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While zero tolerance is the goal, the Army admits it still 
has work to do to combat sexual assault and harassment.

So, to educate its Soldiers and staff members with the 
best resources possible, Fort Rucker invited Russell Strand 
to speak to command teams, Sexual Harassment and As-
sault Response and Prevention personnel and other first 
responders during a seminar May 7 at Wings Chapel. 

He will discuss achieving culture change to eliminate 
sexual assault, according to Sgt. 1st Class Lance Osborne, 
Fort Rucker SHARP program manager.

As a DOD SME in the 
areas of spouse and child 
abuse, critical incident peer 
support, and sexual vio-
lence, and as the chief of the 
U.S. Army Military Police 
School behavioral sciences 
education and training divi-
sion, he has much to expose 
on the topic.

According to seminar de-
tails, sex offenders thrive 
in a rape-prone, rape myth-
accepting culture. The 
seminar will explore many 
societal myths and biases 
that enable sex offenders to 

operate successfully without suspicion and detection.
Strand will also discuss how they deceive, why they do 

what they do, and how people can peer through the fog and 
identify them. 

Participants will be presented with up-to-date research, 
case studies and strategies on understanding sex offenders 
from a criminal justice viewpoint.

The session will inform attendees on typical offender 
typologies, how offenders groom and manipulate victims, 
coworkers, friends, relatives, neighbors and even profes-
sionals. 

“Sexual assault victims don’t witness sexual assault, 
they experience it, and the impact can be significant,” said 
Strand. “We will explore what we now know about the 
neuroscience of sexual trauma and suggest better response 
modalities.” 

Strand expects attendees, upon completion of the semi-
nar, to be able to identify rape myths that enable sex of-
fenders to thrive, understand the impact and neuroscience 
of sexual assault, and how to define culture change and 
implement actions to create positive change.

“We will build on education, theories, promising best 
practices, and research to actively and intentionally change 
our culture to reduce — with a vision to eliminate — sexu-
al assault in our society,” he said.

Strand has an extensive resume that he has built in the 
last 40 years.

According to Strand’s biography, he has established, 
developed, produced and conducted the U.S. Army Sexual 
Assault Investigations, Domestic Violence Intervention 
Training, Sexual Assault Investigations and Child Abuse 
Prevention and Investigation Techniques courses, and 

By Sara E. Martin
Army Flier Staff Writer

SHARP
Expert seeks to help 

eliminate sexual assault
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Staff Sgt. Ron Rivera, Staff Sgt Orlando Yanez, Staff Sgt. Michael Evancheck, Staff Sgt. Johnathan Schmanski, and Sgt. 1st Class Clay 
Engle, push a Humvee up a hill near Beaver Lake as a part of the NCO Academy Iron Squad Challenge.  

ARMY STRONG

SALUTING SELFLESSNESS
Post honors volunteers for service

Fort Rucker paid tribute to its vol-
unteers at The Landing April 23 with 
the theme “Changing Lives and the 
Community.

Volunteers are an invaluable re-
source to the community, said Col. 
Robert Doerer, U.S. Army Aviation 
Center of Excellence deputy com-
mander.

“I want to thank you all for coming 
today,” Doerer said. “The Army offers 
a lot of great programs. Many of the 
programs are accomplished by these 
volunteers who will be recognized 
here today. Our volunteers are the key 
component in making the Army, Army 
Strong and what the Army is today.

“The ones who volunteer do not ask 
to be recognized,” he added. “They do 
what they do to make a difference and 
this is just a small token to show them 
we do recognize what they do for the 
Army.”

Aviation Branch Command Sgt. 
Maj. Eric Thom said volunteers at Fort 
Rucker are something special.

“I have been at Fort Rucker for a 
little over three weeks,” Thom said. 
“Volunteers are the backbone of the in-
stallation. And, I must say, Fort Ruck-
er definitely shows southern hospital-
ity and I believe that is also because of 
our volunteers here. They all go out of 
their way to make you feel welcome 
and a part of the team here.”

A host of volunteers were given 

volunteer challenge coins and honored 
for contributing 50 or more hours of 
service to the community. Others were 
recognized for giving 500 or more 
hours: Maria Aponte, Amy Burns, 
Theresa Carter, Therese Erthal, Heidi 
Greve, Helen Kosman, Darcy Lynch, 
Lauren McGinnis, Katherine Moore, 
Carol Sanders and Earnest Smith Jr.

The 2013 Volunteer Award winners 
were:

Youth Volunteer of the Year – •	 Ju-
lia and Dominick Backmann, who 
were recognized for their work 
with the chapel, Catholic Sunday 
School, Vacation Bible School, the 
youth ministry and other activi-
ties;
Active Duty Volunteer of the •	
Year – 1st Sgt. Steven Thorman, 
who was recognized for his efforts 
in youth sports, including coach-
ing baseball, soccer and basketball, 
and mentoring youth, along with 
other activities;
Adult Volunteer of the Year – •	 Su-
zanne Buchanan, who was recog-
nized for her efforts with the Fort 

Rucker Community Spouses Club 
and the Fort Rucker Elementary 
School, along with many other ac-
tivities; 
Volunteer Family of the Year – •	
the Yearicks Family, who were rec-
ognized for their efforts with the 
1st Battalion, 145th Aviation Regi-
ment, the 98th Army Band and the 
unit’s Family readiness group, the 
arts and crafts center, thrift shop, 
Cub Scouts, youth sports and other 
activities;
Helping Hand Award – •	 Amanda 
Gomez, who was recognized for 
her efforts with the Taunton Fam-
ily Children’s Home; and
Lifetime Achievement Award •	
– Rhonda Blair, who was recog-
nized for her efforts with military 
Families, managing volunteers 

By Michele W. Forehand
Contributing Writer

Russell Strand

The Yearicks Family 
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Post hosts 3rd Earth Day Expo
Event features Earth-friendly products
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The Southeast Alabama Gas District attended the Earth Day Expo, showing off a natural gas-powered Hon-
da Civic. Terry Tradaway, marketing representative for SEAGD’s Central Division, takes time to discuss the 
importance of natural gas-powered vehicles with Johnny Buchanan, Fort Rucker Environmental Office.

Fort Rucker hosted its 
third annual Earth Day 
Expo April 22 and more 
than 10 vendors displayed 
items ranging from cloth 
diapers to natural gas-op-
erated vehicles, all which 
help preserve the environ-
ment.

“I want to thank all the 
vendors for participat-
ing today,” said Melissa 
Lowlavar, environmental 
management branch chief. 
“The vendors are dis-
playing all earth-friendly 
products that can be used 
at work and at home. The 

products not only help 
with the environment, but 
they are less expensive, as 
well.”

Darrell Hager, Director-
ate of Public Works Envi-
ronmental Office Sustain-
ability Program manager, 
said the expo is an impor-
tant outreach effort.

“We host the event annu-
ally to help reach a wider 
area to help share the im-
portance of saving our re-
sources,” Hager said. “The 
No. 1 key is to always recy-
cle. We only have a limited 
number of resources and 
we need to conserve what 
we have by recycling.

“One factor that I hope 

everyone takes into con-
sideration after today is, be 
aware of what you do, such 
as what you are buying to 
either clean your home or 
office, and what do you 
do with it all when you are 
done using it. Take time to 
be aware of what that prod-
uct is doing to the environ-
ment.”

One vendor seemed to 
catch everyone’s attention 
– the natural gas-powered 
vehicle on display at the 
SEAGD booth. 

“The Honda Civic we 
have with us is the duel fu-
eled, natural gas-powered 

By Michele W. Forehand
Contributing Writer
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The Secretary of the Army fully 
established a special victim’s ad-
vocacy program Jan. 1 that en-
titles victims of sexual assault to 
legal representation from the mo-
ment the victim reports the crime 
through the conclusion of all legal 
proceedings against the alleged 
perpetrator.  

This program is available to Sol-
diers, adult dependents of Soldiers, 
or other qualifying sexual assault 
victims who are affiliated with the 
military when the alleged perpetra-
tor is a Soldier.  

Immediately after victims report 
that they have been sexually as-
saulted, they may choose to have a 
special victim counsel assigned as 
their representative. SVCs are le-
gal assistance attorneys (normally 
captains) with demonstrated expe-
rience, maturity and judgment.  

Because the SVC represents the 
victim’s interests, the SVC and 
victim maintain an attorney-client 
relationship. This means that all 
communications between the vic-
tim and SVC remain confidential 
unless the victim permits the SVC 
to reveal information in an effort to 
achieve the victim’s goals related 
to the prosecution of the alleged 
perpetrator.  

The specially trained SVC 
will guide a sexual assault victim 
through the various aspects of the 
legal process against the alleged 
perpetrator. For example, after a 
victim makes an allegation of sex-
ual assault, the SVC may accom-
pany the victim to interviews with 
criminal investigators.  

The SVC may represent the 

victim’s interests at pre-trial hear-
ings, advocate for the victim when 
government prosecutors and com-
manders are deciding whether to 
move forward with a case, and 
protect the victim’s rights during 
the court-martial itself.  If the per-
petrator is convicted and sentenced 
at court-martial, as part of the post-
trial process, the convicted Sol-
dier may later request a reduced 
sentence from the commanding 
general who convened the court-

martial.  
Before deciding whether to grant 

such a request, however, the SVC 
may help the victim submit a vic-
tim-impact statement expressing 
the victim’s preferences regarding 
the convicted Soldier’s request for 
leniency. 

Aside from providing support 
during the legal proceedings, as a 
legal assistance attorney, the SVC 
is available to provide the victim 
with a broad range of legal assis-

tance services. For example, if a 
Soldier sexually assaults a depen-
dent spouse, the victim may need 
legal assistance regarding legal 
separation, divorce proceedings, 
child custody or child support. 

The SVC can advise the victim 
about each of those matters and 
recommend whether the victim 
should seek the services of a civil-
ian attorney. SVCs may also con-
nect victims with various resources 
on the installation, such as Army 

Community Service or the health 
clinic.  

The establishment of the special 
victim’s advocacy program repre-
sents a significant increase in the 
rights of victims and their partici-
pation in the Army’s criminal jus-
tice process. SVCs will zealously 
ensure that victims understand the 
process, the victim’s best interests 
are always represented, and that 
victims are treated with fairness, 
dignity and respect.
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Perspective

Beverly Smith, 
retired military

“Find a closet or an interior 
bathroom, and bring mattresses 
and pillows, and pile them on 
top of yourself and your kids to 
stay safe.”

“Depending on the type of 
weather, make sure you get 
what you need to survive like 
food, water and supplies.”

“If you have a smart phone, 
have a weather app on your 
phone that will give you 
weather tips and alerts to keep 
up with the weather.”

“Make sure that you listen to 
the radio station and be cautious 
of everything that they tell you to 
do. Also, it’s always good to have 
a supply kit ready with water 
and things like that, but most 
importantly stay informed.”

Staff Sgt. Lee Brown, 
1st Bn., 223rd 

Avn., Regt

Spc. Sean Beavens, 
6th MP Detachment

Mary Turner, 
military spouse

Severe weather can strike with little more than 
a moment’s notice. What are some simple tips 

Families should keep in mind to remain safe when 
weather quickly becomes dangerous?

“
”

“Make plans to go somewhere 
safe if you don’t live in a shelter 
that is well built.”

2nd Lt. James Hastings, 
D Co., 1st Bn., 

145th Avn., Regt.
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publication for members of the 
Department of Defense. Contents 
of the Army Flier are not necessarily 
the official views of, or endorsed by, 
the U.S. government, or the Depart-
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The editorial content of this publica-
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company in no way connected with 
the U.S. government under exclu-
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All editorial content of the Army 
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Office, U.S. Army Aviation Center of 
Excellence and Fort Rucker, AL.
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Everything advertised in this pub-

lication shall be made available for 
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equal opportunity policy by an ad-
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shall refuse to print advertising from 
that source until the violation is 
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Editorial contacts
Contribute news items or photo-

graphs by contacting the Army Flier, 
Public Affairs Office, U.S. Army 
Aviation Center of Excellence, Fort 
Rucker, AL 36362, or call (334) 
255-2028 or 255-1239; calls to other 
PAO numbers are not normally 
transferable.

If you would like to contact the 
Army Flier by e-mail, please contact 
the editor at jhughes@armyflier.com.

ACE 
suicide 

intervention

Ask your buddy
Have the courage to ask the question, but stay • 
calm.
Ask the question directly. For example, “Are you • 
thinking of killing yourself?”

Care for your buddy
Remove any means that could be used for self-• 

injury.
Calmly control the situation, do not use force.• 
Actively listen to produce relief.• 

Escort your buddy
Never leave your buddy alone.• 
Escort to the chain of command, a chaplain, a behavioral • 
health professional or a primary care provider.

By Fort Rucker Office of the 
Staff Judge Advocate

Advocacy program established for victims
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Secretary of the Army John M. McHugh speaks at a Pentagon ceremony marking the start of Sexual Assault Awareness Month, which was observed in April.
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Hundreds of Soldiers, friends, 
Family members and co-workers 
saluted a combined 258 years of 
service to the country as nine Sol-
diers and one civil servant retired 
during a ceremony Friday at the 
U.S. Army Aviation Museum.

Col. Jayson Altieri, 110th Avi-
ation Brigade commander, spoke 
at the event about the importance 
of honoring the nation’s retiring 
veterans and civil servants.

“The men and women we are 
going to recognize here today 
have served their country honor-
ably, and now they will take on 
the title of retired veterans or civ-
il servants,” he said. “In the his-
tory of the United States, retired 
veterans and civil servants have 
held a special place in history, 
and their importance was rec-
ognized by none other  than the 
first commander in chief, Gen. 
of the Continental Army George 
Washington, who once said, ‘the 
willingness of which young peo-
ple are likely to serve in any war, 
no matter how justified, shall be 
directly proportional to how they 
perceive veterans of earlier wars 
were treated and appreciated by 
our nation.’

“It’s important that ceremonies 
like this today recognize our civil 
servants, recognize our retired 
veterans in front of their friends, 
their Families and their peers … 
because it does send a very spe-
cial message to those who will 
come after us to serve,” Altieri 
added. 

The colonel also paid homage 
to the legacy left by retiring vet-
erans and civil servants, taking 
umbrage with something a gen-
eral officer once said to people 
suspect of the Army’s transition 
and modernization, “This is not 
your grandfather’s Army.”

“While the statement may have 
been true, I would like to add the 
following caveat: were it not for 
those men and women who have 
served before us, both in civil ser-
vice and as military veterans, we 
would not have the elite profes-
sional fighting force that the U.S. 
Army is today. And we owe them 
a round of applause,” he said.

“The time that it will take 
today to recognize our fellow 
Americans and their Families 
may seem like a small trifle, but 
the message is powerful, and it 
is the least we can do for these 
great Americans and their Fami-
lies who we recognize today,” he 
added.

Maj. Terry Brooks
Brooks served 26 years in 

the military, culminating in an 
assignment as the chief of the 
doctrine branch, Directorate of 
Training and Doctrine. He served 
overseas in Hawaii, South Ko-
rea, the western Pacific with a 
Navy Amphibious Ready Group 
and Afghanistan. He stated the 

highlight of his career was be-
ing asked to return to active duty 
after 13 years to be the doctrine 
branch chief and having the full 
encouragement of his wife, Di-
anne. He and his wife plan to re-
side in Enterprise.

CW5 Johnny Silva
Silva served 31 years in the 

Army, culminating in an assign-
ment as director, Warrant Officer 
Staff Course at the Warrant Of-
ficer Career College. He served 
overseas in South Korea, Ger-
many, Hawaii, Bosnia, Iraq and 
Afghanistan, including multiple 
combat tours in support of Op-
eration Enduring Freedom and 
Iraqi Freedom. He said he con-
siders the highlight of his career 
was serving with the 209th Avia-
tion Support Battalion as the pro-
duction control officer in Hawaii. 
He and his wife, Patricia, plan to 
reside in the local area.

CW5 Charles A. Miller Jr.
Miller served 30 years in the 

Army, culminating in an assign-

ment as chief of the Aviation 
Survivability Development and 
Tactics Team with the Director-
ate of Training and Doctrine. He 
served overseas in Germany and 
the Balkans, along with combat 
tours in support of Operations 
Desert Storm, Iraqi Freedom and 
New Dawn. He said the highlight 
of his career was serving as the 
brigade Aviation maintenance of-
ficer for the 1st Combat Aviation 
Brigade supporting and conduct-
ing combat operations in Iraq. He 
and his wife, Rena, plan to reside 
in Dothan.

CW4 Brian C. Williams
Williams served 23 years in 

the Army, culminating in an as-
signment as brigade maintenance 
officer for the 164th Theater 
Airfield Operations Group. He 
served overseas in Afghanistan, 
Iraq, Germany and Hawaii, in-
cluding multiple combat tours in 
support of Operations Iraqi Free-
dom and Enduring Freedom. He 
said the highlights of his career 
were meeting his beautiful bride, 

the birth of his two children, 
serving as a drill sergeant and be-
ing awarded a Bronze Star in Af-
ghanistan. He and his wife, Ella, 
plan to reside in Cosby, Tenn.

CW4 Steven A. Haase
Haase served 26 years in the 

Army, culminating in an assign-
ment as the chief pilot and C-12 
regional program manager for 
the Office of Defense Coopera-
tion Turkey and Defense Attaché 
Office, U.S. Embassy, Ankara, 
Turkey. He served overseas in 
Germany, South Korea, Turkey, 
Cyprus, Kosovo, Afghanistan 
and Iraq, including multiple com-
bat tours in support of Operations 
Enduring Freedom and Iraqi 
Freedom. He said the highlight of 
his career was to serve with great 
Americans world-wide. He and 
his wife, Susanne, plan to reside 
in Dothan.

CW4 Eric J. Stadler
Stadler served 21 years in the 

military, culminating in an as-
signment as a lessons learned 

analyst with the Directorate of 
Training and Doctrine. He served 
overseas in Turkey, South Ko-
rea and Iraq, including a combat 
tour in support of Operation Iraqi 
Freedom. He said the highlight 
of his career was flying medevac 
missions for the 57th Medical 
Company (Air Ambulance) in 
support of Iraqi Freedom. He and 
his wife, Kimberly, plan to reside 
in Enterprise.

First Sgt. Brian R. White
White served 20 years in the 

Army, culminating in an assign-
ment as the first sergeant for A 
Company, 1st Battalion, 223rd 
Aviation Regiment. He served 
overseas in South Korea, Bosnia, 
Guatemala, Iraq and Afghanistan, 
including multiple combat tours 
in support of Operations Iraqi 
Freedom and Enduring Freedom. 
He considers the highlight of his 
career traveling the world to help 
others while serving alongside 
America’s finest Soldiers, para-
troopers and leaders. He and his 
wife, Alison, plan to reside in 
Spring Lake, N.C.

Sgt. 1st Class Bret L. Clemens
Clemens served 22 years in 

the Army, culminating in an as-
signment as the CH-47 D and 
F maintenance test pilot course 
instructor and writer, 1-223rd 
AVN. He served overseas in 
Egypt, Germany, Kosovo, Mace-
donia and Afghanistan, including 
a combat tour in support of Oper-
ation Enduring Freedom. He said 
the highlights of his career were 
serving in OEF and his selection 
to the U.S. Army Security Assis-
tance Training Management Or-
ganization at Fort Bragg where 
trained the Egyptian Air Force 
and helped them establish their 
Aviation life support program. 
He and his wife, Amy, plan to re-
side in the local area.

Sgt. 1st Class Joseph H. 
Samuel

Samuel served 22 years in the 
military, culminating in an as-
signment as the Public Health 
Command District-Fort Gordon’s 
(Ga.) Pensacola (Fla.) Branch 
NCO in charge. He served over-
seas in Germany, and considers 
the highlight of his career serving 
as an Army health care recruiter 
to assist in commissioning the 
best-qualified professionals to 
render medical care to America’s 
warfighters. He and his wife, 
Anita, plan to reside in Augusta, 
Ga.

Muriel L. Scott
Scott began her civil service 

career in 1976 at Fort Rucker. 
Her more than 37 years of federal 
service culminated in an assign-
ment as a program analyst for the 
U.S. Army Aviation Center of 
Excellence G3. She considers the 
highlight of her career supporting 
students in Aviation training. She 
plans to reside in Enterprise.

By Jim Hughes
Command Information Officer

News Briefs
Heritage month

Fort Rucker hosts the kickoff of its Asian American/
Pacific Islander Heritage Month celebration Friday from 
11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. at the main exchange. The event will 
feature an art display, entertainment, vendors and a pot-luck 
food tasting.

Other events during the month include luncheons at the 
warrant officer candidate dining facility in Bldg. 5914 and 
the advanced individual training DFAC in Bldg. 6204 May 
16 from 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m., and a luncheon at The Land-
ing May 30 from 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. that features a guest 
speaker, themed displays and entertainment.

AAFES customer survey
In an effort to constantly improve the level of service pro-

vided throughout its facilities, the Army and Air Force Ex-
change Service relies on its ongoing customer satisfaction 
index for localized, real-time snapshots of how successful 
the organization is at meeting the community’s needs. 

The survey, which addresses customer service, pricing, 
sales associate availability, merchandise assortment and 
other key issues, is administered at every exchange main 
store annually. 

Fort Rucker shoppers’ opportunity to participate in the 
2014 Customer Satisfaction Index runs through May 17. 
During this time, Soldiers, retirees and their Families are 
encouraged to visit the exchange to provide feedback on 
services available at Fort Rucker. Beyond improving ex-
change operations, shoppers who participate will also re-
ceive a coupon worth $5 off their next purchase at the ex-
change.

“We want to hear from as many Fort Rucker shoppers 
as possible,” said Don Walter Jr. of the exchange. “Efforts 

like the CSI are critical to not only improving the shopping 
experience, but also bolstering the dividend the exchange 
annually delivers to the community as healthy exchange 
operations make the Fort Rucker community a better place 
to live and work while producing greater returns for Army 
quality of life programs.” 

WOCC change of command
The U.S. Army Warrant Officer Career College will host 

its change of command ceremony Friday at 2 p.m. in the 
U.S. Army Aviation Museum. Col. Garry L. Thompson 
will assume command of the college from Col. Stanley O. 
Smith.

Opportunity knocks
The following internal positions are available on 

Fort Rucker: Civil Engineer, GS-0810-12, Vacancy No. 
SCEG149983221100418, with the Fort Rucker garrison, 
with a closing date of May 22; IT Specialist (Network), GS-
2210-12, Vacancy No. SCEG140041841100771, with U.S. 
Army Network Technology Command, with a closing date 
of Tuesday; and Air Traffic Assistant, GS-2154-07, Vacancy 
No. SCEG140109801100750, with the U.S. Army Training 
and Doctrine Command, with a closing date of Tuesday; 
and Fire Protection Specialist (Instructor), GS-0081-09, Va-
cancy No. SCEG149798271059184, with TRADOC, with 
a closing date of Tuesday.

For more, check out www.usajobs.gov.

Fire extinguisher servicing
The Fort Rucker Fire Department is unable to provide 

people portable fire extinguisher service, but it is still able to 
conduct annual inspections and tag replacements. For six-

year maintenance, recharges and hydrostatic testing, there 
are local businesses that can assist people. 

For more information, call 255-3316.

Exchange pricing parity
Whether stationed at Fort Rucker or abroad, service 

members can expect to find the same, or very similar, 
prices at Army and Air Force Exchange Service facilities 
worldwide. Known as pricing parity, this practice ensures 
exchange prices are established centrally. 

“While there may be some slight price differentiations 
that occur with items purchased locally overseas, per De-
partment of Defense policy, the exchange doesn’t increase 
prices in order to cover shipping or other higher operational 
costs,” said Lorenzo Salgado, Fort Rucker Exchange gen-
eral manager. “No matter where they are called to serve, 
it is our goal to bring Soldiers and their Families the same 
products, at the same cost.”

Despite the exchange’s efforts to price consistently, a few 
exceptions can occur. 

“There may be some price differences between locations 
in the continental United States and overseas for categories 
such as gasoline, alcohol and tobacco,” said Salgado. “These 
prices are set based on Department of Energy benchmarks, 
or local surveys, established by DOD directives.”

Additionally, prices for some convenience and frequently 
purchased items may be lower at different locations based 
on local promotions or surveys. To ensure prices on these 
same items overseas are consistent with those service mem-
bers would expect to see at home, overseas prices are set at 
the average surveyed CONUS price.

For more information, visit http://www.shopmyexchange.
com/CustomerService/. 

Fort Rucker honors 10 retirees

PhotoS by JiM hughES

First Sgt. Brian R. White, CW5 Charles A. Miller Jr., Maj. Terry Brooks, CW5 Johnny Silva and CW4 Steven A. Haase retired 
during a ceremony Friday at the U.S. Army Aviation Museum.

Sgt, 1st Class Joseph H. Samuel, Muriel L. Scott, CW4 Eric J. Stadler, CW4 Brian C. Williams and Sgt. 1st Class Bret L. Cle-
mens retired during a ceremony Friday at the U.S. Army Aviation Museum.
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101st Airborne begins transitioning to BCT 2020

FORT CAMPBELL, Ky. — The 101st 
Airborne Division (Air Assault) is begin-
ning Operation Agile Eagle II, designed to 
localize and implement the larger Depart-
ment of the Army-directed Brigade Com-
bat Team 2020 initiative. 

This overarching move is part of a plan 
that will reduce the overall strength of the 
Army in order to meet future requirements, 
officials said. 

Much like the previous brigade modu-
larization undertaken in the mid-2000s, 
they said Brigade Combat Team 2020 will 
add additional assets to the brigades and 
the division to increase their autonomy 
and enhance their abilities to meet future 
mission requirements.

“The addition of a third maneuver bat-
talion in each brigade combat team adds 
to the ability of the division to respond to 
the needs of the Army with a more robust 
force to meet mission requirements,” said 
Maj. Gen. James McConville, commander, 
101st Airborne Division (Air Assault). “It 
also puts more combat Soldiers into units 
and reduces the overhead of staff.”

Additionally, the brigades are standing 
up brigade engineer battalions, adding 
an increased range of ability to the com-
manders to address a wide range of mis-
sion challenges.

In addition to adding a third infantry 
battalion and a brigade engineer battalion 
to each BCT, the artillery units will also 
reorganize to composite battalions, which 
will each have two batteries of 105mm 
howitzers, and one battery of 155mm 
howitzers.

The division has already begun adapting 
to meet the new model by recently inac-

tivating the 3rd Special Troops Battalion 
and reflagging it as the 21st Brigade En-
gineer Battalion and reorganizing the 3rd 
Battalion, 320th Field Artillery Regiment, 
3rd BCT, to a composite artillery forma-
tion. 

In mid-April, the 1st Special Troops 
Battalion of 1st Brigade Combat Team 
inactivated and transformed to the 326th 

Brigade Engineer Battalion. The 4th BCT 
was inactivated Friday as part of the re-
alignment effort.

“As part of the Army’s 2020 model, 
the division is reducing the 4th Brigade 
Combat Team, realigning its two infan-
try battalions under the 1st and 3rd Bri-
gade Combat Teams, and distributing the 
remaining elements across the division,” 
said McConville.

The division recently conducted Opera-
tion Golden Eagle, the first brigade-size 
air assault training operation in more than 
a decade at Fort Campbell that highlighted 
the capabilities of a brigade under the new 
BCT 2020 model.

In addition to increasing the division’s 
ability to meet mission requirements, the 
reorganization also allows the history and 
lineage of some of the Army’s most distin-
guished units to live on, McConville said.

“We are able to preserve the history and 
lineage of some of the Army’s most highly 
decorated units with the retention of the 
506th Infantry Regiment,” he said.

Following the transition of the 1st and 
2nd BCTs to the new BCT 2020 model and 
the activation of the division artillery, the 
division expects to meet the Army-direct-
ed goal of Sept. 30, 2015.

“The end state is that by 2015, we’ll be 
completely transformed to three maneuver 
brigades,” said CW5 Manny Vasquez, the 
lead planner for Agile Eagle II.

By Staff Sgt. Joel Salgado
101st Airborne Division Public Affairs

Top 10% in the nation for patient safety

Southeast Alabama Medical Center employees and
medical sta� thank Fort Rucker for its commitment
to the security of our community and our country.
We extend our appreciation to the soldiers and
military families for their personal sacri�ces.

1108 ROSS CLARK CIRCLE DOTHAN, AL 36301 334-793-8111 SAMC.ORG

WE
APPRECIATE
FORT

RUCKER.

Saad’s Jewelers, serving
�������� ��� ������� ����� ��� ���� � ������

MUSTREDUCE INVENTORY
ANDRAISE CASH!

HUGE STOREWIDE SAVINGS
�� ��� ��� ������� ��� 
	�������

All Major Credit Cards and Layaways Accepted
Discounts Off Original Retail / Suggested Retail Prices

Sa�e

70%
OFF
RETAIL PRICES
ON SELECTED
MERCHANDISE

3201 Montgomery Highway
Dothan, AL 36303
334.792.9522

Monday-Saturday 10:00AM-6:00PM

OFF
RETAIL PRICES
ON SELECTED
MERCHANDISE

hway

EMPTYING THEVAULTS!

Photo by Sara E. Martin

Nicole Barton helps children, Isabella and Alice, lay a wreath down 
at the 135th Assault Helicopter Company Memorial in Veterans Park 
Friday at a dawn service celebrating Australian and New Zealand 
Army Corps Day, a national day of remembrance in Australia and 
New Zealand, which is celebrated much like the American Memorial 
and Veterans’ days.

u.S. arMy graPhic

BCT 2020 Reorganization for the 101st Airborne Division (Air Assault).

ANZAC 
Day



through the Red Cross, spouses club 
and multiple Family readiness groups, 
with her citation reading, “Mrs. Blair’s 
enthusiasm, ability to motivate others, 
and warmth have a profound and last-
ing impact on all the Army and local 
communities in which she has served.  
Her selfless volunteerism and indomi-
table spirit have proven that she is the 

essence of a role model.”
Thorman said the recognition from the 

community is nice, but volunteering brings 
its own rewards.

“Serving as a volunteer allows me to not 
only coach the children here in Fort Rucker, 
but it also has allowed me to just take time 
and watch just how much each child has 
learned and grown as they enjoy the sport,” 
he said. “It is a great way to be a positive 
influence on the children.”

The Yearicks Family is no stranger to re-
ceiving enjoyment from coaching several 
athletic programs.

“My husband, Ryan, has coached many 
youth sports programs here,” said Staff Sgt. 
Lani Yearicks. “He also helps with the arts 
and crafts programs, thrift store and 98th 
Army Band. I help as much as possible, but 
I pitch in as the behind-the-scene coach. We 
enjoy trying to help out and giving back to 
the community.”

Earning the Lifetime Achievement Award, 
Blair said she gets a lot out of volunteering 
and helping Army Families navigate Army 
life. 

“My passion is Army Families,” Blair 
said. “I get enjoyment out of everything 
I do for the Families here. I volunteer as 
an instructor and teach classes to help the 
Families know that knowledge is power and 
being a part of helping them navigate in the 
Army life is my reward.”

vehicle,” said Terry Tradaway, SEAGD marketing representative 
for the Central Division. “When powered by natural gas, this ve-
hicle gets around 41-42 miles per gallon. Of course, right now, 
the vehicle is a little (expensive), but over time the price will 
come down, and it will be the car of tomorrow. With a natural 
gas-powered vehicle, you just about cut the cost of fuel in half. 
These vehicles also generate fewer exhaust and greenhouse gas 
emissions than their gasoline or diesel-powered vehicles.”

The Directorate of Family, Morale, Welfare and Recreation 
also had a booth set up during the event. 

“We are here today to help spread the word about going paper-
less,” said Nikki McKay, graphic design with DFMWR Market-
ing. “We publish a newsletter and magazine to keep everyone 
informed about activities taking place on post. We encourage ev-
eryone, instead of waiting to see the newsletter, you go paperless. 
This not only allows you to get information sooner, it also helps 
save the trees. Less paper used means less to recycle. You will 
not only be up-to-date on everything taking place in Fort Rucker, 
but you will be doing your part in protecting our environment.”

And with summer time just around the corner, one vendor de-
cided it was a good time to spread the word about insect repellent 
– Mo’s OBX Skeeter Beater. 

“This product is 100-percent green and contains no DEET,” 
said Worda James, representative with Mo’s OBX Skeeter Beat-
er. “This product protects individuals and pets from West Nile 
Virus, Yellow Fever, Lyme Disease, Dengue Fever, Malaria and 
other insect-borne diseases. 

For more information on Fort Rucker’s environmental efforts, 
call 255-1653.

supervised the development of the Critical Incident Peer 
Support course. 

He has specialized expertise, experience and training 
in the area of domestic violence intervention, critical in-
cident peer support, sexual assault, trafficking in persons 
and child abuse investigations. 

He has also assisted in the development and implemen-

tation of DOD training standards, programs of instruction 
and lesson plans.

He is a member of the Defense Family Advocacy Com-
mand Assistance Team and Department of the Army Fa-
tality Review Board.  He also developed the DOD Traf-
ficking in Persons Law Enforcement First Responders 
and Investigators training modules. 

He continues to conduct interviews with child and adult 
victims of physical and sexual abuse, and provides inves-

tigative and consultation support in ongoing sexual as-
sault, domestic violence, and child abuse investigations, 
interventions, and military and civilian criminal trials. 

Recently, he developed a new interview technique 
known as the Forensic Physiological Trauma Interview.

In 2012, he received the End Violence Against Women 
International Visionary Award in recognition of his im-
pact, vision and leadership in ending violence against 
women around the world. 
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SHARP: Guest speaker hopes to dispel myths
Continued from Page A1

Fort Rucker celebrated Earth Day April 22 by hosting an Earth Day Expo. Vendors displayed a variety of items to improve the earth’s 
environment.

Photo by MichElE ForEhand

Service: Honorees see volunteerism as its own reward
Continued from Page A1

Army Aviation Center
Federal Credit Union®

*APR means annual percentage rate. Rates good for May 1-10, 2014 only. **Autos: 72 months available on new units and 1 year old on $20,000 or more; 84 months available on new units and 1 year old on $30,000 or more. Used Autos
are considered 2 and 3 years old. **Boats: Up to 60 months available on units under $15,000; Up to 120 months available on units over $15,000. **Recreational Vehicles: Up to 60 months available on units under $20,000; Up to 143 months
available on units $20,000-$49,999; Up to 180 months available on units over $50,000. Army Aviation Center Federal Credit Union will finance up to 115% MSRP (new) or NADA (used) on autos only plus tax and title on all units purchased
from participating dealers (listed above) during the car sale event May 1-10, 2014. ***One $150 Visa gift card offered per unit financed with AACFCU and purchased from a participating dealer (listed above) during the car sale event May 1-10,
2014 only. One gift card per account. Accounts with multiple members will only receive one gift card. Gift cards will be mailed within 4-6 weeks of the car sale to the address on file with AACFCU.

Due to �ooding at our original car sale location, we’re moving our deals
to the lots of our participating dealers!

15 OF OUR AREA’S FINEST DEALERS PARTICIPATING IN THE SALE
• Bondy’s Toyota • Boyd’s Marine • CampingWorld of Dothan • Dothan Kia • Ed Sherling Ford

• Enterprise Chevrolet • Gilland GMC • H2O Sports • Marlin Ingram RV Center
• Mercedes-Benz of Dothan • Mitchell Hyundai • Mitchell Mazda-Lincoln • Mitchell Nissan

• Sam Boswell Honda • TimWhitehead Chrysler-Dodge-Jeep

Bldg. 8937 Red Cloud Road, Fort Rucker Across from the Commissary
341 North Daleville Avenue, Daleville

(334) 598-4411 www.aacfcu.com

**Crazy weather Car Sale Alert**

We’re taking the deals to the dealers’ lots!

Get a$150 Visa Gift Card when

you finance Your purchase from

a participating dealer with

AACFCU from May 1-10!*

Apply online, by phone, at a branch or at the
participating dealership!

Expo: Event showcases cutting edge options to improve environment
Continued from Page A1
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REAL ESTATE SHOWCASE

$150,000 & POOL

303 RICHLAND: Swim in your POOL! Lots of updates, on the way to Ft Rucker, 3
BR/2 BA, storage shed, new paint, all new closet doors, new garage door opener, new
flooring. Allergy sufferers there is no carpet. Newer dishwasher, light fixtures, crown
molding, tiled laundry room and bath, back splash and privacy fence. 2 car garage
with bathroom for pool convenience, large back yard. ANGIE GOODMAN 464-7869

Become
a fan on
Facebook

334-347-0048
531 Boll Weevil CircleEach Office is Independently Owned and Operated

View more pictures
of these homes at

Just listed • land, pool, barn

3381 ROCKY HEAD RD ~ $525,000: 12 plus acres, country living within the city
limits, salt water pool, 40 by 20 barn with 3 roll up doors and full bathroom. Over
3000 plus or minus square feet with 4 bedrooms, 3 and a half bathrooms. Yes, this
is where we all wished we lived. TEXT TERRI 406-2072

pool • great backyard

21 CR 278 ~ $223,900: End your day with a splash when you come home to this
delightful 3 bedroom, 2 bath home in a subdivision just north of Enterprise. You’ll love
the open, airy design of the home – family area with fireplace, large cook’s kitchen
with spacious dining area, formal dining area, and generously sized master bedroom.
Great private, landscaped, backyard for entertaining – salt water pool, covered patio,
two pergolas with enough open area for the kids to play. JUDY DUNN 301-5656

$179,000

98 N EDWARDS ~ NEWTON: Small town living but convenient to Dothan, Ozark,
Enterprise and Ft Rucker. Has beautiful hard floors in living room, dining room and
family room. Family room has a gas log fireplace. Large kitchen with an island with
sink. Heated and cooled Florida/Sun Room. Master bedroom has 10 foot ceilings
with wide crown molding. 2 car attached garage has front and back garage doors.
MARY JONES 790-2933

413 W ADAMS: Great entry foyer with wooden banister & hardwood floors. Formal
living & dining rooms, ceramic tile in kitchen/breakfast and BA’s. Downstairs BA
remodeled so possible for master suite up or downstairs with walk in shower,
dressing room and BR. So many possibilities. Corner lot with trees and privacy
fence. Upstairs BR has 4 closets. EVELYN HITCH 406-3436

Become
a fan on
Facebook

334-347-0048
531 Boll Weevil CircleEach Office is Independently Owned and Operated

View more pictures
of these homes at

4 BR/3 BA

407 HOMESTEAD ~ $249,900: Like new condition. 4 large bedrooms, 3 full
bathrooms and a large lot. 5 minutes from Ft Rucker gate. FRAN CLAYTOR 790-5973

$39,900 ~ 6.1 +/- ACRES

911 DALEVILLE AVENUE: Lovely 6.1 +/- acre lot. ESTATE SALE! Partially
cleared, lots of possibilities. Close to schools and shopping. Bring all offers.
DEBBIE SUNBROCK 406-9079

$154,000

MARCH
TOP SELLER
PAT LEGGETT

334-406-7653

MARCH
TOP LISTER
JUDY DUNN

334-301-5656

sunday, may 4 • 1-4 PM

One story
3BR/2BA
$149,500

HOSTED BY:
JONATHAN

PURVIS-STEVENS
447-3100

232 JASMINE CIRCLE

Two story
3BR/2.5BA
$165,500

One story
3BR/2BA
$152,500

Hardwood in foyer,
kitchen & grand room

248 JASMINE CIRCLE

One story
3BR/2BA
$151,500

229 JASMINE CIRCLE

225 JASMINE CIRCLE

REDUCED

OPEN SUNDAY 2-4 PM

$124,000

property in a very convenient location. Cute, open floor plan with a
wonderful covered balcony/porch for outdoor entertaining or just for
relaxing. Shady backyard with lots of privacy and room to play.

POOL

2900 Rocky Head Rd ~ $129,000 What a great place to
call home! Remodeled 3 bedroom, 1 1/2 bath home with a 20 X 40
inground salt water pool. Backyard is quite an oasis in warm weather.
The lot is deep and an area is available beyond the pool/patio for a

countertops in large, open kitchen with pantry.

REDUCED

Sleepy Hollow, off Freedom Road is convenient to Enterprise, Fort
Rucker, and Level Plains/US 84. Really well maintained 3 BR/2 BA
would make an excellent rental property, retirement home, or starter
home. Kitchen has lots of counter space and cabinets, all three
bedrooms have walk-in closets, there is a separate laundry room,
and the huge living room easily accommodates a big screen TV. Large
corner lot includes two parcels, a shed, and chain link fence for pets.

$145,000

REDUCED

Brookwood. The open floor plan includes granite counter tops and tile
flooring in kitchen and bathrooms w/hardwood flooring elsewhere. Eat-in
kitchen, formal dining & awesome light fixtures throughout. Separate
master shower, Jacuzzi tub, and double sinks. A 12x12 shop w/power
located in back yard. Hours of hard work and inspired design have
transformed the backyard into a haven for entertaining and relaxing.
The patio was expanded and screened in. Come see all it has to offer.

NEW LISTING

in Oak Ridge Forest. Two bedrooms w/Jack-n-Jill bath upstairs. Master is
downstairs w/large bathroom, his/hers closets, double vanities, separate
shower, and Jacuzzi tub. Family room w/gas log fireplace with built-ins
on each side. Spacious eat-in kitchen just off the formal dining room.
Roomy laundry room w/sink. 2-car garage w/large storage room. Very
large addition on rear of house for office, man cave, hobby/crafts, or any
combo. Lots of space! Enjoy the view from front porch.

Unique color choices make

attached patio for easy entertaining. Also added gutters and stained
privacy fence with double gate. Plenty of room to park your boat or
motor home. Master bath features large L-shaped walk in closet &
awesome tile work. Located in Brookwood with beauty and convenient
to everything plus gives you a jump on the beach traffic each weekend.

REDUCED

JAN SAWYER

334.406.2393
jan@c21regencyrealty.com

Scan this QR code
with your smart
phone and visit

Jan’s visual tours of
all these homes!

Realtor
ABR, SFR, CDPE

CENTURY 21
Regency Realty, Inc.

531 Boll Weevil Circle
Enterprise, AL 36330
Office 334.347.0048
Fax 334.393.6388

Toll Free 1.800.334.9625

What better gift for your mother on Mother’s Day than a new home?!

“Always here to help you find home”
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Armywide

Rangers from A Company, 3rd Battalion, 75th Ranger Regiment, load an MH-47 Chinook helicopter for night operation training on Fort Knox, Ky., April 21. Rangers consistently train to maintain the highest level of combat 
readiness. 

Photo by SPc. Arthur ruePong 

TO THE STAGE

FORT SAM HOUSTON, 
Texas – With shaky legs and 
sweaty palms, the unmanned 
aircraft systems operator 
walked on stage, hoping to 
make the cut for the 2014 U.S. 

Army Soldier Show.
It was audition time, and it 

was Spc. Aurielle Polynice’s 
turn to shine.

“I started freaking out – I 
always freak out at first,” she 
said. “Then I go out on stage 
and I let it all go.”

Polynice, with Company 
F, 2nd Battalion, 227th Avia-
tion Regiment, 1st Air Cavalry 

Brigade, 1st Cavalry Division, 
sang her way into becoming 
the only Fort Hood, Texas, 
Soldier in the U.S. Army In-
stallation Management Com-
mand’s 2014 “Stand Strong” 
Soldier Show during a live au-
dition Feb. 15.

Now, Polynice and her 21 
fellow cast members have 
headed out on the road for 60 
performances scheduled at 37 
garrisons across the United 
States.

Polynice said her journey 
began three years ago, when 
she witnessed the 75-minute 
Broadway-style production for 
the first time.

“When I saw it in 2011, I 
thought it was really, really 
cool,” she said. “I wanted to 
see if I could make the cut. I 
wanted to represent my unit to 
the rest of the Army.” 

Earning the chance to audi-
tion live, however, took years 
of patience, she added.

“I did a prerecorded video 
audition for 2011’s show, but 
was unable to put in my packet 
because of an upcoming de-
ployment,” added Polynice, 

who hails from Lawrenceville, 
Ga. “I wasn’t going to let that 
stop me from trying again in 
the future.”

She deployed to Afghanistan 
for a year in 2012 and returned 
with her sights still firmly set 
on becoming a member of the 
Soldier Show.

Soon after redeployment, 
Polynice sang Whitney Hous-
ton’s “I Wanna Dance with 
Somebody” during 2012’s 
Operation Rising Star, a vocal 
competition that showcases 
the talent of Soldiers and their 
Family members, and made 
it to the Top 10 before being 
voted off.

This only fueled her fire to 
becoming a better, more confi-
dent vocalist, she said.

“At the time, I was pretty 
excited just to make it to the 
Top 10,” she said. “But soon 
after, I was already planning 
on trying out for the next one. 
I wanted to get better. I wanted 
to win.”

Now part of the Soldier 
Show, Polynice and fellow cast 

By Army Sgt. 
Christopher Calvert
1st Air Cavalry Brigade, 
1st Cavalry Division

Aviation Soldier joins Soldier Show

Night Ops

Army Spc. Aurielle Polynice awaits her chance to audition for the U.S. 
Army Installation Management Command’s 2014 “Stand Strong” Soldier 
Show during a live audition at Fort Sam Houston, Texas, Feb. 15. 

Photo by robert Dozier  
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SOUTH KOREA – Katchi Kapshida – 
we go together – doesn’t only apply to the 
friendship between the Republic of Korea 
and United States Army, it also describes 
the relationship between all U.S. military 
branches stationed in Korea. 

Soldiers from 2nd Combat Aviation 
Brigade assisted the ROK and U.S. Ma-
rines in completing an air assault mission 
last month at a multi-purpose range com-
plex in Northern South Korean. 

Aviation Soldiers from 2nd Battalion 
(Assault), 2nd Aviation Regiment and 3rd 
General Support Aviation Battalion pro-
vided air support to more than 300 ROK 
and U.S. Marines on 25 UH-60 Black 
Hawks for the air assault training. 

“In my three years with this unit, I have 
never been a part of such a large opera-
tion,” said Richmond, Va., native Spc. 
Christopher E. Bodin, a UH-60 Black 
Hawk helicopter repairer, assigned to B 
Company, 2-2nd AVN. “Seeing 25 he-
licopters take off at one time was sim-
ply amazing, as well as a good show of 
force.”

All battalions in 2nd CAB had a part 
in making the mission a successful one. 
Even though 2-2nd AVN had the lead, the 
brigade, as a whole, worked as a team to 
complete the mission.

“All Soldiers from the youngest private 
that is pumping fuel, gathering parts, or 
turning wrenches in support of the mis-

sion gets to see and understand what it 
takes to support the war time mission,” 
said Florence, Mo., native Command Sgt. 
Maj. James Johnson, 2-2nd AVN senior 
enlisted adviser.

Soldiers from E Co., 2-2nd AVN es-
tablished a 10-point forward area refuel-
ing point on a runway for all helicopters 
involved in the assault. Pilots from 4th 
Aerial Reconnaissance Battalion (At-
tack), 2nd AVN flew AH-64 Apache heli-
copters, assisting Black Hawk pilots with 

overhead security and navigation to the 
landing zone.

“This type of training ensures that the 
ROK-U.S. alliance has faith in one anoth-
er’s ability to support and defend, should 
the armistice fail,” said Johnson. 

The 2-2nd AVN and other units in 2nd 
CAB conduct assault training various 
times throughout the year and at least bi-
annually there are chances to conduct air 
assaults with other branches of the U.S. 
and ROK military.

By Sgt. Nicole Hall
2nd Combat Aviation Brigade Public Affairs

Pilots from 2nd Battalion (Assault), 2nd Aviation Regiment and 3rd General Support Aviation Battalion 
flew in more than 300 Republic of Korea and U.S. Marines on 25 UH-60 Black Hawk helicopters for 
an air assault last month on the multipurpose range complex. 

Photo by chriStoPher boDin 

Aviators, Marines, Republic of Korea complete air assault CAMP HUMPHREYS, South Korea – 
Somewhere in the world, patients are in 
need of vital medical attention. They may 
not have time to wait for an ambulance to 
be driven to their location due to time play-
ing a huge factor between life and death. 

Such emergencies require quick respons-
es and, rest assured, there are people stand-
ing by to answer that call. 

Sgt. Lisa A. Rodriguez, a flight medic 
stationed in South Korea, is one of those 
people. She serves her fellow Soldiers in 
need on the battlefield and at home. 

Similar to her civilian counterparts, Ro-
driguez utilizes a helicopter to treat and 
transport the injured. In her case, she is part 
of a UH-60 Black Hawk helicopter crew. 
This aircraft is equipped with special crew 
and equipment ready to carry out rapid 
medical responses. 

“It’s our job to get a patient from the point 
of injury to the hospital within that golden 
hour,” said Rodriguez. “We stabilize them 
along the way until we can get them into 
the hands of a doctor.”

Rodriguez, a seven-year Army veteran 
currently serving with C Company, 3rd 
General Support Aviation Battalion, 2nd 
Combat Aviation Brigade, 2nd Infantry Di-
vision, and native of Raeford, N.C., wears 
many hats as a flight medic.

“Although I’m the primary medic on 
board our aircraft, I also perform crew du-
ties alongside the crew chiefs who maintain 
the aircraft,” Rodriguez said.

Those duties include assisting her 
team and ensuring safe movement of the 

See jobS, PAge b4

Dirty 
jobs

By Sgt. 1st Class Vincent Abril
2nd Combat Aviation Brigade 
Public Affairs

Flight medic braves 
elements to save lives

Sgt. Lisa A. Rodriguez, a flight medic with C Com-
pany, 3rd General Support Aviation Battalion, 2nd 
Combat Aviation Brigade, 2nd Infantry Division, 
poses for a photo in front of the aircraft she is 
assigned to April 10 at Camp Humphreys, South 
Korea.

Photo by Sgt. 1St clASS Vincent Abril
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CONSTRUCTION & FACILITIES

LAWN SERVICES

MISCELLANEOUS SERVICES & REPAIR

SALES

EMPLOYMENT

ANNOUNCEMENTS

AUCTION SALES

GENERAL & SPECIAL NOTICES

YARD & ESTATE SALES

FINANCIAL
BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES

MERCHANDISE
AUCTIONS

HEALTH PRODUCTS

MISCELLANEOUS FOR SALE

PETS & ANIMALS

BIRDS, FISH, EXOTIC ANIMALS

DOGS

FARMER’S MARKET

FRESH PRODUCE

HAY & GRAIN

PASTURES & STALLS

SEEDS & PLANTS

WANTED - FARM & GARDEN

RESIDENTIAL
REAL ESTATE FOR SALE
HOMES FOR SALE

RECREATION
ATVS, GO CARTS, GOLF CARTS

BOATS

BOATS

CAMPERS & TRAVEL TRAILERS

MOTOR HOMES & RVS

TRAVEL TRAILER LOTS FOR RENT

TRANSPORTATION

4 WHEEL DRIVE

AUTOS FOR SALE

Want to sell your
AUTOMOBILE?

Place a Classified Ad
TODAY!

CLASSIFIEDS
WORK!!

ESTATE AUCTION PLUS
CONSIGNMENTS

ESTATE OF
JOHN F. POWERS
+ CONSIGNMENTS

3122 Oxmoor Industrial Blvd.
Dothan, AL 36303
(Off Napier Field Rd)

Sat. May 10 @ 10:02 AM (CST)
RAIN OR SHINE!

CONCESSIONS ON SITE!
INDOOR FACILITY!

1989 Harley Davidson FXRT Lowrider
MC w/Custom Paint • 4 Wheelers

Building Mat (Pallets of Brick & Stone,
Hardwood Flooring, Crossties, Etc.)

Household Furniture • Stove Refrigerator
Washer & Dryer • Small Appliances
Dining Room Suites • Bedroom Suites
Living Room Furniture • China Cabinet
Rocker Recliner • Glider Rocker
Children’s Toys • Trampoline
Collectible Glass & Pottery

Commercial Grade Exercise Equipment
Garden Implements and Hand Tools

Much, Much More!
Consignments added daily
Don’t Miss This Opportunity!

10% Buyers Premium + Sales Tax •
Everything sold “As Is, Where Is”

Cash, Checks w/Gov’t Issued Photo ID,
Visa or MasterCard Only

For more info, call 334-596-2312 or go to
www.watsonauction.net

Watson Auction & Realty, LLC
Col. Joe F. Watson, AL #1831

*Announcements made by Auctioneer
on day of auction take precedence
*over this or any other promotional

material!*

TOUR AMERICA TOURS
The National Gospel Quartet Convention

r Pigeon Forge, TN Sept. 21-25, 2014

Amish Tour Ohio, Pennsylvania
Hershey Chocolate-Gettysburg Battlefield, PA

r Oct. 23 / Nov. 1, 2014

Christmas Spectacular Nashville, TN. N.Y.
Radio City Rockettes - Fantasy In Ice
r Dec. 12-14, 2014 For information :
Merita Stanley (850)594-9980

HUGE INDOOR YARD SALE & CRAFTS FAIR
Richland Ga American Legion Hall and Park
Sat May 3 10-6. Home decor, tools, home im-
provement, craft vendors, fish fry, kids rides!

OVERSTOCK SALE !!!!
NOW SELLING 100’s of Misc. ITEMS
Reduced to 50% off. Furniture 30% off

in " BC booth "
û Backyard Treasure 2331 Ross Clark Cr.

Janitorial Business for sale
Equipment, training and 60K
annual gross $19,500
r 504-915-1474 q

Seeking Partner/Investor for fish farm.
22 acres of stocked ponds in place.

Samson. Al. 334-898-1322 850-974-2968

Home Grown Plants
• Vegetables • Herbs • Flowers

Enterprise
(Corner of CR 86 & 712)

334-806-2878

Bellwood
(Greenhouse)
Powell Street

Circle G Nursery & Farms

2
Locations

Payne’s Lawn Service
GRASS CUTTING • EDGING • TRIMMING •YARD CLEANING

Robert Payne
Cell: 334-447-7527

334-475-3179
Licensed & Insured

We Beat Anyone’s Price!

WENBEC
ENTERPRISES, LLC

“Call for your free estimate today”
Office (334) 479-0068

* Windows * Doors * Floors * Roofs *
* Decks * Sheetrock * Painting *

* Wood Fencing * Stain Concrete *

* Kitchen & Bathroom Remodels *
LICENSED * BONDED * INSURED

residential & commercial
—— construction ——

ANTIQUE COLLECTIBLE AUCTION
Sat. May 3rd at 6 PM

SMITH TRADING POST INC. 9017 W US HWY 84
DOTHAN, AL. (334) 797-0785. SEE OUR AD AT
AUCTIONZIP.COM with auctioneer ID # 13960
for pictures. 10% Buyers Premium. Cash or
Check only. Larry Smith Al. lic. #916

DIABETIC TEST STRIPS
NEEDED I BUY SEALED/
UNEXPIRED BOXES

CALL BOB (334) 219-4697
OR (850) 710-0189

Baby Things Store
"Like Us" On Facebook - Buy & Sell
Swings, Cribs, Fomula, Toys & Clothes
1330 Hartford Hwy Ste 1, Dothan 334-794-6692

Beer Brewing Kit deluxe model by Northern
Brewer, includes 48 bottles and an American
Wheat extract beer kit. New cost for all over
$300. Price $125. 334-718-3880

Show Quality Old English Game Bantams
several breeds to choose from. 334-618-0450

Adorable White/Brown Basset Mix- Playful,
loving, energetic. Spayed. Free. 334-693-9097.
AKC Reg. Black and Yellow Lab Puppies
Born 2/26/14 High Quality. Parents on site.
Excellent hunters. S&W. READY NOW !!!!!
Call 850-569-1157 or 850-557-3764

AKC Reg. German Shepherd Puppies. Ready
May 1st. parents on sit $325. 334-791-7942.
Beautiful Black Lab Mix -Smart, loving, playful,
Great Dog, Neutered. Free. 334-693-9097
Black/Tan Chihuahua Mix . Lively, Proud, Enjoys
attention. Neutered. Free. 334-693-9097.
Brindle Pit Bull Terrier - 8 months, plays with
enthusiasm. Neutered. Free. 334-693-9097.
Brittany Puppies, AKC. Whelped April 9th-
Ready June 4th. Dam & Sire both have Cham-
pionship Bloodlines and are proven/ experi-
enced in the field - Whoa/Back/Retrieve Dam:
Granddaughter of "Nolens Last Bullet" Sire:
"Tejas Iron Mike" bloodlines. Both parents on
site. $100 deposit. 4 males 4 females. $500. For
immediate info call/text 334-791-3194. No calls
after 8:00 pm. Picture is of Dam and Sire

English Bulldog Female
Fully AKC Registered, Shots,
Vet Checked, and Pure Bred,
Cost $ 700 . Email: amber.da
vis101@hotmail.com
or call 334-792-5434

Goldendoodle puppies
3-males, avail. May 7th
Mom-Golden Retriever,
Dad - Standard Poodle
$800. 334-805-3283.

Lab Mix - Loving, Calm, White/Brown, @45 lbs.
Loves People, Spayed. Free. 334-693-9097.
Miniature Schnauzers . CKC reg. Born 3/8/14.
Tails docked and dew claws removed,worming
schedule and first set of shots. 1 black female
and 1 white male left. Call 334-726-0629.

PUPPY SALE !!
Papillon Mixes $75. - $100., Chihuahua $300.
and taking deposits on Malti-Poos and Yorkies

334-718-4886

Rottweiler- Lg. Beauty, Black/tan, Spayed.
Needs Special Home. Free. 334-693-9097.

WANTED German Shepherd Stud: registered
or unregistered, 1 - 3yrs old, must be
purebreed. Willl offer stud fee, pick of liter
puppy or will consider purchasing.
Call 334-618-8540

GREEN FROZEN PEANUTS
850-352-4423

850-209-3322 or 850-573-6594
Dry Shelled Peanuts

SAWYER’S PRODUCE
HAS FRESH HOME GROWN PRODUCE

HOME GROWN, FRESH

Vine Ripe Tomatoes & other
fresh vegetables
All Farm Fresh!

220 W. Hwy 52 Malvern
∂ 334-793-6690 ∂

2012 Tifton #9 Hay
Large net wrapped rolls $25.

Kendall Cooper Call:
334-703-0978 / 334-775-3423
or 334-775-3749 Ext. 102

MADDOX FARMS
Beautiful Bermuda Coastal Hay
r Round Rolls $50 r Square $5

Paso Fino Horses for Sale
Call 334-791-0023

MADDOX FARMS
∂ Horse Boarding
(barn or pastures)
∂ Beautiful Trails
∂ Excellent Care

r Also Paso Fino Horses FOR SALE
Call 334-791-0023 or 334-791-7312

BIG TREES
12 ft.tall 30 gal.
containers

$49.95 ea. 10 or
more $39.95
Live Oaks

& Crape Myrtle
By appointment

r 334-692-3695

Buying Pine / Hardwood in
your area.

No tract too small / Custom Thinning
Call Pea River Timber
r 334-389-2003 q

3 BR/2 baths, 2202 SF
on 2.85 acres. Built in 2006.
All appl, jetted garden tub,

gas fireplace, 2 car gar. $225,000. 334-790-3122
kmb92204@yahoo.com for more info.

50 +or- Acre Farm ready for horses, cattle,
goats. 60x60 barn. Includes a 3 BR, 1½ bath.
$325,000. Call 850-387-5517 Joe Farris Land and
Stand Properties. Panama City MLS # 619005.

Modern home with upgraded features . 4/2½,
2816 sq. ft. Plenty of room for family. Inground
pool. 39.1 acres- 10 with timber. 25 miles to
Dothan. MLS# 619006 in Panama City MLS.
$430,000. Joe Farris Land and Stand Properties.
Call for appt. 850-387-5517.

Golf Cart with all new batteries
(4) $2,500. Call: 334-791-4485.

1987 MasterCraft ProStar 190 Tournament Ski
Boat. 351 inboard with Power Slot transmis-
sion. Mastercraft inboard trailer included.
Bimini top and cover. Kenwood marine stereo
with four 6 1/2’s Kicker marine speakers. Side
gunnel storage. Ski mirror. Ski pylon. Carpet
and interior in great condition. Super running
motor. Call 229-861-2437 or 334-701-9282
Cristie

1997, 18 ft Champion Bass Boat . Custom
trailer,150 hp Evinrude motor. Like new trolling
motor. Very fast. $4,300. obo. 334-714-4776

Blue Fin Bass 1998
Elimator All Aluminum
Bass Boat, 50 HP force en-
gine, galvanized trailer-
new tires, all in very good
condition, 2 live well box-

es, 4 new seats, new Humminbird fish finder
$3,995 OBO 828-837-1314 or 828-421-0998

Ranger 1988 454V ,
150 hp Black Max
Mecury, live wells,
trolling motor, $5,000

334-695-4780

Boat: 1995 Larson 174SEICB, 4.3L Alpha with
accessories, better than good condition, will
not last. $6000 Call 334-673-1355

OUR PEOPLE MAKE THE
Difference

----------------------------------------
WAL-MART Stores, Inc.

The Brundidge Grocery Distribution Center is searching for:
∂ Floor Area Manager

Candidates must be energetic and interested in a challenging and rewarding career with
the world’s largest retailer. As a member of the Wal-Mart team, you will receive

competitive wages and enjoy benefits including: merchandise discounts, 401(k), stock
purchase plan, health benefits, and career advancement opportunities.

Minimum Qualifications: Associate’s Degree in Business, Logistics, or related field and 1
year supervisory experience OR Bachelor’s Degree in Business, Logistics, or Related field
OR 1 year Walmart Logistics Management experience OR 2 years Walmart Logistics

experience OR 2 years supervisory experience.

Send resume and salary information to: WAL-MART Distribution Center
Attn: HR Manager, 1005 Sara G. Lott Blvd, Brundidge, AL 36010 E.O.E

Jason 15 ft. fiberglass Bass Boat , 70 hp Yamaha
motor, super motor guide trolling motor, 2-fish
finders, good cond. $3500. 334-792-6747.

Pontoon Boat Bass Tracker 21’, like new, 60HP
Mecury 4 stroke engine, less than 50hrs. on
motor, built in live well and heavy duty trolling
motor. $8,500 770-460-9351

Starcraft 1995
Tournament 18’ Boat with
1995 Mercury 135 HP on
Galvanized Trailer. Trolling
motor and GPS. $5,900

Eufaula , Call 334-695-1117.

Airstream 1969, 30ft. International, in good
shape, everything works, $3,000 OBO 334-689-
9436

1999 Winnebago 35’ Motor Home with one
slide. Hashydraulic leveling system.36,000
miles. $18,000. Call for appointment to see,
334-618-2534

2008 Class C Winnebago Access 31J
Motorhome with 2 slides, bunk beds, queen
bed in back, queen bed over cab, Jack-knife
sofa, dinette. Ford E-450 Frame, V-10 engine,
Banks system. 15,000 miles. Many extras!
$55,000. Call 334-333-2154 or 334-791-8223
for more information.

MUST SELL ! Tiffin 2003 Phaeton motor home,
3 slides, 3 Tv’s , diesel, queen bed, Satellite,
many other features, some camping
accessories included. Selling for health
reasons. $68,000 FIRM 334-714-1671.

Pace Arrow 1999 Ford V10 , 35 ft. Leveling
Jacks, back up camera, runs good, 86K miles,
Good tires , New battery, awning.
$12,500. OBO 334-333-1291

REDUCED 2008 Grand
Junction 5th wheel
RV Luxury model
35TMS exc. cond.,
Inside & Out, 3 slides,
King MBR, 2 AC’s,
$24.500 OBO
334-774-9060.

2001 Jeep Sport Wrangler Auto., 4 Wheel Di,
w/AC, New Tires, Looks and Runs Great $8800.
FIRM 334-596-9966 or 334-790-6410

Chevrolet 2002 Trailblazer LTZ - 4WD.
Blue. Loaded with all options: LTH, power sun
roof, 17" wheels, Bose radio, climate control
AC, power seats, running boards, controls on
steering wheel, tilt, cruise, heated seats, On
Star. No accidents or rust. Runs, looks and
drives great. $5,500. Dothan 334-671-3059

Chevorlet 2000 Blazer LS V-6, automatic, all
power, runs & drives great. $2900.
334-797-7420.

Chevrolet 2005 Aveo: Silver, 82k miles, 5 speed
manual trans., one owner, good condition,
$2,700. under KBB value. Call 334-714-1237

Chrysler 2004 Sebring LXI Convertible- Black.
CD Player, Leather Interior, New Transmission,
Runs Great, Awesome for summer. $3,000.
145,000 miles. Contact Chad at 423.943.2530

Corvette 2000 Convertible:
Blue, beige interior, full
power, CD changer with
HUD display. In excellent

condition $19,500. Call 334-718-0937

Ford 2004 Mustang GT Coupe: black, V8 5
speed, 99k miles, 6 disc CD, run great $6,000
OBO Call 334-797-7420

Honda 2010 Accord, 4 door, Real Sharp! $250
down, $249 per month. Call Steve 334-791-8243.
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TRANSPORTATION

AUTOS FOR SALE

MOTORCYCLES

SPORT UTILITY

TRUCKS, BUSES, TRACTORS, TRAILERS

WANTED AUTOS

WANTED AUTOS

Searching for a Big Deal?
We’ve got you covered at

TheBigDDeal.com

Ford 2012 Mustang, low miles, under warranty.
$250 down $279 per month. Call Steve 334-791-
8243.

$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$
GOT BAD CREDIT?

$99. RIDE TODAY Call for Details
Repo pass bankruptcy

SLOW CREDIT OK - SSI & VA OK
r Call Steve Pope 334-803-9550

$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$

Honda 2012 Civic, 4 door, low miles, under war-
ranty, must sell. $200 down, $239 per month.
Call Ron Ellis 334-714-0028.

Kia 2013 Optima, low miles, under warranty,
like new. $200 down, $279 per month. Call Ron
Ellis 334-714-0028.

Lincoln 2008 MKZ : white,
chrome wheels, moon
roof, heated/ cooled
seats, 60k miles, original

owner, very clean. $14,500. Call 334-494-3347

Lincoln/Mercury Tracer 1991 with 44K miles
original miles, 4-dr. sedan, automatic, AC, blue
matalic paint, 4 new tires $4500. 334-701-0010.

Mitsubishi 2004 Eclipse 124K miles, automatic,
sunroof, new tires $5500. FIRM 334-596-9966.

Toyota 2013 Corolla, full warranty, must sell.
$200 down, $249 per month. Call Ron Ellis 334-
714-0028.

2007 Yamaha V Star 1300 Touring: 10,500 miles,
new tires, many extras, black & chrome, wind-
shield & bags $5900 Cash Only. Call 931-303-
4658

2011 Harley Davidson Super Glide Custom
cool blue pearl & vivid black, garage kept,
11K mi. Driving lights, passenger back rest,
luggage rack, quick release windshield,

anit-theft system with /pager, cruise pegs, oil
pressure gauge, dust cover included

r $12,900 334-598-0061 Absolutely Original!!

Harley Davidson 2002
Sportster 1200 -

8,500 miles, lots of extras.
Asking $4,500 OBO.
Call 334-796-8817

Suzuki 2003 Volusia 800 excellent condition,
$2800. OBO 850-209-3951 or 850-209-3952

Ford 2006
Expedition
Limited-156k
miles, video
system, 2nd
row captain,

sunroof, towing pkg. $9,000, 334-740-0525

Ford 2010 Explorer . Eddie
Bauer Edition. 3rd row seat
Clean, locally owned. Well
maintained. Clean CarFax.
Leather w/lumbar support.

Roomy,quiet interior. Rugged SUV/truck-based
body-on-frame. Healthy tow rating. $16,590.
Call Stephen 334-435-3344 wiregrasscars.com

Chevy 2013 Silverado LT , 6,000k miles, 2 wh.dr.,
fully loaded, white, extended cab, $33,900 OBO,

334-687-7702

Ford 1995 F150: 8ft bed, very good condition,
runs and rides great, pictures available, $2,800.
Call 850-526-2964 or 850-557-2523

Jeep 2001 Wrangler Sahara: 5 speed manual,
fully loaded, 33k miles, excellent condition,
$11,900 Call 850-258-3148

Toyota 2010 Tacoma
SR5 White, 2 wheel
drive, 4 door V6, tow
package, new Michelin
tires, Excellent

condition. 46,000 miles. $22,800.
Call 334-693-4987 or 796-5919

UTILITY TRAILER 6x10 by Trailer World 2013,
custom built in cabinets, carpet, swing down
back door, NEW spare tire and wheel, overhead
insulated, Like New $1400. FIRM 334-441-7884
OR 334-585-0180

1ST PLACE TO CALL FOR ALL OF
YOUR TOWING NEEDS!

Contact Jason Harger at 334-791-2624

CALL FOR TOP PRICE

FOR JUNK VEHICLES

I ALSO SELL USED PARTS
24 HOUR TOWING r 334-792-8664

Do you need CASH to pay your taxes
or JUST CASH NOW?

Sell us your semi OR Junk car.
Truck, semi’s, semi trailers and

farm equipment.
FREE Pick - Up 7 days a week

7 days a week 7am - 8pm 334-200-6487.
Title or no Title up to what the law allows.
r NO CURRENT LIEN VEHICLES q

Got a Clunker
We’ll be your Junker!
We buy wrecked cars
and Farm Equip. at a
fair and honest price!

$250 & s Complete Cars
CALL 334-714-6285

b û We buy Wrecked Vehicles
Running or not !

334-794-9576 or 344-791-4714



helicopter, which requires a constant 
visual of airspace during flights and 
landings.

Aside from her crew duties, Rodri-
guez must continuously train to main-
tain her medical certifications, which 
include basic life support, trauma life 
support, pediatric advanced life sup-
port, emergency medical services and 
advanced cardiovascular life support, 
to name a few. Rodriguez is required 
to re-certify annually and bi-annually, 
and in the end, it’s all worth it to her.

“Coming to work every day is like 
a love affair. I enjoy my job and I en-
joy training for my job,” said Rodri-
guez. “When you love what you do, 
you strive to do it even better.”

While she loves her job, Rodriguez 
says there are some parts of the job 
that are less desirable.

“The worst part of this job is the 
blood,” said Rodriguez. “It doesn’t 
bother me, but it does get messy and 
it gets everywhere, so there is a lot of 
cleanup involved.”

Rodriguez also explained that 
treating children is also an emotion-
ally difficult aspect that flight medics 
deal with.

As difficult as this job may sound, 
Rodriguez and her counterparts are 
very enthusiastic to carry out their 
mission with the only combat Avia-
tion brigade on the peninsula. 

If you see a yellow-striped UH-60 
Black Hawk helicopter with the red 
cross symbol flying by, it just might 
be Rodriquez and her team of life-
savers.

members have bonded during the 
weeks of preparation, she said.

“I’m excited to be on the road 
with the friends I’ve made here,” 
she said. “After only a week, 
we’ve become a Family. The 12- 
to 15-hour days we spend practic-
ing our vocals and choreography 

have helped us all grow strong 
together as performers and Sol-
diers.”

Sgt. Quentin Dorn, Army En-
tertainment production and stage 
manager, closely watched the team 
come together during the past few 
weeks. He has witnessed growth, 
he said, that has shown the team’s 
ability to potentially put on the 

best production to date.
“There’s something special 

about this group,” said Dorn, 
an Albuquerque, N.M., native. 
“They’ve bonded extremely well 
together from the beginning and 
have fallen easily into their roles. 
It’s amazing how well they work 
together to shine as one.”

While mentoring and observing 

cast members, Dorn said, he has 
had a first-hand look at Polynice’s 
improvements in both singing 
ability and confidence since her 
arrival at the installation.

“Specialist Polynice is doing 
great,” he said. “She was a little 
shy when she first auditioned, but 
we’ve got her used to singing on 
stage. She now has the confidence 

needed to really shine.”
Polynice said she is looking for-

ward to showcasing her skills, one 
note and dance move at a time.

“It’s been a blast, so far,” she 
said. “I’ve learned a lot and am 
still learning every day. I look for-
ward to performing for my fellow 
Soldiers, and I’m especially proud 
to represent my unit.”

Jobs: Flight medic’s love for job provides motivation to perform
Continued from Page B1
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Stage: Soldier tackles nerves to join Soldier Show
Continued from Page B1

Sgt. Lisa A. Rodriguez, a flight medic with C Company, 3rd General Support Aviation Battalion, 2nd Combat Aviation Brigade, 2nd Infantry Division, trains Pfc. Jeremy 
K. Williams, a UH-60 Black Hawk helicopter repairer, also assigned to the battalion, April 10 at Camp Humphreys, South Korea.

Photo by Sgt. 1St ClaSS VinCent abril

Continued from Page B1



Fort Rucker Elementary School is an 
institute that challenges the students to 
not only think outside the box, but also 
how to carry what they learn every day 
into the future.

As a Science, Technology, Engineer-
ing and Math school, FRES takes pride 
in charging into conducting experiments, 
finding innovative ways to educate its 
students and encouraging the children 
to be inventors, engineers and scientists, 
said FRES principal Vicki Gilmer.

“The students have been working on 
the engineering design process and have 
really enjoyed the hands-on approach to 
learning,” she said. “So, to celebrate all 
their hard work, we held STEM Fest. 
Today is a celebration of all the thinking 
skills they developed this year.”

STEM Fest was held Friday at the 

school where students were divided into 
six groups that rotated around six differ-
ent learning stations. The learning sta-
tions included the invention convention, 
where a power truck from Pea River Elec-
tric Cooperative was on hand; a Zumba 
class station; a Google Doodle station; a 
hands-on station that included different 
activities, such as team cup stacking and 
building a zip line; a power safety class; 
and a star lab station.

But before the students began their trip 
across the school, Capt. Adam Samiof 
and CW3 Carl Miller, 1st Battalion, 13th 
Aviation Battalion, gave a demonstration 
of the RQ-11B Raven unmanned aircraft  
system.

“We came to talk about the Raven at 
the school because all unmanned  aircraft 
systems envelope all STEM  subjects. We 
want to show them that if STEM subjects 

C
May 1, 2014

Community
Supporting 
vetS
Chairman makes case 
for veterans support

Story on page C3

Fort Rucker is home to many 
unique activities and events for 
its Families to enjoy, such as 
Girl’s Night Out, Lake Fest and 
Thunder on Tholocco.

But officials are always look-
ing to expand the possibilities of 
services Fort Rucker offers. The 
latest addition to spring up is 
the first-ever Fort Rucker Bridal 
Show scheduled for Sunday at 
The Landing’s ballroom from 
1-4:30 p.m.

“Everyone dreams of the per-
fect wedding, but planning one 
can be stressful. That’s why I’m 
so excited about the Fort Rucker 

Bridal Show,” said Janice Erdlitz, 
Directorate of Family, Morale, 
Welfare and Recreation market-
ing director. “Whether you are 
engaged, planning on getting en-
gaged or just wishful, the show 
is going to be amazing.”

Tickets are $5 a person today 
and tomorrow, and $8 at the 
door. There will be prizes and 
giveaways, and samples of wed-
ding cakes, adult beverages and 
catered cuisine. 

Attendees will also have the 
chance to speak with wedding 
professionals and see the latest 
bridal fashion trends and flo-
ral designs, said James Weaver, 
Five Star Catering installation 
sales manager.

“The Landing decided to host 
the bridal show to gain more ex-
posure for DFMWR facilities as 
possible wedding venues or for 
potential off-site catering op-
portunities,” he said.  “So many 
people do not know what we can 
offer them.”

Five Star Catering offers a 
wide range of services for future 
brides, continued Weaver. It can 
almost be a one-stop shop.  

“We can provide several dif-
ferent menu options from sit-
down plated meals to buffet-style 
meals, rental space for wedding 
receptions and ceremonies, and 
other rental items such as linens, 
dance floor and centerpieces.”  

There will be a full display of 

a wedding ceremony and wed-
ding reception to showcase The 
Landing’s ability to host any 
size wedding. There will also be 
a fashion show from three dif-
ferent wedding shops, samples 
of food, and a chance to see 
what various services or prod-
ucts are offered by surround-
ing businesses in the Wiregrass 
area, he said.  

“We hope this is a fun, infor-
mational day to help start the ini-
tial (wedding) planning or to give 
some new, fresh ideas to enhance 
(couples’) special day,” he said.   
“This show is an opportunity to 
see what services Fort Rucker 
has to offer, and is a chance for 
people to (speak) one-on-one 
with vendors to customize their 
perfect wedding day.”

There will be more than 30 
vendors at the event, all special-
izing in different wedding as-
pects, including: photography, 
disc jockey services, rental items, 
floral , venues, bridal boutiques, 
jewelry, hotels and lodging, ca-
tering services, bakeries, health 
and beauty, event coordination, 
and more.

Getting to speak with local 
wedding professionals and see-
ing what Five Star Catering and 
The Landing have to offer isn’t 
the only reason why soon-to-be-
brides and grooms should want 
to attend. 

“We will be giving away a 
Sandals honeymoon package at 
(the show).  This package allows 

the winning couple to customize 
their romantic getaway to create 
the ultimate honeymoon experi-
ence,” said Weaver. “This will 
include a choice from all Sandals 
Resort locations with no blackout 
dates.  The package is for room, 
amenities and excursions.”

Those excursions include, but 
are not limited to, couples’ mas-
sages, dinners on the beach, but-
ler service and other upgrades.  

Just because a wedding might 
not be in the future, officials en-
courage everyone to attend, even 
if it’s just to fantasize. 

“Even if you’re not planning 
a wedding, it’s still a fun event,” 
said Erdlitz. “Is there really 
anything better than sampling 
wedding cake? But my favorite 
might be seeing all the wedding 
gowns during the fashion show.  
I plan on bringing a couple of 
my best friends and play bride-
for-the-day.”

And for those who are in the 
beginning stages of planning or 
those whose date is slowly ap-
proaching, the marketing direc-
tor assures that the show will 
help with the stress of planning, 
and will offer inspiration as well 
as a wealth of information to 
couples.

“We have the top profession-
als in the business coming to the 
show,” she said. “It would have 
been so helpful if I could have 
gone to a bridal show like this 
one with all the resources in one 
place. So take advantage!”  

By Sara E. Martin
Army Flier Staff Writer

Lilly Peijic, 5, and her father, WO1 Jiktor Peijic, a flight school student, tackled problem-solving 
tasks together in building a beanstalk during Fort Rucker Primary School’s first Family STEM 
(Science, Technology, Engineering and Math) Night April 24. Using fairy tales as the centerpiece, 
the event focused on concrete learning and involved an integrated approach that combines all 
primary school curricula together. The students collaborated to design projects, tested the results 
and then made corrections. 

Photo by Kelly Pate

By Sara E. Martin
Army Flier Staff Writer

See SteM, Page c6

SCHOOL EVENTS FOCUS ON STEM
Beyond 
Books

Event helps couples plan perfect wedding

THE BEANSTALKStudents design inventions 
to make their lives easier

CW3 Carl Miller, B. Company, 1st Battalion, 13th Aviation Battalion, shows off the RQ-11B Raven 
to students at FRES as part of STEM Fest Friday.

Photo by Sara e. Martin
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On Post
your weekly guide to fort rucker events , services and activities. deadline for submissions is noon thursday for the following week’s edition.

SPLASH opens
SPLASH Park, located 

behind The Landing, will 
open up again Saturday 
for swim season. Hours of 
operation will be weekends 
only from 11 a.m. to 5:30 
p.m. between Saturday-
May 25, and Wednesdays-
Mondays from 11 a.m. to 
5:30 p.m. between May 
26-Aug. 3, and closed 
Tuesdays. SPLASH will 
also be open Aug. 9-Sept. 1 
on weekends and holidays 
from 11 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. 
SPLASH is open to the 
public. Season passes will 
be available to purchase 
at leisure travel services, 
both fitness centers and 
SPLASH. 

For more information, 
call 255-2296.

Fort Rucker Bridal 
Show

The Fort Rucker Bridal 
Show is scheduled for 
Sunday from 1-4:30 p.m. 
at The Landing. Wedding 
professionals will be on 
site to help people plan 
all aspects of their dream 
wedding, and help people 
explore creative ideas on 
everything from caterers 
and rings to memorable 
honeymoons. The event 
will feature the latest bridal 
fashion trends and floral 
designs, and samples of 
wedding cakes and catered 
cuisine. The event is de-
signed for the whole Fam-
ily with doors prizes, food, 
and a fashion show that 
includes bridal, destination 
wear, Mother of the Bride 
and more. Tickets are $8 
per person. The event is 
open to the public. 

For more information, 
call 598-2426 or visit www.
ftruckermwr.com.

Employment Read-
iness Class

Army Community Ser-
vice is giving people the 
chance to build and en-
hance their careers at one 
of the Fort Rucker’s Em-
ployment Readiness Pro-
gram Orientation Sessions, 
held monthly in the Sol-
dier Service Center, Bldg. 
5700, Rm. 371A. In May, 
the sessions will take place 
today, May 15 and 29. Peo-
ple will first meet in Rm. 
350 for paperwork and at-
tendance prior to going to 
Rm. 371A. People can sign 
up to learn essentials about 
the program and receive 
helpful job search tips, as 
well. Advance registration 
is required and attendance 
at a session is mandatory 
for participation in the pro-
gram. 

For more information, 
including times, or to reg-
ister, call 255-2594.

Financial readi-
ness training

Army Community Ser-
vice will host financial 
readiness training Friday 
from 7:20 a.m. to 4:15 
p.m. at the Soldier Service 
Center, Bldg. 5700, in Rm. 
284. Personal financial 
readiness training provides 
a practical approach to 
help Soldiers manage their 
money more effectively. 
The training is required for 
all first-term junior enlisted 
Soldiers (E-1 through E-4). 
Spouses are welcome to at-
tend. 

For more information, 

call 255-9631 or 255-
2594.

Mother’s Day crafts
The Center Library will 

host a Mother’s Day craft 
activity Tuesday from 
3:30-4:30 p.m. Light re-
freshments will be served. 
The event is open to chil-
dren ages 3-11. Space is 
limited to the first 65 chil-
dren to register. 

For more information 
and to register, stop by the 
library or call 255-3885.

Fort Rucker Health 
Expo

The Fort Rucker Health 
and Fitness Expo is sched-
uled for May 8 from 11a.m. 
to 3p.m. at the Fort Rucker 
Physical Fitness Center. 
The event will show people 
what types of health options 
are offered on post and in 
the surrounding area, and 
business and organizations 
will provide information 
on health-related topics to 
improve people’s wellbe-
ing. The event is open to 
the public and is designed 
for men and women. 

For more information, 
call 598-5311.

Military Spouses 
Day Specials

Various Directorate of 
Family, Morale, Welfare 
and Recreation facilities 
will offer specials during 
Military Spouse Day May 
9.

The Landing Zone – • 
The Landing Zone will 
offer half off of an en-
tree  -- spouses must 
present their dependent 
military ID. For more 
information, call 598-
8025.
Rucker Lanes – Spous-• 
es can bring their bet-
ter half out to Rucker 
Lanes and enjoy a two-
for-one Lunch n’ Bowl. 
Many food options 
will also be available. 
The offer includes two 
games of bowling, shoe 
rental, fountain drink 
and food selection. For 
more information, call 
255-9503.

Divots – Divots at Sil-• 
ver Wings Golf Course 
offers spouses half 
off their lunch during 
normal lunch hours. 
Spouses are required to 
present their dependent 
military ID to claim this 
offer. For more infor-
mation, call 598-2449.
The Coffee Zone (The • 
Landing Zone location 
only) – Spouses can 
show their dependent 
military ID and receive 
half off the purchase of 
any specialty beverage, 
tea or coffee. For more 
information, call 598-
8025.
Army Community Ser-• 
vice (The Commons, 
Bldg. 8950) –ACS is in-
vites all spouses to The 
Commons from 10 a.m. 
to noon to be treated 
to door prizes, sample 
massages, a cooking 
display by 5-Star Cater-
ing and more. For more 
information, call 255-
2382.
Fortenberry-Col ton • 
Physical Fitness Center 
– All fitness classes at 
the Fortenberry-Colton 
PFC will be free of 
charge to all military 
spouses. For more in-
formation, call 255-
3794.

Comedy Live at 
Rucker

People are welcome to 
enjoy a night of laughs and 
jokes at Comedy Live at 
Rucker May 9 from  8–10 
p.m. in The Landing ball-
room. Bob Place will be 
the emcee comedian, Dan 
Weeks will be the opening 
act and Steve Hofstetter 
will be the headlining act. 
Cost for regular advance 
tickets is $12 by May 8 
and $16 afterwards. Cost 
for a VIP table (seats 10 
people) is $150 and guar-
antees a seat close to the 
stage. Tickets are available 
in the catering office in The 
Landing. The event is open 
to the public for ages 18 
and older. 

For more information, 
call 255-9810.

FOrt ruCker Movie Schedule for May 1 - 4 
Thursday, May 1

300: Rise of an Empire (R) 
.........................................................7 p.m.

Friday, May 2

The Amazing Spider Man 2 (PG-13) 
................................................7 & 10 p.m.

Saturday, May 3

The Amazing Spider Man 2 (PG-13) 
................................................7 & 10 p.m.

Sunday, May 4

The Amazing Spider Man 2 (PG-13) 
........................................................2 p.m.

TickeTs are $6 for adulTs and $5 for children, 12 and under. MiliTary i.d. card holders and Their guesTs are welcoMe. for More inforMaTion, call 255-2408. 

DFMWR 
Spotlight

Disc golf tournament
The Fort Rucker Physical Fitness Center will host its second annual disc golf tournament May 10 from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Pre-registration costs $12 until May 3 and costs 
$15 afterwards. T-shirts will be available while supplies last. Trophies will be awarded in various categories. For more information or to register, call 255-2296.

Photo by nathan Pfau



WASHINGTON – The 
chairman of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff praised the 
members of the Dallas-
based America’s Future 
organization for their ef-
forts on behalf of veterans, 
but said such efforts must 
continue.

Groups like America’s 
Future will help define 
how the nation looks at its 
veterans, Army Gen. Mar-
tin E. Dempsey said April 
24 during a speech to the 
group in Dallas.

“What image will this 
generation’s veterans 
have?” the chairman asked. 
“The veterans themselves 
have less to say about who 
they are and how they will 
be remembered than you 
do, frankly.”

Dempsey spoke about 
the images he has had of 
veterans from World War 
II and Korea, Vietnam and 
Desert Storm. 

“Now we have the vet-
erans of 12 years of con-
flict in an all-volunteer 
force, and how they will 
be remembered by history 
will be largely shaped by 
if America’s people and 
businesses and communi-
ties either embrace them 
or convince them that their 
service was valued or was 
not,” he said.

Dempsey brought up a 
lesson from history. Yes-
terday was the 77th an-
niversary of the German-
Italian bombing of the 
Spanish village of Guer-
nica. 

“The idea was they were 
working on advancing this 
new technology related to 
aerial warfare,” he said. 
“And the big idea on the 
part of the Axis was they 
would make resistance 
so outrageous, so costly 
to the Spanish, that they 
would just capitulate.”

It didn’t work that way, 
the chairman said, and 
Pablo Picasso captured 
it in the famous painting, 
“Guernica”.

“Seventy-seven years 
later, technology keeps 
charging on and we learn 
to adapt with it,” Dempsey 
said. “But we can’t ever 
forget that what really 
matters in warfare are our 
young men and women 
who choose to serve, and 
put themselves in harm’s 
way.”

The chairman used a 
photo to make this point. 
He showed a shot from 
Afghanistan where a 
young squad leader is on 
the radio and on the left is 
a rifleman protecting him. 
He’s obviously calling for 
something – aerial sup-
port, indirect fire, medical 
evacuation, guidance.

“Whatever it is he’s ask-
ing for, he is going to get,” 
Dempsey said. “That’s 
what sets us apart from any 
other military in the world. 
That’s a bond of trust we 
have with these kids, that 
when we put them in that 
position, that whatever 
they need, they’ll get.”

The chairman noted the 
Soldier is also wearing a 
wedding ring. This bond 
of trust goes all the way 
from the front edge of the 
battlefield to communities 
and cities across the Unit-
ed States. “That is a bond 
of trust, without which 
this all-volunteer force 
would not hold together,” 
he said.

The bond of trust has 
to continue when service 
members and their Fami-
lies come home as well, 
the chairman said. “When 
they come home, there 

is a sense of trust – not a 
sense of entitlement. It’s 
not about them feeling 
entitled. They don’t want 
a handout, they want a 
handshake. They just want 
a chance.”

What communities like 
Dallas do to give these 
men and women that 
chance really is important, 
Dempsey said.

The chairman discussed 
the U.S. military in transi-
tion. The military is going 
through a transition after 
12 years of war, Dempsey 
noted. 

“This doesn’t mean all 
conflict will magically 
cease, but we will have 
to rebalance to meet some 
enduring challenges and 
new challenges,” he said. 
“We have to rekindle some 
skills that we’ve lost over 
the past 12 years.”

And it must be done at a 
time of fiscal austerity, he 
added. 

“We will manage our 
way through this, but the 
sooner we have some cer-
tainty, the sooner we gain 
some flexibility in the 
way we apply our budget, 
and the more time we are 
given to manage these 
changes then the better off 
we will be,” he said. “As 
we go through this, we 
will continue to earn and 
re-earn your confidence, 
and the confidence of the 

American people.”
The bottom line for all 

Americans is to make the 
sacrifices these young 
men and women have 
made worth their blood, 
sweat and tears, the chair-
man said.

Dempsey told the audi-
ence that he has a box in 
his Pentagon office with 
the words, “Make It Mat-
ter,” engraved on top. It 
contains the names and 
biographies of all those 

killed while under his 
command.

“We have an obliga-
tion to make the sacrifices 
of these young men and 
women who have fallen, 
but also those who have 
served, those who are suf-
fering from wounds both 
physical and emotional 
– we have a genuine ob-
ligation to make their sac-
rifices matter,” he said. 
“And one of the ways we 
make their sacrifices mat-

ter is by taking this task on 
board: the task of helping 
their teammates.”

Dempsey spoke of visit-
ing Brook Medical Center 
in San Antonio recently. 
There have been 1,645 
amputees since the wars 
began in 2001. In previ-
ous wars, they would most 
likely have died. With 
medical advances 500 
of them have returned to 
active duty, and 60 have 
gone back into combat.

“But there are more ser-
vice members who have 
limbs so badly damaged 
that they contemplated 
having an amputation,” 
the chairman said. Enter a 
public-private partnership. 
The joint venture devel-
oped a brace that allows 
these men and women to 
carry the weight and elim-
inates much of the pain.

“What it says to me, 
is we’ve got to keep 
learning,” he said.
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By Jim Garamone
American Forces Press 
Service

SUPPORTING VETS
JCS chairman makes case for veterans support

PhotoS by D. MyleS cullen 

Army Gen. Martin E. Dempsey, chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, and his wife, Deanie, join service members and their spouses for lunch near the Center for the Intrepid 
on Fort Sam Houston, Texas, Friday.
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“Small things done with great love
will change the world”

Army Gen. Martin E. Dempsey, chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, and his wife, Deanie, talk with Gregg Popovich, the San Antonio Spurs 
head coach, at the airport in San Antonio, Texas, Friday.



Become a part of history May 17 
as Franklin County Tourist Devel-
opment Council attempts to assem-
ble the largest gathering of kayaks 
in history at the confluence of the 
Apalachicola River and the Apala-
chicola Bay in Florida.

During Forgotten Coast Paddle 
Jam 2014, which takes place May 
16-18, event organizers will attempt 
to set a new Guinness Book World 
Record for the largest floating gath-
ering of kayaks.

The current Guinness World Re-
cord was set September 24, 2011, 
when 1,902 kayaks and canoes as-
sembled on Fourth Lake in Inlet, 
N.Y.  On May 17, FCTDC will 
attempt to set a World Record on 
the Apalachicola River aiming to 
involve “raft up” more than 2,100 
kayaks. 

 The event will take place at the 
confluence of the Apalachicola Riv-
er and the Apalachicola Bay (100 
yards north of the Apalachicola 

Bridge toward the junction of Scip-
io Creek and Apalachicola River.)  
Put-in locations will be spaced out 
at public landing and private mari-
nas along the Apalachicola River. 
More than 2,100 kayaks will gather 
and be linked by boaters arm-in-arm 
or paddle-to-paddle and assembled 
for 30 seconds.

Paddle Jam is a festival celebrat-
ing the Forgotten Coast through 
paddle sports, music and food.  
Paddle Jam is a “fluid festival” 
with events happening at various 
locations in Apalachicola and St. 
George Island. 

Paddle Jam will also showcase 
live, local music and local food.  

Visitors can also attend lectures, 
visit local museums and parks, shop 
with the local vendors and stroll the 
historic district. Paddle Jam offers 
something for everyone and is for 
people who are passionate about 
life on the Forgotten Coast. 

For more information, visit www.
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ANDALUSIA
OnGOinG  — The American Legion 

Post 80 has regular meetings the second 
Monday of the month, starting at 6:30 
p.m., at the Legion Hall. For more 
information, call 222-7131 or visit www.
andalusialegionpost80.org.

DALEVILLE
May 10 — The Daleville Department 

of Public Safety’s reserve officer 
program hosts an Alabama Police Week 
shooting championship at Tri-State Gun 
Club. Competition is open to police 
officers, military service members and 
private citizens. Proceeds benefit the 
Concerns of Police Survivors charity 
and local reserve officers. Competitors 
will be treated to a catered barbeque 
lunch and prizes that include plaques, 
flashlights, police gear and weapons. For 
more information, call (910) 723-3295 
or visit www.osagecombatives.com/
shootingchampionship.

OnGOinG — Veterans of Foreign 
Wars Post 6020 Franchise J. Ballard Post 
membership meetings are at the post 
headquarters on State Road 84 every third 
Thursday of the month at 7 p.m.  Break-
fast is served on Sundays and games 
and TVs are available for entertainment.  
Open to all. Post can host parties, wed-
dings, hails and farewells.  For more in-
formation, call 598-6211, 598-1297 or 
598-6211/379-9187. 

DOTHAN
May 3 — Landmark Park will host 

its Touch A Truck event for children 
from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. Children of all 
ages will have a chance to see more than 
50 vehicles, including a race car, street 
sweeper, mail truck and more. Admission 
is $5 for children and $7 for adults, and 
free for members. Refreshments will be 
available. For more information, call 
794-3452.

OnGOinG –Ballroom dancing les-
sons will be offered every Tuesday night 
at 6:30 p.m. at the Cultural Arts Center. 
Lessons will teach the Fox Trot, East 
Coast Swing, Rumba and Waltz. The cost 
will be $2 per person per night. For more 
information, call 791-9407.

OnGOinG — The Tri-States Coin 
Club meets the third Monday night of 
each month at 7 p.m. in the back room of 
Interco Coins located at 2314 Ross Clark 
Circle. Described as fun for all ages, event 
begins with a short meeting followed by 

a coin auction. For more information, call 
393-2376.

OnGOinG — People are invited to 
play ultimate flying disc with the Do-
than Ultimate Discers on Optimist Field 
on Thursdays at 7 p.m. and Sundays at 2 
p.m. Described as co-ed fun for everyone 
from age 10 to 100 with no prior experi-
ence required. For more information, call 
615-3760.

 
OnGOinG — The Wiregrass Museum 

of Art hosts “First Saturday Family Day” 
the first Saturday of every month at 10:30 
a.m. The event is recommended for el-
ementary school aged children. For more 
information, visit wiregrassmuseum.com 
or call 794-3871.

OnGOinG— Landmark Park has a 
reptile feeding at 4 p.m. every second 
Sunday of each month. Children and 
adults can learn why these animals are 
important to the environment. The pro-
gram is free with paid gate admission. 
For more information, call 794-3452 or 
visit www.landmarkpark.com.

OnGOinG — Wiregrass Suicide Pre-
vention Services holds bi-monthly suicide 
survivor support groups the second and 
fourth Monday at 6 p.m. at 148 E. Main 
Street. The support groups are for anyone 
who has lost a friend or loved one to sui-
cide. Children’s groups are also available. 
For more information, call 792-9814.

OnGOinG — The Tri-State Com-
munity Orchestra rehearses every Thurs-
day evening from 6-8 p.m. at the Dothan 
Cultural Arts Center.  They welcome all 
string, brass, woodwind, and percussion 
players ages 16 and up.  For more infor-
mation, visit www.tristatecommunity-
orchestra.com or call 585-4903.

ENTERPRISE
May 3 — The Enterprise Parks and 

Recreation Department will host the 16th 
annual Children’s Festival in the Park at 
the Enterprise Recreational Complex at 2 
p.m. Event features fireworks, food ven-
dors, face painting, train rides, inflatables 
and live music. The event is free for ev-
eryone. For more information, visit www.
enterprisealabama.com.

May 9 — Enterprise High School will 
hold a naturalization ceremony at 10 a.m. 
at the school’s  performing arts center. 
People are asked to be a part of Ameri-
can history and witness approximately 
25 people become American citizens. It 
is the first ever ceremony in the coun-

try conducted outside of a courtroom. 
For more information, visit www.enter-
prisealabama.com.

May 10 — The Enterprise Lions Club 
hosts the annual Boll Weevil 100 Bike 
Ride and 10K Run through the hills of 
Coffee County.  The Boll Weevil 100 
is broken into four rides; a 7-mile Fun 
Ride, a 25-mile, a Century (100K), and 
a challenging 100-mile ride. The running 
events include a 10K run and a 3K, fun 
walk or run that will start immediately 
after the bikers depart. Registration is 
May 9th from 4-8p.m. at the First United 
Methodist Church Family Life Center and 
May 10 from 5-7 a.m.  There will be a 
complimentary breakfast available during 
registration Saturday. Refreshments 
will be provided and showers are also 
available. For more information, visit 
www.enterpriselionsclub.com/boll-
weevil-100/information.

OnGOinG — The American Legion 
Post 73 meets at the American Legion/
Doer’s Shrine Club building at 200 Gib-
son Street on the fourth Saturday of each 
month, beginning at 8 a.m. The building 
is across the street from the Lee Street 
Baptist Church.  For more information, 
call post commander Jerry Goodson at 
347-5961 or 447-8507.

OnGOinG  — Veterans of Foreign 
Wars Post 6683, John Wiley Brock Post 
membership meetings are at the post 
headquarters, on County Road 537, every 
third Tuesday of the month at 7 p.m. For 
more information, call Connie Hudson at 
406-3077, Randy Black at 393-6499 or 
Bob Cooper 347-7076, or visit the VFW 
Post 6683 on Facebook.

GENEVA
OnGOinG  — The Geneva County 

Relay for Life meets the last Tuesday of 
the month at 6 p.m. at the Citizens Bank. 

For more information, call 248-4495.

MIDLAND CITY
OnGOinG — Residents are invited 

to Town Hall meetings the first Tuesday 
of each month at 5:30 p.m. at Town Hall, 
1385 Hinton Waters Ave. 

For more information, call 983-3511.

NEW BROCKTON
OnGOinG — Disabled American 

Veterans Chapter No. 99 maintains a DAV 
service office in the New Brockton Police 
station every Tuesday and Wednesday 

from 10 a.m. to noon. All veteran services 
provided are free. For more information, 
call 718-5707.

OnGOinG — Adult education class-
es are offered in Rm. 12 at New Brockton 
High School, 210 South Tyler St., Mon-
days and Wednesdays from 6-9 p.m. All 
classes are free for individuals 16 years 
old or older who are not enrolled in pub-
lic school. Individuals must take an as-
sessment test prior to attending class. 
Call 894-2350 for more information.

 OZARK
OnGOinG — The Ann Rudd Art Cen-

ter is offering free art lessons for children 
ages 5 and over. The Young Student class 
is held Saturdays from 10 a.m. to noon, 
and the Adult/Teen Class from 12:30-3 
p.m. Slots are on a first come, first served 
basis. For more information, call 774-
7922.

PINCKARD
OnGOinG — The public is invited 

to the Cross Country Workshop every 
Sunday at 6 p.m. at the Pinckard United 
Methodist Church.  

For more information, call 983-3064.

SAMSON
OnGOinG — American Legion Post 

78 meets monthly on the second Tuesday 
at 7 p.m.

TROY
OnGOinG  — Troy Bank and Trust 

Company sponsors senior dance nights 
every Saturday night from 7-10 p.m. at 
the J.O. Colley Senior Complex. 

The complex is transformed into a 
dance hall and features music from the 
40s, 50s, and 60s, finger foods, and re-
freshments.  

For more information, call Janet Motes 
at 808-8500.

WIREGRASS AREA
May 3 — The Henry County Horse 

and Saddle Club hosts the 13th annual 
Children’s of Alabama Trail Ride. The 
ride begins at 1:30 p.m. with cook out and 
door prizes to follow near Henry County 
Road #53 south of Abbeville. Riders and 
non riders asked to attend.  Horses must 
be vaccinated for Coggins. Admission is 
$15 for riders and $5 for non riders. For 
more information, call 790-7179.

Wiregrass community calendar
If you would lIke to advertIse your event, emaIl JIm HugHes wItH all tHe detaIls at JHugHes@armyflIer.com.

Beyond Briefs
Friday Fest

Friday Fest in downtown Panama City is Bay County’s 
largest street festival with more than 200 show cars, 50 
vendors and live bands— filling up six blocks of Harrison 
Avenue on the first Friday of each month from 6-10 p.m. 
Local shops and restaurants stay open late.

Swamp Tour
Georgia State Parks and Historic Sites hosts a tour of 

historic Billy’s Island in the Okefenokee Swamp in Fargo, 
Ga., 10 a.m. to noon until May 31. This island was home 
to Native Americans, pioneers, and lumbermen for thou-
sands of years and participants will take a boat out to the 
island and hike a trail to view some of the relics left from 
times past. Tickets are $15-$20 with a $5 parking fee. For 

more information, call (912) 637-5274.

Motorcycle Rally 
Known as “The Most Biker Friendly free Rally in the 

United States,” the Thunder Beach Motorcycle Rally is 
held twice yearly in Panama City Beach April 30 through 
May 4 and Oct. 1-5. Bikers from around the country can 
enjoy scenic rides along the Emerald Coast, live enter-
tainment and local cuisine. For more information, visit 
www.thunderbeachproductions.com.

Crawfish Festival
The 29th annual Pensacola Crawfish Festival will take 

place May 3-5. People can experience one of the largest 
crawfish boils in Florida at the event boasting fresh, spicy 
crawfish, authentic bayou country entertainment and arts 
and crafts tents featuring local and regional artists. For 
more information, visit fiestaoffiveflags.org. 

Flimp Festival
The Montgomery Museum of Fine Art’s annual cel-

ebration of imagination, creativity and good humor, The 
Flimp Festival, will be held May 2-3 at the Blount Cul-
tural Park in Montgomery.  There will be fun for all ages 
all day long, including live music and entertainment, 
treasure hunts, pet parades, dozens of arts and crafts ac-
tivities, professional art demonstrations, face painting and 
food and art vendors. 

Admission is $5 for adults, $3 for children and free to 
museum members and active-duty military and their Fam-
ilies. The chalk art competition in the museum’s parking 
lot will be May 2 from 8 a.m. to 6 p.m., and continues on 
Saturday from 8-10 a.m. The mixed media Chalk Block 
Party will be held May 2 from 5-7 p.m. at the park. Ad-
mission is free.  The party will include light appetizers 
with live music. For more information, visit www.mmfa.
org/visit/flimp-festival.

Paddle Jam organizers aim to set new world record



WASHINGTON – First 
Lady Michelle Obama 
and Dr. Jill Biden, wife of 
Vice President Joe Biden, 
launched the Veterans Em-
ployment Center April 23, 
the first online one-stop 
shopping tool for veterans, 
transitioning service mem-
bers and spouses in search 
of employment.

The announcement was 
made at a third-anniversary 
celebration for their Join-
ing Forces initiative at Fort 
Campbell, Ky.

Joining Forces mobilizes 
all sectors of American 
society to support service 
members, veterans and 
their Families.

The Veterans Employ-
ment Center is designed to 
connect veterans and tran-
sitioning service members 
with employers and help 
translate military skills into 
the public- and private-sec-
tor civilian workforce.

“Our service members 
haven’t always had the time 
or information they needed 
to prepare their resumes, to 
plot their career goals, to 
meet with employers and 
get the jobs they deserve. 
And that’s simply not ac-
ceptable,” the first lady 
said. “As my husband has 
said, when you’ve fought 
for this country around the 
world, you shouldn’t have 
to fight for a job when you 
return home.

“Starting today,” she 
continued, “every single 
service member, every vet-
eran, and every military 
Family will have access to 
a new online tool that will 
revolutionize how you find 
jobs in both the public and 
private sectors.”

The online tool is avail-
able at http://ebenefits.
va.gov.

“Our service members 
transitioning to civilian 
life, as well as their spous-
es, deserve the resources 
they need to be success-
ful,” Defense Secretary 
Chuck Hagel said in a 
White House news release. 
“Through this effort, they 
are getting that help. Our 
troops and their spouses 
are proven leaders, highly 
skilled and hard working. 

Employers hiring them are 
getting the best this nation 
has to offer.”

The center is the result 
of an interagency effort to 
improve, simplify and con-
solidate the existing array 
of employment resources 
for veterans, officials said. 
It also will provide a single, 
comprehensive database 
of resumes for employers 
who seek to leverage the 
skills and talents of veter-
ans, service members and 
their spouses.

The new online resource 
is the first interagency tool 
to bring together a wealth 
of public and private job 
opportunities, a resume-
builder, military skills 
translator, and detailed ca-
reer and training resourc-
es.

In connection with Join-
ing Forces, DOD and the 
departments of Veterans 
Affairs, Labor and Edu-
cation and the Office of 
Personnel Management 
worked with employers to 
design and develop the site 
and incorporate features 
of existing online employ-
ment tools within govern-
ment.

“Veterans deserve an au-
thoritative source for con-
necting with employers,” 
said VA Secretary Eric K. 
Shinseki. “The online Vet-
erans Employment Cen-
ter is the single, federal 
source for veterans look-
ing for new career oppor-
tunities, service members 
transitioning to the civil-
ian workforce, and spouses 

and beneficiaries looking 
to connect with job oppor-
tunities.”

With this tool, employ-
ers will be able to search 
and view veteran, service 
member and spouse re-
sumes in one location.

Resumes are visible to all 
employers with an active 
LinkedIn or Google pro-
file. To prevent spam, ap-
plicants’ names and email 
addresses are redacted, and 
are visible only to employ-
ers verified by VA as reg-
istered companies with the 
IRS. The site also is built 
using open data and an 
open application program-
ming interface to attract 
private-sector innovation.

“Improving veterans’ 
employment is an all-
hands-on-deck enterprise,” 
Secretary of Labor Thomas 
Perez said. More than 1 
million service members 
projected to leave the mili-
tary in the coming years.

“OPM’s USAJobs pro-
gram is excited to be 
partnering with the VA on 
making this a robust tool 
for our nation’s veterans 
and transitioning service 
members seeking federal 
employment,” said Office 
of Personnel Management 
Director Katherine Archu-
leta.

“It has been more than 
four years since President 
Obama established the 
Veterans Employment Ini-
tiative and, in that time, the 
executive branch hired the 
highest percentage of mili-
tary veterans in more than 

20 years – of the 195,000 
new employees hired in 
[fiscal year] 2012, approxi-
mately 56,000 were veter-
ans, equaling 28.9 percent 
of total hires,” she added.

“We can continue to hon-
or and show our apprecia-
tion for the dedicated and 
heroic service of America’s 
veterans by ensuring that 
they have every opportuni-

ty to continue their service 
to this great nation as fed-
eral civilian employees,” 
Archuleta said. “The Vet-
erans Employment Center 
helps us honor these men 
and women by making 
employment opportunities 
available when our service-
men and women lay down 
their uniforms.”

At today’s Fort Campbell 

event, Biden noted the suc-
cess of the Military Spouse 
Employment Partnership, 
which began in June 2011 
with fewer than 60 compa-
nies. Today, she said, the 
partnership has 228 partner 
employers, more than 1.8 
million jobs posted on the 
MSEP Career Portal and 
more than 60,000 military 
spouse hires to its credit.
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Tips 
to quit 

tobacco
Use the 5 Ds 
to help with 

urges
Deep•	  breathing — 
Take slow deep 
breaths to feel re-
laxed and in con-
trol.
Drink•	  water — Drink 
at least 8 glasses of 
water a day to flush 
out nicotine from 
your system.
Do•	  something else 
to keep busy. 
Discuss•	  your urge 
with a friend or fam-
ily member.
Delay	•	 — Don’t reach 
for tobacco right 
away. The urge to 
smoke passes in 3 to 
5 minutes whether 
a person smokes or 
not.

YOURSELFTM

WHILE YOU
SERVE

REGIONALLY
ACCREDITED

NOT-FOR-PROFIT

100% ONLINE NATIONALLY
RECOGNIZED

LIFETIME EMPLOYMENT
ASSISTANCE

NO APPLICATION
FEE

For a complimentary evaluation of transfer credit and
military work experience, visit or contact us at our
Ft. Rucker education center. See an online class demo
at bakercollegeonline.com/demo
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An Equal Opportunity Affirmative Action Institution. Baker College is accredited by The Higher Learning Commission and is a member of
the North Central Association / 30 North LaSalle Street, Suite 2400, Chicago, IL 60602-2504 / 800-621-7440 /www.ncahlc.org. Baker Center for
Graduate Studies’ MBA program is also accredited by the International Assembly of Collegiate Business Education (IACBE). For more information
about our graduation rates, the median debt of students who completed the program, and other important information, please visit our Web site at
www.baker.edu/gainfulemployment.
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STRAWBERRIES

WE PICK

ENGLISH PEAS
AVAILABLE

YOU PICK READY
NOW!

COUNTRY BEST FARM

hwy 84 west & moates Rd. • enteRpRise

TURN OFF THE BY PASS OVER HWY 84 WEST IN THE DIRECTION OF NEW BROCKTON. ONLY 0.5 MILES NORTH OF THE BYPASS

BOBBY, NANCY & JOSHUA HELMS

fresh

393-7224

USKA
AFTER SCHOOL KARATE
621 Boll Weevil Circle Enterprise, AL 36330

www.scorpionkarate1.com • 334-475-4308

SERVING THE WIREGRASS FOR 10 YEARS
• Homework & Reading Assistance

• Bully Prevention Training
• Art & Craft

• Korean / Japanese Terminology

MONDAY - FRIDAY
PRESCHOOL TO

8TH GRADE

FREE PICK UP
Registering Now for new Members

Karate and Kickboxing Classes also available for adults

F P

HIGHLANDS
ANTIQUE MALL

7329 w. main st. • dothan • 692-5752

HIGHLANDS

Entire
Mall to20%

50%

off

ONE Day Only!
Thursday,may 8 • 9 am-8 pm

GREAT FOOD SERVED AT 4 PM
HEAVY HORS D’OEUVRES

By Terri Moon Cronk
American Forces Press 
Service

Career opportunities 
White House launches 1-stop shopping for vets seeking jobs



interest them, then one 
day they can maybe work 
with UAS,” said Samiof. 
“We talked about futuristic 
avionics and what future 
airplanes might look like. 
They might not realize 
that they themselves might 
be the developers of new 
technology for helicopters, 
airplanes and UAS.” 

Miller believes that chil-
dren have many ideas that 
are amazing to consider as 
an adult.

“Their minds work much 
differently than when we 
were growing up,” he said. 
“It is a lot easier for them 
to think outside the box, 
because for them, they 
don’t even know what the 
box is!”

Haylie Rankin said that 
her favorite subject is art, 
but that she appreciated 
science because it helps 
create new ways for her to 
express herself.

“I love art because I can 
show my emotions on a 
piece of paper. Art is amaz-
ing, but I have to have tools 
to paint and draw with,” 
she said. “I can’t make art 
without brushes and paint 
and crayons, and someone 
used science to make the 
things I need to make art.”

STEM Fest was the cul-
minating event after a long 
week of field trips and 
guest speakers.

“We had representa-
tives from Farley Nuclear 
Plant come and speak with 
the children, we visited 

U.S. Army Aeromedical 
Research Laboratory, we 
visited the Army Aviation 
Museum and did a scaven-
ger hunt for inventions past 
and present, and we visited 
Lyster Army Health Clinic 
where we learned about 
medical inventions, tools 
and even diseases,” said 
the principal.

The entire school also 
participated in an invention 
project for several weeks 
where students were given 
the task to solve a problem 
in their daily lives. All 417 
inventions were on display 

during STEM Fest.
“We wanted them to 

think on what they could 
do to make their lives 
easier,” said Gilmer. “The 
children’s imaginations are 
so broad. Their inventions 
were amazing. We wanted 
to steer away from the sci-
ence project this time and 
have them focus on a think-
ing project.”

Some of the inventions 
were massaging backpacks, 
gloves that have hooks on 
them for maximum gro-
cery carrying capacity, and 
water bottle identification 

caps.
This is the first time 

STEM Fest was held, but 
Gilmer has high hopes for 
the future.

“When the children see 

their inventions displayed 
and see how they can alter 
future technology, it gets 
them excited,” she said. 
“When they see something 
they have learned in a book 

applied to something they 
can see and touch, it helps 
them make the connection. 
What they imagine today, 
might be something they 
patent in 10 years.” 

Religious 
Services

WORSHIP 
SERvICES
Except as noted, all 

services are on Sunday

Headquarters 
Chapel, Building 
109
8:00 a.m. Multi-Cultural 

Worship Service

Main Post Chapel, 
Building 8940
9:00 a.m. Catholic Mass 

Sunday
11:00 a.m. Traditional 

Worship Service
12:05 p.m. Catholic 

Mass (Tuesday - Friday)
4:00 p.m. Catholic 

Confessions Saturday 
5:00 p.m. Catholic Mass 

Saturday

Wings Chapel, 
Building 6036
08:00 a.m.  Latter-Day 

Saints Worship Service
9:30 a.m. Protestant 

Sunday School
10:45 a.m. Wings 

Contemporary Worship 
Protestant Service
1:00 p.m. Eckankar 

Worship Service (4th 
Sunday)

Spiritual Life 
Center, Building 
8939
10:45 a.m. CCD (except 

during summer months).
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As the nation’s expert on VA Loans, we
specialize in making your American Dream
of homeownership a reality though the use

of your hard-earned VA Loan benefit.

Qualify quickly with
this flexible, government-

backed program

Save money every month
by paying no private

mortgage insurance (PMI)

Finance 100%
and put

no money down

Veterans United Home Loans is a VA-approved lender and is not affiliated with any government agency. NMLS
1907. "Veterans United” is a registered trademark of Mortgage Research Center, LLC. All Rights Reserved.

Call (334) 347-LOAN to pre-qualify for free today.

EnterpriseVALoans.com

1405 Rucker Blvd.
Enterprise, AL 36330

Little Sweets
Strawberry Farm

-HIGHWAY 52 EAST OF SLOCOMB-

(334) 618-8365
(334) 790-6974

Fresh Picked Baskets For Sale
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Fresh Picked Baskets For Sale

SWEET • JUICY • YUMMY

Families & Friends: Don’t miss this chance to
congratulate your special graduate!

Any appropriate picture may be used. For more information call
334-393-9713. Please bring your ad by our Advertising office or

mail to 1110 Boll Weevil Cr., Suite D, Enterprise, AL 36330
(Behind Mellow Mushroom)

We are so
proud
of you!

Love,
Your Family

Emmanuel Christian

C o n g r a t u l a t i o n s

We are
proud of you!

Love,
Your Family

Dale Co. high school

Ads published in
ENTERPRISE LEDGER

Sunday, May 18th

Deadline: Monday, May 12th

Ad Cost: $20
Ads must be paid for in advance

Congratulations
Graduate Ad

ss e ee ett
C o n g r a t u l a t i o n s

$5.00
RX Plan
Get a month

Supply of certain
medications!

Elba

MEDICAL & SURGICAL EYE CARE
OF ENTERPRISE

Staff Privileges at:
• Medical Center Enterprise

• Flowers Hospital
• Southeast Alabama Medical Center
• South Alabama Outpatient Services

Specializing In:
• Cataract Surgery

(No Stitch, Topical Anesthesia)
• Eyelid Surgery

• Diabetic Retinopathy Treatment
• Glaucoma Treatment (Medical & Laser)

• Pediatric Eye Disorders
• Neurological Eye Disorders

We accept Medicare, BCBS, All Tricare
& other major insurances

100 Professional Dr., Suite A
(Next to Martin Colley Drugs

on the Bypass)

Enterprise, AL

Call for an appointment

334-347-4018 9
0
1
5
1

JR
K

0
2
0
3
0
4

1
0
9
4
6

jr
k

0
8
0
4

0
9

Specializing In:
• Cataract Surgery

(No Stitch, Topical Anesthesia)
• Eyelid Surgery

• Diabetic Retinopathy Treatment
• Glaucoma Treatment (Medical & Laser)

• Pediatric Eye Disorders
• Neurological Eye Disorders

Full Service Optical Shop

Enterprise

We accept Medicare, BCBS, All Tricare
& other major insurances

Gene Pahmeier M.D.
Ophthalmologist, F.A.A.O. Full Service Optical Shop

Specializing In:
• Cataract Surgery

(No Stitch, Topical Anesthesia)
• Eyelid Surgery

• Diabetic Retinopathy Treatment
• Glaucoma Treatment

(Medical & Laser)
• Pediatric Eye Disorders

• Neurological Eye Disorders

100 Professional Dr., Suite A • Enterprise
(Next to Martin Colley Drugs on the Bypass)

334-347-4018

We accept Medicare, BCBS, All Tricare
& other major insurances

MOTHER’S DAY S
ALE!

Entire store

off

(334) 794-7644

Plus an
additional

50%
STOREWIDE
20% off

STEWART’S HOME FURNISHINGS
3175 Montgomery Highway • Dothan

More than 15 Families walked together for Army Community Service’s Baby Stroller Parade and Decorating Contest Monday morning down Seventh Avenue. The event was held in honor of April being Child Abuse 
Prevention Month.  

Photo by Sara e. Martin

Strollers On Parade

STEM: Students take part in diverse learning experience
Continued from Page C1



A quality work environment is a col-
laborative effort to keep workers safe and 
healthy. In a facility like the Anniston Mu-
nitions Center, Ala., many factors influence 
the work environment and can be modified 
to improve worker wellbeing.

U.S. Army Public Health Command er-
gonomists went to Anniston in January to 
survey facilities, evaluate work processes, 
and provide training to local industrial hy-
gienists and safety personnel – all to help 
enhance the working environment at the 
facility.

By looking at the tools; physical activi-
ties, such as bending or lifting that affect 
the body; and environmental factors such 
as noise and lighting that might affect 
hearing, vision or comfort, ergonomists 
can suggest modifications that enhance 
worker health. 

While John Pentikis, USAPHC Army 
Institute of Public Health ergonomist and 
team leader, taught ergonomics principles 
to the industrial hygienists and safety of-
fice personnel, ergonomists Kevin Purcell, 
AIPH, and Tricia Salzar, Public Health 
Command Region-South, assessed indus-
trial and administrative areas around the 
munitions center. 

“These types of missions help installa-
tion personnel learn the ergonomic prin-
ciples needed to run their own basic pro-
gram at the installation level,” explained 
Pentikis. “By combining assessments with 
training, the installation gets a chance to 
see how we (ergonomists) go through a fa-
cility reviewing processes and determining 
areas of concern.” 

“It was great that I was able to be part of 
this assessment since the facility is located 
in my area of responsibility,” said Salzar. 
“I began to develop a relationship with the 
individuals at the installation, which helps 
them feel more comfortable asking ques-
tions and getting help when needed. They 
also know they can call me for assistance 
as they develop their local ergonomics pro-
gram.”

A worksite assessment provides the “er-
gonomic big picture” of the workplace 
and is an integral part of an installation’s 
ergonomics program, according to Purcell. 
An assessment involves observations and 
discussions with supervisors and employ-
ees to determine the types of work done in 
the facility, and any specific concerns they 
may have.

“In the case of Anniston,” said Purcell, 
“we looked at a wide range of facilities 

More than 75 people teed off 
together Friday for the 24th an-
nual Army Aviation Center Federal 
Credit Union Golf Tournament to 
benefit Army Emergency Relief.

Soldiers and civilians alike 
showed their support for the pro-
gram, many of whom enjoyed 
the company just as much as the 
cause.

“This is such a good cause, I al-
ways like to play it with a group of 
friends. This program really serves 
our Soldiers and their Families, 
and me and my husband always do 
what we can to support them,” said 
tournament player Kris Laster. “I 
love the course, as well.  It’s a great 
practice facility because it is a good 
challenge.” 

Col. Stuart J. McRae, garrison 
commander, kicked-off the tourna-
ment by encouraging participants 
to get the word out to others about 
the benefits of AER.

“Last year, this tournament raised 
around $15,000, and we hope to 
match that this year. Last year we 
gave out $408,000 in loans, grants 
and scholarships to local Families,” 
he said.  “We need everyone’s sup-

port to make sure this year’s cam-
paign is a success. You guys can 
take pride knowing this is going to 
a good, local cause.”

Fort Rucker gives out more mon-
ey to Soldiers than it gives in to the 
program, said Command Sgt. Maj. 
Buford E. Noland, garrison com-
mand sergeant major.

“Just a few weeks ago, I got a 
call from a sergeant major in Ko-
rea. He told me that one of our 
Soldiers had just moved to his new 
unit in Korea. Well, he had planned 
on retiring in June before he left, so 
he and his wife bought a local 100-
year-old farm house and that was 
going to be their retirement place 
when he returned from Korea,” he 
said. “Well, just a few weeks ago 
that house burned to the ground.

“The wife and children were left 
with nothing,” he continued. “But 
we have been able to help with the 
assistance of AER. The Family is 
now set up with temporary quar-
ters, and has food vouchers and a 
grant to help set them up for suc-
cess.”

Each year, the tournament raises 
around $15,000, which Lisa Hales, 
AACFCU vice president of mar-
keting, said is 100 percent of the 
proceeds.

“We are a credit union that started 
in 1966 with seven Soldiers from 
Fort Rucker. So, it has always been 
very important to us to support Fort 
Rucker in any way we can,” she 
said.

Every year the sponsor offers the 
chance for participants to win a new 
car. This year the hole was Red No. 
8. In the entire 24 years, only one 
person has ever won the car. There 
was no winner this year, either.

“The golfers that come out always 
have a great time. The camaraderie 
between everyone during the lunch 
afterwards is good to see,” said 
Hales. “It’s obvious that everyone 
has a good time together and sup-
ports each other, even though it is a 
competition.” 

The team consisting of Sam Pat-
ton, Jerry Parris, Bill Conner and 
Pat Kelly won first place for gross 
score. The team consisting of Steve 
Hayden, Mike O`Conner, Dan 
Rawlings and Joe Loscheider won 
first place for net score.

“We need everyone’s 
support to make sure 
this year’s campaign 

is a success” 

— Col. Stuart J. MCrae
GarriSon CoMMander
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Sports  first aid
Army first-aid kits include 
new eye shield 

story on Page d3

See Safe, PaGe d3

By Sara E. Martin
Army Flier Staff Writer

Hole-in-one
Tournament tees up 
funds for ‘good cause’

and Health

Tournament player Kris Laster putts Friday during a golf tournament 
benefiting AER. 

Photo by Sara e. Martin

Nathan Sweasy and Nathan Thorman, Army Family members, race down an inflated slip and slide Saturday afternoon during Thunder on Tholocco.
Photo by Sara e. Martin

FUN IN THE SUN

Ergonomics meets munitions – keeping workers safe
By Jane Gervasoni
U.S. Army Public Health Command

Employees in the Anniston Munition Center, Ala., administrative area are constantly looking up at 
monitors. USAPHC ergonomists recommended that employees have sit-stand work stations to vary their 
positions during the work day.

Photo by triCia Salzar 
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Down Time

Kid’s Corner

See Page D3 for this week’s answers.



including offices, inventory buildings, 
inspection areas, receiving and shipping 
facilities, a wood shop and unpacking ar-
eas.”

Each area offers unique ergonomic chal-
lenges to employees and opportunities to 
recommend improvements.

Much of the work done at Anniston in-
volves unpacking, moving and disposing 
of unused and outdated military shells, 
rockets, missiles and similar explosive 
material. Because of the concerns about 
static electricity, grounded metal plates are 
placed in work areas, according to Purcell. 
The metal plates create a hard work sur-
face, in turn creating an ergonomic hazard 
that needs to be mitigated.

“One of our suggestions was to replace 
the metal plates with grounded rubber mats 
so that workers would not have to stand on 
the unyielding metal plates,” he explained. 

“The use of anti-fatigue mats would be a 
less expensive, ‘quick fix’ for those who 
stand in place much of the day.”

“I think these types of quick fixes go 
a long way towards fostering support for 
larger, more expensive projects. In addi-
tion, by modifying a small portion of the 
task, we can hopefully reduce the stress 
and strain on the employee, which in turn 
usually makes them wonderful advocates 
for ergonomics,” Salzar said.

“We make suggestions to make the 
workplace fit the worker,” said Purcell. 
“We talk with the people who do the work 
to get an understanding of how they do 
their work.”

Much of the work at Anniston begins 
at the loading docks. Containers of mate-
riel to be destroyed are shipped in Army 
trailers that have rollers, but Purcell noted 
that the loading docks were at a bad angle 
that did not facilitate easy loading and off-
loading of the trucks.

The ergonomic team’s suggestions for 
improvement included pouring a new con-
crete pad to better facilitate loading and 
unloading and the use of a winch on a fork 
lift instead of manually pulling heavy con-
tainers from the trucks. 

Workers had their own suggestions to 
improve other processes. They included 
putting wheels on tables used to move 
rockets and other large projectiles, and the 
fabrication of special stands that are sized 
to fit their jobs.

“Ergonomics, safety and good business 
practices overlap when we look at the 
processes at an installation,” said Purcell. 
“Most of the time they all go hand-in-hand 
to protect the workers and increase pro-
duction.

“We were very impressed with the inge-
nuity of the workers in the facilities who 
had modified equipment or the environ-
ment to make their work easier and safer,” 
said Purcell. “When we complimented 

their changes, we explained how they had 
applied ergonomic principles to their work 
environment.”

“We left the munitions center having 
provided ergonomic training to both man-
agement and line-workers, as well as in-
formation on how to establish their own 
ergonomics program,” according to Pen-
tikis. 

“The ergonomic training was very in-
formative for the industrial hygiene, safety 
and others who attended,” said Anthony 
Burdell, deputy to the commander at An-
niston. 

“During the ergonomic survey the audi-
tors also provided ergonomic information 
to our workforce to include how office 
equipment should be set up for each indi-
vidual,” according to Burdell. “They also 
instructed ANMC team members how to 
get ergonomic information from the Public 
Health Command website. The visit was 
very beneficial for the ANMC Team.”

ABERDEEN PROVING 
GROUND, Md. — Soldiers 
whose eyes are injured during 
combat have a better chance 
of returning to duty with their 
vision intact due to some re-
visions in the Army’s first-aid 
kit.

The rigid eye shield was 
added as a component to the 
Army’s “Individual First-Aid 
Kit II,” which was distributed 
to the first Army units in the 
fall of 2013. 

When properly worn, the 
shields can protect a service 
member’s eye from further 
damage after an initial eye in-
jury is sustained during combat 
operations. 

“We’ve learned a lot about 
eye injuries in the field over 
the past decade,” said Lt. Col. 
Jeffrey Autrey, program man-
ager of the Tri-Service Vision 
Conservation and Readiness 
Program at the U.S. Army 
Public Health Command. “We 
know more about the common 
causes, prevention measures 
and effective techniques for 
treatment.”

In the past, service members 

may have treated eye injuries 
by wrapping the head with a 
bandage and applying pressure 
to the wounded eye.

But this method of preserv-
ing the eye is not optimal eye 
care, according to Autrey.

“A person’s eye can become 
further damaged if too much 
pressure is applied,” he said. 

That’s why Army first-aid 
kits are now including the eye 
shields.

“If a service member’s eye 
is injured during combat, the 
rigid eye shield should be 
placed over the injured eye and 
secured with tape,” said Cmdr. 
Kevin McGowan, Navy pro-
gram manager in the TSCVRP 
who assists Autrey with sur-
veillance of eye injuries to 
military members.

“This action will ensure that 
no other foreign debris comes 
into contact with the eye, and 
will preserve the eye until a 
medical expert can give it fur-
ther attention.”

According to data from the 
Armed Forces Health Surveil-
lance Center, during the years 
2001 to 2010, between five and 
22 percent of all Department of 
Defense injuries were a result 
of ocular trauma. 

“It’s a worthy investment to 

add the eye shields to first-aid 
kits,” said Autrey.

The USAPHC’s TSVCRP in-
corporated instructions on how 
to use the new eye shield in its 
recent two-day Vision Conser-
vation and Readiness Course. 
Autrey said the new eye shields 
are meant as a supplement to 
current Military Combat Eye 
Protection, not as a substitute 
for proper eye protection.

“Research still shows that 
most eye injuries can be pre-
vented by wearing eye pro-
tection from the Authorized 
Protective Eyewear List,” said 
Autrey. 

Autrey said that it has been 
rewarding to collaborate with 
the DOD on getting the word 
out about the new eye shields 
being incorporated into Army 
first-aid kits. He knows that 
that the shields will be of ut-
most importance to troops who 
are deployed downrange. 

“Of all the body’s senses, 
most people value their sense 
of sight the most,” said Autrey. 
“That’s why we’re not only 
looking for innovative ways 
to preserve life and limb, but, 
specifically, eyesight.” 

The eye shields should be a 
part of all DOD joint-service 
first-aid kits by the fall.
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Navy Cmdr. Kevin McGowan models the correct placement of the rigid eye shield.
Photo by GrahaM SnodGraSS

Safe: Modified equipment, environment boosts safety
Continued from Page D1

By Chanel S. Weaver
U.S. Army Public 
Health Command

Army first-aid kits include new eye shield

Some discounts, coverages, payment plans and features are not available in all states or all GEICO companies. Homeowners, boat, PWC and flood coverages are written through non-affiliated insurance companies and are secured through the GEICO
Insurance Agency, Inc. Motorcycle and ATV coverages are underwritten by GEICO Indemnity Company. The GEICO Personal Umbrella Policy is provided by Government Employees Insurance Company and is available to qualified Government Employees
Insurance Company and GEICO General Insurance Company policyholders and other eligible persons, except in MA. GEICO is a registered service mark of Government Employees Insurance Company, Washington, D.C. 20076; a Berkshire Hathaway Inc.

subsidiary. GEICO Gecko image © 1999-2013. © 2013 GEICO.

Ron Davis | 334-671-1726
4177 Montgomery Highway • Dothan

REAL. LOCAL. SAVINGS.
See how much you could save on car insurance today.

Now OpenonSaturdays!



Army 10-Miler Run Off 
Fort Rucker will host its 

annual Army 10-Miler Run 
Off and Team Relay Satur-
day from 7-11 a.m. at the 
Fort Rucker Physical Fit-
ness Center. Race-day reg-
istration will begin at 6 a.m. 
Cost is $25 per person, $75 
for a five-person team and 
there is a $12 run-only op-
tion. Top active-duty finish-
ers will be considered for 
the team to represent Fort 
Rucker at the 10-mile team 
run in Washington, D.C. 
Trophies will be awarded 
to the overall male and 
female, master male and 
female, grandmaster male 
and female, and male and 
female second-11th place 
finishers. First-, second- 
and third-place trophies 
will be awarded to the relay 
teams. The run is open to 
the public.

For more information, 
call 255-2296.

Youth kick ball 
registration 

Youth kick ball registra-
tion will run from Monday 
through May 31 for coed 
youth, in these age groups: 
6-8, Pee Wee League; 
9-10, Mites League; 12-14, 
Junior League; and 15-18, 
Senior League. Cost is $25 
per youth. A current child, 
youth and school services 
membership and physical 
is required upon registra-
tion. There will be a parent 
meeting June 5 at the youth 
teen center gym in Bldg. 
2800. 

Also, youth coaches are 
needed. People interested 
in being a coach should 
call 255-0950. Youth kick 
ball season begins June 
23 and runs through July 
31, with games Mondays-
Thursdays. 

For more information 
and to register, call 255-
9638 or 255-2257. 

Disc golf tournament
The Fort Rucker Physi-

cal Fitness Center will host 
its second annual disc golf 
tournament May 10 from 
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Pre-regis-
tration costs $12 until May 
3 and costs $15 afterwards. 
T-shirts will be available 
while supplies last. Tro-
phies will be awarded in 
various categories. 

For more information or 
to register, call 255-2296.

Fiesta Golf Tournament 
Silver Wings Golf 

Course will host a Fiesta 
Golf Tournament May 18 
beginning at 4 p.m. The red 
ball will rotate among the 
four players and two low 
net scores on each hole are 
used – with one needing to 
be the red ball. There will 
be a Mexican-themed din-

ner after the tournament. 
Cost is $29 per person, and 
includes golf fees, carts, 
prizes, dinner and a non-al-
coholic beverage. For those 
who would like to purchase 
only the dinner, the cost is 
$14.95. Reservations are 
required.

For more information or 
to register, call 598-2449.

Basketball tournament 
The Fort Rucker Youth 

Center will host a three-on-
three basketball tournament 
May 24 from 4-8 p.m. The 
tournament will be open to 
all child, youth and school 
services members and there 
is no charge. To participate, 
youth should sign up at the 
youth center by May 24.

For more information, 
call 255-2271 or 255-2260.

Stars & Strikes 
Memorial Day Bowling

Rucker Lanes Bowling 
Center will host its Stars 
& Strikes Memorial Day 
Bowling May 26 from 
10 a.m. to 10 p.m. The 
event will feature 25-cent 
games and 50-cent shoe 
rentals all day. 

For more information, 
call 255-9503.

Flynn Pool opens, 
indoor closes

Flynn Pool will open 
starting May 26 for op-
eration Mondays-Fridays 
from 5:30 a.m. to 7 p.m., 
and weekends and holi-
days from 11 a.m. to 5 
p.m. Flynn Pool is for 
fitness swimming, swim 
lessons and other instruc-
tional classes only. In ad-
dition, the indoor pool at 
the Fort Rucker Physical 
Fitness Center will close 
May 26 for the summer 
season and will reopen 
Aug. 4. 

For more information, 
call 255-2296.

Run/Walk Program
The Fort Rucker physi-

cal fitness centers offers a 
Run/Walk Program. Peo-
ple can run or walk and 
record their mileage at the 
front desk of either of the 
PFCs. This is an ongo-
ing program where each 
member's mileage total 
will be posted monthly 
and members will earn 
mileage patches based on 
their totals. People who 
reach 1,000 miles will 
win a water bottle. 

For more informa-
tion, call the Fort Rucker 
PFC at 255-2296 or the 
Fortenberry-Colton PFC 
at 255-3794.

Gym Rat workout 
program 

Fort Rucker’s physical 
fitness centers offers the 

Gym Rat, a new program 
open to all authorized pa-
trons of both PFCs. Peo-
ple can join the elite with 
100 days of fitness. People 
can obtain signatures from 
Fort Rucker gym staff on 
their form every time they 
work out or attend a group 
fitness class at either fit-
ness center. When people 
get 100 signatures, they 
will receive an exclusive 
Gym Rat T-shirt. People 
can pick up forms from the 
front desk of either PFC to 
get started. Boot Camp 
participation will not be 
included in this 100-day 
event, but time in the gym 
and fitness classes during 
Boot Camp can be cred-
ited. People will have up 
to 365 days to complete 
program. 

For more information, 
call 255-2296 or 255-3794.
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Have a Family di-•	
saster plan and 
supply kit. 
Build or identify a •	
safe room in your 
home. 
Purchase and use •	
a NOAA weather 
radio with a tone 
alert feature. This 
will alert you to 
warnings issued by 
your local National 
Weather Service of-
fice. 

*R Rated Films, one must be 17 or with parent*

CLARK THEATRES
ENTERPRISE

Web Site: www.hollywoodconnector.com
MOVIE INFO 24/7 - 347-2531
ACTIVE DUTY SERVICE MEMBER DISCOUNT

(WITH ACTIVE MILITARY ID ) + 1 Guest
MAY 2 - 8, 2014

ENTERPRISE SHOPPING CTR

College Cinema • enterprise

WESTGATE CENTER

I THE AMAZING SPIDER MAN 2 - PG13
in 2D (3D at College Cinema)
Mon-Fri: 6:50 & 9:45
Sat & Sun: 1:00, 4:00, 6:50 & 9:45

II THE OTHER WOMAN - PG13
Mon-Fri: 7:00 & 9:20
Sat & Sun: 2:00, 4:20, 7:00 & 9:20

III RIO 2 - G
Mon-Fri: 7:00 • Sat & Sun: 2:00 & 7:00

BRICK MANSIONS - PG13
Mon-Fri: 9:10 • Sat & Sun: 4:10 & 9:10

IV THE QUIET ONES - PG13
Mon-Fri: 7:00 & 9:00
Sat & Sun: 2:00, 4:00, 7:00 & 9:00
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N SPIDER MAN 2 ADVANCE SHOWING

2D & 3D THURSDAY 7:00 PM

ADVANCE SHOWING ANDALUSIA
SPIDER MAN 2 THURSDAY 7:00 PM

I THE AMAZING SPIDER MAN 2 - PG13
in 3D (2D at at Cinema I & II)
Mon-Fri: 6:50 & 9:45
Sat & Sun: 1:00, 4:00, 6:50 & 9:45

II CAPTAIN AMERICA:
THE WINTER SOLDIER - PG13
2D - Sat & Sun: 1:45 & 6:50 • Mon - Fri: 6:50
3D - Sat & Sun: 4:15 & 9:30 • Mon - Fri: 9:30

III HEAVEN IS FOR REAL - PG
Mon-Fri: 7:00 & 9:15
Sat & Sun: 2:00, 4:15, 7:00 & 9:15

123 PLAZA DRIVE • ENTERPRISE, AL
334-347-8906

JOIN US THIS WEEKEND AT
THE CREDIT UNION SALE IN DALEVILLE

SAVE $1,000’S!!

Sports Briefs

If anyone understands the warrior spirit, it’s you. Strength
and commitment are at the core of everything you do.

Whether it’s online or in-class, our public university is
equally dedicated to helping you accomplish your career

goals. Do what you love, and be great at it. That’s the
warrior spirit, and it’s alive and well at Troy University.

SOLD I ER BY DAY.

WARR IOR
BY N IGHT.

Harrison B., Student
Two tours of duty. Dad. C.J.

Feel it in Dothan. troy.edu/spirit 1-800-586-9771
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