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ATSCOM, 164th TAOG gets new commander

By Nathan Pfau
Army Flier Staff Writer

Soldiers and Families said their goodbyes as
Fort Rucker bid farewell to one of its command-
ers and welcomed a new commander to the Air
Traffic Services Command and 164th Theater
Airfield Operations Group.

The ceremony began as flowers and recogni-
tion were presented to the Families of the incom-
ing and outgoing commanders.

The official change of command took place
with the traditional passing of the colors from
outgoing commander Col. James R. Macklin,
to Lt. Gen. Howard B. Bromberg, deputy com-
manding general and chief of staff of the U.S.
Army Forces Command, to the incoming com-
mander, Col. Michael L. Shenk, symbolizing the
relinquishment of command from the outgoing
to the incoming commander.

Shenk expressed his gratitude and appreciation
to his Family as well to those in attendance, and
and said he plans to earn their trust by maintain-
ing an ethical organization.

“Every leader of ... organizations should serve

with these concepts in mind,” he said. “[These
concepts] demand leadership of each other, dem-
onstrate followership to our superiors and pro-
vide counsel to our subordinates.”

Bromberg took to the podium during the cer-
emony and praised Shenk as he welcomed the
Family to Fort Rucker.

He said Shenk was a proven leader who has
“immense capability, worthy” of the increased re-
sponsibility he will take on as the new ATSCOM
and 164th TAOG commander.

“In the past 24 years, [Shenk] has served in the
most challenging assignments in our Army,” said
Bromberg. “Those same jobs and unique experi-
ences make him especially qualified to lead this
organization.”

The general also expressed excitement to be
in the home of Army Aviation, and voiced his
appreciation for the amount of effort it took to
conduct the ceremony, adding that it was only
fitting that it take place surrounded by history.

“This venue provides all of us with a tangible
sense of our history and tradition, and thismorning

SEE COMMANDER, PAGE A7
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Lt. Gen. Howard B. Bromberg, deputy commanding general and chief of staff of U.S.
Army Forces Command, passes the unit colors to Col. Michael L. Shenk, incoming
commander of the Air Traffic Services Gommand and 164th Theater Airfield Opera-
tions Group, to symholize the change of command at the U.S. Army Aviation Museum
Tuesday.

ID scanning system
enhances security

By Jim Hughes
Command Information Officer

Fort Rucker will start using a new post access control
system Wednesday that both enhances security and sim-
plifies the entry process for visitors to the installation.

The post entered into a contract for the Rapid RCx sys-
tem that allows security officials to better monitor who
enters the post and when, and also prevents those who
should not be on post from gaining access, according to
John Tkac, Directorate of Public Safety chief of physical
security.

When people come on post Wednesday, security guards
will scan their IDs at seven gates: Daleville, Enterprise,
Ozark, Newton and Faulkner, and also at Shell and Cairns
airfields, Tkac said.

Once the IDs are scanned, information contained on
the identification is run through several open source da-
tabases that will alert guards to people with issues such
as warrants out for their arrests, being on terrorist watch
lists and other problems, such as revocation of post driv-
ing privileges and being on the installation debarment list,
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Music Under the Alabama Stars

Children dance to the music in front of the band. during the Music Under the Alabama Stars concert May 17. The next concert
will take place June 15 on Howze Field and will be a special event celebrating the Army’s birthday.

Tkac said.

“Right now, the only time we catch people on those
(latter) two lists is when they go through the inspection
area,” he said. “This system will notify guards right away

SEE SYSTEM, PAGE A7

AER campaign raises more than $100,000

By Nathan Pfau
Army Flier Staff Writer

During the Army Emergency Relief cam-
paign members of the Fort Rucker com-
munity have played their share of golf and
witnessed high-ranking officials arrested —
all for the sake of raising money to support
Soldiers.

People gathered at the U.S. Army Avia-
tion Museum to officially bring an end to a
campaign designed to raise money to help
Soldiers that are in need during the 2012
AER campaign closing ceremony Tuesday.

The campaign ran from March 1 to May
15 and raised $111,818 with the help of the
Army Aviation Center Federal Credit Union
and the 6th Military Police Detachment, ac-
cording to Capt. Thomas Perry, AER cam-
paign coordinator.

“[AACFCU’s] efforts reflect unwavering
support for Fort Rucker and our Soldiers,”
he said. “The 22nd Annual AACFCU golf
tournament was a huge success and raised
$15,000 for AER.”

AACFCU hosts a golf tournament every
year to benefit AER that offers prizes to its

of the makeshift jail that was setup in the
post-exchange parking lot and said he spent
the rest on getting others arrested as pay-
back; following through with the “crime” he
was accused of.

Others that were arrested during the Jail-a-
Thon included: Justin Mitchell, Fort Rucker
deputy garrison commander, who was
charged with running off nearly the entire
garrison command group in July — possibly
as a result of his jokes and bad puns; Com-
mand Sgt. Maj. Dwaine E. Walters, Fort
Rucker garrison command sergeant major,
who was charged with excessive purchases
of Mountain Dew out of Bldg. 5700’s vend-
ing machine, failure to take his wife on a
cruise on their anniversary because he gets
seasick, and permanently departing the gar-
rison July 13; and Ken Mansel, chief of Sup-
port Services Division, who was charged
with abuse of a Xerox copier because of

E—'_:

fee.

buying poor quality paper, excessive use of
random acts of kindness, inappropriate work
attire consisting of Louisiana State Univer-
sity attire, abandoning a motorcycle on sick
leave and excessive use of Microsoft Pow-
erpoint.
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Col. James A. Muskopf, Fort Rucker garrison commander and Army Emergency Relief chairman,
presents a check for $111,818 that was raised for the AER campaign raised to Mimi Brooks, Army
Emergency Relief officer, during the 2012 AER campaign closing ceremony at the U.S Army Aviation
Museum Tuesday.

participants, said Lisa Hales, vice president
of marketing for AACFCU, adding that 100
percent of the sign-up fees and donations
from the tournament go to AER.

“To my friends at [AACFCU], | want to
give a special thanks,” said Col. James A.
Muskopf, Fort Rucker garrison command-
er and AER campaign chairman. “It was a
great golf tournament this year. You picked

a great day to do it and it was a phenomenal
event.”

The 6th MP Detachment also got into
the fundraising action with its Jail-a-Thon,
which Perry said was an “absolute success”
and raised $5,479 for the campaign.

The Jail-a-Thon offered the people on Fort
Rucker a rare chance to have their friends,
co-workers and even bosses arrested, for a

Muskopf was among the guilty that were
arrested during the Jail-a-Thon event May
17, and was charged with issuing arrest
threats to his administrative staff.

“I was innocent,” he said as he was taken
into custody during the event. “This year it
cost me $130 during the Jail-a-Thon.”

The colonel spent $90 to bail himself out

The money that was collected during the
Jail-a-Thon for either the cost of having
someone arrested or the cost to post bail
went to benefit the AER campaign.

Events like the Jail-a-thon enable AER
to raise money and every year Fort Rucker
raises about $250,000 for AER locally,

SEE AER, PAGE A7

ARMYWIDE = B1-4

COMMUNITY = C1-8

ON POST = C2

SPORTS = D1-4




A2 & MAY 24,2012 | ARMYFLIER.COM

PERSPECTIVE
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Retired Navy Capt. Dan A. Pedersen and his wife, Beth, reunite with Maj. Lan T. Dalat and his mother, Cam Quy Ton (2nd left), at Crystal Cathedral, Garden Grove, Calif., April 21.

A story of rescue, reunion

By Maj. Lan T. Dalat
Army Capabilities Integration
Center

(Editor’s note: This article is
reprinted from the DOD Live
blog. U.S. Army Maj. Lan T.
Dalat, Force Design Analyst for
Force Design Division of AR-
CIC shares his story in honor of
Asian American and Pacific Is-
lander Heritage Month.)

Itis not too often that an Army
Soldier and the former Top Gun
commander of the Navy share
a common bond in history. But
in an event in Garden Grove,
Calif., | finally got to thank the
Naval officers and crew mem-
bers who saved my life nearly 31
years ago on the other side of the
world.

On April 21, retired Vice Adm.
Adam M. Robinson Jr. addressed
a crowd of nearly 2,000 people
inside Crystal Cathedral at the
beginning of a ceremony that
highlighted the achievements of
the “Lucky Few” during Opera-
tion Frequent Wind.

Robinson brought to light the
efforts of Sailors aboard the USS
Kirk, a destroyer with a mis-
sion to escort an aircraft carrier.
It took on a new role April 30,
1975, when the Kirk and its crew
took on the mission to rescue
more than 30,000 Vietnamese
refugees in the South China Sea.

Along with Robinson were
other former commanding offi-
cers of the USS Kirk and the USS
Ranger, who shared stories of
their efforts in rescuing refugees.
Retired Navy Capt. Dan A. Ped-
ersen, who commanded the USS
Ranger CV-61 “Top Gun,” spoke
about rescuing these starved and
dehydrated people floating in a
barely seaworthy 35-foot wood-
en boat.

During his speech, he asked a
woman in the audience to stand
up for recognition. That woman
was my mother, Ton Nu Cam
Quy, who took extreme risk when
she put all of her four children
into that wooden boat, seeking
freedom outside of Vietnam.

“Cam Quy went on and raised

four wonderful children and
turned them into active contrib-
uting members of the United
States,” Pedersen said. “They all
graduated from college and now
one of them is serving in the
military.”

Pedersen then called for me
to stand up in the audience. As |
stood there, | thought about how
a decision that was made some
31 years ago on the South China
Sea had made such a profound
impact in my life today.

When 1 was a young boy
growing up in Orange County, |
forgot about my status as a refu-
gee. | was busy training with
the cross country team to earn
a varsity letter and working af-
ter school to help my struggling
mother with the bills.

One day, | went to a surplus
store to look for cheap camping
equipment, | discovered a navy
blue baseball cap with the bold
print USS Ranger CV-6lalong
with a silhouette of the ship. Im-
mediately, | was fascinated by
that discovery and began my ef-

fort to find members of this ship
to thank them for saving my life.
My search was short, since the
ship was decommissioned.

Then, | thought to myself,
“What would | say when | ac-
tually find the member of that
ship?”

That brainstorming session
led me to a decision of joining
the military after my high school
graduation. | enlisted in the
Army Reserve.

As a Reservist, | had to find a
full-time job to support myself
and to help my Family. | attend-
ed a junior college at night and
worked full time during the day.
| did this for several years until
I was “let go” from my civilian
job for deploying with the Army
Reserve on a long training mis-
sion in Korea. Returning home
without a job, | decided to focus
on my education and applied
for the Army ROTC program at
California State University, Ful-
lerton.

With the support of my cousin,
Becky Nguyen, | attended the

university full time. | was des-
perate to find someone from the
USS Ranger to thank. Fortunate-
ly for me, the Internet allowed
me to expand my search world-
wide. Within weeks of moving
my quest online, the U.S. Navy
responded.

Prior to my graduation from
college, | was reunited with Ped-
ersen, who commanded the ship
that rescued my Family. My ef-
fort paid off. | had the opportuni-
ty to thank the skipper in person
for saving my life and the lives
of so many boat people on that
hot day of March 20, 1981, from
the deadly South China Sea.

In 1997, | graduated with a
bachelor’s degree and earned a
commission in the Army.

Today, we met again in a place
where thousands of Vietnamese
Americans (who had once been
refugees, “the boat people”) had
come to share their success sto-
ries and thanking the Navy and
the United States of America for
the freedom and the opportunity
to live the American Dream.
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‘ ‘ How can you show your support for
our military on Memorial Day? §9
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David DeAvila, Shane Merrell, WO1 Eric DiGiovanna, Spc. Garrett Keys, Sgt. 1st Class
Warrant Officer Family member B Co., 1st Bn., 145 Avn. A Co., 1st Bn., Robert Young,
Candidate Regt. 11 Avn. Regt. NCO Academy
“I usually take a break ‘I spend time with my “Fly a flag” “Show your patriotism.” “Talk to veterans and learn
and enjoy my time off d: s S about the past. Let them
N ad. He’s in the Navy. )
— definitely a freedom I know you appreciate them
partake of.” and they’re not forgotten.”
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publication for members of the
Department of Defense. Contents
of the Army Flier are not necessar-
ily the official views of, or endorsed
by, the U.S. government, or the
Department of the Army.

The editorial content of this pub-
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Fort Rucker Public Affairs Office.
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the purchaser, user or patron.
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shall refuse to print advertising from
that source until the violation is
corrected.

Editorial contacts

Contribute news items or pho-
tographs by contacting the Army
Flier, Public Affairs Office, U.S.
Army Aviation Center of Excel-
lence, Fort Rucker, AL 36362, or
call (334) 255-2028 or 255-1239;
calls to other PAO numbers are not
normally transferable.

If you would like to contact the Army
Flier by e-mail, please contact the
editor at jhughes@armyflier.com.
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Spouses club gives $4,000 to school

By Angela Williams
Army Flier Staff Writer

The Fort Rucker Community
Spouses Club gave a record dona-
tion of $4,000 to the Carroll High
School band for the purchase of
much-needed percussion equip-
ment.

Members of the Spouses Club,
including Kim Crutchfield, Esther
Muskopf, Sandi Farrington and
Patti Galli, surprised band mem-
bers with the gift during a dinner
May 17 at First Methodist Church
of Ozark.

Band director Josh Williams
said the money would go to pur-
chase new percussion instruments,
particularly bass drums, for the
upcoming marching season. The
new equipment will replace the
current instruments which were
bought in the mid 1990s.

“These will last a long time.
They’re high quality,” he said.
“Our percussionists are working
under their instructor to reach the
highest performance level expect-
ed of adrum line. They’re the ones
that really keep the band going on
the field. They’re the ones provid-
ing the beat.”

The spouses club has given out
more than $17,000 in scholarships
this year, but very few welfare re-
quests have come in, according to
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Josh Williams, Carroll High School band director, and Michelle McDonald, assistant band director holding Evan McDonald, 2,
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accept a check for $4,000 from Fort Rucker Community Spouses Club members Cindy Carrell and Christin James.

Cindy Carrell, welfare chair. Be-
cause of this, the club had funds
available to meet the need of the
school.

“We’re proud to be able to sup-
port our community — not just our
Soldiers and Families on post,
but our community supporters as

well,” said Kim Crutchfield, wife
of Maj. Gen. Anthony G. Crutch-
field, U.S. Army Aviation Center
of Excellence and Fort Rucker
commanding general.

“This one was also special to us
because it’s an arts program,” add-
ed Christin James, club president.

“l know funding is being cut for
arts programs, so if we can sup-
port the school and give them what
they need, we want to do that.”
The spouses club is a nonprofit
service organization serving Fort
Rucker and surrounding areas,
James explained, so members are

always looking for opportunities
to give scholarships and provide
funds for welfare requests.

“We want to grow our pro-
gram,” she said. “We would like
to double the amount of money
available so we’re been looking
for people to contribute funds for
that.”

Throughout the year, the club
sponsors events like cupcake
bake-offs, bag sales and the annual
Hollyday Mart to raise money to
fulfill requests, James said. It also
sponsors community events like
Sweetheart Bingo, where seniors
from all the local senior centers
are invited to play bingo, and the
Fairy Godmother Project, which
provides free prom dresses and
jewelry for low-income teens.

James encourages potential
members to consider joining the
club, even if they can’t make it to
the monthly luncheons, because
membership dues contribute to
the scholarship and welfare funds.
The club is mostly inactive during
the summer but will start back up
with the “super sign-up” member-
ship drive in August.

To learn more about the Fort
Rucker Community Spouses Club
or to fill out an online membership
form, scholarship  application
or welfare request, visit www.
ftruckercsc.com.
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And the winner iIs...

Nailah Augustin (center), sixth grade student at Windham Elementary School in Daleville, poses with Sgt. 1st Class David T. Kintz, Fort Rucker chief equal opportunity adviser; James Bouiye, her grand-
father; Tiffany Augustin, her mother; and Lt. Col. Glenn Moore, executive officer for the Air Traffic Services Command, shortly after learning she won the Fort Rucker African-American History essay
contest May 18. Augustin’s essay won the competition sponsored by post EO and ATSCOM. The contest included fifth and sixth grade students from Fort Rucker, Ozark, Daleville and Enterprise.

News Briefs

Change of command

The Aviation Center Logistics Command hosts a
change of command ceremony Wednesday at 10 a.m.
in the U.S. Army Aviation Museum.

Help wanted

The Army Community Service Employment Readi-
ness staff stands ready to help members of the Fort
Rucker community find jobs. The staff maintains a list
of job opportunities in the area, and can also give out
tips and inform about resources to help people find the
right job for them.

Some current opportunities on employment readi-
ness’ “hard to fill” list include: pet groomer, licensed
practical nurse, certified management accountant,
retail sales in a children’s store, emergency medical
technician, dental assistant, and medical billing and
coding.

For more on employment readiness’ services, call
255-3949.

Vacation Bible School

The Fort Rucker Religious Support Office invites the
children of the post and Wiregrass Community to the
free “Babylon: Daniel’s Courage in Captivity” Vacation
Bible School June 4-8 from 8:30-11:30 a.m. daily at the
Main Post Chapel and Spiritual Life Center Complex,
Bldgs. 8940 and 8939. VBS is a Christian children’s
ministry program teaching concepts that all Christian
faiths hold in common. VBS is open to children in
kindergarten through sixth grade. For registration,
contact Dr. Nancy Jankoski by Monday by calling
255-3946, or emailing nancy.b.jankoski.civ@mail.mil.

Clothing sales hours

The military clothing sales store’s operating hours
have changed. The store is closed Sundays, and open
Mondays-Fridays from 8:30 a.m. to 6 p.m. and Satur-
days from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.

For more, call 598-9423.

DHR closure

The Fort Rucker Directorate of Human Resources
will close for its organizational day on June 8 at 11:30
a.m. and will reopen June 11 at 7:30 a.m.

The closure will include the Army continuing edu-
cation center, Army Substance Abuse Program and
the military personnel division —Defense Enrollment
Eligibility System and ID card section, in and out pro-
cessing, reassignment, and transition and retirement
services.

Also, people should call ahead as there will be lim-
ited staffing with the Army Career and Alumni Pro-
gram, 255-2558, and casualty operations and mortuary
affairs at 255-1813.

For emergencies, call 332-9672 or 432-2070.

ID card section

People who need a common access card or military
ID card who are in a hurry can make an appointment
by calling 255-2437 or 255-2182.

When people call for an appointment, they will be
screened and advised of any documentation they need
to bring. Walk-ins will continue to be served on a first-
come, first-served basis.

As a reminder, people may experience delays from
1lam.tolp.m.

Be on the lookout

Shaw Pest Controllers recently began pavement veg-
etation control. Shaw will continue to treat the parking
areas, streets, runways, taxiways and other paved ar-
eas of Fort Rucker and the various airfields until late
September. The Shaw employees will be operating in
a slow moving utility vehicle with a yellow caution
light. People are asked to use caution when approach-
ing the vehicle.

For a schedule of dates, places and times of the treat-
ments, call 255-1763.

Speeding leads to suspension

Anew regulation is in place for all motor vehicle op-
erators driving on Fort Rucker, according to Director-
ate of Public Safety officials. Driving privileges will
be suspended for all motor vehicle operators cited for
speeding 20 mph in excess of the posted speed limit.

Suspended driving shall not exceed three months for
each offense for those cited.

Thrift shop

The Fort Rucker Thrift Shop is open Wednesdays-
Fridays from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. and also the first Satur-
day of the month from 8 a.m. to noon, unless it falls on
a holiday weekend and then the shop will be open on
the second Saturday.

The thrift shop needs people’s unwanted items.
People can drop off donations at any time in the shed
behind the shop (former Armed Forces Bank building)
located in front of the theater next door to the bowling
alley. Donations are tax deductible.

For more information, call 255-9595.
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Service members, Families get
free pass to national parks

By Lisa Daniel
American Forces Press Service

WASHINGTON — Service members and their Families
will be able to enter all of America’s national parks free of
charge for a year under an initiative announced May 15.

The pass — the America the Beautiful National Parks
and Federal Recreation Lands Annual Pass, which normally
costs $80 — became available to service members and their
Family members on Armed Forces Day Saturday.

Interior Secretary Ken Salazar made the announcement
May 15, along with National Park Service Director Jon
Jarvis, at a ceremony at Colonial National Historical Park
in Yorktown, Va., the site of the last major battle of the
Revolutionary War. The area surrounding the park hosts
installations from all the military services, including the
world’s largest naval base.

“I think when one goes into Virginia and you see all the
sites, the Yorktown battlefield and the whole history of
the country, it’s important that those who have fought in
the tradition of making sure the nation’s democracy and
freedom are protected also have access to these wonderful
sites there,” Salazar said yesterday in a conference call
with reporters.

The passes allow the holder and passengers in a single
private vehicle access to some 2,000 sites that charge per
vehicle. At sites where entrance fees are charged per person,
it covers the pass owner and three adults age 16 and older.

The National Park Service estimates that giving away the
passes to service members and their Families will resultina
revenue loss between $2 million and $6 million, but Jarvis
said that won’t cause a significant impact on the agency,
which collects about $150 million in fees each year.

Military personnel can get the passes at any national
park or wildlife refuge that charges an entrance fee by
showing their military 1D. Family members also will be
able to obtain their own pass, even if the service member is

deployed or if they are traveling separately.

The pass will be accepted at National Park Service, U.S.
Fish and Wildlife Service, Bureau of Reclamation, Bureau
of Land Management, U.S. Forest Service and U.S. Army
Corps sites that charge entrance or standard amenity fees.

The free pass will be made available for activated
members of the National Guard and Reserves, but not for
military veterans or retirees, whom Jarvis said have other
opportunities for free or reduced admission, such as the
National Park Service’s “Access Pass” or a seniors pass for
those 62 and older.

Jarvis, a 40-year Park Service employee, said that while
the free passes are afirst, they are representative of the parks’
history with the military, which dates back to the Buffalo
Soldiers’ battles with Native Americans in the mid-1800s
and the recruitment of former military members to serve as
park rangers under the first NPS director, Stephen T. Mather.
The Park Service maintains many military historical sites
from Gettysburg to Pearl Harbor, and in World War Il even
closed some parks, such as Mount Rainier in Washington
state, to all but active military members, he said.

Rightafter World War 11, the Park Service invested heavily

in infrastructure to prepare the parks for returning service
members, Jarvis said. Today’s generation of warriors also
deserves a deep connection to the parks, he said.

“From my perspective, it is incredibly important to return
this group of returning military members to their national
parks,” Jarvis said. “Nothing is more core to the American
experience than the national parks. These are places for
quiet and contemplation and to reconnect to the American
experience. And we don’t want there to be any barriers to
that.”

The free pass initiative is part of the “Joining Forces”
campaign First Lady Michelle Obama and Dr. Jill Biden,
wife of Vice President Joe Biden, launched last year to rally
Americans around supporting service members and their
Families.

“Our nation owes a debt of gratitude to our servicemen
and women who make great sacrifices to protect our
country and preserve our freedom,” Dr. Biden said in a
White House statement. “In recognition of their service,
we are so pleased to be putting out a welcome mat for our
military families at America’s most beautiful and storied
sites.”
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Odierno
could lead

By C. Todd Lopez
Army News Service

WASHINGTON — It’s possible the Army
could be cut to 400,000 if the sequestration
option spelled out in the Budget Control Act
of 2011 goes into effect, the Army’s chief of
staff said May 17.

The Army is already planning on cutting
80,000 active-duty Soldiers from the force
over the next five years, which will bring the
active end strength down to 490,000 Soldiers.
Were sequestration to kick in, Army leaders
expect the cuts it brings could mean the loss
of an additional 100,000 Soldiers. Those
Soldiers would come from both the active and
reserve components.

“If we have sequestration, it will affect
both the active and reserve component,” said
Chief of Staff of the Army Gen. Raymond
T. Odierno. “It depends on what balance we
pick. But what | talk about a lot is: 70,000
out of the active, 30,000 out of the reserve;
80,000 out of the active, 20,000 out of the
reserve. Some number around there is what
we would expect.”

With that, he said, he expects the active
component of the Army could be reduced
to anywhere between 400,000 to 425,000
Soldiers. The National Guard might lose
an additional 20,000 Soldiers and the Army
Reserve might lose an additional 10,000.

“It would be quite significant,” the general
said, speaking May 17 on Capitol Hill, before
an audience at a Senate Caucus breakfast.

“If we have sequestration, the problem
we have is with this balance between end
strength, readiness and modernization,” he
said. “I think it’s going to be really hard for
us to create this right balance we need, and
secondly | think it’s going to impact not only
end strength, (but) it’ll impact our ability to
train and be ready. And it will significantly
impact our modernization programs. It’s a
template for hollowing out the force.”

As part of the Budget Control Act of
2011, lawmakers who were part of a “super
committee” last year were tasked with finding
$1.2 trillion in savings, or risk across-the-
board reductions in funding. Because a
resolution was not reached, as much as half
that amount could now automatically be cut
from the Department of Defense through
sequestration.

PHOTO BY C. TODD LOPEZ

Chief of Staff of the Army Gen. Raymond T. Odierno tells a Senate Caucus breakfast May 17 that sequestration
under the Budget Control Act could mean the loss of 100,000 Soldiers.

“The thing about sequestration that is also
bothersome, even though the amount of cuts
are in my mind unreasonable, it’s the fact that
we don’t have any choice on where those cuts
are directed,” Odierno said. “It’s a percentage
cut out of every line item that we have. And so
it would completely have significant impact
on our modernization programs.”

Reset and readiness

The Army’s chief of staff also told
lawmakers that “reset” is going well. Reset
is the process the Army uses for the recovery
of personnel, units and equipment from the
war that was fought in Irag, and the ongoing
conflict in Afghanistan.

Odierno said equipment that has come
back to the United States and has been reset
is now being provided to Soldiers back
home for training purposes. The availability
of that equipment for Soldier training helps
those Soldiers and their units increase their
readiness level for the next conflicts.

“We now have some MRAPS (mine-
resistant, ambush-protected vehicles) we can
trainon,” Odierno said. “One of the real issues

YOU'RE INVITED...

Imagine

being able to eat what you want - and tasting it too! Imagine what it
would be like to wake up with a smile on your face - not your teeth in
a glass. Imagine never again having to face the challenges of your

removable bridge or dentures. ..

than ever for you!

LET DOTHAN PERIODONTICS & IMPLANTS
Change your smile...

Change your life!

with Teeth in a Day!
in Association with your General Dentist

Come discover what's new in dentistry - and learn about
more affordable choices. With the latest advances in dental
implant procedures, a life-changing smile could be easier

www.dothanperio.com

Dental Implant Solutions
When: 1° Thursday of the Month
Hosted by: Dr. John Miller & Dr. Daniel Pittman

Call our office to attend a FREE Seminar and Receive a
No-Cost Consultation and 3D Scan Today! (a $400 value)

Please Call Kathy Wimberly at 334-793-7232 to RSVP.
~ kathy@dothanperio.com
— No Childcare Available —

SPACE IS LIMITED

was we weren’t having a lot of our counter-
improvised explosive device equipment, we
didn’t have enough, to do training on. So the
first time they’d see it was when they got into
theater.”

But Odierno told lawmakers that there is
an “incredible amount” of equipment still in
Afghanistan. And until that equipment is back
in the United States and made available to
Soldiers for training purposes, those Soldiers
and their units will face readiness issues.

“When you don’t have the equipment, it’s
more difficult to train, so it is going to take
several years to do this,” he said.

The general told lawmakers that the Army
is going to retool the Army force generation
process, known as ARFORGEN, it used to
provide fighting forces to Iraq and Afghanistan
to keep forces back in the United States at the
appropriate level of readiness for potential
future conflicts.

“We are going to modify (ARFORGEN) in
such a way that will enable us to make sure

Seqguestration
to hollow Army

that we have units at (a) significant high level
of readiness, getting ready to have a high
level,” he said.

The highest level of readiness, C-1, is for
units that are fully equipped and trained to
go to a conflict, and who know where they
are going and are prepared for deployment
to that particular area. The lowest level of
readiness, C-5, is for units that are completely
unprepared for deployment.

“Some units will be at a C-3 level of
readiness,” Odierno said. “We are going to
direct that to ensure we have ready forces,
even as we go through this transition period.
Our goal is to get as many into that ‘ready
category’ as possible.”

Still, Odierno said there will be some units
atavery low level of readiness until equipment
comes back from Afghanistan.

Suicides, sexual assault

Also on the mind of the Army’s senior
officer is dealing with suicides in the force, and
with sexual assault and sexual harassment.

“We are all in on sexual harassment and
sexual assault,” Odierno said. “We have
a lot of work to do. It is a culture. We have
to change the culture in our Army. We get
people from all over our country. And we are
going to bring them into our Army and talk
to them about the Army culture, the Army
culture of values and ethics, the Army culture
of Soldiers taking care of Soldiers we will not
allow this type of behavior to permeate our
profession.”

The number of suicides in the army is
up this year, Odierno said, and will perhaps
exceed the number of suicides that occurred
in any other year. The source of the suicide
problem, Odierno told lawmakers, is difficult
for the Army to pin down.

“I can’t tell you why that is happening and
that is what’s vexing to me,” he said. “There
are no trends.”

The solution, to the suicide problem, he
said, might be clearer.

“I do know it’s about intervention, it’s about
Soldiers knowing Soldiers, it’s about leaders
understanding Soldier issues,” he said. “We
are going to continue to work this problem as
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Commander: Shenk stresses value of leadership

ganization will be in the future. “I’ve known [him] for years, and | know
“| feel like the Army got it right select-
ing [Shenk] to come here,” said Macklin.

HIHIIHIIHHHIHHHHI-—

Continued from Page A1

we’re surrounded by this history,” he
said. “I’m glad everybody could be here
today in this great museum ... that shows
the honor and courage of great Aviation
Soldiers throughout history.”

Along with honoring Shenk, Bromberg
also showed his appreciation to Macklin,
who will be moving on to assume chief
of staff duties at the U.S. Army Avia-
tion and Missile Life Cycle Management
Command at Redstone Arsenal.

Macklin seemed amazed that his time
on Fort Rucker had already come and
gone.

“It seems like just yesterday we were
in this museum and | assumed command
of this amazing organization,” he said.
“As | sat back and reflected on my time
here, 1 was struck with such apprecia-
tion for the incredible professionalism of

both the military members and the great
civilians that make up ATSCOM and the
TAOG.”

Bromberg also expressed his admira-
tion for the members of ATSCOM and
164th TAOG. He conveyed his appre-
ciation to the organizations, adding that
they trained over 1,100 Soldiers in 17
different states.

“In my estimation, this team’s work is
both critical and essential to our nation
and what we do every single day,” he
said. “There is no greater privilege [for]
American Soldiers than commanding
this organization; a truly one-of-a-kind
outfit. It’s a rare and very special oppor-
tunity.”

As the ceremony came to a close,
Shenk said the success of the organiza-
tion depends on its leaders, adding that
the leaders are the ones who are respon-
sible and accountable for where the or-

System: Visitors’ IDs will be
scanned at every gate

Continued from Page Al

if the person is on one of
those lists.”

The system also vali-
dates people’s IDs and
alerts guards to fraudulent
identification, he added.
And the process is near-
instantaneous.

“The scanning process
is sub-two seconds,” he
said. “The guard will
swipe the ID and within
two seconds will have a
response back on whether
things are good to go or if
there is an issue.”

The types of IDs the
system can scan include
Common Access Cards,
Department of Defense,
retired military and de-
pendent ID cards, and all
U.S. and Canadian driv-
ers licenses, the security
chief said.

People should still use
the same IDs they used
previously to gain access
to the post — people with
military IDs and CACs
should present them when
approaching the gate, and
visitors should use drivers
licenses. People wanting
to enter the post without
a scannable ID, such as a
passport, will need to go
to the inspection area for
entry, Tkac said.

The biggest change to
procedure will be with
visitors, he said. Previ-
ously, visitors had to
enter post through the
inspection areas of the
gates. Now, they just
pull up to the guards and
present their drivers li-
censes.

He warned, though,
that the new system does

not mean that visitors
will never be asked to go
through the inspection
area, as random measures
will still be taken. Inspec-
tions will also be done on
high-risk vehicles, such
as panel vans and delivery
trucks whose occupants
do not possess a Rapid
Gate credential or valid
military ID.

Tkac advises everyone
to have their vehicle reg-
istration, proof of insur-
ance and ID at the ready
when entering post.

“It’s a good system. |
think people visiting the
installation will probably
like it because they’re not
required to go through
the inspection area every
time,” Tkac said. “And on
the installation side, it’s
a great tool because we
can reach out and check
other sources — bounce
people’s identification
off of the databases to see
if they are wanted or are
criminals.”

The system also comes
with options for security
officials to use to monitor
who’s coming on post and
how often they are com-
ing on, he said.

While the system is
fast, and security guards
received hands-on train-
ing with the creators of
the system, Tkac admits
there may be a learning
curve while personnel ad-
just to the system.

“We’ll be out there
closely monitoring things
and have plans in place
to minimize the effect at
peak traffic times — we
don’t want to hold up traf-
fic while everyone adjusts

AER: Post raises
more than $200K

Continued from Page A1

according to Muskopf.

“[AER] is a great service provided by the Army for its Sol-

diers to keep our Soldiers out of financial [trouble],”

he said,

adding that the focus of the program is to help get struggling
Soldiers “get back on their feet.”

As the ceremony came to a close, Muskopf made sure not
to forget some of the key members of the AER campaign that
he said would not have happened if it weren’t for them.

“I brag on Mimi Brooks every chance | get,” he said. “She
is my Army Emergency Relief officer and she’s the best

part.

“I cannot say enough about Mimi Brooks for what she
does,” said the colonel. “She’s the right person for the job
and it’s an absolute honor to see her in action.”

He also thanked other members of the campaign includ-
ing the campaign coordinator Perry, 2nd Lt. Seth Thompson,
AER assistant campaign coordinator, and WO1 Lissa Yawn,
AER assistant campaign coordinator, and presented them
with certificates of appreciation.

“All three volunteered and they took this on,” said Musko-
pf. “They made sure everything was happening the way it
should and [AER] couldn’t have done this without them.”

Post housing questions?

Visit Picerne Military Housing at
www.ruckerpicerne.com

to the system,” he said.

But the system is pretty
user friendly, according
to Marvin Brandon, chief
of the Department of the
Army security guards.

“The guards received
training, were able to ask
the subject matter experts
questions about the new
system and did some trial
runs at some of the gates,”
he said. “The system
looks a lot like the scan-
ners you see at a grocery
store. The guards scan the
ID, and it either comes up
green that they’re good to
go, or alerts them to an
issue that security needs
to look into further.”

Fort Rucker isn’t the
first to order the system,
as Tkac said Fort Drum,
N.Y., and Fort McCoy,
Wis., have been using it
for a while, with rave re-
views on the system.

“l spoke to the security
people at Drum and they
said there was no differ-
ence in the time to get on
the installation — they
really like it,” he said.

he’s going to do well and move the orga-
nization to another level.”
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For All Military Members

Special Military discount on auto insurance
Emergency Deployment discount

24 /7 service for Active Duty, Guard, Reserve,
and Retired Military and families

Storage Protection Plans with reduced
premium

75 years of service to the Military

More than 150 local agents
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Real Estate Showcase

PAT LEGGETT

334-406-7653

199 CR 748

pat@c21regencyrealty.com

$259,900: Fabulous Dupree Point: 3 BR/2 BA, hardwood, ceramic, office
and lots more in this beautiful brick home. Huge private back yard.

112 Grayton

$259,900: Beautiful well-maintained home in Cotton Creek. Oversized
garage and lot. Spacious open floor plan.

$53,000:  Investors
delight: Long term
| lease. 2 BR/15
townhouse.

$197,500: Fabulous 4 BR/3 full BA brick home in cul de sac. Freshly
painted throughout. Just like new.

$9,950: Unhelievable price on this Shell Landing lot. Ready to build your

dream home on, great location and price.
INVEST ~ LAND
26- 50+/-
37 +/- aures
J5+4/-

58,000
$484,000
$499,000
§795,000
$995,000

151 Geneva Hwy

Boll Weevil Circle

624 Boll Weevil ircle

1109 Boll Weevil Gircle ~~ 3.29 +/- acres

620 Boll Weevil Gircle 2,50 +/- acres
INVEST ~ BUSINESS

501 Ploza

646 N By 231

300 N Edwards

367N by 231

1106 Rucker Blvd

913 Rucker Blvd

§19,900
§175,000
§199,900
§374,900
$474.900
579,998

SOLD
Cerﬂuwﬂ

REGENCY REALTY, INC.

Find us on
Facebook
¢ Trusted 38 Years
* Quality Service Pinnacle
2009, 2010 & 2011
¢ 2008, 2007, 2005 #1 Century
21 Office In Alabama
¢ Top 21 Producing
Century 21 Office In
Alabama 1995-2011
¢ Top 21 Century 21 Office
in the Southeast Region
1988-2011

Wwww.c21regencyrealty.com
531 Boll Weevil Circle

334347004

= Q

s I~ e eaton® QUALITY SERVICE

=2

Trusted for —

(

Official Real Estate Company of U.S. Soccer
NEW LISTING

291 TRENT: Fabulous 4 BR/3 full BA brick home in cul de
sac. Freshly painted throughout. Just like new. $197,500
PAT LEGGETT 334-406-7653

58 CR 171: HUNTER RIDG!
o

- e B g Y P piae]
BEAUTIFUL HOME, hardwood floors throughout, custom
cabinets, granite counter tops, stainless appliances, pretty cus-
tom trim package & custom built mantel. Claw foot tub & tiled
shower in MBA. Custom cabinets and sink in laundry room, huge
lot (1.05 +/-) with mature hardwood trees, plenty of room for a
pool. $295,500 BOB KUYKENDALL 334-369-8534

POND OUTSIDE YOUR BACK DOOR

151 PR 1206: WOW! A secluded piece of paradise. Approx 24
acre stocked lake with a fish house & spring fed catfish pond
just outside your back door. 3 BR/2 BA on main level, basement
could be 4th bedroom with full bath. Won't last long. $273,900
JEANINE ROBERTS 334-313-8885

160 BOLL WEEVIL CIRCLE

SITUATED ON NICE, level landscaped
with covered front porch, covered patio on the back, split has
had only one owner on private road. Master suite garden tub
and shower stall. Florida room. New heat pump installed June
2011. Home warranty also included. $197,000 EVELYN HITCH  [=
334-406-3436

! .
' Heroism.

Dedication.
Courage.
Service.
Never forgotten.
Have a safe
Memorial Day.

66 ACRES

LS e - .
691 ARD: Like o get back to the basics? Then discover this |,
country hideaway. 66 +/- acres of views and seclusion, land i
has been selectively cleared creating beautiful pastures and
wildlife habitat, 3 bedroom 2 bath home has an open floor
plan with a wood burning fireplace, large kitchen with stain-
less appliances. Multiple outbuildings -- Targe barn with office,
pole barn, garage/workshop with guest quarters, and a garden
shed. $265,000 JUDY DUNN 334-301-5656

$119,900

211 WINDOVER WAY: Come see the neighborhood! Convenient
to Ft Rucker back gate. Brick garden home on cul de sac. Easy
maintenance, pantry, sunroom, new roof 2009, fresh interior [ g
paint, ceramic tile in kitchen & bathrooms, walk in closet in MBA.
JACKIE THOMPSON 334-406-1231

TARTAN PINES

143 ROSEMOUNT: Live on the Wetlands Reserve golf course
at Tartan Pines, 3 BR/2 BA, 2000+ sq. ft., granite counter tops,
custom shutters, wrought iron fence & huge laundry room with
separate storage closet. After playing golf enjoy sitting on your
front or back covered patio & beautiful landscaping. $264,000
JIMMY JONES 334-406-1752

(,bm.-‘ng.imn,,,
The Cottages at Woodland Park

P o

CONSTRUCTION, INC.

; u v ’*‘r

347-2600:

FOR RENT

1105 ALBERTA STREET HAMPTON COVE,
ENTERPRISE, AL 36330
3 UNITS AVAILABLE, 2/2, ALL APPLIANCES,
W/D HOOK-UP, BALCONY, NO PETS. SUMMER
SPECIAL-$625 (12 MO. LS), $650 (6 MO. LS).
1/2 OFF 1ST MONTH'S RENT WITH A 12

MONTH LEASE! GREAT LOCATION, ACROSS
FROM PUBLIX! AVAILABLE NOW!

REGENCY MANAGEMENT, INC.
347-0049

EiaLIOR®

OPEN SUNDAY 2:00 - 4:00
NEW LISTING: 106 VINTAGE: Beautiful Tudor
style home in great neighborhood. Zoned for Holly
Hill Elementary School. 3 BR/2 BA, formal living
and dining room, large eat in kitchen, grand room
with fireplace, large sunroom with fully screened
windows and 2 car garage. All situated on a large
well landscaped lot. $179,500

BOB KUYKENDALL 334-369-8534
Directions: Boll Weevil Circle to right on Shell Field Road, right

on Hickory Bend, right on Vintage Lane, 3rd house on left

NEW LISTING

108 RED CLIFF: 4 BR/3 BA, 2400 +/- sq. ft., many sky-
lights, tall ceilings, dramatic landscaping and a gorgeous
front entrance. 2 possible master suites and a window seat
in another bedroom. The kitchen has stainless appliances
and large sized tile. Private backyard has a dog pen and
fireplace. New roof in April, 2012. $224,000 MAGGIE
HAAS 334-389-0011
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Guard medics among 1st to
attend revamped program

Sot. Cliff Aughe, a flight medic with C Co., 1st Bn., 171st Avn. Regt., New Mexico Army National

By Sgt. 1st Class Jon Soucy
National Guard Bureau

ARLINGTON, Va. — Medics from the
Army National Guard are among those
taking part in a pilot program designed
to revamp the training that flight medics
throughout the Army will receive.

Taught at Fort Sam Houston, Texas, the
program will provide flight medics with
additional paramedic and critical care
training and certifications.

“A paramedic provides a higher level of
care,” said Army Master Sgt. Kym Rick-
etts, chief medical non-commissioned of-
ficer with the Army National Guard. “It’s
advanced, pre-hospital medical care.”

Currently, to be a flight medic, a Sol-
dier must be a qualified combat medic and
be in a flight medic slot, but since flight
medics operate under different conditions,
those requirements are changing to reflect

flight medics as they do a higher standard
of care and in a different environment
than a line medic on the ground,” Ricketts
said.

The program is designed to emphasize
that fact and focus on training Soldiers on
those additional skills needed as a flight
medic.

As part of the pilot program and pro-
posed changes, Soldiers go through three
phases of training specific to flight medic
duty.

“The first one is the flight medic phase,”
Ricketts said, adding that it can be waiv-
ered in lieu of on-the-job training. “Phase
two is the nationally registered paramedic
[course], which is the longest phase, and
phase three is the critical care transport
piece.”

The push for making changes to flight
medic requirements came from a number
of elements, including a study done on a

Guard, watches over a soldier from the Afghan National Army during an recent evacuation mission

in Afghanistan.

that.

“The medics need additional training as

SEE GUARD, PAGE B4

UH-72H LANOTA HITS 100,000 HOURSY

CW4 Chris Ezell, GW3 Jason Lacrosse, and Spc. James Harrison of the Falcon Team, Joint Multinational Readiness Center, Operations Group, pose in front of a UH-72A Lakota Light Utility Helicopter on the
flight line at Hohenfels, Germany, May 21. On May 10 this team flew the 100,000 flight hour of the UH-72A Lakota helicopter, the U.S. Army’s newest aircraft.

PHOTO BY SGT. CAROL LEHMAN

Alaska National Guard Aviation support critical to operation

By Maj. Guy Hayes
Alaska National Guard PAO

NOME, Alaska — Pulling off
the nation’s largest recurring joint
medical readiness exercise re-
quires significant logistical sup-
port in remote areas of western
Alaska where miles of wilderness
separate villages in Alaska’s last
frontier.

With no roads connecting vil-
lages, transporting  supplies,
equipment and personnel to 16
locations in two weeks requires
dedicated planning, flexibility
and knowledgeable professionals
— professionals like the men and
women of the Alaska National
Guard.

“Task force Aviation is critical
to our ability to travel to each vil-
lage and provide medical, dental,
optometry and veterinary care,”
said Lt. Col. Sharolyn Lange,
task force medical commander
for Operation Arctic Care 2012.
“We can’t do our job without their
daily support getting supplies and
personnel into each of the Arctic
Care villages.”

Following the arrival of Arctic
Care participants on Alaska Air
National Guard C-130 aircraft
and a U.S. Air Force C-17 Globe-
master 111, April 9, Alaska Army
National Guard Aviators and

maintenance crews have worked
tirelessly to get the right people
and equipment to wherever they
are needed.

“On an average day we move
about 40 people right now, but
we’re moving more supplies than
people to the villages, so they
have the equipment they need,”
said Capt. Peter Pagni, UH-60
Black Hawk pilot, Alaska Army
National Guard.

Pagni, who is supporting his
second Arctic Care operation, is
just one of many Alaska Army
National Guard Aviators sup-
porting this year’s mission out
of Nome, and credits the support
and maintenance personnel for
ensuring they are mission ready
each day.

“Our  maintenance  people
work the longest days to make
sure we’re ready to fly,” Pagni
said. “We have mechanics here
who are strictly ground mechan-
ics, so when the birds are put to
bed at night, the mechanics stay
until they are fixed and mission
capable before the next morning.
It wouldn’t be a mission without
them.”

Ensuring each of the six Black
Hawk helicopters supporting Arc-
tic Care are fully mission capable,
rests on the shoulders of people
like Sgt. 1st Class Corwin Vigli-

PHOTO BY MAJ. GUY HAYES

Staff Sgt. Stephen Elliott, Alaska Army National Guard crew chief, ties down the blades of a UH-60 Black Hawk helicopter in Nome
after completing the final Arctic Care mission of the day April 17.

one, B Company platoon ser-
geant, who does everything from
assigning crew chiefs to inspect-
ing each helicopter to ensure they
are ready for the day’s mission.

“l come in and assign flight
crews for missions, but I’'m also
a technic<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>