
Many people found themselves under ar-
rest and incarcerated during the Fort Rucker 
Army Emergency Relief Jail-a-Thon April 
18.

More than 100 people were arrested and 
$4,750 was raised for Fort Rucker’s AER 
program during the event that found many, 
including many of the installation’s leaders, 
guilty and behind bars, according to Maj. 
Anthony J. Whittaker, AER campaign co-
ordinator.

“This is my second year participating, 
but from what I saw, people had a lot of fun 
with it. Some people try to hide, but every-
one really enjoys it,” he said. “People have 
been asking about it since the campaign 
started — it’s always the first thing people 
ask about.”

Amid those arrested and found guilty 
were the garrison command team, includ-
ing Col. Stuart J. McRae, Fort Rucker gar-
rison commander, Command Sgt. Maj. Bu-
ford E. Noland, garrison command sergeant 
major, and Justin O. Mitchell, Fort Rucker 
deputy garrison commander.

All but Noland of the three had to spend 
the allotted time in the makeshift jail at the 
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Justin O. Mitchell, Fort Rucker deputy garrison commander, and Col. Stuart J. McRae, Fort Rucker garrison commander, serve their time behind bars in a 
makeshift jail at the post exchange parking lot during Fort Rucker AER’s Jail-a-Thon April 18.

By Nathan Pfau
Army Flier Staff Writer

Impact. George W. “Bill” Foley made 
tons of it within Army Aviation and with 
countless people, and now the loss of the 
man reverberates throughout the Branch 
and beyond.

Foley, a retired chief warrant officer 5 
and Aviation project officer for the U.S. 
Army Aviation Center of Excellence Di-
rectorate of Training and Doctrine, passed 
away from an illness April 16.

Foley directly influenced many major 
Aviation programs over his 30 years of ac-
tive service, according to Robert D. Carter, 
deputy director of DOTD. 

“He was instrumental in the fielding of 
the night vision goggles, the testing and 
development of tactics, techniques, and 

Foley leaves behind 
lasting impact, legacy

See imPact, Page a5
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Lt. Col. Raymond J. Herrera (far right), 1st Bn., 212th Avn. Regt. commander, troops the line with Col. 
Kevin J. Christensen, 110th Avn. Bde. commander, Maj. Salamasinaleilani T. Strokin, 1st Bn., 212th 
Avn. Regt. executive officer, and Lt. Col. Ronald L. Ells, outgoing 1st Bn., 212th Avn. Regt. commander, 
during a change of command ceremony at Howze Field Friday.

As clouds filled the sky and rain threat-
ened to soak Soldiers standing in formation, 
Fort Rucker welcomed the new commander 
of the 1st Battalion, 212th Aviation Regi-
ment.

Lt. Col. Raymond J. Herrera took the 
reins of the battalion from outgoing com-

mander Lt. Col. Ronald L. Ells during a 
ceremony Friday at Howze Field.

“We’re here today to celebrate the ac-
complishments of the 1st-212th under the 
great leadership of Lt. Col. Ron Ells, and 
welcome Lt. Col. Ray Herrera to this great 
team,” said Col. Kevin J. Christensen, com-
mander of the 110th Aviation Brigade. 

1-212th welcomes commander

See 1-212th, Page a5

By Nathan Pfau
Army Flier Staff Writer

By Jim Hughes
Command Information Officer

Aviation
Branch 
turns 30
Aviation Branch Command Sgt. Maj. James H. Thomson; CW5 Mi-
chael L. Reese, chief warrant officer of the Aviation Branch; retired 
Lt. Gen. Ellis D. Parker; and Maj. Gen. Kevin W. Mangum, USAACE 
and Fort Rucker commanding general, cut the Army Aviation 30th 
birthday cake at the birthday ball Friday at The Landing. For more, 
see Page A3.
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Retired CW5 George W. “Bill” Foley during his 
active-duty Army days.

Post officials jailed for good cause
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Perspective

Spc. Dafeney Williams, 
164th TAOG  

“Have an additional person 
in your group that will not be 
participating in the activities 
that will call 911 if needed.”

“People need to pay at-
tention to things they were 
taught in the boating safety 
courses. Make sure you do 
not drink while boating, make 
sure everyone on the boat has 
a floatation device and do a 
proper risk assessment before 
going out.” 

“Don’t swim during bad 
weather. Always swim with 
someone, never swim alone. 
Use a lifejacket if you need to. 
Do not mix alcohol with swim-
ming or boating.”

“Be cautious with children, 
since they will be on spring 
and summer break. Make sure 
they are able to swim and if 
they are not they should have 
a swimming aid and a parent or 
guardian watching over them.”

Sgt. Braxton Henry, 
164th TAOG HHC

Staff Sgt. Damian Wiles, 
1-58th AOB 

Spc. Andre Johnson, 
597th Maintenance 

Detachment   

Thunder on Tholocco kicks off Saturday at 11 a.m. What safety tips should Soldiers 
and Families follow while enjoying aquatic activities this spring and summer?“ ”

“Bring an additional person 
to supervise while your party 
swims, or try to have a person 
who has had some type of 
aquatic profession in your 
party— someone that is a 
strong swimmer or has been a 
lifeguard before.” 

Pfc. Kenneth Sauceda, 
1-58th AOB  
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Statement of Publication 

authorization
The Army Flier is an authorized 

publication for members of the 
Department of Defense. Contents 
of the Army Flier are not necessarily 
the official views of, or endorsed by, 
the U.S. government, or the Depart-
ment of the Army. 

The editorial content of this publica-
tion is the responsibility of the Fort 
Rucker Public Affairs Office. 

Ten thousand copies are published 
weekly by The Dothan Eagle, a private 
company in no way connected with 
the U.S. government under exclu-
sive contract with the Department of 
the Army. 

The appearance of advertising in 

this publication, including inserts or 
supplements, does not constitute 
endorsement by the U.S. Army or 
The Dothan Eagle.

Business matters
For business, advertisements, 

subscriptions or to report printing 
errors, contact The Dothan Eagle, 227 
N. Oates St., Dothan, AL 36303 or 
call (334) 792-3141. 

The Dothan Eagle is responsible for 
all printing matters and commercial 
advertising. 

Deadlines are Friday at 2 p.m. for 
the following week’s edition. 

All editorial content of the Army 
Flier is prepared, edited, provided 
and approved by the Public Affairs 
Office, U.S. Army Aviation Center of 
Excellence and Fort Rucker, AL.

Equal Opportunity Statement
Everything advertised in this pub-

lication shall be made available for 

purchase, use or patronage without 
regard to race, color, religion, sex, 
national origin, age, marital status, 
physical handicap, political affiliation 
or any other non-merit factor of the 
purchaser, user or patron. 

If a violation or rejection of this 
equal opportunity policy by an ad-
vertiser is confirmed, the publisher 
shall refuse to print advertising from 
that source until the violation is 
corrected.

Editorial contacts
Contribute news items or photo-

graphs by contacting the Army Flier, 
Public Affairs Office, U.S. Army 
Aviation Center of Excellence, Fort 
Rucker, AL 36362, or call (334) 
255-2028 or 255-1239; calls to other 
PAO numbers are not normally 
transferable.

If you would like to contact the 
Army Flier by e-mail, please contact 
the editor at jhughes@armyflier.com.

Fort Rucker OSJA 
celebrates Law Day

Law Day is an annual event, which was originally con-
ceived in 1957 when the American Bar Association presi-
dent, Charles Rhynes, envisioned a special national day to 
mark our commitment to the rule of law.  

In 1958, President Dwight D. Eisenhower established 
the first Law Day as “a day of national dedication to the 
principles of government under law.” Law Day was made 
official in 1961 when Congress issued a joint resolution 

designating May 1 as the official date for celebrating Law 
Day. Since then, every president has taken the occasion of 
Law Day to proclaim our nation’s ongoing commitment 
to the democratic rule of law.  

This year’s Law Day theme, “Realizing the Dream: 
Equality for All,” provides an outstanding opportunity 
for the nation to reflect on the importance of our national 
ideal of equality under the law and the role it plays in 
ensuring our freedom. From addressing issues such as 
unequal pay, racial discrimination and religion prejudice, 
our legal system has played an important part in many 

disputes over what is “fair.” 
As we have seen throughout history, fairness under the 

law is not an easy or exact concept to define. Our courts 
and our legal system must consider various aspects of a 
situation when ensuring and protecting equality and fair-
ness — although not perfect, our legal system is the best 
resource we have to ensure equality for all.  

Wednesday, take the time to reflect how our laws have 
positively impacted and formed our society. 

For more information, contact legal assistance at 255-
3482.

By Capt. Tanga Bernal
Fort Rucker Office of the Staff Judge Advocate

JAG: Beware of identity theft
Unfortunately, all too often service 

members are victims of identity theft. In 
fact, many identity thieves specifically 
target service members and their Fami-
lies.  

Phishing is a common tactic used to ob-
tain personal information in order to steal 
identities. Phishing occurs when a fraud-
ulent email is sent claiming to be from a 
legitimate business — often a bank, E-
bay, Amazon, or even the Internal Rev-
enue Service.  

The email message normally states that 
your account information needs to be up-
dated or verified, and then it will direct 
you to a link where you are required to 
enter your personal information. But the 
link is not what it seems — in reality the 
link directs you to a fake site where the 
personal information you enter is used to 
steal your identity. 

Often, the email will contain threats 
that your account is facing suspension 
or closure if you do not comply with the 
email’s demands. If you receive a phishy 
email, forward it to spam@uce.gov. 

Hacking is another tactic used by iden-
tity thieves. The identity thief hacks into 
your email or other online account to ac-
cess your personal information, or into a 
company’s database to access its records. 

In order to protect yourself from hack-
ers, avoid using an obvious password like 
your birth date, your mother’s maiden 
name, or the last four digits of your So-
cial Security number.

Last year, the Red Cross published a 
press release warning of another type of 
scam directed at service members’ Fami-
lies. The scam involves a caller contact-
ing the Family of a deployed Soldier, 
claiming to be from the Red Cross. The 
caller will tell the Family member that 
the Soldier was either injured or killed, 
and will immediately ask for the Soldier’s 
personal information.  

The caller may also request money to 
help cover alleged medical expenses of 
the injured Soldier.  Beware, this is just 
another scam!  The Red Cross will never 
contact the Family members of a Soldier 
to request information or money. If you 
receive such a call, contact your Family 
readiness group or the local military per-
sonnel office.  

While you generally cannot avoid be-
ing contacted by individuals attempting 
to use these types of scams, you can pro-
tect yourself by following the below rec-
ommendations.

Be skeptical. If something sounds too • 
good to be true, it is probably a scam. 
Avoid providing personal information 
over the phone or via email unless you 
know who you are dealing with.
Never click on links sent in unsolicited • 
emails; instead, type in a Web address 
you know.
While deployed, you can have an “Ac-• 
tive Duty Alert” on your credit report. 
This alert requires creditors to verify 

your identity before granting credit in 
your name and it will last for one year. 
A Power of Attorney can place or re-
move the alert — see www.ftc.gov for 
more information.
Keep a close eye on your credit report, • 
bank accounts and credit card state-
ments by visiting www.annualcred-
itreport.com, or calling (877)-322-
8228.

If you are a victim of identity theft, 
file a police report and a complaint with 
the Federal Trade Commission at www.
ftc.gov/idtheaft or by phone at (877) ID-
THEFT. You should also contact the secu-
rity or fraud department of each company 
where an account was opened or charged 
without your approval.  

Service Members and their Families 
can also file a complaint with the Mili-
tary Sentinel at www.ftc.gov/sentinel/
military/. 

Finally, you may contact a legal assis-
tance attorney at 255-3482 for free legal 
advice. 

By Capt. Edwin Caban Jr. 
Fort Rucker Office of the Staff Judge 
Advocate
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Ball celebrates branch’s 30th birthday

Army Aviation celebrated 
its 30th birthday Friday with a 
birthday ball held at The Land-
ing as retired and active Sol-
diers, Families and Department 
of Defense civilians celebrated 
with cake and dancing in their 
finest attire. 

Ball attendees commemorated 
the historic accomplishments 
and the extraordinary contribu-
tions of the men and women of 
Army Aviation since its incep-
tion as a combat arms branch  
April 12, 1983.

Gloria Hendricks, retired 
Army, said she loved the party 
for the “great company, amazing 
food and fun atmosphere.”

“This is my first ball as a civil-
ian. Everyone is happier tonight 
and the speeches were as nice as 
the people. This will definitely 
not be my last ball,” she said.

The many contributions of 
Army Aviation were recognized 
during the evening along with 
the heroic exploits of Army 
Aviators, which were said to be 
“truly awe inspiring” by guest 
speaker Lt. Gen. Daniel B. Al-
lyn, commanding general of 
XVIII Airborne Corps and Fort 
Bragg, N.C. 

Aviation has a relentless focus 
on and dedication to honoring a 
sacred trust with commanders 
and Soldiers on the ground, and 
officials thought it would be fit-
ting to have one of those ground 
commanders speak about what 
Aviation means to him.

“[While serving in Afghani-
stan in 2011-2012] I and the 
heroes I was privileged to serve 
and lead felt the daily impact of 
the exemplary service that Army 
Aviation provides. Aviation helps 
us maintain a decisive edge in 

every battlefield,” he said.
Allyn said that it was hum-

bling to be asked to come to the 
Aviation Center of Excellence 
and celebrate the evening with 
Aviators.

He added that Aviation has 
unique capabilities as a highly 
mobile and integrated member 
of the combined arms team.

“I guarantee you, if you ask 
any Soldier who served in Iraq 
and Afghanistan during the past 
11 years, he or she will tell you 
how valued and empowering 
the Army Aviation presence is 
for them on this battlefield,” he 
said. “Whether providing lethal 
fire, conducting reconnaissance, 

executing air assault operations, 
delivering critical resupply or 
bringing life-saving evacuation 
to the wounded, [Aviators] re-
main relentlessly focused on and 
dedicated to honoring that sa-
cred trust with commanders and 
Soldiers on the ground.” 

Maj. Gen. Kevin W. Mang-
um, USAACE and Fort Rucker 
commanding general and 14th 
Aviation Branch chief; hosted 
the event as three former branch 
chiefs attended the ball as well, 
including the branch’s third 
chief – retired Lt. Gen. Ellis D. 
Parker.

“Here we are celebrating not 
only 30 years of the [Aviation] 

Branch, but what Army Aviation 
has done and continues to do for 
our Army and our nation since 
the end of World War II,” said 
Mangum. 

Aviation operations maneuver 
in the most extreme conditions 
imaginable and in the most de-
manding of environments since 
its construction and ground 
operations do not take that for 
granted, said Allyn. 

“The constant Aviation pres-
ence you provide serves as a 
steady source of courage and 
reassurance to the troopers on 
the ground while serving as a 
constant reminder of coalition 
presence and our resolve to the 

enemies of our nation,” he said. 
Ground operations have asked 

a lot of Army Aviation in the past 
11 years of persistent conflict, ac-
cording to the commander, add-
ing that Aviation has constantly 
delivered on time and on target.

“You make a decisive differ-
ence and I congratulate you on 
a job you do like no other na-
tion on the planet. As we wade 
through this era of uncertainty 
and transition as an Army, I am 
certain of one thing: Army Avia-
tion will continue to provide le-
thal, flexible and unrivaled Avia-
tion support to ground forces 
anywhere in the world,” he said 
as he toasted the Branch.  

Photo by Sara e. martiN

Gloria Hendricks and Kim Holton, retired Army, celebrate their retirement at the Army Aviation 30th Birthday Ball with dancing and socializing Friday at The Landing.  

By Sara E. Martin
Army Flier Staff Writer

News Briefs
Retirement ceremony

Fort Rucker hosts its quarterly retirement ceremony Friday at 2 
p.m. in the U.S. Army Aviation Museum. All are invited to attend 
and honor the service of the Soldiers, civilians and their Families. 

Father-daughter ball
The Fort Rucker Religious Support Office will host its annual 

Father-Daughter Purity Ball Saturday from 5-8:30 p.m. at the Spir-
itual Life Center in Bldg. 8939.  The event will feature a dinner 
and dance designed to give fathers and daughters an opportunity to 
build and strengthen their relationships. The guest speaker will be 
Rev. Nick Peeples, Center Pointe Community Church in Orlando, 
Fla. Tickets are available at suggested donations of $12 per per-
son for father-daughter, and $10 for each additional daughter.  The 
event is for daughters ages 4 and older. Attire is formal or Sunday 
best.  

For more, call Jorge Jimenez at (931) 220-6017.

ACAP relocates
The Fort Rucker Army Career and Alumni Program Center will 

move Monday and Tuesday from its location in Bldg. 5700, Rm. 
185 to the second floor of Bldg. 4502. The move will result in lim-
ited ACAP services Monday to Wednesday.

Under the Vow to Hire Heroes Act, more classroom and office 
space was needed to accommodate new ACAP staff members and 
the number of classes required under the act. 

Under the VOW Act, three two-day voluntary classes for the 
transitioning Soldiers will be phased in throughout fiscal year 
2013: Boots to Business, taught by the Small Business Adminis-
tration, began April 13; the education center will teach a class for 
Soldiers who desire to go to school after they transition; and the 
Veterans Administration will conduct a class for Soldiers who want 
technical training after they transition. 

For more on ACAP, call 255-3932.

Army health care survey

The Army Provider Level Satisfaction Survey is now available 
to active duty Soldiers and Family members through Army Knowl-
edge Online e-mail. Surveys are still mailed to retirees and retiree 
Family members, as well as to active duty and active duty Family 
members whose emails are unavailable.  

Lyster open on DONSAs
Lyster Army Health Clinic is now open on all days of no sched-

uled activities. Clinic hours are from 7:30 a.m. to 4:15 p.m. Mon-
days–Fridays.

Picerne changes name
Corvias Group, a privately-owned, vertically-integrated real es-

tate solutions group, announced April 2 that its military housing 

division will now be called Corvias Military Living, advancing a 
corporate rebranding that began in July with the introduction of the 
company’s new student housing division, Corvias Campus Living.

The switch from Picerne Military Housing to Corvias Military 
Living will help Corvias Group reinforce its brand by unifying the 
names of the established, award-winning, military housing divi-
sion with that of the new student housing division under the parent 
company name.

 “Our name is changing, but our leadership, partnership and in-
novation will not,” said John Picerne, founder and CEO of Corvias 
Group. “For us, providing our service members and their Fami-
lies with improved housing is more than a job; it’s a vocation. Our 
commitment to them remains unchanged, and our customer’s best 
interests remain at the heart of our business decisions.”

The brand transition, including the introduction of all new sig-
nage, is expected to take about one year to 18 months to complete.

Asian Pacific Heritage
The Fort Rucker Main Exchange hosts the Asian Pacific Heri-

tage Month kickoff event May 3 from 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. The 
Alabama Kenjinkai (Okinawa Organization) will perform a tradi-
tional dance and music, and the event will also feature a Korean 
Fan dance, Hula dance, Korean alphabet writing, and martial arts 
and kimchi demonstrations. Equal opportunity will host a sampling 
of a variety of ethnic foods provided by local volunteers and some 
donations from a local Asian restaurant. 

For more, call 598-9423.

597th welcomes new commander
The Fast and Furious 597th Maintenance 

Detachment of the 164th Theater Airfield 
Operations Group received a new com-
mander Friday during a ceremony at Bldg. 
25105B at Knox Airfield.

CW3 Timothy C. Tripp took command 
from CW4 Steven M. Hess, who said that 
Tripp was taking over the best job the Army 
has to offer – commanding the men and 
women of the 597th Maintenance Detach-
ment.

“[Tripp], I wish you continued suc-
cess.  Command is always a privilege and 
an honor, and I have enjoyed my time as 
commander of this great unit,” he said. “I 
am proud of all [that this unit has] accom-
plished.”

Col. Michael L. Shenk, 164th TAOG 
commander, also remarked on the acco-
lades of the small detachment and the privi-
lege of being its commander.

“I am proud of this small, yet important 
detachment of Soldiers. This [position] is 
offered to very few highly qualified war-
rant officers across our Army. The 597th is 
a one-of-a-kind unit with an expansive mis-
sion,” he said. “The Army counts on these 
Soldiers and their leaders to troubleshoot, 
repair and reset highly complex and critical 
air traffic services equipment.”

The new detachment commander said 
that it was indeed a privilege to take com-

mand and that he was “truly honored.”
“As a warrant officer, we don’t get many 

chances or opportunities like this. I look 
forward to deployment, getting them ready 
to go and to just taking care of the Sol-
diers,” he said.

Tripp has spent the last 30 days with the 
detachment getting used to daily business. 
He began his career at Fort Jackson, S.C., 
as a radio repairman and has taken part in 
five deployments since his enlistment in 
1993. 

Nine members of the unit are currently 

forward deployed in support of Operation 
Enduring Freedom, where they are per-
forming air traffic support services, equip-
ment repair and supply support. 

In the last 18 months, the detachment has 
gone through several changes, according to 
the outgoing commander, who will be re-
turning to Fort Hood, Texas.

“Nearly 18 months ago I took over as 
detachment commander in a historic event. 
Capt. Brad DeLoach cased the company 
colors as the last company commander of 
the 597th and I encased the detachment 

colors and took over as first detachment 
commander,” said Hess during his outgo-
ing speech.

Due to the restructuring of the detach-
ment, the 597th has transitioned 24 Soldiers 
into new areas in their careers, he said.

“Even with the loss of personnel, our 
mission has never faltered. Soldiers have 
stepped up to the challenge of doing more 
with less,” he added.

Some of the detachment’s major accom-
plishments under Hess’s command have 
been: the construction of four Tactical Ter-
minal Control Systems, the repair and fab-
rication of the unit’s own mockup 7A tac-
tical tower into a fully functional system, 
four deployments and redeployments, and 
numerous deployment reset missions. 

The Soldiers of the detachment have re-
ceived numerous awards as well. 

“Soldiers have been recognized as distin-
guished honor graduates, honor graduates, 
have made commandants lists and have 
even earned leadership awards. We have 
also had the NCO and Soldier of the year 
for the brigade last year,” said Hess. 

Tripp said that their achievements are 
proof that Soldiers can perform sustain-
ment level maintenance. 

“We will continue to have the challenge 
of ongoing deployments, training exercises 
and an assortment of unorthodox mainte-
nance support requests. They will never be 
easy, but I know that each of you will rise 
to the occasion,” he said.

By Sara E. Martin
Army Flier Staff Writer

Photo by Sara e. martiN

CW3 Timothy C. Tripp takes command of the Fast and Furious 597th Maintenance Detachment of 164th 
Theater Airfield Operations Group from CW4 Steven M. Hess through Col. Michael L. Shenk, 164th TAOG 
commander, Friday at Knox Airfield. 
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Bldg. 8937 Red Cloud Road, Fort Rucker Across from the Commissary
341 North Daleville Avenue, Daleville
(334) 598-4411 www.aacfcu.com

Army Aviation Center
Federal Credit Union®

*APR means annual percentage rate. Rates good for May 3 and 4, 2013 only. **Autos: 72 months available on new units and 1 year old on $20,000 or more; 84 months available on new units and 1 year old on
$30,000 or more. Used Autos are considered 2 and 3 years old. **Boats: Up to 60 months available on units under $15,000; Up to 120 months available on units over $15,000. **Recreational Vehicles: Up to 60
months available on units under $20,000; Up to 143 months available on units $20,000-$49,999; Up to 180 months available on units over $50,000.

Wiregrass Area’s Largest
Car, Truck, Boat & RV Sale
2 Days Only! May 3 & 4

8 a.m. until dark
Next to Culpepper Park in Daleville

GET PREAPPROVED BEFORE YOU SHOP OR APPLY
AT THE SALE TO GET OURLOW RATES!
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Distracted driving potentially deadly

As temperatures rise, more people are 
hitting the outdoors, increasing the poten-
tial for encounters with distracted drivers, 
but Fort Rucker’s Directorate of Public 
Safety wants to make sure motorists and 
pedestrians are safe while on the instal-
lation.

When most people think of distract-
ed driving, most think about using cell 
phones and texting while driving, but 
Peggy Contreras, Fort Rucker Communi-
ty Police supervisor, said a host of other 
things qualify as distracted driving.

 “There are many things that some peo-
ple don’t consider to be distracted driv-
ing,” she said. “Fooling with the radio or 
[global positioning satellite device], driv-
ing down the road and putting on makeup 
or fooling with the mirror, or even eating 
on the run are all considered distracted 
driving.”

Distracted driving is anything that 
takes the driver’s attention away from his 
or her responsibilities to properly operate 

a vehicle, according to Contreras. Falling 
prey to any of these distractions while op-
erating a motor vehicle can lead to dire 
consequences, including death.

Other examples of distracted driving in-
clude loud music, driving with earphones 
in, talking on the phone, texting and even 
having a conversation with other people 
in the car.

“A lot of people don’t realize how 
distracting having a conversation with 
someone in the car or even with someone 
through a hands-free device can be,” said 
the community police supervisor. People 
get really engrossed in their conversation 
and almost forget about what they are do-
ing, she added.

“That split second that it takes to have 
an accident can change your life and pos-
sibly somebody else’s life, and it’s not 
something that we can take back once it’s 
done,” she said. “It’s not something that I 
would want on my hands, and I’d imagine 
that other people don’t want it on theirs.”

With the warmer weather also come 
motorcyclists, who require extra aware-
ness and responsibilities from their four-

wheeled counterparts, said Contreras, so 
people need to use extra caution while on 
the road during the summer months.

Contreras said prevention is the key to 
combating distracted driving and offered 
some advice on how to avoid some situa-
tions where a driver my get distracted.

“Before going on a trip, make sure to 
set the radio and GPS up before you drive 
off and don’t mess with them while you’re 
driving,” she said, adding that people 
shouldn’t take calls while driving.

“I don’t think that there are too many 
conversations that are so important that 
we can’t return the call at a later time,” 
said Contreras. “If the conversation is 
urgent, then people should pull over to 
the side of the road safely, or stop some-
where.”

She also suggested that if people are 
travelling on long trips to let other people 
know that they will be traveling, and that 
they will return their calls whenever they 
get to a stopping point.

Distracted driving as well as distract-
ed walking is also an issue among Fort 
Rucker’s youth, and Contreras suggests 

that parents on the installation make sure 
their children know the consequences of 
being distracted.

“We need to talk to our children about 
these things,” she said. “A lot of children 
are getting to the driving age and they all 
have cell phones and things like that, and 
we need to teach them to be responsible 
with those devices.

 “If you think about the consequences of 
distracted driving, it will make you look 
at it differently from the start,” she con-
tinued. “To know, regardless of whether 
it was an accident or not, that you’re re-
sponsible for taking somebody’s life – 
that’s a heavy load to carry around.”

Even for the aware driver, there are a 
lot of children on Fort Rucker that will be 
out near the roadways during this time of 
year, and people need to be on the look-
out for them, said Contreras.

“When I drive, I always look for an 
out. I’m always asking myself ‘where’s 
my out?’” she said. “You should always 
have a way to get out of a situation and 
try to prevent getting into that situation 
by being an aware driver.”

By Nathan Pfau
Army Flier Staff Writer

Annual off-duty safety awareness presentation available 

With spring here and summer rapidly ap-
proaching, the U.S. Army Combat Readiness/
Safety Center recently released an update to 
the Off-Duty Safety Awareness Presentation, 

a tool designed to help Soldiers recognize 
hazards during these high-risk seasons. 

Data from previous years show acciden-
tal fatalities generally rise between April and 
September, with a majority of those deaths 
occurring off duty. 

“During the last five fiscal years, the Army 
has lost an average of 133 Soldiers to off-duty 
accidents annually,” said USACR/Safety 

Center Command Sgt. Maj. Richard D. 
Stidley. “As an institution, we can and must 
change this trend.” 

The 2013 version of ODSAP, themed 
“What Have You Done to Save a Life To-
day?” contains materials and statistics that 
highlight the role of safety in off-duty activi-
ties, address risky behaviors and emphasize 
the often deadly consequences of fatigue and 
alcohol. Developed for use at battalion level 
and below, the package features embedded 
videos from actual Soldiers telling their safety 
stories, as well as speaker notes to prompt 
briefers during their presentation. While the 
complete briefing kit may be used as-is, lead-
ers can tailor the information to reflect trends 
specific to their formations. 

“Soldiers can be part of the solution in pre-
venting the next accident and senseless loss 
of life,” said Lt. Col. James Smith, director, 
USACR/Safety Center Ground Directorate. 
“This presentation provides great conversa-
tion starters for young leaders by sharing real-
world stories Soldiers can relate to and talk 
about.” 

“Our goal is to help Soldiers recognize the 
off-duty hazards they face,” Stidley said. “We 
need to ensure they apply the principles of 

training, discipline and standards, which they 
embrace on duty, to their off duty activities as 
well.” 

The 2013 presentation is available at 
https://safety.army.mil/ODSAP (AKO login 
is required).

Directorate of Communication 
and Public Affairs 
U.S. Army Combat Readiness/
Safety Center 



“When we lose a great leader like Ron, we’d 
normally be very concerned, except for the 
fact that we are confident that the great lead-
er we have coming in to replace him is going 
to pick up right where he left off.”

Herrera served as Christensen’s executive 
officer before taking command of the battal-
ion, an assignment that he said prepared him 
to be a leader.

“Thank you for the opportunity to be your 
executive officer prior to taking command,” 
he said to Christensen. “It’s been a demand-
ing but truly worthy experience, and I’ve 
learned a lot from you and appreciate your 
mentorship and support.

The new commander began his military 
career as a member of the Texas A&M Corps 
of Cadets before he was commissioned May 
15, 1994, as a Distinguished Military Gradu-
ate. From there, he attended and graduated 

from courses such as the Aviation Office 
Basic Course, Initial Entry Rotary Wing and 
UH-60A course, Air Assault School, Avia-
tion Maintenance Manager’s Course, Com-
bined Logistics Officer Advanced Course 
and the Command General Staff College.

Herrera is no stranger to being a leader 
as he’s held positions such as Alpha Com-
pany executive officer; C Co., Command 
and Control platoon leader; F Co., Army 
Airspace Command and Control liaison of-
ficer while assigned to 4th Bn., 227th Avn. 
Regt. in Fort Hood, Texas; and D Co., Avia-
tion unit maintenance commander while de-
ployed with the 3rd Bn., 158th Avn. Regt. in 
2003 during Operation Iraqi Freedom.

“It does my heart well to know that the 
Wings of Freedom team will be in good 
hands with you at the helm,” Ells said to 
Herrera and his wife. “I’m confident that you 
are the perfect team to take this great unit to 
the next level.”

Ells will be transitioning to an MD-500 
and moving on to Saudi Arabia where he 
will be training troops there, according to 
Christensen, who had nothing but praise for 
the outgoing commander. 

“Ron led our transformation efforts. He 
helped us with our 40-day model where we 
were able to, through his efforts, optimize 
the amount of training simulation and syn-
chronize our efforts, ultimately resulting in 
a 25-percent reduction in demand of our air-
craft,” said Christensen. “The real measure 
of what he’s accomplished is not anything 
that we could give him here at Fort Rucker 
as an accolade.

“The true measure of what he’s accom-
plished comes from the combat Aviation 
brigades that he served,” he continued. “We 
continue to get nothing but the best feedback 
on the quality of the combat Aviators that 
this fine battalion produces.”

Ells offered three pieces of advice to be 

successful in the Army profession before 
saying his final goodbyes. First, he said there 
is no way to be successful in the profession 
without a battle buddy. Second, he advised 
to “leave your foxhole better than you found 
it.”

Third, he paraphrased a quote by Gen. 
George S. Patton, widely known as Amer-
ica’s greatest combat general during World 
War II – “Lead, follow or get out of the 
way.”

“I’m thoroughly humbled and honored to 
have had the privilege of leading this great 
team, and I’ve learned so much following 
the great leaders here at Fort Rucker, but 
now’s it’s time for me to get out of the way,” 
said Ells.

“It’s truly an honor to take command of 
such an accomplished battalion,” said Her-
rera. “You cannot ask for a better group of 
Soldiers, civilians or contractors to work 
with.”

post exchange. Noland was able to post bail and was set 
free, and even paid an extra $10 to have Mitchell serve an 
extra 10 minutes in jail.

The AER campaign season doesn’t end with the Jail-a-
Thon. The campaign will continue through May when the 
Army Aviation Center Federal Credit Union will host its 
annual golf tournament to benefit AER.

“The tournament is hosted by Army Aviation Center 
Federal Credit Union, but we are there to represent AER,” 

said Mimi Brooks, Fort Rucker AER officer. “There will be 
prizes given away to the winners and anybody can register 
to play.”

The tournament will be May 10 and played as a four-
man scramble. It will cost $60 per person to play. Last 
year’s tournament had a grand prize of a new car to the first 
person to shoot a hole-in-one.

Last year’s AER campaign raised more than $110,000, 
and this year’s campaign goal is $125,000, according to 
Whittaker.

“AER is a commander’s program and every commander 

can tell you story after story about the successes of AER,” 
he said. “We shouldn’t think of $125,000 as our goal, we 
should think of that as our starting goal because this pro-
gram really gives back.”

“That may sound like a lot, but we have nearly 6,000 ac-
tive-duty Soldiers on Fort Rucker, and in the area, we have 
around 60,000 retirees,” said McRae during the campaign 
kickoff event earlier this year. “If you add in their Family 
members, that number jumps to nearly 200,000, and if only 
2,100 of those 200,00 donated $5 a month, the goal would 
easily be reached.”

procedures for air-to-air 
combat, the development of 
the Aircrew Coordination 
Program that greatly 
enhanced Aviation safety, and 
the development of the AH-
64 initial test and evaluation 
training program,” Carter 
said. “He also conducted a 
comprehensive review of the 
simulation devices for the 
Aviation Branch that resulted 
in an increase in funding 
priorities at the Department 
of Army.”

He also stretched his reach 
beyond U.S. borders by de-
veloping Aviation training 
programs for The Nether-
lands, Egypt, Greece, and 
Bahrain, and while assigned 
to the Royal Netherlands Air 
Force, accomplished a total 
rewrite of their Aviation doc-
trine, Carter added.

“He always found a way to 
challenge himself and be the 
first at what the Army or his 
units needed,” he added.

Foley began his Army Avi-
ation journey in 1969, serv-
ing in Vietnam as an AH-1 
Cobra pilot, and also flew the 
UH-1 Iroquois, OH-6 and 
AH-64 Apache. After retir-
ing from active duty, he took 
a civilian job with DOTD, 
where his impact continued, 
according to Teresa Strick-
land, operations officer with 
DOTD, and Barbara Harper, 
project management supervi-
sor with the directorate, who 
both said they worked with 
him for about 20 years.

“He was our supervisor 
for a while when he was the 
deputy director and then, of 
course, as a civilian coworker 
we were in daily contact with 
him. I would say we were 
friends,” Strickland said. “He 
was a person of absolute in-
tegrity and he wanted to be 
the best at anything he set out 
to do. He took a great deal of 
pride in doing things in an 
excellent way. Professionally 
and personally, he went out 
of his way to do whatever he 
could, and whatever he did, it 
was done right.”

Strickland and Harper said 
Foley mentored and helped 
many young Aviators during 
his career.

“He helped a lot of people 
who were nameless to us – 
they know who they are, but 
we don’t know,” she said. 
“But he mentored them — 
young warrant officers espe-
cially, and sometimes helped 
them with their careers or 
their personal issues He had 
impact on a lot of people.”

One of those young Avia-
tors was retired Col. Rich 

Knapp, the director of 
USAACE Quality Assur-
ance, who recalled a time in 
1985-86 with CW4 “Wild 
Bill” Foley at Fort Carson, 
Colo.

“He truly was a mentor to 
myself and all of the young 
lieutenants serving at their 
first duty station,” he said. 
“He taught us how to be pro-
fessional Army officers, cav-
alrymen and Aviators, while 
at the same time enforcing 
the respect due to commis-
sioned officers from the nu-
merous warrant officers he 
also mentored,” Knapp said.

Foley’s reach extended 

well beyond the U.S. Army, 
as well, according to Austra-
lian Lt. Col. Stephen Jobson, 
liaison officer for his country 
at USAACE.

“Bill Foley was the defini-
tion of professional,” Jobson 
said. “He was always well 
presented, knowledgeable 
and hard working to ensure 
the liaison officers were ef-
fective. He always made the 
time to listen, engage and as-
sist with our requirements.”

Jobson then listed numer-
ous programs and ways Foley 
helped the Aviation commu-
nities of difference countries, 
and then summarized, “the 

next time you wonder who 
did the work to bring the nu-
merous Army Aviation capa-
bilities of the major allies of 
the United States together as 
a harmonious fighting coali-
tion, think of Mr. Bill Foley.”

But while Foley proved 
masterful at guiding and as-
sisting the foreign Aviators at 
Fort Rucker, it was his per-
sonal touch that created the 
most impact.

“Bill genuinely cared for 
us and our Families,” Jobson 
said. “In the days before a 
hurricane or in the event of 
impending tornadoes, Bill 
would drive to our homes 

and check in with our Fami-
lies to ensure we were well 
prepared. If our spouses or 
children were sick or hospi-
talized, he would always take 
the time to visit and bring a 
smile to our faces. All the li-
aison Families came to love 
Bill, because they all came to 
experience the love Bill had 
for them. That is why we re-
gard ourselves as a Family.”

That feeling stretched 
through his many Ameri-
can coworkers, as well, said 
Strickland. 

“He was not an angel, he 
was not a perfect person,” 
she said. “He was one of 

those people that are larger 
than life. He wanted to be 
the best at everything … he 
knew everyone … and he 
was accustomed to being the 
sharpest guy in the room — 
in dress and mentally — he 
was very smart.

“We have fond memories 
of him, but he was special 
to a lot of people. It’s not al-
ways what a person said or 
did for you — it’s how they 
made you feel.”

And Foley, “had that way 
of making you feel special — 
it’s just what he did,” Harper 
added. “We are greatly miss-
ing him.”
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Join Us to Discover
What is New in Dentistry

Dothan Periodontics & Implants
(in Association with your General Dentist)

New Dental Implant Seminar
When: 1ST Thursday of the Month
Hosted by: Dr. John Miller & Dr. Daniel Pittman

Call our office to attend a FREE Seminar and
Receive a No-Cost Consultation and 3D Scan Today!

Please call 793-7232 to register
SPACE IS LIMITED

www.dothanperio.com ~ kathy@dothanperio.com

— No Childcare Available —

Patient-first care for a lifetime of healthy, beautiful smiles

You’re
INVITED

A New Year ~ A New Smile ~ A New You

Your ad could be
here for only
$96PER MONTH
Call Mable Ruttlen for more
information at 334-393-9713

307 N. Main Street
ENTERPRISE

www.christmissions.org

For Donation Pickup Call

393-4471

Christian Mission
Bargain Centers

MEDICAL & SURGICAL EYE CARE
OF ENTERPRISE

Staff Privileges at:
• Medical Center Enterprise

• Flowers Hospital
• Southeast Alabama Medical Center
• South Alabama Outpatient Services

Specializing In:
• Cataract Surgery

(No Stitch, Topical Anesthesia)
• Eyelid Surgery

• Diabetic Retinopathy Treatment
• Glaucoma Treatment (Medical & Laser)

• Pediatric Eye Disorders
• Neurological Eye Disorders

We accept Medicare, BCBS, All Tricare
& other major insurances

100 Professional Dr., Suite A
(Next to Martin Colley Drugs

on the Bypass)

Enterprise, AL

Call for an appointment

334-347-4018 9
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Specializing In:
• Cataract Surgery

(No Stitch, Topical Anesthesia)
• Eyelid Surgery

• Diabetic Retinopathy Treatment
• Glaucoma Treatment (Medical & Laser)

• Pediatric Eye Disorders
• Neurological Eye Disorders

Full Service Optical Shop

Enterprise

We accept Medicare, BCBS, All Tricare
& other major insurances

Gene Pahmeier M.D.
Ophthalmologist, F.A.A.O.

Locked: Campaign sets goal to raise $125,000
Continued from Page A1

1-212th: New commander humbled by opportunity
Continued from Page A1

Impact: Soldiers, coworkers recall Foley’s contributions
Continued from Page A1
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REAL ESTATE SHOWCASE

View more pictures
of these homes at

www.c21regencyrealty.com

Become
a fan on
Facebook

334-347-0048
531 Boll Weevil Circle

Each Office is Independently Owned and Operated

VISIT OUR YOUTUBE
REAL ESTATE CHANNEL

BRIDLEWOOD: Located on 1.5± acres. This spacious
home come with over size crown molding, open floor
plan, new carpeting & many other built in amenities, new
roof added in 2011, new salt system pool, large backyard
with privacy fence, corner lot! JIMMY JONES 406-1752

POOL

$226,650

356 HANNAH: Over 2300 sq. ft., lots of house for the
money. Plus in-law suite. PAT LEGGETT 406-7653

Become
a fan on
Facebook

334-347-0048
531 Boll Weevil Circle

Each Office is Independently Owned and Operated

View more pictures
of these homes at

303 LAKE OLIVER: Lovely to look at delightful to live in.
3BR/2BA, 2-car side entry garage, contemporary home in mint
condition. Beautiful landscaped lot with trees, reflects quality
updates...from floors to ceilings to appliances to bath fixtures
to heating & cooling system...upgrades & more upgrades have
been made. JUDY DUNN 301-5656

$157,000

3381 ROCKY BRANCH: 12+ acres, country living within the
city limits - salt water pool - 40x20 barn with 3 roll up doors
& full bathroom. Over 3000± sq. ft., 4BR/3.5BA. TEXT TERRI
406-2072

POOL

201 DIXIE DRIVE ~ CHATEAU VILLAGE
FOR RENT! • $495 - $575
• Several units available • 2BR/1.5BA
• Some include washer/dryer hook-up

• Some are pets negotiable
DIRECTIONS: Turn right or left off Rucker Blvd.

on DIxie Drive at Enterprise Chevrolet. First complex
on the left (with privacy fence) is Chateau Village.

ASK ABOUT
OUR RENT
SPECIALS!

REGENCY MANAGEMENT, INC.

347-0049

GREAT LOCATION!

View more pictures
of these homes at

www.c21regencyrealty.com

Become
a fan on
Facebook

334-347-0048
531 Boll Weevil Circle

Each Office is Independently Owned and Operated

409 S TYLER: Great home for retirees, small family or first
time home buyers. 2 large bedrooms, open family room
with vaulted ceilings, separate sitting room & dining area.
2-car garage. Large landscaped yard with covered patio with
gold fish pool. 8 mature pecan trees & other fruit trees. BOB
KUYKENDALL 369-8534.

$157,000

71 COURTYARD: New paint! Move-in-ready, set your
appointment now to see this 3BR/2.5BA townhome in
Courtyard Place. All appliances & clubhouse in subdivision.
EVELYN HITCH 406-3436.

$109,500

$10
Drawing During

RELAY FOR LIFE
Friday,

April 26
you do not have to
be present to win

SPA & DINNER

CALL OR VISIT OUR OFFICE FOR YOUR TICKETS

• Trusted 38 Years
• Quality Service Pinnacle

2009, 2010, 2011 & 2012
• 2008, 2007, 2005 #1 Century

21 Office In Alabama
• Top 21 Producing

Century 21 Office In
Alabama 1995-2012

• Top 21 Century 21 Office
in the Southeast Region
1988-2012

• Gold Medallion 2010 & 2012

www.c21regencyrealty.com
531 Boll Weevil Circle

334.347.0048

Each Office is Independently Owned and Operated

110½ Harrison ~ $74,500
Convenient to historic downtown area,
newly renovated 1BR/1BA with fenced yard.
Corner lot. JACKIE 334-4061231 & TEXT
TERRI 334-406-2072

NEW LISTING

Smarter Savings.

Bolder Exposure.

Faster Results.

127 Concord ~ $123,000
Upgraded kitchen with stainless
appliances, dark wood cabinets,
gorgeous granite counters & an
under mount large sink. ½ bath has
a fancy bowl sink & granite counter
top. The MBR is large enough for
a sitting area or office & has 2
closets! Double sink master bath

vanity leaves plenty of
room for 2 to get ready.
The community includes
a salt water pool,
clubhouse, gym, lawn
care/pest control. This
2BR/2½BA townhouse
is convenient to Post,
Daleville & shopping.

MAGGIE HAAS 334-389-0011

NEW LISTING

23 Maree ~ $229,000
Stunning 4BR/3BA traditional home. 11 ft ceilings in
living area, gas log fireplace, separate dining room, foyer,
split bedrooms, laundry room & pantry. Landscaped
corner lot, fenced back yard, patio with pergola & above
ground pool. JUDY DUNN 334-301-5656

NEW LISTING

900 County Road 546 ~ $120,000
7+ acres, nice flowing stream, pond with fish & 2 trail-
ers. Wooded land, 3BR/2BA, 1998 trailer, 2BR/2BA on
paved road, carport, CH&A. Country living. Pond fed by
underground spring. ANGIE GOODMAN 334-464-7869

NEW LISTING

226 Tartan Way ~ $398,000
4BR/3.5BA, brick, large covered porches in the front & back.
0pen floor plan with dark wood floors & lots of windows for easy
entertaining. Crown molding & arches flanking hallway behind the
family room fireplace make the other 3 BRs feel like a separate
wing. The backyard is huge & private. Plantation shutters on most
windows. MBA has 2 separate vanities & built-in laundry areas.
Extra storage room in garage. Owner is licensed Realtor in State
of Alabama. MAGGIE HAAS 334-389-0011

NEW LISTING

600 Joe Bruer ~ $142,900
Attention Investors or want to be homeowners. This 2
story cottage-style home is conveniently located between
Enterprise & Fort Rucker, over 1500 sq. ft., 3BR/2BA.
FRAN CLAYTOR KALTENBAUGH 334-790-5973

NEW LISTING

122 Hannah ~ $212,000
Great location, great price & move-in ready! Spacious
4BR/3BA with open plan, nice kitchen with stainless
appliances, private bed & bath for guests & 18x19
detached garage with 100 amp elec, cable tv & phone.
Large fenced backyard with sprinkler system. SAM HELMS
334-798-3357

189 Cedar ~ $189,000
4BR brick home convenient to Fort Rucker
gate. Only 6 years old. TEXT TERRI
334-406-2072 & JACKIE 334-406-1231

NEW LISTING

NEW LISTING

6138 County Road 708 ~ $214,900
Wonderful country living approx. 2 miles from the Boll
Weevil Circle. 3BR/2BA brick home with office on 1±
acres, sparkling inground salt water pool for long hot
summer days, room for veggie garden, private back yard
for evenings on the back porch. SAM HELMS 334-798-
3357

203 Rabbit ~ $224,900
Beautifully finished home with modern touches.
4BR, custom cabinetry throughout, stained
concrete flooring, granite countertops, custom
molding, stainless steel appliances & so much
more. Brand new construction across the street
from the Turtleback clubhouse, community pool & community
lake. TARA 334-494-4592 & MAGGIE 334-389-0011

NEW LISTING

NEW LISTING

102 Fieldbrook ~ $146,000
Completely refurbished home at the right price.
3BR/2BA, new vinyl siding/carpet/Pergo flooring/
lighting/windows/roof/paint, over-sized garage
with work area & so much more. Come see this
home today to pick out some of your own upgrades
before it is complete. TARA EMNETT 334-494-4592 & MAGGIE
HAAS 334-389-0011

NEW LISTING

229 Jasmine
$149,500
NEW CONSTRUCTION -
The Cottages at
Woodland Park: Tucked in the woods off Boll Weevil Circle.
While providing privacy, they offer the convenience to schools,
shopping, golf, restaurants & minutes from Ft. Rucker.
Security system, stainless appliances, natural gas heat/
cooking/water heater, lowe E windows, irrigation system, 2"
faux wood blinds, framed mirrors in bathroom and tray ceiling
in grandroom. (Poplar Place Plan) EXCLUSIVELY MARKETED BY
CENTURY 21 REGENCY REALTY, INC. 334-347-0048

NEW LISTING



FORT HOOD, Texas — What do Soldiers do when they 
helicopter crashes and armed civilians are rapidly approach-
ing and firing small arms fire in their direction? In this in-
stance, their ability to make speedy decisions, as well as 
quickly employ their communication gear is of life or death 
consequence.

The 166th Aviation Brigade, in its training of mobilized 
Army National Guard and Reserve units, tests and retests 
such skills in a practical application setting in its personnel 
recovery lanes at North Fort Hood.

The 166th Avn. Bde.’s 3rd Battalion, 383rd Aviation Regi-
ment from St. Louis traveled to North Fort Hood to train and 
prepare C Company, 1st Battalion, 168th General Support 
Aviation Battalion (Medevac), a National Guard unit from 
California. Comprised of members from California, Wash-
ington and Nevada, the 168th is set to deploy to Afghanistan 
in the weeks ahead.

Sgt. 1st Class John Steffey, of the 166th Avn. Bde.’s 1st 
Battalion, 383rd Avn. Regt. out of Des Moines, Iowa, along 
with 1st Lt. Jamie Battle of the 3rd Bn., 383rd Avn. Regt., 
teamed as observer/controllers for one of the 20 groups prac-
ticing the downed aircraft scenario.

Steffey said the training is like a “mini Survival, Evasion, 
Resistance and Escape school” for the Soldiers to practice 
preparing their aircraft for destruction (to keep it out of the 
enemy’s hands), employment of the specialized Combat 
Survivor Evader Locator Radio, breaking enemy contact, 
and land navigation. 

Traversing the Texas Hill Country in Gatesville, small 
four-Soldier teams tread as quickly and quietly as possible in 
the same gear they would wear in a combat zone while using 
hand and arm signals to communicate with each another. 

Meanwhile, opposition forces, replicated by members of 
166th Avn. Bde., lurk in the brush waiting to compromise 
the friendly force’s position at any given moment — adding 
further mission challenges.

The goal is to successfully evade capture, employ their es-
sential equipment and hone procedures that may have gath-
ered dust.

To ensure safe evacuation, each member of the team 

implements the techniques they learned the previous day in 
class, such as authentication, changing frequencies, proper 
placement of the antenna, manually inputting GPS points, 
and sending and receiving messages.

In addition to the practical application and team building, 
a key take-away, according to 1st Lt. Servando Maldonado, 
a team leader for C Co., 1st Bn., 168th GSAB (Medevac), is 
getting accustomed to the gear — what Soldiers need, what 
they can do without, and how to arrange it so they can move 
expeditiously over a sustainable period of time.

Maldonado, as the leader of this group, and facing his 
fourth-upcoming deployment, made sure to check that ev-
eryone had all of their gear before they left the crash site. 

Maldonado has his Ranger tab and graduated from the 
SERE school. Despite his good-faith efforts, his seat belt 
jammed, and with the role-playing enemy fast approaching, 
he, of all people, left his bag in the helicopter as they ran for 
cover. 

REDSTONE ARSENAL, Ala. — Col-
lege students conducting research into re-
motely piloted unmanned aircraft systems 
are testing their ideas on actual Army 
hardware.

In 2012, four Raven-A small UAS were 
transferred to Middle Tennessee State, 
Mississippi State, Alabama A&M and 
Auburn University.

This unique opportunity is the result of 
partnerships between the Program Man-
ager of UAS; the Aviation and Missile 
Research, Development and Engineering 
Center and the four universities. 

Under Educational Partnership Agree-
ments, each university was provided with 
a RQ-11A aircraft, ground control station 
and Toughbook computer.

According to AMRDEC chief of aero-

dynamic technology, Lamar Auman, the 
Center anticipates the partnerships and 
hardware transfers will lead to future re-
search collaboration and opportunities to 
speed transition of innovative technolo-
gies from academia to the field. Auman 
sees the potential for students to develop 
new payloads and new sensors to fit into 
existing and future systems. 

In addition to promoting science, tech-
nology, engineering and mathematics ed-
ucation, these efforts could lead to new or 
expanded lower-cost capabilities for all 
UAS platforms.

Odeal Richardson, technical chief for 
External Programs for PM UAS, said 
the memorandums with the program 
manager and the EPAs with AMRDEC are 
important steps to take today to develop 
engineers and technology for tomorrow. 
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Armywide ApAche
South Korea to buy 
AH-64E Apache attack 
helicopters

photo on page B4

See partner, page B4

See training, page B4

Auburn University mascot Aubie learns how to hand-launch an RQ-11A Raven with engineer Daniel Hiatt, 
holding a Puma, during a 2012 visit to the U.S. Army Aviation and Missile Research, Development and 
Engineering Center at Redstone Arsenal, Ala.

photo By  Merv Brokke

Slingload training
An 82nd Combat Aviation Brigade UH-60M Black Hawk helicopter descends over Spc. Patrick Connelly as he waits to attach a 3,500-pound concrete block to the aircraft during slingload training at Fort 
Bragg’s Marshal Landing Zone in Fayetteville, N.C., April 10. Connelly was assigned to the 2nd Battalion (Assault), 82nd Aviation Regiment.

photo By Staff Sgt. april CaMpBell

Communication training translates to life or death

Sgt. 1st Class John Steffey of the 166th Avn. Bde.’s 1st Bn., 383rd Avn. Regt., provides team leader 1st Lt. Servando Maldonado of the California 
National Guard’s C Co., 1st Bn., 168th GSAB (Medevac) with tactical feedback as they move through the personnel recovery lanes at North Fort 
Hood, Texas, April 17. The 168th GSAB is training for a deployment to Afghanistan.

photo By 1St lt. kat kaliSki 

Army, universities partner
By Heather R. Smith
AMRDEC Public Affairs 

By 1st Lt. Kat Kaliski
166th Aviation Brigade, Division West, Public Affairs
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FINANCIAL
BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES

MERCHANDISE
HEALTH PRODUCTS

JEWELRY & WATCHES

LAWN & GARDEN EQUIPMENT

FREE ADS
TREASURE SEEKERS

PETS & ANIMALS

CATS

DOGS

FARMER’S MARKET

FARM & DAIRY PRODUCTS

FRESH PRODUCE

FRESH PRODUCE

HAY & GRAIN

HORSES & CATTLE

WANTED - FARM & GARDEN

EDUCATION
& INSTRUCTION

SCHOOLS & INSTRUCTION

RESIDENTIAL
REAL ESTATE FOR SALE

FARMS, LAND, TIMBER

RECREATION
ATVS, GO CARTS, GOLF CARTS

BOATS

CAMPERS & TRAVEL TRAILERS

MOTOR HOMES & RVS

TRANSPORTATION

ANTIQUE & CLASSIC VEHICLES

AUTOS FOR SALE

MOTORCYCLES

MOTORCYCLES

SPORT UTILITY

TRUCKS, BUSES, TRACTORS, TRAILERS

VANS

WANTED AUTOS

CLASSIFIEDS
WORK!!

CLASSIFIED
ADVERTISING
Your source for selling and buying!

Be your own boss and partner with the
world’s largest commercial
cleaning franchise. $20K!

equipment, supplies, training and $5,000.
in monthly customer included.
1-888-273-5264
www.janiking.com

Janitorial Business for sale
Equipment, training and 60K
annual gross $19,500

504-915-1474

†† DIABETIC TEST STRIPS NEEDED ††
I BUY SEALED/UNEXPIRED BOXES

CALL BOB (334) 219-4697

Wanted: Old Coins, Gold,
Diamonds, Guns, And Tools

West Main Jewelry & Loan 334-671-1440.

ANNE’S DAY LILIES
827 S. APPLETREE ST

in Dothan, Day Lilies ($1- up)
Amaryllis & Iris ($3 - up)

334-792-0653 or 334-797-9657

Kenmore Elec. Convection Range - 334-475-4287

r CFA Registered Persian Himalayan
Blue Point Kittens. litter trained & ready
for their new homes. $100. - $200.
r Call 334-774-2700 After 10am

r AKC Rottweiler puppies (2)
deposit to hold. $500. 334-794-2291

Free Pups: (2) Female, adorable, 1/4 mo old
husky mix, 1/bulldog 5 mo olds. 334-464-3757
German Shepherd Puppies: AKC registered,
first shots,, mother has German bloodlines.
Black and tan, black and silver. 5 males, 1
female.7 wks old. 850-768-9182 or 850-849-3707.
Lost Dogs: 4/17 Wicksburg, w/collars, red Irish
Setter & black/white Hound. 334-797-7879
Mini Australian Shepherd: ASDR beautiful pups
born 3/15. Blue merles, red merles, tri’s & bi;s.
See @ facebook.com/ huntsminiaussies or call
706-761-3024
Papillon Puppies Dual Registered w/ CKC &
UKC $600. Breed is over 800 yrs. old. with no
medical defects. very loving non aggressive,
hypoallergenic, Call: 334-393-0938 or
334-379-0805 dmlugo@centurylink.net

Retriever Puppies Sire is Full English Cream
Golden $250. - $350. Ready May 1st.

334-692-5402

Super Puppies Sale
Morkie $175, Shih -Chi Mix $175,
Chi-A-Poo $300, Chinese Chihuahua

Female r 334-718-4886 q

SAWYER’S PRODUCE
HAS FRESH HOME GROWN PRODUCE

Vine Ripe Tomatoes
HOME GROWN, FRESH
STRAWBERRIES
Home Grown Greens

Other Fresh Vegetables!!
All Farm Fresh!

220 W. Hwy 52 Malvern
∂ 334-793-6690 ∂

Aplin Farms
Strawberries
& lettuce
You Pick
We Pick

Open Mon-Sat ( 8-6 )
r 334-726-5104 q

Frozen Green
Peanuts
û We also have
shelled peanuts
850-209-3322 or

850-573-6594 r 4128 Hwy 231

r Bahia seed for sale q
Excellent germination with over 40 yrs

experience. Kendall Cooper
Call 334-703-0978, 334-775-3423,

or 334-775-3749 Ext. 102

END OF SEASON SALE ( prices reduced )
Quality Coastal Hay; Large Rolls

Fertiized & Weed Control 850-209-9145

Large rolls of Hay for Sale
Bahia & Coastal

Daytime 334-585-3039 ,
after 5pm & weekends 585-5418

Registered Black Angus Cows / Calf pairs for
sale, most have been bred back. Exc. blood
line includes Mitty in Focus, Hover Dam,
Objective and more, price varies depending
on bloodline and cows. 334-798-5137.

Buying Pine / Hardwood in
your area.

No tract to small / Custom Thinning
Call Pea River Timber
r 334-389-2003 q

Classes Forming Now
for Medical Assisting,
Electrical Trades and

More!
Call Fortis College
Today! 888-202-4813 or

visit www.fortiscollege.edu. For consumer
information visit www.fortis.edu

20 WOODED ACRES within Enterprise City
limits, near Rucker Blvd. Elementary School.
Accessible from and East of Melbourne Dr.
Priced to Sell!! 334-303-6044.

Honda 2007 Foreman ATV;
2-wheel & 4-wheel Drive. Elec-
tric wench, 190 hours on it;
$4800 OBO 334-596-9966

2008 Crownline 19 SS , 30.5
hrs. Mercruiser 4.3L, Facto-
ry wakeboard tower, cus-
tom cover, snap-in carpet,
walk-thru transom, trailer

brakes, SS cleats, flip-up captain’s chairs, Sony
marine stereo & sub-woofer, bimini top, stain-
less steel rub-rail upgrade, trailer tie downs, SS
windshield lock, SS cupholders, chrome wheels
Garage kept always. 334-796-9479

2008 Seadoo 150 Speed-
ster: Yellow and black,
Bimini top, wakeboard tow-
er & rack, ski locker,
front/rear storage, built in

cooler, only 60 hrs, garage kept, Hydroturf in-
stalled on deck, Sony Marine CD/MP3 radio
with AUX, 5 adult life jackets (match boat) and
2 childrens, tow ropes, anchor, 2 tubes. $12,500
OBO. Text 334-333-1380 for more pics and info.

25 ft. Party Barge Pontoon 2011 Suntracker
Regency edition only 75 hrs. 150hp Mercury
Opti Max engine, with 2 axle trailer & lots of
extras, ready for the water, take over
payoff $41,000. Call 334-763-9124
BOAT Crownline BR 180 135hp bimini top,
Crownline trailer, new tires, $7,000.
334-618-5169
Pontoon Boat 2008 20ft. G3 fish & Cruise, pur-
chased new July 2009, 30 gallon gas tank, fish
finder, 90HP, 4-stroke, Yamaha engine. Exc. gas
mileage. Asking $15,000. 334-897-6929.

32ft. Travel Trailer 2007 Conquest great cond.
sleeps 4-5, slide out living room $10500.
Motor Home 2002 38ft. Fleetwood Discovery
2-slide outs 35K mi. 330 hp Cummings engine,
mint cond. garage kept, awnings out with TV
outside to view & washer & dryer
$59,500. 334-805-7679.
Keystone 2006 Sidney Edition md# 30ROLS ,
30ft. pull behind. Like new, total use 7-8 times,
sheltered when not in use.
Asking $15,000 334-897-6929.
Rockwood 2007 Travel Trailer 33ft. 2bd. well
maintained, barn stored, great unit! $17,500.
334-899-6408 call before 8:30 pm

1999 Winnebago 32’ motorhome:
Sleeps 6. Excellent condition. Gas engine with
gas saver system installed. 32K miles. Must see
to appreciate! $12,000. Call 334-685-3810

1983 Buick LeSabre
Limited: Two owner
vehicle, and yes,it was a

little Grandmother’s Car!! 123,500 mi, 5.0
liter V8, Sedan. All stock, All originalAM/FM
radio, power locks & windows, tilt steering,
remote outside mirror adjustments, original
velour seat covers, split front seats w/armrest,
power adjustable driver’s seat, heat/AC works
great, wire spoke hubcaps, big trunk, front
window power units replaced. Engine kept
tuned regularly, new battery, all belts, water
pump & hoses replaced, good tires. Vinyl roof
needs care - Left front corner/side hit by deer.
Drives great, runs strong, cleans up nice!
$1,975. 334-687-2330 or maczack@bellsouth.net

Buick 2005 LaSabre: 56k miles, beige, new tires,
fully loaded, beige leather interior, very nice
condition. $5,500. Call 334-589-0637

CHEVY 1995 CAPRICE -Clean, runs great, cold
air, fully loaded $3,500 OBO 334-355-1085, 334-
740-0229

Honda 2007 S-2000 76k mi.
Car is awesome! $19,500!
Let the top down and go
crusing! Black on black
convertible. 6 spd. Adult

owned. Clean well maintained. Responsive lit-
tle rocket! below NADA. Come look, give it a
test drive & you’ll be hooked. 334-805-4740

Hyundai 2004 Sonata, V-
6, GLS, 4 door, automat-
ic, loaded, like new,
68,000 miles, very clean,
$6475. Call 334-790-7959.

Hyundai 2012 Elantra, $200 down, $269 per
month. No Credit Refused. Call Ron Ellis 714-
0028.

Nissan 2012 Altima, Like new, under warranty,
No Credit Refused! $200 down, $269 per month.
Call Ron Ellis 714-0028.

Toyota 2007 Prius,
White, fully

loaded, excellent
condition, 70K
miles, $12,500
850-499-7560

VW 2011 Jetta, All Applications Accepted. Low
miles, great fuel mileage, still under factory
warranty. $300/down, $300/month. Call Steve
334-791-8243.

1985 Harley Davidson
FXRT80. 37,000 miles.
Great shape. $7,000 obo.
Also have 2002 soft tail
with $5,000 of added

chrome. $10,000 like new. Call 334-464-0639

2007/8 Qlink LD250 Legend 250cc
low miles, runs good, $900
call Randy 850-693-0566

2008 Harley Davidson
Softail Classic .
Like new, only 5900 miles.
Gold and black with lots of
chrome. Excellent condi-

tion. $12,000 obo. If interested, call Frank at
334-790-9733 or send email to fab@graceba.net

2011 Yamaha V-Star 950 - Nothing wrong with
this excellent Cruiser! Only 1316 miles. Garage
kept & title in hand. Yamaha XVS95AL Blue 950
cc. Great gas mileage without compromising
power. Cobra slip on exhaust gives it a more
aggressive sound (original exhaust included if
you want to tone it down). Show Chrome back-
rest. $6,750 OBO. Call Fred 334-379-4549

2012 Harley Road King
Black. Only 1400 mi. 6 spd
103 ci 1600cc, security sys-
tem, ABS brakes, cruise,
back rest with luggage
rack. Bought last fall, still

under warranty. 2 helmets included. Wireless/
Bluetooth/ FM radio intercom system. (approx
$600 value) Adult owned, title in hand. $16,500
obo. 334-794-9388 or pwt.1202@yahoo.com

Harley Davidson 2004
Ultra Classic Elect ra Glide
(FLHTCUI) glacier pearl
white, loaded, diamond
plate, chrome trim, engine
covers, remote security

system, 15k miles, excellent condition, garage
kept, one owner. $10,600. Call 334-794-4731

Harley Davidson 2005 Dyna Low Rider, ridden,
$7000. DR Field and Brush trimer, exc. cond.
$800. 334-791-0701.

Honda 2006 250 Rebel 13K miles, 70-80 miles
per gal. nice hwy. cruiser with classic leather
saddle bags, windshield, never used full face
helmet $2450. OBO 850-557-1629.

Kawasaki 2006 Vulcan 500 LTD 2040 miles, red
in color, garage kept, $2800. 850-773-4939

Chevrolet 2003 Trailblazer
4x4. Excellent condition.
Garage kept since pur-
chase. Fully loaded 4x4.
105,00 miles. Must see to

appreciate. Black with grey interior. $7,200.
Phone 850-956-2623

Ford 1998 Explorer XLT.
Red in color. Grey leather
interior. 6 cyl. 112 k miles.
Very nice inside and out.

$5,500 OBO. Call or text 334-806-6004.

Chevrolet 2007 Silverado 2-door, 8 cyl. silver in
color, 68,491 miles, $15,500. 334-797-8523.

Ford 2004 F-150 Lariat, ALL CREDIT ACCEPTED,
loaded, 78k miles, leather, pwr window, door
locks, tuneau cover, tow pkg., new tires.
$250/down, $300/month. Call Steve 334-791-
8243.

Ford Tractor 9N with 4ft. bushhog,
good working condition. 229-869-0883.

Tractor 240 Massey Ferguson : deisel engine
with bottom plow, garage kept, less 600 hours,
good condition. $7,500. Call 334-794-3226

Dodge 2005 Caravan STX,
V-6, loaded , 3rd row
seat, front and rear air,
103,000 miles, $5925. Call
334-790-7959.

1ST PLACE TO CALL FOR ALL OF
YOUR TOWING NEEDS!

Contact Jason Harger at 334-791-2624

CALL FOR TOP PRICE

FOR JUNK VEHICLES

I ALSO SELL USED PARTS
24 HOUR TOWING r 334-792-8664

b û We buy Wrecked Vehicles
Running or not !

334-794-9576 or 344-791-4714

BUSINESSES
& SERVICES

AC & HEATING

CLEANING & HOUSEKEEPING

APPLIANCE REPAIR

LAWN SERVICES

LANDSCAPE & GARDENING

FENCING

IT’S AS EASY
AS 1 - 2 - 3

1. CALL 2. PLACE YOUR AD 3. GET RESULTS

AFFORDABLE LAWN CARE
Residential & Commercial

Total Lawn Care - Licensed & Insured

334-803-3305
r FREE ESTIMATES q

Delight Cleaning ServiCe

Licensed & Insured

• Home • Church • Commercial
Best service! Best Price!

334-798-2102
334-347-9665

Dorothy Pulliam,
Owner

Appliance Repair

Appliance Repair

712-9999 • 347-0000

Bell’s Wiregrass

All
Brands

Same Day Service • Factory Trained Tech. • 29 Years Experience

Dothan Enterprise

Leisure Time Lawn Care
Licensed Professional

334-494-0350
Reasonable Rates

Free Estimates

Landscape Irrigation

Specialists in Lawn Sprinkler Systems
& Landscape Upgrades

• Design & Installations
• Upgrades on Existing

Systems
• Drainage Solutions

• Repairs & Services on
All Brands

• Sod
• Shrubs

1-888-569-9600
www.landscapeexpertsal.com

Experts

Wiregrass Fence
Chain,Wood & Vinyl • Residential • CommercialChain,Wood & Vinyl • Residential • Commercial

347-0000
25Years Exp

Cell

494-0622
or
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EARN
$800 to $1,000 per month

as an independant
contractor for

the Dothan Eagle

Extra
Income

Needed?

Early morning hours required
Dependable transportation &
backup transportation required

Current automobile insurance required
Current driver’s license required

Routes may be available in
the following areas:

Enterprise, Daleville & Elba areas call
Roger 334-393-9702

Troy area call
Blair 334-712-7945

DOTHAN EAGLE
Real People. Real News.



“Even leaders need to be checked,” said 
Maldonado.

The teams are generally comprised of a 
typical Army aircrew (two pilots and two 
crew chiefs). Before beginning the exercise, 
they receive a mock pre-flight brief, and 
conduct team briefings similar to how they 
would in combat. 

Once they have experienced the simulated 
crash sequence and prepared their aircraft 
for destruction, the team sets out to evade 
enemy detection and achieve extraction by a 
friendly force. Teams designate an individual 
on the compass, one to monitor the radio and 

another to provide first aid. 
While an actual incident might take days 

for the aircrew to reach safety, this exercise 
lasts approximately only three hours but en-
sures that every Soldier is familiar with the 
equipment, techniques and procedures that 
could serve them well on their worst day.

Twenty teams went through the lanes over 
two days.

As an observer, Steffey said what he ap-
preciated most was his group’s discipline, 
motivation, and how hands-on they were 
with the training. One point in particular, 
which he emphasized to them, is that “you 
aren’t safe even after you’ve been extracted, 
so remain vigilant.”

“We are in the process of identifying gaps that the uni-
versities that they can pursue on their own,” Richardson 
said. 

Additional partnerships with other universities are be-
ing discussed.

The Raven-A is a great choice for loaning to universi-
ties because it’s small, man-portable and requires two 
people to operate, Auman said. 

“It’s a small portable platform that has a lot of ca-
pability for its size,” he explained. “It is also the size 
and class of remotely piloted aircraft that many schools 
across the nation have been using as teaching aids in 

their curricula.” 
Many colleges and universities compete in programs 

like AIAA’s Design, Build, Fly and AUVSI student 
competitions. Our obsolete RQ-11A systems will serve 
as ‘ambassadors’ to the colleges and will challenge the 
students to design to the harsh and rugged demands that 
are placed on these systems.”

At the end of the five-year EPA, the university will 
return the hardware to the Army. 

“Our goal is to have new low-cost technology ideas 
coming back to AMRDEC for future systems,” Auman 
said. “We are taking small steps in that direction and 
we’ve got a long way to go before we will realize that 
goal. While it’s not called out in the EPA, it is my per-

sonal hope that the schools will use the Raven hardware 
to develop a form, fit, function, and communication so-
lutions for a host of sensors applications.”

“When someone comes to AMRDEC with a new UAS 
sensor payload, I believe we should be positioned to 
partner with them to assist with payload integration and 
flight tests performance evaluation,” Richardson said. 
“We could develop special sensors to look for a host of 
things, so that when the next natural disaster occurs we 
could send in support teams to search for stranded survi-
vors, hazardous leaks from industrial sites, or a variety 
of other things. I believe that would be a great product 
that AMRDEC could provide to PM UAS and the na-
tion.”

REDSTONE ARSENAL, Ala. 
— The Republic of Korea’s De-
fense Acquisition Program Admin-
istration announced it will purchase 
36 U.S. Army AH-64E Apache he-
licopters through Foreign Military 
Sales. The value of this FMS is es-
timated at $1.6 billion.

“We are very proud our Korean 
partners selected a U.S. aircraft,” 
U.S. Army Security Assistance 
Command’s PACOM Regional 
Director Col. Stephen Smith said. 
“We received an LOR to submit 
a proposal last year, and DAPA 
competed these proposals through 
a very rigorous process. We were 
not only competing against other 
nations, but also private industry 
from other nations,” Smith ex-
plained.

The AH-64E Guardian is the 
most recent platform of the Ar-
my’s Apache attack helicopter, 
which means its systems are the 
most technically-advanced version 
available to the U.S. Army.

“This purchase by the Koreans 
means continued interoperabil-
ity at the highest level, and it may 
also have an ‘economies of scale’ 
benefit for the U.S. Army if we are 
also purchasing this model,” Smith 
stated.

While USASAC oversees secu-
rity assistance and the FMS process 
for the Army, numerous other or-
ganizations that support the Army 
Security Assistance Enterprise also 
support this case. 

“AMCOM (Aviation and Mis-
sile Command) Security Assis-
tance Management Directorate, 

PEO Aviation (Program Executive 
Office Aviation) AAHPO (Apache 
Attack Helicopter Project Of-
fice), ACC (Army Contracting 
Command), CECOM (Commu-
nications-Electronics Command), 
JMC (Joint Munitions Command) 
and our industry partners are sup-
porting this acquisition in the same 

way we support our Army’s acqui-
sitions,” Smith noted.

For the Army, this purchase by 
South Korea is expected to account 
for almost one-tenth of Army FMS 
for this fiscal year. 

“The purchase of a U.S. product 
through Foreign Military Sales is 
always a credit to the quality and 

professionalism of our Army’s 
equipment and personnel. But this 
also speaks to the long-standing 
relationship we have with Korea 
and supports PACOM (U.S. Pa-
cific Command) priorities and the 
DOD’s (Department of Defense’s) 
rebalance toward the Pacific,” 
Smith said.

South Korea to buy AH-64E 
Apache Attack helicopters
By USASAC 
News Release 

The Republic of Korea’s Defense Acquisition Program Administration (DAPA) announced it will purchase 36 U.S. Army Apache (AH-64E) helicopters through Foreign 
Military Sales (FMS). The value of this FMS is estimated at $1.6 billion.

Army Photo
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Partner: RQ-11A will serve as Army ambassador
Continued from Page B1

Training: 20 teams 
complete simulations
Continued from Page B1

756 N. Daleville Ave

Daleville, AL

(Outside Daleville/Ft Rucker Gate)

HOME OF THE WORLD RENOWN
BREAKFAST BURRITO

Nothing could be finer...than eating at THE DINER!

“Brand New Burger!”

“The Lakota”
Families & Friends: Don’t miss this chance to

congratulate your special graduate!

Any appropriate picture may be used. For more information call
334-393-9709. Please bring your ad by our Advertising office or

mail to 1110 Boll Weevil Cr., Suite D, Enterprise, AL 36330
(Behind Mellow Mushroom)

C o n g r a t u l a t i o n s

proud
of you!

Love,

Emmanuel Christian

C o n g r a t u l a t i o n s

proud of you!

Love,

Enterprise high

Ads published in
ENTERPRISE LEDGER

Sunday, May 19th

Deadline: Monday, May 13th

Ad Cost: $20
Ads must be paid for in advance

Congratulations
Graduate Ad



Security guards are often seen as the 
first line of defense for Fort Rucker, but 
behind their stoic looks and authoritative 
presence, many support the local commu-
nity in their off-duty hours.

Several Fort Rucker Department of the 
Army security guards volunteered their 
time to read to children at the Enterprise 
Head Start program April 16 as a means to 
give back to the community during their 
time off, according to Marvin Brandon, 
Fort Rucker DA Security Guard Branch 
chief.

Brandon said he has friends that work 
for Enterprise Head Start, and when they 
told him about some of the children’s situ-
ations, it prompted him to take action.

“This project is just something that 
we thought would be good to do for the 
children,” he said. “We want to be able to 
give back to the community, and when we 
heard some of the stories about how un-
fortunate some of these children are, it just 
made us want to do something about it.”

The project started about three years 
ago around Christmas when Brandon got 
together with other post security guards 
for a social get together. It was decided 
that each person coming to the event 
should bring a small gift for either a boy 
or a girl.

“We took those gifts down to the En-

terprise Head Start Center,” he said. “We 
gave the gifts to the teachers at the center 
and told them to hand them out to any chil-
dren that they thought might need them.”

During their visit, they were approached 
by one of the teachers who asked if they 
were interested in volunteering to read to 
the children during their off time.

“Of course we said yes, and it’s some-
thing we’ve done each year since,” said 
Brandon.

Sgt. Elaina Provost, Fort Rucker secu-
rity guard, was one of the volunteers to 
read to the children and said it gives her a 
lot of joy to see the children’s faces when 

she reads to them.
“The [children] are really curious and 

they get really excited when we come out 
there,” she said. “I think its good for us 
to come out there and see them because 
it shows them that they can do something 
better for themselves.

“A lot of them tell us that they want to 
be police officers or firemen, and things 
like that,” she continued. “It’s nice to see 
them get excited about us caring enough 
about them to come out and spend time 
with them.”

Provost said it didn’t take much to influ-
ence her to give back to the community, 

and she wanted to set a good example for 
the children.

“My children have been fortunate and 
I was fortunate growing up, and we see a 
lot of children that don’t have things we’d 
like them to have,” she said. “It’s about 
being able to be a good role model or be-
ing able to talk to them to make the big-
gest difference.”

The books that the volunteers read are 
chosen by the children from their in-house 
library, and Brandon said no matter the 
selection, it’s always enjoyable for them 
to read.

“Last year we went through a lot of 
Dr. Suess books,” he said. “Those same 
books that I read growing up, I now had 
the chance to read to these kids, and it just 
made me feel good.”

Although the main goal of the project 
is to give back to those in the community 
that are less fortunate, another aspect of 
the project is to show that law enforce-
ment, including security guards and police 
officers, are there to help.

“A lot of children are scared of police 
officers and security guards,” said Pro-
vost. “We want to show them that we’re 
the good guys and that we’re there to help, 
and that’s a big deal to me.”

Brandon agreed.
“A child’s first reaction when they see 

the badge is to be scared, and I think it’s 
very important to [change the percep-
tion],” he said.
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Community
Take-Back
Fort Rucker observes 
National Prescription 
Drug Take-Back Day

Story on Page c5

Fort Rucker DA security guards stand with children of the Enterprise Head Start program April 16. Fort Rucker 
security guards visit the children once a year, and read books and stories to them as a means to give back to 
the community.
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Security guards go outside gates to help children
By Nathan Pfau
Army Flier Staff Writer

The Fort Rucker Family gath-
ered to salute individuals who 
selflessly serve the community 
Monday at The Landing during 
the 2012 Volunteer Appreciation 
ceremony.

Volunteers often give days, 
months and years of their time to 
Fort Rucker or other installations, 
and although they do not work for 
recognition, the award ceremony 
honors their service. 

Although all volunteers give 
time and sacrifice personal needs 
for the betterment of the commu-
nity, many were recognized for 
their overwhelming amount of 
volunteer hours, and Fort Rucker 
officials tipped their hats to those 
who freely gave so much.  

Volunteers take the time per-
sonally to engage the welfare of 
others, according to Col. Douglas 
Gabram, deputy commander of 
the U.S. Army Aviation Center of 
Excellence, and they bring with 
them their life experiences, abili-
ties, skills, compassion, intellect 
and humor. 

“You provide [these things] to 
give someone enjoyment, hope 
and strength, and perhaps even 
the courage to face another day,” 
he said. “Volunteers can be one of 
the most influential resources we 
have at an installation in affecting 
change and improving the lives of 
those around us. Your valued con-
tributions played a large part in 
Fort Rucker receiving the [Chief 
of Staff of the] Army Community 
of Excellence Gold Award and to-
gether you were able to log over 
36,000 hours.”

Angel Mangum, wife of U.S. 
Army Aviation Center of Excel-
lence and Fort Rucker command-
ing general Maj. Gen. Kevin W. 
Mangum, said that the amount of 
time volunteers have put into the 
installation is enormous.

“If you think about 36,000 
hours, that is 18 full-time posi-
tions, or 36 part-time positions,” 
she said after thanking the volun-
teers. 

Volunteer of the Year awards 
were presented in six categories: 
Active Duty Volunteer of the Year, 

Volunteer Family of the Year, 
Lifetime Achievement Volunteer 
of the Year, Youth Volunteer of the 
Year, Helping Hand Award and 
Adult Volunteer of the Year.

Active Duty Volunteer of the 
Year, Sgt. 1st Class Jorge Jime-
nez, is a driving force as the praise 
band leader for the contemporary 
worship services, directing week-
ly rehearsals, selecting songs and 
training new members. He also 
serves as the lead projects officer 
for the Wings Chapel annual Pu-
rity Ball.  

Volunteer Family of the Year 
was awarded to the Simmons 
Family. They were recognized for 
their significant impact on the Fort 
Rucker community through the 
Protestant Chapel. They assisted 
in the kitchen with preparation, 
purchase and safety of food. They 
also devoted time to vacation 
bible school, children’s church, 
Sunday school, youth of the cha-
pel ministry, dramas and religious 
education programs and seasonal 

education programs. 
Darcy Lynch was recognized as 

the Lifetime Achievement Volun-
teer of the Year. Lynch was pre-
sented the award for her continu-
ous dedication and commitment to 
the total Army Family, spanning 
14 years and six duty stations.  She 
has contributed more than 10,000 
combined hours as an Army vol-
unteer. Locally, Lynch helped the 
Holiday Bazaar raise more than 
$10,000 for scholarship and wel-
fare programs, making it the Fort 
Rucker Spouses Club’s most suc-
cessful fundraiser in history, has 
served as the “Flightlines” editor 
and she is the director of the chil-
dren’s ministry. Nationally, Lynch 
acted as the fundraiser chair for 
Parent-Teacher Associaton in Ha-
waii, the senior Family readiness 
adviser in Kentucky and even 
served as the community mayor 
in Kansas.

The Youth Volunteer of the Year, 
Colin Wright, dedicated his time 
to the Wings Chapel contempo-

rary service.  He plays the drums 
Sunday mornings and helps other 
youth to develop their musical 
skills. Along with his time with 
the praise band, Wright helped 
start up a youth ministry prayer 
team. Wright has dedicated 684 
hours to the Fort Rucker Chapel 
and community.  His service proj-
ects include helping senior adults 
with yard work, collecting shoe 
boxes filled with supplies for the 
annual Christmas Child ministry 
and helping with seasonal chapel 
programs. 

Adult Volunteer of the Year, 
Gretchen Levine, was nominated 
by two separate entities and vol-
unteers with multiple organiza-
tions on the installation. Notable 
among her commitments is her 
service as the second vice presi-
dent of the Fort Rucker Communi-
ty Spouses Club, chairman of the 
thrift shop board and Worthwhile 
Information Needing Distribution 
meeting representative.  She also 
concurrently teaches Army Fam-

ily Team Building and the “Get 
Real” class for Army Community 
Service. She has helped the Thrift 
Store raise more than $30,000 in 
scholarships and about $40,000 in 
welfare to Fort Rucker communi-
ties annually. This year, Gretchen 
has contributed more than 1,100 
hours while assisting seven differ-
ent organizations.

The Helping Hand award recip-
ient, Christin James, demonstrat-
ed initiative, creating a program 
to reach out and provide learning 
tools for Family members. She is 
a leader within the Army Family 
Team Building Program and the 
Army Family Action Plan pro-
cess.  James also serves as the 
volunteer program manager for 
AFTB and she participated in the 
Army’s Master Trainer Program. 
She is the only volunteer chosen 
by Fort Rucker to receive that cer-
tification and training. 

Volunteers with more than 100 
hours were also recognized at the 
ceremony. 

Post salutes good Samaritans
By Sara E. Martin
Army Flier Staff Writer

Photo by Jane armstrong

Darcy Lynch stands with Angel Mangum, wife of U.S. Army Aviation Center of Excellence and Fort Rucker commanding general Maj. Gen. Kevin W. Mangum; Col. Douglas 
Gabram, USAACE deputy commander, Aviation Branch Command Sgt. Maj. James H. Thomson Jr., and Jennifer Thomson as she accepts her Fort Rucker 2012 Lifetime 
Achievement Award during the Volunteer Appreciation Ceremony Monday at The Landing.
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Financial Readiness 
Training

Army Community Service of-
fers Financial Readiness Training 
May 3 from 7:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. at 
the Soldier Service Center in Rm. 
284. The free training provides a 
practical approach to personal fi-
nancial management so Soldiers 
can gain control of and manage 
money effectively. Financial Read-
iness Training is required for all 
first-term junior enlisted Soldiers 
(E-1 through E-4). 

For more, call 255-2594 or 255-
9631.

Mother’s Day craft 
making

The Center Library hosts a 
Mother’s Day craft making activ-
ity May 7 from 3:30-4:30 p.m. for 
children ages 3-11.  Supplies will 
be available and light refreshments 
will be served. Space is limited to 
the first 65 children. People may 
stop by or call to register. 

For more, call 255-3885

Home buying and sell-
ing workshop

Army Community Service 
offers a home buying and sell-
ing workshop May 7 and 9 from 
6:30–8 p.m. at The Commons. The 
workshop will cover these top-
ics: the home buying and selling 
process, including credit histories; 
shopping for a mortgage; types of 
mortgages; closing costs; buyers’ 
and sellers’ agents; preparing to sell 
your home; avoiding foreclosure; 
short sales; and other pertinent in-
formation. The workshop is pre-
sented by ACS accredited financial 
counselors. 

Seating is limited, so people 
should preregister by calling 255-
9639.

Military Spouse Day
In recognition of Military 

Spouse’s Day, The Landing Zone 
will be offering a free slice of 
cheesecake to all military spouses 
with the purchase of an entrée 
May 10. Spouses will be required 
to show ID for the free dessert. If 
a spouse has a Blue Star Card, no 
purchase will be necessary to re-
ceive the offer. Also, all of Coffee 
Zone locations will be offering 50 
percent off of any sized coffee or 
tea beverage to spouses and a free 
tall coffee or tea to Blue Star Card 
holders. 

For more, call 598-8025.

Blue Day
April is recognized as Child 

Abuse Prevention Month, and the 
Fort Rucker community is getting 
into the spirit by asking people to 
wear blue every Friday of the month 
as part of the Blue Day Campaign. 
This communitywide effort to rec-
ognize the collective responsibility 
to prevent and confront all forms 
of child abuse is designed to serve 
as a visible commitment to support 
child abuse prevention.

For more, call 255-9641.

End of School Block 
Party

The youth center will hold its 
End of School Block Party May 
11 from 5–10:30 p.m. The event is 
open to youth ages 11–18 in grades 
six through 12. Youth must have an 
active child, youth and school ser-
vices membership to participate, 
but members may bring a guest. 
Guests must bring photo ID to ver-
ify their age. The party will include 
a live band, tournaments, prizes, 
eating contest, dance contest, an 
obstacle course and tug of war. The 
event is free and reservations are 
not required. 

For more, call 255-2245 or 255-
2260.

Mother’s Day Brunch
The Landing hosts Mothers Day 

Brunch May 12 from 10 a.m. to 2 
p.m. Moms attending the brunch 
will receive a free flower. Buffet 
prices are $18.95 for adults, $8.95 
for children 6-12 years of age, 
$4.95 for children 3-5 years of age, 
and children 2 years and younger 
eat for free. There will be a military 

Family special price of $45 for two 
adults and two children. Reserva-
tions are strongly recommended. 

For more, call 598-2426.

ScreamFree Marriage 
Workshop

The Fort Rucker Family Advo-
cacy Program hosts its ScreamFree 
Marriage Workshop May 14 from 
11 a.m. to 1 p.m. at The Commons 
in Bldg. 8950 off of 5th Avenue. 
Officials said a scream-free mar-
riage begins with people calming 
their own anxiety and focusing on 
individual self-respect, champion-
ing their own personal growth as 
the key to intimacy. ScreamFree 
Marriage celebrates the differences 
between spouses as the foundation 
for a great marriage. 

For registration and child care 
information, call 255-3898, 255-
0960 or 255-9644. Registration is 
required and opened to the first 16 
to register. The workshop is opened 
to active duty and retired military, 
Department of Defense employees 
and their Family members. The 
event is Exceptional Family Mem-
ber Program friendly. 

Children’s Book Week
The Center Library will celebrate 

Children’s Book Week May 12-18. 
Children can enter a contest to guess 
how many pieces of candy are in 
a jar, check out books and enter a 
drawing to win a prize. They can 
also pick up a story starter from the 
library and complete the story us-
ing their imaginations. The stories 
will be judged on creativity in the 
following age groups: 3-5, 6-8, and 
9-11. Stories must be completed 
and brought to the Center Library 
by May 17. Winners will be chosen 
May 20. Participants do not need to 
be present to win. Story starters can 
be picked up at the Center Library 
starting Wednesday.

For more, call 255-3885.

EFMP Information, 
Support Group

The Exceptional Family Mem-
ber Program invites all active duty 
military Families that have an ex-
ceptional or special needs Family 
member to the EFMP Information 
and Support Group meeting May 
14 from 9–10 a.m. at The Com-
mons. The topic for the meeting 
is EFMP and PCSing:  What You 
Need to Know. Tips, tools and 
resources will be discussed that 
can assist people with their PCS 
moves. The group offers camara-
derie, friendship, information ex-
change, idea sharing, community 
resources, support and assistance 
with finding solutions. 

For more information or to reg-
ister, call 255-9277.

On Post
your weekly guide to fort rucker events , services and activities. deadline for submissions is noon thursday for the following week’s edition.

DFMWR 
Spotlight

AER Golf Tournament
Golfers head out for the tees at last year’s Golf Tournament for Army Emergency Relief. The Army Aviation Federal Credit Union hosts the 23rd annual Golf Tourna-
ment for AER May 10 with registration at 10 a.m. and shotgun start at noon at Silver Wings Golf Course. For more, call 598-2449.
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This week’s article will cover the sub-
ject of the parenting. I would venture to 
say that next to marriage, the decision to 
have and raise children is probably the 
most important thing you will ever do. 

Raising children does not come easy, nor 
does it come cheap, but it yields wonder-
ful memories and moments if you know 
that you have done what you could.  

The goal of parenting should be to cre-
ate a secure relationship with your child 
from Day 1.  What is very noticeable and 
interesting is that a child has an attach-
ment behavior built in, and it is activated 
especially by pain, fatigue and anything 
frightening, and also by the mother being 
or appearing to be inaccessible. In attach-
ment theory, this is all about protection. 

It is highly crucial for mothers to be 
available and responsive to their children. 
A study was made and it was noticed that 
“infants whose mothers have responded 

sensitively to their (baby’s) signals dur-
ing the first year of life not only cry less 
during the second half of that year than 
do the babies of less responsive mothers, 
but are more willing to fall in with their 
parent’s wishes.”  

So, it turns out that children will be 
better adapted socially by the way they 
are treated by their parent or parents. The 
principle is referred to as the law of sow-
ing and reaping. Another example from 
this principle is that if the children’s 
mothers respond to their children’s dis-
tress signals and provide comfort, these 
same children will also respond to the 
distress of others.  

It is also very interesting that how 
mothers were raised in their early years 
creates a negative impact on how they 
raise their own children. There was a 
study done in London many years ago 
that revealed, “women who, during their 
pregnancy, give a history of having been 
separated from one or both parents before 
the age of 11 years are particularly likely 

to have marital and psychological diffi-
culties after their baby’s birth, and also 
to have trouble with their infants’ feeding 
and sleeping.” 

Unfortunately, a parental bond can be 
one of abuse.  There was a study done 
at Oxford (1975) upon 25 children who 
had been physically abused. It goes on 
to say, “children who had been abused 
were significantly more likely than their 
siblings to have been the product of an 
abnormal pregnancy, labor, or delivery, 
to have been separated from their mother 
for forty-eight hours or more soon after 
birth and to have experienced separations 
of other kinds during their first months of 
life.”  

Hopefully by now you see the high im-
portance and impact of how the parent af-
fects the child and how that can lead to 
either negative or positive consequences 
to include the next generation.  A secure 
relationship means quality time with your 
children; being responsive, being engaged 
and being available.

If you are struggling with parenting 
skills, there are many good resources to 
enable you to be the best parent you can 
be, such as books and workshops. This 
will take time and work, but the dividends 
are well worth it. 

I highly encourage you to strive to be 
the best parent you can be. Remember, 
they only grow up once and they grow 
up way to fast! Children are a wonderful 
blessing of God and He has entrusted you 
to raise them properly.  

There will be a wonderful opportunity 
at the Fort Rucker Spiritual Life Center 
for fathers to spend quality time with their 
daughters Saturday from 5-8:30 p.m. It is 
called the Purity Ball. It will be a wonder-
ful time and includes a special speaker, 
dining, dancing and a photographer to 
capture the moment. 

Those who are interested can call the 
religious support office at 255-2012 to get 
more information and tickets.  

Fathers, this will give you a great op-
portunity to be with your princess. 
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Religious Services
WoRSHip SERViCES
Except as noted, all services are on Sunday.

HEADqUARTERS CHApEL, BUiLDinG 109
Multi-Cultural Worship Service 8 a.m. Sunday.
 

MAin poST CHApEL, BUiLDinG 8940
9:30 a.m. Catholic Mass Sunday
11 a.m. Liturgical Worship Service Sunday
12:05 p.m. Catholic Mass (Tuesday - Friday) 4 p.m. Catholic 

Confessions Saturday 5 p.m. Catholic Mass Saturday.

WinGS CHApEL, BUiLDinG 6036
9:30 a.m. Protestant Sunday School
10:45 a.m. Chapel Next Contemporary Worship Protestant 

Service.

SpiRiTUAL LiFE CEnTER, BUiLDinG 8939
9:30 a.m. Protestant Sunday School
10:45 a.m. CCD (except during summer months).

BiBLE STUDiES
9 a.m. Protestant Women of the Chapel, Wings Chapel, Tues-

day 11 a.m. Above the Best Bible Study, Yano Hall, Wednesday 1 
a.m./6 a.m. Adult Bible Study, Spiritual Life Center, Wednesday 
noon/1 p.m. Adult Bible Study, Soldier Service Center, Wednes-
day 5:30 p.m. Catholic Adult Bible Study, Spiritual Life Center, 
Wednesday, 5:30 p.m. Youth Group Bible Study, Headquarters 
Chapel, Wednesday 6:30 p.m. Chapel Next (Meal/Bible Study), 
Wings Chapel, Thursday 9 a.m. Adult Bible Study, Spiritual Life 
Center, Thursday.

Chaplain: resources available to help with parenting
By Chaplain (Maj.) Rory Rodriquez
Fort Rucker Spiritual Life Center

Pick-of-the-litter
Meet Shirley, a two-year-old female calico available for adoption at the Fort Rucker stray facility. She is she is the 
only kitty currently up for adoption and she is very loveable and playful. Shirley is already spayed and front declawed. 
it costs $81 to adopt Shirley and other animals at the facility, which includes all up-to-date shots, the first round of 
age-appropriate vaccinations, microchip and spaying. For more information on animal adoptions, call the stray facility at 
255-0766, open from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. The facility needs donations such as dry or canned foods for cats, dogs, kittens and 
puppies, as well as blankets, toys and towels. Donations can be dropped off at the veterinary clinic or the commissary. 
Visit the Fort Rucker stray facility’s Facebook page at http:// www.facebook.com/fortruckerstrayfacility/ for constant 
updates on the newest animals available for adoption. 
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Church
Directory

Here, it’s not about the building...

VINEYARD CHURCH
DOTHAN

Sun 10:30 Service; Wed 6:30 Small Groups
(334) 671-0093 • 150 B���l���� Rd

DothanvineyaRD.com

“Small things done with great love
will change the world”

Grace Baptist Church

Independent - Fundamental - Soul Winning

LISTEN TO A LIFE CHANGING MESSAGE OF HOPE
“God So Loved the World”

www.1john316.net

334-774-2311
www.GraceBaptistChurch-Ozark.com

Minutes from Ft. Rucker Ozark’s Gate
On the corner of Highway 231 & Parker Drive

Traditional Worship Service
8:30AM & 11:00AM

Contemporary Worship -
New Connection

8:45AM & 11:00AM

The Gathering - Youth
5:45PM

Sunday School
10:00 M

Nursery Care: During all services

217 S. Main St • Enterprise, AL
Office: 334-347-3467

efumc@adelphia.net
Prayer Line (24 Hours) 334-393-7509

First United



C4  ★  April 25, 2013  ❘  ARMYFLIER.COM

Courtesy graPhiC

Do you examine individual rocks in 
driveway gravel? Can you pronounce the 
word chalcedony? Ever pack a pick and 
shovel when you go on vacation?  

Even if you’ve never licked a rock to 
show off its beautiful colors, the folks in 
the Dothan Gem and Mineral Club invite 
you to join them for the sixth annual Gem 
and Mineral Show Saturday and Sunday 
at Westgate Park Recreation Center in 
Dothan. 

The club will display and sell speci-
mens collected in the Wiregrass — and 

other natural treasures from around the 
world. Throughout the weekend, patrons 
can see flint knapping and stone cutting/
polishing demonstrations. Special ac-
tivities include activites for kids, hourly 
drawings for free door prizes, and a silent 
auction. 

It’s a Family-friendly event with some-
thing for everyone: gemstones and fine-
ly-crafted jewelry, crystals and beads, 
and more.

Admission and parking is free.  Hours 
are Saturday from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. and 
Sunday from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

For more information, visit www.wire-
grassrockhounds.com.

Wiregrass Museum of Art
Press Release

ANDALUSIA
ONgOiNg  — The American Legion 

Post 80 hosts bingo nights Tuesdays 
and Fridays at the Legion Hall, 32335 
N. US Hwy. 29, from 4:30-9 p.m. The 
organization also has a dance, with live 
music, every Saturday from 7:30-11:30 
p.m. All proceeds from the bingo events go 
to help local veterans and their Families, 
as well as causes such as Girls State, Boys 
State and scholarships for high school 
students. For more information, call 222-
7131 or visit www.andalusialegionpost80.
org.

ONgOiNg — The American Legion 
Post 80 has regular meetings the second 
Monday of the month, starting at 6:30 
p.m., at the Legion Hall. For more 
information, call 334-222-7131 or visit 
www.andalusialegionpost80.org.

DALEVILLE
MAy 11 — The first IAMAW district 

75 Hawgs for Guide Dogs Ride will 
begin at local lodge 2003 with day-of 
registration at 9 a.m. and first bike out at 
10 a.m. Cost is  $20 for riders and $10 
for passengers. A pancake breakfast will 
be held from 7-9 a.m. and is open to the 
public. There will be a 50/50 drawing, 
tickets are $5 each or five for $20. The 
poker run event also features horse shoes, 
cornhole and a dominoes tournament. 
Cost for the tournament is $25 for singles 
or doubles. Lunch will be provided for all 
participants. All bikes are welcome and 
all proceeds go to benefit Guide Dogs 
of America. For more information, visit 
www.hawgsfordawgs75.harleyt.com.

MAy 18 — The fourth annual “Cruisn` 
for a Cure” car and bike show will be 
at IAM Union Hall from 10 a.m. to 3 
p.m. rain or shine. Refreshments and 
entertainment will be featured, as well. 
For more information, call 447-0288 or 
598-0557.

ONgOiNg — Veterans of Foreign 
Wars Post 6020 Franchise J. Ballard Post 
membership meetings are at the post 
headquarters on State Road 84 every third 
Thursday of the month at 7 p.m.  Breakfast 
is served on Sundays, and games and 
TVs are available for entertainment.  The 
meetings are open to all. The post can 
host parties, weddings, and hails and 

farewells.  
For more information, call 598-6211, 

598-1297, 598-6211 or 379-9187. 

ONgOiNg — Daleville Chamber of 
Commerce meets the second Wednesday 
of each month at noon at the Chamber 
of Commerce office in the Daleville 
Cultural and Convention Center. For 
more information, call 598-6331.

DOTHAN
SAtuRdAy — The fourth annual 

Blue Moon Café Gumbo Cook off 
will be held from 5-10 p.m. Teams are 
still welcome to sign up. Registration 
fee is $25 for a team of four. Gumbo 
can be either seafood or chicken and 
sausage. For more information, visit 
www.facebook.com/pages/Blue-Moon-
Cafe/215659365120163.

SAtuRdAy — The Superhero’s 5K 
and One Mile Fun Run/Walk To Prevent 
Child Abuse will be held at the Westgate 
Tennis Center - Trail Run at 8 a.m. Race 
day registration will be from 6:30 a.m. 
until 7:45 a.m. in front of the Westgate 
Tennis Center. The entry fees are $20 
with a shirt or $15 without. Registration 
forms are available on-line at www.
exchangecap.org. For more information, 
call 671-1966. 

tuESdAy, MAy 7, 14 ANd 21 — 
The Wiregrass Museum of Art will host 
Play in the Clay, a pottery class for adults 
on Tuesdays from 10:30 a.m. to 12:30 
p.m. Cost is $75 for nonmembers and $65 
for members. For more information or to 
register for a class, call 794-3871 or visit 
www.wiregrassmuseum.org. 

MAy 1-4 — The Flagship Theatre 
presents “The Tempest” at 2 and 7 p.m. 
May 4.  Tickets are $10 for adults and $8 
for students, senior citizens and military. 
For more information, visit www.theflag-
shiptheatre.com or call 699-3524.

MAy 7 — Landmark Park hosts the 
Life and Work of the Honeybee. Through 
three different learning stations attendees 
will explore honeybee communication 
and life cycle, honey production and har-
vesting, pollination, and hive environment 
from 9 a.m. until noon. This program will 
provide the opportunity to watch a bee-
keeper work a real hive of bees and taste 

freshly gathered honey. Cost is $6 per 
person. For more information, call 794-
3452 or visit www.landmarkpark.com.

MAy 18 — The fourth annual Hardees 
Ride for Hope to benefit Wiregrass Hope 
Group will begin at the Hardees of Dothan 
at 9 a.m. Free breakfast and lunch with 
free refills will be provided. There will be 
cash prizes and eight stops. Registration 
fees are $20-$40. For more information, 
visit www.wiregrasshopegroup.blogspot.
com.

ONgOiNg — The Wiregrass Museum 
of Art hosts “First Saturday Family Day” 
the first Saturday of every month at 
10:30 a.m. The event is recommended 
for elementary aged children. For more 
information, visit wiregrassmuseum.com 
or call 794-3871. 

ENTERPRISE
ONgOiNg — Every Monday and 

Tuesday at 7 p.m. the city of Enterprise 
hosts line dancing.  Fee is $3 per class. 
For more information, call 348-2684 or 
visit www.cityofenterprise.net.

 
ONgOiNg — The American Legion 

Post 73 meets at the American Legion/
Doer’s Shrine Club building at 200 Gib-
son Street in Enterprise on the fourth Sat-
urday of each month, beginning at 8 a.m. 
This building is across the street from the 
Lee Street Baptist Church on Lee Street.  
For more information, call post com-
mander Jerry Goodson at 347-5961 or 
447-8507.

GENEVA
FRidAy-SuNdAy — The Geneva 

Festival on the Rivers is a Family festival 
at Robert Fowler Memorial Park that fea-
tures food, sculling contest, tug-of-war, 
country and gospel music, a coin scram-
ble, arts and crafts, music, worm fiddling 
and more April 27 from 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
and April 28 from 1-6 p.m. Admission is 
charged. For more information, call 684-
3589 or visit www.genevariverfestival.
com.

MIDLAND CITY
ONgOiNg — Residents are invited 

to Town Hall meetings the first Tuesday 
of each month at 5:30 p.m. at Town Hall, 

1385 Hinton Waters Ave. 
For more information, call 983-3511.

NEW BROCKTON
ONgOiNg — Adult education classes 

are offered in Rm. 12 at New Brockton 
High School, 210 South Tyler St., Mon-
days and Wednesdays from 6-9 p.m. All 
classes are free for individuals 16 years 
old or older who are not enrolled in public 
school. Individuals must take an assess-
ment test prior to attending class. Call 
894-2350 for more information.

ONgOiNg — Disabled American Vet-
erans Chapter No. 99 meets each Tuesday 
and Wednesday at 6 p.m. at New Brock-
ton City Hall. Food and drinks are served 
followed by regular chapter business. 
Chapter No. 99 maintains a DAV service 
office in the New Brockton Police station. 
All veteran services provided are free. 

For more information, call 718-5707.

OZARK
MAy 4 — The Daisy Games Mush Ball 

Tournament and Children’s Festivities 
Fundraiser for Brittany Shepard Pugh 
Scholarship Fund will be held at Steagall 
Park at 8 a.m. For more information, call 
774-9321.

PINCKARD
ONgOiNg — The public is invited 

to the Cross Country Workshop every 
Sunday at 6 p.m. at the Pinckard United 
Methodist Church.  For more informa-
tion, call 983-3064.

SAMSON
ONgOiNg — American Legion Post 

78 meets monthly on the second Tuesday 
at 7 p.m.

TROY
ONgOiNg — Troy Bank and Trust 

Company sponsors senior dance nights 
every Saturday night from 7-10 p.m. at 
the J.O. Colley Senior Complex. The 
complex is transformed into a dance hall 
and features music from the 40s, 50s, and 
60s, finger foods, and refreshments. 

For more information, call Janet Motes 
at 808-8500.

Wiregrass community calendar
If you would lIke to advertIse your event, emaIl JIm HugHes wItH all tHe detaIls at JHugHes@armyflIer.com.

Beyond Briefs
Friday Fest

Friday Fest in downtown Panama City is Bay County’s 
largest street festival with more than 200 show cars, 50 
vendors and live bands — filling up six blocks of Harrison 
Avenue on the first Friday of each month from 6-10 p.m. 
Local shops and restaurants stay open late.

Mother’s Day 
A Mother’s Day brunch at Kingfish Restaurant and 

Sushi Bar overlooking St. Andrews Bay will be held from 
10:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. May 12. Featuring house-smoked 
blackened round of beef, cider brined pork loin, fresh sushi 
or spicy chilled peel and eat shrimp. There will be breakfast 
dishes, salads, soups, pasta, desserts and a child’s buffet.  
Adults are $29.95 and children 12 and under For more 
information, call (850) 236-6075.

 Weapons That Made America
At Fort King George Historic Site in Darien people 

can view an extensive collection of reproduction and 
original weapons ranging from the 16th to the 20th century 
Saturday, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. There will also be periodic 
firing demonstrations throughout the day. Cost is $4-$7. 
For more information, visit GeorgiaStateParks.com or call 
(912) 437-4770.

Geocaching and Camping Weekend
Saturday from 6:30–9:30 p.m. at the Chattahoochee 

Bend State Park in Newnan people are invited to join 

campers to launch the GeoCamper’s weekend. Luminaries 
will be set up while campers geocache. As participants 
wait for sundown the naturalist will engage visitors with 
an interpretive program about the park’s owl population. 
Activities include a bonfire, hotdogs and s’more roasting 
and lighting luminaries. Cost is $5 plus $5 for parking. 
For more information, visit GeorgiaStateParks.com or call 
(770) 254-7271.

Spring at the Homestead
The Red Top Mountain State Park in Cartersville invites 

the whole Family to this living history event and discover 
what life was like for Soldiers and civilians during the 
Civil War Saturday and Sunday from 10 a.m. to  4 p.m. 
Staff and volunteers demonstrate cooking, blacksmithing, 
woodworking, toys and games, candle dipping and more. 
Free and open to the public. For more information, visit 
GeorgiaStateParks.com or call (770) 975-0055.

Music Festival
The Little Roy and Lizzy Music Festival will be May 

1-4 from noon to 10 p.m. at Elijah Clark State Park in 
Lincolnton. Event features bluegrass performers and food 
and craft vendors. Bring lawn chairs.$5 for parking. For 
more information, call (706) 864-7203.

Twilight Paddle
Explore Lake Rutledge on this ranger-guided twilight 

paddle May 3-4, May 17 and May 26-27 from 6-8 p.m. at 
Hard Labor Creek State Park. People can look for Eagles 
and watch the changing colors on the water as the sun sets. 
People should meet at the park office. Register in advance. 

Price is $15 plus $5 parking. 
For more information, call (706) 557-3001.
 

Southern History Train Ride
Explore history with a departure from Georgia Veterans 

State Park, followed by an hour layover in Archery at the 
boyhood farm of President Jimmy Carter May 3 from 10 
a.m. to 3:45 p.m. on the SAM Shortline Excursion Train 
in Cordele. Hop back on the train for a 10-minute ride into 
Plains for an hour and 20 minutes.  The train returns to 
Georgia Veterans Park. For more information, call (877) 
427-2457.

 
May Day Train Ride

Enjoy May Day festivities at St. Mark A.M.E. Church 
in Cordele on the Shortline Excursion Train May 4 from 
9:45 a.m. to 3:35 p.m.  Arriving at 12:30 p.m., people can 
have lunch, hear choirs, view exhibitors making soap, have 
a child’s face painted and children’s crafts vendors will be 
in attendance. There will also be the tradition of planting 
the May Pole at 1:15 p.m. and guest speakers. (877) 427-
2457.

   
High Falls Historic Walk

People can join the parks naturalist on a short walk and 
learn about the history of the once-prosperous town of 
High Falls May 4 from 10-11:15 a.m. at High Falls State 
Park in Jackson. Hike also includes a tour inside the old 
powerhouse, which provides photo opportunities of the 
Towaliga River. People are asked to wear sturdy shoes. 
Meet at the Visitor Center. Cost for the vent is $5 per person 
plus $5 per vehicle for parking. (478) 993-3053.

Gem show comes to Dothan



National Prescription Drug Take-Back Day will be ob-
served locally and nationwide Saturday. 

Sponsored by the Drug Enforcement Administration, 
the day is specifically set aside to allow an opportunity 
to empty medicine cabinets, kitchen drawers, purses and 
pillboxes of unwanted, unused and expired prescription 
drugs, and take them to authorized collection sites in local 
communities.

Fort Rucker will participate in the DEA’s fifth Na-
tional Drug Take-Back Day Saturday from 10 a.m. to 2 
p.m. in front of main post exchange, according to Jesse 
Hunt, Army Substance Abuse Program prevention co-
ordinator.

Other locations that people can drop off their unused or 
unwanted medications include Daleville Grocery Outlet 
parking lot, Enterprise police station’s hallway entrance, 
Ozark Wal-Mart parking lot and the Dothan police sta-
tion’s walkway entrance.

Drug overdoses and brain damage linked to long-term 
drug abuse killed an estimated 37,485 people in 2009, the 
latest year for which preliminary data are available, ac-
cording to a report by the Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention. 

“Drugs now kill more people than motor vehicle ac-
cidents in the U.S.,” said Maj. Clifton Dabbs, a physician 
and epidemiologist at the U.S. Army Public Health Com-
mand. 

Prescription drug use has increased over the years in 
the military. About 17 percent of military personnel re-
ported misusing prescription drugs, including stimulants 
(other than methamphetamine), tranquilizers/muscle re-
laxers, sedatives/barbiturates, pain relievers, anabolic 
steroids, and erectile dysfunction drugs, according to the 
2008 Department of Defense Survey of Health-Related 
Behaviors. 

As in the civilian population, pain relievers were the 
most commonly misused/abused type of prescription drug 
across the military services and in the Army specifically.

According to the 2011 Substance Abuse and Mental 
Health Services Administration’s National Survey on 
Drug Use and Health, more than 70 percent of people 
abusing prescription pain relievers got them through 
friends or relatives, a statistic that includes raiding the 
Family medicine cabinet. 

Dabbs said that the abuse of opiates is becoming more 
prevalent across the Army. 

“Our surveillance shows that there is a rapid increase 
in the numbers of Soldiers being diagnosed with opiate 
dependence or abuse since 2005,” said Dabbs.

Opiate drugs are narcotic sedatives that depress activ-
ity of the central nervous system, reduce pain and induce 
sleep. When misused, opiates can become deadly. 

“Opiates act centrally on the nervous system and can 
actually suppress your ability to breathe,” said Dabbs. 

For this reason, it is important to get rid of painkillers 
as soon as possible.

“It is highly recommended to flush any narcotic pain 
killer down the toilet when they are no longer needed 
for the treatment of pain in which they were prescribed,” 
said Dabbs. “This is because the risk of someone stealing 
them, taking them by accident, and/or the temptation to 
use them recreationally when drinking is too high and the 
consequences can be deadly.”

While flushing is not a recommended disposal method 

for many drugs, Dabbs’ advice about opiates is seconded 
by authorities such as the Food and Drug Administra-
tion.

Dabbs also pointed out that drugs can lose potency and 
effectiveness if they are stored improperly or kept too 
long.

Since the opportunity to dispose of unwanted and ex-
pired medications comes around only once a year, Dabbs 
thinks it’s an opportunity that should be seized.

“In the interests of both health and safety, it’s best to rid 
homes and barracks of unneeded prescriptions,” Dabbs 
said. “Disposing of old prescriptions through the take-
back program removes the risk of misuse and precludes 
accidental overdose by children or pets.”

For personnel who are unable to visit an authorized 
collection site, the Food and Drug Administration recom-

mends disposing of prescription medication by taking the 
medication out of its original container and mixing with 
kitty litter or used coffee grounds, then double bagging 
the item, and putting out with the trash. 

Past Prescription Drug Take Back-Days have been very 
successful, according to the DEA. Last September, more 
than 488,000 pounds of unwanted or expired medication 
was collected at 5,263 take-back sites. 

For more information on National Prescription Drug 
Take-Back Day or to locate a collection center near you, 
visit: Drug Enforcement Administration at http://www.
deadiversion.usdoj.gov/drug_disposal/takeback/index.
html, or Food and Drug Administration at http://www.
fda.gov/downloads/Drugs/ResourcesForYou/Consumers/
BuyingUsingMedicineSafely/UnderstandingOver-the-
CounterMedicines/ucm107163.pdf.
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Fort Rucker observes National 
Prescription Drug Take-Back Day 
By Chanel S. Weaver
U.S. Army Public Health Command
Public Affairs Office
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The pressure is on for 
military students (and their 
parents) as the final months 
of school have arrived and 
everything that comes with 
them, but military Families 
can decrease their stress 
levels and improve their 
children’s grades with per-
sonalized tutoring offered 
online and at no cost to chil-
dren in military Families.  

All kindergarten to 12th 
grade students in eligible 
U.S. military Families can 
access Tutor.com at www.
tutor.com/military, which is 
funded by the Department 
of Defense Family, Morale, 
Welfare and Recreation 
Library Program, the Yel-
low Ribbon Reintegration 
Program, the Army Gen-
eral Library Program and 
the Navy General Library 
Program. 

Available any time, any 

day, this DOD-funded re-
source provides expert 
tutoring in all core school 
subjects. Tutor.com allows 
students to work one-to-one 
with a live tutor online for 
help with homework, study-
ing, test preparation, proof-
reading, essay writing and 
more. Instant, on-demand 
expert support is available 
in all core subjects, includ-
ing algebra, geometry, cal-
culus, physics, earth sci-
ence, language arts, history 

and AP-level courses. 
Tutor.com is staffed by 

more than 2,500 carefully 
screened experts who are 
available to work one-to-
one with a student online. 
With an Internet-enabled 
computer or handheld mo-
bile device, students can 
connect to a tutor any time, 
any day from anywhere — 
no appointment needed. 
A student and tutor work 
together in a secure and 
anonymous online class-

room that features an in-
teractive whiteboard, file 
sharing and instant mes-
saging. 

Students of all skill levels 
can benefit from using Tu-
tor.com – students can work 
with tutors for step-by-step 
help with homework as-
signments or simply ask a 
tutor to double-check their 
work. Parents of younger 
students can log in to Tu-
tor.com and work alongside 
their children. Advanced 

students can get help with 
more challenging classes. 

Feedback collected from 
Tutor.com users shows 
that students who use it 
are more confident in their 
schoolwork, complete more 
homework assignments and 
improve their grades. 

Creating an account and 
working with a tutor is 
quick and easy. For more 
information and to create 
an account, visit www.tutor.
com/military. 

academic help a click away at tutor.com
tutor.com
Press Release
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$5.00
RX Plan
Get a month

Supply of certain
medications!

Elba

West Gate Center
621 Boll Weevil Circle, Suite 6

Enterprise, AL

DON’T MISS OUT!

navyfederal.org 1.888.842.6328

Federally insured by NCUA. Use of released Department of Defense
imagery does not constitute product or organizational endorsement of any kind by the Department of Defense.
Department of Defense photo. App StoreSM is a service mark of Apple, Inc. AndroidTM is a trademark of Google, Inc.
© 2013 Navy Federal NFCU 12399 Rucker (4-13)

For over 80 years, we’ve had the honor of serving our active
and retired military members. To show our appreciation for your
service to country, we’re o�ering specials on loans, credit cards,
and more during Military AppreciationWeek—just for you! To

learn more, just go online, visit a branch, or call between May 4-11.

THANK YOU
FOR YOUR

SERVICE
TO OUR

COUNTRY

WASHINGTON — A “David-and-Goliath” scenario, 
an Army installation commander standing up to a multi-
billion-dollar industry over the deaths of three of his Sol-
diers, has borne fruit in a national Food and Drug Admin-
istration warning and the drug maker’s decision to stop 
production of a controversial dietary supplement.

Maj. Gen. Dana J.H. Pittard, commander of Fort Bliss, 
Texas, and the 1st Armored Division, lauded USPlabs’ 
announcement that it would stop production of Jack3d.

The supplement contains dimethylamylamine, a stim-
ulant popular among bodybuilders and dieters that the 
Food and Drug Administration last week linked to elevat-
ed blood pressure and heart attacks.

Pittard’s crusade against the supplement began in 2011 
when two Fort Bliss Soldiers, Pfc. Michael Sparling and 
Sgt. Demekia Cola, died of heart failure during physical 
training. Their autopsies reviewed that DMAA use was a 
contributing factor in their deaths.

In July 2012, another Fort Bliss Soldier, Pfc. David Ar-
tis, died of heart stroke during physical fitness training. 
His death also was linked to DMAA use.

Pittard, who instituted a campaign to reduce suicides 
and other preventable deaths on arrival at Fort Bliss, im-
mediately demanded that products containing DMAA be 
removed from the shelves of a commercial vitamin store 
outlet on the post. It was an unpopular move, he told 
reporters April 18, raising the ire of the Fort Bliss com-
munity, questions from some Army leaders and criticism 
from manufacturers of supplemental products.

“But regardless, we stood firm in the face of that criti-
cism,” Pittard said. “We felt it was the right thing to do 
for our Soldiers.”

The pushback, he said, actually strengthened the re-
solve at Fort Bliss to take the fight beyond the installa-
tion’s gates. Partnering with the Consortium for Health 
and Military Performance and the Pentagon’s Department 
of Military and Emergency Medicine, Pittard and his staff 
set their eye on eradicating DMAA products across not 
only the Army, but also the entire Defense Department.

This unified campaign spurred the Army to ban supple-
ments containing DMAA from all installations in March 
2012. Four months later, the Defense Department fol-
lowed suit, banning them from all U.S. installations. In 
the next promising development, the FDA issued an advi-
sory in mid-April warning consumers not to buy dietary 
supplements containing DMAA.

But the biggest victory, Pittard said, was the decision 
by USPlabs, the manufacturer of Jack3d, to stop using 
DMAA in its products.

“Yesterday’s action by USPlabs really in many ways 
vindicates those on Fort Bliss who fought so hard, and 
fought the supplement and billion-dollar drug industry on 
this issue,” he said.

Pittard expressed thanks to the Army and Air Force Ex-
change Service, and Army and DOD leadership for sup-
porting the effort. He acknowledged that it took courage 
to collectively stand up to powerful drug companies and 
others who resisted their efforts.

“And we believe this will save countless lives in the 
future,” he said.

Army deaths spur successful 
campaign against supplements
By donna Miles
American Forces Press Service



 The Fort Rucker community 
pulled together Saturday during the 
installation’s second Survivors and 
Fallen Heroes 5k run and remem-
ber.

The run is designed to honor sur-
vivors and those who have made 
the ultimate sacrifice, according to 
Beth Gunter, financial counselor 
for Survivor Outreach Services, 
and to show Families of fallen Sol-
diers that they are still a member of 
the Army Family.

“This gives us an opportunity to 
show survivors of our fallen ser-
vice members that their loved one 
is not forgotten. We want to honor 
those who have fallen,” she said, 
adding that this run is a tribute to 
the sacrifices that they have made 
for the rest of America. 

The run is a collaborative effort 
by the Directorate of Family, Mo-
rale, Welfare and Recreation, the 
members of B Company, 1st Bat-
talion, 145th Aviation Regiment 
and the SOS program. 

Gunter said that SOS reaches out 
to all survivors to provide service 
and answer whatever questions 
they may have for a lifetime, rather 
than just a period of time after a 
Soldier has fallen. 

Some runners, like 1st Lt. Joshua 
Paille, who ran with a 20-pound 
rucksack, said they carried their 
fallen loved ones with them daily 
and that it was meaningful for Fort 
Rucker to honor the fallen this 
way.

“I ran for three people, but the 
one closest to my heart is Lance 
Cpl. Justin Mcleese. We went to 
high school together and he was 
killed in Fallujah,” he said. Paille’s 
running partner was Irish, a black 
yorkipoo who ran for Pvt. Robert 
Copeland.

“The run keeps the memory of 
the Soldiers alive. It is so easy to 
forget somebody when they are 
gone, but it means a lot to the Fam-
ilies and friends to see the names 
of those who [have been] lost on 
our backs and chests. We have to 
remember them,” he said.

Keeping the memories of those 
lost alive is something that every-
one participating from organizers 
to on lookers said was one of the 
most important things about the 
race. Many agreed that races such 
as this one are for the good of the 
country.

People could be seen crying dur-
ing the competition as well as after 
the race, but smiles ultimately ran 
the show. 

Lining the road at the start and 

finish lines were Wiregrass Patriot 
Guard Riders and members of lo-
cal Boy Scout Troops. Many said it 
was an honor to do their parts.

 “We do this out of respect for 
our fallen heroes and those who are 
still overseas,” said Durl Adkinson, 
member of the Wiregrass Patriot 
Guard Riders. “We hope that [the 
Families] know that we are here to 
support them and that we respect 
what Soldiers do and what Fami-
lies have sacrificed.”

Three hundred and eighty six 
stars were worn and all available 
stars participated in the race. There 
were 377 participants this year, 
beating out last year’s 359 total.

“We had [several] Soldiers come 
out and run for survivors in our 
area, but we also had blank stars if a 
runner knew someone and wanted 
to run in their honor,” said Gunter. 

Officials kept the tone of the 
race as upbeat as possible. The DF-
MWR helicopter was there, music 
was playing and a bouncy house 
was there for children. 

Five Gold Star Families were 
represented at the race, embodying 
the about 700 Gold Star members 
that live in the Alabama area, ac-
cording to Col. Stuart J. McRae, 
garrison commander.

 “We will never forget the ones 
who paid the ultimate sacrifice for 
the freedoms that we have. This is 
just a small symbol of that as we 
run and remember. In a way we are 
making sure that our Families are 
also neither forgotten nor left be-
hind,” he said.

McRae ran with Pfc. Ryan Win-
slow’s star. Winslow is one of the 
386 fallen heroes from the Ala-
bama area. 

CW4 Wayne Grimes, B Com-
pany, 1st Battalion, 13th Aviation 
Regiment, said he enjoyed the run, 
but that it reminded him of the 
heavy burden in his heart.

“We are remembering not just 
those who have fallen in this war 
but in all wars since the Revolu-
tionary War. I am running for lots 
of lost friends … too many,” he 
said.

The overall winners of the race 
were: Penny Proctor, overall female 
open winner; Kim Barcelone, over-
all female master winner; Cassie 
Logan, overall female grandmaster 
winner; David Seymour, overall 
male open winner; Marcus Woody, 
overall male master winner; and 
Max Timmons, overall male grand-
master winner.

Bandit Mccarthy, who ran with 
W01 Mac Mccarthy, B Company, 
1st Battalion, 145th Aviation Regi-
ment, was the first canine to cross 
the finish line.
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Sports Resilience
Natick employees endure 
Boston Marathon tragedy

story on Page D3

By Sara E. Martin
Army Flier Staff Writer

Thunder returns to Lake Tholocco
With speeds reaching in excess of 100 

mph, Thunder on Tholocco promises to 
excite.

The multi-class boat race returns to West 
Beach at Lake Tholocco Saturday and 
promises to bring entertainment for every-
one, young and old, and is sure to get the 
blood pumping during the drag boat race 
event, according to Kimberly Abeln, Di-
rectorate of Family, Morale, Welfare and 
Recreation annual events coordinator.

“Thunder on Tholocco is a multi-boat, 
outboard drag boat race, and two boats 
usually go head-to-head on a linear race 
track on the Lake,” she said. “This is our 
seventh time having the race and we’re re-
ally excited to have this event come back 
to Fort Rucker.”

The gate will open at 9 a.m., and the rac-
es will run from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. Tickets 
are $5 in advance and $7 at the gate, and 
the event is open to the public. Children 12 
and younger get in free.

These high-performance boats last 
graced Lake Tholocco’s waters in 2011 
when seven different classes of boats took 

to the water. The same seven classes are 
expected to participate this year. The dif-
ferent classes are river racers, unlimited, 
pro-mod, bass and skeet,V-6, pro-max 
bass and skeet, and pro-drag.

“I don’t really know much about boats, 
but what I do know is that they’re all really 
fast and really fun to watch,” said Abeln.

In addition to the boat race, there will be 
other activities that people can take part in 
between the racing, including wakeboard 
demonstrations by H2 Watersports.

“They’re going to go out on the water 
with a boat that creates a pretty big wake, 
and they will do all their wake boarding 
tricks for people to watch – it’s really ex-
citing,” said the events coordinator.

There will also be paddle boats in the 
swimming enclosure for children that are 
watching the races to help release a lot of 
that nervous energy and excitement from 
watching the boats fly across the water, 
said Abeln.

Families and friends can also participate 
in kayak and canoe races to test their speed 
on the waters of Tholocco, as well.

Although swimming won’t be permitted 
during the race due to safety issues, there 
will be a way for people to get wet and 

stay cool in case the weather heats up.
“We will have an inflatable slip-and-

slide out there since people won’t be able 
to swim,” said Abeln. “It get’s a little 
warm out there toward the end of April, so 
if people want to get wet to cool off, that 
will be available to them.”

People are encouraged to bring their 
blankets and lawn chairs to sit and watch 
the races, and food vendors will be on-
hand to sate any appetites that arise from 
all the excitement, she said.

In order to keep the beach area and wa-

ters safe for everyone, Abeln reminds peo-
ple that glass containers are not permitted 
on the lake, and pets are not allowed on the 
beach. Pets are allowed on the grassy ar-
eas as long as they adhere to Fort Rucker’s 
veterinary standards, she added.

“It’s going to be a great day and it’s a lot 
of fun,” said Abeln. “Not only is it great 
for Families, but it’s a good time for single 
Soldiers as well, so bring your buddies and 
come out for some amazing races.”

For tickets, call 255-1749.

By Nathan Pfau
Army Flier Staff Writer

Boats race across the water during the 2011 Thunder on Tholocco event. This year’s event will be Sat-
urday from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m., but gates open at 9 a.m. Tickets are $5 in advance and $7 at the gate, and 
ages 12 and younger get in free.

File photo

Top: CW4 Wayne Grimes, B Company, 1st Battalion, 
13th Aviation Regiment, with his son, Owen, carries an 
American flag during the second Survivors and Fallen 
Heroes 5k run Saturday.

Left: Three hundred and seventy seven runners par-
ticipated in Saturday’s Survivors and Fallen Heroes 5k 
run. The run is designed to honor survivors and those 
who have made the ultimate sacrifice, and to show 
Families of those fallen Soldiers that they are still 
members of the Army Family.

photos by sara e. Martin

Remembering Heroes
Fort Rucker runs to honor survivors, fallen heroes
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NATICK, Mass. — About five minutes earlier, Shivaun 
Pacitto had crossed the finish line in the 117th Boston Mara-
thon. She was milling about with hundreds of other runners 
who were waiting to receive their medals and space blankets 
to ward off the spring chill. 

Pacitto, a research psychologist with the Consumer Re-
search Team at the Natick Soldier Research, Development 
and Engineering Center, was a bit disappointed with her 
time of 4 hours 3 minutes, 37 seconds, but she otherwise 
was enjoying the atmosphere before that instant when ev-
erything changed.

“All of a sudden, I heard a loud boom, and it shook through 
my body,” Pacitto recalled. “And I turned back and I said, 
‘Oh, my God.’ And then I heard a second one, and I fell to 
my knees. A runner picked me up and he said, ‘You have to 
run. There might be another (bomb) at the finish line.’”

Her husband, Gary Pacitto, chief of the engineering di-
vision of the Directorate of Public Works for U.S. Army 
Garrison Natick, also heard the explosions but couldn’t see 
them from where he was standing. As others ran in the other 
direction, Gary jumped a fence and sprinted toward the fin-
ish line on Boylston Street.

“All I could think of was Shivaun,” Gary said. “When 
I got there, there was just mayhem. There (were) people 
coming in wheelchairs without legs. It was devastating to 
see how many people were injured and how injured they 
were.”

Gary finally reached the finish line but couldn’t find his 
wife.

“I walked to the side of the road, and I prayed that she 
was OK, because I didn’t know where she was,” Gary said. 
“And then the phone rang, and it was her.”

Pacitto had borrowed a cell phone from another runner 
and called her husband. They, their young sons and other 
Family members made it to Boston Common but still didn’t 
feel safe.

“We got stuck in Boston for hours,” Pacitto said. “We 
were afraid to take the train home. We didn’t know what 
was going on with other bombings. My brother came into 
the city and picked us up and we got home safely.”

The Pacittos said the day after the marathon was worse 
for them.

“Families that have lost lives and have injured, you know, 
how do you pray for them in a way that can reach their Fam-
ilies to give them comfort?” Gary said. “That’s the hard-
est part about today, is realizing that there’s so many people 
affect by this and so many Families that will never be the 
same. Today, it was hard realizing there was an 8-year-old 
boy who died, and others (who) died.”

Lt. Col. Tim Haley, a physician assigned to the U.S. Army 
Research Institute of Environmental Medicine, knows ex-
actly how Gary Pacitto feels. He was helping elite runners 
who needed medical treatment earlier in the race and was 
eating at a nearby restaurant when the explosions took place. 
In the confusion, first responders wouldn’t allow him back 
into the medical area.

“I know that an 8-year-old died,” said Haley, a pediatri-
cian by training. “It was sort of frustrating for me.”

At the same time, running between miles 23 and 24 of the 
race, Mike Nixon came upon spectators on the course and 
runners walking the opposite way. The ex-Marine wondered 
what was happening.

“So I was a couple miles away (from the finish line) at that 
point,” Nixon said. “I had my headphones in. Nobody knew 
what was going on.”

It soon became all too apparent to Nixon, a program ana-
lyst with the Expeditionary Basing and Collective Protec-
tion Directorate at NSRDEC.

“I ran into some of my running club friends,” said Nixon, 
who has run three marathons. “They flagged me down. They 
were shouting at me because I had my headphones in, and I 
stopped. They were like, ‘It’s over. A bomb went off at the 
finish.’ It was kind of like September 11th in the way you’re 
getting information from other people but you’re not sure 
what’s really going on.”

Nixon’s thoughts immediately went to his wife, daughter 
and other Family members, who were planning to meet him 
after the race.

“And I said, ‘Oh, my God, my Family’s at the finish,’” 
Nixon said. “And then, of course, I started texting and try-
ing to call, frantically, to make sure everybody was OK. And 
everybody was OK, thankfully. They hadn’t made it down 
yet to that point.

“The phones weren’t working very well for obvious rea-
sons, but the text messages were pretty quick, so thankfully, 
it wasn’t as bad as 9/11, because I remember being in South 
Carolina and trying to call home. I was in the Marines at the 
time.”

Behind Nixon on the marathon course in Framingham 
was Wes Long, an equipment specialist at Natick’s Depart-
ment of Defense Combat Feeding Directorate. Long was on 
hand in his capacity as an auxiliary police officer.

“We were able to ensure that marathon ran smoothly and 
safely through the Framingham section,” Long said. “I am 
truly saddened by the events that unfolded at the finish line. 
My thoughts, prayers and support go out to the victims and 
their Families.

“Also, thank you to all the police officers, firemen, EMTs, 
first responders, military and anyone else who helped and 
continues to help during these difficult times. We stand to-
gether.”

Earlier in the day, Jenna Scisco, a research psycholo-
gist for the Military Nutrition Division of USARIEM, had 
served as one of the volunteers who guided buses from Bos-
ton and greeted runners as they arrived at the starting line in 
Hopkinton. Fortunately, she wasn’t near the finish line, but 
she shared some thoughts about the events of the day.

“I am praying for those who lost their lives and were in-
jured, and for their Families and friends,” Scisco said. “It is 
so difficult to understand what happened yesterday, and so 
hard to imagine the pain and suffering that those directly af-
fected by this tragedy are experiencing.”

Scisco pointed out that more than 20,000 athletes had 
taken part in the race and raised millions for charity, and 
that more than 8,000 volunteers had turned out to help them 
achieve their goals. Then, when tragedy struck, they went 
the extra mile for each other.

“Race organizers, first responders, spectators, volunteers, 
and runners risked their own safety and came to the aid of 
the injured,” Scisco said. “In the midst of this terrible trag-
edy, we saw the strength and inherent goodness of humanity 
shine through.”

After enduring minutes that seemed like hours, Mike Nix-
on used the GPS in his cell phone and was reunited with his 
Family. His third marathon attempt had been cut short, but it 
became apparent it wouldn’t be his last.
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ThuNdEr oN Tholocco
Fort Rucker hosts the seventh annual Thunder on Tholocco 

Saturday from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. at Lake Tholocco. People are 
welcome to bring chairs or blankets and watch multi-class out-
board drag boat racing. These high-performance machines reach 
speeds in excess of 100 mph. For people looking to get in on the 
action can sign up to participate in a kayak or canoe race, try out 
a paddle boat, or see how far they can make it down the inflat-
able slip and slide. Food vendors will be on site with a variety 
of menu options. Tickets are $5 in advance, $7 day of event, and 
children 12 and younger get in free.  The event is open to the 
public. 

For more, call 255-1749.

oPEraTioN Golf 4 lifE
Silver Wings Golf Course hosts four free golf clinics in May. 

These one-hour sessions will teach people the basics, winning 
techniques and how to play the game. People can take part in one 
session, or all four, as officials say people will learn something 
new each session. All equipment is provided, and course officials 

say it is their way of saying “Thanks for serving!” and “Welcome 
home!” to Soldiers. 

For a schedule of the clinics or more information, call 598-
2449.

SuPEr dEMo day
Silver Wings Golf Course hosts Super Demo Day May 4. The 

day offers people a chance to experience the latest and greatest 
that golf technology has to offer, according to course officials. 
People can use clubs in outdoor conditions to check out perfor-
mance. The driving range will be equipped with plenty of golf 
balls. Food and beverages will also be available. 

For more, call 598-2449.

diSc Golf TourNaMENT
The Fort Rucker Physical Fitness Facility holds its first disc 

golf tournament May 4 from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. at the Fort Rucker 
Disc Golf Course. Trophies will be awarded to first place in the 
amateur men’s and women’s divisions, and 18 and under, 19–45, 
and 46-and-older age brackets. Cost is $12 through May 2 and 

includes a T-shirt and $15. After May 2, T-shirts will be available 
as supplies last. The Disc Golf Tournament will be 18 holes and 
people will be paired up randomly, followed by another 18 holes 
paired by age group and score. People can register at the front 
desk of the Fort Rucker PFF on Andrews Avenue.  

For more, call 255–2296.

Golf iNTraMuralS BEGiN
The spring-summer golf intramurals begin May 7 and 9 at Sil-

ver Wings Golf Course at 5p.m. Cost is a one-time league fee of 
$10 per player, and $10 green and cart fee per player, per out-
ing. Silver Wings members pay $5 cart fees per outing. Leagues 
available are Stroke Play on Tuesdays, and a 4-Person Scramble 
on Thursdays. Intramurals are open to all active duty military 
personnel, members of the reserve components, and their Fam-
ily members with a valid ID card. Civilian employees, contract 
civilian employees, and Family members residing in their house-
holds are also authorized. Family members must be at least 19 
years of age.

For more, call 598-2449.
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By Bob reinert
USAG-Natick Public Affairs 

Natick employees endure 
Boston Marathon tragedy

Shivaun Pacitto, center, of the Natick Soldier Research, Development and Engineering Center, is reunited with husband Gary Pacitto, left, and 
other members of her Family April 15 after the Boston Marathon. Pacitto crossed the finish line just minutes before the bombs detonated.

photo by Moira roach

sales • service • Parts

Brand New
Travel Trailers

$899500
as low as

plus tax, tag, and title

Brand New
Pop-Ups

$699500
as low as

plus tax, tag, and title

4218 S. Oates St.
Hwy 231 South

Dothan
334-678-5194

www.runawayrv.net

Streamlite

Come See Me!

for your next new or pre-owned RV!
Stephen@runawayrv.net

ENTERPRISE SHOPPING CTR

College Cinema • enterprise

WESTGATE CENTER

*R Rated Films, one must be 17 or with parent*

CLARK THEATRES
ENTERPRISE

Web Site: www.hollywoodconnector.com
MOVIE INFO 24/7 - 347-2531
ACTIVE DUTY SERVICE MEMBER DISCOUNT

(WITH ACTIVE MILITARY ID ) + 1 Guest
April 26 - May 2, 2013
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I PAIN AND GAIN - R
Mon - Fri 7:00 & 9:25
Sat - Sun 2:00, 4:25, 7:00 & 9:25

II THE BIG WEDDING - R
Mon - Fri 7:15 & 9:15
Sat - Sun 2:00, 4:00, 7:15 & 9:15

III THE CROODS - PG
Sat - Sun 2:00 & 4:00

OLYMPUS HAS FALLEN - R
Mon - Fri 7:00 & 9:20
Sat - Sun 7:00 & 9:20

IV SCARY MOVIE 5 - PG13
Mon - Fri 7:00 & 9:00
Sat - Sun 2:00, 4:00, 7:00 & 9:00

I OBLIVION - PG13
Mon - Fri 7:00 & 9:25
Sat - Sun 2:00, 4:20, 7:00 & 9:25

II G.I. JOE RETALIATION - PG13
3D - Mon - Fri 7:10 • Sat - Sun 2:10 & 7:10
2D - Mon - Fri 9:10 • Sat - Sun 4:10 & 9:10

III 42 - PG13
Mon - Fri 7:00 & 9:20
Sat - Sun 2:00, 4:20, 7:00 & 9:20

$2.00 Upcharge for 3D

PAIN AND GAIN - R - Advance Showing
Thursday Evening 4/25 at 9:15
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Some promised. We delivered. The AAS-72X+ is the only Armed Aerial Scout offering with flight-proven

high/hot performance and credible affordability. And it will be delivered rapidly by the same American

workforce that has produced more than 250 UH-72A Lakotas, all on time and on budget. Army aviators

can’t afford to gamble on a promise. It’s time for an aircraft they can believe in – the AAS-72X+.

www.ArmedScout.com

Right Capability.
Right Price.
Right Away.
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