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Spc. Shawn Glanton embraces his wife, Kimberly, and son, Parker, Tuesday morning at Wings Chapel
upon returning home from Afghanistan.

WELGOME HOME

‘Fast and Furious’ Soldiers
return to Family, friends

By Sara E. Martin
Army Flier Staff Writer

Latishya Walk, Soldier and Army
spouse, welcomed home her husband after
nine months apart early Tuesday morning
along with nine other Families who were
gathered at Wings Chapel to welcome
home Soldiers from the 597th Ordnance
Maintenance Company.

The long wait through the evening to
the 2:30 a.m. arrival was worth it to her
and her Family, who came from Ohio to
see her husband return.

“We are both active-duty Soldiers and
we have four daughters, so the hardest
part has been separating my role as mom-
my and my role as sole provider while he
has been away,” she said, eagerly check-
ing her watch shortly before her husband’s
arrival. “It is always hard to manage the
household when one of us is away, so we
are all thankful that things will return to
normal soon.”

This was Walk’s husband’s fourth de-
ployment, but she said their Family takes
each one, one-at-a-time.

“We are really used to our routine, and
when he first left, we had to create a new
pattern. We just got used to it, so now it
is going to be a challenge to get him back
into the loop,” she said. “But that is an
adjustment we are looking forward to. We
are very proud of him, and as long as we
support each other we can do anything.”

The Soldiers deployed to Kuwait and
Afghanistan and were continuing the 164th
Theater Airfield Operations Group’s long-
standing deployment routine, something
Col. Michael Shenk, Air Traffic Services
Command and 164th TAOG commander,
thanked them for.

“You guys did a great job seeing it
through all the way to the end. Thanks
for sticking it out with our continuous
deployments,” he said.

SEE HOME, PAGE A5
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Gommand Sgt. Maj. William D. Lohmeyer accepts the NGO Sword from Col. Stuart J. McRae, Fort
Rucker garrison commander, as he assumes responsibility as the garrison command sergeant major
during a ceremony Tuesday at the U.S. Army Aviation Museum as outgoing Command Sgt. Maj. Buford
E. Noland, looks on.
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Anthony Hanks, future seventh grader, holds on to his team’s water-hottle rocket May 29 at Fort
Rucker Elementary School before air pressure sends it flying. For more, see Page A4.

FREEDOM FEST

Post readies to host
July 4 celebration

By Nathan Pfau
Army Flier Staff Writer

Fort Rucker is gearing up for one of
the installation’s biggest celebrations of
the year as officials expect people to once
again come out by the thousands to cel-
ebrate the nation’s independence.

In a partnership with Dothan, Enter-
prise, Daleville and Ozark, the Wiregrass
Freedom Fest will return to Fort Rucker in
full swing July 3 from 4-10 p.m., and will
feature food, fun, games, vendors, live mu-
sic and more, said Kristi Fink, Fort Rucker
special events coordinator.

“This is a great way for people in the
local communities to come out and get to
know some of the Soldiers and their Fami-
lies during the celebration,” said Fink.
“They can come out and interact with them
and show their appreciation for their ser-
vice to the nation.

“People from all around will be coming
from all walks of life to take part in the cel-
ebration and to see one of the biggest fire-
works shows in the area,” she continued.
“So people should come out and get ready
to have a good time.”

The celebration, which brings more than
20,000 people annually to the installation,
will feature the 98th Army “Silver Wings”
Band who will hit the stage from 6-9 p.m.
and will be performing a variety of mu-
sic, ranging from modern pop to country

PHOTO BY NTHAN PFAU
Fireworks explode over Fort Rucker during the
Wiregrass Freedom Fest in 2012,

to classical to patriotic hits, said Janice
Erdlitz, Directorate of Family, Morale,
Welfare and Recreation marketing direc-
tor.

The band will also perform a tribute to
fallen Soldiers to honor those who have
made the ultimate sacrifice for the freedom
that the nation enjoys, added Fink.

In addition to the band, people can en-
joy a wide array of vendors, from food
vendors serving all the carnival favorites,
like hot dogs, hamburgers, turkey legs,
roasted corn, boiled peanuts, cotton candy,
popcorn and funnel cakes, to craft vendors
where people can purchase a variety of arts
and crafts.

Childrendon’t have to feel left out during
the festivities, said Fink. They will be able
to enjoy jumping and bouncing at the Fun
Zone, where inflatables and bouncy houses

SEE FREEDOM, PAGE A5

By Jim Hughes
Fort Rucker Public Affairs Office

Fort Rucker Soldiers, civilians and
Family members turned out in force to
welcome the garrison’s new command
sergeant major and bid farewell to the
outgoing senior NCO Tuesday at the U.S.
Army Aviation Museum.

Command Sgt. Maj. William D. Lohm-
eyer assumed responsibility from Com-
mand Sgt. Maj. Buford E. Noland, repre-
sented by the ceremonial passing of the
NCO Sword, during a change of respon-
sibility ceremony for the garrison.

Col. Stuart J. McRae, garrison com-
mander, hosted the event, adding that it
was a significant day for the garrison.

“These two senior NCOs symbolize
what distinguishes the U.S. Army from
any other fighting force in the world, a
professional NCO Corps that leads by
example, trains by experience, knows and
enforces standards, takes care of Soldiers
—and, in our case, Soldiers, Families and
civilians — and adapts to change and suc-
cessfully accomplishes all missions. Both
Command Sergeants Major Noland and
Lohmeyer have lived by these high stan-
dards throughout their careers, and have
had a positive and lasting impact on many
Soldiers along the way.”

McRae then spoke about the numer-
ous accomplishments and awards at Fort
Rucker on Noland’s 23-month watch, his
work taking care of Soldiers, Families
and civilians, and his efforts off post to
ensure the ties between the post and the
local communities remained strong.

And the colonel welcomed Lohmeyer
to the Fort Rucker team.

“I have supreme confidence that Com-
mand Sergeant Major Lohmeyer will help
us expand on the work started by Com-

mand Sergeant Major Noland and help
us take it to the next level. Sergeant Ma-
jor Lohmeyer, you are joining a team of
teams, committed to excellence and with
an excellent track record.”

The newcomer said he appreciated all
the help he’s received in making his tran-
sition from Joint Base Lewis-McChord,
Wash., to Fort Rucker.

“You have truly made me feel wel-
come, and I look forward to working with
each and every one of you,” he said. “I
also want to thank Sergeant Major No-
land for taking the last two weeks prepar-
ing me for my life as a garrison command
sergeant major.

“It was a bit overwhelming, and | felt
like 1 was drinking from a water hose,
but | understand why,” he said. “Gene
put a lot of time and energy into building
something special here in lower Alabama,
like setting the conditions for winning the
Army Communities of Excellence and
too many awards to name. | wish you
and your Family the best of luck in your
travels and your next assignment — God-
speed.”

He then thanked McRae and said he
was looking forward to serving under the
colonel’s command.

“l cannot express to you the joy and
honor | feel in being selected for this as-
signment,” he said. “In my entire Army
career, the two things that have given
me the most satisfaction above all else
— serving my country and taking care of
Soldiers. I can think of no better place to
accomplish that than right here.”

Noland and his Family will move on
to an assignment at Fort Leonard Wood,
Mo., McRae said, adding that the sergeant
major will “get back to his roots where he

SEE NEW, PAGE A5
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PERSPECTIVE

‘SKy warriors’ reunite during anniversary

By Lt. Col. Steve Pierce and
Maj. James A. Attaway 111
1st Battalion, 13th Aviation
Regiment

The weekend of May 16-18
brought some legendary sky war-
riors back home to Fort Rucker
for the 50th Anniversary of the
Vietnam War Reunion.

The reunion was sponsored by
the 13th Combat Aviation Battal-
ion (Vietnam), and hosted by the
current 1-13th Aviation Regiment
and Fort Rucker.

Members of the 13th Combat
Aviation Battalion, and other Viet-
nam veterans, gathered to remi-
nisce, swap stories and old lies,
and remember when they were
young and ruled the skies.

Most of the attendees had
trained or spent time during their
Army careers at “Mother Ruck-
er.” For some, it was a return to
their flying home, for others, a
walk down memory lane. The
U.S. Army Aviation Center of Ex-
cellence rolled out the red carpet
for their visit.

The veterans came from Cali-
fornia, Arizona, Maine, Michigan
and most points in between. The
reunion chairman, Larry Castag-
neto, had lined up a busy sched-
ule, including Friday visits to
the Night Vision Device Branch,
Helicopter Overwater Survival
Training facility, Directorate of
Simulations and the Aviation En-
listed Training Institute.

May 16 was the first gathering
of the group and included small-
er, more personal reunions, with
crew members getting together

Pvt. Chase Francis, Pvt. Garrett Taylor and Pvt. Anthony Durrah, A Company, 1st Battalion, 13th Aviation Regiment, speak with
veterans from the 13th Combat Aviation Brigade May 17 during a social picnic between veterans and Soldiers from 1-13th.

for the first time in more than 40
years. A member of the Navy’s
Black Pony OV-10 attack squad-
ron attended the reunion for the
first time. The Black Pony, which
was also based in the Vietnam
Mekong delta, provided dedicat-
ed support to the “brown water
navy” of gunboats, landing craft
and SEAL Teams.

May 17 started with golf at the
Dothan National Club, and then
was followed by a unit picnic at
Yano Hall on Fort Rucker. Cur-
rent members and Soldiers of the
13th Aviation Regiment helped set
things up, and then shared some
Sweet Tooth BBQ while they lis-
tened to the veterans’ stories.

The favorite event during the

picnic was the opportunity to fly
in a genuine, authentic Vietnam
UH-1 Huey helicopter. The Huey
was flown by the Friends of Army
Aviation from nearby Ozark and
was painted as it was in Vietnam.
For many of those in attendance,
it was their first time back in a
Huey since leaving Vietnam, and
for Family members, it gave them
a much better perspective of what
their veterans did during their time
in the service.

The reunion dinner was held
May 17 at The Landing. There, the
veterans had a dinner date most of
them had dreamt about for more
than 40 years. Actress Chris Noel
came to visit “her boys.” Noel
hosted a daily radio show heard
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around the world on Armed Forc-
es Radio from 1966-71. In Viet-
nam, it was played in the evening
and was called “A Date with Chris
Noel.” She took requests through
the mail and answered scores of
letters from Gls on things as im-
portant as the newest dances, the
length of mini-skirts, and most
important were her trips to visit
the troops in the field. She made
over a dozen trips in all, visiting
smaller locations that were usu-
ally bypassed by the larger USO
shows.

Chris is still serving the troops
today, as she now runs a shelter
for homeless Vietnam veterans in
West Palm Beach, Fla.

“It’s what | was born to do. |

want to serve these men the same
way they served their country. |
haven’t forgotten their sacrifice,”
said Noel.

Col. Robert Doerer, chief of
staff for the USAACE, spoke at
the dinner. He thanked the men
of the 13th for their service and
for setting the standards for Army
Aviation, which are still being fol-
lowed today.

“You learned the lessons, many
written at the cost of lives, but
thousands more lives have been
saved with the tactics you devel-
oped. We are in awe of what you
did in your years of combat,” Do-
erer said.

The gathering concluded May
18 with a touching memorial cer-
emony at Veterans Park in front of
the U.S. Army Aviation Museum.
The service was attended by the
veterans and Soldiers of today.

During the event, a memorial
wreath was placed by reunion or-
ganizers, and Army Aviation Maj.
Jay Billington played and sang
“Amazing Grace.” Touching re-
marks were given by Castagneto
about the sacrifice of our brothers
and sisters in all the wars through-
out this nation’s history.

After the ceremony conclud-
ed, many of the veterans stayed
around to talk and visited with
the troops before beginning the
journey home. As Castagneto re-
marked, “They may look old, fat
and bald now, but if you had seen
these amazing men back then you
were looking at the bravest sons
of a guns you would ever meet.
They were the greatest of their
generation.”

Isabel Orellana,
future fifth grader
“I am having a farewell party
because I am moving to Wis-

consin. I am looking forward
to the party, but not leaving my

.

Tricetan Wesley,
future fifth grader
“I can’t wait to play outside

with my friends every day as
much as I want.”

Addy Thompson,
future seventh grader

“I am glad for a little break. I
want to relax with my friends
and take it easy. But I am look-
ing forward to a road trip I am

‘ ‘ Fort Rucker students celebrated the last day of class
May 29.What are you looking forward to most this
summer vacation? J9

Dominic Combs,
future seventh grader

“I am going to Kansas to see
some Family, so I am looking
forward to that, but not neces-
sarily the 15-hour car ride to get

Zander Moody,
future second grader

“I want to meet new friends
and get ready to go to a new
school. I am sad to leave my
friends behind when I move,

friends.” going on to New England with there” but excited to make new ones.”
my Family”
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Ldy in the life

Manager ensures hazardous waste safety

By Sara E. Martin
Army Flier Staff Writer

Fort Rucker residents don’t
have to worry about anthropo-
morphic, crime-fighting turtles
popping out of the sewers any-
time soon because the installation
keeps a tight lid on its hazardous
waste.

Colleen Quinlan is the hazard-
ous waste program manager, and
although she agrees that a Fort
Rucker version of the Teenage Mu-
tant Ninja Turtles would be a sight
to see, she takes her job to protect
people and the environment too se-
riously to let that occur.

“We have to do right when we
collect hazardous waste because
safety of our workforce is ex-
tremely important to us. We don’t
want people getting sick or dy-
ing from exposure to a dangerous
chemical or substance, whether
they work on post or (live near-
by),” she said.

Hazardous material can be an
item or agent that has the poten-
tial to cause harm to humans, an-
imals or the environment, either
by itself or through interaction
with other factors. While haz-
ardous waste has properties that
make it dangerous or capable of
having a harmful effect on hu-
man health or the environment,
said Quinlan.

“l am involved on both sides
of the house. My office has to ap-
prove every chemical that comes
onto base that will be used,” she
said. “The materials are managed
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Colleen Quinlan, hazardous waste program manager, inspects a barrel of military hazardous waste Monday.

and tracked when we get it and
we are responsible for the waste
forever. So, in 100 years, if some-
one found one of our drums in a
river somewhere, we are still held
liable for that.”

Quinlan said that there are
chemicals that the military has
to use that are hazardous, but of-
ficials are always looking to find
greener alternatives, and safer
processes and materials to use on
the installation.

The Wiregrass can trust Fort
Rucker to not damage communi-
ties, because of committed em-
ployees like Quinlan.

“Our mission will not succeed
at the expense of people or the
environment. Our responsibility
does not end when the water or
air crosses the installation bound-
aries,” she said.

Fort Rucker is fortunate to have
civilian and military workers that
are conscious of what they do, and
the best ways to reduce the harsh
products that they use, she said.

“We have a lot of interest in
greener products that are more
sustainable, and that has a lot to
do with us being able to bring
down our hazardous waste,” she
added.

Fort Rucker is a large quan-
tity generator of hazardous waste
because it generates more than
2,200 pounds of waste per month.
The installation has decreased its
hazardous waste generation from
297,436 pounds in 2004 to 74,414
in 2013, with the help of workers
like Quinlan.

“l do everything from identify
and characterize installation pro-
cesses that generate hazardous
waste and maintaining records to
ensuring that the waste is shipped
before 90 days (which is the le-
gal holding limit at Fort Rucker).
I also help develop and imple-

ment installation initiatives to re-
duce the generation of hazardous
waste,” she said.

The position calls for someone
who can multitask, said Quin-
lan, a self-described “passionate
worker”.

“| feel like | have to be every-
where all the time because Fort
Rucker has contractors coming
and going every day. So, | have to
make sure that everyone is com-
plying with our regulations, and
that is important to me because
I want to make sure we are all
safe,” she said.

Quinlan said that working with
Soldiers is one of the best things
about her work.

“Soldiers really feel comfort-
able stopping in or calling with
questions about recycling or haz-
ardous waste removal, and it’s
great that they care enough to
seek out all avenues and to come
to our training,” she said.

Quinlan added that many Sol-
diers “really care about this mis-
sion to sustain what we have. That
shows that they really believe in
the Army Values.”

One minor slipup handling and
labeling the hazardous waste can
have dire consequences for ev-
eryone, financially and environ-
mentally. It can also cause bodily
harm to an entire community, said
the program manager.

“l can’t let a mundane routine
make me forget about how im-
portant this mission is to every-
one and everything around us,”
she said.

Fort Rucker Exchange rewards students

By Susie Antonello
Fort Rucker Army and Air Force
Exchange Service

Military students can turn good grades
into rewards with the AAFES You Made

the Grade program.

From first graders to high school se-

niors, pupils who maintain a B average
or higher are eligible for the program that
recognizes academic excellence.

The You Made the Grade program re-
wards military students with a coupon
booklet filled with free offers and dis-
counts, including a free regular six-inch
Subway sandwich and a Burger King
Tendergrill chicken sandwich. Those who
make the grade will also score Snack Av-
enue coupons for a free 16-ounce drink, a
complimentary hot dog and more.

Other offers include $5 off a $25 iTunes
gift card, as well as discounts on clothing

and shoes, among others. Students with a
B average or better can also enter the You
Made the Grade semiannual sweepstakes
to receive gift cards worth $2,000, $1,500
or $500.

“The Fort Rucker Exchange is proud
to reward military students who make it
their mission to do well in school,” said
Lorenzo Salgado, Fort Rucker Exchange
general manager.

“Service members’ children face unique

challenges inside and outside the class-
room,” he said, noting MilitaryFamily.org
reports that most military children will at-
tend nine different schools from kindergar-
ten through 12th grade. “The Fort Rucker
Exchange recognizes these students’ chal-
lenges and they deserve to be rewarded.”
Students, including those who are home
schooled, can receive a You Made the
Grade coupon booklet by presenting a
valid military ID and proof of an overall B

COURTESY GRAPHIC

average at the Fort Rucker Exchange at the
main exchange customer service section.
Eligible students can pick up one coupon
booklet for each qualifying report card.

Entries for the gift card sweepstakes
drawing can be submitted twice a year,
with drawings typically held in June and
December.

Students and guardians can visit the Fort
Rucker Exchange for more information
about the You Made the Grade program.

News Briefs

Vacation Bible School

The Fort Rucker Chaplaincy will host its week-long
Vacation Bible School for children in preschool (if ac-
companied by parent or guardian) through sixth grade
Monday through June 13 from 8:30-11:30 a.m. at the
Spiritual Life Center, Bldg. 8939. The theme will be
“Covenant Adventure - God Calls His People.” The
event will feature Bible lessons, crafts, music, rec-
reation, snacks and daily celebrations, according to
chapel officials who added that this is an opportunity
for children to focus for a week on learning about the
Bible, and also developing close friends within the
chapel while having a great time. Additionally, cha-
pel officials said VBS is an opportunity for teens and
adults to provide service to the chapel through assis-
tance with the program.

To register, volunteer or get more information, call the
religious education center at 255-3946 or 255-2989.

AER closing ceremony

The Army Emergency Relief closing ceremony is
now scheduled for June 13 at 2 p.m. in the Regimental
Conference Room in Bldg. 101.

Command team change

The 1st Battalion, 13th Aviation Regiment will host
a change of command and change of responsibility cer-
emony June 13 at 8:30 a.m. at Howze Field — in case of
inclement weather, the ceremony will take place in the
U.S. Army Aviation Museum. Lt. Col. Romeo R. Ma-
calintal Jr. will assume command from Lt. Col. Steven
M. Pierce, and Command Sgt. Maj. Ronald K. Graves
will assume responsibility from Command Sgt. Maj. Ja-
son J. Palfreeman.

Nutritional cooking
Lyster Army Health Clinic’s nutrition care experts
will put on a cooking class June 20 from noon to 2 p.m.

at the clinic. The nutrition care experts will show peo-
ple how to prepare delicious, easy meals for the whole
Family. There will also be samples of each meal, along
with the recipe at the end of the class.

For more information or to reserve a seat at the table,
call 255-7986.

Free ‘Transformers’ screening

The post theater offers a free advance screening of
“Transformers: Age of Extinction” June 21 at 2 p.m.
Tickets can be picked up at the Fort Rucker Main Ex-
change Food Court for the not-rated film.

Lyster closure
Lyster Army Health Clinic will close for training June
25 at noon.

Marriage 101

Marriage 101, a premarital seminar and training, will
be held on the second and fourth Tuesdays and Wednes-
days of each month from 1:30-4:30 p.m. at the Spiritual
Life Center, Bldg. 8939. Marriage 101 is mandatory for
those wishing to get married at Fort Rucker, according
to Chaplain (Capt.) Troy D. Allan.

For more information, call 255-3447 or 255-3903.

Opportunity knocks

The following internal positions are available on Fort
Rucker: Supervisory Accountant, GS-0510-13, Vacancy
No. SCEG1405615311077951, with TRADOC, with a
closing date of Friday; Human Resources Specialist
(Classification/Recruitment), GS-0201-11, Vacancy No.
SCEG140726301125513, with the Office of the Chief
of Staff of the Army, with a closing date of Friday; Pro-
gram Support Assistant (OA), GS-0303-05, Vacancy
No. SCEG140264881116081, with Fort Rucker garri-
son, with a closing date of Friday; Business Manager,
GS-1101-12, Vacancy No. SCEG140549591128498,

with the Directorate of Human Resources, with a clos-
ing date of Sunday; Contact Representative (OA),
GS-0962-05, Vacancy No. SCEG140108171125910,
with MEDCOM, with a closing date of Monday; Con-
tact Representative (OA), GS-0962-05, Vacancy No.
SCEG14007471121503, with MEDCOM, with a clos-
ing date of Monday; Health Technician, GS-0640-04,
Vacancy No. SCEG140111591131339R , with MED-
COM, with a closing date of Wednesday; and Interdis-
ciplinary, GS-0401/0819/1301/1320-11, Vacancy No.
SCEG140078811106932D, with Fort Rucker garrison,
with a closing date of June 19.
For more, check out www.usajobs.gov.

Thrift shop

The Fort Rucker Thrift Shop is open Wednesdays-
Fridays from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. The thrift shop needs
people’s unwanted items. People can drop off donations
at any time in the shed behind the shop (former Armed
Forces Bank building) located in front of the theater next
door to the bowling alley. Donations are tax deductible.

For more information, call 255-9595.

Fire extinguisher servicing

The Fort Rucker Fire Department is unable to pro-
vide people portable fire extinguisher service, but it is
still able to conduct annual inspections and tag replace-
ments. For six-year maintenance, recharges and hydro-
static testing, there are local businesses that can assist
people.

For more information, call 255-3316.

ID card section

Those who need a military or military dependent ID
card may make an appointment by calling 255-2437 or
255-2182. Walk-ins are served on a first-come, first-
served basis. People may experience delays in service
from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m.
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Students celebrate last day of class

By Sara E. Martin
Army Flier Staff Writer

School may be out for the summer for
Fort Rucker schools, but teachers and stu-
dents are both happy and sad with upcom-
ing transitions, additions and changes.

Fort Rucker Elementary and Primary
Schools dismissed the students May 29 to
cheers and a few tears, but many students
said they are looking forward to a relaxing
summer although many are moving away
from the Wiregrass area.

“We are moving to Fort Campbell, Ky.,
so | am a little nervous and excited to make
new friends and go to a new school,” said
Xander Moody, Army Family member. “I
will miss this school because | really liked
being in the chorus because we got to sing
and go and see places around (the commu-
nity). But learning how to add and subtract
was neat, too.”

Addy Thompson, future seventh grader,
is fortunate enough to stay in the Wire-
grass but is nervous about transitioning to
middle school.

“l really enjoyed science this year be-
cause we had some really cool projects.
I like the possibilities that the class let us
explore. The invention convention where
we all made a new invention at home was
awesome,” she said. “I will really, really
miss the teachers here, and | won’t be
going to the same school as some of my
friends. But, I am looking forward to new
classes | can take.”

Even the principals were reflective and
somewhat emotional when letting the stu-
dents go, some for the final time.

“Many of these students leaving the
school | have seen grow over the last few
years and | am so happy that | got to see the
progression that all of them have made,”
said Vicki Gilmer, Fort Rucker Primary
School principal. “I even teared up at the
sixth grade graduation (May 28). All of the
students have worked so hard and it’s just
exciting to see them heading off to middle
school.”

Gilmer said the school has had an amaz-
ing year with events, partnerships and test-
ing.

“We had so much going on this year.
Some of my favorites were (Science,
Technology, Engineering and Mathemat-
ics) Fest, Time to Shine Rally and our
‘Wizard of Oz’ production,” she said. “We
also began new partnerships with differ-
ent organizations on post like U.S. Army
Aeromedical Research Laboratory and
Lyster Army Health Clinic. It was really
nice to have a buddy in the neighborhood
that could further educate the students.”

The school also received the Terra Nova

PHOTO BY SARA E. MARTIN

Kylie Momeny, Kylie Dewitt, Samantha Slate, and Zechariah Long, Army Family members, create a sail experiment May 29 during the last day of school.

test results last week and they were “abso-
lutely outstanding,” she said.

The average score for the Terra Nova is
50 percent, said Gilmer and every grade
level and in every content area FRES
scored well above that.

“We went up as a school in 14 catego-
ries. Our sixth grade class scored ... in the
70 and 80 percentile, and that is remark-
able,” she said.

FRPS celebrated the last week of school
with more than just play dates, said Debo-
rah Deas, Fort Rucker Primary School
principal.

“This last week has been really fun and
packed full of activities for all the stu-
dents,” she said. “We watched movies,
had a water-themed field day along with
our traditional field day, and had beach-
themed days, pizza parties, game days and
other various activities.”

Emma Rose Chandler, future second
grader, reflected on what she liked best
about primary school and what she is
looking forward to most at the elementary
school.

“l liked going to gym class because
| got to play fun games with my friends
while exercising,” she said. “I am looking
forward to going to elementary school be-
cause | will get to meet new teachers and
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get a locker.”

Deas also regarded the school year with
success, though she was also sad she was
losing students.

“One of my favorite things we did this
year was Operation Celebration where
we sent Christmas presents to Soldiers
overseas. But, we also had a STEM night
where we invited parents to build a project
with the students.”

The primary school had the Georgia-
Alabama Teacher of the Year, which add-
ed another aspect to the school’s thriving
year.

This will be the first year in many that
the school will not have major renovations
or infrastructure rebuilding.

“Here is to next year being as good as
this one,” said Deas as children flooded
the halls to say goodbye.
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Home: Deployment a career-building experience

Continued from Page Al

Brianna Parnell, wife of Staff Sgt.
Brandon Parnell, said this was the hardest
deployment she had to withstand because
the couple’s young daughter was sick
throughout the nine months.

“It’s hard for my daughter not to have
her daddy at home. She realizes he is gone,
and every time the (video chat) rings she
knows it’s him and she runs to the com-
puter,” she said. “I just had to wake up
every day with a positive attitude because
in this type of job you have to.”

The Parnell’s planned a big surprise for
their daughter, who was not at the cer-

emony, for later that morning.

“We are going to have him (video chat)
with her later today, pretending like he is
still deployed. And he will come through
the door and surprise her,” she said.

CW4 Robert Martin also returned
Tuesday and felt that the mission where
they conducted airfield maintenance was
a success, even though there were a few
challenges along the way.

“We had many Soldiers get certified
while we were inspecting airfields and
landing zones for safety and operational
effectiveness. We also helped design
more effective use of combat airspace and
helped numerous airfield managers in the

southwest Asia theater and the south-cen-
tral Asia theater with airfield management
issues and air traffic control problems,”
he said. “So, we were pretty busy.”

This type of experience can be really
rewarding for many Soldiers because it is
a career builder, said Martin.

“To see the different countries and in-
teract with different services and differ-
ent military occupational specialties is
invaluable,” he said. “Soldiers can take
away resilience, the ability to work in
harsh and austere conditions, and a pas-
sion for their job that they might not have
had before.”

For one Soldier who returned, it was

the learning experience of a lifetime.

“This was my first deployment and I
learned so much — | gained so much ex-
perience. | grew up a lot out there as a
Soldier and as a person,” said Spc. Shawn
Glanton. “I definitely learned that the
work you put in is the work you get out.”

Glanton said being away from his son
was 100 percent the hardest thing he has
ever had to do.

“l missed my Family for sure — it was
so hard being away from Parker. Thank
God for (video chatting). The last 24
hours were rough knowing I was so close
to home yet still so far away. | am glad to
be home.”

Freedom: Events to include carnival-style rides, confidence course

Continued from Page A1

will be available from 4-8:45 p.m.

The children can also test their mettle with the Warrant
Officer Career College confidence course, where they can
get a taste of what warrant officers go through in their train-
ing.

In addition to the WOCC confidence course, people
can enjoy carnival-style rides for people of different age
groups.

The evening will culminate with one of the largest fire-
works displays in the area.

“Be sure to bring your lawn chairs and blankets, and kick
back and enjoy the show,” said Erdlitz. “This is the party of
all parties, and no party is complete without fireworks.”

Since Freedom Fest is sure to be a crowded affair, Fink
suggests that people come out early to get their spots and
enjoy everything that the celebration has to offer.

New: Sergeant
major returns
to his roots

Continued from Page Al

will be working with proponency issues for the Military
Police Branch and making the Army a better place.”

“Sergeant major, you’ve been a fantastic battle buddy,”
McRae continued. “I’ll never forget the level of personal
loyalty that you consistently showed me and the people
of Fort Rucker garrison during our time together. Thank
you for your service, and | want to wish all the best to you
(and his Family) as you set off on the next chapter of your
lives.”

People coming on to the installation should also remem-
ber that there will be designated parking lots for each gate
entrance.

“People need to make sure to park in the parking lot that
is designated for the gate that they arrived,” said Fink. “If
they came in the Enterprise gate, they need to make sure
to park in the area designated for the Enterprise gate en-
trance.”

When leaving the installation, people also need to make
sure they leave from the gate they entered to ensure that
traffic flows as smoothly as possible, she added.

Also, for the safety of all patrons, there are certain items
that people are prohibited from bringing to Freedom Fest,
including coolers, backpacks, pets, fireworks of any kind,
glass containers, weapons of any kind, bicycles, scooters

and skateboards, said Erdlitz, adding that bags for medi-
cal and baby care items are exceptions.
For more information, call 255-9810.
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