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Concert gives a
slice of history

By Erin Murray
Army Flier Staff Writer

Community members will hear a winter
wonderland of music during this holiday
season at the commanding general’s annual
holiday concert provided by the 98th Army
“Silver Wings” Band Dec. 13.

The free concert will be at the post theater
at 6:30 p.m., and promises a “smorgashord of

7 J Christmas favorites” along with other holiday
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Saxophonists for the 98th Army “Silver Wings” Band rehearse for the free holiday concert scheduled for
Dec. 13 at the post theater at 6:30 p.m.

favorites across many genres and generations,
said Spc. Tim Stuart, alto saxophonist for the
band.

Stuart said that there will be traditional per-
formances from the concert band as well as
the rock band, Crossfire, and a newly-revived
big band.

“We haven’t had a big band in a long time.
For the holiday concert, we could finally put
together a group especially for that sound. It’s
not just your typical concert. It will be a really
crowd-interactive experience. There are a lot
of things you might not expect to see from an
Army band.”

“There are things for children and adults
of all ages, like people who lived through the
big band era. We’re trying to provide a slice of
history from each different portion of what the
band has done throughout history,” he said.

Those who can’t make it to the Dec. 13
performance have a chance to catch the Army
band the week before at its Dec. 8 perfor-
mance at Flowers Center in Ozark. Staff Sgt.
Matt Shuck, guitarist and vocalist for the rock

band, explained that the Ozark performance
will have more jazz and rock performances
than the Fort Rucker performance.

The new focus on rock and jazz is wel-
comed by the Army band thanks to many tal-
ented newcomers, he said.

“We have a lot of new players coming in
that were professional jazz musicians before.
We have a lot of people with expertise who
congregate here, so they decided to put the big
band together,” Stuart said.

“We have a brand new singer, Staff Sgt.
Mario Edwards, who just came to us. He has
a great voice — kind of a rhythm and blues or
soul sound. He gives us a new tool to utilize in
our show,” said Shuck.

Stuart and Shuck explained that the band
has been planning for the holiday season
since October, and rehearsals have gone well.
Along with the Fort Rucker concert, which is
one of its biggest annual missions, the band
has been preparing for many parades and
events around the Southeast.

“We’re right on schedule with how things
should be progressing. We still have a couple
of weeks to refine it even more and make it
more amazing. For a lot of people, this is the
only access they have to people in uniform, so
we want to make it great for them. We try to
make it a good show. We’re going to have a
lot of fun, and hopefully we’ll bring that ele-
ment of fun and holiday cheer to everyone,”
said Shuck.

For more information on Army band events,
call 255-9202.

1-58th AOB walks the walk on deployment

By Jim Hughes
Command Information Officer

Prior to boarding buses in February on their way
to a yearlong deployment, the 1-58th Airfield Oper-
ation Battalion executive officer looked the Soldiers
in the eyes and asked them if they were ready.

“They replied with, “Yes, ma’am, I’m ready to go
—send me,”” said Maj. Sherri Sharpe, unit XO.

More than 60 members of the 1-58th Airfield Op-
erations Battalion continue to walk the walk after
being deployed in the Middle East for the past eight
months.

Conducting split-based operations throughout
Kuwait, Iraq and Afghanistan, Sharpe said the unit
is a vital component to both Operation New Dawn
and continuing operations in Operation Enduring
Freedom, providing much-needed air traffic control
and airfield management services in the theater.

“The 1-58th Airfield Operations Battalion is
proud to represent the Fort Rucker community in
this historic time,” she said. “We are proud to help
usher our brothers and sisters in arms out of Iraq,
but above all else, we cannot wait to come home to

“Our Soldiers were responsible for running Lib-
erty Tower and Baghdad Radio in Baghdad; the
Ground Controlled Approach Radar in Taji, Iraq;
Tarin Kowt Tower in Afghanistan; and for the
management of Udairi Army Airfield in Kuwait,”
Sharpe said.

Highlights of the deployment so far include: es-
tablishing a ground controlled approach radio in
Taji; operating Liberty Tower to ensure the safe
completion of more than 30,000 aircraft move-
ments and transport of some 23,000 servicemem-
bers and contractors; operating Baghdad Radio,
which facilitated almost 90,000 safe aircraft move-
ments for American, allied and civilian aircraft; and
the airfield management element working tirelessly
over the last eight months to improve and expand
the airfield support structures and communications
capabilities prior to the reposturing of U.S. forces
into Kuwait, she said.

Currently, the unit is providing contract oversight
and services to numerous Aviation forces under the
77th Theater Aviation Brigade and the 29th Com-
bat Aviation Brigade in support of Operation New
Dawn, Sharpe added.

the friends, Families and local businesses that have
done so much to support us during this last year.

SEE 1-58TH, PAGE A5
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Soldiers from the 1-58th AOB detach radar equipment from a tactical vehicle for
establishment as a semi-permanent structure at Udairi Army Airfield in Kuwait.

Donated golf cart assists disabled veterans

PHOTO BY ERIN MURRAY
Col. Patrick N. Denman, Wilbur Sullivant and Mike Schmitz unveil the custom golf cart donated to the Central
Alabama Veterans Health Care System Wiregrass Community Based Outpatient Clinic. The cart will help mobil-
ity impaired beneficiaries get access to the VA clinic from the Lyster Army Health Clinic parking lot.

By Erin Murray
Army Flier Staff Writer

Disabled and limited mobility veterans
who receive treatment at the Central Ala-
bama Veterans Health Care System Wire-
grass Community Based Outpatient Clinic
on Fort Rucker will receive some extra as-
sistance getting to and from the parking
lot in the form of a deluxe golf cart that
was donated to the clinic last week.

The cart was provided by Mike Schmitz,
mayor of Dothan, after he was contacted
by Wilbur Sullivant, Alabama Disabled
Veteran of the Year, about helping to pro-
vide assistance to the clinic’s many pa-
tients with impaired or decreased mobil-
ity.

“Colonel Sullivant brought me [to
Lyster] and showed me what they needed.
It’s a great thing to be able to do. Because
of [potential] terrorism, they have to close
the doors. That means the veterans have to
walk quite a way to the clinic. After seeing
that, how could | say no? It’s a thrill for

me to help these veterans that deserve this
so much,” said Schmitz.

Col. Patrick N. Denman, commander of
the U.S. Army Aeromedical Center and
Lyster Army Health Clinic, said that Sul-
livant began working on helping impaired
veteran’s access to the clinic in June, with
Schmitz purchasing the cart in August.

Denman said that most entrances to the
clinic remain locked due to potential secu-
rity issues. This means that veterans can
access the second floor clinic after enter-
ing through the front of the LAHC. Lyster
already provides electric scooters for pa-
tients inside the clinic, but there was no
system in place to help get people to and
from their vehicles

“We’ve gone to one entrance only
because of force protection. The veterans
have to go down a very long hallway.
In order to facilitate those with mobility
challenges, we purchased three scooters.
They are not just for veterans, but for other

SEE CART, PAGE A5
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10 tips for safe holiday decorating

By U.S. Consumer Product
Safety Commission
Press release

As the holiday season
approaches, the U.S. Consumer
Product Safety Commission
urges consumers to make safety
a factor in holiday decorating.

Whether it is careful candle
placement or checking the
warning label on the holiday
lights, simple safety steps can
go a long way in preventing
fires and injuries this year.

Annually, during the two
months surrounding the
holiday season, more than
14,000 people are treated in
hospital emergency rooms due
to injuries related to holiday
decorating.

In addition, hundreds of
fires involving Christmas trees
result in an average of 15
deaths and $13 million dollars
in property damage annually.
Candle-related fires lead the
list of hazards, averaging more
than 12,000 a year, resulting in
150 deaths and $393 million in
property damage.

“Holiday decorating-related
fires and injuries most often
involve defective holiday lights,
unattended candles and dried-
out Christmas trees,” said CPSC
Chairman Inez Tenenbaum.
“We are providing this list of 10
simple safety steps to help keep
your holiday home safe.”

Top 10 tips

* When purchasing an artificial
tree, look for the label “Fire
Resistant.”  Although this
label does not mean the
tree won’t catch fire, it does
indicate the tree is more
resistant to catching fire.

* When purchasing a live tree,
check for freshness. A fresh
tree is green, needles are
hard to pull from branches
and do not break when bent
between your fingers. The
bottom of a fresh tree is
sticky with resin, and when
tapped on the ground, the
tree should not lose many
needles.
When setting up a tree at
home, place itaway from heat
sources such as fireplaces,
vents and radiators. Because
heated rooms dry out live
trees rapidly, be sure to
monitor water levels and
keep the stand filled with
water. Place the tree out of
the way of traffic, and do not
block doorways.

¢ Inhomeswithsmall children,
take special care to avoid
sharp, weighted or breakable
decorations, keep trimmings
with small removable parts
out of the reach of children
who could swallow or inhale
small pieces and avoid
trimmings that resemble
candy or food that may tempt
a child to eat them.

Lights

« Indoors or outside, use only
lights that have been tested
for safety by a nationally-
recognizedtestinglaboratory,
such as UL or ETL/ITSNA.

e Check each set of lights,
new or old, for broken or

cracked sockets, frayed
or bare wires, or loose
connections. Throw out

damaged sets. Don’t use
electric lights on a metallic
tree.

e If using an extension cord,
make sure it is rated for the
intended use.

¢ When using lights outdoors,
check labels to be sure the
lights have been certified
for outdoor use and only
plug them into a ground-
fault circuit interrupter
protected receptacle or a
portable GFCI.

Candles

e Keep burning  candles
within sight. Extinguish all
candles before you go to
bed, leave the room or leave
the house.

Keep lighted candles away
from items that can catch
fire and burn easily, such
as trees, other evergreens,
decorations, curtains and
furniture.

Get a free brochure with

more holiday decorating safety
tips at CPSC’s web site www.
Cpsc.gov.
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Anna Fitzgerald,
civilian employee
“Pumpkin pie, it reminds
me of the holidays.”
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Staff Sgt. Zinn Belt,
1st Bn., 31st MPAD

“Fudge.”
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WO1 James Williford,

B Co., 1st Bn., 145th

Avn. Regt.

“Pecan pie, nobake cookies
and banana split cake. It re-
minds me of my grandmother”

‘ ‘ What is your favorite holiday treat? §9

Sgt. Ryan Cheek,
TDY stationed in
Germany
“Pumpkin pie and ginger-
bread”

Sgt. Tell Hunting,
1st Bn., 223rd Avn.
Regt.

“I like cherry pie.”

features:
The Aviation Group

most  significant
of the Army Tactical

Flight Fashions

The Aviation Group is one of the
“descendants”
Mobility
Requirement Board, which was
set up in 1962 to explore new and
intrepid concepts of airmobility.

Inyour travels around Army Aviation
installations in recent years, have

Know Before You Go!

you noticed how Aviators’ fashions
vary from place to place? Some
units favor the sage green flying suit
while others go with the fatigues.
Then there’s the khaki, India orange,
and sister-service blue for those who
prefer the “continental” look.

Probably the last thing you think
aboutbeforeaflightisthe possibility
ofacrash landing or bailout that will
leave you in a survival situation.
Under survival conditions, your
chance for life depends upon your
knowledge, physical ability and

This month in Army Aviation history

This month we’re spotlighting the
December 1965 issue of the U.S.
Army Aviation Digest. This issue

will to survive.

Hong Kong.

STACKED DECK
... and more!

av8-dec65

Santa Learns About Flying

Lieutenant Leber looked at his
watch and grunted. It had stopped
again. The watch was one of those
self-winding jobs and a good one, or
at least it had been a good one when
he bought it several years ago in

Download this issue of the U.S.
Army Aviation Digest at http://bit.ly/

Aviation DIGEST
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Statement of Publication
authorization

The Army Flier is an authorized
publication for members of the
Department of Defense. Contents
of the Army Flier are not necessarily
the official views of, or endorsed by,
the U.S. government, or the Depart-
ment of the Army.

The editorial content of this publi-
cation is the responsibility of the Fort
Rucker Public Affairs Office.

Ten thousand copies are published
weekly by Media General Inc., doing
business as The Dothan Eagle, a
private company in no way con-
nected with the U.S. government
under exclusive contract with the
Department of the Army.

The appearance of advertising in
this publication, including inserts or
supplements, does not constitute

endorsement by the U.S. Army or
Media General Inc. of the products
or services advertised.

Business matters

For business, advertisements, sub-
scriptions or to report printing errors,
contact The Dothan Eagle, 227 N.
Oates St., Dothan, AL 36303 or call
(334) 792-3141.

The Dothan Eagle is responsible
for all printing matters and commer-
cial advertising.

Deadlines are Friday at 2 p.m. for
the following week’s edition.

All editorial content of the Army
Flier is prepared, edited, provided
and approved by the Public Affairs
Office, U.S. Army Aviation Center of
Excellence and Fort Rucker, AL.

Equal Opportunity Statement

Everything advertised in this pub-
lication shall be made available for

purchase, use or patronage without
regard to race, color, religion, sex,
national origin, age, marital status,
physical handicap, political affiliation
or any other non-merit factor of the
purchaser, user or patron.

If a violation or rejection of this
equal opportunity policy by an ad-
vertiser is confirmed, the publisher
shall refuse to print advertising from
that source until the violation is
corrected.

Editorial contacts

Contribute news items or photo-
graphs by contacting the Army Flier,
Public Affairs Office, U.S. Army
Aviation Center of Excellence, Fort
Rucker, AL 36362, or call (334)
255-2028 or 255-1239; calls to other
PAO numbers are not normally
transferable.

If you would like to contact the Army
Flier by e-mail, please contact the
editor at jhughes@armyflier.com.
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Senior non-commissioned officers and commanders serve a Thanksgiving meal to Soldiers at the Warrant Officer Career College consolidated dining facility Nov. 23.

Commanders serve Soldiers Thanksgiving meal

By Nathan Pfau
Army Flier Staff Writer

Soldiers gathered at the Warrant Of-
ficer Career College consolidated din-
ing facility Nov. 23 to have commanders
from various units serve them a Thanks-
giving meal that they might not have had
the opportunity to experience.

Soldiers currently attending Survival
Evade Resist Escape level-C training,
the Noncommissioned Officers Acad-

emy, advanced individual training and
Warrant Officer Career College — some
with and some without Family members
— came out to enjoy the Thanksgiving
meal that was offered, according to Maj.
Jason D. James, B Company, 1st Battal-
ion, 145th Aviation Regiment.

Many of the Soldiers miss the oppor-
tunity to enjoy any type of Thanksgiv-
ing celebration because they’re going
through the various training courses on
post.

“| think it is outstanding that the in-
stallation offers a Thanksgiving [meal]
to Soldiers,” said James. “It is a huge
morale boost to these Soldiers [going
through] training.”

It’s also a way for the commanders of
the various units to interact with the Sol-
diers and give something back to them for
their hard work, said Capt. Troy Pounds,
C Co., 1st Bn., 13th Avn. Regt.

“They work hard for us over the year,”
said Pounds, “It’s our time to give back

and give thanks for what they do for us
every day and | think they get a kick out
of us serving them.”

The meal included turkey, ham, mashed
potatoes and gravy, pies, eggnog and a
variety of other Thanksgiving standards.

Many of the units’ commanders ex-
pressed their gratitude to the Soldiers for
the work that they do.

“Itis truly an honor and pleasure to [be
able to] serve our Soldiers a Thanksgiv-
ing meal,” said James.

Deadlines to mail Christmas News Briefs

packages approaching

By C. Todd Lopez
Army News Service

WASHINGTON — If you want to
send cookies or crocheted underwear
to your Soldier overseas and have it in
his hands before Christmas, the time to
drop it in the mail is now — or at the lat-
est, Dec. 17.

There’s actually a range of deadlines
the Military Postal Service Agency has
established to ensure before-Christmas
delivery of packages and letters to ser-
vicemembers in deployed locations.

To get mail to a service member
by Christmas at APO/FPO/DPO AE
090-092, 094-098, 340, or 962-966, the
latest a package can be sent to arrive on
time is Dec. 17 — that means senders
have to pay for Express Mail. If send-
ers have already got packages ready
and they want to send earlier — and pay
less — they can put them in the mail by
Dec. 10 and pay for either 1st Class or
Priority mail.

Mail to APO/FPO/DPO AE 093
must be sent by Saturday, regardless of
the class of mail service used.

Mail sent to deployed servicemem-
bers is handled almost entirely by com-
mercial contractors — almost. By the
time it reaches what the Army calls “the
last tactical mile,” however, it might
also be handled by Soldiers, Marines,
Sailors or Airmen.

“Once it gets into Afghanistan the
military postal folks will sort it, to get
it out to the different combat outposts,”

said Peter Graeve, with the Military
Postal Service Agency. Getting it out to
the combat outpost, he said, might in-
volve “a military helicopter or a ground
convoy — or whatever access they have
available at that level to get it out to the
furthest reach of the spear.”

Where itused to take weeks or months
to deliver mail to deployed Soldiers, it
now can be done in days, Graeve said.
That’s good for moms, spouses, signifi-
cant others and Soldiers.

“It’s a real morale booster, a touch of
home, if you are sitting out there in a
combat outpost and getting shot at and
you get a card from home,” Graeve

us. /IARMY PHOTO
The deadlines to send mail and packages to deployed Soldiers and have it arrive before Christ-
mas is fast approaching.

said. “A little perfume from your wife
or girlfriend means a lot to a person that
is under a lot of stress out there. Getting
some cookies when you’re used to eat-
ing MREs (meals, ready-to-eat), that’s
a good thing. We try to keep that in
mind when we are processing the mail
out to the folks.”

Those sending mail to overseas loca-
tions should also consider that customs
forms may need to be filled out before
items can be sent.

More information about military
mail and mailing dates can be found at:
http://hqdainet.army.mil/mpsa/

Lost and found

Fort Rucker Police
Investigations recently
found a bicycle and
helmet on post. The of-
fice operates a lost and
found operation and
people are welcomed
to check with investiga-
tions to see if their lost
items have turned up in
the facility.

To check for lost
items or for more infor-
mation, call 255-3239
or 255-2861.

CFC celebration

The Fort Rucker
Combined Federal
Campaign Victory and
Awards Celebration
takes place Dec. 13 at
1 p.m. at the U.S. Army
Aviation Museum. CFC
and Army leadership
will also recognize the
organizations and proj-
ect officers that attained
100 percent or greater
goal completion, and
also CFC Leadership
Givers who gave $1,000
or more. The event is
open to all federal civil
service, postal and mili-
tary members.

For more informa-

tion on the CFC, call
255-9261.

ID card section
closes

The Fort Rucker Mili-
tary Personnel Division
offices, including the ID
card section, will close
at 11 a.m. Dec. 8 for
the unit’s holiday party.
Normal operating hours
will resume Dec. 9.

For more information,

call 255-2484.

Happy birthday
National Guard!

The Fort Rucker Na-
tional Guard Liaison
Team celebrates the
Army National Guard’s
375th birthday during a
cake-cutting ceremony
Dec. 13 at 10:30 a.m. in
the Regimental Confer-
ence Room of the head-
quarters building, Bldg.
101.

No RSVP is required,
and dress is duty uni-
form for military and
business casual for ci-

vilians.  Refreshments
will be served.

For more, call
255-9307.

Local actors perform free C

By Amber Christensen
Above the Best Theater Company

Fort Rucker’s Above the Best Theater Company will per-
form the play “The Best Christmas Pageant Ever” by Bar-
bara Robinson Dec. 9 and 10 at the Spiritual Life Center.

More than 25 local actors will take part in the production,
which is free to the Fort Rucker community. The show will
start at 6 p.m. Dec. 9 and 10 and there will also be a 2 p.m.
matinee Dec. 10. Seating is limited and the doors will open
early.

In this comical Christmas play, a couple struggling to
put on a church Christmas pageant is faced with casting the
Herdman kids — probably the most inventively awful kids
in history. People won’t believe the mayhem — and the fun
- when the Herdmans collide with the traditional Christmas
story head on.

“This isn’t a typical school or church Christmas show,”
said Alan Moore, the show’s director. “This is a full blown

theatrical production. We’re happy to offer the community a
live theater experience for free.”

Above the Best Theater Company decided to perform this
Christmas play last summer after a successful performance
of “The Wiz of The West” at the post theater. That produc-
tion, which featured Fort Rucker children, was part of a
workshop sponsored by the Missoula Children’s Theatre.

“| saw some very talented kids in that production,” said
Moore. “We knew instantly we had to get these young actors
involved in our community theater group. So this Christmas
play is a fantastic story to showcase our child actors.”

More than half of the actors in this play are under age 16.
They have been through a rigorous audition and rehearsal
phase, which began back in September, said Moore. During
rehearsals, the actors were given some acting and singing
lessons to help them prepare, said Debbie Bauer, the show’s
musical director.

“lam just thrilled with the young cast we have assembled,”
said Moore. “They have worked very hard on the show and

nristmas play

they are so excited to perform it. It’s been a huge commit-
ment of time and effort on their part, and we are so proud of
each of them.”

Theater tickets, which typically cost $10 to $20, are not
required to see this show — thanks to the Directorate of Fam-
ily, Morale, Welfare and Recreation and the Fort Rucker
Chaplains Office. The play is funded in part by the Army
Entertainment Division.

“This has truly been acommunity effort to make this show
happen,” said Moore. “We’ve had so much support, espe-
cially from the BOSS program and the post chaplains office,
youth services and DFMWR.”

For more information, call 255-9810. Moore can be
reached at 475-3326. To be added to the theater company’s
email list — send a message with the subject “ADD”
to abovethebesttheater@yahoo.com People can also
follow the group on Facebook by “liking” its page http://
www.facebook.com/#!/pages/Above-the-Best-Theater-
Company/201610506546388.
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Army launches new SHARP
course for IET Soldiers

By T. Anthony Bell
Fort Lee Public Affairs

FORT LEE, Va. — The
Army recently rolled out
an innovative new training
program aimed at all Initial
Entry Training Soldiers.

The new training model,
first tested this past spring
at Fort Lee and Fort Ben-
ning, Ga., is a result of a
collaborative effort between
Headquarters Army G-1
and U.S. Army Training
and Doctrine Command.

The new training model
is part of the SHARP Pro-
gram Office’s efforts to fa-
cilitate cultural change dur-
ing the third of four phases
under the “I A.M. Strong”
campaign launched in 2008
to tackle sexual harassment
and sexual assault issues
through training, awareness
and intervention.

Phase 111 builds upon
Phase Il of the campaign
that sought to prevent sex-
ual harassment and sexual
assault from an ownership
standpoint,  emphasizing
Soldiers’ roles as stakehold-
ers in their own well-being.

“It is our goal to aggres-
sively indoctrinate all new
recruits and first-term Sol-
diers enlisting in the Army
that ‘this is the Army’s
expectation of how Sol-
diers should act in this new
community,”” said Carolyn
Collins, Department of the
Army Sexual Harassment/
Assault Response and Pre-
vention Program Office di-
vision chief.

The new training brings
a synergy of effort for sus-
tained learning, said Col-
lins.

“It really is meant to
change attitudes of behav-
ior and achieve a common
understanding of the way
ahead with a commitment
by the individuals who at-
tend the course,” she said.

The new training goes far
beyond the PowerPoint pre-
sentations of the old “Pre-
vention of Sexual Assault”
instruction, the forerunner
of the current training and
the annual Sexual Assault
Prevention and Response
training. IET Soldiers un-
dergo about 90 minutes of
interactive learning called
Sex Signals and 90 minutes
of instruction presented by
the Basic Officer Leaders
Course, or BOLC-B cadre.
Additionally, the cadre
members attend a separate
training session equal in
length.

Also, cadre members are
provided guides to continue
the discussion beyond the

instructional session. The
cadre does a check on learn-
ing throughout the program
of instruction, which pro-
vides the new leaders an
opportunity to use their
critical  decision-making
skills and model the skill
sets required by leaders to
address this problem.

“Those requirements
represent a change in em-
phasis versus the previous
training, which outlived its
effectiveness,” said Collins.
“It was more risk-reduction
training — travel with your
battle buddy, watch your
drinking, etc. — to assess
your risk to assault and take
action.”

The new training model
is predicated on “How do
we prevent the offend-
ers from offending in the
first place?” said Collins,
“(The idea is to) create a
cultural climate where it is
not conducive for them to

PHOTO BY T. ANTHONY BELL

Kyle Terry and Sharyon Culberson engage the audience at Fort Lee, Va., in one scene that attempts to draw
distinct lines between consensual sex and sexual assault.

operate in our community
and where Soldiers set stan-
dards for conduct and ac-
countability.”

The Basic Officer Lead-
ers Course at the Army Lo-
gistics University was cho-
sen as a pilot because many
of the students will assume
leadership positions upon
graduation and will have
the most pervasive effect in
changing the culture, said
Collins.

Roughly 60 students and
10 cadre members attended
the Sex Signals training
Nov. 16, the week the in-
struction was implemented
Armywide. It seemed to
lack any comparison to the
former training and was
strikingly frank.

“We’reyoung lieutenants,
and we’re going to be deal-
ing with young privates,”
said 2nd Lt. Matthew Vish-
nevsky. “I thought it was
realistic. It uses the kind

of language and kinds of
actions that people our age
use. | thought it was great.”

Sex Signals might be
described as part stand-up
comedy, part skit and part
question-and-answer  ses-
sion. The actors began the
presentation with a rou-
tine fashioned to loosen up
the crowd, using language
more evocative of an MTV
reality show than Army
training.

As the show progressed,
the comedy remained, but
the content became stron-
ger. The actors portrayed
characters in scenes involv-
ing consensual sexual con-
tact and sexual assault. Of-
tentimes, the actors would
stop in the middle of a
scene and solicit responses
from the audience.

“Whatyougetatthatpoint
is the audience interacting
and checking each other,”
said Collins. “They’re say-
ing, “This is what | would
have done differently’ or ‘I
have a question; when did
that become rape?” So it’s
not just the instructors; you
suddenly have the audience
setting the standards of con-
duct. That’s what we’re try-
ing to encourage.”

Second Lt Edward
Poppe said the structure of
the presentation enabled
him to place himself under
some of the same circum-
stances, allowing him to
think through the actions he
might or might not take.

“You can actually see
yourself being put in a situ-
ation like that,” he said.
“And if you see it, you
know what to do to avoid it
for yourself so that you’re

not that guy.”

Poppe said the most criti-
cal lesson he learned dur-
ing the training was that
sexual assault is not typi-
cally a “dark-alley kind of
offense.”

“| learned that it’s an av-
erage Joe kind of thing,” he
said, “and it could happen
to a buddy. | have a better
understanding of what it
is.”

The training is built
around 10 rules, said Col-
lins. “We have scenarios
built around those rules.
(The students are) given a
situation and asked what
rule applies and how they
would handle the situation.
It improves their skill set.”

Collins said improving
skills can help change cul-
ture and changing the cul-
ture can reduce incidents
of sexual harassment and
sexual assault.

“Our campaign goals and
metrics are to bring down
sexual assaults by 75 per-
cent,” she said, “and bring
up the propensity to report
crimes to 90 percent and
then continue down that
path.

“What we’re really try-
ing to do is close the gap
between the actual number
of assaults in the Army and
what is being reported.”

About 6 percent of vic-
tims reported assaults in the
Army within the past year,
said Collins.

“We want to make sure
everyone is comfortable
coming forward and re-
porting the crime,” she
said, “That’s in addition to
getting the care they need
across the board.”
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1-58th: Morale, motivation high throughout deployment
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She said the Fort Rucker Soldiers have
faced many of the same challenges faced
by all servicemembers deployed over the
past 10 years.

“Communications have come a long
way in the last decade, but no amount
of email, Internet access or phone chats
can take the place of holding your loved
ones close or watching your children
grow up,” she said. “But a unit is a like
a Family, and we are there for one an-
other to share the good days and the bad
together.”

Living conditions have greatly im-
proved for deployed troops over the
years and Army Family, Morale, Welfare
and Recreation provides numerous out-
lets for sports, games, and works with the
United Services Organization to bring
entertainment to the troops, Sharpe said.

“So, we take it a day at a time until we
can be home again,” she said.

That philosophy seems to work, as the
unit continues to get the job done while
keeping spirits high.

“Morale and motivation have been
high throughout our deployment,” she
said. “MWR sports, (sporting events)
streaming live, various sporting tourna-
ments and evenings by the grill go a long
way in keeping Soldiers spirits up.”

Sharpe expects that trend to continue
through the upcoming holidays, and
plans to ramp up the entertainment with
the help of the 1-58th AOB Family Read-
iness Group providing a taste of home.

“The USO and MWR have several
concerts lined up over the next few
weeks and lots of units are planning their
own special meals, which our Soldiers
will participate in as well,” she said.
“Our FRG is preparing Christmas stock-
ings for the Soldiers and we plan to deco-
rate our Christmas tree with them over
the Internet at the same time. We are also
preparing a holiday DVD of our adven- |
tures here for our loved ones back home
— a chance to give to those we miss and
to receive a few extra treats as well — a
win-win!”

COURTESY PHOTOS
Members of the Taji Ground Controlled Approach: back row - Staff Sgt. Blake Duncan, Spc. Eric Diaz, Staff Sgt. Jason Clark, Staff Sgt. Harley Martindale, Spc.
James Varner, Spec. Brian Kearney, Spc. Jarod Mills; middle row - Spc. Jan Kongsy, Sgt. Jeremy Bybee, Spc. Joseph Braitsch; front row - Sgt. 1st Class Billy Light
and Staff Sgt. Edna Vargas.

o 8 . ¥ .3 : ;.‘4
Spcs. George Dumas, Jerry Jordan and John Warren, 1-58th AOB Air-
field Management Element, visit the USS George H. W. Bush off the

coast of Kuwait in July where they conducted briefings with naval
squadrons on conducting Aviation operations in Kuwait.
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Lt. Gen. Vincent K. Brooks, U.S. Army Central commanding general, visited Udairi Army
Airfield in Kuwait in September, and also recognized 1-58th AOB Soldiers Sgt. James Pay-
ton and SGT Jerome Williams, for their outstanding support of Aviation units transitioning
through Kuwait.

Cart: ‘It was great to see how excited people were about it’
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beneficiaries with mobility
issues,” said Denman.

“If someone has to park
in the back part of the park-
ing lotand haven’treceived
a handicap parking permit,
it can be overwhelming.
Now, we need to have a
mechanism available to
get them to the front door,”
he said.

The cart, a 2010 stretch
Club Car, seats six riders
comfortably and has many
additional features added
for the comfort and safety
of veterans. These addi-
tions include fans, heat-
ers, rain curtains and fully
functional safety lights.
The cart also features a cus-
tom paint job that features
a patriotic American flag
motif and an eagle in flight
across the cart’s front.

“It was a fun build. It was
great to see how excited
people were about it and to
provide the veterans with
something they really need.
It’s a way to give back. The
people have to take care of
veterans, because they face
challenges that those who
did not serve don’t experi-
ence,” said Ken Jernigan,
parts and services manager
at the company that built
the cart.

Denman explained that
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