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Neighborhood center opens
Soldiers, Families and commu-

nity leaders gathered Friday for a 
ribbon-cutting ceremony in celebra-
tion of the Munson Heights Neigh-
borhood Center’s grand opening on 
Fort Rucker.

“We are extremely excited,” said 
Heath Burleson, program direc-
tor, Picerne Military Housing. “We 
commonly refer to our neighbor-
hood centers as the heart and soul of 
each neighborhood and, at the end 
of the day, they truly are.”

The Munson Heights Neigh-
borhood Center is the third and 
fi nal neighborhood center to be 
built at Fort Rucker.  Inside the 
7,200-square-foot facility are a 
workout room, media room, com-
puter lab, and a meeting space with 
a fully furnished kitchen. Located 
behind the center is a 25-meter, 
six-lane swimming pool with about 
14,000 square feet of deck space.

There are two other neighbor-
hood centers on post located in the 
Allen Heights and Bowden Terrace 
neighborhoods. The centers, which 
all house similar amenities, serve as 
a place for Families to gather and 
call home, according to Burleson.

Maj. Gen. Anthony G. Crutch-
fi eld, U.S. Army Aviation Center of 
Excellence and Fort Rucker com-
manding general, was on hand to 
help open the center and, during 
his remarks, expressed gratitude for 
what the Picerne Military Housing 
team has done at Fort Rucker.

“[The Picerne team] tells us all 
the time why they are lucky to have 
us. We are lucky. Not only to have 

this center but to have these people 
here with us,” said Crutchfi eld.

“I don’t know of any other post 
comparable to the size of Fort 
Rucker that has three beautiful, 
brand-new community centers,” he 
said.

“And if they do, I can tell you they 
don’t have pools. They don’t have 

Wi-Fi. They don’t have a kitchen. 
They don’t have a little area for our 
babies to stay in comfortably and 
safely while we work out. Many 
of them are much smaller than this. 
I’ve been there. We’re the lucky 
ones,” said Crutchfi eld.

Burleson then presented Crutch-
fi eld with a plaque intended for the 

commanding generals’ quarters. The 
plaque, a tradition at Fort Rucker, 
represents each of the Families who 
have resided in that home.

The site of the Munson Heights 
Neighborhood Center was previ-
ously the site of the commanding 
generals’ home, fi rst occupied by 
Gen. Bogardus Cairns in February 

1958, according to Burleson. Af-
ter Cairns, 23 commanding gener-
als and their Families lived in that 
home until it was demolished a few 
years ago.

CW4 Thomas Miller, his wife, 
Lori, and their children, Aaron, Fio-
na and Katherine, then cut the rib-
bon, offi cially opening the Munson 
Heights Neighborhood Center.

Lori said the Family recently cel-
ebrated their daughters’ fi rst birth-
day at one of the other neighbor-
hood centers on post.

“It was incredible! The build-
ing is so nice, it’s almost too nice 
to have kids running around having 
cake and ice cream all over them,” 
she said.

Having the neighborhood center 
nearby is wonderful, she said.

“Especially during the summer 
months when it’s incredibly hot 
here in Alabama, having the pool 
right down the street from us will 
be great,” Lori said.

Miller said the center was under 
construction when they arrived at 
Fort Rucker, and that it’s nice to see 
it all come together.

“We’re very pleased with the on-
post housing here at Fort Rucker,” 
he said. “We’re just down the street 
so we’ll be able to walk to the pool. 
And there’s a great playground out 
back, too.”

In addition to the three neigh-
borhood centers, Picerne Military 
Housing has constructed almost 700 
new homes on post since assuming 
operations in April 2006.

There are 96 new homes sched-
uled to be built in the Munson 
Heights and Bowden Terrace neigh-
borhoods in 2012.
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CW4 Thomas Miller, his spouse, Lori, and two of their children, Fiona and Katherine, meet with Maj. Gen. Anthony G. Crutch-
fi eld, USAACE and Fort Rucker commanding general, at the grand opening of the Munson Heights Neighborhood Center.

Army Aviation checks its vision at Fort Rucker
Fort Rucker hosted a “vision” check for Army Aviation 

in January, but it wasn’t about eyesight; it was about fore-
sight. 

The Army Aviation 2030 Vision, which serves as a step 
towards developing an Army Aviation Campaign Plan, was 
at the heart of the collaborative effort here Jan. 23-26 that 
involved 300 leaders from across the Army Aviation en-
terprise assembling with the intent to frame up necessary 
documents to formally chart the needs and direction of the 
Aviation Branch.

“It will be a future that ensures a healthy Aviation Branch, 
postured for decisive operations in defense of our national 
interests and our nation,” said Maj. Gen. Anthony G. Crutch-
fi eld, commanding general, U.S. Army Aviation Center of 
Excellence and Fort Rucker.

That future requires a clear vision, which will soon be put 
in ink to document the way ahead.

Army Aviation’s target is to achieve the operational capa-
bility to meet future reconnaissance, attack and vertical ma-
neuver mission demands. This requires a fl eet that is rapidly 

deployable and adaptable, and includes a new generation of 
manned and unmanned aircraft, and a reduced sustainment 
footprint, the general said.

The vision lays out the anticipated future operational envi-
ronment, Army Aviation’s role in the Army of 2020, the fu-
ture Aviation force, and the Army Aviation Campaign Plan.

The key is to bring together Aviation leaders, from active 
Combat Aviation Brigade commanders to retired leaders, to 
cover the gamut of operational experience and knowledge 
to ensure a successful way forward, said Maj. Gen. James 
E. Rogers, commanding general, U.S. Army Aviation and 
Missile Life Cycle Management Command.

“The power of that is you get buy-in from the whole 
community on the direction we’re going. Under Major 
General Crutchfi eld’s leadership, the Branch is going in the 
right direction. And what he’s trying to do, and correctly so, 
is to make sure he documents it all so that we have a way 
forward that as the leadership throughout the community 
transitions and changes, all of them have a good starting point 
of where we need to go in the future. So it’s very powerful, 
it’s exactly what we need to do, and we’re on track to make 

By David Agan
Fort Rucker Public Affairs

By Kelly Pate
Fort Rucker Public Affairs

SEE VISION, PAGE A5
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Maj. Gen. Anthony G. Crutchfi eld, USAACE and Fort Rucker command-
ing general, and Maj. Gen. Tim Crosby, Program Executive Offi ce, Avia-
tion commanding general, answer questions at the Aviation Senior 
Leader Conference at the post Jan. 23-26.

2-13th Aviation Battalion graduates 10,000th recorded student

FORT HUACHUCA, Ariz. — The 2nd Battalion, 
13th Aviation Regiment graduated its 10,000th record-
ed student here Wednesday.

Denver-native Pfc. James Leaverton, a 15W un-
manned aerial vehicle operator, was identifi ed as the 
10,000th graduate.

“It’s pretty cool, but I don’t feel like I did anything 
overly special,” Leaverton said, upon learning his 
graduation was marking a milestone for the school. “I 
mean, there were almost 10,000 other students who did 
the same thing before me.”

“The entire throughput was 63 students for [2000]. 
Now, for fi scal year ‘12, we are looking at 2,509, so, 
we’ve grown a little bit,” Rossman added.

The UAS training unit has seen signifi cant growth 
since 2000, when it had one building, a dirt runway, 
less than 30 contractors and 27 Department of Army ci-
vilian instructors on staff, graduated less than 100 Avi-
ation Soldiers per fi scal year, offered only two courses 
and only trained on one system, the Hunter (MQ-5B).

Although the unmanned aircraft systems school-
house has been training since 1994, graduation statis-

tics were not offi cially tracked until fi scal year 2000, 
said Charles Rossman, senior training specialist, who 
has been personally tracking the statistics. 

There are now 405 contractors and 131 DAC instruc-
tors on staff to train more than 2,000 Aviation Soldiers 
per fi scal year in 22 courses on four systems: Hunter, 
Shadow, Warrior-A and Gray Eagle.

The nearly 400-percent growth in trained operators 
and repairers over the past 12 years is no surprise to 
Dean of Academics Sgt. 1st Class Gregory Finney.

“We’re gradually moving up the ladder as there is 
more demand out there for [unmanned aircraft sys-
tems] around the echelons of the military and around 
the world,“ Finney said.

While the 2-13th is an Army Aviation unit, it offers 
joint-service training. In addition to Soldiers, service-
members from the Navy, Air Force, Marines and up to 
140 students from foreign military services also train 
at the school. Operators are in high demand across the 
defense, federal and civilian spectrums.

With the signifi cant contributions of UAS to Opera-
tions Iraqi and Enduring Freedom, border security, law 
enforcement and intelligence, the fi eld can only grow.

“It saves lives,” Finney said. “That’s the bottom 
line.”

If the 2-13th’s trend of 2,500 graduates per fi scal 
year continues, it will take less than half the time to 
reach the next 10,000 milestone.

By Amy McLaughlin
Fort Huachuca Public Affairs
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Pfc. Christopher Cervantes and Sgt. Adrian Velez, students with the 
Army’s UAS training program in 2010, inspect a Shadow before takeoff 
at Fort Huachuca, Ariz.



EDINBURGH, Ind. — Face-
book. It seems like everyone, 
and everything, has a Facebook 
page.

From middle school students 
to U.S. Army Chief of Staff Gen. 
Raymond T. Odierno to Camp 
Atterbury Joint Maneuver Train-
ing Center to Fort Rucker, mil-
lions of people, businesses and 
military organizations log on to 
Facebook every day to share in-
formation, interests and news.

For members of the U.S. mili-
tary and other government agen-
cies, Facebook makes keeping 
in touch with friends and Fam-
ily easier than ever. With a click 
of the mouse, Soldiers can com-
municate with friends in Japan 
and Family in Nebraska, sharing 
any details of their lives and oc-
cupation that they please from 
wherever they are. This is, of 
course, where the problem with 
Facebook lies.

Just as its slogan states, Fa-
cebook is “a social utility that 
connects you with the people 
around you.” The section that 
Facebook appears to have left 
out of its slogan is the closing 
section that says, “to include to-
tal strangers, the guy that ran the 
stoplight this morning on Hos-
pital Road, scam artists and a 
collection of individuals work-
ing against ongoing U.S. mili-
tary interests.”

Everything Soldiers and Fam-
ily members share, including 
birth dates, vacation photos and 
even their exact geographical 
location, can be logged by Fa-
cebook applications and then 
accessed by hackers, identity 
thieves and advertisers.

 For Soldiers, government 
employees, and civilian contrac-
tors, the information shared on 
Facebook can not only endan-
ger personal privacy, it can put 
operations security at risk and 
endanger the lives of service-
members at home and abroad.

In a social network like Face-
book, even the most innocuous 
details of everyday life can be 
used against the Army. With just 
a bit of browsing on Facebook 
or other social media platforms, 
the enemy can easily gather 
valuable information about 
military offi cials, capabilities, 
troop movements and more. A 
2011 estimate cited by the U.S. 
Army states that “98 percent of 
the intel Al-Qaeda collects is 
from open source,” including 
social networks and blogs.

Surprisingly, much of the in-
formation collected by Al-Qae-
da and others come from some 
of the most innocent-looking 
items and people.

A post by a tech-savvy grand-
mother about the details of a 

unit’s upcoming deployment can 
lead to the accidental disclosure 
of sensitive information about 
troop movements. A photograph 
taken on a Smartphone in a 
combat zone and put on Face-
book can provide opposing forc-
es with exact locations of U.S. 
forces simply because the image 
is embedded with geographical 
data that Facebook uses to “tag” 
people and locations.

Even personally identifi able 
information like phone num-
bers and names of relatives can 
give America’s enemies enough 
information to compromise op-
erations security and individual 
privacy.

Although there are risks in-
volved with using Facebook, 
YouTube or any other social me-

dia platform, there are real ben-
efi ts to being online. By main-
taining a social media presence, 
branches of the military, instal-
lations like Camp Atterbury and 
even individual units can share 
information, boost morale and 
strengthen relationships with 
the public.

Facebook and other social 
media platforms let Soldiers 
show their support for the mili-
tary while sharing photos or 
maintaining a virtual farm. For 
those deployed overseas, web-
sites like Facebook aren’t just 
for recreation, they provide Sol-
diers with an instant connection 
their friends and Family back 
home, bringing them together 
whether they are in Kabul or 
Kentucky.

The key to using and enjoying 
Facebook at home or overseas 
without sharing personal or sen-
sitive information is the same 
for Soldiers and civilians alike: 
privacy.

The Army suggests using sev-
eral strategies to make sure Fa-
cebooks profi les and the posts 
of Soldiers’ friends and family 
help maintain OPSEC, includ-
ing:

Adjust privacy settings to • 
“private” or “friends only.” 
Remove any personally • 
identifi able information that 
gives away too much infor-
mation about you or your 
Family.
Avoid sharing details about • 
bases and capabilities by not 
posting photos of or details 
about formations, quarters, 
armored vehicles, and/or 
weapons.
Disable the GPS feature on • 
your mobile device or turn 
off tagging or tracking ap-
plications on your Facebook 
account that give your exact 
location.
Educate yourself, your • 
friends and your Family 
about what is and isn’t safe 
to share on Facebook or 
any other social networking 
platform.

Facebook and its estimated 
800 million users, along with 
dozens of other social media 
platforms, will continue to grow. 
Soldiers will fi nd new ways to 
share their information and the 
little details of their lives with 
the world, but there will always 
be ways to protect the most sen-
sitive information from reach-
ing the wrong hands. 

Perhaps the simplest advice on 
how to maintain both operations 
and personal security comes 
from a passage in the 2011 U.S. 
Army social media and OPSEC 
guidance: 

“If you aren’t comfortable 
putting the same information on 
a sign in your yard, don’t put it 
online.”
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Perspective

Sgt. 1st Class 
Adam Mauro, 
NCO Academy“The Giants — I’d put my 

money on them.” “The Giants because they 
have Eli Manning.  I think it 
will be close, though.”

“The Giants, they have a 
better defense.”

“The Giants because light-
ning strikes twice.  They did 
it a couple years ago and I 
think they’ll do it again”

Staff Sgt. 
Anthony Hammond, 

NCO Academy

Capt. Derrick 
Rainwater, 

HHC 110th Avn.

CW2 Justin Fitzharris, 
12th CAB, Germany

The Super Bowl is this weekend.  
Who do you think will win and why?“ ”

“The Patriots, Tom Brady 
is looking better this year 
than before.”

Sgt. Adam Pressley, 
164th TAOG
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Soldiers, Families, civilians reminded 
to use Facebook, Internet responsibly
By Ashley Fowler
Camp Atterbury, Ind., PAO
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Soldiers, Family members and other 
members of the Fort Rucker community 
gathered for a ceremony at The Landing to 
honor the recipients of the Lt. Gen. Ellis D. 
Parker Outstanding Unit Awards Jan. 24.

The award was established in recogni-
tion of retired Lt. Gen. Ellis D. Parker’s, 
former director of the Army Staff and 
previous commanding general of the U.S. 
Army Aviation Center, long association 
with Army Aviation and accomplishments 
in developing the Branch, according to 
Col. Kevin J. Christensen, 110th Aviation 
Brigade commander and master of cer-
emonies.

“The Parker Award is open to all active 
duty and reserve-component Aviation units 
worldwide,” said Christensen, “and rec-
ognizes excellence in leadership, training, 
maintenance and safety in each battalion or 
squadron.”

The competition for the award is held 
in four categories: best combat battalion, 
best combat support battalion, best table of 
distribution and allowances battalion, and 
overall winner and best combat support 
battalion, said the colonel.

Maj. Gen. Anthony G. Crutchfi eld, U.S 
Army Aviation Center of Excellence and 
Fort Rucker commanding general, re-
tired Gen. Doug Brown, former regiment 
commander of 160th Special Operations 
Aviation Regiment, and the award’s name-
sake were among those that presented the 
awards.
Best combat battalion

The winner of the best combat battalion 
went to 6th Squadron, 6th U.S. Cavalry 
Regiment, Fort Drum, N.Y., according to 
Christensen.

“They operated in one of the most chal-
lenging and helicopter-dependent areas of 
operations in all of Afghanistan,” he said.  
“Task Force Six-Shooter combined out-
standing maintenance statistics while op-
erating in an austere environment, posted 
the highest operational tempo in Region 
Command South, while sustaining the fi n-

est safety record of any Aviation unit in this 
theater.”
Best combat support battalion

The second unit to be honored with an 
award was to 3rd Battalion, 10th Aviation 
Regiment, Fort Drum, for best combat sup-
port battalion, said Christensen.

“They provided outstanding combat Avi-
ation support air movement — air medical 
evacuation to U.S. forces, coalition part-
ners and the government of Afghanistan,” 
he said.  “Their determination and drive 
ensured mission accomplishment in all 
these critical and diverse tasks while under 
direct support of 11 different brigade com-
bat teams in an area of over 40,000 square 
miles, and in terrain above 14,000 feet.”
Best table of distribution and allow-
ances battalion

The next honoree was Fort Rucker’s 1st 
Battalion, 223rd Aviation Regiment, as the 
best table of distribution and allowances 

battalion, according to Christensen.
“The 1-223rd is responsible for provid-

ing superb fl ight training to more than 
2,500 student pilots, and fl ew in excess 
of 117,000 fl ight hours during fi scal year 
2011,” he said.  “They also oversaw 70,000 
accident-free and incident-free ground ve-
hicle miles, bringing the battalion to over 
1.3 million miles without ever having a 
government operated vehicle accident.”
Overall winner of the 2011 Parker 
Award

The 563rd Aviation Support Battalion, 
Fort Campbell, Ky., took the award as the 
overall winner and best combat support 
battalion, said Christensen.

“The 563rd have proven themselves to 
be a critical player in support of U.S. forces 
in Afghanistan,” he said.  “Under the most 
austere conditions, the battalion has sup-
ported over 20,000 missions and 90,000 
fl ight hours; fi ve downed aircraft recover-

ies; pumped over 700,000 gallons of jet 
fuel; and distributed over 4 million pounds 
of cargo.

According to the colonel, the 563rd Avn. 
Support Bn. saved $2.1 million, exercising 
supply discipline and cross-leveling Gen-
eral Services Administration excess, sav-
ing an additional $488,000.

“They also completed over 27 phase 
maintenance inspections, 6,000 shop and 
avionics work orders and completed over 
7,000 aircraft repairs,” said Christensen.  
“The battalion epitomized the ‘keep it 
fi ghting’ mentality, proving that they are 
the best Aviation support battalion this 
year.”

“Our Aviation force has never been bet-
ter than it is today,” said Brown. “We are 
so proud — It’s very well led, perfectly 
trained, beautifully equipped and it’s never 
been more in demand and more experi-
enced.”

Post honors Parker Award recipients
By Nathan Pfau
Army Flier Staff Writer 

Fort Rucker hosted the an-
nual Army Aviation Association 
of America Awards presentation 
at The Landing where Soldiers, 
Family members and members of 
the community came to honor the 
winners Jan 25.

Among those in attendance was 
Maj. Gen. James C. McConnville, 
commanding general of the 101st 
Airborne Division Air Assault 
and Fort Campbell, Ky., and guest 
speaker for the event, who spoke 
of the importance of Aviation in 
support of troops that are on the 
ground.

“We need to make sure that 
people understand what Aviation 
is all about,” said McConnville.  
“It’s about supporting those troops 
on the ground.

“As we move forward into the 
future, I think we need to strive 
to maintain the trust that has been 
built on these courageous Avia-
tors,” said the general. “We will 
always be there for the troops 
when they need us – that’s the 
reputation that we’ve established 
and we need to continue that.”

The awards were given in two 
categories: the Air Traffi c Control 
Awards and the AAAA National 
Awards, of which there are sub-
categories in which the awards are 
presented to different Soldiers.

Maj. Gen. Anthony G. Crutch-
fi eld, U.S. Army Aviation Center 
of Excellence and Fort Rucker 
commanding general, and Mc-
Connville were among those that 
presented the awards.

The awards presentation began 
with the ATC awards in which the 
U.S. Army ATC Activity annu-
ally selects the air traffi c control 
awardees in fi ve separate catego-
ries, according to Col. Kevin J. 
Christensen, 110th Aviation Bri-
gade commander and master of 
ceremonies.
ATC Unit of the Year

The 2011 AAAA ATC Unit of 
the Year Award was presented to 
F Company, 3rd Battalion, 10th 
Combat Aviation Brigade, Task 
Force Knighthawk, according to 
Christensen.

“They provided exceptionally 
meritorious service as the tacti-
cal air traffi c services company 
in support of the 10th CAB,” he 
said.  “They contributed greatly to 
the safety and effi ciency of tactical 

error control in Regional Combat 
Command East Afghanistan … 
and provided safe and orderly 
control of over 89,000 unmanned 
aircraft systems, and coalition 
military and civilian aircraft.”
ATC Facility of the Year

This award was presented to 
Shank Tower, F Co., 3rd Bn., 10th 
CAB, Task Force Knighthawk, 
for providing exceptionally meri-
torious services, and a forward 
deployed tactical ATC facility in 
supporting Operation Enduring 
Freedom and the global war on 
terrorism, said Christensen.

“They seamlessly integrated the 
air traffi c navigation integration 
system on Shank Army Airfi eld 
in order to establish a facility that 
was able to provide air traffi c and 
radar services to joint and multi-
national forces,” he said.  “This 
provided safe and expeditious 
fl ow of all traffi c in and around 
Forward Operating Base Shank 
and Regional Combat Command 
East.”
ATC maintenance Technician 
of the Year

This award was presented to 
Sgt. Donny D. Wilson, F Compa-
ny, 7th Battalion, 101st Aviation 
Regiment, 159th Combat Aviation 
Brigade, Task Force Eagle Lift, for 
his contributions that directly im-
proved the combat effectiveness 
of the brigade and division during 
several unit training missions and 
Operation Enduring Freedom, ac-
cording to Christensen.

“His immediate response, fol-
lowing a direct hit from a rocket 
that damaged the tower of FOB 

Wolverine, allowed the ATC cen-
ter to be upgraded to a partially 
mission capable status only 12 
hours after the attack, and was put 
back into service due to [Wilson’s] 
relentless hard work.”
ATC Manager of the Year

The 2011 ATC manager of the 
year award was presented to Sgt. 
1st Class Benjamin A. Grissett, 
F Co., 3rd Bn., 10th CAB, Task 
Force Knighthawk, said the mas-
ter of ceremonies.

“He was instrumental in the ex-
pansion of the ATC and services 
at FOB Shank,” he said.  “His 
dedication to the U.S. Army com-
bat mission and tireless efforts to 
improve the safety and effi ciency 
of air traffi c control at FOB Shank 
are directly responsible for the 
pending establishment of FOB 
Shank Airfi eld as a full function-
ing instrumental fl ight rules air-
fi eld.”
Air Traffi c Controller of the 
Year

This award was co-presented to 
Staff Sgt. Antonio Bustion Jr. and 
Spc. Taylor D. Wilds of F Co., 
3rd Bn., 10th CAB, Task Force 
Knighthawk, said Christensen.

“[Bustion] served forward de-
ployed ATC chief in support of 
Operation Enduring Freedom,” 
he said.  “He developed a com-
prehensive training program that 
enhanced the knowledge of 10 
ground-controlled approach op-
erators and developed scenario-
based training.”

Wilds served as a shift-leader at 
FOB Shank with a “fi rst-rate work 
ethic, unwavering dedication to 

duty, and tremendous knowledge 
in ATC that resulted in him earn-
ing a facility rating in just seven 
days,” said Christensen.

“His shift safely controlled over 
50,000 fi xed-wing, rotary-wing 
and unmanned aircraft system and 
air frames that included joint and 
multinational military and civilian 
operations,” he said.

After the presentation of the 
ATC awards, Christensen an-
nounced the presentation the 
AAAA National Awards in four 
categories.
Trainer of the Year

This award was presented to 
CW5 Guillermo Soto, 159th CAB, 
Task Force Thunder, according to 
Christensen.

“His efforts…prepared count-
less Army Aviators to excel in 
combat,” he said, “and his dedica-
tion to training partnered Afghan 
and United Arab Emirates Avia-
tion units fundamentally altered 
the way U.S. Army Aviation ap-
proaches stability operations.

“He was chosen to lead the 
complex and challenging task of 
partnering with the Afghan Air 
Force at Kandahar Air Wing,” 
Christensen added.
Aviation Medicine Award

Capt. Teresa A. Weber, 7th 
Bn., 101 Avn. Regt., 159th CAB, 
Task Force Eagle Lift, was the 
recipient of the Aviation Medi-
cine Award for expertly providing 
superb medical care to Soldiers 
of the largest task force within 
the 159th CAB, while deployed 
to Afghanistan in support of Op-
eration Enduring Freedom, said 

Christensen.
Weber managed and cared 

for more that 1,000 Soldiers and 
Aviators, treated over 620 patients 
within her fi rst six months of de-
ployment and performed over 150 
fl ight physicals, he said.

“Devoted to long-term Soldier 
wellness and care, [Weber] per-
sonally developed, implemented 
and managed a brigade smoking 
cessation program,” said Chris-
tensen.
Dedicated Unhesitating Service 
to our Fighting Forces Medic of 
the Year

The DUSTOFF medic of the 
year award was presented to Sgt. 
Aaron S. Halcomb, C Company, 
1st Battalion, 52nd Aviation Regi-
ment, according to the master of 
ceremonies.

“[Halcomb] served as the sole 
medic for eight mass casualty 
events, all with more than fi ve 
patients each,” said Christensen.  
“In a single mission, he simulta-
neously treated six double and 
triple amputees injured in an im-
provised explosive blast.

“His ability to manage chaos 
on the battlefi eld while treating 
multiple traumatic injuries has re-
sulted in the evacuation of 255 pa-
tients during 340 combat hours,” 
he said.
Air/Sea Rescue Award

CW4 Kenneth G. Brodhead, 
CW2 Erik M. Sabiston, Sgt. Julia 
Bringloe and Spc. David Capps, 
all of 3rd Battalion, 10th Com-
bat Aviation Brigade, Task Force 
Knighthawk, were the winners of 
this award, according to Chris-
tensen.

“During Operation Hammer 
Down, the crew provided constant 
medevac support to the battalion 
sized operation for a 72-hour pe-
riod,” he said. “Throughout the 
operation, the crew conducted 
multiple hoist evacuations … in 
the face of direct-fi re, zero-illu-
mination conditions and constant 
inclement weather in one of Af-
ghanistan’s steepest valleys.”

“The fact that our Aviators are 
going out there and doing great 
things has allowed other senior 
commanders to take on the cause 
and understand that Aviation pro-
vides value,” said McConnville. 
“We exist to support the troops on 
the ground, and I feel very blessed 
to be part of this Branch and to 
serve with each and every one of 
you.”

AAAA honors Soldiers at awards ceremony on Fort Rucker
By Nathan Pfau
Army Flier Staff Writer

PHOTO BY NATHAN PFAU

Maj. Gen. Anthony G. Crutchfi eld, U.S. Army Aviation Center of Excellence and Fort Rucker commanding general (center), 
stands with the winners of the AAAA awards at The Landing Jan 25.

PHOTO BY NATHAN PFAU

Retired Lt. Gen. Ellis D. Parker, former director of the Army Staff and previous commanding general of the U.S. Army Aviation Center, and Maj. Gen. Anthony 
G. Crutchfi eld (right), U.S. Army Aviation Center of Excellence and Fort Rucker commanding general present the award for overall winner of the 2011 Park 
Award and best combat support battalion to Maj. Jason Kahne, 563rd Aviation Support Battalion unit support offi cer.



A 1985 fl ight school stu-
dent accepted the charter 
to become the new U.S. 
Army Training and Doc-
trine Command Capabili-
ties Manager-Unmanned 
Aircraft Systems during a 
change of charter ceremo-
ny Friday at The Landing.

Col. Grant A. Webb ac-
cepted the charter from 
Maj. Gen. Anthony G. 
Crutchfi eld, U.S. Army 
Aviation Center of Ex-
cellence and Fort Rucker 
commanding general, after 
Col. Robert J. Sova relin-
quished it at the event.

“The No. 1 reason we’re 
here is to honor the Sovas, 
and say ‘thank you’ for the 
hard work you’ve done in 
supporting our Soldiers 
that are in the fi ght and 
those that are preparing 
for the fi ght,” Crutchfi eld 
said. “And that’s basically 
what I told Grant – ‘that’s 
your charter.’ I don’t nec-
essarily worry about what 
is written, but your charter 
is to support and to prepare 
Soldiers in the fi ght and the 
ones preparing to go into 
the fi ght so they come back 
to their Families – that’s 
your charter.”

Webb comes to Fort Ruck-
er this time after a tour as the 
Joint Unmanned Aircraft 
Systems Center of Excel-
lence commander at Creech 
Air Force Base, Nev.

“Judy and I are thrilled to 
be coming back to the Fort 
Rucker community,” Webb 
said. “At Creech, I’ve had 
probably about a dozen of-
fi cers in different uniforms 
than ours approach me pri-
vately and tell me how good 
they thought the Army’s 
UAS program was going 
– coordination between se-
nior leadership, the TCM, 
the (project manager), and 
all the accomplishments 
that occurred under Rob’s 
watch. The joint commu-
nity sees it out there and 
they are impressed. 

“My pledge to day is to 
keep the momentum going, 
and I’m going to do every-
thing I can to increase or 
improve on this capability 
so we can make our warf-
ighters even better than 
they are today,” he said.  

The TRADOC capabil-
ity manager serves as the 
warfi ghter’s representative 
and single point of contact 
for all systems assigned 
under the TCM charter, in 
this case UAS, the narra-
tor said as part of the cer-
emony. The TCM ensures 
associated deliverables are 
developed along timelines 
to meet system milestones 
and manages all facets of 
user activities, but must ul-
timately ensure all aspects 
of training are synchro-
nized with the fi elding of 
assigned systems. 

The TCM strives to meet 
system development in 
management objectives, 
the narrator added. Unlike 
traditional commanders, 
the TCM is empowered 
with a charter. This charter, 
signed by the commanding 
general of TRADOC, em-
powers the TCM to fi ll the 
role of the combat devel-
oper and user’s represen-
tative for all systems as-
signed by the charter. The 
charter is what allows the 
TCM to act as the user’s 
representative, and fi ght 
to ensure the systems sur-
pass all expectations and 
provide current and future 
warfi ghters with the best 
combat capable equipment 
possible. 

“That’s what Rob has 
done these past three 
years,” Crutchfi eld said 
of the retiring colonel. 

“Experts like Rob Sova in 
these positions that sup-
port our Soldiers and their 
Families are what make us 
so successful on the battle-
fi eld. 

“As I’ve often said to 
many of you, and this is 
certainly true today for 
both Rob and Grant, do not 
judge the importance of 
your mission based solely 
on the proximity to the 
battlefi eld,” he added. “Be-
cause I assure you, Rob, 
that the mission you’ve 
done these past three 
years, and Grant what 
you’re about to do, is ab-
solutely critical. And Rob, 
your fl awless execution of 
that mission has served the 
warfi ghters well these past 
three years.”

He then listed some of 
the accomplishments dur-
ing Sova’s time as TCM-
UAS, such as overseeing 
the merger of the USAACE 

UAS Center of Excellence 
and TCM, and combining 
that with the overall UAS 
capabilities, not only in 
the Army but the joint 
force. 

“He continued to inte-
grate and synchronize the 
warfi ghting requirement 
domains across every-
thing we do,” the general 
added. “He’s enabled the 
fi elding of over 1,600 Ra-
ven systems, 93 Shadow 
systems, 10 Hunters and 
eight Extended-Range 
Multi-Purpose UAS. He’s 
also integrated those sys-
tems into the way we fi ght 
those wars and has en-
abled us to be absolutely 
successful on the battle-
fi eld. 

“You are leaving behind 
a great legacy, one that 
you should be proud of – 
you have absolutely made 
this Army the best in the 
world,” Crutchfi eld said.
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Visit us online at www.armyfl ier.com.TCM-UAS charter 
changes hands
By Jim Hughes
Command Information 
Officer

Mark Dressler of Fort Detrick, Md., talks with Eric Stebel, of the 
Hunstsman Corporation, about the energy effi ciency of spray foam 
insulation during the Jan. 18-20 Net Zero Energy Installations Con-
ference in Chicago. 
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1247 Rucker Blvd • Enterprise
(across street from Mitchell Mazda)

393-3860
alstaxservice@centurytel.net • MC & Visa accepted

• M-S 9am-5pm (Other
hours avail. by appt.)

• Will review last years
tax return

• No tax return too big
or too small

• Always current on
tax laws

AL’S TAX SERVICE

Brittany Dionne,
NATP

21 years of military service and over 30 years of tax experience

Registered Tax Professionals
at Very Affordable Prices

Al Klang,
NATP

Al Klang

Brittany Dionne,

Toll Free: 800-460-2663 � www.southernbone.com

Our patients say it best...

“Being active and
participating in sports
is a big part of my life.
When a serious knee
injury required
surgery I felt
confident in
choosing a
surgeon at
Southern Bone
& Joint. His
knowledge, skill
and confidence
were very
reassuring
and my results
have been
outstanding”!

Emily Galloway
College Student/Athlete

Dothan: (East)
1500 Ross Clark Circle

334-793-2663

Dothan: (West)
345 Healthwest Drive

334-793-2663

Enterprise:
404 N. Main St.
334-308-9797

Geneva:
1200 W. Maple Ave.

334-308-9797
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Southern Bone
& Joint Specialists

623 Boll Weevil Cir. � Enterprise � 334.475.4149

Prices may vary by location. Each restaurant independently owned and operated. © 2012 Zaxby’s Franchising, Inc.
“Zaxby’s,” “Zalads” and “Party Platterz” are trademarks of Zaxby’s Franchising, Inc.

PARTY PLATTERZ™

ZAXBY’S®

Kick off your big game party.

Get your party started with Zaxby’s Party
Platterz. From Chicken Fingerz and Wings to
Zalads® and Sides, serving Zaxby’s at your
big game party will really give your guests

something to cheer about. Order yours today.

See “Tiny” For That
Right Budget

SALES • SERVICE • PARTS

4218 S. Oates St.
Hwy 231 South

Dothan
334-678-5194

www.runawayrv.net

Enduramax

Come See Me!

Franklin “Tiny” Causey,
for your next new or pre-owned RV!

PHOTO BY JIM HUGHES

Col. Grant A. Webb, new TCM-UAS, speaks at the change of charter 
ceremony at The Landing Friday.



sure we stay viable for the future and support 
the warfi ghter,” Rogers said.

The key themes across the week’s ses-
sions centered on tomorrow, teamwork and 
speaking with one voice across the Army 
Aviation enterprise. 

Participants tackled a laundry list of the 
Branch’s major objectives within the cam-
paign plan, and recommended changes to 
senior leaders for decision. Areas of discus-
sion included supporting the Army Force 
Generation cycle, reset and a post-war op-
erational tempo, growing professional Avia-
tion leaders, sustaining the force, as well as 
life cycles of the current fl eet and the Aim 

Point of 2030, and decision making in a 
resource-constrained environment. 

To make the tough decisions of the fu-
ture, Army Aviation must work as a team, 
said Maj. Gen. Tim Crosby, Program Ex-
ecutive Offi ce, Aviation commanding gen-
eral.

“It’s not about today, it’s the long-term 
implications of what this means in a draw-
down environment,” Crosby said.

As Army Aviation drafts up its own cam-
paign plan, the outlook is beyond current 
norms to a “totally new path,” Crutchfi eld 
said.

“I believe this campaign plan will be en-
during, that it will last after the drawdown,” 
Crutchfi eld said.
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Offi cials at the Human Resources Command want to ensure that the entire Army Family understands the 
importance of voting, and want to make it as easy as possible.

GRAPHIC BY DAVID VERGUN
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News Briefs
Tax Center opens

The Fort Rucker Tax Assistance Center opens Feb. 
6 to provide free federal and state income tax prepa-
ration and e-fi ling services for active duty Soldiers, 
retirees and Family members in the Soldier Service 
Center, Bldg. 5700, in Rm. 371F. The center will be 
open weekdays from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. and closed on 
federal holidays. People must make an appointment to 
receive assistance. For information on what to bring 
and to make an appointment, call 255-2937.

Cairns Gate closure

The main gate at Cairns Army Airfi eld will be closed 
from 12:01 a.m. Feb. 14 through Feb. 20 so the contrac-
tor upgrading the access control point at Cairns can make 
required renovations. The airfi eld commander approved 
this period, in conjunction with the President’s Day holi-
day, as the best time for the construction in order to re-
duce the impact to personnel and airfi eld operations. 

During the time the main gate to Cairns is closed, 
traffi c will be rerouted to use an alternate gate (Gate 7) 
to Cairns – which is accessible by turning onto Gritney 
Road and then Pecan Street. Fort Rucker Police will 
post a road or gate closed sign at the entrance to Cairns 
and detour signs along the route to the alternate gate. 
Personnel who work at Cairns should plan their travel 
accordingly. The Cairns main gate will reopen at 12:01 
a.m. Feb. 21.

USA Staffi ng replaces Resumix 

All Department of Defense components will transi-
tion to Web-based software owned by the Offi ce of Per-
sonnel Management to fi ll internal and external appro-
priated fund and non-appropriated fund vacancies as part 
of the DOD hiring reform initiative. The Department of 
the Army started deploying USA Staffi ng in fi scal year 
2011 and will continue to deploy it in FY 2012. This new 

system replaces Resumix.
The Fort Rucker Civilian Personnel Advisory Cen-

ter is scheduled to transition to USAS March 31. The 
vision of the U.S. Army Civilian Human Resources 
Agency is to provide a single point of entry for all re-
cruitment and hiring activities. USAS has the potential 
to improve the process for applicants, CHRA profes-
sionals and selecting offi cials through an effi cient 
Web-based interface, according personnel offi cials. 

Briefi ngs by the Fort Rucker CPAC on the new sys-
tem will be provided at The Landing Zone for appli-
cants and managers. Manager briefi ngs are Wednes-
day from 10-11:30 a.m. and Feb. 22 from 1-2:30 p.m. 
Applicant briefi ngs are Wednesday from 8-9:30 a.m., 
Feb. 21 from 8-9:30 a.m. and 1-2:30 p.m. and Feb. 22 
from 8-9:30 a.m. For more, people should call their 
servicing CPAC human resources specialist.

Women of the year

The Equal Employment Opportunity Offi ce’s 
Special Emphasis Program Committee is accept-
ing nominations for the 2012 Women-of-the-Year 
Awards. Nominations must be submitted by the close 
of business Feb. 17. Nominations will not be accept-
ed in Government Contract Employee category this 
year. For more, call 255-2061.

Employer Day

Fort Rucker’s Army Career and Alumni Program 
hosts an Employer Day with Waffl e House, Lock-
heed Martin and Dynetics Wednesday from 10 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. in the second-fl oor break room in Bldg. 
5700. The event is a great opportunity for people to 
network and even if it is a while before people transi-
tion out of the military, it is never too early to net-
work, according to ACAP offi cials. The event is open 
to active duty military, retirees and spouses.

For more, call 255-3932.

Vision: ‘It’s the long-term implications’
Continued from Page A1
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• Trusted 37 Years
• Quality Service Pinnacle

2009 & 2010
• 2008, 2007, 2005 #1 Century

21 Office In Alabama
• Top 21 Producing

Century 21 Office In
Alabama 1995-2010

• Top 21 Century 21 Office
in the Southeast Region
1988-2010

www.c21regencyrealty.com

531 Boll Weevil Circle

334.347.0048

Each office is Independently Owned and Operated

Fran Claytor
334-790-5973
334-347-0048

Spacious home -
updated with nice
pool, private back
yard and lots of
hardwood floors.
$144,900

401 Whispering Pines

This crisp, clean,
move in ready
home with pool is in
Clubview Estate. The
2 car garage has an
extra storage closet

501 Candlewood

and the outside patio has pool storage too. Family
room, foyer, dining room have beautiful hardwood
floors.$189,900

Beautiful 6 BR/4.5
BA with master
downstairs. Over an
acre lot, beautiful
pool & many extras.
$425,000

92 Laurel Breeze

3 BR/2 BA, brick
house with huge yard
andpoolwithaSLIDE
for under $146,000.
Lovely house with
new windows, new

106 Kimberly

HVAC, large MBR with door and deck to back yard.
Eat in kitchen been redone and looks brand new.
Bright sunny kitchen with double oven. Huge family
room. $145,900

Let Fran Claytor get you ready for a LONG, HOT SUMMER!
Start by getting one of these great buys with a pool!

Buying, Selling, Renting,
or need Property

Management? Talk to us!

FOR
RENT

FOR
RENT

FOR
RENT

ELECTRONIC LOCKBOXES ON ALL AVAILABLE PROPERTIES, ANY AGENT CAN SHOW!

FOR
RENT

FOR
RENT

View more pictures of these homes at www.c21regencyrealty.com

Become
a fan on

Facebook

334-347-0048
531 Boll Weevil Circle

204 BELLWOOD TRAIL: Split
3BR/2BA with many extras &
great location. Beautiful granite
countertops, security & sprinkler
system, separate laundry room & gas log
fireplace. Landscaped, level lot with shade
trees in back yard. Natural gas set up for
patio grill. Really must see to appreciate
all this one had to offer at this reasonable
price. JAN SAWYER 334-406-2393

$169,000

23096 DWIGHT STONE:
This charming home has
shade trees in front and fruit
trees & scuppernong vines in
back. Elegant and sun filled dining room
allows you to entertain in style. The huge
shed (12x24) storage shed with electricity
& ceiling fan is perfect for keeping your
lawn equipment or toy protected. FRAN
CLAYTOR 334-790-5973

$61,500

FEEL LIKE BEING in the
country but convenient to
town. Just off the bypass. Large
front porch, good for rocking. Like new, 3
BR/2 BA, grandroom, dining with den, patio
with awning, large yard. $175,000 ANGIE
GOODMAN 334-464-7869

79 CR 744

100 W EMERALD: Better
Make Your Offer Before It’s
Gone! 3 or 4 BR, 3 Gorgeous
Baths. Use the Bonus room with 3 closets,
full bath and fireplace as a family room
or huge Master! Large laundry room with
outside entry makes easy work of laundry
duties. Beautifully updated kitchen with
awesome refrigerator and new stove.
Has breakfast bar and dining area. New
A/C system! But you’ve got to see the
bathrooms…you’ll love the tile work, rain
head, step-in shower...this is a must see
and priced to sell! GINA SWAN 334-
447-9451

OPEN SATURDAY 1-3

967 STEWART: Additional
200 +/- ft added to field lines
in 2010. New fiberglass steps
w/ handrails. 2011 ceiling fan
on screened porch, lifetime
metal roof, new air conditioner in 2010.
Start of 200 amp service on end of house
set up but service not to box yet. Gas logs
in fireplace, 70” remote control fan in LR.
Upgraded light fixture in DR. Ceramic tile
from foyer thru kitchen. 840+ sq ft addition
on back of house not competed. 14X16
connecting room, appliances newer than
home. Laminate floors installed 2010.
EVELYN HITCH 334-406-3436

$89,000

$116,000

4BR $199,900

188 MAREE: Like new, 4
BR/2 BA home with stainless
kitchen appliances, sprinkler
system, sodded yard, privacy
fence and located on cul de
sac street. Conveniently located just minutes
from Ft Rucker & Enterprise. SAM HELMS
334-798-3357

NEW 4BR/3.5BA

WOODLAND PARK: Minutes from Rucker
Blvd. 2 BR/2 BA, all appliances & washer/
dryer, 2 “ blinds, carpet & tile, one car
garage, sprinkler system . BILLY COTTER
334-347-2600 Owner is licensed residen-
tial home builder/real estate agent in the
state of Alabama

NEW CONSTRUCTION $115,000

201 SOMMER BROOKE:
Spacious 4 BR/3.5 BA located
just minutes from Ft Rucker &
all your other favorite places.
Grandroom with gleaming
hardwood floors & overlooks the relaxing
Florida room. All BR’s have walk in closet
& bathroom. $321,000 MARY M. JONES
334-790-2933

102 SKYLINE: Investors only:
Remodeled 2009 - 2010. 3
BR/2 BA, large level yard with
new wood privacy fencing on sides and
new chain link in back. New solid counter-
tops/sinks/toilets/interior paint/wood laminate
& tile flooring throughout. New stainless steel
appliances. New light fixtures in LR & DR &
kitchen. New blinds & crown molding in LR
& DR. Stable neighborhood, convenient to
Fort Rucker gate, convenient to shopping.
DEBBIE SUNBROCK 334-406-9079

NEW CONSTRUCTION $124,500

119 JASMINE: Woodland Park: Minutes
from Rucker Blvd. 2 BR/2.5 BA, all appli-
ances & washer/dryer, 2 “ blinds, carpet &
tile, one car garage, sprinkler system . BILLY
COTTER 334-347-2600 Owner is licensed
residential home builder/real estate agent in
the state of Alabama
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WARREN, Mich. — A Request for Proposal 
was issued by the U.S. Army for the Engineer-
ing and Manufacturing Development phase of 
the Joint Light Tactical Vehicle program Jan. 
26. 

The Joint Light Tactical Vehicle family will 
balance critical weight and transportability con-
straints within performance, protection, and 
payload requirements — all while ensuring an 
affordable solution for the Army and U.S. Ma-
rine Corps.

“Both the Army and the U.S. Marine Corps 
have identifi ed critical capability gaps in their 
respective light tactical vehicle fl eets. JLTV is 
the most cost-effective program to meet capa-
bility gaps for the light tactical vehicles with 
the most demanding missions,” said Kevin M. 
Fahey, program executive offi cer for Combat 
Support and Combat Service Support, known 
as PEO CS&CSS. 

JLTV is a major Army-Marine Corps acquisi-
tion program for a new generation wheeled ve-
hicle that will replace a portion of the services’ 
Humvee fl eet. The program’s aim is to develop 

a new multi-mission light vehicle family with 
superior crew protection and performance com-
pared to the Humvees.

“The Technology Development phase for this 
program did exactly what it was intended to 
do — provide the basis for the cost-informed 
trades that resulted in a common Army and Ma-
rine Corps requirement. It serves as a model for 
how the services looking forward should oper-
ate in a cost-constrained budget environment,” 
said William E. Taylor, Program Executive Of-
fi cer Land Systems Marine Corps.

In the spring of 2011, JLTV successfully com-
pleted a 27-month Technology Development, or 
TD, phase — satisfying its intended purpose of 
demonstrating the integration of mature tech-
nologies as a complete system and providing the 
Army and the Marine Corps with an assessment 
of the technical, performance cost and schedule 
risks relevant to entering the Engineering and 
Manufacturing Development Phase. 

“The TD phase gave the Army and USMC ex-
actly the kind of information we needed concur 
on a common base requirement, a streamlined 
acquisition schedule and a competitive process 

SEE PROGRAM, PAGE B4

FORT CARSON, Colo. — 
When Soldiers attending the Fort 
Carson Warrior Leader Course 
rehearsed medevac requests Jan. 
17, the Army’s latest in medical 
support aircraft responded.

A battlefi eld situational exer-
cise concludes the multi-com-
ponent Warrior Leader Course, 
or WLC, at Fort Carson, which 
is organized by the 168th Regi-
ment, Regional Training Insti-
tute. New coordination efforts 
between the training regiment 
and Reserve Aviators are helping 
WLC evaluators better assess the 
Army’s future leaders.

During each 15-day course, 
WLC offi cials evaluate Soldiers 
using exams and tasks, while fo-
cusing on Army history, physical 
fi tness, squad drills, communica-
tion skills, leadership competen-
cy and war fi ghting profi ciency. 
As a culminating event, students 
transition to a tactical environ-
ment and lead a squad.

Soldiers who are ready for 
noncommissioned offi cer promo-
tions must attend WLC, which is 
open to all military occupational 
specialties. Graduation from 
WLC, or an equivalent course, is 
required for a recommendation to 
staff sergeant, according to Army 
Regulation 600-8-19, Enlisted 
Promotions and Reductions.

“We’re trying to make the 
training as realistic as possible,” 
said Sgt. 1st Class Robert Henry, 
Headquarters, 168th Reg. Henry 

is a combat lifesaver instructor 
and the regiment’s senior medic. 
He said the unit began testing the 
integration of medevac crews 
into the Fort Carson WLC frame-
work last month.

A complete integration plan 

kicked off in January, combining 
WLC classroom six with Army 
Reservists assigned to 7th Bat-
talion, 158th Aviation Regiment 
— medevac crews employing 
the Army’s most modern Black 
Hawk confi guration, HH-60M. 

The unit dedicated two aircraft to 
WLC students practicing emer-
gency calls.

“(The WLC students) have to 
work off an actual operations or-
der,” said Henry. “Based on that 
operations order, we issue frag-

mentary orders. They then con-
duct a course that includes oppo-
sition fi re, (improvised explosive 
device) simulations and medevac 
procedures, ground and air.”

REDSTONE ARSENAL — Ugandan 
air force Pvt. Ronald Mudhasi locked 
his arm as instructed and fl ung the small 
remote-controlled airplane into the over-
cast sky.

The Raven fl ew majestically above 
Test Area 3 but Mudhasi’s work wasn’t 
fi nished. He joined his countrymen and 
their instructors under a nearby canopy 
to help control the unmanned aircraft 
system’s fl ight.

Eight members of the Ugandan air 
force received training on the Raven 
Dec. 12-23. The Ugandan defense forces 
purchased four of the systems in July for 
$3 million, according to logistics man-
agement specialist Cindy Vanburg of 
the U.S. Army Aviation and Missile Life 
Cycle Command Security Assistance 
Management Directorate.

The Uganda servicemembers, in two 
groups of four, received instruction on 

their country’s new systems, which 
would be delivered in January after the 
training. The instructors were from Ral-
ly Point Management, out of Fort Wal-

ton Beach, Fla.
“I like it,” Mudhasi said of the Raven. 

“It’s interesting, very interesting.”
“It’s good,” Capt. Patrick Kubayo said. 

“It’s a good support of our operations in 
Somalia. Very necessary. The instructors 
they’re professional. They know what 
they’re doing. They help us a lot.”

“It is good. It will help us in our ser-
vice in Uganda and other countries,” 
explained Lance Cpl. Rowland Jimmy 
Odoch.

Using a laptop computer with stylus, 
Rally Point Management instructor Mike 
Mahowald taught the Ugandans how to 
control the aircraft. 

“Every click is 20 feet up or 20 feet 
down,” he said at one point.

The Raven fl ew overhead with the 
Ugandans at the controls when a few 
visitors prepared to leave. Rally Point 
Management site head Kurt Donaldson 
was asked how the Ugandans were do-
ing.

“They’re doing good,” Donaldson re-
plied. “They’re doing very good.”

The Raven is the smallest unmanned 
aircraft system the Army sells interna-
tionally.

Army drives ahead with Joint 
Light Tactical Vehicle program

Black Hawk pilots offer 
leadership students lift

An HH-60M Black Hawk medevac crew responds to a request Jan. 1 from students completing a Warrior Leader Course situational exercise at Fort Carson, Colo. Army 
Reservists assigned to 7th Battalion, 158th Aviation Regiment, at Fort Carson became the fi rst Army unit to receive the latest Black Hawk medevac aircraft confi guration 
in early 2010. Soldiers from Company F, 7th Bn., 158th Avn. Reg., recently started integrating medevac crews into situational exercises for the Warrior Leader Course 
at the Mountain Post.

PHOTO BY DUSTIN SENGER

Ugandans train on Raven unmanned aircraft system

An Army and U.S. Marine Corps’ Joint Light Tactical Vehicle team conducts a helicopter sling 
load transportability test during the Technology Development phase.

PHOTO BY KRISTEN KUSHIYAMA

By Dustin Senger
Fort Carson Public Affairs

By Ashley John-Givens
PEO CS&CSS 

By Skip Vaughn
USAG Redstone 

Ugandan air force Pvt. Ronald Mudhasi prepares to launch the Raven unmanned aircraft system during 
training Dec. 15 at Test Area 3 at Redstone Arsenal, Ala.

PHOTO BY SKIP VAUGHN

SEE LIFT, PAGE B4
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

GENERAL & SPECIAL NOTICES

YARD & ESTATE SALES

MERCHANDISE
FIREWOOD & FUEL

FURNITURE & HOUSEHOLD ITEMS

HEALTH PRODUCTS

JEWELRY & WATCHES

PETS & ANIMALS

BIRDS, FISH, EXOTIC ANIMALS

CATS

DOGS

FARMER’S MARKET

FARM & DAIRY EQUIPMENT

FRESH PRODUCE

HAY & GRAIN

EMPLOYMENT
CUSTOMER SERVICE

GENERAL EMPLOYMENT

PROJECT MANAGEMENT

SALES

EDUCATION
& INSTRUCTION

SCHOOLS & INSTRUCTION

RESIDENTIAL
REAL ESTATE FOR RENT

APARTMENTS UNFURNISHED

RESIDENTIAL
REAL ESTATE FOR SALE

HOME SITES, LOTS, LAND

RECREATION
BOATS

CAMPERS & TRAVEL TRAILERS

MOTOR HOMES & RVS

WATERSPORTS

TRANSPORTATION

ANTIQUE & CLASSIC VEHICLES

AUTOS FOR SALE

AUTOS FOR SALE

MOTORCYCLES

SPORT UTILITY

Easy Ways to
Increase Your Ad’s Results...

1. Use bold type
2. Use an Attractor
3. Start your ad with the item you are selling
or a benefit headline
4. Abbreviate as little as possible
5. Describe your item or job position in detail
6. Include the price of the item you are selling
7. Use white space, large type and graphics
to make your ad stand out and be
visually compelling

Need a New Home?
Check out the Classifieds

I Pay CASH for Diabetic test
strips. Up to $10 per box!
Most brands considered.
All boxes must be unopened

and unexpired.
Call Matt 334-392-0260

ALMOST NEW CONSIGNMENTS
Women-Men-Kids-Maternity-Toys-Baby Stuff-
Formals. Let us sell your almost new stuff for
cash. Bring it to us anytime, any season.
We will tag & price your stuff or you can.

Call 334-677-SHOP "7467"
1656 Montgomery Hwy. Dothan. Inside RCC.

r SPLIT OAK FIREWOOD q
Delivered in the wiregrass
$75. Large truck load.

Call 334-685-1248 or 334-389-7378

Mattresses: The Sleep Center has Sealy Queen
mattresses starting at $199. Complete Sealy
mattress set for $399! Sealy Posturepedic
queen sets (2-piece) starting at $599! Come
see us for many more examples and see the
very extensive selection of fine bedding and
bedroom furniture. It will be worth it!
www.dothansleepcenter.com (334) 702-3143

Diabetic Test Strips needed, I Buy Sealed/
Unexpired boxes Call Bob (334)219-4697

Wanted: Old Coins, Gold,
Diamonds, Guns, And Tools

West Main Jewelry & Loan 334-671-1440.

Quail for Sale flight condition
Ready for Hunting
r 850-326-3016 q

Free Cats - to good homes ($25 gift cards with
each): four beautiful young cats (born 9/23).
three black females, one tiger-striped male.
Mom is tortoise shell calico, father unknown.
Very playful and loving! I will also consider
helping to pay for them to be fixed if desired.
They have been indoor since birth, litter-box
trained. Please contact Susan or Tim (Ozark
area) if interested at: (334) 774-3279, 714-4045,
or 733-5477.

Boxer: AKC Brindle Boxer puppies 3-Males/4-
Females $350 each. Both Sire and Dam on site.
Now taking deposits. Puppies will not be ready
until Feb. 22, 2012. Call 334-701-1722

Chihuahua Puppies: CKC Registered. 3 males, 1
female. $250. 334-347-1612

CKC Jack Russel Pups!
Tri-color, white with brown,
S/W Will Deliver! $250 .
Also Maltese Pups AKC
call for more info.

r 334-703-2500 q

Jack Russell (full breed)
for sale. Spike was born
03/11/2010. Great age to
breed. He has a loads of
energy. House broken, up
to date on vaccinations,

micro-chipped and healthy. $200. If interested
please contact me at 334-393-9659.

Lab puppies; blonde labs, cute and cuddly
$200. 334-488-3979 Can leave msg.

Shi-Tzu puppies . CKC. Ready now. Parents on
premises. Hand raised. $225. 334-792-0202 or
text 6187106
! Valentine Babies Tiny Chorkies $175.-$225.,

F- Shih-tzu $350. F - Chihuahua $300.
Taking deposits on Yorkies & Yorkie-Poos
Older Puppies Available $150. 334-718-4886.

08’ md#9996 John Deere 6-row cotton picker
982 eng. hrs. 624 fan hrs. Mud Hog, LMC Bowl
Buggy all exc. cond. kept under shed. Call;
Kendall Cooper 334-703-0978 or 334-775-3749

ext. 102, 334-775-3423.
John Deere Tractor: 32HP, high and low range,
4WD, 95 hours, includes bush hog, box blade,
disk, and roll bar. $14,500. Call 334-774-6808

SAWYER’S PRODUCE
HAS FRESH HOME GROWN PRODUCE

WE HAVE STRAWBERRIES
Frozan Peas, Collard, Turnip,

& Mustard Greens, &
Other Fresh Vegetables!!
All Farm Fresh!
220 W. Hwy 52 Malvern
∂ 334-793-6690 ∂

r Bahia seed for sale q
Excellent germination Kendall Cooper
Call 334-703-0978, 334-775-3423,

or 334-775-3749 Ext. 102

Boyd Management
Part Time Manager for St. Albans

Apartments in Enterprise, AL. Successful
candidate should possess excellent clerical
skills, glowing references, and have a
friendly demeanor. Submit resume to
resume@boydmanagement.com
or by faxing to (803) 419-6577. EOE

WANTED - MANAGER FOR
BARBOUR COUNTY LAKE
Duties include permit sales, grounds
maintenance, and management of lake.

Manager must live at the lake
in State-provided housing.
Investment required.

Application and information are
available from: Alabama Division of
Wildlife & Freshwater Fisheries, 64 N.
Union Street, Montgomery, AL, 36130,

or call 334-242-3471
Please reply by February 28, 2012

Key Project Personnel
Fort Rucker Public Works Base
Operations Support Management,
Management Subcontractors.

The SKE Group, a worldwide Base O&M
contractor is in search of experienced senior
level personnel, including Project Manager,
QC Manager and Inspectors, Work Control

Manager, Business Manager,
Superintendents and subcontractors for the
upcoming Base Operations Support Contract.
We are seeking personnel and subs with

direct experience at Ft. Rucker.

For confidential consideration,
please email resumes to
HR-Rucker@skeii.com

Visit our website at SKEII.com for
additional company information.

Enterprise Chevrolet Currently has Openings
in our Sales Department. No Experience
necessary. Qualified candidates must have
a valid driver’s license with a good driving
record, be drug free, and enjoy working

with the public.

We Offer:
∂ Paid Training Program ∂ Guaranteed
Salary & Incentives ∂ Healt/Dental
Insurance ∂ 401K Plan ∂ Paid Vacation

Apply in person at 1001 Rucker Boulevard,
Enterprise, AL 36330

ATTN: Mike Williams or Scott Shiver.
Enterprise Chevrolet is an Equal Opportunity

and right to work employer.

Get a Quality Education
for a New Career!

Programs
offered in Healthcare,
HVAC & Refrigeration
and Electrical Trades.

Call Fortis College Today!
888-202-4813

For consumer information
visit www.fortis.edu

Camelot Apartments For Rent in Enterprise
1 BR Apartments - $300/$325 mo. + $300 dep.
pool & laundry on premises, Approved Credit
Needed. Small dogs OK with pet fee.

Call 334-347-0604

RAYMOND PLACE APARTMENTS - New 3 Bed-
room - 1 Bath apartments, $595. Great location
on the Circle in Enterprise. Other units starting
at $525. Move-in specials. 334-598-4433.

DIRECT LAKEFRONT
ACREAGE only $37,900

Wooded setting on one of AL’s
premier recreational lakes! DOCKABLE!
Paved roads, power & phone. EZ financing.

Call now 1-866-952-5302, x 128.

1993 Sea
Nymph
GL 175
Sportfisher,
all accesso-

ries included, clean & ready for the water
334-687-9903

2004 Moomba Mobius LSV
21’ Brand new 5.7L V8
Vortec motor, under war-
ranty, tower w/speakers,
CD player, iPod hookup, 3

AMPS, Perfect Pass, Wake Plate, and extras!
$27,500 OBO. Call 334-618-3356

Luxury ’09 40ft 5th Wheel: 2 bedroom, sleeps 8,
fully loaded, 3 slides, 3 axles, 2 AC’s,

microwave, refrigerator, washer & dryer,
awning, queen bed. Every option available.
Must Sell Now! $25,000. Call 571-358-1177

2002 Hurricane Class A Motorhome - 34 ft. ,
Single Slide, Just serviced. New A/C. Approx.
9,000 miles. Excellent condition. Asking
$31,000. Call 850-526-4394 after 5PM or
850-718-6259

Damon 2005 Intruder ,
3 slide-outs, 38’, 23,200
Miles. Excellent

Condition, Full Body
Paint, 50 AMP, 2 A/Cs,
Banks System for Fuel

Efficiency, will swap for land ¶ 334-797-6860

1995 Yamaha Wave
Venture with trailer.
Just serviced. New uphols-
tery. Kept in garage.
Looks and runs great.
$1,650 OBO. 334-714-9526.

PRICED REDUCED!!!
Must Sell Only $10K
Chevy 1978 Nova
95% Restored !

350-4 bolt main engine,
new pistons, rings, bearings, interior, CD play-
er, heater, hoses, brakes & booster, less than
300 mi., looks & runs great. Won different
awards. $10,000. OBO Call 334-791-6011

Chevrolet ’05 Suburban LS:
V-8, fully loaded, 49K
miles flex fuel, black,
great condition and very
clean. Located in

Enterprise $17,000. OBO Call 352-207-0032

Chevrolet ’52 Sedan deluxe 4 door, black does
run, needs some work, $2500. 334-299-0300.

Chevrolet ’57 Sedan 4 door, red & white, does
run, needs some work. $3500. 334-299-0300.

DID YOU KNOW
Bob Pforte Chrysler Dodge Jeep/Ram

• Has been selling Chrysler Products 50 yrs
• Has Low Overhead & Friendly Employees
• Has 4 Generations of Loyal Customers

• Is a Family Oriented Business
• Is Surviving Because of our Loyal Customers

• Has Exceptional Five Star Service
• Wants to Continue to be Your Dealer
Our Employees invite you to help us

Just Click BobPforteDodge.com
or call 850-482-4601

THANKS!!!

Chevy ’03 Malibu , fair condition,
needs repairs, 176.8k miles, blue
book value $2300, will sell for $1500
OBO 850-693-3145

Ford 2000 150 - 23,000 Miles.
16 Months Old This is a 2010
F150 4X4 Super Cab with 4.6L
V8. Color is Metallic Dark
Blue Pearl with tan cloth inte-
rior. It is a four-door with 2
full size benches (to include
console on front bench). It

has the Microsoft Sync bluetooth audio and
phone system, 6-disk CD player, auxillary
(headphone jack size) input, and USB
input/charger. It has a 5’ plastic lined bed with
Retrax-brand bed cover (lockable, waterproof,
retractable aluminum bed cover). It also has
the step-assist system (that includes a step
and handle that pull out of the tailgate to help
getting in and out of the bed - very conven-
ient). It has a few scratches for which pictures
can be sent over email upon request. 845-325-
6332, $22,000

GOT BAD CREDIT? DO YOU NEED A VEHICLE?
I can get U Riding Today!

$0 Down/ 1st Payment, Tax, Tag & Title
Repos, Slow Credit, Past Bankruptcy OK!
Push, Pull or Drag, Will Trade anything!

∂ Bring In Last Paycheck Stub! Ride Today! ∂
Call Steve 334-803-9550

Mercedes ’93 Sedan Diesel 300, Avg 30mpg,
one owner, very clean, excellent condition,
never wrecked or damaged, sunroof, leather
interior, 4 door, champagne color, service re-
cords available, REDUCED TO $6900 Call 850-
569-2475

Mercury Grand Marque ’03 55K miles, totally
loaded , exc cond. 334-714-5325. $10,000.

Nissan ’00 Maxima
$3599.00. Local Trade!
2180 Montgomery Hwy.
Call: 334-718-2121.

Nissan ’03 Altima 2.5S new rebuilt engine, blue
in color, $9000. 334-714-8321

Nissan ’05 Maxima , Silver with tinted windows,
Moonroof, LOADED, Great Condition, 122k Mi.
Asking $10,300 334-797-9290

Pontiac ’99 Firebird Formula LS 1:
T-top with midnight blue, leather seats, low
mileage, 8 cylinder, 6 speed manual. New
clutch, trans., and brakes. Transmission still
under warranty. $4,500. Call 334-268-9046

Saturn ’02 L100 4-dr Sedan, AT/AC, PS, PB,
power door locks, looks & runs good. excellent
gas mileage. Selling due to bought another car.

$3500. 334-886-2739.

Toyota ’98 Camry
$4599.00. Run Excellent!
2180 Montgomery Hwy.
Call: 334-718-2121.

Volvo ’05 S40
Cherry Red with black
interior, awesome
sound system, power
windows & locks,

perfect starter car, great gas mileage,
91k miles, $9,500. Call 334-726-3136

Check Me Out At The Dothan Lemon Lot.

2003 Suzuki 1400 Intruder
for sale. Beautiful bi
ke in great shape. 8,000
miles. Windshield, saddle
bags, new battery, NICE!!!
Call (334) 797-9772 to ar-

range appointment. $6,000

Harley Davidson ’08 md#FXSTB Night Train,
17800K miles, 1-Owner, excellent condition,

photos available.
334-798-3247 or 850-217-1647. $12,500.

Harley Davison ’06 Super Glide , solo mustang
seat w/matching saddle bag, mid rise handle-
bars, forward controls, less than 11k mi, lots of
xtras, $8500 850-482-4537

Motorized Bicycle kit .
Runs great, Shock absorb-
er seat post. lights, horn,
blinkers, and brake light.
Heavy duty tires with
thorn resistant tubes.

Call 334-393-9654, $600

Chevrolet ’11 Tahoe LT, LOADED,
White, All Leather, Captain’s Chairs, DVD
System, 4k Miles. Excellent Condition.
LIKE NEW ONLY $38,500 Call 334-714-7251
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SPORT UTILITY

TRUCKS, BUSES, TRACTORS, TRAILERS

VANS

WANTED AUTOS

Make Your Point!
Advertising is the best way to make
points with prime prospects who are

ready, willing and able to buy.
Let us show you the most effective
way to advertise in the newspaper

that reaches the right people,
right where they live.

Toyota ’05 Sequoia , V8,
91K Miles, Excellent
Condition, White, leather
seats, sunroof, $16,000
334-791-7308

Chevrolet ’99 2500 Pick up, Long bed
273K miles, engine has knock,

Rest of truck is in good cond. $495.
334-792-6248 or 334-718-9306

Ford ’57 Tractor -
4 cylinder, good condition,
NO OIL LEAKS $2300.
334-347-9600.

FORD ’89 F150 , 4wh, 4x4
Auto, $4,600 or reasonable
offer. Call 229-334-8520.

Freightliner ’04 Columbia,
APU, Refrigerator,
Microwave, XM Radio,
Great Shape, Looks Good,

$23,000 OBO

334-798-1587

Isuza ’02 FTR white 24ft. box truck with approx.
140k miles, good shape. $13,500. OBO
334-299-0300.

John Deere 7810 , good clean tractor
Call: 334-701-4119 or 334-701-8500.

Luskin ’01 Flatbed: spread axle, wood floor,
side kit, bows and tarp, 48x102, $8,500.
Call 850-674-8992

Mazda ’96 long bed, red in color 4cyl. rear jump
seats, 1-owner, good condiiton, low mileage.

49,555 miles, 5 speed manual
$3500. 334-793-2230 between 6pm - 9pm

Chevrolet ’97 Astro Van
conversion Van raised
roof, loaded, new tires,
One owner, GREAT

condition. 52K mi.$8,900.
334-897-2054 or
334-464-1496

GMC ’02 Savannah
1500 Van: White, Explorer
Conversion, excellent
condition, 41933K miles,
new tires, limited slip

Deferential, one owner, $12,500. 334-347-7923

Nissan ’11 Quest LE:
Titanium Beige, fully
loaded, leather seats,
Boss Audio, DVD sys-
tem, nagivation, blind
spot warning, double

moon roof, only 8,100 miles. Must see!!!
$35,495. Call 334-347-5096 or 334-406-2925

1ST PLACE TO CALL FOR ALL OF
YOUR TOWING NEEDS!

Contact Jason Harger at 334-791-2624

CALL FOR TOP PRICE

FOR JUNK VEHICLES

I ALSO SELL USED PARTS
24 HOUR TOWING r 334-792-8664

Got a Clunker
We’ll be your Junker!
We buy wrecked cars
and Farm Equip. at a
fair and honest price!

$325. & up for
Complete Cars CALL 334-702-4323

- Guaranteed highest prices -

paid for your Junk or unwanted vehicles

& farming equipment,

bb r 850-849-6398 q bb

b û We buy Wrecked Vehicles
running or not $325. & up according to
vehicle 334-794-9576 or 344-791-4714

WE PAY Ca$H

FOR JUNK CARS!!!!!!

Call 334-818-1274

FREE ADS TREASURE SEEKERS

TREASURE SEEKERS

ADVERTISE IN
THE CLASSIFIEDSGas Water Heater: $75. Call 334- 347-0842

Washer & Dryer: Kenmoore & Whirlpool, $125.
each 334-347-7576 looks - runs new - Enterprise

BOAT REPAIR CLEANING & HOUSEKEEPING

Rhino Boats

Joe’s Motor Service
Hwy 52 E • Hartford, AL 36344

334-588-2968

Delight Cleaning ServiCe

Licensed & Insured

• Home • Church • Commercial
Best service! Best Price!

334-798-2102
334-347-9665

Dorothy Pulliam,
Owner



to ensure JLTV remains af-
fordable,” said Col. David 
Bassett, project manager 
for Tactical Vehicles.

Following submission 
of proposals, the govern-
ment will convene a source 
selection evaluation board, 
comprised of subject mat-
ter experts from across the 
Department of Defense, to 
review the industry propos-
als. The Army intends to 
award up to three contracts 
during the summer for the 
EMD phase for the delivery 
of 22 prototype vehicles 
per contract. Additional de-
liverables include ballistic 
structures, armor coupons, 
additional test assets, con-
tractor furnished kits, trail-
ers and data requirements.

The refi ned 27-month 
acquisition strategy is de-
signed to put a premium 
on driving down costs, 
reducing risk and getting 
vehicles into the hands of 
warfi ghters quickly. The 
JLTV EMD contract pe-
riod of performance for 
contractors is 27-months, 
while the full EMD phase 
will last for 33-months as 
the program offi ces ensures 
JLTV moves successfully 
from Milestone B to Mile-
stone C.

“It was really good train-
ing,” said Spc. Nickolas 
Noga, 1st Battalion, 22nd 
Infantry Regiment, 1st 
Brigade Combat Team, 
4th Infantry Division, 
who graduated Jan. 19, 
with classroom six. The 
infantryman has fought in 
Afghanistan, where he ex-
perienced the chaos that 
unfolds by exchanging fi re 
with enemy forces.

“You never know,” said 
Noga. “When you get de-
ployed everything can go 
haywire, and you don’t 
know what to do. Every-
one should have suffi cient 
knowledge of medevacs 
and be profi cient at it.”

The Soldiers from F 
Company, 7th Bn., 158th 
Avn. Reg., began receiv-
ing HH-60M Black Hawks 
in early 2010, according 
to unit instructor pilots. 
They said the aircraft’s lat-
est confi guration includes 
hotter turbines, improved 
blades, computerized cock-
pit panels, electronic litter 
lifts and a more secured 
patient compartment.

“It’s great training for 
us,” said 1st Lt. Derrek 
Montoya, F Co., 7th Bn., 
158 Avn. Reg., while wait-
ing for a call from class-
room six with his pilot-in-
command, crew chief and 
medic. “We get to do our 
whole routine — run-up 
and getting ready. If we get 
deployed, this is what we’d 
be doing.”

Montoya appreciates the 
opportunity to practice pri-
oritizing tasks in hectic sit-
uations. He said it’s easy to 
feel “task saturated” while 
surveying an area, coordi-
nating with other aircraft, 
mitigating emergency situ-
ations, monitoring internal 
frequencies and maintain-
ing contact with ground 
forces.

CW2 Andrew Bright, F 
Co., 7th Bn., 158 Avn. Reg., 
is an instructor pilot who’s 
deployed to Iraq three 
times. Bright was prepar-
ing to evaluate Montoya’s 
response to the “nine-line” 
medevac request from the 
WLC students.

“The more we can throw 
at them here, in a training 

environment, the more 
prepared they’ll be when 
we deploy,” said Bright, 
regarding the medevac 
crews. The standard reac-
tion time to a nine-line is 
15 minutes, he said, but the 
company often rehearses 
responses to urgent calls in 
less than 10 minutes.

While the two squads 
assigned to classroom six 
were walking “humani-
tarian aid” through an icy 
gorge in subfreezing tem-
peratures, a training impro-
vised explosive device det-
onated, covering mud and 
snow in a cloud of white 
powder.

While securing the 
area, a “combatant” ap-
peared about 50 feet from 
their beaten path, fi ring 
blanks from an M16 rifl e. 
The Soldiers returned fi re, 
simulating enemy engage-
ment. Before the exchange 
ended, a WLC small group 
leader tapped a Soldier for 

evacuation, calling him a 
gunshot wound. The Sol-
dier dropped.

After the Black Hawk 
landed, Sgt. Matthew Lar-
son exited the aircraft, 
handed his headset to his 
crew chief, grabbed a hand-
held radio and met up with 
Soldiers. The combat med-
ic asked for more informa-
tion about the “wounds,” 
assessed the casualty for 
quick treatments, and then 
adjusted and tightened 
their litter.

“We’re trying to make 
it as real as possible,” said 
Larson, who has deployed 
to Iraq as a ground medic. 
He has a bachelor’s degree 
in emergency response 
medical services and ex-
perience with hospitals and 
aircraft. “The biggest thing 
is talking through it speak-
ing from experience to the 
guys who haven’t done it 
before.”

“It helped us get a feel-

ing of actually having a 
helicopter come down,” 
said Spc. Shaughn Daniel, 
1st Bn., 22nd Inf. Reg., 1st 
BCT, 4th Inf. Div. The M-1 

Abrams tank system main-
tainer said his occupational 
specialty rarely requires 
training with aircraft.

“It’s really loud,” said 
Daniel. “The wind is blow-
ing. You’re trying not to 
get your head blown off 
and your heart is pumping. 
It really helps when you get 
that type of training when 
you do it in real life, it’s not 
so jarring — so you won’t 
get someone killed.”

Daniel fi rst practiced 
loading a simulated casu-
alty onto a HH-60M Black 
Hawk at the Joint Readi-
ness Training Center in 
Fort Polk, La., while pre-
paring for his fi rst combat 
deployment to Afghanistan 

in 2010. During the train-
ing, he tripped and dropped 
a litter. However, success-
ful medevacs get easier 
with practice, he said.

“As you do it more, you 
get more used to it and 
you’re not as scared,” he 
explained. “Less things can 
go wrong.”

“A lot of people haven’t 
been in training situations 
where you actually have 
(helicopters),” said Noga. 
“This is giving people a 
better feeling of what it’s 
like to actually evacuate 
a casualty in combat. The 
more you practice back 
home, the better the chance 
you have of saving your 
battle buddy’s life.”
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Program: 
Strategy 
reduces 
cost, risk 
Continued from Page B1

An HH-60M Black Hawk medevac crew responds to a request Jan. 1 from students completing a Warrior 
Leader Course situational exercise at Fort Carson, Colo. 
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Lift: ‘We’re trying to make it as real as possible’
Continued from Page B1

KICKSTARTTHATHEART!

HEALTHY HEARTS BEAT LONGER AND STRONGER. AND THEY HAVE MORE FUN!

Free community event Saturday, February 4 10 a.m.—1 p.m. Dothan Civic Center

1108 Ross Clark circle
Dothan, AL 36301
334-793-8107 samc.org

Resolve to live healthier in 2012. SAMC’s Hearts N Motion is a great way to get

started. Learn how simple exercises and deliciously healthy eating can improve

your heart. The Dothan Civic Center will be alive with exercise and dance, health

screenings and healthy food sampling. There will also be Q & A sessions with

cardiologists and SAMC pharmacists. Join us. It’s free and fun for the whole family.

Helping more hearts
beat longer and stronger.

Calling all cupids...

DOTHAN
1408 Westgate Pkwy • 792-SKIN (7546)

www.ritualsdothan.com

ENTERPRISE
West Gate Center • 393-SKIN (7546)

www.ritualsenterprise.com
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Agencies create 
database to protect 
Soldiers, quell swindlers

Story on Page C3

Soldiers and civilians enjoy free access to the computers offered at the Center Library located on Fifth Avenue Friday.

PHOTO BY NATHAN PFAU

From e-books to music 
downloads to language 
learning software, the 
Center Library features 
a treasure trove of free 
resources to the commu-
nity.

The Fort Rucker Center 
Library, located in Bldg. 
212 on Fifth Avenue, has 
new features offered to 
members of the commu-
nity that have access to its 
resources, said Ruth Vil-
laverde, reference librari-
an for the Center Library.

“Something we’re real-
ly excited about is what’s 
now available on the Web 
that wasn’t there a year 
ago,” she said.  “People 
now have Web access to 
the library where they can 
look on the Web and see 
what we have available 
within our collection.

“People can even check 
to see whether or not a 
book has been checked 
out before they take the 
time to come in,” she said.  
“They can even put a book 
on hold if it has already 
been checked out.”

Along with the Web ac-
cess, the library offers free 
e-books that are available 
for download to e-readers 
or other portable listening 
devices, said the librar-
ian.

“The e-book access is 
new for Army libraries 
and we want people to 
know that we have that 
feature available,” she 
said.  “Some of the se-
lections may require an 
Army Knowledge Online, 
or AKO, account in order 
to access, but once they 
have that set up, they can 
download directly to their 
[e-readers].”

If people don’t have 
their AKO accounts set 
up, Villaverde said she 
and other library staff 
members would me more 
than happy to help set one 
up.

The e-books and more 

are offered through: Army 
Digital Media Library, 
which has e-books, e-au-
diobooks, videos and mu-
sic; Ebsco Audio books, 
which offers fi ction and 
non-fi ction titles; History 
Reference Online, which 
provides access to over 
6,000 encyclopedias, dic-
tionaries, handbooks and 
guides, said the librarian.

People that use the li-
brary’s resources also 
have access to Transpar-
ent Language Online, 
which is the Army’s cur-
rent contract for language 
learning.

“It’s completely free,” 
said the librarian.  “The 
TLO is available once 

you make an account for 
it.  You’ll have access to it 
anytime you sit down at a 
computer that has Internet 
access.”

The language-learning 
program can also be down-
loaded to smartphones or 
other handheld portable 
computing devices, ac-
cording to Villaverde. 
The program offers basic 
language courses in over 
48 foreign languages and 
includes activities for de-
veloping pronunciation, 
grammar, writing, vocab-
ulary and culture skills.

“I highly recommend 
people check it out if they 
are at all interested in 
learning a new language,” 

she added.
The Center Library also 

offers free music down-
loads for library patrons 
that register for access 
to Freegal, the program 
that offers access to mu-
sic from the Sony Music 
Catalog and sever inde-
pendent music producers, 
according to Villaverde.

“People [that are reg-
istered to Freegal] can 
download up to three 
songs a week and it’s 
theirs to keep,” she said.

Along with the new fea-
tures the library provides, 
it’s a vast resource for 
people to take advantage 
of, according to the librar-
ian.

“People have research 
resources available to 
them here [at the library],” 
said Villaverde. “We have 
staff that can show them 
how to use everything if 
they need help.”

“We have a lot of e-
resources available that 
most people don’t even 
realize we have,” she said. 
“People can access many 
of our books and articles 
from our online catalog, 
and it even gives you the 
citation.  It’s like it does 
the work for you.”

For access to the e-re-
sources, Villaverde said 
that people must be a 
registered library patron 
and have a unique email 

address with the library 
in order to register for an 
online account.

“My main job is to help 
people fi nd what they 
need at the library,” she 
said.  “They can come in 
as a walk-in or make an 
appointment and I’d be 
happy to sit down with 
them and show them what 
we can offer and how ev-
erything works – it’s what 
I do here.”

The Center Library is 
open Mondays, 10 a.m. to 
5 p.m.; Tuesdays – Thurs-
days, 9 a.m. to 7 p.m.; Fri-
days 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.; and 
Saturdays, noon to 5 p.m.

For more information, 
call 255-3885.

Free resources abound at post facility
By Nathan Pfau
Army Flier Staff Writer

Center LibraryCenter LibraryCenter Library
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Promotion Points 
Parent Support 
Program

Army Community Ser-
vice’s Promotion Points is 
holding a new Parent Sup-
port Program Friday from 
9-11 a.m. at the Early Child-
hood Activity Center, Bldg. 
3705 on Dean Street. These 
monthly parenting educa-
tion classes are designed for 
Soldiers and will be held the 
fi rst Friday of every month. 

For more information and 
to register, call 255-3898.

BOSS Super Bowl 
party 

Fort Rucker’s Better Op-
portunities for Single Sol-
diers hosts a Super Bowl 
party Sunday beginning at 
4:30 p.m. in Bldg. 8350. 
Last year, more than 60 
Soldiers attended. This 
year the party will feature 
pizza being served during 
half time and all Soldiers 
who attend are encouraged 
to bring some sort of party 
food – chips, dip, salsa, 
cookies, etc. – and soda and 
sweet tea will be provided. 
BOSS will provide a desig-
nated driver for those who 
consume alcohol during 
the event, but people are 
reminded to drink responsi-
bly. The game will be shown 
on a big screen and video 
games will be available on 
the other televisions. 

People are welcome to 
make additional sugges-
tions about the party. For 
more, call 255-2677.

Super Bowl party
Mother Rucker’s hosts 

a Super Bowl party Sun-
day. For more, call Mother 
Rucker’s at 503-0396.

Character Dining 
with Kiddie 
Karaoke

The Landing Zone hosts 
Character Dining with Kid-
die Karaoke Tuesday from 
5-8 p.m. For more, call 
598-8025.

Valentine’s Day 
craft making 

The Center Library hosts 
a Valentine’s Day craft mak-
ing activity for children ages 
3-11 from 4-5 p.m. Tuesday. 
Light refreshments will be 
served and space is limited 
to the fi rst 65 children. 

Visit the library or call 
255-3885 for more infor-
mation.

Dueling Pianos
Dueling Pianos performs 

at The Landing Feb. 11 from 
8 p.m. to midnight. Doors 
open at 7:30 p.m. Dueling 
Pianos is billed as an ener-
getic musical show as two 
pianists “duel” to see who 
can play better and faster, 
with 176 keys of humor, 
singing and music. Tickets 
are $10 in advance at The 
Landing Zone, or $15 at 
the door. This show is open 
to ages 18 and older and is 
open to the public. 

For more, call 598-2426.
Additionally, people are 

welcomed to make the eve-
ning a date by enjoying The 
Landing Zone Valentine’s 
Dinner Special beforehand 
for $35 per couple. Dinner 
will be served from 5–8 
p.m. and includes a shrimp 
cocktail to share, choice 
of blackened red fi sh with 
Riesling cream sauce, 10 oz. 

sirloin, 12 oz. prime rib, or 
a Cajun chicken and shrimp 
pasta. All entrees come with 
a baked potato and side sal-
ad. Then choose a dessert to 
share of either cheese cake 
or Bourbon pecan pie. Res-
ervations are not required, 
but are strongly suggested. 

For more, call 598-8025.

AFTB Level 1 
Training

Being new to the Army 
can be confusing, and 
Army Family Team Build-
ing Level I is designed to 
provide the knowledge and 
tools people need. AFTB I 
takes place Feb. 13 and 14 
from 8:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. 
at The Commons in Bldg. 
8950. Modules of learning 
include: military acronyms, 
chain of command, customs 
and courtesies and more. 

For advanced registration 
and childcare information, 
call 255-2382.

EFMP Information 
and Support Group

The Exceptional Family 
Member Program invites 
all active duty military 
Families that have an ex-
ceptional Family member 
to the EFMP Information 
and Support Group meet-
ing Feb. 14 from 9-10 a.m. 
at The Commons in Bldg. 
8950 on Seventh Avenue. 
The topic for the meeting is 
EFMP respite care. Eligibil-
ity and enrollment proce-
dures will also be discussed. 
This is an opportunity to 
learn and provide sugges-
tions for future topics for 
the support group. 

For information and to 
register, call Army Com-
munity Service’s EFMP at 
255-9277.

Valentine’s Day 
Family Pasta Buffet 

The Landing Zone hosts 
a Valentine’s Day Family 
Pasta Buffet Feb. 14 from 
5-8 p.m. Cost for adults 
is $10 and for every paid 
adult, two kids eat for free. 
Entertainment for children 
will be provided by Charac-
ter Dining, a balloon perfor-
mance and crafts. 

For more, call 598-8025.

Mardi Gras Kid’s 
Night

The Landing Zone hosts 
Mardi Gras Kid’s Night Feb. 
21 from 5-8 p.m. Children 
are invited to dress in Mardi 
Gras-themed costumes, in-
cluding face masks and out-
fi ts with the green, gold and 
purple colors. All children 
who attend in costume will 
put their names in a draw-
ing for prizes. Children do 
not have to be present at 
time of drawing, but must 
have attended the event in 
costume to be eligible. 

For more, call 598-2426 
Ext. 35.

Blended Family 
Workshop

Army Community Ser-
vice hosts a Blended Fam-
ily Workshop Feb. 22 from 
9-11:30 a.m. at the Early 
Childhood Activity Cen-
ter. The workshop focuses 
on maintaining strong par-
ent and child relationships, 
developing relationships 
within the blended Family, 
and effective communica-
tion and negotiation skills. 
People should register by 
Feb. 17. The Workshop is 

open to active duty service-
members, retired military, 
Department of Defense ci-
vilian employees and their 
Family members. 

For child care informa-
tion and registration, call 
255-9641 or 255-3898.

Anger 
Management 
Workshop

Army Community Ser-
vice hosts an Anger Man-
agement Workshop Feb. 
21 and 28 from 9-11 a.m. 
at the Family Advocacy 
Program Early Childhood 
Activity Center in Bldg. 
3705 on Dean Street. The 
workshop helps people 
learn how to identify causes 
of anger, the symptoms of 
anger, techniques to mange 
anger and how to develop 
an anger management plan. 
This is a two-part series 
and participants must at-
tend both sessions in order 
to receive a certifi cate. The 
workshop will not meet on 
holidays. The Workshop is 
open to active duty service-
members, retired military, 
Department of Defense ci-
vilian employees and their 
Family members.  

For child care informa-
tion and registration, call 
255-3898 or 255-9641. 

Newcomers 
Welcome

Army Community Ser-
vice offers its next New-
comers Welcome Feb. 24 
from 8:30–10:30 a.m. at 
The Landing. Active duty, 
foreign students, Army ci-
vilians, and Family mem-
bers are all welcome to at-
tend the informative event 
to learn about Fort Rucker. 
A free light breakfast and 
Starbucks coffee will be 
served. For free childcare, 
register children at the child 
development center by call-
ing 255-3564. Reservations 
must be made 24 hours pri-
or to the event. 

For more, call 255-3161 
or 2887. 

OnOn PostPost
YOUR WEEKLY GUIDE TO FORT RUCKER EVENTS , SERVICES AND ACTIVITIES. DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSIONS IS NOON THURSDAY FOR THE FOLLOWING WEEK’S EDITION.

FORT RUCKER Movie Schedule for February 2-5

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 2

SH: Game of Shadows (PG-13) 7 p.m.

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 3

We Bought A Zoo (PG) ........ 7 p.m.

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 4

We Bought A Zoo (PG) ........ 7 p.m.

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 5

Chipwrecked (G) ....................... 7 p.m.
TICKETS ARE $4.50 FOR ADULTS AND $2.25 FOR CHILDREN, 12 AND UNDER. MILITARY I.D. CARD HOLDERS AND THEIR GUESTS ARE WELCOME. FOR MORE INFORMATION, CALL 255-2408. 

On deck
Fort Rucker youth baseball player Damien Aldridge attempts to stop an opponent from advancing a base during action from a youth 
baseball game last year at Fort Rucker. Youth spring baseball registration runs now through Feb. 29, with the baseball season running 
from April 2 to June 9 at the Youth Services Baseball Fields. Youth baseball is open to ages 5- 18. Youth will be separated into different 
groups according to their age and must meet age requirements by May 1. A current sport’s physical and valid child, youth and schools 
services registration are required to participate. Cost is $45, with a discount for each additional child. If there are not enough girls to fi ll 
a Ponytail Team, they will be placed on a baseball team. Prospective coaches are needed for all age groups. Coach’s training for base-
ball and softball will be March 1-5, beginning at 6 p.m. A spring baseball parents meeting for those Families new to Fort Rucker Youth 
Sports programs will be March 14 at 6 p.m. at the Youth Service Gymnasium in Bldg. 2806 on Seventh Avenue. For more, call 255-9105, 
255-0950 or 255-9638.
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WASHINGTON — 
Their presence outside 
military bases has become 
all too familiar: businesses 
peddling cars, electron-
ics and other items with 
undisclosed conditions or 
sky-high interest rates that 
quickly become a fi nan-
cial nightmare for service 
members.

The Consumer Finan-
cial Protection Bureau an-
nounced as one of its fi rst 
orders of business Jan. 25 
that it is partnering with 
the Federal Trade Com-
mission to put a stop to 
such scams.

The bureau, which was 
created to consolidate fi -
nancial regulators and 
protect consumers, has 
created a national database 
to share between state and 
federal law enforcement 
with information about 
companies that target mili-
tary members for consum-
er and fi nancial fraud.

Richard Cordray, the 
former Ohio attorney 
general whom President 
Barack Obama appointed 
as director of the bureau 
earlier this month, said co-
ordination among law en-
forcement agencies – and 
their input — is critical to 
prosecuting scam artists 
who prey on servicemem-
bers and their Families.

The database — dubbed 
ROAM, for Repeat Of-
fenders Against the Mili-
tary — is accessible only 
by law enforcement, and is 
an extension of the FTC’s 
Military Sentinel Network, 
a public website where 
people can report scams 
against servicemembers, 
Cordray said.

New York Attorney 
General Eric T. Schneider-
man, who attended today’s 
announcement, came up 
with the idea for the data-
base after fi ling a lawsuit 
in 2010 against Rome Fi-
nance Co. of Concord, Ca-
lif., for defrauding nearly 
a thousand Soldiers at Fort 
Drum, N.Y., as well as ser-
vicemembers in at least 
fi ve other states. The com-
pany agreed to repay $3.5 
million to the Fort Drum 
Soldiers and restore their 
consumer credit ratings in 
a legal agreement reached 
in August.

Schneiderman called 
the case “one of the most 
egregious things I’ve seen 
in my time” in which the 
company’s retailer, Smart-
Buy, sold laptop comput-
ers at highly infl ated prices 
to servicemembers. Under 
the scam, he said, service-
members were forced to 
use the company’s fi nanc-
ing plan, which was paid 
directly from their military 
paychecks with interest 
rates that eventually hit 
19 percent. Some Soldiers 
ended up paying more 

than $7,000 for a com-
puter worth no more than 
$2,000, he said.

The Fort Drum Soldiers 
were particularly vulner-
able, Schneiderman said, 
because the base was “an 
extremely active jumping-
off point” for deployments 
to Iraq, with Soldiers busy 
and distracted by their jobs 
and relocations.

Few are more familiar 
with the situation than 
Holly Petraeus, the bu-
reau’s assistant director of 
servicemember affairs and 
wife of retired Army Gen. 
David H. Petraeus, CIA 
director and former com-
mander of U.S. forces in 
Iraq and Afghanistan.

“As someone who has 
lived in military commu-
nities my entire life, I’ve 
seen fi rsthand” how some 
companies prey on mili-
tary members, Petraeus 
said. “I continue to hear 
stories of servicemem-
bers being ripped off by 
businesses who see them 
as easy targets to a quick 
profi t,” she said, adding 
that some compare the 
predatory nature of sales 
people who set up outside 
military bases to bears at a 
trout stream.

Servicemembers are a 
favorite prey, she said, be-
cause “they have a guaran-
teed paycheck, and they’re 

not going to quit or get 
laid off.” And, she added, 
a military base sometimes 
is the largest employer in 
the area.

Too often, Petraeus said, 
when a business is shut 
down at a base in one 
state, it simply moves to 
another – something the 
national database is de-
signed to prevent.

Among the latest scams, 
Petraeus said, is one in 
which people claim they 
can help elderly veterans 
with their applications to 
receive the Veterans Af-
fairs Aid and Attendance 
benefi t, which can pay as 
much as $2,000 per month. 
In soliciting their services, 
the scammers gain access 
to the veterans’ fi nancial 
records, she said.

The FTC received more 
than 17,000 complaints 
of military-targeted fi nan-
cial scams last year, FTC 
Commissioner Julie Brill 
said, precipitating months 
of meetings at military 
installations around the 
country to hear complaints 
and collaborate with the 
services on fi nancial train-
ing.

Servicemembers are a 
particularly vulnerable 
group of consumers, Brill 
said, due to their young 
age, independence and 
lack of fi nancial experi-

ence.
The database “is about 

being effective, effi cient 
and responsive” in pros-
ecuting scam artists, she 
said.

Petraeus urged service-
members to protect them-
selves by understanding 
what the total price of a 
product with interest – not 
just the monthly payment 

— will be before buying, 
and to consult fi nancial and 
legal guidance on base.

“They have great le-
gal services available to 
them,” she added.
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Agencies create database to 
protect troops, quell swindlers
By Lisa Daniel
American Forces 
Press Service
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Hurry! Order now and take 20%*Off only at
www.proflowers.com/colorful or call 888.695.7913

Valentine’s Day

is Tuesday, February 14th
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SAVE
AN EXTRA20%*

Find your perfect Valentine’s Day gift for less.
*Minimum product purchase of $29.00. Does not apply to gift cards or certificates, same-day or international delivery, ship-
ping & handling, taxes, or third-party hosted products (e.g. wine). Discount will appear upon checkout and cannot be com-
bined with other offers or discounts. Discounts not valid on bulk or corporate purchases of 10 units or more. Images in this
advertisement may include upgraded, premium containers which are available for an additional charge. Prices valid while
supplies last. Offer expires 2/28/2012

Bouquets from

+s/h

$1999

Specializing In:

Allergy & Sinus Disorders
•

Pediatric ENT Problems
•

Skin Cancer
•

Facial Plastic Surgery
•

Thyroid and Head & Neck
Cancer

•
General Ear, Nose &

Throat Problems
•

Voice and Swallowing
Problems

Scott A. Charlton,
MD, FACS

Board Certified in
Otolaryngology,
Head and Neck

Surgery and Allergy

Two convenient locations to serve you:

ENTERPRISE
101 E. Brunson
Street, Suite 102

OZARK
2126 Roy Parker
Road, Suite 206

(334) 308-WENT • (334) 308-9368
sacmdpc@live.com

Audiology Services provided by:
Hearing Associates of Dothan, LLC

(334) 702-4327
Robyn H. Wilkes, Au.D • Jamie B. Shumaker, Au.D

Call 347-9533 to
advertise your church

on this page.

CenterPoint

� 3351 Lynn Road � Enterprise
(right off Rucker Blvd)

� Service times
� Sunday Worship � 10 AM
� Sunday Evenings � 5 PM
� Wednesday Evenings � 7 PM
� Nursery � Children � Youth

� Office: 334 347 5044
www.centerpointag.org

centerpoint3351@yahoo.com

������������ � ���������� � �����������
Pastor: Ed Corley

Com m unityChurch

Center Point
Community Church

Traditional Worship Service
8:30 am & 11:00 am

Contemporary Worship -
New Connection

8:45 am
The Gathering - Youth

5:45 pm
Sunday School

10:00 am
Nursery Care: During all services

217 S. Main St • Enterprise, AL
Office: 334-347-3467

efumc@adelphia.net
Prayer Line (24 Hours) 334-393-7509

First United

Here, it’s not about the building...

VINEYARD CHURCH
DOTHAN

Sun 10:30 Service; Wed 6:30 Small Groups
(334) 671-0093 • 150 Bethlehem Rd

DOTHANVINEYARD.COM

“Small things done with great love
will change the world”

Business Card
Spotlight

Christian Mission Bargain Centers
Donation Pick-Up Available

Call 393-4471
Your donation of clothing, furniture, house-hold
items, autos, etc. helps to provide the following

services for the homeless and hungry...shelter, food, hot
meals, for home-bound, emergency utility assistance and

residential substance abuse program.
All donations are tax deductible

307 N. Main Street ~ www.christmissions.com

Your ad could be here
for only $96 per month.
Call Donna Stephenson
for more information at

334-393-9710



C4  ★  FEBRUARY 2, 2012  ❘  ARMYFLIER.COM

Alabama is home to a number of historic 
covered bridges. 

TheAlamuchee-Bellamy Covered Bridge, 
located on the University of West Alabama 
campus in Sumter County, was built of 
hand-hewn heart-pine timbers joined with 
wooden pegs over the Sucarnoochee River 
in 1861. Later moved to Alamuchee Creek, 
this is West Alabama’s only remaining cov-
ered bridge. In 1969, it was restored and 
moved to its current location. The Clark-
son Covered Bridge and Park features one 
of the largest covered bridges in Alabama. 
The truss bridge was built with lattice-style 
planks in 1904 and restored in 1975. Enjoy 
the shaded picnic grounds, dogtrot log cabin, 
gristmill and hiking trails.

Three covered bridges still exist in Blount 
County, the Covered Bridge Capital of 
Alabama and home of the annual Covered 
Bridge Festival. Spanning 324 feet and situ-
ated high above the rocky riverbed of the 
Black Warrior River, Swann Covered Bridge 
is the longest covered bridge still in exis-
tence in the state. It was built around 1933. 
Old Easley Covered Bridge is a one-span 
town bridge built in 1930. Tin-covered and 
in fairly good repair, all 95 feet of its single 
span are preserved. And Horton Mill Bridge, 
built in 1935, is one of the highest covered 
bridges in the nation, standing 70 feet above 
the Black Warrior River.

Located at the Shady Grove Dude Ranch 
near Mentone, the 90-foot-long Old Union 

Crossing Covered Bridge spans the West 
Fork of Little River. It was moved from Lin-
coln in 1972 and rebuilt in 1980 over an ex-
isting cable bridge from the late 1800s. 

In Etowah County,Gilliland-Reese Cov-
ered Bridge was made in 1899 of rough-
hewn lumber and covered with weathered 
shingles. In 1968, the structure was hauled 
to the pioneer setting of Noccalula Falls Park 
and carefully restored. 

Coldwater Covered Bridge, one of Ala-
bama’s oldest remaining covered bridges, 
was built in 1850 by a former slave. It was 
later restored and moved from Coldwater 
Creek to its current location at Oxford Lake 
and Walking Trail in Calhoun County. 

In Talladega County, both the Waldo Cov-
ered Bridge andKymulga Grist Mill & Cov-
ered Bridge were constructed in the mid–
1800s and span scenic Talladega Creek.

You can also visit some new covered 
bridges. Poole’s Covered Bridge is located at 
the Pioneer Museum of Alabama in Troy. In 
Monroe County, Rikard’s Mill is a historical 
park featuring a covered bridge and covered 
bridge gift shop as well as a restored water-
powered gristmill, blacksmith shop and cane 
syrup mill. And the Horace King Covered 
Bridge Replica in Valley is built in the style 
used by Horace King, a famous black engi-
neer, humanitarian and legislator of the Civil 
War era.

For more information any of the above, 
point your browser to http://www.alabama.
travel/tours-and-trails/covered-bridge-trail/, 
and for more Alabama travel information go 
to http://www.alabama.travel/.

ANDALUSIA
ONGOING — Andalusia Public Library 

offers free practice tests. Patrons can choose 
from more than 300 online tests based on 
offi cial exams such as the ACT, SAT, GED, 
ASVAB, fi refi ghter, police offi cer, para-
medic, U.S. citizenship and many more.  
Patrons may select to take a test and receive 
immediate scoring. Call 222-6612 for more 
information.

DALEVILLE
ONGOING — Daleville Chamber of 

Commerce meets the second Wednesday of 
each month at 11 a.m. at the Chamber of 
Commerce offi ce in the Daleville Cultural 
and Convention Center. For more informa-
tion, call 598-6331.

DOTHAN

FEB. 18 — The Southeast Alabama 
Community Foundation hosts its annual 
half marathon at Flowers Hospital. SACF’s 
half-marathon raises funds for grants given 
to organizations that provide services to 
Coffee, Dale, Geneva, Henry and Houston 
counties. 

For more information, visit www.sacf-
halfmarathon.org.

FEB. 18 — The Dothan Civic Center will 
host the Blues is Alright Concert featuring 
Willie Clayton, Latimore and Calvin Rich-
ardson and host comedian Sir Walt. The 
event will begin at 8 p.m. Advanced Tickets 
are $30 and $25 and all tickets will be $30 
the day of the show. Tickets and other infor-

mation can be found at www.dothancivic-
center.org.

ONGOING — The Wiregrass Museum 
of Art hosts First Saturday Family Day the 
fi rst Saturday of every month at 10:30 a.m. 

Children and parents will learn about 
color, shape, texture and different types of 
art such as painting, drawing and collage. 
The event is recommended for elementary 
aged children. 

For more information, visit wiregrassmu-
seum.com or call 794-3871.

ENTERPRISE
ONGOING — The City of Enterprise is 

partnering with the Disabled American Vet-
erans Chapter No.  9 and Veterans of For-
eign Wars Post No. 6683 to honor Korean 
War veterans at this year’s Veterans Day pa-
rade and ceremony. If you are a Korean War 
veteran or know someone who is, please 
contact Tara Leigh Emnett, special projects 
coordinator 348-2603 or email tarae1@cit-
yofenterprise.net no later than Nov. 1.

ONGOING — Veterans of Foreign Wars 
Post 6683, John Wiley Brock Post member-
ship meetings are at the post headquarters, 
located on County Road 537, every third 
Tuesday of the month at 7 p.m. For more in-
formation, call Connie Hudson at 406-3077, 
Randy Black at 393-6499 or Bob Cooper 
347-7076, or visit the VFW Post 6683 on 
Facebook.

ONGOING — Enterprise State Com-
munity College holds classes to teach Eng-
lish as a second language at the Fort Rucker 

campus Mondays and Wednesdays from 9 
a.m. until noon in Bldg. 4502, Rm. 131. 

GENEVA
ONGOING — The Geneva County Re-

lay for Life meets the last Tuesday of the 
month at 6 p.m. at the Citizens Bank. 

For more information, call 248-4495.

MIDLAND CITY
ONGOING — Residents are invited to 

Town Hall meetings the fi rst Tuesday of 
each month at 5:30 p.m. at Town Hall, 1385 
Hinton Waters Ave. 

For more information, call 983-3511.

NEW BROCKTON
ONGOING — Adult education classes 

are offered in Rm. 12 at New Brockton 
High School, 210 South Tyler St., Mondays 
and Wednesdays from 6-9 p.m. All classes 
are free for individuals 16 years old or older 
who are not enrolled in public school. 

Individuals must take an assessment test 
prior to attending class. Call 894-2350 for 
more information.

OZARK
SATURDAY — The Ozark Dale Coun-

ty Public Library hosts a half-price book 
sale from 9 a.m. to noon, sponsored by the 
Friends of the Library.  This sale includes 
paperback and hardback books, music 
and videos. For more information, call 
379-7184.

SATURDAY  — Dale County Council of 
Arts and Humanities invites the public to a 
browse and buy art during the Small Town 
Big Art show and reception Saturday from 
6-8 p.m. at 144 East Broad Street. Framed 
artwork and photographs will be on sale for 
as little as $10. For more information, visit 
www.ruddartcenter.org.

FEB. 16-18 — The Ann Rudd Art Cen-
ter hosts a stained glass class from 8 a.m. to 
5 p.m. taught by John Hogarth. The fee for 
the class is $175. 

For more information, call 774-7322.

PINCKARD
ONGOING — The public is invited to 

the Cross Country Workshop every Sunday 
at 6 p.m. at the Pinckard United Methodist 
Church. 

For more information, call 983-3064.

SAMSON
ONGOING — American Legion Post 

78 meets monthly on the second Tuesdays 
at 7 p.m.

TROY
ONGOING — Troy Bank and Trust 

Company sponsors senior dance nights 
every Saturday night from 7-10 p.m. at the 
J.O. Colley Senior Complex. 

The complex is transformed into a dance 
hall and features music from the 40s, 50s, 
and 60s, fi nger foods, and refreshments. 

For more information, call Janet Motes at 
808-8500.

Wiregrass community calendar

IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO ADVERTISE YOUR EVENT, E-MAIL JIM HUGHES WITH ALL THE DETAILS AT JHUGHES@ARMYFLIER.COM.

Beyond Briefs
Mobile Chocolate Festival

The Mobile Chocolate Festival will be held at the Mobile 
Civic Center Expo Hall Saturday from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. All 
proceeds benefi t Penelope House, which provides emergen-
cy shelter and services to victims of domestic violence.  

There will be vendors offering samples of their chocolate-
related products as well as selling their products and gift 
certifi cates. There will also be a children’s area, chocolate 
challenge, and a chocolate-themed Project Yum Way fash-
ion show, chocolate martini tasting and a chocolate milk 
mustache booth and more. 

Admission is free for children under 13, $2 for seniors 65 
and above and $3 for general admission. 

For more information, call (251) 342-2809 or visit www.
mobilechocolatefestival.com.

Prattville Mardi Gras
The City of Prattville’s eighth annual Family-fun 

Mardi Gras parade is Saturday at 3 p.m. at the Au-
tauga County Courthouse. There will also be vendors 
and a children’s fun zone. 

For more information, visit www.prattvilleal.gov 
or call (334) 358-0297.

Mardi Gras for Dogs
The Haven animal shelter in Fairhope will host a 

Mardi Gras parade for dogs Feb. 11 from 10 a.m. to 
2 p.m. at the Downton Animal Clinic. To register or 
find out more, visit www.havenforanimals.org or call 
(251) 929-3980.

Mud Mania
Mud Mania, a mud-drenched outdoor obstacle ad-

venture race, opens March 31 in Auburn. The facility 
is set in the backwoods of rural Auburn on Southern 
Springs Equine. It is a bootcamp style 5K run em-
bedded with more than 20 obstacles. Mud Mania is 
a timed event. Races are divided into heats that start 
every 30 minutes throughout the day. There will be 

up to 300 participants in each heat. Registration ends 
Feb. 29. 

For more information or to register, visit www.
mud-mania.com.

Crater Days
Each year the Wetumpka Impact Crater Commis-

sion and City of Wetumpka sponsors Crater Days at 
the Wetumpka Impact Crater site. Visitors can tour the 
5-mile wide crater and attend lectures and events. 

For hours and more information, call 567-5147 or 
go to visitelmoreco.com.

ArchiTreats Lecture
The Alabama Department of Archives and Histo-

ry in Montgomery hosts ArchiTreats lectures on the 
third Thursday each month. The next lecture is Feb. 
16 from noon to 1 p.m. 

For more information, call 353-4726 or visit www.
archives.alabama.gov. 

Alabama Travel highlights bridge trail
Alabama Tourism Department
Press Release

COURTESY GRAPHIC
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WASHINGTON — For 
a sense of what’s ahead for 
combat rations, check out 
offerings at one of the many 
sit-down chain restaurants 
that have sprung up like 
mushrooms around the coun-
try and outside many military 
bases.

Food scientists at the 
Natick Soldier Research, 
Development and Engineer-
ing Center near Boston look 
to Applebee’s, TGI Friday’s 
and other popular chain eat-
eries for inspiration in their 
quest to provide warfi ghters 
the kind of food they’d seek 
out at home if they weren’t 
deployed, explained Jeremy 
Whitsitt, technology inte-
gration analyst for the cen-
ter’s Department of Defense 
combat feeding directorate.

So “Meals, Ready to Eat” 
and other combat rations the 
Natick center develops for 
all the services are a blend 
of comfort foods such as the 
ever-popular beef stew, old 
standbys such as spaghetti 
and meat sauce and an in-
creasing number of ethnic 
selections, particularly Ital-
ian, Mexican and Oriental 
dishes, he said.

A Southwest beef and 
black bean dish introduced 
in 2010 is “quickly becom-
ing a favorite,” Whitsitt said, 
along with a Mediterranean-
inspired chicken with to-
mato and feta cheese course 
also added that year. Rata-
touille and Santa Fe rice and 
beans entrees made their de-
but in 2011. This year, Asian 
pepper steak and Mexican 
chicken stew went into pro-
duction.

Also new for 2012 are 
au gratin potatoes — one 
of Whitsitt’s personal fa-
vorites — as well as mul-
tigrain snack bread, jalap-
eno-cheese-fi lled crackers, 
a fi ber-fortifi ed banana nut 
Ranger bar and sour fruit 
candy discs.

“We try to stay true to 
what our demographic is eat-
ing when they are not on the 
battlefi eld, and I think our 
current product offering re-
fl ects a lot of that,” Whitsitt 
said. “With the advances in 
food science and processing 
technology and packaging 
innovation — and I think 
most warfi ghters would back 
me up on this — I think we 
actually have a very good, 
current, trendy product of-
fering out there now.”

Keeping up with chang-
ing culinary trends in de-
veloping combat rations 
is a never-ending process. 
“We run a continuous prod-
uct improvement program,” 
Whitsitt said, balancing what 
troops want to eat with other 
considerations such as nutri-
tion and fi eld-worthiness.

Achieving that balance is 
no hit-or-miss proposition. 
There’s a ton of science be-
hind it, with food scientists 
factoring in challenges that 
the popular eateries they 
strive to emulate simply 
don’t have to contend with.

MREs must be able to 
maintain their quality for 
three years if stored at 80 
degrees Fahrenheit, or six 
months when exposed to 
more extreme temperatures. 
They must satisfy the sur-
geon general’s strict nutri-
tional requirements, with 
specifi c standards for calo-
ries and for composition of 
carbohydrates, protein and 
fat.

Even more challenging, 
they have to be packaged to 
withstand being airdropped 
by parachute, free-dropped 
from 100 feet and subjected 
to rough handling and ex-
treme temperature swings.

To make sure they meet 
these standards, testers 
at Natick subject them to 
scorching heat and frigid 
cold, high impacts to ensure 
they don’t break open when 
airdropped, and nutrition 
analyses to make sure they 

Combat rations change to reflect troops’ palates
By Donna Miles
American Forces 
Press Service
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meet prescribed require-
ments.

But no matter how well 
MRE items perform in these 
tests, they never enter the 
military inventory until they 
survive the toughest test of 
all: the troop taste test.

Every year, a team of 
product developers, food 
scientists, nutritionists and 
consumer researchers travel 
to fi eld training exercises to 
hear fi rsthand what troops 
think of current combat ra-
tions referred to as the “con-
trol group” and some of the 
most promising prototype 
entrees.

“We collect a lot of data, 
and from that data we boil 
it down to: here are the top-
rated items from the new 
group, and here are some of 
the lowest-rated items from 
the control group,” Whitsitt 
said. Those fi ndings then go 
to a joint-service operational 
rations forum, which ap-
proves eliminating the least-
popular current selections 
and replacing them with the 
highest-rated new ones.

Based on overwhelm-
ing servicemember input, 
“country captain chicken,” 
a cross between chicken 
a la king and chicken and 
dumplings, got scratched off 
the MRE menu board back 
in 2005. The veggie omelet 
followed suit in 2009.

Last year, white albacore 
tuna, chicken and dump-
lings, the veggie griller and 
Mexican corn got dropped 
from production. This year, 
the same fate fell to the ham-
burger patty, Buffalo chick-
en and Mexican rice.

Whitsitt acknowledged 
that decisions about what 
foods stay or are introduced 
and which ones are dropped 
is challenging because 
“somebody’s least-favorite 
item might be somebody 
else’s most-favorite item.”

But he said he’s convinced 
that a product improvement 
process based 100 percent 
on customer recommenda-
tions and feedback is paying 

off. “A lot of the comments 
that we get hint to the fact 
that we are pleasing most 
of the people most of the 
time,” he said. “And when it 
comes to food, that probably 
is the greatest compliment 
you can get, considering you 
are talking about 2.2 million 
warfi ghters.”

Tales of military rations 
falling short of the mark in 
the past have become the 
stuff of legends. During Op-
erations Desert Shield and 
Storm in 1990 and 1991, 
Army Gen. Colin Powell, 
chairman of the Joint Chiefs 
of Staff at the time, report-
edly was so dissatisfi ed 
with the state of MREs that 
he summoned the director 
of the combat feeding pro-
gram to his offi ce. As the 
story goes, Powell held up 
an MRE and rendered the 
simple order: “Fix it.”

Since then, 241 new ra-
tion items have been added 
to better refl ect what warf-
ighters want, and the fi xing 
continues. “There is always 
room for improvement,” 
Whitsitt said.

In that quest, the research-
ers at Natick and their indus-
try and academic partners 
are pushing the envelope in 
food processing and packag-
ing to broaden the array of 
foods they can deliver.

One, which the FDA ap-
proved in 2009, involves 
pressure-assisted thermal 
sterilization — basically, 
using high pressure rather 
than intense heat to sterilize 
MREs and other combat ra-
tions. The benefi t, Whitsitt 
explained, is less protein 
degradation during process-
ing and improved taste, tex-
ture, odor, fl avor and overall 
product quality.

The FDA also approved 
another technology Natick 
advanced with its partners: 
microwave-assisted thermal 
sterilization that heats pack-
aged foods uniformly to kill 
any bacteria. In the past, 
microwaves heated foods 
unevenly, either “overcook-

ing” the entire product or 
heating some parts enough 
to kill the bacteria but leav-
ing some parts below that 
“kill temperature.”

These new processing 
methods open the door for 
improving the quality and 
acceptability of combat ra-
tions, while also expand-
ing their product offerings, 
Whitsitt explained. This 
could include foods that 
couldn’t stand up to standard 
sterilization methods, such 
as fi sh and seafood. Using 
the new methods, “you can 
actually start to see some-
thing like a salmon fi let in 
an MRE, which is unheard 
of right now,” he said.

Natick scientists already 
have developed a prototype 
salmon-in-alfredo-sauce en-
trée using microwave-assist-
ed sterilization. “It’s a very 
high-quality product, but 
also shelf-stable for three 
years,” Whitsitt said.

Meanwhile, food scien-
tists also are looking at ways 

to enhance the warfi ghting 
capability combat rations 
provide.

Caffeine, for example, is 
known to increase people’s 
cognitive abilities when 
they’re fatigued or under 
stress. So Natick food sci-
entists have come up with a 
caffeine-infused meat stick, 
and also are looking at other 
ways to deliver caffeine, 
possibly through a bar, gum 
or candy product, Whitsitt 
said.

They’re also exploring 
innovative ways to boost 
physical and cognitive per-
formance by lacing foods 
with naturally occurring 
compounds such as cur-
cumin and Omega 3s, he 
said. Curcumin is an anti-
infl ammatory supplement, 
and Omega 3s found in fi sh 
oils promote a broad range 
of functions, including re-
ducing cholesterol and heart 
disease. New research also 
suggests they play a role in 
preventing traumatic brain SEE RATIONS PAGE C6

injury — an obvious concern 
on the battlefi eld, Whitsitt 
reported.

Several new food items 
being developed at Natick 
incorporate Omega 3 fatty 
acids in a chicken chili dish 
and also bakery items such 
as cookies and cakes.

As some Natick research-
ers strive to improve food 
processing and foods them-
selves, others are studying 
ways to reduce the weight of 
the rations.

“We know that the warf-
ighters already are some-
times carrying 75 to 100 
pounds on their back, and 
the last thing we want to do 
is to add more weight or un-
necessary weight for them,” 
Whitsitt said. “So we are 
looking at ways to reduce 
that weight in rations — 
while still maintaining the 
proper calorie count so they 
have the proper nutrition, the 
proper energy and the proper 



percentages of fat, proteins 
and carbohydrates.”

Whitsitt said there’s 
a clear understanding at 
Natick that the work done in 
the food lab has a direct im-
pact on the mission — and 
the health and well-being of 
those carrying it out.

Napoleon Bonaparte fa-
mously observed 200 years 
ago that an army marches on 
its stomach. And despite all 
the changes that have taken 
face in warfare, Whitsitt 
said, that adage still holds 
true, impacting warfi ghters 
every single day. 

“They may not fi re a 
weapon every day or drive a 
Humvee or [mine-resistant, 
ambush-protected vehicle] 
every day, but they certainly 
are eating every day,” he 
said.

Natick’s focus, Whitsitt 
said, is to make that experi-
ence as benefi cial and posi-
tive as possible.

“Our whole mission is to 
ensure the joint warfi ghter 
is the best-fed warfi ghter in 
the world,” he said. “And 
we take our mission very 

seriously, because we truly 
feel that we are fueling the 
Defense Department’s most 
adaptive and fl exible weap-
ons platform, which is the 
individual warfi ghter.”
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Rations: ‘They certainly 
are eating every day’
Continued from Page C5

CLARK THEATRES
ENTERPRISE

WESTGATE CENTER

COLLEGE CINEMA • ENTERPRISE

OZARK
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Web Site: www.hollywoodconnector.com

MOVIE INFO 24/7 - 347-2531
ACTIVE DUTY SERVICE MEMBER DISCOUNT
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$2.00 Upcharge for 3D

III UNDERWORLD AWAKENING* - R
M-F 7:00 & 9:00 • S&S 2:00, 7:00 & 9:00

IV CONTRABAND*- R
M-F 7:00 & 9:10 • S&S 2:00, 7:00 & 9:10

I RED TAILS - PG13
M-F 7:00 & 9:25 • S&S 2:00, 7:00 & 9:25

II JOYFUL NOISE - PG13
M-F 7:00 & 9:20 • S&S 2:00, 7:00 & 9:20

III THE GREY* - R
M-F 7:10 & 9:30 • S&S 2:00, 7:10 & 9:30

I WAR HORSE- PG13
M-F 7:00 Only • S&S 2:00 & 7:00

II ALVIN & THE CHIPMUNKS:
CHIPWRECKED- G
Fri: 7 & 9:00 • Sat 2:00, 7:00 & 9:00
Sun: 2:00 & 7:00 • Mon - Thurs 7:00

I MAN ON LEDGE- PG13
M-F 7:10 & 9:15 • S&S 2:00, 7:10 & 9:15

II ONE FOR THE MONEY- PG13
M-F 7:00 & 9:00 • S&S 2:00, 7:00 & 9:00
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Pick-of-
the-litter
Meet June, a 9-week-old female domestic 
short hair available for adoption at the 
Fort Rucker stray facility. She is calm and 
friendly with everyone she meets. It costs 
$81 to adopt June and other animals at 
the facility, which includes all up-to-date 
shots, microchip and spaying. For more 
information on animal adoptions, call the 
stray facility at 255-0766, open from 8 
a.m. to 3 p.m. Visit the Fort Rucker stray 
facility’s Facebook page at http:// www.
facebook.com/fortruckerstrayfacility/ for 
constant updates on the newest animals 
available for adoption. 
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Super Bowl weekend has arrived and 
Fort Rucker offi cials urge people in the 
community to be safe and healthy before, 
during and after the upcoming football 
game.

“I think when we talk about Super 
Bowl weekend, the big thing we always 
think about is drinking and driving,” said 
Marcel J. Dumais, Directorate of Public 
Safety Department of the Army Civilian 
Police chief. “If you plan to go out and 
enjoy the Super Bowl anywhere other 
than your own home, put a plan in place, 
especially if you decide you’re going to 
be drinking.”

The chief said that people should al-
ways make sure to have a designated 
driver, make plans to stay with a friend, 
or stay somewhere where they can avoid 
drinking and driving.  He also urges that 
people be safe and aware even if they 
won’t be drinking over the weekend.

“For people that are just going to be 
on the road and won’t be drinking, be a 
little more cautious, because you never 
know,” said Dumais.  “Once the Super 
Bowl is over, the potential exists that 
there could be people out there that will 
be drinking and driving.  People really 
need to drive defensively – pay attention 
to the road and pay attention to the other 
drivers that will be driving that night.”

A Soldier that gets stopped on post for 
driving under the infl uence will be ap-
prehended and taken to the police sta-
tion on Fort Rucker to be processed and 

determined whether their blood alcohol 
content exceeds the .08 limit, according 
to the police chief.  If it is, the Soldier 
will then be issued an immediate suspen-
sion of installation driving privileges for 
a period of 12 months.

“Just like anyone else, the [Soldier] 
will then go to court and be susceptible 
to whatever fi nes that the judge deter-
mines to be adequate for their specifi c 
case,” said Dumais. “Just because you 
get [pulled over for DUI] on post, doesn’t 

mean you’re going to get off any easier 
than if you were elsewhere.”

Dumais suggests that people have an 
alternative to alcohol if they are host-
ing a Super Bowl party to protect their 
guests.

“Just don’t drink,” he said.  “If you do, 
at a certain point, people should shut off 
the alcohol intake, especially if people 
are going to be driving.  If you’re having 
a party, plan for people to be able to stay 
over if they are drinking, or fi nd of means 

of getting those people home safely.”
Dumais also urges people to take the 

safety aspect into their homes while they 
are cooking, saying “there’s always a po-
tential for fi res when cooking, so, people 
need to be extra careful when mixing 
that with alcohol at their parties.”

Along with being safe over the Su-
per Bowl weekend, people should also 
choose to be healthy, said Denece Clay-
borne, community health nurse and di-
rector of Health Promotion at Lyster 
Army Health Clinic.

She offers some tips on how to be 
healthy during the weekend saying the 
best way to eat healthy during an event 
like the Super Bowl is to pay attention 
to portion size, choose healthier options 
and don’t go to a party hungry.

“Don’t fi ll up your plate and don’t hang 
out near the snack table,” said Clayborne. 
“Educate yourself on the nutritional val-
ue of typical snacks before a party.

“Munch on the fruit and veggie tray 
more than the hot wings and pigs in a 
blanket,” she said. “If you’re not will-
ing to pass up the typical snacks, choose 
healthy options within the snack group: 
for example, cheese dip has approximate-
ly four times more calories than salsa, so 
go for the salsa.”

She also suggests people have a 
healthy, fi lling meal before attending a 
party to curb cravings for snacks, recom-
mending foods that are high in fi ber and 
protein that will keep you full, longer.

With these tips, Fort Rucker offi cials 
want to ensure people have a safe and 
healthy Super Bowl weekend.
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N.Y. Giants vs. 
N.E. Patriots

@ Indianapolis

 Record 74-41 71-44 75-40 78-27 75-40

Super Bowl safety 
key to good time

BOSS Super Bowl party 
Fort Rucker’s Better Opportunities for Single Soldiers hosts 

a Super Bowl party Sunday beginning at 4:30 p.m. in Bldg. 
8350. Last year, more than 60 Soldiers attended. This year the 
party will feature pizza being served during half time and all 
Soldiers who attend are encouraged to bring some sort of party 
food – chips, dip, salsa, cookies, etc. – and soda and sweet tea 
will be provided. BOSS will provide a designated driver for 
those who consume alcohol during the event, but people are 
reminded to drink responsibly. The game will be shown on a 
big screen and video games will be available on the other tele-
visions. People are welcome to make additional suggestions 
about the party. For more, call 255-2677.

Super Bowl party
Mother Rucker’s hosts a Super Bowl party Sunday. For more, 

call Mother Rucker’s at 503-0396.
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Football is an Xs and Os 
sport, but Super Bowl XLVI 
will come down to lines.

With all the storylines as-
sociated with Super Bowl 
XLVI, the result of this 
game depends on what 
goes on at the line of scrim-
mage — can the Patriots of-
fensive line stop the Giants 
defensive line’s onslaught.

 Of course, you can only 
debate that for so long — 
Sunday we’ll see who wins 
the battle — and there are 
plenty of other storylines. 

Revenge: the Giants ru-
ined the Patriots’ quest to 
go 19-0 in Super Bowl XLII 
and gave New England its 
last loss in November.

The Gronk: Will tight 
end Rob Gronkowski’s an-
kle be OK for the game or 
not? He’s not the end all, be 
all for the Patriots offense, 
but they are much more 
effective when he’s at full 
speed than when he isn’t. 
And even if he plays, how 
effective will he be?

Elite Eli: In an interview 
at the start of the season, Eli 
Manning said he considered 
himself an elite quarterback. 
He pretty much backed that 
up. And a win Sunday will 
defi nitely earn him a spot 
there, and he will even sur-
pass his older brother in Su-
per Bowl titles.

Belichick vs. Coughlin: 
Even though many New 
York fans were calling for 
Tom Coughlin’s head as 
late as Week 15 this year 
after a shocking loss to 
the Redskins, the man has 
a pretty good regular and 
post-season record. But 
then, it’s New York and the 
axe could fall at any time 
– although winning this 
Super Bowl would prob-
ably keep him safe through 
next year’s pre-season. And 
we all know about Bill 
Belichick: it will be fun to 
see what he cooks up for 

this one – especially on the 
defensive side.

Not very Brady of him: 
After an incredible run ear-
ly in his career that saw him 
on the winning side of his 
fi rst 10 postseason games, 
Tom Brady has been lack-
luster of late in the playoffs, 
with a notable exception 
being his six-touchdown 
performance against Den-
ver a few weeks ago. He’ll 
need to regain the magic of 
postseasons past for New 
England to win this one.

New York vs. Boston: 
Whether it’s the Red Sox vs. 
Yankees, Patriots vs. Jets, 
Bruins vs. Rangers, Celtics 
vs. Knicks, well, OK, for-
get about the Knicks, but 
our friends in the northeast 
love to go at each other in 
whatever sports arena they 
can arrange to meet in, and 
if it’s for the championship, 
so much the better. Serious 
trash-talking for an entire 
year is on the line in this 
one – can you imagine the 
crushing blow it would be 
to Boston if they lose to the 
Giants again?

That’s not all of them, so 
pick your favorite storyline, 

but the game mainly hinges 
on the two opposing lines.

On the line
The general consensus 

on how to slow down Bra-
dy and the high-fl ying New 
England offense is to get 
pressure on the quarterback, 
and New York has done 
it well the past few times 
these teams have met. 

With the Patriots’ out-
standing offensive line, that 
is often much easier said 
than done, but the Giants 
have the tools to do it ef-
fectively. Towards the end 
of the season is when the 
Giants got hot and became 
a new team — rattling off 
fi ve straight elimination 
game wins. It’s no coinci-
dence that this was when 
the defensive front healed 
up and Osi Umenyiora, 
Jason Pierre-Paul, Justin 
Tuck, and tackles Chris 
Canty and Rocky Bernard 
fi nally got to spend some 
quality time together stand-
ing over opposing QBs.

The Giants have proven 
in the games they lost they 
are beatable deep. And, 

when you think about the 
yardage gained by the Patri-
ots offense, you might think 
that is a big problem. But 
while Brady and Co. can go 
deep, they make their living 
on short and medium passes 
— the specialty of the Gi-
ants defense. 

The other way you pre-
vent teams from going deep 
is pressuring the QB so re-
ceivers don’t have time to 
get very far before the QB 
throws it away or gets ham-
mered. And when you can 
do it with just your front 
four, and have seven people 
in coverage, you’re making 
life diffi cult for even an of-
fense as good as New Eng-
land’s.

The Patriots’ offensive 
line is going to have to stall 
the Giants pass rush or it 
will be a long, painful day 
for Brady. It isn’t mission 
impossible, though. The 
New England line features 
two Pro Bowl players at 
guard and pretty good tal-
ent at tackle. Plus, Belichick 
likes to put additional line-
men in the backfi eld from 
time to time to give them an 
added punch to their block-
ing schemes. 

On the fl ip side, the Patri-
ots are going to need anoth-
er stellar effort from Vince 
Wilfork and the rest of the 
defense, one very similar 
to the Ravens and Broncos 
games. New England shut 
down both Denver’s and 
Baltimore’s impressive run-
ning games by switching to 
a 3-4 scheme (although still 
employing a 4-3 on passing 

situations), moving Wilfork 
all over the line and having 
wide receiver Julian Edel-
man fi ll in for the depleted 
secondary. 

That last part hasn’t 
worked so well. Look for 
Manning to target that 
matchup all day long — 
and with his stable of re-
ceivers, it could get ugly if 
Belichick hasn’t fi gured out 
a workaround.

Above and beyond the 
line matchup, there are 
some other key players that 
are going to have to shine 
Sunday for their team to 
win.

New York’s secondary is 
going to have to cover ef-
fectively and tackle at the 
point of the catch or Wes 
Welker and Aaron Hernan-
dez will be running all over 
the place. If Gronkowski is 
ineffective due to his injury, 
that will take loads of pres-
sure off because they can 
double team elsewhere.

The Giants offensive 
line, another unit coming 
together at the right time, 
will need to keep Manning 
upright. Manning is certain-
ly in the elite class of QBs, 
but he doesn’t like pres-
sure any more than Brady, 
and he is capable of mak-
ing huge mistakes trying to 
make things happen — 25 
interceptions last year.

While the Patriots are 
vulnerable to aerial attacks, 
the Giants need to establish 
at least the illusion of an ef-
fective running game. Plus, 
they’re likely going to want 
to eat some clock at some 

point to keep the ball out of 
Brady’s hands.

On the New England 
side, if Gronkowski is inef-
fective, Welker, Hernandez, 
Deion Branch and The Law 
Firm (BenJarvus Green-El-
lis) will need to step up and 
make big plays and earn se-
rious yards after the catch.

I’m not sure how this one 
will play out because both 
teams have proven in the 
post season that they can 
win even when what they 
want to do isn’t what they 
are able to do. But I have 
some thoughts on it.

I’m going to stick with 
my initial pick of the Gi-
ants. I highly suspect they 
are going to pressure Brady 
and he will be much less ef-
fective than he wants to be. 
I think Gronk’s ankle will 
limit his effectiveness, and 
in turn that of Welker and 
Hernandez since one or the 
other will inherit that dou-
ble team. 

I think a healthy Ahmad 
Bradshaw will give New 
York the running game it 
needs to eat the clock. I 
think Manning will pick 
spots to eat the Patriots’ 
secondary alive — look 
for a big game from Victor 
Cruz.

I think it will still be a 
close game, but I think turn-
overs and special teams will 
play big roles, and I think 
the Giants pull it off some-
thing like 27-24. But, I’m 
certainly neither psychic 
nor a football expert — I’m 
just a fan hoping to jinx the 
Giants.
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Forget Xs, Os — lines matter most 
in Super Bowl XLVI contest Sunday
By Jim Hughes
Command Information Officer

GRIDIRON CORNERGRIDIRON CORNER

TWO NEW FORCES
OF INNOVATION

WINTERWEAR
& OUTERWEAR

Excluding FootJoy, Mizuno, Sun Mountain and Zero.

50%OFF

ALL MEN’S BELTS

PANTS & SHORTS

BUY ONE GET ONE

50%OFF

25 OFF

ROCKETBALLZ
FAIRWAY
$229.99

NEW ADAMS
SPEEDLINE FAST 12
DRIVER $299.99
FAIRWAY $199.99

CHAMPION’S TOUR
S/S ENERGY STRIPE

POLO $34.99

DOTHAN
175 Jones Drive � 334.792.0055 edwinwattsgolf.com

CHAMPION’S TOUR
SHORTS $34.99

PANTS $44.99

AFRICAN-AMERICAN /BLACK HIS-
TORY 5K RUN

The physical fi tness facility will host the 
Annual African-American/Black History 5K 
Run and 1-Mile Fun Run Saturday. Race Day 
registration begins at 7:30 a.m. and ends at 
8:45 a.m. The 5K run will start at 9 a.m. Par-
ticipants are encouraged to pre-register at ei-
ther the Fortenberry-Colton or Andrews PFF. 
The free 1-mile fun run is open to all children 
and will begin after the 5K race is completed. 
Each fun run participant will receive a medal. 
The costs are $12 per person (no shirt option) 
and $25 (with shirt). The event is open to the 
public.

For more, call 255-3794.
 
ROLLER HOCKEY
A group on post is putting together pick-

up roller hockey games Saturdays at 9 a.m. 
at Bldg. 6209, next to the Lemon Lot and 
behind Yano Hal. People interested in play-
ing roller hockey are welcome to attend no 
matter what their skill level may be. 

Players are required to wear helmets, 
and other safety gear is highly recom-
mended.

For more information or to let the group 
know you would like to play roller hockey, 
call Tim Waychoff at (630) 870-9264 or 
send an email to tim.waychoff@us.army.
mil.

PRESIDENT’S WEEKEND SKINS 
GOLF GAME

Silver Wings Golf Course hosts its Pres-
idents’ Weekend Skins Golf Game Feb. 18. 
For details, call 598-2449.
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By now, most gamers are 
familiar with the quality of 
the Soul Calibur series and 
its style of weapons-based 
head-to-head fi ghting. The 
latest in the series, Soul 
Calibur V, takes place 17 
years after the events of 
Soul Calibur IV and con-
tinues the epic story of 
warriors searching for soul 
swords in 17th century Eu-
rope. 

The new game will feel 
familiar at fi rst, but there 
have been some changes 
that will change how gam-
ers fi ght. There are side-
steps that allow quick 
dodges, parries have been 
removed and the Guard 
Impact system can now re-
pel unblockable attacks at 
the cost of the character’s 
Critical Meter, the new 
gauge that replaces the Soul 
Gauge. “Just Guard,” a new 
blocking system, will allow 
gamers who have the right 
timing to not only block an 
attack, but quickly counter-
attack. The biggest change 
is the new Brave Edge and 
Critical Edge attacks. If 
pulled off correctly, they 
will do lots of damage to 
opponents. 

Ezio from Assassin’s 
Creed is a guest character 
in the game and is a com-
plicated, but fun, option. 
He has a lot of options that 
include his weapons, but 
his attacks aren’t as pow-
erful as most of the other 
characters. The charac-
ter creation mode is back 
with more depth than ever 
before. Those who like to 
personalize will enjoy this 
option.

The same Soul Calibur 
magic is still present and the 
changes don’t feel cheap or 
poorly done. There’s plen-
ty more to Soul Calibur V, 
something fi ghting game 
fans will love and appreci-
ate. Fight!

Reviewed on Xbox 360

Adopt 
a pet

For more information 
about animal adoptions, 
call the Veterinary Clinic 

at 255-9061. 

The Stray Facility needs 
donations such as dry 
or canned foods for 

cats, dogs, kittens and 
puppies, as well as 

blankets, toys and towels. 

Donations can be 
dropped off at the 
Veterinary Clinic.
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Publisher 
Namco Bandai

Rated 
Teen

Systems
Xbox 360, PS3

Cost
$60

Overall 
3 out of 4

Video Game Spotlight >>

(Editor’s note: All opinions stated in the Video Game Spotlight are solely those of the article’s author.)

Soul Caliber V delivers improvements
By Jim Van Slyke
Contributing Writer

COURTESY SCREENSHOT

Year End Sale!
WHOLESALE TO THE PUBLIC

First Come. First Serve.
No Dealers Please.

masseyandalusia.com
600 West By-Pass • Andalusia

344-222-4171 or 1-800-284-4171
All vehicles sold as is. Prices plus tax & fees.

2006 Jeep
Commander Limited

N7647A

$15,995

2005 GMC
ENVOY SLT

N-45192

$9,995

2007 Chevy
Suburban LTZ

C364A

$24,995

2006 Jeep
Grand Cherokee

N-5654P

$12,995

2007 Hyundai
Entourage Limited

N6685P

$14,995

2007 Nissan
Titan LE

N6533A

$16,995

2011 Chevy
Malibu LT

N-7424P

$17,995

2008 Honda
Accord LX

N0161P

$15,995

2009 Mazda
CS-7i Sport

N2895P

$15,995

2004 Jeep
Wrangler

N-51732

$14,995

$500 Discount
to All Military

SOLD

scan code for
directions
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