
Living in the South, most 
people are familiar with 
the waves of pollen in the 
spring and humid heat in 
the summer, but it’s severe 
weather that people need to 
make sure they’re prepared 
for this season.

The Southeast experienc-
es two severe weather sea-
sons throughout the year, 
not including hurricane sea-
son, and Willie Worsham, 

Fort Rucker emergency re-
sponse manager, said that 
preparedness is the key to 
toughing out the storms.

“Right now we’re in our 
first severe weather sea-
son,” he said. “This sea-
son normally runs through 
March and April, with the 
second season running Au-
gust through September.”

After winter, cold fronts 
come down from the north 
as the subtropical ridge in 
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SHARP 
defense

In recognition of Sexual Assault 
Awareness Month, Army Communi-
ty Service is partnering with the Fort 
Rucker Military Police to present a 
workshop on self defense. 

The class will be held April 17 at 
the Fortenberry-Colton Physical Fit-
ness Center from 4:30-6 p.m. It is 
free and open to the public. Partici-
pants are asked to wear gym clothes 
to the event, including sneakers or 
gym shoes, said Twanna Johnson, 
garrison sexual assault response co-
ordinator.

Parents are advised that the pro-
gram would be inappropriate for 
children younger than 14. Registra-
tion is required by Monday.

“We are not socially aware now-
adays. We need to be conscious of 
who is around us, what we are doing 
and where we are going, and not be 
so absorbed in our phones,” she said. 
“We are multitasking instead of just 
focusing on getting to our car safely 

or shopping safely. A lot of times a 
predator will prey on those who are 
distracted and not paying attention 
to their surroundings.” 

The course will be taught by Staff 
Sgt. Shamika Sanders, but Staff Sgt. 
Jason Goldsmith, traffic manage-
ment collision investigations NCO in 
charge, will be talking to participants 
before the demonstrations. Topics 
will include, things to be aware of 
and when to be aware of them, as-
sault percentages, environmental as-
pects of assault in public places, safe 
practices of being alone in public 
places, and situational awareness.

“This class will not teach people 
how to attack someone. It will just 
be a basic class on how to defend 
yourself and get away from an ag-
gressor if you are approached or at-
tacked,” said Johnson. “She will just 
demonstrate basic and fundamental 
techniques.” 

Proactive behavior is critical to 
staying safe, she continued, saying 

By Sara E. Martin
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Ozark Police Agent and Criminal Investigator James Isler shows Sarah May how to carry out a defense plan against Fort 
Rucker Criminal Investigation Division Investigator Michael Holmes at a previous self defense class. 

Course to teach basic self 
defense, awareness tips

SEE DEfEnSE PagE a5

WEATHER
By Nathan Pfau
Army Flier Staff Writer

Preparation, planning key to 
staying safe in severe weather

April 22 will mark the 44th an-
nual celebration of Earth Day, with 
the Army keeping its focus on sus-
taining the mission to secure the 
future.

In recognition of Earth Day, the 
Fort Rucker Environmental and 
Natural Resources Division will 
host an Earth Day Expo April 22 
from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. at the festi-
val fields. 

The expo will address environ-
mental sustainability, pollution 
prevention, natural resources and 
energy conservation, while featur-
ing environmentally friendly living 
with demonstrations and exhibits 
promoting eco-conscious consum-
er behavior, said Darrell Hager, en-
vironmental protection specialist.

It is open to the public and is free 

to attend. 
“All exhibitors are showing their 

wide range of environmentally 
friendly operation supplies,” he 
said. “Some of the supplies featured 
will be (lidded, plastic food storage 
containers), batteries, lighting, spill 
control, household cleaners and in-
sect repellant. Some exhibitors will 
be geared for industrial purposes 
while others will be for daily office 
and household purposes.”

There will be an assortment 
of more than 20 exhibitors at the 
event, including representatives 
from Auburn University, the Boy 
Scouts, Army and Air Force Ex-
change Service and Alabama Pow-
er.

The Tesla S electric car will 
make an appearance, as well, and 
there will be a few child activities 
to keep children entertained while 
parents take a look at the booths.

“This event will show the local 
community new technologies that 
are out there that can help them in 
their home as well as at work that 
are not damaging to the planet,” 
said Melissa Lowlavar, environ-
mental management branch chief. 
“It will be very informative and 
fun.”

In conjunction with the expo, 
there will be an E-cycling event 
where people can bring their old 
electronics to be recycled respon-
sibly.

Some of the items accepted are 
cell phones, computers, television 
sets, wires and cables. Some items 
that will not be accepted are white 
goods, such as dryers, refrigerators 
and microwaves.

ENRD hopes to reach a large 
audience from the Fort Rucker and 

By Sara E. Martin
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Earth day:

SEE grEEn, PagE a5

the storm

Expo highlights products, 
practices to help go green

Photo by Sara E. Martin

Pfc. Carlos Suaza, Pvt. Aurelio Tovar and Pfc. Craig Flemming, with 1st Battalion, 13th Aviation 
Regiment, participate in a road march simulated security patrol April 1 during physical training hours 
as part of their culminating training exercise before graduation from advanced individual training, 
while Soldiers run during PT. 

TRAINING
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Justin O. Mitchell, Fort Rucker deputy garrison commander, looks on last year 
as children from the Fort Rucker Elementary School water freshly planted trees 
they planted in celebration of Earth Day.
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As severe weather season makes 
its way into the Wiregrass, 
Willie Worsham, Fort Rucker 
emergency response manager, 
offers tips to make sure Families 
are prepared. SEE wEathEr, PagE a5



REDSTONE ARSENAL, Ala. 
— In 2011, a series of tornadoes 
traveled through the Tennessee 
Valley, leveling homes and busi-
nesses and killing more than 200 
people around the state. 

Soldiers and Army employees 
were not immune to this tragedy 
as members of the service suf-
fered losses — one of them was 
Sue Tillery, congressional liaison 
for AMC.

She survived the storm un-
harmed with her sister, Mary, 
and her three dogs: Cody, Cricket 
and Skeeter, and agreed to be 
interviewed to warn her fellow 
Army Family members about the 
importance of remaining weather 
aware.

After a year, a fresh start had 
risen from the rubble of her Ath-
ens home.

After the storm, the Tillery 
Family debated staying in Ala-
bama altogether, with questions 
like, “Is this something we could 
possibly go through again?” and, 
“Would we want to go through it 
again?” reflected Tillery.

“I felt very insecure when (the 
storm) happened. That was the 
closest I’ve come to death in my 
life. I’ve never been in a car ac-
cident, nothing, and to know that 
it was that close, it was just very 
difficult,” she said. “I felt like 
we lost everything we accrued 
over 30 years of life and there 
are some things that still bother 

me that we lost, but they are just 
things.”

In the end, rebuilding their 
home and life in Huntsville, won 
out. 

“We came here with the intent 
to retire and make this our home,” 
said Tillery. “So we started look-
ing for homes. We found a house 
that we fell in love with. It’s in 
a totally different area. Actually, 
we like it a lot better than the one 
that we lost. I think it all worked 

out real well.”
There are a few lessons Tillery 

wanted to share. For example: 
consider adding replacement costs 
to your homeowners insurance.

Adding replacement costs to 
your current homeowner’s insur-
ance allows you to replace items 
lost due to an unfortunate event 
at current market value.

The devil is the details, Tillery 
said, and commented how making 
small changes to your emergency 

plan can make all the difference 
during a weather emergency. 

“I recommend that if you don’t 
have a car charger, get one, that 
may be your only form of com-
munication especially if you are 
trapped somewhere,” said Til-
lery. “I purchased a solar pow-
ered weather radio. It’s a radio 
with a weather band and it has a 
USB plug that can plug into my 
blackberry or phone.”

Lastly, ensure you have a “go-

to” bag for the official documents 
that are difficult to replace, such 
as passports, birth certificates, 
etc.

A few times since, Huntsville 
got small tastes of tornado activ-
ity, but nothing like the life-alter-
ing storm.

“I was better equipped, but it 
was still scary. I can’t say we are 
really back to normal yet,” she 
said. “I thank God it worked out 
in my favor in some ways.”

Tillery may have lost posses-
sions, but she didn’t lose any 
Family.

“Watching some of these Fam-
ily members that lost a brother, 
sister, mother and children, they 
are raising their niece because 
there is nobody left in the Family. 
That is very, very hard to watch,” 
she continued. “You’ve got to 
protect yourself.” 

Members of the Fort Rucker 
community are reminded to sign 
up for the post’s emergency no-
tification system, CodeRED, 
that notifies them when severe 
weather and other hazards are 
present in the area. Signing up is 
simple and can be done by visit-
ing http://www.rucker.army.mil/
codered/.

Also register with the Army 
Disaster Personnel Account-
ability and Assessment System, 
which standardizes a method for 
the Army to account, manage, 
and monitor the recovery process 
for personnel and their Families 
affected in a catastrophic event. 
Update your information at 
https://adpaas.army.mil.
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Perspective

Staff Sgt. Ben Heffron, 
WOCC

“It gets every one out and 
involved in their community, 
and you are able to build 
stronger bonds with people. It 
also allows us to save money.”

“Volunteering helps build 
community trust, which is the 
bedrock of the Army. So it is im-
portant to help the community 
out when they need it because 
they supply future Soldiers and 
give us so much.”

“Everyone is always 
transitioning here.   
Volunteering is an avenue for 
spouses to get job experience, 
and it is a way that they can 
get out, meet new people and 
help out their community 
while keeping busy and being 
productive.” 

“It is always important to 
volunteer. If you have free time 
that you can give back to the 
community that needs help, you 
should. Everyone benefits when 
we help each other.”

Michele Pfannenstiel,  
Army spouse 

Staff Sgt. Raleigh 
Hawkins, NCOA

2nd Lt. Nevada Shelton, 
D Co., 1st Bn., 

145th Avn. Regt

National Volunteer Week, April 6-12, 
is about inspiring, recognizing and 

encouraging people to seek out  ways to 
engage in their communities. Why do you 

think it is important to volunteer?

“
”

“It’s a great way to give back 
and support the community 
that has done so much for the 
military.”  

Sgt. Dustin Kavanaugh, 
NCOA
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ACE 
suicide 

intervention

Ask your buddy
Have the courage to ask the question, but stay • 
calm.
Ask the question directly. For example, “Are you • 
thinking of killing yourself?”

Care for your buddy
Remove any means that could be used for self-• 

injury.
Calmly control the situation, do not use force.• 
Actively listen to produce relief.• 

Escort your buddy
Never leave your buddy alone.• 
Escort to the chain of command, a chaplain, a behavioral • 
health professional or a primary care provider.

By Cherish Washington
Army Materiel Command 
Public Affairs

Storm survivor offers preparation tips
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A catastrophic storm ripped through northern Alabama in 2011, killing more than 200 people around the state. Pictured above 
is the damage to Sue Tillery’s home. She and her Family all survived unharmed.
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More than four years ago, 
Fort Rucker teamed up with Co-
deRED to make sure people on 
the installation can stay informed 
with instant emergency notifica-
tions.

The service uses phone, email 
and text messages to send Fort 
Rucker workers and residents, as 
well as those who live and work 
in the local communities, alerts 
about emergencies or threats in 
the local communities, according 
to Willie Worsham, Fort Rucker 
emergency response manager.

“CodeRED is a reverse 911 
system that informs people of 
bad weather and is an emergency 
message system,” he said.

“If we had a fuel spill on the 
installation or an active shooter, 
we can send out a message warn-
ing those who have signed up 
for the service,” he added. “The 
messages can say to avoid a cer-
tain area or road on post, or that 
people should stay indoors due to 
bad weather.”

CodeRED gives officials an 
additional venue to provide in-
formation to the community 
in an effort to keep it safe. The 
system gives officials the ability 
to inform the community in the 

event there is an emergency on 
post, where it is and what actions 
to take. It gives people up-to-the-
minute warnings and advisories. 

People must register on the 
Internet in order to receive the 
notification, and the process is 
described as quick and easy. The 
link can be found at http://www.
rucker.army.mil/codered/, and all 
that is needed is for people to in-
ter the required information and 
complete the registration. Once 
complete, they will immediately 
start receiving notifications as 
they happen, said Manny Alvara-
do, DPTMS chief plans officer.

The system requires regis-
trants to enter their name, phone 
number, physical address and 

email address where they want 
the alerts sent. The service will 
provide tailored weather watch-
es and warnings based on their 
geographical location, said Wor-
sham.

“[All the information people 
provide is] all very secure. The 
servers are very safe and infor-
mation will not be given out or 
abused. It is also very reliable,” 
he said, adding that the program 
is just another way that officials 
can reach out and touch people to 
keep them safe.

“People can put in a home or 
work phone or email, or both if 
they want,” he continued.

The system taps into the Na-
tional Weather Service for warn-

ings, and by using the address 
provided, it can tailor what mes-
sages people receive, based on 
their selection upon registration, 
according to company officials. 
This allows community members 
living in Dothan to hear about 
Dothan-specific warnings, while 
someone living on Fort Rucker 
would receive Rucker-specific 
watches and warnings.

A new app is also available for 
people in the area to download to 
stay informed. 

“The app takes into consider-
ation where you are [by using the 
global positioning satellite] lo-
cated [in] your cell phone. It will 
alert you when there is a tornado 
watch or thunderstorm warning 
in the area that you are in,” said 
the operations specialist.

To get the app, fill out the Co-
deRED application and choose 
the app once the application is 
complete, or search “code red 
mobile alert” in your mobile de-
vice app store.

Alerts issued on security 
threats or weather alerts specific 
to the installation will come di-
rectly from the Fort Rucker IOC.

“We’ll send out the local non-
weather emergency notifications 
to the Fort Rucker community to 
ensure the information is getting 
to the community as quickly as 

possible,” Alvarado said. “This 
approach will ensure our people 
are in the know quickly and ac-
curately, and give them a chance 
to prepare for whatever may hap-
pen.”

Another practical use for the 
program is to notify parents on 
school problems or changes.

“If a Fort Rucker school is let-
ting out early due to weather we 
can put that out so people can 
leave work with as much time 
available. We want people to be 
informed about as much as pos-
sible to keep them as safe as pos-
sible,” said Worsham.

The safety and wellbeing of 
the entire Fort Rucker communi-
ty is a top concern of leadership, 
and officials hope people will 
take advantage of the alert sys-
tem, though if people do not like 
it they can easily remove their 
registration from the service pro-
vider, according to Alvarado.

The service is free to sign up 
for, but depending on an indi-
vidual’s phone plan, fees may 
apply. 

To sign up for CodeRED, go to 
the Fort Rucker website at www.
rucker.army.mil/codered and fol-
low the link to the company’s 
website. 

For more on the program, visit 
the website, or call 255-9777.

CodereD keeps installation prepared
By Nathan Pfau
Army Flier Staff Writer

Day in the life:
For many years the Army has 

sought new and innovative ways to 
reduce its environmental boot print 
by turning to green and sustainable 
resources, and one individual is 
key to making that mission a suc-
cess, locally. 

Suzanne Rohrs, Fort Rucker’s 
National Environmental Policy 
Act program manager and envi-
ronmental coordinator, says that 
she finds her job not only reward-
ing, but a passion.

“When I was a kid, I lived near 
the Great Lakes, and since then I 
have loved the outdoors. Going 
camping and hiking as a child re-
ally instilled my passion for pro-
tecting the environment, and we 
owe it to our future generations to 
take care of the environment and 
to make it a better place for them 
to live and grow,” she said. “We 
have to protect what we have left. 
I don’t want anyone to be afraid to 
go outside because they are afraid 
of what might be in the air or the 
water.” 

NEPA requires federal agencies 
to integrate environmental values 
into their decision-making pro-
cesses by considering the environ-
mental impacts of their proposed 
actions and reasonable alternatives 
to those actions, said Rohrs. 

To meet NEPA requirements, 
federal agencies prepare a detailed 
statement known as an environ-
mental impact statement. NEPA 
reviews and comments on all EISs 
prepared, maintains a national fil-

ing system for all EISs and assures 
that its own actions comply with 
regulations, she added.

“So, any time you have an Army 
action, whether it is a construction 
or renovation project, any type of 
new training, stationing actions, 
plans or contracts, you have to have 
the NEPA document that gives ap-
proval,” she said. 

Environmental impacts like 
hazardous waste, tree removal or 
asbestos have to be evaluated to 
make sure all the permits are in or-
der and that they do not violate any 
laws or regulations, ensuring that it 
does not have a significant impact. 

“It’s my job to look at how a little 
piece of a pie, for example the new 
commissary being built, can affect 
the big picture, the overall environ-
ment of Fort Rucker and the sur-
rounding areas,” said Rohrs. 

Rohrs sends out subject matter 
experts to run tests on water, paint, 
insulation, air emissions, soil and 
other factors. The information gets 
funneled through her to make sure 
everything meets the standards and 
all laws are being adhered to.

“I attend a lot of meetings around 
the installation and I do quite a bit 
of office work,” she said. “But I 
also go out on scoping visits for 

new projects when they are in their 
infancy. I work really close with 
the Army Corps of Engineers, and 
I do a lot of training all year long, 
as well as heading training to edu-
cate others all year long.” 

Sometimes, Fort Rucker allows 
National Guard engineer units to 
train on the installation. They ex-
ecute earth work and mine detec-
tion. Each time, Rohrs has to give 
the approval for their training to 
make sure they don’t disturb the 
wrong things.

“I deal with everything from 
changing light fixtures and pre-
venting erosion to avoid digging 

up old landfills and oil pits. Some 
of the documents I put together 
are one page, while others are 150 
pages,” she said. 

Rohrs said her position keeps 
Fort Rucker out of trouble with the 
law, because if Fort Rucker is not 
following environmental rules and 
regulations the installation will get 
fined by outside agencies. 

“This position is also impor-
tant because we have stage fields 
and airfields that are very close to 
communities outside the gate, and 
everything we do is going to affect 
those communities,” she said. “Our 
storm water does not stop at the in-
stallation boundary. Contaminants 
can run into the creeks and flow 
out of our control. So, we have to 
be good stewards.” 

Rohrs said that the most chal-
lenging thing about her position is 
finding the time to get everything 
done, and getting others as pas-
sionate about protecting the envi-
ronment as she is.

“There are so many people that 
do not understand why there are 
so many stipulations put on equip-
ment and the like. Some people 
just don’t understand that it can 
have a butterfly effect all over the 
installation,” she said. 

But when people finally get why 
it’s important, when that light bulb 
goes off, she said it is truly reward-
ing.

“I want everyone to be able to 
enjoy the outdoors. That is what 
is important to me — to save the 
resources we have left so we can 
always enjoy being outside with 
our Families,” she said.
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Suzanne Rohrs, Fort Rucker’s National Environmental Policy Act program manager and environmental coordinator, leads a meeting 
at Bldg. 101 Monday involving different directorates on the installation and how they consider environmental impacts. 

By Sara E. Martin
Army Flier Staff Writer
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News Briefs
Primary school 2014-15 registration 

Fort Rucker Primary School is accepting kindergarten and first 
grade registration packets for the 2014-15 school year.  Parents should 
complete their packets and return them to the school by Friday.  Reg-
istration of pre-kindergarten students will begin May 1.  

Items needed for registration include: students must have at-
tained their fourth (pre-kindergarten), fifth (kindergarten) or sixth 
(first grade) birthday by Sept. 1; a completed Department of Defense 
Education Activity Registration Form 600; a certified birth certificate 
from the Department of Vital Statistics; a copy of current orders – 
sponsor’s active-duty status; a copy of housing lease agreement from 
Corvias Military Living; a current Alabama Certificate of Immuniza-
tion (blue card); and contact information on two emergency contacts 
in the local area.

Completing registration packets promptly ensures the school is 
able to maintain the best possible teacher-to-student ratio for contin-
ued best practices. 

For more information, call 255-2822.

PT hours change
Fort Rucker’s physical training time recently changed to 6-7:15 

a.m. This means that Ruf Avenue is closed to traffic weekdays at 5:30 
a.m. and re-opens at 7:15 a.m. Reveille now plays at 6 a.m. There 
are no changes to civilian workforce duty hours, however, if an em-
ployee’s schedule is expected to change, they will be notified by their 
supervisor. 

Retirement ceremony
Fort Rucker hosts its quarterly retirement ceremony April 25 at 2 

p.m. at the U.S. Army Aviation Museum. All are invited to attend and 
honor Fort Rucker’s latest retirees.

ANZAC service
The Australian Liaison Office will host its annual Australian-New 

Zealand Army Command Dawn Service April 25 at 5 a.m. in Vet-
erans Park in front of the U.S. Army Aviation Museum. ANZAC 
Day is celebrated in Australia and New Zealand as a national day of 
remembrance to honor the members of the ANZAC who fought at 
Gallipoli in Turkey during World War I. People who would like to 
lay a wreath at the ceremony should call 255-9559 or 255-3766 by 
April 18.

Earth Day Expo
Fort Rucker hosts its Earth Day Expo April 22 from 10 a.m. to 3 

p.m. at the festival fields. The expo will feature events and vendors 
presenting environment-friendly products and services, energy-effi-
cient vehicles and more.

For more information, call 255-1657.

Jail-a-Thon
As part of Fort Rucker’s Army Emergency Relief fundraising 

campaign, the 6th Military Police Detachment hosts its annual 
AER Jail-a-Thon May 1 in the post exchange parking lot. People 
can issue warrants for people’s arrests based on prices associated 

with ranks – prices range from $10 for E-1 to E-4 and GS 1 to GS 
4, all the way to the commanding general and deputy commander 
at $50. Warrant collection will run Monday - April 30. The people 
who have warrants issued for them will be confined in a makeshift 
jail outside of the PX May 1.

For more information, including a complete warrant price break-
down, call 255-2120, or send an email to Christopher.d.gipson2.
mil@mail.mil.

AER golf tourney
The Army Aviation Center Federal Credit Union will host the 24th 

annual Golf Tournament for Army Emergency Relief April 25 at 
Silver Wings Golf Course. Registration for the four-person scramble 
tournament begins at 10 a.m. and a shotgun start is at noon. It costs 
$65 per person to enter, while SWGC members can enter for $55. 
The price includes a hamburger lunch, cart and green fees, and a reg-
istration gift. Various prizes will also be awarded. All proceeds will 
benefit AER.

For more information, call 1 (800) 448-4096 or 598-4411, Exts. 
1306, 1302 or 1702.

Prescription drug take back
People can dispose of their unused prescription medication at two 

locations in the local area April 26 as part of National Prescription 
Drug Take-Back Day. The locations include the Fort Rucker Main 
Exchange Mall and the Daleville Grocery Outlet parking lot.

For more information, visit www.dea.giv.

Environmentalist helps 
Army sustain mission



WASHINGTON – The Army 
has done “a great deal since the 
tragedies at Fort Hood in 2009” 
to track the “insider threat, but 
something happened, something 
went wrong, and we need to know 
what that was,” Secretary of the 
Army John M. McHugh told law-
makers April 3.

McHugh was responding to 
questions from the Senate Armed 
Services Committee regarding the 
shootings at Fort Hood, Texas, 
April 2, which left four dead, in-
cluding the alleged gunman, Spc. 
Ivan Antonio Lopez, who com-
mitted suicide, and 16 others in-
jured, three critically.

Fort Hood was the scene of an-
other mass shooting in November 
2009 when then-Army Maj. Nidal 
Hasan killed 13 and injured oth-
ers.

By tracking possible insider 
threats, the secretary was refer-
ring to proactive measures like 
behavioral health screenings that 
are done at least annually and 
more often when Soldiers deploy. 
Those screenings could point to 
tendencies to violence, he said.

McHugh explained to lawmak-
ers that there are several types 
of behavioral health assessment 
“touch points.” Assessments are 
conducted for Soldiers 180 days 
prior to deployment, within 90 
days, when they get to theater, 30 
days after redeployment, 90 days 
after redeployment, and then for 
every Soldier irrespective of their 

deployment status, they get an an-
nual screening.

Army Chief of Staff Gen. Ray 
Odierno, who also testified at the 
hearing, added that the number of 
behavior health counselors and 
screening has increased signifi-
cantly over the last five years – 
about 150 percent. 

“So we’ve made some really 
good progress here,” Odierno 
said.

“If we failed in some way 
against our current policies, we 
need to be honest with ourselves, 
and with you, and hold ourselves 
accountable,” McHugh said. “But 
if we identify new challenges, 
new threats we hadn’t recognized 
before, we have to put into place 
programs to respond to them.”

Odierno agreed that finding in-
sider threats is challenging and he 
pointed out what he called “the 
biggest problem we have.”

That problem, he said, is balanc-
ing the need to share information 
with commanders and the chain 
of command, with protecting an 
individual’s right to privacy. “It’s 
a real dilemma.”

Without knowing about insider 
threats, commanders and others in 
the chain of command don’t know 
when a problem exists.

“So, the secretary and I are re-
ally doing the best we can to come 
up with processes that allow us to 
share information,” he said, “be-
cause in a lot of cases, that’s the 
problem. There is some limitation 
to what we can do. And we’re try-

ing to do the best we can.”
The Catch-22 here is that Sol-

diers may not come forward with 
mental health problems if their pri-
vacy concerns are not addressed. 
This raises the issue of “stigma.”

“The challenges we face … 
is that we are doing everything 
we can to de-stigmatize seeking 
help,” McHugh said.

The chief held out a solution, 
suggesting that the Army, along 
with members of Congress, can 
work together on creating ways 
for better information sharing to 
have “the ability to really under-
stand when Soldiers are having 
problems,” while addressing the 
need for confidentiality.

Odierno pointed out that the al-
leged shooter was screened and 

was receiving counseling, “so in 
a lot of ways the system worked. 
But obviously it didn’t work com-
pletely because in the end, he 
made some decisions that obvi-
ously cost other people’s lives.”

“We’ve really increased our be-
havioral health encounters in the 
Army and we view that as posi-
tive,” McHugh added. “Folks are 
reaching out more. They’re ask-
ing for help more voluntarily. But 
then, sometimes things happen, 
like happened yesterday, that we 
fail to understand.

“So, we’re trying to keep as 
close a watch on our Soldiers 
as we can,” he continued, “but 
clearly, we believe there are more 
things we can do to identify prob-
lems in the earliest stages of their 
development.”

Odierno added that the Army 
has recently put behavioral spe-
cialists into brigades, something 
not done before. 

However, some Soldiers would 
rather get behavioral health off-
post, he said, meaning they would 
rather avoid the possibility of 
being identified by their unit as 
someone with a mental health is-
sue.

Funding off-post behavioral 
health could be something the 
Army will look into, he added.

Behavioral health issues are 
“something we’re going to have 
to deal with for a very long time, 
and that’s a consequence of 13 
years of war. And so, we’re going 
to have to make sure that we have 
the systems in place to do this,” 
Odierno concluded.
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Secretary of the Army John M. McHugh discusses the “insider threat” with members of the Senate Armed Services Com-
mittee in the wake of the April 2 shootings at Fort Hood, Texas.

Photo by SPc. John g. MartinEz

By David Vergun
Army News Service

SecArmy: 
Tracking ‘insider threats’ challenging

WASHINGTON – Spc. Natasha Schuette 
wants victims of sexual abuse in the mili-
tary to know they are not alone and help is 
available.

She speaks from personal experience, 
sharing the ordeal she went through after 
being sexually assaulted by her drill ser-
geant at Fort Jackson, S.C., in 2012.

“I just want to ... continue to encourage 
victims to come forward to change this cul-
ture that we have,” she said. “I know I am 
one of the very few who has an actual con-
viction on their perpetrator.” 

Schuette was honored at the Pentagon 
March 31 by the Department of Defense 
with a Lifetime Achievement Women 
of Character, Courage and Commitment 
award, and a Women’s History Month cer-
tificate of appreciation.

The Army is making an effort to combat 
the culture of tolerance of sexual abuse, but 
it is a slow process, she said. 

It’s so important for victims to know 
that there are avenues for them, she said, 
whether they want to pursue a conviction 
or not.

“You need to come forward or at least 
talk to somebody – that way you can have 
it off of your chest, because it’s going to eat 
you alive,” Schuette said in an interview 
after the Pentagon ceremony.

Her chain of command didn’t believe her 
when she reported the crime, she said. Oth-
er drill sergeants retaliated against her and 
she faced a discharge for having a “lack of 
integrity,” she said.

In talking with others in her company, 
she learned that other female trainees had 
been assaulted by the same male drill ser-
geant. Those women came forward. The 
drill sergeant was convicted on multiple 
counts and is serving a four-year jail sen-
tence for sexual assault. 

“I had to write three congressional inqui-
ries. I really fought for this conviction and 
having the other girls stand beside me was 
what actually got him convicted,” she said. 

Being new to the military when the at-
tack happened, Schuette was unsure who 
to report the crime to, she said. The rank 
structure was unfamiliar – the basic train-
ing environment was intimidating. 

However, there was no question that she 
would report the assault and fight for what 
was right, she said, adding that she found 
the strength to pursue the case from the 
other victims who came forward and stood 
beside her, and also from her Family. 

Her dad provided counsel and helped 
her when “nobody would listen to me,” she 
said.

“He said, ‘You have two choices: you 
can stay in and fight it, or you can get out 
and not really have as much of a voice,’” 
Schuette said.

At the Pentagon ceremony, Schuette was 
recognized for demonstrating one of the 
finest Army values, personal courage, by 
coming forward to share her experience.

Her actions are credited with opening the 
door to the problems that exist in handling 
reported cases of sexual assault, and con-
tributed to an increased effort by the Army 
to improve its Sexual Harassment/Assault 
Response and Prevention program.

The ceremony narrator noted that her 
“courageous actions have had a profound 
impact on reporting sexual assault and sex-
ual harassment by both male and female 
Soldiers.”

Schuette shared her story for a training 
video that was shown at a SHARP summit 
last year, hosted by Chief of Staff of the 
Army Gen. Ray Odierno. Army leadership 
has made preventing sexual assault and ef-
fectively responding to reported cases a top 
priority. 

Schuette, who is stationed at Fort Bragg, 
N.C., said she is planning on leaving the 
military. The uniform, she said, is “kind of 

a reminder for me of everything that’s hap-
pened.”

But, she said, she plans to continue to 
help victims of sexual assault in the mili-
tary through speaking engagements with 
the SHARP program. She is pursuing her 
nursing degree, and would like to work on 
an installation hospital and provide care to 
sexual assault victims.

“I want to encourage more people, not 
just females, but males and females, to 
come forward and get these bad people in 
jail,” she said, adding that Army values are 
not represented in those who commit sex-
ual assault. 

Sexual assault prevention advocate speaks out
By Lisa Ferdinando
Army News Service

MEDICAL & SURGICAL EYE CARE
OF ENTERPRISE

Staff Privileges at:
• Medical Center Enterprise

• Flowers Hospital
• Southeast Alabama Medical Center
• South Alabama Outpatient Services

Specializing In:
• Cataract Surgery

(No Stitch, Topical Anesthesia)
• Eyelid Surgery
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• Pediatric Eye Disorders
• Neurological Eye Disorders
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Specializing In:
• Cataract Surgery

(No Stitch, Topical Anesthesia)
• Eyelid Surgery

• Diabetic Retinopathy Treatment
• Glaucoma Treatment (Medical & Laser)

• Pediatric Eye Disorders
• Neurological Eye Disorders

Full Service Optical Shop

Enterprise

We accept Medicare, BCBS, All Tricare
& other major insurances

Gene Pahmeier M.D.
Ophthalmologist, F.A.A.O. Full Service Optical Shop

Specializing In:
• Cataract Surgery

(No Stitch, Topical Anesthesia)
• Eyelid Surgery

• Diabetic Retinopathy Treatment
• Glaucoma Treatment

(Medical & Laser)
• Pediatric Eye Disorders

• Neurological Eye Disorders

100 Professional Dr., Suite A • Enterprise
(Next to Martin Colley Drugs on the Bypass)

334-347-4018

We accept Medicare, BCBS, All Tricare
& other major insurances

USKA
AFTER SCHOOL KARATE
621 Boll Weevil Circle Enterprise, AL 36330

www.scorpionkarate1.com • 334-475-4308

SERVING THE WIREGRASS FOR 10 YEARS
• Homework & Reading Assistance

• Bully Prevention Training
• Art & Craft

• Korean / Japanese Terminology

MONDAY - FRIDAY
AGES 5-12YRS

FREE PICK UP
Registering Now for new Members

Karate and Kickboxing Classes also available for adults

F P

Spc. Natasha Schuette, a sexual assault prevention specialist, speaks about her experiences as a victim 
of sexual assault and encourages all victims – male and female – to talk to someone about their assault. 
She spoke at a Women’s History Month event at the Pentagon March 31.
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surrounding communities to spread awareness of 
environmental issues.

“Sustainability is very important. We have an 
ever-increasing population on Earth, and we only 
have a finite amount of resources. Some day, the 
amount of resources and the demand for those 
resources is going to be at a deadly level,” said 
Hager.

Hager said that people need to manage those re-
sources wisely, so they are not depleted for future 
generations.

“Green and sustainable materials are key to 

pushing that day of demand as far back as pos-
sible,” he continued. 

Using green materials is also much safer at home 
with pets, children and people with health issues, 
said the environmental protection specialist.

“For the most part, green and sustainable home 
cleaners are much better for the infrastructure of 
the home itself. Green materials are not as abra-
sive or destructive to carpet and tile as some of 
harsher chemicals,” he said.

There are 300 million people who have homes 
in this country alone, but if everyone does their 
part, said Hager, local environments can be a safer 
and cleaner place to call home.

the south begins to warm and 
move up. As these two systems 
collide, violent weather patterns 
can erupt due to the drastic dif-
ferences in temperatures, said 
Worsham.

The second season hits when 
cold fronts begin moving back 
down and colliding with the 
warm air of summer.

“The subtropical ridge doesn’t 
allow the cold front to move 
through, so it will cause a lot of 
instability in the atmosphere,” 
which can lead to severe thun-
derstorms and even tornadoes, he 
said.

People can expect strong 
storms with high winds, large 
downpours, lightning, possible 
tornadoes and even flooding in 

low-lying areas, said the emer-
gency response manager.

Tornados are one of the main 
things people need to be prepared 
for since they are so unpredict-
able and can strike without warn-
ing, said Worsham.

“The dynamics in the atmo-
sphere during these periods are 
very conducive for the formation 
of tornados,” he said. “If people 
hear tornado sirens, they should 
immediately move to an interior 
area of their house, such as a hall-
way or closet, and try and shield 
themselves with mattresses or 
anything they can.”

Because of the unpredictable 
nature of weather, Worsham said 
that people should always have a 
plan ready for such an occasion 
and stay informed. Listen for si-
rens and make sure everyone in 

their household knows what to do 
in the event of a severe weather 
emergency, he added.

Worsham offered tips for peo-
ple to follow to prepare for such 
emergencies.

Make a Family communica-• 
tions plan.
Identify levees and dams in the • 
area, and determine whether 
they pose a hazard.
Be sure trees and shrubs around • 
the home are well trimmed so 
they are more wind resistant.
Clear loose and clogged rain • 
gutters and downspouts.
Bring in or secure all outdoor • 
furniture, decorations, garbage 
cans and other items that are 
not tied down so they do not 
become a hazard.
Set the refrigerator thermostat • 
to its coldest setting and keep 

its doors closed in case of 
power outages. Freeze water in 
containers and place in freezer 
to help keep food frozen.
Turn off propane tanks.• 
Close all interior doors, and se-• 
cure and brace external doors.
Watch pets closely and keep • 
them under your direct con-
trol. Be sure to have enough 
food and water for pets. 
Fill the bathtub and other • 
containers with water in case 
the tap water is contaminated 
for sanitary purposes such as 
cooking, cleaning and flushing 
toilets. 
These tips can be used for just 

about any weather emergency, in-
cluding hurricane season, which 
typically runs from June through 
November, said the emergency 
response manager.

Regardless of the type of 
weather emergency, Worsham 
said people need to be ready for 
anything because anything can 
happen.

“A lot of things people tend to 
forget is that during these storms, 
power can go out at any time and 
stay out for days,” he said. “This is 
something people need to be ready 
for, especially in more rural areas.” 

Normally people should pre-
pare for a 72-hour time period, 
but in the more rural areas, it 
might take longer for help to 
get out to those areas, so people 
might want to prepare for a bit 
longer, he said.

For more information on emer-
gency weather preparation, visit

w w w . a c s i m . a r m y . m i l /
r e a d y a r m y / r a _ r e a d i n e s s .
htm#natural.

there are simple ways to stay safe. 
“Try not to be focused on talking on the 

phone or texting. Don’t have your arms 
full of bags where you can’t protect your-
self. And, have your keys out and ready to 
get in your car quickly once you leave a 
store,” Johnson said.

Men and women both need to be aware 
of their environment more. Men can be 

a victim of a mugging or assault as well 
when they are out in public, she contin-
ued. 

“Technology really distracts us and of-
tentimes our hectic schedules really don’t 
permit us to put down the phone or device 
to focus on a simple task like walking 
through a parking lot, but it really dimin-
ishes our safety when we do things like 
that,” said the sexual assault response co-
ordinator. “We need to always be alert in 

our communities, no matter how safe we 
might feel. You can never be too careful.” 

Though people may feel protected in a 
small community, especially when inside 
the gates, Johnson said that people cannot 
take the fact that they are in a small, south-
ern community for granted.

“We like to think that people that we 
know and trust, and that others know and 
trust who live here, are respectful and 
kind. But no matter what, we need to be 

alert and have a heightened sense of our 
surroundings when we are alone, no mat-
ter what we do or where we are at,” she 
said. 

Though personal security always needs 
to be a top priority, she said that the class 
is not going to be all serious and somber. 

“It will be fun for everyone involved,” 
she said

For more information and to register, 
call 255-2382 or 255-0960. 
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Weather: Simple tips aid in prepardness
Continued from Page A1

Defense: Officials urge public to be alert
Continued from Page A1

Green: Conservation key to ensuring sustainability
Continued from Page A1
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3.49% APR*
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3.99% APR*
15 year mortgage

If you live, work, worship or attend school in most Wiregrass areas, you can join!

REFINANCE
WITH US!

No closing costs!
No appraisal fees!

No long approval times!

Recycle every day. The less a person • 
puts in the trash can and the more a per-
son puts in a recycling bin, the better. 
Don’t overload dishwashers.• 
Fill washing machine up.• 
Turn off lights when leaving a room.• 
Open curtains to use as much natural • 
light as possible. 
Set thermostat a couple of degrees low-• 

er in the winter and a couple of degrees 
higher in the summer.
Use pump hairspray instead of aerosol • 
hairspray.
Don’t run the water while brushing • 
teeth.
Unplug cell phone and laptop chargers • 
and power strips when they are not ac-
tively in use.

List of ways to decrease a 
person’s daily footprint
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DIRECTIONS: From 167N turn left on Salem Road.
Turn right on Rocky Head Road/Hwy 51. House is second
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2900 ROCKY HEAD: $129,000: What a great place to call home!
Remodeled 3BR/1.5BA home with a 20x40 inground salt water pool.
Backyard is quite an oasis in warm weather. The lot is deep & an area
is available beyond the pool/patio for a garden, pet run, playground or
whatever you might choose. New roof in 2007, new pool liner & salt
system in 2009. Huge laundry room right off the cozy den/family room
with beautiful fireplace. Tile countertops in large, open kitchen with pantry.
JAN SAWYER 406-2393

SUNDAY, APRIL 13
1:00PM - 3:00PM

DIRECTIONS:
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Dale Co. line.

3483 AUGUSTA ~ $185,000: Pool, 3BR/2BA, on
cul-de-sac. Large laundry room, remodeled baths,
formal dining & back features den or bonus room
& screened & glass porch. Large hot tub negotiable.
20x40 pool with new liner & enclosed also a lanai.
Backyard with brick BBQ & detached 2-car garage.
EVELYN 406-3436 AND JONATHAN 447-3100
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107 SIOUX: 3BR/2BA with sitting area or nursery off master suite. Doors from master
bedroom & grandroom to the covered back porch. Enjoy eating at the bar or in the
dining area. 2 large pantries in kitchen & laundry area. Laundry sink in garage for
gardener or artist. Extra driveway pad for 3RD car. EVELYN HITCH 406-3436

$174,657

164 SOUTH SPRINGVIEW: Nice townhouse, convenient to Ft Rucker. 6 years old,
with community pool & clubhouse. FRAN AND DON KALTENBAUGH 790-5973

$89,000

213 WEST PONDELLA: Charming first home – delightful 3BR home with shady
fenced yard. You will find many features to love throughout this open & airy home –
large living area with fireplace & spacious updated kitchen with pantry & open space
for family to gather & dine, updated full baths both with double sinks & a ½ bath.
You will enjoy living only minutes from the work, schools & shopping – affordable &
convenient living. JUDY DUNN 301-5656

$139,000

1213 SKIPPERVILLE ~ $194,900: Country living convenient to town in this updated
ranch with pool & 2-car detached garage/shop. 4BR/2BA, beautiful updated kitchen
including custom cabinets, separate dining room, sun room & tile throughout.
Relaxing sparkling salt water pool off large patio. 30x30 shop with ½ bath is large
enough for 2 cars plus work area, tall doors for boat or motor home. All of this on a
private acre of land. MARY JONES 790-2933

4 BEDROOM/WORKSHOP

628 JOE BRUER: Like new– great home on a large lot, city living in a country setting.
Nice newer community with plenty of room for play in this spacious backyard.
Convenient to shopping & Ft Rucker BOB KUYKENDALL 369-8534

$176,000
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FORT STEWART, Ga. — Gray Eagle 
Soldiers from E Company, 3rd Combat 
Aviation Brigade, participated in an air as-
sault mission that culminated a validation 
exercise March 27 at Fort Stewart designed 
to measure their readiness to deploy. 

With experienced leadership from the 
21st Air Cavalry Brigade out of Fort Hood, 
Texas, the newly established company was 
evaluated to determine if they are ready to 
deploy by completing several tasks specific 
to the unmanned aircraft system mission.

Leading the assessment team was Maj. 
Glenn Anderson, 21st Air Cavalry Brigade 
from Fort Hood. Anderson was the com-
mander of the very first MQ-1C Gray Eagle 
unit that stood up, F Company, 227th CAB, 
1st Cavalry Division at Fort Hood.

Anderson, along with 15 Soldiers from 
21st ACB and six civilian contractors, 
brought their experience of three years in 
dealing with the MQ-1C Gray Eagle UAS.

“When we’re through, they will be certi-
fied ready for deployment,” said Anderson. 
“It’s very similar to the National Training 
Center or the Joint Readiness Training Cen-
ter, as far as the training and certification 
process goes.”

To validate, the Soldiers provided aerial 
convoy security with the MQ-1C Gray 
Eagle for a convoy of vehicles. During the 
exercise, a Soldier was taken hostage and 
the MQ-1C Gray Eagle had to keep posi-
tive identification on an opposing forces 
vehicle. The unit also employed a quick re-
action force to recover the hostage. 

Under the supervision of Capt. John 
Sproul, 21st ACB, the QRF boarded two 
UH-60 Black Hawks with several junior 
enlisted Soldiers. Some of the Soldiers had 
deployed before and their experience put 
them into leadership roles. However, for 
many of them this was their first experience 
on a helicopter and for some this was their 
first exercise that accurately depicted a de-
ployed QRF mission. 

“With this being a cutting-edge system, a 
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Lt. Col. Albert J. Paquin watches as CH-47 Chinook helicopters deliver troops and M119A3 Howitzers during a two-gun raid as part of field training on Fort Bragg, 
N.C., March 19. Paquin is commander of the 82nd Airborne Division’s 2nd Battalion, 319th Airborne Field Artillery Regiment, 2nd Brigade Combat Team. 

Photo By SPc. eliverto v. larioS 

LIVE FIRE
GRAFENWOEHR TRAIN-

ING AREA, Germany — Sol-
diers and aircraft from U.S. 
Army Europe’s 12th Combat 
Aviation Brigade partnered 
with their infantry colleagues 
from the 173rd Infantry Bri-
gade Combat Team (Airborne) 
and U.S. Air Force fighters 
for a combined arms live-fire 
exercise at the training area 
March 28 to help prepare the 
CAB for deployment. 

The training brought orga-
nized mayhem to Range 301, 
as the sky overhead filled with 
AH-64 Apaches, UH-60 Black 
Hawks, Air Force F-16s and 
the sounds of several different 
weapons systems. 

The CALFEX was part of a 
larger mission-rehearsal exer-
cise designed to help prepare 
the Griffin brigade for its up-
coming deployment in sup-
port of Operation Enduring 
Freedom by simulating the 
environment and events the 

Aviators are likely to encoun-
ter while deployed, as well 
as help the other units that 
participated to develop their 
combat skills.

“This was great training, 
with great opportunities and 
a multitude of very complex 
operations that were well 
managed and executed,” said 
Lt. Col. Kelsey A. Smith, 
commander of the 2nd Battal-
ion, 159th Attack Reconnais-
sance Battalion, 12th CAB. 
“We threw a few mix ups in-
between, just to cause friction 
enough to make it valuable 
training.”

Several USAREUR orga-
nizations and the U.S. Air 
Forces in Europe added in-
gredients to the CALFEX that 
brought even more realism to 
the exercise.

“We had elements from sev-
eral different units throughout 
USAREUR, from infantry to 
artillery, mortars and military 
intelligence, as well as F-16s 
from Aviano, Italy,” said Maj. 
Beau G. Rollie, the 2-159th 
operations officer. “We had 

all these elements working in 
combination, firing to keep 
the enemy’s head down so our 
force could take the two ob-
jectives that we had planned.

“Because our folks are pre-
paring to go to Afghanistan, 
this was great training for 
them,” he added. “The exer-
cise went great, with lots of 
ammunition fired and lots of 
notional enemies destroyed.”

The 12th’s pre-deployment 
training over the past month 
has spanned the whole of 
USAREUR’s Joint Multina-
tional Training Command, 

from the ground and skies 
here to JMTC’s Joint Multi-
national Readiness Center in 
nearby Hohenfels.

Some of the younger and 
newer Apache pilots and gun-
ners said the training gave 
them their first real chance 
to train in an exercise that re-
quired them to communicate 
with many different personnel 
on the ground before sending 
rounds downrange.

“It’s always fun to fire 
live ammunition,” said1st 

By Spc. Glenn M. Anderson
U.S. Army Europe Public 
Affairs

Brigades conduct exercise 
to prepare for deployment

Building 
a team

By Sgt. William Begley
3rd Combat Aviation 
Brigade Public Affairs

Gray Eagle Co. measures 
deployment readiness

FORT DRUM, N.Y. — The early morning 
silence on Fort Drum’s Range 23 was shat-
tered by machine gun fire that tore through 
the air as Soldiers assigned to C Company, 
4th Battalion, 31st Infantry Regiment, 2nd 
Brigade Combat Team, and British sol-
diers assigned to C Company, 1 Rifles, 160 
(Wales) Brigade, Gloucestershire, U.K., as-
saulted a notional enemy village March 27.

Soldiers from both armies struck the ob-
jective in unison, separating regular and ir-
regular enemy fighters from the local popu-
lation, while securing enemy strongholds 
during a culminating exercise in conclusion 
of Operation Commando Rattlesnake, and 
the 66th Combat Aviation Brigade enhanced 
the training via virtual training. 

Rattlesnake was a three-week exercise al-
lowing the exchange of lessons on training 
practices, identifying areas of improvement 
between U.S. and U.K. interoperability, and 
to validate live, virtual and constructive inte-
gration architecture for the U.S. Army.

“This exercise combines actual train-
ing with subordinate units that are provid-
ing simulated training using computers and 
mock up simulations,” said Maj. Justin C. 
Jocuns, knowledge management officer, 
Headquarters and Headquarters Company, 

2nd Brigade Combat Team. “It allows bat-
talions to go through all of their battle drills, 
and use all of their products to see how they 
would perform, while managing information 
for their commanders.”

Amid military spending cuts, live and vir-
tual training is at the forefront of less expen-
sive large scale unit training. 

“It ties into a period of time when the 
Army is going to be transitioning – we know 
our budget constraints will be increased,” 
stated Jocuns. “This training lets us be very 

good stewards of government resources. For 
less cost, we can maintain and improve on 
our readiness as a unit here.” 

First Lt. Eugene Lee, 66th Combat Avia-
tion Brigade and exercise battle captain, 
explained that, in addition to cost efficiency 
and improved readiness, time is saved by us-
ing virtual and live training. 

“For Army Aviation, for every one hour 
of blade time there is normally four hours 
of maintenance time associated with that. In 
terms of that aspect, we are saving a lot of 

time for the maintenance crew chiefs that are 
working on the aircraft,” he said. “In a simu-
lator, we turn it on, load the mission, fly the 
mission, power down the computer, debrief 
and you’re finished.” 

During this operation, Lee and his Sol-
diers provided U.S. and U.K. ground force 
commanders with real-time battlefield up-
dates, increasing reaction time to developing 
hostile situations.

“Being able to access our interoperability 
and developing that alongside our American 
brothers in arms, in this unique arctic tun-
dra environment, increases our adaptability 
to operate in all environments around the 
world,” said U.K. Capt. Joshua Axford, pla-
toon commander. “Getting a feel for the dif-
ferences and similarities between our forces, 
rank structure and operations will help us 
work seamlessly if we ever work together 
again.” 

With increased North Atlantic Treaty Or-
ganization-ran missions, meeting in a com-
bat environment is most likely. 

“I think, in the future, most operations 
will be conducted as part of a NATO force 
– it is unlikely that any nation will go to war 
on their own anymore,” said U.K. Lt. Jack 
Brown. “We need to be able to operate to-
gether and realize our tactics fit in with the 
American tactics, and the American tactics 
and doctoring fits in with our own. It’s im-
portant to go out on an exercise and experi-
ence this first hand.”

By Sgt. Mark A. Moore II
2nd Brigade Combat Team, 
10th Mountain Division
Public Affairs

Soldiers assigned to 4th Battalion, 31st Infantry Regiment, 2nd Brigade Combat Team, pull security dur-
ing squad tactical training conducted as train-up to a cumulative field training exercise during Operation 
Commando Rattlesnake March 10-28 at Fort Drum, N.Y.

Photo By Sgt. mark a. moore ii 

2-gun raid

A UH-60 Black Hawk, assigned to the 12th Combat Aviation Brigade, de-
parts after off-loading Soldiers from USAREUR’s 173rd Infantry Brigade 
Combat Team (Airborne) during a combined arms live-fire exercise at the 
Grafenwoehr Training Area, Germany, March 28. 

Photo By SPc. glenn m. anderSon

Virtual training: Exercise combines 
multiple elements

Soldiers of E Co., 3rd CAB, prepare to rescue a sim-
ulated prisoner of war during an air assault mission 
as part of a readiness validation exercise on Fort 
Stewart, Ga., March 27. 

Photo By Sgt. William Begley 

See exerciSe, Page B4
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TRANSPORTATION

AUTOS FOR SALE

AUTOS FOR SALE

MOTORCYCLES

SPORT UTILITY

TRUCKS, BUSES, TRACTORS, TRAILERS

WANTED AUTOS

WANTED AUTOS

Searching for a Big Deal?
We’ve got you covered at

TheBigDDeal.com

Reach 32,500 homes in Coffee and
Dale Counties for only $1,430.
Other sizes and quantities available.

• 8.5”x11”
• 70# Coated Stock
• Multiple Drop Options
• Full Process Color
• Printed Both Sides

For more information, contact the Enterprise Ledger advertising sales at 334.347.9533

PRINT. INSERT. DELIVER.
Get results NOW with four-color print and deliver inserts.

Ford 1989 Mustang GT: Completely rebuilt from
top to bottom, stainless steel exhaust, sunroof
Paid $10,242 for parts, SELLING FOR $3,000.
For more details call 334-648-1789.

GOT BAD CREDIT?
$99. RIDE TODAY
Already filed Taxes
Call Steve Pope Today

334-803-9550
Repo pass bankruptcy

SLOW CREDIT OK - SSI & VA OK

Honda Accord
2005 Hybrid, 2 tone
gray/silver color, 1 owner,
98K miles, 30-36 mpg,
great cond. $9549.

334-389-3845 or 334-393-7606.

Lexus 2012 RX350: Sharp!
Clean! Luxurious! Intuitive
parking assist, push-
button start,SmartAccess,
backup camera, heated/

ventilated front seats, tire pressure monitor-
ing. 1 owner lease vehicle, clean car fax and
only 23,000 mi. $35,950. Call Jason 334.791.0432

Lincoln 2003 Towncar
Cartier Edition: pearl
white with vinyl top,
loaded, 152k miles
$7,500
Call 850-573-2145

Lincoln 2005 Towncar Signature: FSBO
excellent condition, garage kept, new brakes,
original owner, have maintenance record, 66k
miles, $9,495. Call for appt. 334-479-0099

Lincoln 2008 MKZ : white, chrome wheels, moon
roof, heated/cooled seats, 60k miles, original
owner, very clean. $14,900. Call 334-494-3347

Nissan 1985 300 ZX Turbo - Looks and runs like
new. This car has been WELL MAINTAINED and
will pass ANYTHING on the road. Removable T-
Tops ready for summer. Heads always turn
when you pass by. Owned by 50 year old dad
that has been told to grow up. Car is all original
and IT IS SUPER QUICK! Loves curves and
sticks the corners like only a Z can. 5 speed
transmission. $6,200. For more info. 333-6510

Nissan 2010 Altima
2.5S with only 27000 miles!
Silver in color and SUPER
CLEAN! Locally owned

with a clean Carfax! $14,995. Call 334.445.1460

Toyota 2008 Scion: Gunmetal grey. Runs great!
Mechanically sound, 6 cyl. AT. 2-dr. Coupe,
110,000 mi. but if you know Toyota’s, that is
low mileage, as they last forever! Black rims,
lowering kit, tinted windows, spoiler. Ideal
for someone wanting a cool, SPORTY ride!
PERFECT for any single guy or girl! Will defi-
nitely get you noticed! $7,200. 334-596-1065.

Toyota 2012 Camry SE ,
metallic gray, like new,
1-owner, bought and serviced
locally, smoke/pet free, 40K
mi. leather , 8 way power
seats, climate control,

keyless entry and more , $17,795.
Call 334-494-2892 or 334-393-9014

2002 Harley Davidson Ultra Classic:
Garage kept, nice bike, 24,000 miles. Two-tone
blue. $9,800. 334-794-5296 or 334-596-5098

2007 Yamaha V Star 1300 Touring: 10,500 miles,
new tires, many extras, black & chrome, wind-
shield & bags $5900 Cash Only. Call 931-303-
4658

2011 Harley Davidson Super Glide Custom
cool blue pearl & vivid black, garage kept,
11K mi. Driving lights, passenger back rest,
luggage rack, quick release windshield,

anit-theft system with /pager, cruise pegs, oil
pressure gauge, dust cover included

r $12,900 334-598-0061 Absolutely Original!!

Harley 2009 Davidson Sportster 1200C:
excellent condition, metallic red, 6000 miles,
LED turn signals and stop lights, windshield,
passengers back rest and luggage rack,
garage kept. $7,295 Call 334-671-8671 or 334-
791-0984

Harley Davidson 2002
Sportster 1200 -

8,500 miles, lots of extras.
Asking $4,500 OBO.
Call 334-796-8817

Harley Davidson 2012
Triglide Ultra Classic,
custom 2-tone blue, riders
seat back, luggage rack,
LED tail lights, travel pack
light conversion, zumo
GPS, ex satellite radio,

passenger arm rest, highway foot pegs, cover,
great touring machine $29,000. 334-464-0380.

Ford 2006
Expedition
Limited-156k
miles, video
system, 2nd
row captain,

sunroof, towing pkg. $9,000, 334-740-0525

Chevy 2013 Silverado LT , 6,000k miles, 2 wh.dr.,
fully loaded, white, extended cab, $27,900 firm,

334-687-7702

Ford 1995 F150: 8ft bed, very good condition,
runs and rides great, pictures available, $2,800.
Call 850-526-2964 or 850-557-2523

Nissan 2007 Frontier King Cab , auto, AC, all
power, cruise, CD, bed liner, 79K miles, very
good cond. $10,850. Blue book 334-347-8649

Toyota 2010 Tacoma
SR5 White, 2 wheel
drive, 4 door V6, tow
package, new Michelin
tires, Excellent condi-

tion. 46,000 miles. $22,800. Call 334-693-4987 or
796-5919

Utility Trailer - enclosed 7ft. wide, 7 ft. tall
& 11 ft. long, with 4 ft. drop ramp , good for
motorcycles or lawn service $1,800.
Call 850-579-5174.

1ST PLACE TO CALL FOR ALL OF
YOUR TOWING NEEDS!

Contact Jason Harger at 334-791-2624

CALL FOR TOP PRICE

FOR JUNK VEHICLES

I ALSO SELL USED PARTS
24 HOUR TOWING r 334-792-8664

Do you need CASH to pay your taxes
or JUST CASH NOW?

Sell us your semi OR Junk car.
Truck, semi’s, semi trailers and

farm equipment.
FREE Pick - Up 7 days a week

7 days a week 7am - 8pm 334-200-6487.
Title or no Title up to what the law allows.
r NO CURRENT LIEN VEHICLES q

Got a Clunker
We’ll be your Junker!
We buy wrecked cars
and Farm Equip. at a
fair and honest price!

$250 & s Complete Cars
CALL 334-714-6285

b û We buy Wrecked Vehicles
Running or not !

334-794-9576 or 344-791-4714
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CONSTRUCTION & FACILITIES

ANNOUNCEMENTS

GENERAL & SPECIAL NOTICES

YARD & ESTATE SALES

FINANCIAL
BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES

FRANCHISES

MERCHANDISE
FURNITURE & HOUSEHOLD ITEMS

HEALTH PRODUCTS

JEWELRY & WATCHES

MISCELLANEOUS FOR SALE

PETS & ANIMALS

CATS

DOGS

DOGS

FARMER’S MARKET

FRESH PRODUCE

HAY & GRAIN

WANTED - FARM & GARDEN

EDUCATION
& INSTRUCTION

SCHOOLS & INSTRUCTION

RESIDENTIAL
REAL ESTATE FOR RENT

LEASE WITH OPTION TO BUY

RECREATION
BOATS

BOATS

CAMPERS & TRAVEL TRAILERS

MOTOR HOMES & RVS

TRAVEL TRAILER LOTS FOR RENT

TRANSPORTATION

4 WHEEL DRIVE

AUTOMOTIVE INFORMATION SERVICES

AUTOS FOR SALE

GREEN ACRES FARM CATFISH FARM OPEN
Fishing Saturdays Only April- May

Channel Catfish $2 lbs Overstocked
Hrs. 6am - 5 pm (no licence req. )

(spring fed & delicious)
Buffalo Meat - Healthy

(Tender & delicious)
û Lunch Specials -
Buffalo, Chili Dogs.

4 mi. E. of Slocomb on Co. Rd. 28

CALL 334-797-4415
r House Cleaning - Days and I will sit & take

care of your loved one at night
in all locations. 11 yrs. exp.

Ref. avail. 334-718-2637 Good Rates.

DOTHAN ESTATE SALE!!!
230 Lighthouse Dr, Beacon Ridge Sub.
Dothan Sat 4/12 from 8am - 4pm,

Sunday 12pm - 4pm. Furniture, Howard Miller
Grandfather Clock, Collectibles, Tools, House-
hold, Refrig, & much more. No Early Sales.
Hosted by Land of Cotton Estate Sales

www.estatesales.net

Barber Shop / Beauty Salon
completely furnished
Has 2 stations in Dothan

334-793-9280

GIFT SHIP
For Sale in Dothan

well established & profitable
r 334-677-3704

Local Ice Cream Franchise
"Be Your Own Boss"

Established Customer Base
For Info Call (334) 618-7030

Girls Munire white convertible crib with mat-
tress. Converts from crib to toddler bed to dou-
ble bed. Three beds in one! $385 obo; 2006 Ya-
maha Vino 125 scooter, silver. Under 300 orig
miles. $750 obo; Mackie HD1531 15" 3-way Hi-
Def pwrd speakers with covers. Perfect low use
condition $500 obo. 334-714-4470

DIABETIC TEST STRIPS
NEEDED I BUY SEALED/
UNEXPIRED BOXES

CALL BOB (334) 219-4697
OR (850) 710-0189

Wanted: Old Coins, Gold,
Diamonds, Guns, And Tools

West Main Jewelry & Loan 334-671-1440.

Need life insurance? Don’t wait until it is too
late, call today for a FREE quote with Colonial
Life insurance. Protect your loved ones and

give your family peace of mind.
For every person that gets a quote, a non-
perishable food item will be donated to our
local food bank. Anyone that has food dona-
tions, I can arrange to pick them up.

Brad Aman 334-405-6442, bka324@hotmail.com

Male Cat Lost near Victoria Dr. similar features
to a Maine Coon has chip 775-934-8543

Beagle/Jack Russ. Mix. Adult, Rust/White
Spunky. Neutered. Free. 334-693-9097

Beautiful Female Boxer Puppy, black mask,
some white markings, tail docked and wormed
$300. Call 850-573-1109

German Shepherd puppies: AKC certified with
papers and shots. German bloodline. Parents
have excellent temperament. Please call
Allaina 850-388-0110 or Text 850-768-9182.

WENBEC
ENTERPRISES, LLC

“Call for your free estimate today”
Office (334) 479-0068

* Windows * Doors * Floors * Roofs *
* Decks * Sheetrock * Painting *

* Wood Fencing * Stain Concrete *

* Kitchen & Bathroom Remodels *
LICENSED * BONDED * INSURED

residential & commercial
—— construction ——

German Shepherd Puppies. AKC registered.
Parents on site. First shots and wormed.
Ready this week. $500. Call 850-209-3569

Mix breed dog: Gentle, Shy girl. White/Brown,
adult, 45 lbs. Spayed. Free. 334-693-9097.

Rottweiler mix: Lg. beauty, black/tan, Spayed.
Special placement needed. Free. 334-693-9097

SUPER DOOPER PUPPY SALE !!
Papillon Mixes $75. - $100., Chorkie $200. ,
Shih-Tzu Mixes $200.-$250. and Chihuahua

$325. 334-718-4886

WANTED German Shepherd Stud: registered
or unregistered, 1 - 3yrs old, must be
purebreed. Willl offer stud fee, pick of liter
puppy or will consider purchasing.
Call 334-618-8540

GREEN FROZEN PEANUTS
850-352-4423

850-209-3322 or 850-573-6594
Dry Shelled Peanuts

SAWYER’S PRODUCE
HAS FRESH HOME GROWN PRODUCE

HOME GROWN, FRESH

Vine Ripe Tomatoes & other
fresh vegetables
All Farm Fresh!

220 W. Hwy 52 Malvern
∂ 334-793-6690 ∂

2012 Tifton #9 Hay
Large net wrapped rolls $25.

Kendall Cooper Call:
334-703-0978 / 334-775-3423
or 334-775-3749 Ext. 102

r Bahia seed for sale q
Excellent germination with over 40 yrs

experience. Kendall Cooper
Call 334-703-0978, 334-775-3423,

or 334-775-3749 Ext. 102

Buying Pine / Hardwood in
your area.

No tract too small / Custom Thinning
Call Pea River Timber
r 334-389-2003 q

Look ahead to your
future! Start training
for a new career in
Medical Assisting,
Medical Office Admin.,
Pharmacy Technology,

& HVAC!
Call Fortis College 855-445-3276

For consumer info: visit www.fortis.edu

Townhouse Rent or Sale Lg. 2BR 1.5BA, walk in
closet 1257SF, living/dining, kitchen, appl. ga-
rage, private yard, off Rucker Blvd. 3134 Achey
Dr. $685 Mo. or Sell "$89,500" Sheila 494-8157

17 ft Bass Tracker Pro
60hp Evinrude, trolling
motor, electric anchors,
new tires on trailer, Eagle
fish finder. One owner

boat. Excellent condition. $4,700. 334-750-5000

Blue Fin Bass 1998
Elimator All Aluminum
Bass Boat, 50 HP force en-
gine, galvanized trailer-
new tires, all in very good
condition, 2 live well box-

es, 4 new seats, new Humminbird fish finder
$3,995 OBO 828-837-1314 or 828-421-0998

Boggy Creek 2007
Skiff Boat , Skinny Water,
50 HP Honda four stroke
motor, stainless steel prop,
Hummingbird GPS 383C
color fish finder, Load Mas-

ter aluminum trailer, 12 gallon gas tank, Motor
Guide 54 lb thrust electric motor, built in tackle
boxes, $8700, 334-774-3474 Cell 334-791-1074

Pontoon Boat Bass Tracker 21’, like new, 60HP
Mecury 4 stroke engine, less than 50hrs. on
motor, built in live well and heavy duty trolling
motor. $8,500 334-687-2946

Rhino 2009 Boat md#V176 & all aluminum,
17 ft. 6", loaded, 70 hp. Suzuki, 3 seats,
Minnkota Hummingbird, boat is like new, less
than 15 hrs. contact info: Sig5634@gmail.com
Serious Inquiries ONLY $15,000.

Starcraft 1995
Tournament 18’ Boat with
1995 Mercury 135 HP on
Galvanized Trailer. Trolling
motor and GPS. $6,300.00

Call 334-695-1117.

2008 Outback Sydney Edition 32 ft.
Travel Trailer, Series M-32BHDS, sleeps 10,
New roof, new awning, excellent interior,
$16,500.00, To see, call 334-796-7211

1985 Comfort 5th wheel Trailer 34th sleeps 6,
double bed, stove, refrigerator, AC, needs
wood rot repair $1,200 Call 334-702-1362

2001 Bounder 37ft. 51K mi.
300hp, Turbo Diesel, 6 sp.
Allison 300 mh auto trans.

7.5 generator, 2-slides, W/D lots of extras. 1997
Honda CRV tow car, all tow connections (could
be included) 334-792-0552 Serious Inq. ONLY !!

Pace Arrow 1999 Ford V10 , 35 ft. Leveling
Jacks, back up camera, runs good, 86K miles,
Good tires , New battery, awning.
$12,500. OBO 334-333-1291

5th wheel RV 2008
Luxury model 35TMS
exc. cond., Inside &
Out, 3 slides, King
MBR, 2 AC’s, Power
everything $27,000
OBO 334-774-9060.

ENTERPRISE ELECTRONICS CORPORATION
EEC is a turnkey solution provider of weather detection systems. For over 40 years, EEC has
designed, manufactured and installed over 1,000 weather radar systems in 90 countries. EEC
is now extending its offerings to be your complete remote sensing provider, offering data
collection and display solutions for both radar and satellite. To support our growing

business, EEC is seeking the following team members:

CLIENT SERVICES REPRESENTATIVE
Interact with international and domestic customers to provide information in response to
inquiries about products and services, handle and resolve complaints, and take and process
orders. Administer warranty and return material authorization actions.
∂ High school diploma or equivalent and two years related experience/training
∂ Familiarity with ERP software, specifically MAPICS/INFOR, and spreadsheet software desired
∂ Ability to communicate ideas both verbally and in written form in a clear, concise, and profes-
sional manner

INVENTORY SPECIALIST
Receive, store, and issue materials, equipment, and other items from stockroom, warehouse,
or storage yard. Keep records and compile stock reports.
∂ High school diploma or equivalent and one year related experience/training
∂ Knowledge of ERP software, specifically MAPICS/INFOR and spreadsheet software desired
∂ Able to stand, walk and lift up to 50 pounds frequently.

MACHINIST
Set up/operate a variety of machine tools to produce precision parts and instruments. May al-
so fabricate and modify parts to make or repair machine tools or maintain industrial machines.
∂ Two-year degree from college or technical school and two years related experience/training
∂ Skilled in manual lathe operation and manual milling machines
∂ Experience in metal fabrication and CNC operation desired

Enterprise Electronics Corporation offers a competitive salary and benefits package to include:
medical, dental, vision, 401k match and vacation.

Send resumes to: Fax: (334) 393-4556
Email: humanresources@eecweathertech.com

Mail: Attn.: HR, P.O. Box 311270, Enterprise, AL 36331

2002 Chev. Trailblazer LTZ- 4WD. Blue, Loaded
with all Options: LTH, Power Sun Roof, 17"
Wheels, Bose Radio, Climate Control AC, Pow-
er Seats, Running Boards, Controls on Steering
Wheel, Tilt, Cruise, Heated Seats, On Star. No
Accidents or Rust, Runs, Looks and Drives
Great. $5500. Dothan 334-671-3059 .

Honda 2001 Civic EX: 4 door, 4-Cyl auto, power
windows, lock and mirrors, CD, new transmis-
sion and paint, very clean $4,400 OBO Call 334-
797-7420

2004 Chrysler Sebring LXI Convertible- Black.
CD Player, Leather Interior, New Transmission,
Runs Great, Awesome for summer. $3,000.
145,000 miles. Contact Chad at 423.943.2530

2011 Toyota Camry
Beautiful 1 owner lease
Has spent it’s life in the
South. Like new Michelin
tires. Beautiful light green.

Only 19,472 miles. $17,700. Call Stephen before
it’s gone! 334.435.3344.

Buick 2012 Enclave
Like new with only 16K
miles. Never wrecked or
smoked in. PW, PD, power
seats, 3rd row seat, dual

climate control. $34,500. Jason 334-791-0432

Cadillac 1998 Deville: cold AC, 74k miles, serv-
iced regular, nice car $3,495. Call 334-792-8018
or 334-792-8827

Chrysler 1999 Sebring JX5 Convertible, 139,000
miles, engine great condition, some light body
damage, $2200. Call 334-596-2653 after 4pm.

Ford 2004 Mustang GT Coupe: black, V8 5
speed, 99k miles, 6 disc CD, run great $6,000
OBO Call 334-797-7420



lot of the doctrine is being built here, right now,” said Sproul. 
“We have a lot of young troops who have never deployed be-
fore. I love training America’s best and brightest, and their 
attitude has been very positive throughout this evaluation.”

Sproul is a field artilleryman by trade, but when he de-
ployed to Afghanistan his mission did not require that partic-
ular skill set. However, his experience helped to emphasize 
the need for all Gray Eagle Soldiers to be a rifleman first.

“If some of my experience can benefit these guys and 
hopefully get them better prepared, all the better for them,” 
he said. “It’s good to get some of the older, more experienced 
guys to share their experience from a ground perspective.”

Pfc. Bryan Thomas, E Co., 3rd CAB, has been a Soldier 
nearly 18 months. While training for future contingency op-
erations, he got his first ride on a UH-60 Black Hawk.

“It felt like I was in a combat zone. The mission was as 
close as you could get to the real thing without live rounds 
being fired at you,” said Thomas. “It helped me to get back 
to the things I was taught in basic training. I was told by my 
drill instructors this could happen and now I feel a little more 
ready.”

At the end of the exercise, the inspectors conducted an 
after-action review, which was then followed by the E Co., 
3rd CAB commander, Capt. Jonathan A. Coe, and 1st Sgt. 
Eric Smith receiving the coveted combat readiness certifi-
cate for their unit.

“This certificate represents the journey we’ve made from 
day one,” said Coe. “It has been a real challenge standing up 
this unit. Training them, equipping them and preparing them 
for this deployment has been the most challenging thing I 
have done in my career in the military.”

Lt. Kevin R. Lown, executive officer for 
2-159th’s B Company. “With a lot of the 
training that we do, we don’t have the op-
portunity to talk to ground units. So this 
was very helpful for myself as a ‘front-
seater’ (pilot), to be able to talk to that 
person on the ground — whether an in-
fantry commander or a joint terminal at-
tack controller — actually clearing your 
firing lane (before) coming in and un-
leashing our rounds on target.” 

The CALFEX compelled 12th CAB 
Soldiers and pilots to pass through some 
of the same phases they will experience 
during their deployment, a progression 
from learning to work with their higher 
headquarters in Afghanistan, to working 
with and training Afghan forces, to under-
taking combined missions, to the eventual 
transfer of responsibility for their mission 
to Afghan forces.

The CALFEX also gave the Soldiers and 

leaders of the 173rd an opportunity to gain 
realistic experience in synchronizing its 
efforts on the ground with partner units.

“From a (U.S. European Command) 
perspective, we showcased the capabil-
ity and brought it together to synchronize 
this operation and ‘deconflict’ both fires in 
terms of direct mode and indirect modes,” 
said Lt. Col. Patrick Wilkins, commander 
of the brigade’s1st Battalion (Airborne), 
503rd Infantry Regiment. “There were 
weeks of planning that went on for this 
exercise, and although it was pretty fun 
to execute, it was exacting in terms of our 
preparation in terms of safety and realism, 
and combines the two into live-fire art.”

This is exactly what the 173rd would do 
in a full-spectrum fight, the colonel said. 

“Obviously, we will apply force where 
necessary and only use a proportional 
amount of force as necessary, said Wilkins. 
“This [event] showcases what capability I, 
as a ground force commander can bring to 
bear. Today we showcased that.”

Team: E Co., 3rd CAB earns combat readiness certification
Continued from Page B1
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Exercise: Soldiers gain realistic experience
Continued from Page B1

Two UH-60 Black Hawks, assigned to the 12th Combat Aviation Brigade, prepare to load Soldiers from 
USAREUR’s 173rd Infantry Brigade Combat Team (Airborne) during a combined arms live-fire exercise at 
the Grafenwoehr Training Area, Germany, March 28.

Photo by SPc. Glenn M. AnderSon
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Soldiers of E Co., 3rd CAB, secure an enemy vehicle during a readiness validation exercise on Fort Stewart, Ga., March 27.
Photo by SGt. WilliAM beGley 



The Army has eradicating sexual harassment and as-
sault from within its ranks firmly in its sights and is 
committed to paving a path for a safer Army—for both 
sexes. 

One leader leading that charge will speak at Fort 
Rucker to bring male and female Soldiers together to 
fight sexual harassment and assault. 

Lt. Col. Celia FlorCruz, 7th Infantry Division Sexual 
Harassment and Assault Response and Prevention pro-
gram manager, will speak Wednesday at Wings Chapel 
from 7:30 a.m. to noon. The program is open to ev-
eryone.

FlorCruz currently 
holds the assignment 
at Joint Base Lewis-
McChord, Wash., where 
she tries to root out 
sexual harassment and 
assault by finding new 
ways to improve aware-
ness of inappropriate 
behavior, help create a 
safe environment Army 
wide where victims 
feel safe to report, and 
help female Soldiers 
reach their full potential 
through military pro-
grams.

“We wanted (Flo-
rCruz) to come and 
speak because she has a 
lot of experience as far 
as being a sexual assault 
response coordinator, a mentor and she has had a lot of 
success,” said Twanna Johnson, garrison sexual assault 
response coordinator. “She is very inspirational. She 
wants everyone to grasp how important this topic is for 
males and females.”

The wealth of knowledge that FlorCruz possess-
es, Johnson said, will allow her to give Fort Rucker 
SHARP representatives and counselors fresh ideas on 
how to tackle this topic. 

“She has been avidly involved with the Sisters in 
Arms program,” she said. “It will be beneficial to us to 
get some guidance with our newly established Better 
Empowered Soldiers Today program, which was mod-
eled after it.”

FlorCruz will be addressing issues, such as sexual 
assault, victimology, revictimizing victims, how to rec-
ognize harassment and assault, equality, reporting, the 
responsibilities of bystanders, Army programs that help 
unite female Soldiers and the culture of Fort Rucker. 

Though organizers would like people to stay for the 
duration of the program, it is fine if individuals show 
up late or have to leave early.

“The session is going to be very interactive. We are 
going to have a Family Feud-type game where we have 
a team of males and a team of females, and we will 
ask them a few questions. We will discuss why men 
responded to the questions one way and the females 
another. That way we can learn more about how the 
different sexes perceive the same things differently,” 
said Johnson. 

There will also be a question-and-answer portion 
where attendees can share experiences and get advice. 

The importance of eradicating sexual violence from 
all corners of the military is something that Johnson 
said is not just the responsibility of female Soldiers. 

American flags adorned the road-
way, and more than 300 runners 
and even more supporters came out 
to show their respect for fallen he-
roes and Gold Star Families during 
the installation’s third Survivors 
and Fallen Heroes 5k Run and Re-
member Saturday.

The run is a collaborative ef-
fort by the Directorate of Family, 
Morale, Welfare and Recreation; 
Survivor Outreach Services; and 
members of B Company, 1st Bat-
talion, 145th Aviation Regiment, 
1st Aviation Brigade, and is meant 
to honor survivors and those who 
have made the ultimate sacrifice, 
said Beth Gunter, SOS financial 
counselor.

“These events give us the oppor-
tunity to show survivors that their 
loved one is not forgotten,” she 
said. “This run has a special place 
in many people’s hearts because 
it’s not really about who wins – it’s 
about remembering and honoring 
the Soldiers.”

Runners ran with gold stars on 
their backs with the name of a Sol-
dier they wished to run for, and 
some ran with multiple names to 
show their support.

For Sylvia Ramirez, Army spouse 
and former service member, the run 
was an emotional event and was all 
about remembering her brothers 
and sisters in arms.

“I wanted to run today because 
I’m prior service, and this means 
a lot to me because these are my 
brothers and sisters in arms that 
sacrificed their lives for our coun-
try,” she said. “This is important to 
recognize these Soldiers and show 
appreciation for what they’ve done. 
They’re the reason why we’re here 
today and able to do things like 
this.”

Ramirez’s Family was among 

those who came out to show sup-
port for the runners, and she said to 
see the amount of support for fallen 
Soldiers and their Families is over-
whelming.

“It warms my heart so much to 
see all the support that has come 
out,” said Ramirez with tears in 
her eyes. “It shows the unity that 
we have as service members, and 
there are a lot of civilians here, as 
well, and it shows how much they 
appreciate the sacrifices that these 
Soldiers have made.”

The Wiregrass Patriot Guard 
Riders were also on hand to show 
their support.

“We do anything on the home-
front for our Soldiers,” said Bill 
Seyler, Help on the Homefront co-
ordinator for the Wiregrass Patriot 
Guard Riders. “We do whatever we 
can to help out – it’s just something 
you must do to show your patrio-
tism.

The Patriot Guard Riders were 
spread out at various events from 
Pensacola, Fla., to Dothan, but 
despite being spread thin, Seyler 
said the run wasn’t something they 

would dream of missing.
“We’re here and that’s what 

counts,” he said. “Showing support 
for these fallen heroes and their 
Families should be common sense. 
These young men and women do so 
much for us, so the least we can do 
is show up and show our support 
for them.”

Support for the Gold Star Fami-
lies is what the run and the SOS 
program are all about, said Gunter. 
The program exists to reach out to 
all survivors, and provide services 
and answer whatever questions 
they may have, not just for a period 
of time after a Soldier has fallen, 
but for a lifetime.

“No one knows the price of free-
dom more than our Gold Star Fam-
ily members,” she said. “Our mis-
sion is to build a unified program 
that embraces and reassures them 
that they will be continually linked 
to the Army Family for as long as 
they desire.”

For more information about 
SOS, call 255-9637 or 255-9639, 
or visit www.ftruckermwr.com/acs/
survivor-outreach-services.

C
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Community
MeMorial
WWII vets make 
emotional visit to 
memorial in D.C.

Story on Page C3

Soldiers, civilians and Family members, clad with gold stars adorned with the names of fallen Soldiers, take part in the Survivors and Fallen Heroes 5k Run and Remember in front of the Fort Rucker Physical 
Fitness Center Saturday.

Photos by NathaN Pfau

By Nathan Pfau
Army Flier Staff Writer

Soldiers, civilians and Family members take part in the Survivors and Fallen Heroes 5k Run and Remember.

Lt. Col. Celia FlorCruz, 7th Infantry 
Division Sexual Harassment and As-
sault Response and Prevention pro-
gram manager, will speak at Wings 
Chapel Wednesday from 7:30 a.m. 
to noon. 

Courtesy Photo

see sharP, Page C5

Community turns out to remember 
fallen heroes, support survivors

By Sara E. Martin
Army Flier Staff Writer

REMEMBERING THE FALLEN

SHARP
Event seeks to 
unite Soldiers

Soldiers sign up for a prize drawing before taking part in the Survivors and Fallen Heroes 
5k Run and Remember in front of the Fort Rucker Physical Fitness Center Saturday.
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On Post
your weekly guide to fort rucker events , services and activities. deadline for submissions is noon thursday for the following week’s edition.

Build-a-Burger 
contest

The Landing Zone staff 
members want people to 
tell them how they would 
build their dream burger. 
The winning burger will 
be on the menu throughout 
May, and its creator will 
receive a $100 gift card. 
Now through April 18, 
people can submit their 
Ultimate Burger Recipe to 
The Landing Zone via its 
Facebook page. People can 
enter their Ultimate Burg-
er submissions at https://
www.facebook.com/thel-
andingzone.  Some recipes 
may be altered.

For more information, 
call 598-8025.

Center Library clo-
sure

Center Library will be 
closed for building main-
tenance now through Sat-
urday. Because of the clo-
sure, any events scheduled 
during this time have been 
cancelled. 

For more information, 
call 255-3885.

Blue Day 
Campaign

April is Child Abuse 
Prevention Month and 
Fort Rucker continues its 
support of the Blue Day 
Campaign Friday as a 
community-wide effort to 
recognize the collective 
responsibility to prevent 
and confront all forms of 
child abuse and neglect by 
wearing something blue 
every Friday throughout 
the month. The Blue Day 
Campaign allows the com-
munity an opportunity to 
band together and wear 
blue as a visible com-
mitment to support child 
abuse prevention. 

For more information, 
call 255-9641.

Get R.E.A.L. 
(Rucker 
Experience Army 
Learning)

Army Community Ser-
vice’s Army Family Team 
Building offers its Get 
REAL – Rucker Experi-
ence Army Living – work-
shop Wednesday from 8:30 
a.m. to 2:30 p.m. at The 
Commons in Bldg. 8950. 
Designed to help those 
confused by Army life, and 
who want to learn more 
about Fort Rucker and 
make new friends, the free 
workshop includes topics 
such as: acronyms, Army 
customs and courtesies, 
military rank, community 
resources and more. Ad-
vanced registration is re-
quired. The workshop is 
open to active-duty and re-
tired military, Department 
of Defense employees and 
their Family members. 

For registration, child-
care and more informa-
tion, call 255-9637.

BEST workshop 
Fort Rucker’s Better 

Empowered Soldiers To-
day program hosts a BEST 
Tools for SHARP –Sexual 
Harassment and Assault 
Prevention – workshop 
Wednesday at the Wings 
Chapel. The workshop 
features a morning session 
from 7:30 a.m. to noon that 
includes an Army Family 
Feud with an all-female 

team and an all-male team, 
and an address on SHARP 
and the Sisters in Arms 
program at Joint Base 
Lewis-McChord, Wash., 
that complements SHARP, 
and helps build relation-
ships and friendships 
among female Soldiers. 
The afternoon session is 
from 1:30-4:30 p.m. and 
also includes the address 
on Sisters in Arms.

For more information, 
call 255-2382 or 255-
0960.

National Library 
Week

The Center Library will 
celebrate National Library 
Week Monday-April 18 by 
hosting a daily drawing for 
a special prize. Each day, 
a new library-based ques-
tion will be posted and 
winners will be chosen at 
random from correctly an-
swered entries. April 18, 
one grand prize winner 
will be chosen at random 
from all of the entries sub-
mitted during the week. 

For more information, 
call 255-3885.

Self defense 
workshop

In recognition of Sexual 
Assault Awareness Month, 
Army Community Ser-
vice, in partnership with 
the military police, will 
offer a self defense work-
shop April 17 from 4:30-6 
p.m. at the Fortenberry-
Colton Physical Fitness 
Center. People can learn 
about personal protection, 
environmental awareness 
and practical self defense 
techniques. People need 
to register by Monday. 
The workshop is open to 
active-duty and retired 
military, Department of 
Defense employees and 
their Family members. 

For more information 
and to register, call 255-
8103 or 255-0960.

Library Database 
101

The Center Library of-
fers more than 40 search-
able databases for cus-

tomers to use to find 
information on a wide 
variety of topics. People 
can download e-books and 
magazines, research their 
ancestry, learn how to fix 
their car, study for exams 
and more. April 17, from 
5-6 p.m., the library staff 
will show people the best 
ways to navigate the da-
tabases. Those attending 
should have a valid library 
account and personal iden-
tification number before 
the beginning of class. For 
more information or to 
sign up, call 255-3885 or 
stop by the library.

EFMP and Hearts 
Apart Family 
Bowling Night

Army Community Ser-
vice will hold an Excep-
tional Family Member 
Program and Hearts Apart 
Family Bowling Night 
April 17 from 5-10 p.m. 
at Rucker Lanes Bowl-
ing Center. ACS EFMP 
and Relocation Readiness 
Program Hearts Apart 
invites all active-duty 
military Families with 
special needs, disabilities, 
Families with Soldiers de-
ployed or serving an un-
accompanied tour, to join 
a night of bowling. Regis-
tration is required no later 
than two days prior to the 
event and cost is $1 per 
game and $1.50 for shoe 
rental. 

For more information 
and to register, call 255-
9277 or 255-3735.

Easter Brunch
The Landing will host its 

annual Easter Brunch April 
20 from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Cost is $16.95 for adults, 
$8.95 for ages 6-12, $4.95 
for ages 3-5, and ages 2 
and younger eat for free. 
A Military Family Special 
will also be available for 
a cost of $45, and covers 
a meal for two adults and 
two children. Reservations 
are not required, but are 
highly recommended. 

For more information or 
to make a reservation, call 
598-2426.

FOrt ruCker Movie Schedule for April 10 - 13
Thursday, April 10

Non-Stop (PG-13) 
.......................................................7 p.m.

Friday, April 11

Captain America: Winter Soldier (PG-13) 
............................................7 & 9:30 p.m.

Saturday, April 12

Captain America: Winter Soldier (PG-13) 
............................................7 & 9:30 p.m.

Sunday, April 13

Captain America: Winter Soldier (PG-13) 
........................................................2 p.m.

TickeTs are $4.50 for adulTs and $2.25 for children, 12 and under. MiliTary i.d. card holders and Their guesTs are welcoMe. for More inforMaTion, call 255-2408. 

DFMWR 
Spotlight

Children’s Festival
Fort Rucker will host its 10th annual Children’s Festival Saturday from 1-4 p.m. at the festival fields. This free military Family event will offer many activities, games, 
inflatables, crafts and more. The event will also feature one of the area’s largest Easter egg hunts where people can win candy and prizes, and even meet the Easter 
Bunny. This year’s theme is Super Heroes, so children are welcome to dress up as their favorite character. Egg hunts will take place at 1:30 p.m. for children ages 4-6, 
and 1:45 p.m. for children ages 7-9 and 10-12. The event is open to military Families. In the event of inclement weather, the event will then take place inside the Fort 
Rucker Physical Fitness Center on Andrews Avenue. For more information, call 255-1749.

Photo by sara e. MartiN
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WASHINGTON — As the brass band 
played and American flags fluttered in the 
breeze, World War II veterans received a 
hero’s welcome Saturday as they visited 
the memorial for the war in which they 
fought in seven decades ago.

A column of well-wishers waved 
flags – some were dressed in red, white 
and blue. Members of the military were 
also on hand to greet the veterans of the 
Greatest Generation at the World War II 
Memorial.

For many of the veterans arriving on 
honor flights that breezy, sunny morn-
ing, it was their first visit to their memo-
rial. Army Air Corps veteran Dick Tobin 
was among those in attendance.

“I’m having a wonderful day,” said 
Tobin, who traveled with an honor flight 
from Syracuse, N.Y. He was accompa-
nied by his daughter, Cheryl Tobin, an 
Air Force and Navy veteran.

The Honor Flight Network brings vet-
erans to Washington free of charge for 
them to see the memorials for the wars 
they fought in decades ago, with priority 
given to the most senior and terminally 
ill veterans.

Veterans and their escorts said they 
were touched by the outpouring of sup-
port from members of the public and the 
military. It was an emotional experience 
as well to finally visit the memorial, 
Tobin said.

“I never in a million years expected 
this. It’s wonderful,” Tobin said. “There 
are no words to describe this. It’s just 
wonderful and long overdue.”

As the veterans made their way around 
the memorial, they were greeted with 
handshakes and expressions of grati-
tude. “Thank you for your service,” and, 
“Can I take your photo?” were often-
heard phrases.

Surrounded by a contingent of Fam-
ily members, Army veteran Hugh Phelps 
held a decades-old picture of his brother 
Patrick, an Army veteran, on his lap atop 
a folded American flag.

“I was in the last part of the war with 
Patrick,” said Phelps, who was in the 
26th Infantry Division. He arrived at 
the memorial as part of a tour sponsored 
by Honor Flight Capital Region, which 
serves veterans in the Washington, D.C., 
area.

It’s a “very good” and “wonderful 
day,” said Phelps, as his Family mem-
bers smiled proudly and snapped photo-
graphs of their war hero.

Navy Chief Warrant Officer Andrew 
Levy and two members of his detach-
ment – Petty Officers Jordan Holtschulte 
and Brian MacMurchy – drove three 
hours from Fort Pickett in Blackstone, 
Va., to greet the veterans.

“It’s our way to pay respects to them. 
They led the way and enabled us to be 
who we are and what we can do today,” 
Levy said.

Driving a few hours to Washington 
to greet the veterans is the very least 
they could do for the service members 
who did so much for the nation, said 
Holtschulte.

Holtschulte had volunteered at an hon-
or flight greeting in Chicago at O’Hare 
airport and organized the trip for his 
shipmates.

“I just thought it would be a great way 
to spend a Saturday,” he said.

Crowds were on hand to cheer and 
greet the World War II veterans arriving 
on honor flights from Ohio and upstate 
New York, and an honor flight bus tour 
out of the national capital region.

Navy WAVES veteran Eileen How-
ell from, Columbus, Ohio, said she was 
having a wonderful day visiting the me-
morial. She served in the Navy from 

1944 to 1946.
“It’s far beyond what I ever expect-

ed,” she said. “It was wonderful. I have 
never been greeted so much in my life. I 
couldn’t believe it. It was just unimagi-
nable.”

Air Force Honor Guard members Air-
man 1st Class Rebecca Eiseman and Air-
man 1st Class Ashley Rash were happy 
to come out and greet the veterans.

“We volunteered last fall and we want 
to volunteer all summer, so we just come 
here to shake their hands and say thank 
you for everything they did,” said Eise-
man. “If it wasn’t for them, we wouldn’t 
be here, so they paved the way for us.”

Sixteen members of the Prime Time 
Brass band drove seven hours from up-
state New York to be in Washington to 
welcome their local veterans.

“It’s a great day, they seemed ecstatic 
that we were here and we’re just happy 
to be here to honor them,” said band 
member Bill McGrath, who served three 
years in the Marine Corps and 17 years 
in the Army Reserve.

An honor flight from Dallas-Fort 
Worth had also visited the memorial on 
Friday.

“It’s nice to see the memorial ... very 

nice and beautiful,” said WAVES vet-
eran Janet Thompkins on Friday, as she 
and her honor flight escort, her son-in-
law, visited.

Lt. Col. Darryl Stephens, who is sta-
tioned at the Pentagon, volunteered to 
accompany the veterans to see the me-
morial and other important sites.

The veterans are amazing inspirations, 
he said.

“As a service member, as a Soldier, 
I respect these guys – words can’t de-
scribe it,” said Stephens. “When I read 
and listen to their stories, it just humbles 
me.”

Army veteran Bob Martin, who served 
in the South Pacific, said visiting the 
memorial for the first time was an emo-
tional experience.

“I almost cried several times. All the 
people that gathered down here just to 
shake our hands and to thank us for what 
we’ve done,” he said.

Martin was accompanied by his son, 
Glenn Martin, who shared his war hero 
father’s sentiments.

“My eyes haven’t been dry since we 
got off the airplane, pretty much,” said 
the younger Martin. “It’s quite the emo-
tional experience.”

By Lisa Ferdinando
Army News Service

Hero’s welcome
WWII vets make emotional visit to memorial in D.C.

*R Rated Films, one must be 17 or with parent*

CLARK THEATRES
ENTERPRISE

Web Site: www.hollywoodconnector.com
MOVIE INFO 24/7 - 347-2531
ACTIVE DUTY SERVICE MEMBER DISCOUNT

(WITH ACTIVE MILITARY ID ) + 1 Guest
APRIL 11 - 17, 2014

ENTERPRISE SHOPPING CTR

HEAVEN IS FOR REAL
STARTS WED., APRIL 16 AT COLLEGE CINEMA

College Cinema • enterprise

WESTGATE CENTER

I RIO 2 - G
Sat & Sun: 2:00, 4:15, 7:10 & 9:15
Mon-Fri: 7:10 & 9:15

II GOD'S NOT DEAD - PG
Sat & Sun: 2:00, 4:20, 7:00 & 9:20
Mon-Fri: 7:00 & 9:20

III OCULUS - R
Sat & Sun: 2:00, 4:15, 7:00 & 9:15
Mon-Fri: 7:00 & 9:15

IV DIVERGENT - PG13
Sat & Sun: 1:45, 4:30, 7:10 & 9:40
Mon-Fri: 7:10 & 9:40
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I CAPTAIN AMERICA:
THE WINTER SOLDIER - PG13
2D - Sat & Sun: 1:45 & 6:50 • Mon - Fri: 6:50
3D - Sat & Sun: 4:15 & 9:30

II DRAFT DAY - PG13
Sat & Sun: 2:00, 4:20, 7:00 & 9:20
Mon-Fri: 7:00 & 9:20

III NOAH - PG13
Sat & Sun: 1:45, 4:15, 6:50 & 9:30
Mon-Fri: 6:50 & 9:30

Call 347-9533 to advertise your church on this page.

Church DirectoryChurch Directory

Grace Baptist Church

Independent - Fundamental - Soul Winning

LISTEN TO A LIFE CHANGING MESSAGE OF HOPE
“God So Loved the World”

www.1john316.net

334-774-2311
www.GraceBaptistChurch-Ozark.com

Minutes from Ft. Rucker Ozark’s Gate
On the corner of Highway 231 & Parker Drive

Traditional Worship Service
8:30AM & 11:00AM

Contemporary Worship -
New Connection

8:45AM & 11:00AM

The Gathering - Youth
5:45PM

Sunday School
10:00 M

Nursery Care: During all services

217 S. Main St • Enterprise, AL
Office: 334-347-3467

efumc@adelphia.net
Prayer Line (24 Hours) 334-393-7509

First United

Here, it’s not about the building...

VINEYARD CHURCH
DOTHAN

Sun 10:30 Service; Wed 6:30 Small Groups
(334) 671-0093 • 150 B���l���� Rd

DothanvineyaRD.com

“Small things done with great love
will change the world”

Photo by Lisa ferdiNaNdo

World War II veterans and their military escorts render honors as “Taps” is played at the World War II Memorial in Washington, D.C., Friday. The veterans 
traveled to the nation’s capital on an Honor Flight from Dallas-Fort Worth for a two-day tour of D.C.

Pick-of-the-litter
Meet Sven and Kristoff, two 9 week old, male Chihuahua mixes that will be up for adoption 
soon. Kristoff is the explorer and more independent puppy. He is very playful and loveable 
and really has no fear of new things. Sven is more shy of new things and very curious. He 
is a love bug and wants to cuddle. He is also very playful.  Adoption fees vary per species 
and needs of animal, but include all up-to-date shots, the first round of age-appropriate 
vaccinations, microchip and spaying or neutering. For more information on animal adop-
tions, call the stray facility at 255-0766, open from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. All adoptable animals 
are vet checked and tested for felv/fiv (for cats) or heartworm for dogs (over six months) 
and on flea prevention. The facility needs donations such as dry or canned foods for 
cats, dogs, kittens and puppies, as well as blankets, toys and towels. Donations can be 
dropped off at the stray facility. Visit the Fort Rucker stray facility’s Facebook page at 
www.facebook.com/fortruckerstrayfacility/ for constant updates on the newest animals 
available for adoption.

Courtesy Photo



Imagine rock climbing, trail run-
ning or hiking in Forsyth, canoe-
ing the Etowah and Chattahoochee 
River water trails, tree climbing 
or taking a canopy walk — all in 
a picturesque setting against the 
backdrop of north Georgia’s break 
taking mountains. Plan your next 
office retreat, scout event, fam-
ily reunion or just a fun day with 
friends. 

Want to get out on the lake or 
explore local rivers with your 
family this weekend, but don’t 
have the gear? Sawnee Mountain 
Preserve also offers a rental 
program for adventure gear. Items 
available for rent include: canoes, 
recreational kayaks and white water 
kayaks. For more information, 
call (770) 781-2217 or visit www.
sawneemountain.org or www.
forsythco.com/parks. 

Sawnee Mountain Preserve 
features:

Tree top canopy walk;• 
Aerial Adventure park with zip • 
lines and climbing tower;
Hiking trails;• 
Geocaching;• 
Environmental education pro-• 
grams: classes, camps, special 
events, home school afternoons/
school based;
Tree climbing and nature birth-• 
day party themes; and
Rock climbing.• 

Forsyth County features:
Mountain biking;• 
White water kayaking;• 
Recreational canoeing and kay-• 
aking;
Eight passive parks, more • 
than 25 miles of natural sur-
face multi-use trails, 7 miles 
of greenway trails and 2 water 
trails; and
Dogs are welcome in parks.• 
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ANDALUSIA
ONgOiNg  — The American Legion 

Post 80 has regular meetings the second 
Monday of the month, starting at 6:30 
p.m., at the Legion Hall. For more 
information, call 222-7131 or visit www.
andalusialegionpost80.org.

DALEVILLE
May 10 — The Daleville Department 

of Public Safety’s reserve officer 
program hosts an Alabama Police Week 
shooting championship at Tri-State Gun 
Club. Competition is open to police 
officers, military service members and 
private citizens. Proceeds benefit the 
Concerns of Police Survivors charity 
and local reserve officers. Competitors 
will be treated to a catered barbeque 
lunch and prizes that include plaques, 
flashlights, police gear and weapons. For 
more information, call (910) 723-3295 
or visit www.osagecombatives.com/
shootingchampionship.

ONgOiNg — Veterans of Foreign 
Wars Post 6020 Franchise J. Ballard Post 
membership meetings are at the post 
headquarters on State Road 84 every third 
Thursday of the month at 7 p.m.  Break-
fast is served on Sundays and games 
and TVs are available for entertainment.  
Open to all. Post can host parties, wed-
dings, hails and farewells.  For more in-
formation, call 598-6211, 598-1297 or 
598-6211/379-9187. 

DOTHAN
aPriL 11-12 — The Tri-State ninth 

annual BBQ and Music Festival featur-
ing a sanctioned barbecue competition 
with cash prizes of more than $10,000 
will be held all day long at the Houston 
County Farm Center. Spectators can en-
joy tasting barbeque and can attend bar-
beque classes, as well as listen to music, 
see an antique car show and shop. There 
will also be inflatables, rides, games and 
crafts for children. Admission is $10 per 
person each day. For more information, 
visit www.tristatebbq.com.

aPriL 11-13 — The Mercedes-Benz 
Dealer Championships is a nationwide 
amateur-only tennis program for men and 
women, 21 years of age or older, held at 
the Westgate Tennis Complex. Players 
will compete to represent Mercedes-Benz 
of Dothan at the sectional tournament in 
Hawaii. Admission is $80 per person. For 
more information, visit www.dothanpro-
tennis.org.

aPriL 13-20 — The Dothan Pro Clas-
sic will be held at the Westgate Tennis 
Center with the qualifying rounds and 
free admission to the park. Play continues 
all week with single and double feature 
matches Tuesday-Friday at 6-7:30 p.m. 
With a tournament pass of $20, partici-
pants can be entertained all week. Semi-
finals start Saturday at 11 a.m. and finals 
begin Sunday at 1 p.m. For more infor-
mation, visit www.dothanprotennis.org.

aPriL 12 — For the second year in a 
row, the 280th Special Operations Com-
munications Squadron and the Macy 
Easom Cancer Research Foundation 
partner to help raise money for Families 
of deployed troops and pediatric cancer 
research.  The 2014 Minuteman 5K and 
Fun Run will be held at Westgate Park. 
Registration will be available the morn-
ing of the run beginning at 7 a.m. for $20. 
The cost for the 1-mile fun run is $5 and 
no pre-registration is required.  For more 
information and to download a registra-
tion form, visit www.PrincessMacy.org  
or www.Facebook.com/MacyEasom , or 
call (229) 308-1181.

ENTERPRISE
aPriL 11 — Coffee, Dale and Ge-

neva Counties host this year’s Special 
Olympics at Enterprise State Community 
College from 9 a.m. to noon. People are 
asked to cheer and volunteer for partici-
pants. For more information, visit www.
enterprisealabama.com.

aPriL 12 — The Enterprise Civitan 
Club hosts a rummage sale from 7 a.m. 
until noon at the Envoy Mortgage Co. 
at 1212 Rucker Blvd. Proceeds go to the 
Research Center, Birmingham. Bake sale 

proceeds go to Relay for Life. For more 
information, call 389-0770. 

aPriL 24 — The Enterprise Cham-
ber 19th annual Golf Tournament at Tar-
tan Pines Golf Club will begin at 1 p.m. 
Tournament is three person teams, $100 
per player, which includes green fees, 
cart, mulligans, chances, practice balls, 
door prize ticket, goody bag and a meal. 
For more information, visit www.enter-
prisealabama.com.

ONgOiNg — The American Legion 
Post 73 meets at the American Legion/
Doer’s Shrine Club building at 200 Gib-
son Street on the fourth Saturday of each 
month, beginning at 8 a.m. The building 
is across the street from the Lee Street 
Baptist Church.  For more information, 
call post commander Jerry Goodson at 
347-5961 or 447-8507.

ONgOiNg  — Veterans of Foreign 
Wars Post 6683, John Wiley Brock Post 
membership meetings are at the post 
headquarters, on County Road 537, every 
third Tuesday of the month at 7 p.m. For 
more information, call Connie Hudson at 
406-3077, Randy Black at 393-6499 or 
Bob Cooper 347-7076, or visit the VFW 
Post 6683 on Facebook.

GENEVA
ONgOiNg  — The Geneva County 

Relay for Life meets the last Tuesday of 
the month at 6 p.m. at the Citizens Bank. 

For more information, call 248-4495.

MIDLAND CITY
ONgOiNg — Residents are invited 

to Town Hall meetings the first Tuesday 
of each month at 5:30 p.m. at Town Hall, 
1385 Hinton Waters Ave. 

For more information, call 983-3511.

NEW BROCKTON
ONgOiNg — Disabled American 

Veterans Chapter No. 99 maintains a DAV 
service office in the New Brockton Police 
station every Tuesday and Wednesday 

from 10 a.m. to noon. All veteran services 
provided are free. For more information, 
call 718-5707.

ONgOiNg — Adult education class-
es are offered in Rm. 12 at New Brockton 
High School, 210 South Tyler St., Mon-
days and Wednesdays from 6-9 p.m. All 
classes are free for individuals 16 years 
old or older who are not enrolled in pub-
lic school. Individuals must take an as-
sessment test prior to attending class. 
Call 894-2350 for more information.

 OZARK
aPriL 9 — Dale County Chapter 

1960, National Active and Retired Fed-
eral Employees will meet at 11 a.m. at 
Colby’s Restaurant.  The speaker will be 
Katrina Cooper from the Social Security 
Administration. The mission of NARFE 
has been to protect the earned benefits of 
federal retirees, their survivors and spous-
es. All Federal employees and active and 
retired military are encouraged to attend.  
For more information, call 435-3305.

PINCKARD
ONgOiNg — The public is invited 

to the Cross Country Workshop every 
Sunday at 6 p.m. at the Pinckard United 
Methodist Church.  

For more information, call 983-3064.

SAMSON
ONgOiNg — American Legion Post 

78 meets monthly on the second Tuesday 
at 7 p.m.

TROY
ONgOiNg  — Troy Bank and Trust 

Company sponsors senior dance nights 
every Saturday night from 7-10 p.m. at 
the J.O. Colley Senior Complex. 

The complex is transformed into a 
dance hall and features music from the 
40s, 50s, and 60s, finger foods, and re-
freshments.  

For more information, call Janet Motes 
at 808-8500.

Wiregrass community calendar
If you would lIke to advertIse your event, emaIl JIm HugHes wItH all tHe detaIls at JHugHes@armyflIer.com.

Beyond Briefs
Friday Fest

Friday Fest in downtown Panama City is Bay Coun-
ty’s largest street festival with more than 200 show cars, 
50 vendors and live bands — filling up six blocks of 
Harrison Avenue on the first Friday of each month from 
6-10 p.m. Local shops and restaurants stay open late.

Swamp Tour
Georgia State Parks and Historic Sites hosts a tour of 

historic Billy’s Island in the Okefenokee Swamp in Far-
go, Ga. from 10 a.m. to noon until May 31. This island 
was home to Native Americans, pioneers, and lumber-
men for thousands of years and participants will take a 
boat out to the island and hike a trail to view some of the 
relics left from times past. Tickets are $15-$20 with a $5 
parking fee. 

For more information, call (912) 637-5274.

Boat Show
The 16th annual Apalachicola Antique and Classic 

Boat Show will be held April 19 in downtown Apalachi-
cola. Antique boats, examples of classic and traditional 
vessels, workboats, and fiberglass and aluminum clas-
sics will all be on display throughout the day.  

Special highlights include home-built boats, authentic 

oyster boats and workboats, antique outboard engines, 
antique automobiles and artist booths.  The Apalachicola 
National Estuarine Research Reserve will have displays 
on the Apalachicola River along with booths featuring 
the Coast Guard Auxiliary, child model boat building, 
the National Weather Service and boat building demon-
strations with live entertainment available all day. 

For more information, call (850) 653-9419 or visit 
www.antiqueboatshow.org.

Golf Fundraiser
The Tyndall Airman Family and Community Partner-

ship Golf Fundraiser’s theme is “Honoring America’s 
Airmen” and the proceeds will benefit the Tyndall Air-
man, Family and Community Partnership. The tour-
nament will be held at the Shark’s Tooth Golf Course 
April 25. There will be an 11 a.m. check in with a noon 
shotgun start. Funds will be donated to the Wounded 
Warrior Beach Retreat. A cocktail party with heavy hors 
d’oeuvre immediately follows the golf tournament. The 
party should start around 4:30 p.m. For more informa-
tion, call (850) 420-5237.

Motorcycle Rally 
Known as “The Most Biker Friendly free Rally in the 

United States,” the Thunder Beach Motorcycle Rally is 
held twice yearly in Panama City Beach April 30 through 
May 4 and Oct. 1-5. Bikers from around the country can 
enjoy scenic rides along the Emerald Coast, live enter-

tainment and local cuisine. For more information, visit 
www.thunderbeachproductions.com.

Carrabelle Riverfront Festival
The 24th annual Carrabelle Riverfront Festival will be 

held April 25 and 26 on Marine Street along Carrabelle’s 
downtown riverfront district with the theme “Pirates of 
the Carrabellean.” Festival offers regional arts and crafts,  
pet parades, a fashion show, Family friendly attractions 
and local culinary treats. Admission is free. For more 
information, email carrabelleriverfront@gmail.com.

Skim board competition 
The 15th annual Panama City Beach ZAP Pro/Am 

Spring Skim Jam is the largest national skim board com-
petition on the Gulf Coast and will be held at Sharky’s 
Sunday and Monday. Competitors compete for a cash 
purse, prizes, trophies and bragging rights. There is a 
professional and an amateur division for all ages and 
genders. The event is free to the public. Entry forms are 
available at Mr. Surf’s Surf Shop. For more information, 
call (850) 235-2702.

Jazz Festival
The Seabreeze Jazz Festival will be held at Pier Park 

in Panama City Beach April 23-27. To order tickets, view 
the musician line up and more, visit www.seabreezejazz-
festival.com. 

Sawnee Mountain Preserve
Press Release

North Georgia offers outdoor adventures



“Men need to step up about this topic, too – it’s not 
just about female assault,” she said. “Inappropriate sexual 
comments and actions are not always directed towards 
women. Sexual jokes in a locker room are sexual harass-
ment. Just because the victim does not complain and is 
changing at the gym doesn’t mean that that person feels 
like it is OK. 

“A lot of times, because of silence, the aggressors think 
it is OK to talk that way, or because of the attitude of ‘boys 

will be boys,’ but it is unprofessional and goes against 
what the Army stands for,” she continued.

By standing up and speaking against sexual harassment 
and assault, Soldiers of both sexes are living up to Army 
values and are proving themselves to be good leaders, she 
continued.

“It is their duty to protect and serve, even if that means 
from each other,” she said.

Even bystanders can be affected by sexual comments or 
actions, even if they are not the target, Johnson added.

“That type of behavior affects their work environment 

and their attitude,” said the sexual assault response coor-
dinator. “They might fear that they will be next. It makes a 
hostile environment for that person. There is just no place 
for this type of behavior.”

Soldiers are mandated to report something that is con-
sidered harassment or assault, no matter their personal 
feelings about the situation, she continued. 

“Some people may think they are poking their nose into 
someone else’s business, but it is their duty to make that 
report— to stand up and have a voice in the situation,” 
said Johnson. “A voice unheard is an Army defeated.”
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SHARP: Soldiers asked to stand up against assault
Continued from Page C1

Religious Services
UPCoMIng SERVICES
Living Last Supper, April 13, 7 p.m., Main 

Post Chapel

Holy Thursday, April 17, 7 p.m., Main Post 
Chapel

Holy Thursday, April 17, Protestant, noon, 
Headquarters Chapel

Good Friday, April 18, Catholic, 3 p.m. (Sta-
tions of the Cross) and 7 p.m. (Liturgy), Main 
Post Chapel

Good Friday, April 18, Protestantm noon, 
Headquarters Chapel

Holy Saturday, April 19, Catholic, 8 p.m., 
Main Post Chapel

Holy Saturday, April 19, Protestant, 11 a.m., 
Main Post Chapel

EASTER SERVICES
Postwide Easter Sunrise Service, 6:30 a.m., 

Wings Chapel

Latter-Day Saint Service, 8 a.m., Wings 
Chapel

Catholic Mass, 9 a.m., Main Post Chapel
 
Wings Contemporary Service, 10:45 a.m., 

Wings Chapel

For additional information, please call 255-
2989 or 255-2012.

WoRSHIP SERVICES

Except as noted, all services are on Sunday.

Headquarters Chapel, Building 
109
8 a.m. Multi-Cultural Worship Service

Main Post Chapel, Building 8940
9 a.m. Catholic Mass Sunday
11 a.m. Liturgical Worship Service
12:05 p.m. Catholic Mass (Tuesday - Friday)
4:00 p.m. Catholic Confessions Saturday 
5:00 p.m. Catholic Mass Saturday

Wings Chapel, Building 6036
8 a.m. Latter-Day Saints Worship Service, 

Sundays.
9:30 a.m. Protestant Sunday School
10:45 a.m. Wings Contemporary Worship 

Protestant Service.

Spiritual Life Center, Building 
8939
10:45 a.m. CCD (except during summer 

months).

BIBLE STUDIES
Tuesday —
9 a.m. Protestant Women of the Chapel, 

Wings Chapel
5:30 p.m. Youth Group Bible Study, Spiritual 

Life Center
6 p.m.  Protestant Women of the Chapel, 

Wings Chapel
7 p.m. Adult Bible Study, Spiritual Life 

Center

Wednesday —
11:00 a.m. Above the Best Bible Study, Yano 

Hall
11:30 a.m. 164th TAOG Bible Study, Bldg 

30501
12:00 p.m. Adult Bible Study, Soldier Service 

Center
6 p.m. Adult Bible Study, Spiritual Life 

Center

Thursday —
9 a.m. Adult Bible Study, Spiritual Life 

Center
6:30 p.m. Wings Bible Study (Meal/Bible 

Study), Wings Chapel

Mothers of Preschoolers (MOPS)
MOPS is a Christian-based mom’s group.  

MOPS is about meeting the needs of every 
mom of a child from conception through 
kindergarten.  MOPS will meet every first and 
third Thursday, 9 a.m. at Spiritual Life Center, 
Bldg 8939.  For more information, call the 
Religious Support Office at 255-2989.

Protestant Men of the Chapel 
(PMOC)
PMOC meets the first Saturday of each 

month at 8:00 a.m. – 9:00 a.m. at Ryan’s 

Restaurant in Enterprise, AL.  Men are 
encouraged to attend for a time of fellow-
ship and a short devotion.  Free breakfast is 
provided.

Protestant Women of the Chapel 
(PWOC)
PWOC meets every Tuesday at 9:00 a.m. 

and 6:00 p.m. at Wings Chapel, Bldg 6036. 
Childcare provided only at 9:00 a.m.  For 
more information, call 255-2989.

Catholic Women of the Chapel 
(CWOC)
CWOC meets every Wednesday, 8:30 a.m. 

– 10:30 a.m., at the Spiritual Life Center. 
Childcare provided.  For more information, 
call 255-9894.

Youth Groups / Club Beyond 
Tuesdays, 5:30 p.m., Spiritual Life Center.  

For more information call 255-9995.

Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) 
AA is a fellowship of men and women who 

share their experience, strength and hope 
with each other that they may solve their 
common problem and help others to recover 
from the use of alcohol.  This program is 
focused on spirituality and religion, having 
an impact on changing a person’s life.   AA 
meets every Thursday evening, 7:00 p.m., at 
the Spiritual Life Center (Bldg 8939, Room 
38).  For more information, contact the 
Religious Support Office, 334-255-2989.  

For more information about ani-
mal adoptions, call the Veterinary 
Clinic at 255-9061. The Stray Facil-
ity needs donations such as dry 
or canned foods for cats, dogs, 
kittens and puppies, as well as 
blankets, toys and towels. Dona-
tions can be dropped off at the 
Veterinary Clinic. 

Adopt a pet

Visit us online at www.armyflier.com.
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Always support your  fellow Soldier. 

Remember ACE – Ask, Care and Escort. 

Your ad could be
here for only
$96PER MONTH
Call Mable Ruttlen for more
information at 334-393-9713

307 N. Main Street
ENTERPRISE

www.christmissions.org

For Donation Pickup Call

393-4471

Christian Mission
Bargain Centers

347-GIVE

$5.00
RX Plan
Get a month

Supply of certain
medications!

Elba

SUNDAY 2-4

13 Overlook Pass • 5 bedroom, 4 bath,
granite, fireplace, 4465 sq ft, finished

basement, priced at $398,000.

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT:
Dennis Scott at 334-618-6950

or dennis@geordancommunities.com



Two teams took to the court to determine 
the winner of the 2014 Fort Rucker Intra-
mural Post Championship game, but pen-
alty after penalty allowed one team to walk 
away with the title April 3.

The 1st Battalion, 11th Aviation Regi-
ment Eagles beat Get Down & Lay Down, 
a team made up of Soldiers from various 
units, in two games to win the champion-
ship for the second year in a row.

“You just can’t underestimate the heart 
of a champion,” said 1st Sgt. Michael 
Delaney, coach for the Eagles. “(My team) 
brought everything they had tonight and 
laid it all out there on the court. I don’t 
think they were going to go home tonight 
unless they won.”

Like last year, the Eagles came up from 
the loser’s bracket after losing to Get 
Down earlier in the playoffs, so they had to 
win two games in a row to take home the 
championship.

With superior shooting and a strong de-
fense, the 1-11th managed to stay ahead of 
their opponents. Delaney made sure to sub 
out his players frequently throughout the 
game to give his players the opportunity to 
stay rested for what he knew to be a long 

two games.
“We were just a little more intense (than 

the other team),” said Delaney. “They 
didn’t sub as well during that first game 
while I was rotating all the players I could 
to give everyone time to rest while we had 
the lead. (Get Down) seemed like they were 
really tired that second game and it seemed 
easier to get them out of their rhythm.”

The games started as the Eagles got the 
tipoff, followed by a layup to score the first 
shot of the game.

Their defense held strong to keep their 
opponents from scoring and managed to 
extend their lead further before Get Down 
had a chance to get to the basket.

Get Down was able to get onto the score-
board minutes into the game and pushed 
hard to stay on the heels of the 1-11th.

Despite multiple steals, the Eagles man-
aged to tighten their defense and hold on 
to the lead, which didn’t last long as Get 
Down stepped up their offense to take the 
lead about halfway through the quarter.

Personal fouls against the Eagles gave 
them the chance to sink two free throws 
and retake the lead as the quarter ended, 
10-8.

The lead bounced back and forth for 
much of the first half as both teams played 
strong, but fouls against Get Down gave 

the 1-11th the chance to pull ahead, and 
they managed to gain a comfortable lead 
by the end of the half, 25-14.

Going into the second half, Get Down 
had their work cut out for them if they 
wanted to turn things around, but the Ea-
gles managed to score first despite not hav-
ing had possession to start.

The 1-11th continued to play strong and 
their opponents were able to match their 
intensity, but not before the Eagles com-
manded a 15-point lead before the end of 
the third quarter.

The teams were going point for point in 
the fourth quarter and the Eagles weren’t 
letting up to give their opponents the 
chance to catch up.

A string up personal fouls against both 
teams allowed Get Down to sink free 
throws to slowly close the gap, but they 
couldn’t outpace their opponents offen-
sively to do enough damage before the first 
game ended, 55-44.

With everything riding on the final game, 
both teams started off aggressively and Get 

Down managed to score right out of the 
gate, but the Eagles followed suit and the 
teams went point for point for much of the 
first quarter.

Get Down, again plagued with personal 
fouls, gave up points to their opponents, al-
lowing the 1-11th to take the lead by six 
points going into the second quarter.

Get Down was able to pull back up on 
the heels of their opponents and come 
within one point, but more fouls gave the 
Eagles the chance to, again, pull away.

The over-aggressive play style by Get 
Down made it difficult for them to over-
take their opponents with the constant pen-
alties, but they managed to keep the score 
close for most of the half.

As the second half started up, the Eagles 
offense managed to break through their op-
ponent’s defense and gain a 10-point lead.

As time was running out, Get Down, 
only four points behind, dug deep to close 
the gap during the closing seconds, but 
penalty after penalty held them back and 
the Eagles took the championship, 53-47.
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Sports  clear vision
April is Women’s Eye 
Health and Safety Month 

story on Page D3

Marcus Hart, player for the Eagles, pushes past an opposing player during the 2014 Fort Rucker 
Intramural Post Championship game at the Fort Rucker Physical Fitness Center April 3.

Photos by NathaN Pfau

and Health

THE CHAMPS
By Nathan Pfau
Army Flier Staff Writer

1-11th Eagles win hoops crown

Denzel West, player for the Eagles, goes up for a layup.

ROVR
Military Families value their 

electronic health record system and 
are grateful that they no longer have 
to take paper copies of their health 
records with them each time they 
move. 

Now, the U.S. Army Public 
Health Command is training veteri-
nary personnel on a similar system 
for government-owned animals and 
privately-owned animals belonging 
to military Families. 

The new system is called the 
Remote Online Veterinary Record. 
The system will offer Army veteri-
nary service personnel worldwide 
new methods for recording and 
maintaining veterinary clinical in-
formation about the animals they 
treat.

“ROVR is a secure, Web-based 
application that provides the means 
to electronically record, store, re-
trieve and transmit the elements of 
veterinary clinical encounters at all 
levels of care,” said Col. Erik Tor-
ring, deputy commander for veteri-
nary services at the USAPHC. “It is 
a state-of-the-art means to collect, 
manage, analyze, and report data 
and information rapidly and ac-
curately to all levels of the Depart-
ment of Defense.”

The Army provides veterinary 
health services for all components 
of the DOD and to other govern-
mental agencies with complete vet-
erinary medical and surgical care 
for all government-owned animals, 
including those belonging to other 

governmental agencies, such as the 
Secret Service, Border Patrol, Cus-
toms Service and the Transportation 
Security Administration.

Currently, veterinary personnel 
document their clinical findings and 
other statistical data using hard copy 
records, spreadsheets and other da-
tabases. These methods lack the 
ability to encrypt data, don’t allow 
access by all veterinary personnel 
and are generally hard to manage, 
according to Michael Tackett, U.S. 
Army Medical Information Tech-
nology Center Veterinary Services 
systems management program 
manager.

“The DOD veterinary services 
community operates in approxi-
mately 144 sites worldwide,” said 
Tackett. “The new system will be 
capable of encrypting data and pro-
viding worldwide access for veteri-
nary service personnel in theater or 
garrison.”

ROVR was designed to ad-
dress many of the concerns of the 
veterinary community and is be-
ing trained and fielded throughout 
the USAPHC regional commands 
across the world through April. 

“Access to this system is based 
on a user’s common access card,” 
said Lt. Col. Kay Burkman, vet-
erinary staff officer at Joint Base 
San Antonio, Texas. “ROVR will 
create patient records that can be 
transferred and shared, with access 
worldwide using the CAC.”

Burkman has been involved with 
this project since it was first con-
ceived in 2005. She has spent the 
last 2 1/2 years working primarily 
on program development, beta test-

ing and devising training.
“Every clinic is different, so we 

tailor our training to meet the needs 
of those using the system,” she 
said. “A facility exclusively treating 
government-owned animals will 
have slightly different needs than 
one that treats primarily privately-
owned animals.

“In February, we trained vet-
erinary treatment facility personnel 
from Aberdeen Proving Ground 
(Md.) and Carlisle Barracks (Pa.) 
on how to use this system,” Burk-
man said. “We have already trained 
veterinary personnel at more than 
100 VTFs, including Joint Base San 
Antonio, Texas, and veterinary per-
sonnel have been very enthusiastic 
about ROVR’s capabilities.”

The system has a lot of benefits 
for VTF users as well as pet own-
ers, according to Burkman. ROVR 
even has more functionality than 
the current electronic health system 
for military beneficiaries, she said.

One of the biggest benefits to 
pet owners is that the information 
stored in the system can be trans-
ferred to any military VTF around 
the world. This will make a differ-
ence for those who take pets with 
them when they have a permanent 
change of station.

The same is true for military 
working dogs and other govern-
ment-owned animals, such as the 
caisson horses used at Fort Belvoir, 
Va. Information on the animals’ past 
and present health will be available 
to any veterinary provider with a 
CAC.

“ROVR provides the function-
alities necessary to consolidate the 
144 independent veterinary treat-
ment facilities into a global practice 
with the capability to provide stan-
dardized, evidence-based veteri-
nary care to any animal, anywhere,” 
Burkman said.

In addition, ROVR will be able 
to help track animal disease trends, 

clinic inventory, manage appoint-
ments, provide billing statements, 
track drug interactions, generate 
rabies and veterinary health cer-
tificates, and support clinical docu-
mentation of patient records.

Although the USAPHC is host-
ing the training, many veterinary 
services personnel, the DOD Veter-
inary Services Activity, the Defense 
Health Agency and DOD’s Health 
Affairs contributed to the design of 
the system, and are involved in the 
management of the system. These 
organizations, animals and owners 
will benefit from the information 
available in the system, according 
to Torring.

“The entire program, including 
development, testing and fielding 
has been a huge team effort,” said 
Tackett. “This is a partnership that 
will improve patient care by auto-
mating medical records and pro-
viding worldwide access from any 
CAC-enabled government com-
puter.”

ROVR still has some growing to 
do, but, so far, design defects have 
been minimal and will be fixed 
once the system is fielded.

At Aberdeen Proving Ground, 
the veterinary clinic staff, which 
received training in February, is al-
ready using the new system in the 
VTF.

“Change is always challenging,” 
said Carol Bossone, non-appropri-
ated fund veterinarian at the clinic, 
“but this system seems to offer 
functionality that we have not had 
before. I am hopeful that the end 
result will be a valuable tool that is 
versatile, flexible and seamless.” 

By Jane Gervasoni
U.S. Army Public 
Health Command 

Pets get health records 
similar to their owners’

REPEAT

Carol Bossone, veterinarian, gives Maria Schnople’s dog, Daisy, a routine check-up 
at the Aberdeen Proving Ground, Md., veterinary clinic. Information on the dog’s 
health will be entered in the ROVR system and can be accessed by other Army 
veterinarians if Schnople and her dog move to another military installation.

Photo by Rachel PoNdeR
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Army Medicine is near completion on 
the implementation of its secure health-
care-messaging system, Army Medicine 
Secure Messaging Service, to all 52 of its 
military treatment facilities worldwide.

As of March 1, more than 234,000 
Army Medicine healthcare beneficiaries 
and almost 3,000 Army providers have 
signed up for this service, which allows 
the patient and provider to communicate 
on a secure network regarding non-urgent 
healthcare concerns.

The AMSMS network also allows ben-
eficiaries to view their electronic personal 
healthcare record, request appointments, 
request medication refills or renewals, as 
well as allows providers to push important 
preventative care updates to their patients.

Overall, Soldiers, their Families and 
beneficiaries using the AMSMS can ex-
pect a decrease in trips to MTFs and more 
personal communication with their health-

care team. 
“Army Medicine issued nearly 3,000 

AMSMS licenses to healthcare providers 
during Phases I and Phase II in 2012 and 
2013,” said Dr. Terry Newton, information 
technology clinical capability manager. 
“Over the next six months, we will com-
plete deployment of over 1,000 additional 
licenses to primary and specialty care clin-
ics. Similarly, the other branches of mili-
tary service are also executing the same 
secure messaging capability across their 
treatment facility network.”

Many MTFs have been using creative 
marketing ideas to inform their beneficia-
ries about the AMSMS and the many rea-
sons why they should be using it. Clinics 
have been placing posters at facilities and 
updating their waiting room videos to in-
clude AMSMS information.

Although many MTF’s AMSMS pro-
grams have not been up and running until 
recently, a few locations currently lead-
ing in participation are Fox Army Health 
Center, Lyster Army Health Clinic, Keller 

Army Community Hospital and Dunham 
Army Health Clinic. Many of the practices 
have more than 60 percent of their benefi-
ciaries using the AMSMS.

“These MTFs have had the support 
of their leadership and are utilizing high 
performing teams to make their practices 
more team-based and patient centered 
through the robust use of tools such as the 
AMSMS,” said Newton.

Although they use a different name for 
their secure messaging system, both the 
Air Force and Navy have made consider-
able progress signing up users. Both sister 
services have roughly 573,000 users now 
enrolled combined. This joint venture has 
more than 850,000 combined users through 
all services, as well as roughly 7,600 pro-
viders and more than 17,500 primary care 
team members using the system.

The civilian healthcare sector is also 
moving towards offering more patient 
portals since this service will assist benefi-
ciaries in making smarter non-urgent care 
decisions rather than sitting in a waiting 

room or going to an urgent care facility.
“The AMSMS is an easy to use secure 

communication tool that has the potential 
to significantly impact care to beneficia-
ries by engaging them in convenient ways 
and times to build relationships, improve 
access to information and reduce the need 
for so many visits to their primary care 
clinic,” Newton said. “Secure messaging 
is a critical tool in helping Army Medicine 
achieve the Quadruple Aim of improving 
the patient’s experience, improving popu-
lation health and readiness while reducing 
per capita costs.”

A recent secure messaging satisfac-
tion survey demonstrated that 97 percent 
of more than 12,000 survey respondents 
were satisfied with their secure messag-
ing transaction and more than 86 percent 
agreed it helped them avoid a trip to an 
emergency room or an MTF for a medical 
problem.

To find out more about AMSMS people 
should ask their healthcare team during 
their next visit.
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By Kirk Frady 
Army Medicine Public Affairs

Army secure healthcare messaging fielding near completion

Women are often responsible 
for taking care of their Family’s 
health concerns, but often neglect 
their own health, including the 
health of their eyes. 

Women account for two-thirds 
of the people in the world af-
fected by visual impairments 
and blindness, even though they 
represent only 53 percent of the 
population. 

The rate of eye disease is on the 
rise in the United States, mostly 
because people are living longer. 

Women, on average, live lon-
ger than men. As a result, more 
women are susceptible to age-re-
lated eye diseases, such as macu-
lar degeneration, cataracts, dry 
eyes, glaucoma, diabetic changes 
of the eye and other conditions. 

Because of this, Prevent Blind-
ness America has designated 
April as Women’s Eye Health 
and Safety Month to help edu-
cate women about the steps they 
should take to make eye health a 
priority. 

While the following recom-
mendations apply to everyone, 
during April the emphasis is for 
women to take care of themselves 
as well as their Families.

Get routine eye care 
Many causes of eye-related 

problems are preventable, so all 
women should make eye exami-
nations a regular part of their 
healthcare routine. Even if no 
eye-related symptoms are pres-
ent, it is recommended that all 
women receive a comprehen-
sive eye examination at least by 
the age of 40 and obtain routine 
follow-up care as recommended 
by their eye care professional. 
Remember that an eye exam 
evaluates much more than just 
blurry vision. 

Know your Family history
Genetics plays an important 

role in what diseases people 
may be at risk for, including eye 
diseases. It is important to noti-
fy your eye care professional of 
any conditions that your ances-
tors may have had. In some cas-
es, this information may prevent 
or lessen the possibility of those 
conditions occurring in you.

Eat healthy and exercise
Eating healthy foods and ex-

ercising regularly are important 
in maintaining a proper weight 
and reducing the risk for certain 
conditions. Healthy habits can 
also help guard against vision 
loss. Obesity, a lack of exercise, 
stress and a bad diet can affect 
the health of your eyes. 

Avoid smoke
Smoking, including second-

hand smoke, increases the risk 
for certain eye diseases, such as 
cataracts and macular degenera-
tion. Avoid smoking and being 
around secondhand smoke.

Wear good sunglasses
Ultraviolet light exposure has 

also been linked to the develop-
ment of cataracts and macular 

degeneration. When people are 
outside, it is recommended they 
wear wide-brimmed hats and 
sunglasses with 100-percent UV 
protection.

Use cosmetics, contacts safely
The rules for using cosmet-

ics and contact lenses safely 
are easy. Wash your hands first. 
Throw away old makeup and 
contacts. Do not share them 
with others. Do not apply them 

while driving. By following 
these directions, individuals can 
prevent serious eye infections 
that could result in permanent 
vision loss.

Remember, if you are respon-
sible for making certain that ev-
eryone is healthy, it is important 
to continue to take care of your-
self. Taking care of your eyes is 
an easy way to assist in meeting 
those important functions for 
years to come. 

By Tri-Service Vision 
Conservation and Readiness 
Program Staff
U.S. Army Public Health 
Command 

April a focus on women’s eye health, safety
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April has been designated as Women’s Eye Health and Safety Month to help educate women about the steps they should take 
to make eye health a priority.
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Military Child 3Free Bowling
Rucker Lanes will celebrate Month of the 

Military Child with Military Child 3Free 
Bowling weekdays now through April 30. 
Military children will get up to three free 
games of bowling and free shoe rental – of-
fer good for up to three children up to age 
13 – when at least one parent bowls with the 
children for $8.50. The offer will only be 
available at Rucker Lanes Mondays-Fridays 
in April. The event is open to the public and 
exceptional Family member-friendly. 

For more information, call 255-9503.

Scuba course
The Fort Rucker Aquarians Dive Club 

will sponsor a scuba certification course 
beginning Monday at 6:30 p.m. at the Fort 
Rucker Physical Fitness Center indoor 
pool. After the first class, the course will 
meet Monday and Wednesday nights for no 
less than six weeks and no more than sev-
en weeks, dependent on the weather. One 
weekend will be required at the end of the 
course to complete open water training in 
the Gulf of Mexico. 

 For information, call George Perez at 
774-3483 or 347-6936.

Spin Challenge
The Fortenberry-Colton Physical Fitness 

Center will hold a two-hour spin challenge 
Tuesday from 5:30-7:30 p.m. The cost is 
$3.50 or people may use their Fitness Card. 
Door prizes will be given and refreshments 
will be provided. The event is open to all 
authorized patrons. 

For more information, call 255-3794.

Silver Wings Golf Course Big Break I
Silver Wings Golf Course will host a 

competition for four-person teams in golf 
skills challenges for the title of Big Break 
Champions April 19 at 2 p.m. The skills are 

Glass Break, Lob Wall, Three Jack, Pitch 
Perfect and Right Down the Middle. The 
cost is $60 per team. Golf shop merchan-
dise gift certificates will go to the top per-
forming team. Entry forms will be available 
in the golf shop. Big Break Parts II and III 
are scheduled for May 3 and 17. 

For more information, call 598-2449.

Youth fishing tournament 
Outdoor recreation will host a youth 

fishing tournament April 19 from 7–11 a.m. 
at Parcours Lake. Youth, ages 3–15, are 
allowed to fish in the tournament with an 
escort. Cost is $10 per person. Live bait is 
permitted, but no minnows. Prizes will be 
awarded for first, second and third places. 

For more information, call 255-4305.

1-pitch Softball tourney, home run 
derby

The Fort Rucker Physical Fitness Center 
will hold a one-pitch softball tournament 
and home run derby April 19, beginning at 8 
a.m. at the Fort Rucker PFC Softball Com-
plex. There is a $150 entry fee per team for 
one-pitch round-robin and single-elimina-
tion tournaments. All teams are guaranteed 
three games in the round-robin tournament. 
Winners of the round-robin will advance to 
the single-elimination tournament. U-trip 
rules will apply and there is a 12-team limit. 
Registration is required by close of business 
Monday for the tournament.  The event is 
open to the public. 

For more information, call 255-2296.

Enterprise Baseball
Enterprise’s semi-pro baseball team 

needs players for its games against Eufala 
Saturday and Sunday – high school age and 
adults. Interested players should show up at 
3 p.m. at Peavy Park in Enterprise.

For more information, call 347-4275.

Thunder on Tholocco
Fort Rucker will host the eighth annual 

Thunder on Tholocco April 26 from 11 
a.m. to 5 p.m. at West Beach, Lake Tho-
locco. People are welcome to bring a chair 
or blanket and watch multi-class outboard 
drag boat racing. 

The high-performance machines reach 
speeds in excess of 100 mph. The event will 
also feature wakeboarding demonstrations 
throughout the day. People looking to get 
a piece of the action will be able to sign up 
for a kayak or canoe race, try out the paddle 
boats, or see how far they can make it down 
the inflatable slip and slide. There will also 
be food vendors. 

The event opens at 9 a.m. and the race 
begins at 11 a.m. Ticket prices are $5 in 
advance, $7 at the gate, and free for chil-
dren ages 12 and younger. The event will be 
open to the public. No pets, backpacks or 
glass containers will be permitted. 

For more information, call 255-1749.

Army 10-Miler Run Off 
Fort Rucker will host its annual Army 

10-Miler Run Off and Team Relay May 3 
from 7-11 a.m. at the Fort Rucker Physi-
cal Fitness Center. Race-day registration 
will begin at 6 a.m. and the race will be-
gin at 7 a.m. Pre-registration is $20 prior to 
April 27 and will cost $25 beginning April 
28. Registration fee for a five-person relay 
team will be $10 per person, with a $12 no-
shirt option. Top active-duty finishers will 
be considered for the team to represent Fort 
Rucker at the 10-Miler Run in Washing-
ton, D.C. Trophies will be awarded to the 
overall male and female, masters male and 
female, grand masters male and female, and 
male and female second-11th place finish-
ers. First-, second- and third-place trophies 
will be awarded to the relay teams. 

For more information, call 255-3794.

Sports Briefs
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(Editor’s note: All opinions stated in the 
Video Game Spotlight are solely those of 
the article’s author.)

With the “Lord of the Rings” LEGO 
video game reaching critical and popular 
acclaim and the latest “The Hobbit: The 
Desolation of Smaug” film, it makes sense 
that the two would meet and we’d have a 
LEGO Hobbit game. 

The good news is that it does a good job 
following the events of the films, keeps the 
fun of the “Lord of the Rings” LEGO game 
and maintains the sense of humor we’ve 
come to expect from all LEGO games. 

This game follows Bilbo Baggins as 
he is recruited by Gandalf to help Thorin 
Oakenshield and his band of dwarves. Bil-
bo leaves the Shire to go on a long journey 
to accompany the dwarves on a journey to 
reclaim their lost kingdom. There are trolls 
to fight and avoid, orcs, the precious Ring, 
and Gollum. Gamers must use the char-
acters to both fight enemies and to solve 
the creative and often challenging puzzles. 
There are also treasure quests, gems to 
be mined and the ability to craft magical 

items and build LEGO structures. 
Each of the playable characters has a 

special ability. One of the dwarves, for ex-
ample, can use his belly as a trampoline to 
help other characters reach lofty heights. 
The ultimate goal of “LEGO: The Hobbit” 
is to wear the one true Ring. 

Gamers who have played LEGO video 
games before will feel instantly at home 
and new gamers will pick things up quick-
ly. Like other LEGO games, there is drop 
in and out co-op play, which allows friends 
to play together or for a parent to help a 
younger gamer get through tough spots.

“LEGO: The Hobbit” is another fine 
addition to the LEGO video game collec-
tion. It’s great for LEGO fans and fans of 
Middle Earth. 

Reviewed on the Xbox 360

Video Game Spotlight >>

‘The Hobbit’ fitting addition to LEGO series
By Jim Van Slyke
Contributing Writer

Publisher 
Warner Brothers

Rated 
Everyone
Systems
Multiple

Cost
$30-60

Overall 
3 out of 4
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