounted to a vehicle, such as a 
helicopter.

“Qualification of our crew chiefs is a component of 
mission readiness,” said Lt. Col. Christopher C. Vine, 
the commander of 3-227th. “Our mission is to provide 
defensive fires in conduct of air assault and air support 

missions.”
With the crew chiefs qualified, Soldiers of the As-

sault Squadron will have an opportunity to learn from 
the crew chiefs and one day qualify themselves.

This provides commanders with 
useful information and benchmarks to 
evaluate training exercises.
All aspects of the operations process • 

to enable the seamless planning, prep-
aration, execution and assessment of 
Live-Synthetic training. This will im-
prove all steps in an exercise.
A 24/7, low-overhead capability • 
worldwide at home stations, Combat 

Training Centers and deployed loca-
tions that will require fewer contrac-
tors. This will provide training at the 
point of need while reducing costs.

Several Army organizations are 
conducting research to make the Future 

Holistic Training Environment-Live/
Synthetic a reality. To learn more 
about the new training environment, 
see the presentation at: http://usacac.
army.mil /cac2/CAC-T/Reposi tory/
FutureHolisticTrainingEnvironment.pdf.

Sky: Crew chiefs pass knowledge on to Soldiers
Continued from Page B1
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Technology: Panel discusses needs, way ahead
Continued from Page B1



Many people driving down Ruf Avenue 
might pass the Aviation Technical Library 
and the Aviation Learning Center in Bldg. 
9204 and think that the facility is only for 
flight school students, but officials there 
want people to know that is “simply not 
so.”

Beata Moore, chief of the facility, strives 
to help out every person that uses the li-
brary, whether they are an Aviator or not.

“The library and learning center serve 
as a place for students, and all Soldiers, to 
come and learn and study about Aviation. 
It is a place where they can focus and get 
free information,” she said, adding that the 
library and learning center are open to all 
military ID card holders, although, to use 
the computers people need a common ac-
cess card.

The library’s focus is military history, 
military science and Aviation, so many 
flight school students do choose the facil-
ity as a place to learn, and, with the large 
amount of study material out there for stu-
dents to fully grasp, it makes for a heavy 
workload for Moore.

“I do a little bit of everything. I wear 
many hats,” she said. “I process all of 
the materials (DVDs, books, magazines, 
online databases, catalogs, publications, 
e-Books), I catalog all of the materials, I 
order all the materials, I handle reference, 
and I answer questions and help students 
with anything they might need.  I update 
our reading lists and publications, and I go 
around post to different learning institu-
tions to brief as well as help the students 
on their research.

“I can help Soldiers write historical pa-
pers or a battle analysis, or order some 
books,” she continued. “I do it all.”

There are also a lot of administrative 
responsibilities, such as taking care of her 

five employees and the facility’s budget 
that Moore is in charge of, as well. And 
that is just on the library side.

“On the learning center side, I have to 
take care of the cockpit trainers. Meaning 
I have to make sure we have the types of 
trainers, equipment and training material 
people need,” Moore said.

Moore has been at the facility since 
2007. Before that, she was a librarian at 

Redstone Arsenal in Huntsville.  
“We help save people money by having 

this available, and the library can’t stay 
open without the librarians and me to keep 
things running smoothly,” she said. “There 
is always someone in the background pull-
ing the strings and that is my job – to make 
sure that this invaluable source remains 
open for the Soldiers to take advantage 
of.”

Moore has a normal 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
schedule, but she doesn’t have a typical 
day. Every day is unique for her, she said. 

“I love working here because I don’t 
ever have the chance to get tired of my 
job because there is so much to do and 
everything is different,” she said. “There 
is something new to learn every day for 
me, as well, because the military is always 
changing. I like that.” 

Moore said, contrary to popular belief, 
she does not sit at her desk and read books 
all day. 

“I wish I had a job where I could do 
that,” she joked. “I am here for training, 
to help prepare Soldiers for whatever they 
might encounter after they leave here. We 
are always a resource no matter where 
they are that they can use.”

Moore said that Soldiers can email or 
call her no matter where they may be in 
the world and she can try to help them 
with whatever their needs might be. 

“When Soldiers don’t know where to 
find the answers, they can come to us and 
we can help them.  That is what we are here 
for,” she said, adding that she has received 
many calls from Soldiers on deployments. 

Moore continued by saying that she 
loves helping Soldiers and that the library 
is a great place to work. 

“I love helping Soldiers find the answers, 
and I love knowing that they are walking 
away with what they need and I was able 
to help,” she said. “(Everyone here is) an 
important key when it comes to education 
and training on the installation.” 

Moore thinks military library positions 
are one of the Army’s best kept secrets of 
federal work because library workers get 
to help people and have the challenge of 
trying to meet the needs of their specific 
military community. 

“The field has been very good to me. I 
look forward to years to come serving this 
community,” she said.

There is a service in the Sol-
dier Service Center, Bldg. 5700, 
that is here to help Soldiers and 
Families out in the busy perma-
nent change of station season.

The Fort Rucker Lending Han-
gar in Rm. 177 has houseware 
goods for check out to the Fort 
Rucker community for free to 
use when PCSing or when Fam-
ily is in town, said Ruth Gonza-
lez, relocation readiness program 
manager.

“Any Soldier or Family mem-
ber that is arriv-
ing or leaving 
Fort Rucker 
and wishes to 
use our services 
may do so be-
fore their home 
goods arrive,” 
she said. “They 
only need to 
bring us a copy 
of their orders.”

Orders as-
signing a Sol-
dier to or away 
from Fort Rucker for permanent 
or temporary duty and an iden-
tification card are required in 
order to borrow items from the 
Lending Hangar. Anyone with a 
Department of Defense military 
identification card may use the 
hangar.

The purpose of the hangar is 
to make the transitions between 
duty stations smoother.

“Hopefully we lessen the fi-

nancial burden on the Soldiers,” 
she said. “If they have shipped 
their household goods, but the 
items have not arrived yet, they 
don’t have to go buy or rent any-
thing and have double of the item 
when their things arrive.”

Gonzalez warns that the han-
gar only has the basics and has 
no furniture, such as dining room 
sets or mattresses.

“We have things such as fold-
ing tables and chairs, sleeping 
mats, pots and pans, dishes, cof-
fee pots, microwaves, rice cook-
ers, play yards, high chairs, car 
seats, strollers, blenders, silver-

ware, cooking 
utensils, toast-
ers and televi-
sions,” she said, 
naming a few 
items that Sol-
diers can bor-
row.

Soldiers go-
ing through in 
or out process-
ing may bor-
row items for 
30 days, but she 
said ACS takes 

each situation on a case-by-case 
basis.

“If something is damaged in 
transition, or movers are taking 
longer than expected, then they 
can borrow things until it is fixed 
or that issue is resolved,” she 
said. “During high PCS season 
when delivery times are longer, it 
makes it even worse, so our ser-
vices are a blessing to most.”

For Soldiers going overseas, 

Gonzalez said they can be proac-
tive and send their things 60 days 
before they leave Fort Rucker, 
and that they are more than wel-
come to borrow from the hangar 
during that time.

“It is much better to send 
your things early and be incon-
venienced here where you have 
friends and connections where if 
you need a little extra help they 
are here for you, whereas to go 
someplace new where you do not 
know anyone and not have your 
belongings,” she said.

Officials at ACS request people 
to return borrowed items the way 
they received them — clean and 
in good working condition.

Besides helping take some 
stress out of moving, Gonzalez 
said the hangar saves Soldiers 
money.

“Eating out can get expensive, 
and it can get old very fast,” she 
said. “We want Soldiers to be 
ready and able to work or study, 
and we want our Family members 
taken care of. It lets the Soldier 
be ready for their new mission.”

The Lending Hangar does not 
loan things out for yard sales or 
parties, but is able to lend a hand 
when Families are in town.

“If Family members are com-
ing in from out of town then we 
can help the Soldier with an extra 

table or an air mattress, for ex-
ample,” she said. “There is no 
reason they should go out and 
buy things for short-term guests, 
unless they just want to.”

The Lending Hangar is open 

Mondays, Wednesdays and Fri-
days from 7:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
For more information about the 
Lending Hangar or to check out 
items, call 255-3161 or 255-
2887.
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LENDING 
HANGAR

Maj. Wei-Lun Chen, D Company, 1st Battalion, 13th Aviation Regiment, looks at 
dishes Monday at the Lending Hangar.

Capt. Chien-Shun Chen, D Company, 1st Battalion, 13th Aviation Regiment, and his wife, Chen-Ting, look at pots and pans 
Monday at the Lending Hangar.

Photos by sara E. Martin

ready to help those 
PCSing in, out

Beata Moore, Aviation Technical Library and Aviation Learning Center chief, places a new book out on 
display June 26.

Photo by sara E. Martin

“We want Soldiers to 
be ready and able to 
work or study, and 

we want our Family 
members taken care 
of. It lets Soldiers be 
ready for their new 

mission.”

— ruth GonzalEz
rElocation rEadinEss 

ProGraM ManaGEr

Day in the Life
Library chief keeps knowledge flowing to Soldiers

By Sara E. Martin
Army Flier Staff Writer
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On Post
your weekly guide to fort rucker events , services and activities. deadline for submissions is noon thursday for the following week’s edition.

Photo scavenger hunt
People are welcome to 

grab their favorite social 
media device, fire up Insta-
gram, Facebook or Twitter 
and embark on the Director-
ate of Family, Morale, Wel-
fare and Recreation’s first 
photo scavenger hunt – Tag, 
You’re It! – for a chance to 
win prizes from Wild Ad-
ventures, Shipwreck Island 
or WonderWorks. People 
should do their hunting 
and tagging any time now 
through July 31. People can 
find the scavenger hunt list 
and details on the contest at 
www.ftruckermwr.com and 
submit their entry form. 
Winners will be selected 
Aug. 1. 

For more information, 
call 255-3433.

LZ Dog Days of Summer
The Landing Zone offers 

a Hot Dog of the Day spe-
cial throughout July, Mon-
days-Fridays during lunch 
hours – 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. 

For more information, 
call 598-8025.

ScreamFree Parenting 
Workshop

Fort Rucker Army Com-
munity Service will host its 
free ScreamFree Parent-
ing Workshop July 10, 17, 
24 and 31. The workshop 
will be held from 9-11 a.m. 
at The Commons, Bldg. 
8950, on Seventh Avenue. 
The four-session course is 
not just about parents low-
ering their voices, it’s about 
them learning to calm their 
emotional reactions and 
learning to focus on their 
own behavior more than 
their children’s behavior 
for their benefit. With these 
techniques, parents can cre-
ate and enjoy more calm, 
mutually respectful and 
loving relationships with 
their children, according to 
organizers. The workshop 
is open to active duty and 
retired military, Department 
of Defense employees and 
their Family members. 

For more information and 
to register, call 255-9647.

Employment Readiness 
Class

Army Community 
Service is giving people the 
chance to build and enhance 
their careers at one of the 
Fort Rucker’s Employment 
Readiness Program 
Orientation Sessions, held 
monthly in the Soldier 
Service Center, Bldg. 5700, 
Rm. 371A. July sessions 
take place July 10 and 24. 
People will first meet in 
Rm. 350 for paperwork and 
attendance prior to going to 
Rm. 371A. People can sign 
up to learn essentials about 
the program and receive 
helpful job search tips, as 
well. Advance registration 
is required and attendance 
at a session is mandatory 
for participation in the 
program. 

For more information, 
including times, or to reg-
ister, call 255-2594.

National Blueberry Muf-
fin Day

The Landing Zone’s 
Coffee Zone will celebrate 
National Blueberry Muffin 
Day July 11. When patrons 
purchase a coffee drink, 
they will receive a free 
mini blueberry muffin. The 
offer cannot be combined 
with other promotions or 
discounts. 

For more information, 

call 598-8025.

Financial readiness 
training

Army Community Ser-
vice will host financial 
readiness training July 11 
from 7:20 a.m. to 4:15 p.m. 
at the Soldier Service Cen-
ter, Bldg. 5700, in Rm. 284. 
Personal financial readiness 
training provides a practical 
approach to help Soldiers 
manage their money more 
effectively. The training is 
required for all first-term 
junior enlisted Soldiers 
(E-1 through E-4). Spouses 
are welcome to attend. 

For more information, 
call 255-9631 or 255-2594.

International spouses get 
together

Army Community Ser-
vice will host its Interna-
tional Spouses Get Together 
July 11 at 9 a.m. in the Allen 
Heights Community Center 
to help those who may need 
help understanding the 
American culture and mili-
tary life. Spouses can meet 
other spouses from other 
countries, and gain support 
and knowledge with finding 
the resources for obtaining 
U.S. citizenship, education, 
drivers licenses and more. 
Multilingual volunteers are 
available. 

For more information, 
call 255-3735.

Summer reading event 
Center Library will get 

wild about reading July 15 
from 10:30-11:30 a.m. The 
program will teach people 
about the many animals 
that live in the wild, ways 
people can help protect 
wildlife and what to do if 
people see an injured ani-
mal. There will also be a 
live alligator and other 
wildlife friends on hand. 
Space is limited to the first 
65 people to register. The 
event is open to summer 
reading participants and au-
thorized library patrons. 

For more information 
or to register, stop by the 
library or call 255-3885.

Newcomers welcome
Army Community Ser-

vice hosts the newcom-

ers welcome July 18 from 
8:30–11 a.m. at The Land-
ing. Active-duty military, 
spouses, foreign students, 
Army civilians and Family 
members are welcome to 
attend. A free light break-
fast and Starbucks coffee 
will be served. For free 
childcare, people can reg-
ister their children at the 
child development center 
by calling 255-3564. Res-
ervations must be made 24 
hours in advance. 

For more information, 
call 255-3161 or 255-2887. 

ACS Lunch and Learn 
Army Community 

Service, and the Sexual 
Harassment and Assault 
Response Program and 
Family Advocacy Program 
invite people to a lunch 
and learn July 18 from 
11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. at The 
Commons, Bldg. 8950, on 
Seventh Avenue. People 
can bring their brown bag 
lunch for a free session on 
Positive Coping Mecha-
nism: Avoiding the Pit-
falls. Topics will include: 
the way people think, day 
in and day out, affects all 
aspects of their lives; how 
to learn to listen to your 
internal voice; and devel-
oping a plan to handle the 
pitfalls. Registration is re-
quired by July 15.  Space is 
limited to the first 20 par-
ticipants.  The workshop is 
open to active-duty and re-
tired military, Department 
of Defense employees and 
their Family members. 

For more information, 
call 255-2382 or 255-0960.

Right Arm Night
The Landing Zone will 

host Right Arm Night July 
24 from 4-6 p.m. Right 
Arm Night is an Army tra-
dition, promoting a night 
of camaraderie and esprit 
de corps as leaders come 
together and treat those 
who help them accomplish 
the mission. Complimenta-
ry appetizers will be served 
while supplies last. Right 
Arm Night is held every 
month, and both military 
and civilians are welcome. 
For more information, call 
598-8025.

FOrt ruCker Movie Schedule for July 3-6
Thursday, July 3

Mom’s Night Out (PG-13)  
.........................................................7 p.m.

Friday, July 4

Closed  

Saturday, July 5

Neighbors (R) 
 ........................................................7 p.m.

Sunday, July 6

Blended (PG-13)     
........................................................2 p.m.

TickeTs are $6 for adulTs and $5 for children, 12 and under. MiliTary i.d. card holders and Their guesTs are welcoMe. for More inforMaTion, call 255-2408. 

DFMWR 
Spotlight

Freedom Fest
A Family enjoys riding the Wrecking Ball at the Wiregrass Freedom Fest in 2012. This year’s Wiregrass Freedom Fest is scheduled for today from 4-10 p.m. at the festival 
fields. The 98th Army Band will headline the free event that will also feature the area’s largest fireworks show, a variety of displays, children’s inflatable fun zone, 
rides, and a variety of local and regional vendors. The event is open to the public. People are not allowed to bring glass, coolers, backpacks, weapons or pets. For more 
information see the Freedom Fest insert in this week’s “Army Flier.”

Photo by nathan Pfau
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Tips 
to quit 

tobacco

Use the 5 
Ds to help 
with urges

Deep•	  breathing — 
Take slow deep 
breaths to feel re-
laxed and in con-
trol.
Drink•	  water — Drink 
at least 8 glasses of 
water a day to flush 
out nicotine from 
your system.
Do•	  something else 
to keep busy. 
Discuss•	  your urge 
with a friend or 
family member.
Delay	•	 — Don’t reach 
for tobacco right 
away. The urge to 
smoke passes in 3 
to 5 minutes wheth-
er a person smokes 
or not.

Army invites public to comment on environmental impacts

JOINT BASE SAN ANTONIO, 
Texas — The Department of the 
Army has completed a Supple-
mental Programmatic Environ-
mental Assessment for Army 2020 
force structure realignment and is 
making a draft Finding of No Sig-
nificant Impact available for public 
comment. 

All interested members of the 
public, federally-recognized Indi-
an or Alaska Native tribes, Native 
Hawaiian groups, federal, state, 
and local agencies are invited to 
review and provide comments. 

Comments will be accepted un-
til Aug. 25. Please submit written 
comments to: U.S. Army Environ-
mental Command, ATTN: SPEA 
Public Comments, 2450 Connell 
Road (Building 2264), Joint Base 
San Antonio-Fort Sam Houston, 
TX 78234-7664; or by email to 
usarmy.jbsa.aec.nepa@mail.mil 

The SPEA and draft FNSI may 
be accessed at: http://aec.army.mil/
Services/Support/NEPA/Docu-
ments.aspx. Also, about one week 
after publication of the Notice of 
Availability in the Federal Register 
by the Army, copies of the SPEA 
and draft FNSI will be available in 
some public libraries near the af-
fected installations.

The draft FNSI incorporates the 
SPEA, which does not identify any 
significant environmental impacts 
from the proposed action, with 
the exception of socioeconomic 

impacts at most installations. The 
draft FNSI concludes that prepara-
tion of an Environmental Impact 
Statement (EIS) is not required.

Final decisions as to which in-
stallations will be selected for 
reductions in Soldiers and Army 
civilians have not yet been made. 
The SPEA’s analysis of environ-
mental and socioeconomic im-
pacts will help force structure 
decision-makers as they identify 
specific units and organizations to 
be affected by reductions over the 

2015-2020 timeframe.
Following the conclusion of the 

NEPA process, the Army will con-
duct community listening sessions 
to receive public input before mak-
ing any force structure decisions. 
This information will assist with 
the military value analysis. The 
schedule of the community listen-
ing sessions will be announced 
locally, after the conclusion of the 
SPEA process.

Current budgetary projections 
require the Army to analyze the re-

duction of Active Component end 
strength to a level below that ana-
lyzed in the January 2013 Program-
matic Environmental Assessment. 
The SPEA builds on the founda-
tion of the 2013 PEA and assesses 
the impacts of a potential reduction 
of an additional 70,000 Soldiers 
and associated reductions in Army 
civilians, down to an active com-
ponent end-strength of 420,000. 
These reductions are necessary to 
achieve the savings required by the 
Budget Control Act of 2011.

Nearly all Army installations 
will be affected in some way by 
additional reductions. The 2013 
PEA evaluated 21 Army installa-
tions and joint bases where Army 
stationing changes could lead to 
brigade combat team restructuring, 
the loss of a BCT through force 
drawdown, or a combined loss of 
1,000 or more Soldiers and Army 
civilian employees during the fis-
cal year 2013-2020 timeframe. 
With the deeper reductions now 
anticipated, the Army must consid-
er additional installations that have 
the potential to lose 1,000 or more 
Army employees. The potential 
loss of 1,000 Army employees was 
determined to be the appropriate 
threshold for inclusion of installa-
tions at the programmatic level of 
analysis. Installations that could 
experience reductions of 1,000 or 
more Army employees were spe-
cifically analyzed in the SPEA.

In both the 2013 PEA and the 
SPEA, each document’s respective 
reduction alternative analyzed po-
tential reductions at Fort Benning, 

Ga.; Fort Bliss, Texas; Fort Bragg, 
N.C.; Fort Campbell, Ky.; Fort Car-
son, Colo.; Fort Drum, N.Y.; Fort 
Gordon, Ga.; Fort Hood, Texas; 
Fort Irwin, Calif.; Fort Knox, Ky.; 
Fort Lee, Va.; Fort Leonard Wood, 
Mo.; Fort Polk, La.; Fort Riley, 
Kan.; Fort Sill, Okla.; Fort Stew-
art, Ga.; Fort Wainwright, Alaska; 
Joint Base Elmendorf-Richardson, 
Alaska; Joint Base Langley-Eustis, 
Va.; Joint Base Lewis-McChord, 
Wash.; and, United States Army 
Garrison Hawaii -- Schofield Bar-
racks. The SPEA also analyzed 
potential reductions at Aberdeen 
Proving Ground, Md.; Fort Bel-
voir, Va.; Fort Huachuca, Ariz.; 
Fort Jackson, S.C.; Fort Leaven-
worth, Kan.; Fort Meade, Md.; 
Fort Rucker; Joint Base San An-
tonio; and USAG Hawaii -- Fort 
Shafter.

The SPEA provides an assess-
ment of the possible direct, indi-
rect, and cumulative environmen-
tal and socioeconomic impacts of 
the greatest Army employee re-
ductions being considered at each 
installation. The SPEA does not 
identify any significant environ-
mental impacts as a result of imple-
menting the proposed action, with 
the exception of socioeconomic 
impacts at most installations; con-
sequently, the preparation of an 
environmental impact statement is 
not required.

For further information, contact 
the USAEC Public Affairs Office 
by calling (210) 466-1590 or toll-
free 855-846-3940, or emailing 
usarmy.jbsa.aec.nepa@mail.mil.

U.S. Army Environmental 
Command
Press Release

OPEN FORUM
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Second Time Around
Women’s

Consignment
Try it a second time around!
Evelyn Turner, Owner

879 Andrews Avenue
Ozark, AL 36360

Tuesday - Friday: 10am - 5pm

334-774-7900
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New Items

20% OFF
Consignment Items50% OFF

MEDICAL & SURGICAL EYE CARE
OF ENTERPRISE

Staff Privileges at:
• Medical Center Enterprise

• Flowers Hospital
• Southeast Alabama Medical Center
• South Alabama Outpatient Services

Specializing In:
• Cataract Surgery

(No Stitch, Topical Anesthesia)
• Eyelid Surgery

• Diabetic Retinopathy Treatment
• Glaucoma Treatment (Medical & Laser)

• Pediatric Eye Disorders
• Neurological Eye Disorders

We accept Medicare, BCBS, All Tricare
& other major insurances

100 Professional Dr., Suite A
(Next to Martin Colley Drugs

on the Bypass)

Enterprise, AL

Call for an appointment

334-347-4018 9
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Specializing In:
• Cataract Surgery

(No Stitch, Topical Anesthesia)
• Eyelid Surgery

• Diabetic Retinopathy Treatment
• Glaucoma Treatment (Medical & Laser)

• Pediatric Eye Disorders
• Neurological Eye Disorders

Full Service Optical Shop

Enterprise

We accept Medicare, BCBS, All Tricare
& other major insurances

Gene Pahmeier M.D.
Ophthalmologist, F.A.A.O. Full Service Optical Shop

Specializing In:
• Cataract Surgery

(No Stitch, Topical Anesthesia)
• Eyelid Surgery

• Diabetic Retinopathy Treatment
• Glaucoma Treatment

(Medical & Laser)
• Pediatric Eye Disorders

• Neurological Eye Disorders

100 Professional Dr., Suite A • Enterprise
(Next to Martin Colley Drugs on the Bypass)

334-347-4018

We accept Medicare, BCBS, All Tricare
& other major insurances

Call 347-9533 to advertise your church on this page.

Church DirectoryChurch Directory

Grace Baptist Church

Independent - Fundamental - Soul Winning

LISTEN TO A LIFE CHANGING MESSAGE OF HOPE
“God So Loved the World”

www.1john316.net

334-774-2311
www.GraceBaptistChurch-Ozark.com

Minutes from Ft. Rucker Ozark’s Gate
On the corner of Highway 231 & Parker Drive

Traditional Worship Service
8:30AM & 11:00AM

Contemporary Worship -
New Connection

8:45AM & 11:00AM

The Gathering - Youth
5:45PM

Sunday School
10:00 M

Nursery Care: During all services

217 S. Main St • Enterprise, AL
Office: 334-347-3467

efumc@adelphia.net
Prayer Line (24 Hours) 334-393-7509

First United

Here, it’s not about the building...

VINEYARD CHURCH
DOTHAN

Sun 10:30 Service; Wed 6:30 Small Groups
(334) 671-0093 • 150 B���l���� Rd

DothanvineyaRD.com

“Small things done with great love
will change the world”

PUBLIC NOTICE
The Supplemental Programmatic Environmental Assessment for Army 2020 

Force Structure Realignment and Draft Finding of No Significant Impact (FNSI) 
are available for review and comment.

The Army’s proposed action is to reduce the Army’s Active Component end-
strength from 562,000, as of the end of fiscal year 2012, to 420,000. Installations 
that were included in the SPEA are those that could experience a change in Sol-
diers and civilians that exceeds 1,000 personnel. Fort Rucker was one of the 30 
analyzed in the SPEA. No significant environmental impacts are anticipated as a 
result of implementing Army 2020 alternatives, though socioeconomic impacts 
at most installations could be significant.

Alternatives considered in the SPEA evaluate the greatest force reduction sce-
narios that could occur as a result of Army force drawdown. Final decisions as to 
which installations will see reductions or unit realignments have not been made. 

All interested members of the public, federally recognized Indian Tribes, 
Alaska Natives, Native Hawaiian groups, federal, state, and local agencies are 
invited to review and provide comments. A copy of the SPEA and Draft FNSI 
is available at: 

http://aec.army.mil/Services/Support/NEPA/Documents.aspx 
and in the following local libraries: Daleville Public Library, 308 Donnell 

Blvd., Daleville; and Ozark/Dale County Public Library, 416 James Street, 
Ozark. 

The Army will accept comments until August 25. Please submit written com-
ments or additional information to: U.S. Army Environmental Command, ATTN: 
SPEA Public Comments, 2450 Connell Road (Building 2264), Joint Base San 
Antonio-Fort Sam Houston, TX 78234-7664; or by email to usarmy.jbsa.aec.
nepa@mail.mil 
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ANDALUSIA
ONgOINg  — The American Legion Post 

80 has regular meetings the second Monday of 
the month, starting at 6:30 p.m., at the Legion 
Hall. For more information, call 222-7131 or 
visit www.andalusialegionpost80.org.

DALEVILLE
ONgOINg — Veterans of Foreign Wars 

Post 6020 Franchise J. Ballard Post member-
ship meetings are at the post headquarters 
on State Road 84 every third Thursday of 
the month at 7 p.m.  Breakfast is served on 
Sundays and games and TVs are available for 
entertainment.  Open to all. Post can host par-
ties, weddings, hails and farewells.  For more 
information, call 598-6211, 598-1297 or 598-
6211/379-9187. 

ONgOINg — Daleville Chamber of 
Commerce meets the second Wednesday of 
each month at noon at the Chamber of Com-
merce office in the Daleville Cultural and 
Convention Center. For more information, 
call 598-6331.

DOTHAN
JULy 17 — Wiregrass Museum of Art 

hosts Art After Hours beginning at 5:30 p.m. 
Admission is free to members and is $5 for 
non-members. There will be live music, bev-
erages and food.  For more information, call 
794-3871 or visit www.wiregrassmuseum.
org.

JULy 26 — A watermelon sampling will 
be held at Landmark Park beginning at 10 
a.m. Free with paid gate admission. For more 
information, visit www.landmarkpark.com.

ONgOINg — The American Legion Post 
12 holds their monthly meetings on the sec-
ond Thursday of each month at 7 p.m. Meet-
ings are held at the VFW on Taylor Road. For 
more information, call 400-5356.

ONgOINg — Ballroom dancing lessons 
will be offered every Tuesday night at 6:30 
p.m. at the Cultural Arts Center. Lessons will 
teach the Fox Trot, East Coast Swing, Rumba 

and Waltz. The cost will be $2 per person per 
night. For more information, call 791-9407.

ONgOINg — The Tri-State Community 
Orchestra rehearses every Thursday evening 
from 6-8 p.m. at the Dothan Cultural Arts 
Center.  They welcome all string, brass, 
woodwind, and percussion players ages 16 
and up.  For more information, visit www.
tristatecommunityorchestra.com or call 
585-4903.

ONgOINg — The Wiregrass Youth 
Symphony Orchestra meets every Saturday 
morning at the Dothan Cultural Arts Center.  
They offer beginner lessons and welcome all 
string players high school age and below who 
already play.  For more information, visit www.
tristatecommunityorchestra.com.

ENTERPRISE
NOW thROUgh JULy 15 —  Sept. 

12 and 13 the Wiregrass Decorative Painters 
Chapter is sponsoring a two-day oil painting 
seminar taught by Bill Bayer.  The seminar 
will be held at the First United Methodist 
Church’s Gathering Room.  The cost is $85 
per day and covers all oil paints, brushes and 
prepped canvases.  The seminar is open to the 
public.  Pre-registration is required and the 
deadline is July 15. For for information, call 
393-2191 or 406-0593. 

ONgOINg  — Veterans of Foreign Wars 
Post 6683, John Wiley Brock Post member-
ship meetings are at the post headquarters, on 
County Road 537, every third Tuesday of the 
month at 7 p.m. For more information, call 
Connie Hudson at 406-3077, Randy Black at 
393-6499 or Bob Cooper 347-7076, or visit 
the VFW Post 6683 on Facebook.

GENEVA
ONgOINg  — The Geneva County Relay 

for Life meets the last Tuesday of the month 
at 6 p.m. at the Citizens Bank. 

For more information, call 248-4495.

MIDLAND CITY
ONgOINg — Residents are invited to 

Town Hall meetings the first Tuesday of each 
month at 5:30 p.m. at Town Hall, 1385 Hin-
ton Waters Ave. 

For more information, call 983-3511.

NEW BROCKTON
ONgOINg — Disable American Vet-

erans Chapter 99 maintains a DAV service 
office in the New Brockton Police station 
every Tuesday and Wednesday from 10 a.m. 
to noon. All veteran services provided are 
free. The chapter will sponsor a DAV Mo-
bile Service Officers visit July 21-22 9 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. each day. They will operate from 
the conference room in the police station at 
202 South John Street. For more informa-
tion, call 718-5707. 

ONgOINg – The New Brockton DAV 
Chapter 99 offers college scholarships of 
$500 to applicants that are children of a 
U.S. military veteran who have fallen 
or were wounded, medically discharged 
wounded veterans and spouses of fallen 
Soldiers. Applicants may already be at-
tending college or have been accepted at 
a certified college or university. Applica-
tions and additional information can be 
picked up at the New Brockton Police De-
partment Tuesdays and Wednesdays from 
10 a.m. to noon. 

 OZARK
JULy 12-AUgUSt 16 — The Ann Rudd 

Art Center presents new art works titled 
“From One Extreme to the Other.” Guests 
are asked to join Tommy Moorehead at the 
opening reception of his show July 12 from 
6-8 p.m. 

JULy 12 — The Friends of the Library is 
having a Book Sale at the Ozark Dale County 
Library between 9  a.m. and noon. 

ONgOINg — The Ann Rudd Art Center 
is offering free art lessons for children ages 5 
and over. The Young Student class is held Sat-
urdays from 10 a.m. to noon, and the Adult/
Teen Class from 12:30-3 p.m. Slots are on a 
first come, first served basis. For more infor-
mation, call 774-7922.

ONgOINg — Every Monday through 
Friday aerobic classes are open to the pub-
lic at the Autrey Recreation Center from  
8-10 a.m. Please call 334-774-2042 for 
more information.

PINCKARD
ONgOINg — The public is invited to 

the Cross Country Workshop every Sunday 
at 6 p.m. at the Pinckard United Methodist 
Church.  

For more information, call 983-3064.

SAMSON
ONgOINg — American Legion Post 78 

meets monthly on the second Tuesday at 7 
p.m.

ONgOINg — The Samson City Council 
meets monthly on the first and third Tuesdays 
at 5:30 p.m. at the Samson Community Cen-
ter.

TROY
ONgOINg  — Troy Bank and Trust 

Company sponsors senior dance nights every 
Saturday night from 7-10 p.m. at the J.O. Col-
ley Senior Complex. 

The complex is transformed into a dance 
hall and features music from the 40s, 50s, and 
60s, finger foods, and refreshments.  

For more information, call Janet Motes at 
808-8500.

WIREGRASS AREA
ONgOINg — Veterans Of Foreign 

Wars Post 3073 Wiregrass Post membership 
meetings are at the post headquarters at 1426 
Taylor Road every third Tuesday of the month 
at 6:30 p.m. There is a fish fry every Friday 
night from 5-7 p.m.  then karaoke begins at 6 
p.m. For July 4 the post will be having a butt 
and rib sale starting at noon. There will be 
hamburger and hotdog plates available. The 
post will be celebrating its 80th anniversary 
on August 1. The event is open to members 
and guests only. For more information on 
any event, call 334-793-7912.

Wiregrass community calendar
If you would lIke to advertIse your event, emaIl JIm HugHes wItH all tHe detaIls at JHugHes@armyflIer.com.

Beyond Briefs
Watermelon Festival

The 65th annual Watermelon Days Festival in Albany, 
Ga. will be held today through July 4. 

Different events at different locations in the city will be 
held, including: photography exhibitions, a Watermelon 
5K Run and Fun Run, a Watermelon Queen Pageant, pup-
pet shows, watermelon taste testing, watermelon deco-
rating contests, a health fair, a fishing rodeo, horseshoe 
tournaments, train rides, dog shows, live entertainment, 
parades, antique car and tractor shows, arts and crafts, a 
watermelon eating contest, and chunking contest, a seed 
spitting contest and more. 

For more information, visit http://albanygacalendar.
com.

 4th of July Spectacular
Panama City Beach will celebrate the Fourth of July 

at Pier Park. Families can enjoy a day filled with live en-
tertainment, children’s activities, food and drinks as well 
as a fireworks display. For more information, visit www.
visitpanamacitybeach.com/things-to-do/events.

Summer Concert Series
Aaron Bessant Park at Pier Park in Panama City Beach, 

Fla., holds a concert series now – Aug. 14 from 7-9 p.m. 
Visitors are asked to bring coolers, lawn chairs and friends 
for an evening of music under the stars. For more infor-
mation, visit www.visitpanamacitybeach.com/things-to-
do/events.

5K Cool Summer Race Series
The inaugural Panama City Beach Cool Summer Series 

is set on a 5K course that weaves through Pier Park now 
– Aug. 13 at 8 a.m. 

The Cool Summer Series is a celebration of all things 
summer—fun in the sun, good friends, Family and a little 
friendly competition. This 5K is a run/walk course open 
to everyone.  Registration is $25 cash or $30 debit card 
day of the races. 

For more information, call 850-890-4775

Poker Run
Fleet Feet Sports Montgomery hosts a poker run every 

second Thursday in July. The poker runs start at 6 p.m. at 
the store. The event is free to participate. 

Visitors can stay afterwards and fellowship with run-
ning and walking friends. For more information, call  
356-5412 or visit www.fleetfeetmontgomery.com/fun-
runs/poker-run. 

Abbeville is the county seat of Henry County. It is lo-
cated in southeastern Alabama in the Wiregrass region and, 
according to local history, was known as Yatta Abba by the 
Creek inhabitants.

Abbie Creek runs through the town and future Alabama 
governor William Calvin Oates established a law practice 
in the town in 1859. During the Civil War, he raised a com-
pany of Abbeville men that fought at Little Round Top in 
the Battle of Gettysburg. 

Today, Abbeville is called “the City of Dogwoods” be-
cause they still bloom along Abbie Creek and are abundant 
in many other parts of the city.

Tucked away in the southeastern corner of Alabama 
since 1823, Abbeville was shrinking into obscurity. Thanks 
in part to the commitment and passion of a man you may 
have seen on television many times, it is being revitalized. 

Jimmy Rane, the big guy wearing the bright yellow hat 
and cowboy boots in TV commercials, known as the “Yella 
Fella,” headed up a posse of business leaders dedicated 
to saving their hometown. The changes they’ve made are 
quite striking.

As other merchants and citizens worked to restore Ab-
beville’s small-town charm, Rane focused his attention 
on turning an old Standard Oil Filling Station into office 
space for his company, Great Southern Wood Preserving, 
Inc. He also made a 1950s-style restaurant named Huggin’ 
Molly’s a local mainstay and gave many downtown build-
ings a facelift.

Each April, and at various other times during the year, 
you can follow the antics of the Yella Fella. You can also 

meet a “hugging ghost,” see the former home of a civil 
rights pioneer, and discover the history and heritage of the 
place Native Americans called “Yatta Abba,” meaning “a 
grove of dogwood trees.”

Probably one of the first sites you’ll reach is the Old Stan-
dard Oil Filling Station on Washington Street. You can’t get 
gas there and you can’t tour the interior of the building, as it 
houses some of the Yella Fella’s company offices. You can, 
however, pull in and view the exterior, filling up on a slice 
of Americana when you do. Be sure to carry a buddy along 
and have a camera in hand as this still very retro-looking 
building makes for good conversation and a great photo 
opportunity.

Downtown Abbeville is where you will see much of the 
handiwork of Rane. He has restored many of the store-
fronts and office buildings, including the facade of the Ar-
chie Theater where he used to watch western movies on 
Saturday afternoons. 

As the founder and CEO of the world’s leading pro-
ducer of pressure-treated lumber products, Rane never 
minds slipping into his whimsical Yella Fella cowboy 
character to promote the history of Abbeville and bring 
vivid memories to life for a new generation of residents 
and visitors.

At the Pioneer Cemetery located behind First Baptist 
Church at 100 Columbia Road, the stories from the grave 
are endless. A burial plot at the cemetery bears the name 
of one Cinderella Phoebe Hutto Epsy. Of course, it’s not a 
memorial to the Cinderella from the fairytale, but the mere 
thought of having perhaps the only burial site dedicated to 
a Cinderella gives Abbeville boasting rights. One marker 
bears the names of seven children all in one grave. Another 
tells of a local citizen who lived to be 110 years old, and yet 

another remembers Abbeville’s real Huggin’ Molly.
On your journey, you’ll discover retail establishments 

offering great discounts and diverse shopping opportuni-
ties, such as Town Square Shoppes and Dogwood Abbey’s. 
You’ll also get to meet wonderful people who value friend-
ships and Family traditions and are always willing to give 
you a glimpse of life in their hometown.

Before leaving Abbeville, be sure to pull to the side of 
the road to read and photograph the historic marker (1 mile 
west of U.S. Hwy. 431 on AL Hwy. 10) near the farmstead 
where Rosa Parks lived as child. While many people tend 
to connect Montgomery with the seamstress who made 
history as the “Mother of the Civil Rights Movement in 
America,” few realize that the little girl born Rosa Louise 
McCauley in Tuskegee spent a short part of her childhood 
in Henry County.

Parks moved with her Family to her grandparents’ 260-
acre farm on the outskirts of Abbeville shortly after she was 
born on Feb. 4, 1913. In 1915, she and her mother moved 
to Pine Level. She married Raymond Parks in 1932. In 
1943, she joined her husband as a member of the NAACP. 
Parks championed her first cause for civil rights when she 
returned to Abbeville and Henry County in 1944 to investi-
gate the alleged rape and abduction at gunpoint of a young 
African-American woman by seven white men.

Today, a small, run down, wooden house with a battered 
tin roof in the middle of Abbeville farmland is all that re-
mains of the place that cradled Parks as a baby. The road-
side marker, however, serves as a testament to the genteel 
woman who was not afraid to fight the giants of racism and 
prejudice in the South. In taking on the case of injustice in 
Abbeville, Parks was already in the process of launching a 
movement that would ultimately change the world.

Alabama Road Trip: abbeville, also known as yatta abba, city of dogwoods
By Alabama Department of travel
Press Release



WASHINGTON – Service 
members, their Families and U.S. 
citizens overseas away from their 
home voting locations should 
register early to ensure receipt 
of voting materials, the Defense 
Department’s top voting official 
said.

During a recent interview with 
American Forces Press Service 
and the Pentagon Channel, Matt 
Boehmer, director of the Federal 
Voting Assistance Program, dis-
cussed a myriad of voting-related 
topics designed to assist DOD 
voters.

“The FVAP is a program in 
the Department of Defense that 
helps ensure military members, 
their Families, and U.S. citizens 
living overseas are aware of their 
right to vote, and have the tools 
and resources to do that,” he 
said. “What we’re telling military 
members and their Families is to 
get started. You need to register 
early.”

To do so, he said, voters should 
use a federal postcard application 
available from the FVAP web-
page at http://www.fvap.gov/.

“You can download the FPCA 
or use our online assistant to ac-
tually fill out the form,” Boehmer 
said. “It walks you step by step 
through the process.”

During Armed Forces Voters 
Week, which begins Monday and 
runs through Sunday, emphasis 
will on voting awareness, Boeh-
mer said.

“The goal of that week is to 
raise awareness of the absentee 
voter process,” he added. “In 
addition, we also want to raise 
awareness to the idea that service 
members who move – whether 
it’s a deployment or a perma-
nent change of station – need to 
let their local election officials 
know of this move. The easiest 
way to do that is to fill out a new 
FPCA.”

Those who chose to vote will 
not have to figure out the process 
alone – more than 13,000 unit 
voting assistance officers are on 

the job throughout the military 
services. “Unit voting assistance 
officers are located in every unit, 
both stateside and overseas, and 
their job is for in-person assis-
tance,” Boehmer said.

FVAP provides assistance in a 
number of different ways, he said, 
including a 1-800 call center and 
email, but unit voting assistance 
officers provide an in-person re-
source – what Boehmer called a 
“first line of defense for voting 
assistance.”

Boehmer also advised prospec-
tive voters planning a move to 
ensure they update their mailing 
address, because it doesn’t occur 
automatically.

“So what you need do is fill out 
a new federal postcard application 
every single time you move,” he 
said. “This way you can ensure 
that your local election official 
knows where you are and that 
your voting materials can be sent 
to that new address.”

Boehmer also dispelled a pop-

ular myth regarding absentee bal-
lot voting.

“There are a lot of myths about 
the absentee ballot voting pro-
cess, in particular … we hear a lot 
about ‘absentee ballots only count 
in close elections,’” he said.

“This is absolutely not true,” 
Boehmer said. “Every valid and 
timely cast ballot is counted – no 
matter how close the election is.”

Typically, he said, the absentee 
ballot voting process is publicly 
discussed during close elections, 

because “the media raises atten-
tion to it and says, ‘The election 
cannot be called until the absen-
tee ballots are counted.’

“But every ballot that is cast 
– both valid and timely – will be 
counted,” Boehmer said.

The FVAP program has insti-
tuted a number of new initiatives, 
for the 2014 election cycle, Boe-
hmer said, including a redesigned 
website and a digital toolkit for 
voting assistance officers.

“The initiative I’m most ex-
cited to talk about,” he said, “is 
for our younger, first-time voters 
in the military. A large portion [of 
voters] in the military are age 18 
to 24. What we want to do is show 
these younger military members 
that voting is easy.”

The goal, he added, is for 
them to be successful in voting 
by showing them the tools and 
resources FVAP has in place to 
make voting easy.

Military members already us-
ing FVAP resources are more 
than likely to vote, Boehmer said, 
so officials want to show these 
younger, first-time voters that the 
process is easy and set them up 
for success.

For now, Boehmer noted, the 
best way to raise awareness about 
FVAP is through sharing infor-
mation.

“We created an entire section 
on our website at FVAP.gov of 
outreach materials,” Boehmer 
said. “And we simply ask people 
to share them. You share them 
with members of your unit [and] 
you share them with Family mem-
bers. Simply getting the word out 
about the absentee voting process 
and how easy it is would be a big 
help to our program.”

Voting is a personal choice, 
Boehmer said, and FVAP wants 
to make sure those military mem-
bers and their Families who want 
to vote have the tools and re-
sources to do so.

“We also want to remind mili-
tary members and their Families 
to do things early,” he said. “Reg-
ister early [and] request your ab-
sentee ballot early so that we can 
ensure that you receive your vot-
ing information”
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For more information 
about animal adoptions, 
call the Veterinary Clinic at 
255-9061. The Stray Facil-
ity needs donations such 
as dry or canned foods for 
cats, dogs, kittens and pup-
pies, as well as blankets, 
toys and towels. 

Donations can be 
dropped off at the 
Veterinary Clinic or the 
Commissary. 

Adopt 
a pet

arMy GraPhic

By Sgt. 1st Class tyrone C. 
Marshall Jr.
American Forces Press Service

Official emphasizes early action

Your ad could be
here for only
$96PER MONTH
Call Mable Ruttlen for more
information at 334-393-9713

307 N. Main Street
ENTERPRISE

www.christmissions.org

For Donation Pickup Call

393-4471

Christian Mission
Bargain Centers

347-GIVE

Top 10% in the nation for patient safety

Southeast Alabama Medical Center employees and
medical sta� thank Fort Rucker for its commitment
to the security of our community and our country.
We extend our appreciation to the soldiers and
military families for their personal sacri�ces.

1108 ROSS CLARK CIRCLE DOTHAN, AL 36301 334-793-8111 SAMC.ORG

WE
APPRECIATE
FORT

RUCKER.

USKA
AFTER SCHOOL KARATE
621 Boll Weevil Circle Enterprise, AL 36330

www.scorpionkarate1.com • 334-475-4308

SERVING THE WIREGRASS FOR 10 YEARS
• Homework & Reading Assistance

• Bully Prevention Training
• Art & Craft

• Korean / Japanese Terminology

MONDAY - FRIDAY
PRESCHOOL TO

8TH GRADE

FREE PICK UP
Registering Now for new Members

Karate and Kickboxing Classes also available for adults

F P

Don’t Text 
or talk 

and drive 

No conversation 
is worth 

sacrificing the 
personal safety 
of yourself and 
others. Do not 
talk or text and 

drive. It can 
wait.
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Pick-of-the-litter
Meet Tripp, a 9-week old, male tabby kitten. He likes to play chase. 
Adoption fees vary per species and needs of animal, but include all 
up-to-date shots, the first round of age-appropriate vaccinations, 
microchip and spaying or neutering. For more information on animal 
adoptions, call the stray facility at 255-0766, open from 8 a.m. to 3 
p.m. All adoptable animals are vet checked and tested for felv/fiv (for 
cats) or heartworm for dogs (over six months) and on flea preven-
tion. The facility needs donations such as dry or canned foods for 
cats, dogs, kittens and puppies, as well as blankets, toys and towels. 
Donations can be dropped off at the stray facility. Visit the Fort 
Rucker stray facility’s Facebook page at http:// www.facebook.com/
fortruckerstrayfacility/ for constant updates on the newest animals 
available for adoption.

Market Location:
Downtown Enterprise on the Corner of W. College St.

& 101 S. Conner St. (by Railroad Depot across train tracks)

Come & taste real flavors, support our farmers,
enjoy the season, connect with your community and

discover the “Spice of Life” - Variety!

For more information call Birgit Briggs
Community Service Coordinator

(334) 348-2668

ENTERPRISE FARMER’S MARKET 2014ENTERPRISE FARMER’S MARKET 2014

REGULAR FARMER’S

MARKET DAYS

Tuesday, Thursday

& Saturday

7:00AM - 11:00AM

July 12, 2014
8:00AM

Prize
Give-A-Way

“Watermelon Fashion Contest”
Paint, sew or embroider your outfit with any melon design, decorate hats, bags
or shoes, make your own jewelry and let your imagination take over to create
the most unique ensemble. Store bought clothes and accessories are allowed.

$5.00
RX Plan
Get a month

Supply of certain
medications!

Elba

Religious 
Services

WoRSHiP SeRViCeS
Except as noted, all services are on Sunday

Headquarters Chapel, Building 109
8 a.m. Multi-Cultural Worship Service

Main Post Chapel, Building 8940
9 a.m. Catholic Mass Sunday
11 a.m. Traditional Worship Service
12:05 p.m. Catholic Mass (Tuesday - Friday)
4 p.m. Catholic Confessions Saturday 
5 p.m. Catholic Mass Saturday

Wings Chapel, Building 6036
8 a.m.  Latter-Day Saints Worship Service
9:30 a.m. Protestant Sunday School
10:45 a.m. Wings Contemporary Worship Protestant Service
1 p.m. Eckankar Worship Service (4th Sunday)

Spiritual Life Center, Building 8939
10:45 a.m. CCD (except during summer months).

BiBLe STuDieS
Tuesday —
9 a.m. Protestant Women of the Chapel, Wings Chapel
5:30 p.m. Youth Group Bible Study, Spiritual Life Center
6 p.m.  Protestant Women of the Chapel, Wings Chapel
7 p.m. Adult Bible Study, Spiritual Life Center

Wednesday —
11 a.m. Above the Best Bible Study, Yano Hall
11:30 a.m. 164th TAOG Bible Study, Bldg 30501
12 p.m. Adult Bible Study, Soldier Service Center



School is out for the summer and that 
means more meals are being made at home. 
This summer, try new recipes with your chil-
dren and even have them help in the kitchen 
to encourage healthy eating choices. 

Summertime is full of all types of yummy 
foods. Some of those foods found during the 
summer are healthy, but some of them are a 
nutrition disaster. Remember, all foods can 
fit into a healthy diet in moderation.  

Children have very observant eyes and 
watch everything going on around them, 
which is why it is very important to make 
sure you are the best role model with your 
eating habits. Healthy eating is a family af-
fair. 

Good nutrition starts with breakfast. Break-
fast is the most important meal of the day, but 
is often the hardest meal to get in because of 
competing priorities. Twelve to 34 percent of 
children and adolescents regularly miss their 
morning breakfast. Eating breakfast has been 
shown to give more energy, give the body’s 
metabolism a boost and improve concentra-
tion. 

Throughout the rest of the day, meals and 
snacks should have variety, balance and 
moderation. Variety means a variety of col-
ors, flavors and textures. Food should not 
be boring. Moderation means don’t overdo 
it. It’s important to find the right balance be-
tween the calories you eat and the calories 
your body burns.  

Exercise and movement is a key propo-
nent to a healthy plan. We must keep our 
bodies moving and practice healthy eating 
habits. Exercise doesn’t have to be formal 
and strict. Exercise could be anything from 
bicycling around the neighborhood to play-
ing Frisbee with the dog. Exercise can also 
be walking the dogs, swimming, or playing 
a Wii Fit. The goal should be to get out and 
move for 30 minutes, five days a week. Exer-
cising as a Family is a great way to get your 
children involved. 

So how do we get children to make health 
eating choices? Some great ways to get chil-
dren to eat healthier foods is to get them ac-
tive in the decisions, active in the shopping, 

active in preparation and cooking, and let 
them take the recognition. 

Growing your own fruits and vegetables in 
a Family garden is also a great way to keep 
children involved in the process, and helps 
them see where their food comes from. Most 
children will not turn down food they grew, 
picked out, prepped, cooked and served. 

For more information on kids nutrition and 
recipes, please visit: www.eatright.org/kids 

Recipe: Pizza Hummus 
Makes 6 servings
Ingredients
1 16 oz. can of chickpeas, drained 
and rinsed
1/4 c tomato paste
1/4 c water
1 tsp dried oregano
1 tsp dried basil
1 Tbsp. olive oil
2 Tbsp. lemon juice
1/4 c parmesan cheese 
1/4 tsp crushed red pepper (optional)

1 clove of garlic minced
1/4 tsp each of salt and pepper

Directions
Place all ingredients into a food processor 

and puree for 1 to 2 minutes, until smooth. If 
hummus is to thick to spread, thin is with wa-
ter by adding one tablespoon at a time until 
the desired consistency. Serve with raw veg-
etables, whole grain crackers, or spread on a 
sandwich or wrap.

Nutrition Information Per Serving
Calories: 150; Fat: 5g; Saturated fat: 1g; 
Carbohydrate: 20g; Sodium: 401mg; 
Fiber: 1g
Recipe courtesy of the Academy of 
Nutrition and Dietetics 
 
July Nutrition Care Class Schedule
Army MOVE Weight Control 
Program
Class 1: Tuesday and July 29 – 
Getting Started

Class 2: July 15 – Fit For Life
Class 3: July 22 – Shape Your Plate 
Class 4: Tuesday and July 29 – 
If At First You Don’t Succeed 
Class 5: July 15 – Oops, I Did It Again 
Class 6: July 22 – Keep It Going
* Check with Nutrition Care for 
class times 

Heart Health Class
July 11, 9-11 a.m.

Diabetes Education Class
Class 1: Today, 9 a.m. to noon, 
Getting Started 
Class 2: July 10, 9 a.m. to noon, 
Meal Planning and Success Planning 
Class 3: July 17, 9 a.m. to noon, 
Disease Progression and Complications
Class 4: July 24, 9 a.m. to noon, 
Solving Problems 

Healthy Cooking Class
July 25, noon to 2 p.m.

As the Fort Rucker Intramural 
Softball regular season winds 
down, teams are going head to 
head to fight for a spot in the 
championship, and one team is 
looking to secure its spot at the 
top.

The 1st Battalion, 13th Avia-
tion Regiment’s Swift and Deadly 
beat the 1st Bn., 212th Avn. Regt. 
Lowe Ballers, 17-2, in a game 
where errors played a large part 
in the outcome.

“We’re feeling really good 
about the win tonight,” said Staff 
Sgt. Robert Ballard, coach of 
Swift and Deadly, “We’ve got 
one more game left in the regu-
lar season and hopefully we’ll be 
able to finish on top.”

Ballard said it was a combi-
nation of superior hitting and 
defense that allowed them to 
overtake their opponents so ex-
tensively, and feels fully confi-
dent that his team has a shot at the 
championship.

Swift started the game at the 
plate and was off to a slow start 
with a pop fly to left field for 
the first out of the game. They 
quickly recovered with a base hit 
to center field, but were unable to 
continue their momentum.

The Lowe Ballers seemed to 
start off on the same foot, man-
aging a base hit during their time 
at the plate, but were also unable 
to keep it going as the first inning 
ended in a scoreless tie. 

It was in the second inning that 
Swift and Deadly began to shine 
as they hit their stride, despite a 
slow start with two outs early in 
the inning.

They managed to muster their 
offense and hit base hit after base 
hit, allowing for their first score 

of the game. The 1-13th managed 
to bring in three runs before a pop 
up in the infield ended their time 
at the plate.

The Lowe Ballers needed to 
step up their offense if they want-
ed to stay in the game, but their 
chances didn’t look promising as 
they were unable to keep the ball 
on the ground with three pop flies 

in a row, giving their opponents 
the chance to extend their lead.

Up by three runs, Swift and 
Deadly had the advantage going 
into the third inning and were de-
termined to keep their momentum 
moving forward.

They were able to get two 
players on base early in the in-
ning with two walks, and a pop 

fly to center field allowed a player 
to steal third and home to extend 
their lead.

The Lowe Ballers defense 
seemed to falter as the 1-13th 
managed to keep the ball on the 
ground and bring in run after run, 
including an in-the-park home run 
thanks to errors by the 1-212th.

Errors seemed to be the name of 

the game for the Lowe Ballers as 
their players couldn’t quite seem 
to get a grip on the ball, fumbling 
throws and catches left and right.

Swift and Deadly continued 
their onslaught and managed to 
bring in 13 runs during their time 
at the plate before a line drive to 
the pitcher, which counts as an 
out in intramural softball, sent 
them back into the outfield.

The Lowe Ballers had their 
work cut out for them going into 
the bottom of the third and started 
their time at the plate with two 
outs in a row.

Despite the two outs, the 
1-212th’s offense stepped up and 
were able to get players on base, 
and finally managed to get on the 
scoreboard with a two-run RBI, 
but a pop fly to left field ended 
their mini-streak as their oppo-
nent’s sent them packing.

As Swift and Deadly took to 
the plate, it seemed inevitable 
that they would further extend 
their lead as they loaded the bas-
es, but the Lowe Ballers defense 
went to work and put an end to 
the threat.

The 1-13th’s defense followed 
suit, however, as they tightened 
up their defense, not allowing the 
Lowe Ballers the chance to close 
the gap.

Going into the fifth inning, 
Swift and Deadly continued to 
keep the ball on the ground to get 
runners on base, and managed 
another run to further extend their 
lead before their time at the plate 
ended.

As the Lowe Ballers took to 
the plate, it was their last chance 
to stay in the game. They needed 
six runs in the inning to stay in 
the game, but Swift and Deadly’s 
defense proved too much and the 
game ended in the bottom of the 
fifth, 17-2.
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Sports  sure shot
Army sweeps pistol 
championships 

story on Page D3

Swift and Deadly stomps 
Lowe Ballers in softball
By Nathan Pfau
Army Flier Staff Writer

and Health

Staff Sgt. Vintavius Stovall, player for Swift and Deadly, scores a run, narrowly making it past Ed Miranda, catcher for the 
Lowe Ballers, during an intramural softball game at the Fort Rucker softball fields Tuesday.

Photo by NathaN Pfau

summer nutrition
By Hannah M. O’Steen
Lyster Army Health Clinic Registered 
Dietetic Technician 

Healthy eating a Family affair:

German and American Soldiers rejoice or gasp at the only goal scored June 26 at Mother Ruckers during the match between Germany and USA in the World Cup. 
Although Germany prevailed, 1-0, the American team made it into the second round before falling to Belgium, 2-1.

Photo by Sara E. MartiN

GOAL!
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FORT BENNING, Ga. — Soldiers from 
the U.S. Army Marksmanship Unit gave 
the Army both the individual and team 
championships at the 55th Interservice Pis-
tol Championships at Fort Benning June 
15-20. 

The USAMU Blue won the overall 
team championship for the ninth consecu-
tive year, while Staff Sgt. Patrick Franks 
claimed his first overall individual champi-
onship.

“One of the reasons why we’ve been so 
successful is our ability to have the disci-
pline to train wisely,” said Franks. “We re-
ally take advantage of the experience that 
other people have on the team to learn 
from. Sometimes our military coach sees 
things that we don’t see ourselves, or the 
other shooters give us insight that help us 
to be better.”

The individual match came down to the 
final day, with Franks edging out Marine 
Corps Staff Sgt. Jonathan Shue by one 
point and USAMU teammate Sgt. 1st Class 
Michael Gasser by three points. 

“I knew it was going to be a tight match 
and it definitely came down to the wire,” 
Franks said. “One of the best things about 
being in this unit is the high level of com-
petitions that we shoot in. We are able to 
take the stress that goes with this kind of 
competition and use it as a positive.” 

Besides having the support of the 
USAMU, Franks also shot alongside his 
brother, Spc. Ryan Franks, a Soldier as-
signed to the 82nd Airborne Division, who 
competed in his first interservice cham-
pionship. Patrick said having his brother 
around was not only good exposure for his 
brother to such a highly-competitive envi-
ronment, but it made him better prepared 
for the match.

“I was really focused on training him the 
last two weeks and, in turn, that helped me 
become a better shooter, as well,” Patrick 
Franks said.

Besides the Army and Army Reserve 
shooters, competitors from the Marine 
Corps, the Air Force, the Navy, and the Na-
tional Guard participated in the annual com-
petition. Competitors shot matches with 
.22-caliber, .45-cal., center fire and service 
pistols, ensuring proficiency in a broad ar-
ray of pistols and enabling the competition 
to crown the best of the best.

“What I love most about this event is I 
get to draw from the talent and resources of 
our entire military,” said Lt. Col. Don King 
Jr., USAMU commander. “While they are 
out there shooting, competing and having 
fun, I am pulling in everything and seeing 
how I can use it to support the warfighter. 
Everything they do is critical and essential 

to my mission.”
The USAMU Blue team led the team 

match from start to finish for its ninth con-
secutive championship. Along with the 
Franks, team members consisted of Gasser, 
Sgt. Greg Markowski, and Staff Sgt. Jeffery 
Lewis. They were coached by Staff Sgt. 
Adam Sokolowski.

“It definitely makes me proud,” 
Sokolowski said. “We train very hard and 
put a lot of time and effort into it. I know 
what all of these guys are capable of shoot-
ing and it’s great to see them accomplish 
what they try to do.”

Besides winning the overall title, Franks 
also claimed the .22-cal. championship and 
was high shooter in the 2700. Shue won 
the center fire, service pistol, and Direc-
tor’s matches, while Gasser won the .45-
cal. match. Sgt. 1st Class Lawrence Carter 
won the Excellence-in-Competition match. 
USAMU Blue swept all of the team match-
es to go along with their overall champion-
ship. South Carolina Army National Guard 
won the high post or station team champi-
onship. 

The USAMU pistol team turns its focus 
to the National Pistol Championships at 
Camp Perry, Ohio, next month. Next up 
in the Interservice Match Series is the In-
terservice Rifle Championship, scheduled 
to be held July 13 at Marine Corps Base 
Quantico, Va.
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By Michael Molinaro
U.S. Army Marksmanship Unit

Army sweeps 55th Interservice Pistol Championships

Staff Sgt. Patrick Franks, U.S. Army Marksmanship Unit, competes during the service pistol match June 15-20 at Fort Benning, Ga., at the 55th Interservice 
Pistol Championships. Franks claimed the individual championship, his first title after coming in second the last two years. 

PhotoS by MichaEl MoliNaro

Batting cages open
The Fort Rucker batting cages are open Tuesdays and 

Thursdays from 4-8 p.m., Saturdays from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
and Sundays from 1-5 p.m. Reservations must be made 
prior to using the batting cages by calling youth sports and 
fitness at 255-2257 or 255-2254.

4th of July Flag Tournament
Silver Wings Golf Course will host its 4th of July Flag 

Tournament from 7-9 a.m. Friday. There will be a $5 entry 
fee, plus greens and cart fees, if applicable. People can sign 
up until tee time. Players must have a valid handicap to 
play. 

For more information, call 598-2449.

Free summer bowling
Rucker Lanes offers free bowling to youth all summer 

long. Each youth receives three free games of bowling and 
shoe rental for free – up to three youth, up to 13 years old 
– when at least one parent bowls with them for $8.50. The 
offer is available Mondays-Fridays until Aug. 31. The of-
fer is open to the public and exceptional-Family-member 
friendly. 

For more information, call Rucker Lanes at 255-9503.

Basketball refs
The Greater Enterprise Basketball Association Officials 

is looking for anyone interested in officiating basketball 
in the Wiregrass area at the high school and lower level. 
Training will begin later this summer.  Official must be at 
least 18 years of age. 

People interested can call Scott Morgan at 379-7868 or 
Ronnie Burnette at 586-863-2363.  

Enterprise baseball
Enterprise’s semi-pro baseball is need of players. For 

more information on the team, call 347-4275 or 464-1729.

Youth Extreme Fitness
Fort Rucker Youth Sports will host its Youth Extreme Fit-

ness program July 10 through Aug. 14, Thursdays from 6-7 
p.m. at the Youth Sports Football Fields Complex, Bldg. 
8923. Workouts include: low crawling, tire flipping, pulling 
rope, running, lawn mower pushing and sled pushing. This 
program is designed to be challenging and rewarding, but 
parents should keep in mind that this program is intended 
to push children beyond their normal comfort zones, both 
mentally and physically. The program is open to youth 
ages 8-18. There is no deadline to register, and people can 
sign up now at parent central services. To take part, youth 
must have a current sports physical and a valid Fort Rucker 
Child, Youth and School Service membership. 

For more  information, call youth sports at 255-2257 or 
parent central services at 255-9638.

PGA Sports Academy
Silver Wings Golf Course will host a juniors PGA Sports 

Academy July 22-25. Session I, for ages 5-9, is from 8-9:30 
a.m.; and Session II, for ages 10-13, is 10-11:30 a.m. Cost 
is $50 per junior. The academy is taught by PGA Profes-
sionals and is designed to provide children with the founda-
tion to enjoy golf, either socially or competitively, for life. 

For more information, call 598-2449 or 598-1632. 

Youth sports signups
Registration for youth tackle football, cheerleading, ten-

nis and fall soccer will continue through July 31. Children 
must meet age requirements by Sept. 1, 2013. A current 
sport physical and valid child, youth and school services 
registration are required for participation. Cost for each 
sport is $65 for tackle football, $40 for cheerleading, $40 
for fall soccer $40.00 (Ages 4-5 is $20) and $40 for tennis. 
A multiple child rate will be determined at parent central 
services during registration. 

For more information and to register, call 255-2257 or 
255-2254. 

Silver Wings Post Championship
Silver Wings Golf Course will host its post champion-

ship July 26 from 7-9 a.m. It will cost $5 for entry, plus 
green and cart fees, if applicable. People must sign up by 
July 24 to play. 

For more information, including who is eligible to play, 
call 598-2449.

Zumba challenge
The Fortenberry-Colton Physical Fitness Center will 

host a two-hour Zumba challenge July 31 from 5:30-7:30 
p.m. The cost will be $3.50, or patrons may use their Fit-
ness Card. Door prizes will be given and refreshments 
will be provided. The challenge is open to all authorized 
patrons. 

For more information, call 255-3794.

SPORTS Briefs

Staff Sgt. Patrick Franks, U.S. Army Marksmanship Unit, claimed his first individual championship at the 
55th Interservice Pistol Championships held June 15-20 at Fort Benning, Ga. 

Photo by JiM StEErS
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/AC2NG

NATIONALGUARD.com/AC2NG

WHEN YOU LEAVE

THE ARMY,
WE’LL GIVE YOU A PLACE TO LAND.

A BEtter Way of Life

c o m m u n i t i e s

$399,000 $368,900 $368,900

11 Overlook Pass
7 bedroom, 4 bath

Granite, fireplace, 4882 sq ft,
finished basement.

13 Overlook Pass
6 bedroom, 4 bath

Granite, fireplace,4465 sq ft,
finished basement.

604 Legends Trail
5 bedroom, 4 bath

Granite, fireplace, 4320 sq. ft.
10ft ceilings, 8 ft doors.

FOR MORE INFORMATION OR TO SEE ANYTIME CALL:
DENNIS SCOTT

334.618.6950 • Dennis@geordancommunities.com

Sunday • 1pm-5pm



While thousands are expected to 
converge upon Fort Rucker to celebrate 
America’s Independence, such a happy 
time is no time to push safety onto the 
backburner.

Summertime and the 4th of July fes-
tivities are often eagerly looked forward 
to by many, it can also be one of the most 
dangerous times for Soldiers and their 
Families. 

Between vacationing, traveling and 
people not being aware of their surround-
ings and their own bodies, there is in-
creased risk for physical injury, accord-
ing to Fort Rucker safety officials. 

In order to stay safe during the Inde-
pendence Day holiday, they recommend 
a few simple tips.

Have recommended maintenance con-• 
ducted on vehicles.
Have an emergency kit and an emer-• 
gency set of car keys.
Be sure to have a full gas tank.• 
Keep in mind that the use of cell • 
phones and texting while driving are 
illegal on Fort Rucker. A drivers li-
cense, insurance and registration are 
required to enter the post. Follow the 
posted speed limit signs and adhere to 
police directing traffic. 

People participating in other activities 
during the July 4 celebration and the rest 
of the summer should pay attention to hot 
temperatures and sun exposure to avoid 
heat related injuries.

Here are a few ways to protect against 
accidents over Independence Day week-
end and throughout the year.

Sun and heat safety
Hydrate. Be sure to drink plenty of • 
water and encourage children to do 
the same. Drinking soda, tea, coffee 
and alcohol can dehydrate you.
Individuals planning to be outside • 
should apply sunscreen and reapply it 
as necessary.
Know the signs of heat exhaustion – • 
clammy or pale skin, dizziness, ex-
cessive or no sweating.
Don’t take unnecessary risks during • 
this holiday weekend. 

Stay in the shade to prevent sunburn • 
and heat injuries.
Children and adults should wear sun-• 
glasses and hats.

“Results of not wearing sunglasses, 
hats and sunscreen don’t catch up to us 
until we get older when skin cancers start 
appearing. So, reduce your Families’ 
chances of cancer by covering up and 
reducing your exposure,” said Sharon 
Manning, installation safety director.

Swimming tips
Know your limitations. • 
Swim with a friend.• 
Supervise children while in the wa-• 
ter.
Know how to identify rip tides and • 
know what to do if caught in one.
Pay attention to the warning flags that • 
are flown at the beach: 

* Red — Stay out of the water;
* Yellow — Use caution, some under-

tow and riptides possible; and
* Blue – Calm water.

Grilling tips
Use grills in well-ventilated areas • 
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THE HAND OF FRIENDSHIP IS

EXTENDED TO FORT RUCKER

IN APPRECIATION OF YOUR

SERVICE OF OUR COUNTRY

WEB SITE: ozarkalabama.us
EMAIL: mayor@ozarkalabama.us & clerk@ozarkalabama.us

Fort Rucker has been a bond cementing strong Military - Civilian
relations in our community since 1942

COUNCIL MEMBERS:

• F�an� Ga�����

• M��� Ba��fi��d

• W�ns��n Jac�s�n

• And� G���and

• An�h�n� H���
MAyor

B���� B�ac�w���
MAyor City Clerk

M���ssa r�b�ns�n
City Clerk

Have fun, stay safe during holiday weekend
By Sara E. Martin
Army Flier Staff Writer

See Safety, Page 11
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800.660.8683 • www.SEAGD.net
Abbeville • Andalusia • Brundidge • Daleville • Dothan • Elba
Enterprise • Eufaula • Fort Deposit • Greenville • Headland

Luverne • Opp • Ozark • Troy

The Southeast Alabama Gas District

���� ������� ��������� ������� �� �� �����
������� ��� 
�	��� 
� ��� ���� ����� ��� 	�����

�� ��� ������ ������ ����������

�������� ������ ����� ���������������
� ���� ���������� ����	�

NCUA

Bldg. 8937 Red Cloud Road, Fort Rucker Across from the Commissary
341 North Daleville Avenue, Daleville
(334) 598-4411 www.aacfcu.com

We wish you and your family a
happy and safe Independence Day!

We honor the service men and
women of our country.

away from standing structures.
Make sure grills are stable. • 
Follow manufacturer’s instructions.• 
Use long-handled utensils.• 
Do not mishandle lighter fluid.• 
Make sure the gas grill lid is open be-• 
fore lighting it. 

“Most grilling injuries take place in 
the month of July and consist of ther-
mal burns. Make sure you keep children 
at least three feet away from a grill and 
don’t set the grill in an area that’s close to 
where people are socializing,” said Man-
ning.

Fireworks
Fort Rucker officials prohibit the use • 
of fireworks on post.
Read the instructions for the proper • 
use of fireworks off post.
Don’t allow children to use fireworks, • 
unless supervised by an adult.
Do not use fireworks while under the • 

influence of alcohol.
Do not point fireworks at people, ani-• 
mals or buildings.
Do not horseplay with fireworks.• 

“Although they can be exciting, festive 
and fun, it’s important to remember that 
fireworks are also dangerous. The safest 
way to enjoy 4th of July celebrations is 
to attend a public fireworks display,” said 
the safety officer.  

Alcohol consumption
Have a designated driver.• 
Drink water to keep hydrated while • 
consuming alcohol.
Don’t swim, drive, boat, or fish while • 
under the influence.
Keep track of how much alcohol has • 
been consumed.
Drink water or a hydrating liquid be-• 
tween alcoholic beverages. 

“Keep in mind that fatalities aren’t only 
caused while driving a vehicle while un-
der the influence, but also while boating 
and swimming,” said Manning. “Alcohol 

is involved in approximately 38 percent 
of drownings.”  

All of these safety tips are small things 
to remember, but any one of them ig-

nored can put a damper on a summer trip 
or festival, and some can affect lives for-
ever.  Take full advantage of the summer 
festivities Fort Rucker has to offer, but 
keep safety at the forefront.

Safety: Simple steps help people enjoy summer
Continued from Page 10
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HOME OF THE WORLD RENOWN
BREAKFAST BURRITO

Nothing could be finer...than eating at THE DINER!

YOU



try the

“chinook burger!”

Since 1969

GOD BLESS AMERICA
&

OUR HEROES IN THE U.S. MILITARY

THANK YOU FOR
YOUR SERVICE

5214 Montgomery Hwy. • Dothan, AL 36303
(334) 983-5658 • www.usmhomes.com

U.S.
Mobile
Homes

Prohibited items
Cell phone use is prohibited when operating a vehicle • 
on post without the use of a hands-free device.  Driv-
ers must safely exit the roadway to a hard stand area 
to use the cell phone if driving without a hands free 
device.
No coolers, tote bags, backpacks or containers are • 
allowed on the grounds except for medical and baby 
care items.
Fireworks of any kind are prohibited on post. • 
Glass containers are prohibited at the event. • 
Pets are not allowed due to safety concerns. • 
Weapons of any kind, including guns, knives, mace • 
and “pepper spray” are prohibited. 
No roller blades, bicycles, skateboards or scooters are • 
allowed at the event.
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• 100% Financing

• VA Loans

• FHA Loans

• Construction Loans

• Conforming Loans

• Non-Conforming

Great
Mortgage

Rates

Fort Rucker covers about 63,100 
acres of southeast Alabama countryside 
in this area known as the Wiregrass, 
and though the post is relatively small 
compared to other Army installations, 
and has no official historical sites, it is 
steeped in rich Southern history with 
pre-Civil War cemeteries predating 
1854, a former WWII prisoner of war 
camp and historical buildings that pre-
date the installation’s founding.

According to local historian Val 
McGee's book, "The Origins of 
Fort Rucker," around 200 years ago 
wealthy farmers created the commu-
nity of Westville, located about two 
miles west of Lake Tholocco. 

The buildings of the town were de-
molished long ago, but many of the 
farmsteads that were established by 
Families, such as the McCarty’s and 
the Bryd’s, who bought large pieces of 
land in what is now Fort Rucker in the 

early 1840s, still have their bones on 
post, proof that life in the area flour-
ished before the government bought 
the area from settlers.

In the 1930s, a 35,000-acre tract of 
land in Dale and Coffee counties was 
purchased by the federal government 
and withdrawn from cultivation and 
converted into a wildlife refuge – the 
Pea River Land Use Project. 

The mobilization that followed 
the attack on Pearl Harbor called for 
the creation of new training camps 
and military bases, one of which was 
Camp Rucker, said J. Patrick Hughes, 
Aviation Branch historian.

“The original name of the installa-
tion was Ozark Triangular Division 
Camp, but before it was officially 
opened on May 1, 1942, the War De-
partment re-named it Camp Rucker,” 
he said. “As Fort Rucker grew in mis-
sion, so it grew in the land required. 
There are the sites of former structures 

Fort Rucker traces roots to early 1940s
By Sara E. Martin
Army Flier Staff Writer

army Photo

The old Camp Rucker Ozark Gate stands near where it is located today. See hiStory, Page 14
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Pool. Water. Perfection.

SANDY BEACHES
POOL SERVICE

347-2584
www.SandyBeachesService.com

• Salt Systems
• Vinyl Pool Liners
• Pool Pump &
Filter Repair or
Replacement

• Leak Detection
• Safety Fences
• Safety Covers

Saluting the men and
women at Fort Rucker

C & B
MINI STORAGE

TWO LOCATIONS
Rucker Blvd & Shellfield Rd

Enterprise

“for all your storage needs...call on us”

Rent 3
months get
4th month
FREE
Rucker Blvd.

only

Contact
REGENCY MANAGEMENT

347 0048-

on the installation . . . that existed prior to 
the creation of the camp and fort.”

According to the official history of Fort 
Rucker, in January 1942, the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers completed construction 
plans for the 4,600-acre cantonment area of 
the camp. 

The J.A. Jones Construction Company 
of Charlotte, N.C., constructed 1,500 build-
ings, developed streets, utilities, wells, 
railroads, sidetracks and other facilities. 
This work was completed in fewer than the 
120 days allotted by the contract and cost 
$24,620,160.

One of the more ambitious projects, sup-
posed Michael B. Maxwell, Directorate 
of Public Works master planning division 
chief, was building an earthen dam across 
Claybank Creek to create an 850-acre lake 
– later given the Muskogee name Tholoc-
co.

The camp was named in honor of Col. 
Edmund W. Rucker, a Civil War Confeder-

ate officer, said Maxwell.
An additional 30,000 acres of land be-

tween Newton and Enterprise, including all 
privately owned lands within the boundar-
ies of the former wildlife refuge, were pur-
chased in September 1942. Later that year, 
1,259 supplementary acres south of Da-
leville were acquired for the construction 
of an airfield to support the camp.

Fort Rucker was not always used as an 
Aviation hotspot. In July 1941, the birth of 
Camp Rucker began when the War Depart-
ment selected the lands to be used as an in-
fantry training camp. According to the Fort 
Rucker Master Plan Digest, the first troops 
to train at Camp Rucker were those of the 
81st Wildcat Infantry Division. Three other 
infantry divisions received training at Camp 
Rucker during World War II – the 35th, the 
98th and the 66th. 

Camp Rucker was also used to train doz-
ens of other units. These included tank, 
infantry replacement and Women’s Army 

History: Rucker's roots started in infantry training
Continued from Page 13

See hiStory, Page 15

army Photo

A bivouac camp is set up at Camp Rucker in the early 1940s. 
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BILLY COTTER
CONSTRUCTION, INC.
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Waving the red, white & blue...in honor of YOU!

Corps units. 
As a result of the expansion of both Avia-

tion and artillery training, Fort Sill, Okla., 
became overcrowded, and the Army de-
cided to move the Army Aviation School 
to a different post – a temporary post – 
Camp Rucker, thus beginning the Aviation 
training that would one day dominate the 
camp.

Though the camp was inactive from 1946 
to 1950 and again in 1954, the school be-
gan moving to Alabama and the first class 
began in October. 

On Feb. 1, 1955, the Army Aviation Cen-
ter was officially established at Rucker. In 
October of that year, the post was given per-
manent status and the name was changed to 
Fort Rucker.

With the creation of the Army Aviation 
Branch, Aviation officer basic and advanced 
courses began in 1984, and a gradual con-
solidation of Aviation-related activities fol-
lowed, according to Maxwell.

In 1986, the U.S. Army Air Traffic Con-
trol Activity became part of the branch. In 
the following year, a Noncommissioned 

Officers Academy was established, and in 
1988, the Army Aviation Logistics School 
was incorporated into the Branch.  

More recently, in 2003, the Aviation 
Branch assumed overall responsibility 
for unmanned aircraft systems within the 
Army.

“What I have always been told is it’s hard 
to plan for the future if you don’t know 
your past or where you came from,” said 
Maxwell. “We try to maintain the integrity 
of the original site and land use, and we are 
very dependent on the people who did the 
original national plan. We will continue to 
use those original plans when we have con-
struction in the future.”

Though Fort Rucker now holds a research 
laboratory, the Warrant Officer Career Col-
lege, test centers and several regiments, the 
installation is still one of the smallest in the 
Army, sometimes being called the Army’s 
best kept secret when it comes to duty sta-
tions. 

It remains the home of Army Aviation 
and its history cannot be forgotten when 
those who train here carry the installation’s 
legacy forward, often with the nickname, 
Mother Rucker. 

History: Fort Rucker granted permanent status in 1955
Continued from Page 14

army Photo

The old Camp Rucker headquarters stands near what is now Howze Field in the mid-1940s.



ARMYFLIER.COM  ❘  July 3, 2014  ★  16



Army Flier



ARMYFLIER.COM  ❘  July 3, 2014  ★  2

COMMAND
Brig. Gen. Michael D. Lundy
Fort rucker commanding general

Col. Stuart J. McRae
Fort rucker garrison  

   commander

Lisa Eichhorn
Fort rucker Public aFFairs  oFFicer

Jim Hughes
command inFormation oFFicer

EDITORIAL STAFF
Jim Hughes
acting editor ............................255-1239

jhughes@armyflier.com

Jeremy P. Henderson
systems & design editor ...255-2253

jhenderson@armyflier.com

Nathan Pfau
staFF Writer ...............................255-2690

npfau@armyflier.com 

Sara E. Martin
staFF Writer ...............................255-1240
smartin    @armyflier.com

the Army Flier is an 
authorized publication for 
members of the department 
of defense. contents of the 
Army Flier are not necessar-
ily the official views of, or 
endorsed by, the u.s. gov-
ernment, or the department 
of the army. 
the editorial content of this 

publication is the respon-
sibility of the Fort rucker 
Public affairs office. 
ten thousand copies are 

published weekly by The Do-
than Eagle , a private compa-
ny in no way connected with 
the u.s. government under 
exclusive contract with the 
department of the army. 
the appearance of adver-

tising in this publication, 
including inserts or supple-
ments, does not constitute 
endorsement by the u.s. 
army or The Dothan Eagle 
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Wiregrass Freedom Fest

(all times are approximate)

Vendor Field
4-6 p.m. – Mockingbird Sun performs
4-10 p.m. – Food and craft vendors open

Rides Field
4-10 p.m. – Rides operate 
(fees vary, some activities may close early)

Kids Fun Zone
4-9 p.m. – Kids Confidence Course (free)
4-9 p.m. – Inflatable Fun World (fees apply)

Main Stage Field
6-9 p.m. – 98th Army “Silver Wings” Band performs
8 p.m. – Tribute to Fallen Heroes
9 p.m. – Fireworks 

Schedule of Events
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7 BIG DAYS!

HUGE
TENT SALE
July 3rd through July 9th

Discounted merchandise from every
department with up to 75% OFF!

FREE
Refreshments

Every Day

of the Sale

DalevilleDale

Fort Rucker

eville
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Fort Rucker welcomes everyone to the instal-
lation’s biggest celebration of the year as offi-
cials expect guests numbering in the thousands 
to celebrate the nation’s independence.

In a partnership with Dothan, Enterprise, Da-
leville and Ozark, the Wiregrass Freedom Fest 
will run today from 4-10 p.m., and will feature 
food, fun, games, vendors, live music and more, 
said Kristi Fink, Fort Rucker special events co-
ordinator.

“This is a great way for people in the local 
communities to come out and get to know some 
of the Soldiers and their Families during the cel-
ebration,” said Fink. “They can come out and 
interact with them and show their appreciation 
for their service to the nation.

“People from all around will be coming from 
all walks of life to take part in the celebration 
and to see one biggest fireworks shows in the 

area,” she continued. “So people should come 
out and get ready to have a good time.”

The celebration, which brings more than 
20,000 people annually to the installation, will 
feature the 98th Army “Silver Wings” Band 
who will hit the stage from 6-9 p.m. and will 
be performing a variety of music, ranging from 
modern pop to country to classical to patriotic 
hits, said Janice Erdlitz, Directorate of Family, 
Morale, Welfare and Recreation marketing di-
rector.

The band will also perform a tribute to fallen 
Soldiers to honor those who have made the ul-
timate sacrifice for the freedom that the nation 
enjoys, added Fink.

In addition to the band, people can enjoy a 
wide array of vendors, from food vendors serv-
ing all the carnival favorites, like hot dogs, ham-
burgers, turkey legs, roasted corn, boiled pea-
nuts, cotton candy, popcorn and funnel cakes, 

Freedom Fest
By Nathan Pfau
Army Flier Staff Writer

Wiregrass event features more than just a fireworks show

See Show, Page 4

Dale Medical Center
supports our
troops at home
and abroad.

open mon-thrus 10:00am-8:000pm, fri & sat 10:00am-6:00pm

PISTOL RANGE & SALES
43 County Road 17 • rucker blvd.

VISIT OUR

second location

on rucker blvd!

Photo by NathaN Pfau

A Family enjoys riding the Wrecking Ball at the Wiregrass Freedom Fest in 2012.
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123 PLAZA DRIVE • ENTERPRISE, AL • www.timwhiteheadchryslerdodgejeep.com

334-347-8906

THANK YOU FORT RUCKER

SAvE $1,000’S!

Mini Vans
Challengers
& Chargers

Jeep Wranglers
Ram Trucks up to

$8,500 Off

to craft vendors where people can purchase a 
variety of arts and crafts.

Children don’t have to feel left out during 
the festivities, said Fink. They will be able to 
enjoy jumping and bouncing at the Fun Zone, 
where inflatables and bouncy houses will be 
available from 4-8:45 p.m.

The children can also test their mettle with 
the Warrant Officer Career College confi-
dence course, where they can get a taste of 
what warrant officers go through in their 
training.

In addition to the WOCC confidence 
course, people can enjoy carnival-style rides 
for people of different age groups.

The evening will culminate with one of the 
largest fireworks displays in the area.

“Be sure to bring your lawn chairs and 
blankets, and kick back and enjoy the show,” 
said Erdlitz. “This is the party of all parties, 
and no party is complete without fireworks.”

Since Freedom Fest is sure to be a crowded 
affair, Fink suggests that people come out 

early to get their spots and enjoy everything 
that the celebration has to offer.

People coming on to the installation should 
also remember that there will be designated 
parking lots for each gate entrance. For a dia-
gram, see Pages 8 and 9.

“People need to make sure to park in the 
parking lot that is designated for the gate that 
they arrived,” said Fink. “If they came in 
the Enterprise gate, they need to make sure 
to park in area designated for the Enterprise 
gate entrance.”

When leaving the installation, people also 
need to make sure they leave from the gate 
they entered to ensure that traffic flows as 
smoothly as possible, she added.

Also, for the safety of all patrons, there are 
certain items that people are prohibited from 
bringing to Freedom Fest, including coolers, 
backpacks, pets, fireworks of any kind, glass 
containers, weapons of any kind, bicycles, 
scooters and skateboards, said Erdlitz, add-
ing that bags for medical and baby care items 
are exceptions.

For more information, call 255-9810.

Show: Fireworks provide celebration's grand finale
Continued from Page 3

Photo by NathaN Pfau

Fireworks explode over Fort Rucker during the Wiregrass Freedom Fest in 2012.



5  ★  July 3, 2014  ❘  ARMYFLIER.COM

Once again it is Freedom Fest time, 
complete with funnel cakes, bouncy 
houses and fireworks show, and the mu-
sical aspect of the day has its horns and 
drums ready to go to ensure the show is 
one to remember.

Members of the 98th Army "Silver 
Wings" Band say they are ready to put on 
a spectacular show today on the festival 
fields for all to enjoy, and they hope peo-
ple will have as much fun as they will, 
because they love what they do.

“We have been preparing for this for 
several months, making decisions on not 
only what to play, but our lighting and 
our staging aspects,” said Staff Sgt. Da-
vin Vance. “It’s going to be a big deal 
and the fireworks afterward will be a 
spectacular ending to the show.”

Vance said that live entertainment re-
ally sets the mood for an event and that 

Army band ready for spectacular concert 
By Sara E. Martin
Army Flier Staff Writer

Photo by Sara e. MartiN

Sgt. Logan Mills and other members of Sabor Tropical practice June 19 to prepare for their performance during Freedom Fest.See baNd, Page 6
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THANK YOU FOR YOUR
Courage, Sacrifice, Loyalty,

Bravery, Heroism, Leadership,
Perseverance, Protection,

Dedication, Valor...

Clark
Theatres• OZARK ~ 208 S. Merrick Ave

• MIDLAND CITY ~ Phillip J. Hamm Drive

Two locations to serve you better

people like seeing live performances 
because it gets them involved and 
performers encourage them to dance.

“Anyone can set up a (compact 
disc) player, but people are enter-
tained by live shows. It really makes 
it a party and a celebration,” he said. 
“We just want people to have a good 
time. We want to keep people moti-
vated and get their spirits up during 
the event so they are rejuvenated.”

The band has a multitude of things 
planned for Freedom Fest, including 
three separate sets that will last 40 
minutes each. 

“We wanted to hit a lot of different 
music styles. Last year we found that 
the audience responded a lot to coun-

try style. So, this year we have went 
in the direction of a little more south-
ern rock, but we still have pop, 80s 
rock, 70s soul and a number of other 
genres for everyone to enjoy,” said 
Vance. “We are just going to try to 
make it a good party for everyone.” 

Crossfire, the band’s rock group, 
will start out the show, followed by 
their Latin group, Sabor Tropical. 

“Then, when they finish, and after 
some awards have been given out 
by (Brig. Gen. Michael Lundy, U.S. 
Army Aviation Center of Excellence 
and Fort Rucker commanding gen-
eral), we will play a mix of popular 
patriotic music,” continued Vance. 

The band will hit the stage at 6 
p.m., rain or shine. If there is rain that 
pushes Freedom Fest indoors, as it 

has in years past, then the band will 
move its concert indoors to the post 
theater. 

“It will have to continually rain (for 
the event to be cancelled or moved 
indoors),” said Annette Styron, Di-
rectorate of Plans, Training, Mobili-
zation and Security plans and opera-
tions specialist. 

According to Styron, Col. Stuart J. 
McRae, Fort Rucker garrison com-
mander, will make the initial weather 
call at 8 a.m. for the sponsors and the 
event.  The initial fireworks weather 
call will be made at noon and the con-
cert weather call will be decided at 4 
p.m. 

“We still plan to launch the fire-
works at 9 p.m. unless it is totally 
flooded out,” she added.

Band: Performance promises 
patriotic music plus more
Continued from Page 5

For medical 
issues or lost 
children go to 

the Medical and 
Lost Child tents 

opposite the main 
stage on Field A.

Need 
help?
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