COMMANDER’S RETIREE COUNCIL
Fort Rucker, Alabama

The Commander’s Retiree Council held its regularly scheduled meeting on 4 March 2010.
It was the 255th regularly scheduled meeting since the Council was established in 1973.

1. Members present/absent and advisors present were:

MEMBERS (Army Retiree, except as indicated)

PRESENT
CSM James W, Harris
SMS Jean A. Woodruff, USAF

BG Douglas Smith
COL Bob Bunting

COL James E. Hyers 1SG Ken Prier

LTC Carolyn Bost-Pittman SFC Bernett Jergenson

CW4 Bob Cooper SFC Ralph Reed

Mrs Marie Wilkins TSGT Bill Bieber, USAF

EOC Fred Griffin, USN

MEMBERS ABSENT

COL Emil Zimmermann CSM Gene Nelson

LTC Clarence Collins 1SG Frank Ellerkamp
ADVISORS PRESENT

COL Yvette Kelly, Garrison Cdr
COL Yolanda Ruiz-Isales, LAHC Cdr
CSM Dwaine Walters, Garrison CSM
Mr. Mike O’Meara, Commissary

Mrs. Sheryl Lowell, PAO
Mr. Chris Moore, RSO

Ms. Ellen Rutledge, AAFEES
Mr. Tim Laster, DFMWR

Mr. Kyle L. Ford, PAO Mr. Robert Grubbs, VA (Guest)

2. COL Bob Bunting called the meeting to order at 1130.

3. CSM Harris opened the meeting with a prayer.

4. The minutes of the last meeting were approved as written.

5. Old Business - Travel to attend the Retiree Council Meeting as official or unofficial business
to determine lodging rates was discussed. COL Bunting and Mr. Moore will work this issue.

6. New Business - 1SG Prier reported that the DAV are now a part of ACAP transition process
and the DAV are embedded within the VA. Congressman Bobby Bright will speak with the
local DAV Chapter 9. The Chapter is involved in NCO/Soldier of the Quarter recognition
programs and invites the community to join them every 2™ Thursday of the month at the
Enterprise Country Club. CW4 Cooper introduced Mr. Bob Grubbs, the new Coffee County
State VA representative.
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7. Committee Reports:

a. Public Affairs - Ms Lowell discussed the advertisement of the third and fourth World
War II Honor Flights, 17 and 29 April, as well as other public affairs office events.

b. Legislative Affairs - COL Hyers reported that a 21% cut in Medicare and TRICARE
payments to doctors will come 1 March, unless Congress changes current law. Congress seems
to be preparing to act temporarily. Senators have not been able to agree on a long term fix yet.
The latest plan would extend the deadline one month until 1 April to gain more time to win
consensus. House leaders have cleared the way to pass this measure after the Senate does so.
The Consumer Price Index rose 0.4% in January. The index needs to rise by more than 1%
before Retirees would see any COLA increase in FY 2011.

¢. Health Care - COL Ruiz-Isales gave a makeup of the 21% of Retirees served by LAHC.
She also discussed the report that was given at the Military Health Systems Conference. This
report discusses a new cross-national comparisons of health systems. The U.S. ranks lowest in
patient surveys and has greatest inequity for lower-income patients. Despite spending more than
twice as much per capita as other countries do on heath care, the U.S. health care system ranks
lower than several other countries in patients’ perspectives of the safety, efficiency, equity, and
patient centeredness of health care. The U.S. scored well on effectiveness of care, especially
preventive care. However, the U.S. also stands out as having wide and pervasive health care
disparities based on income. She then distributed a news release with this report. The report can
be found at www.health.mil.

d. Community Activity - None

e. Commissary - Mr. O’Meara reported corn beef and cabbage are available for Saint
Patrick's’ Day. Plenty of candy is available and the ham orders are in for Easter, 4 April. The
Commissary will be closed on Easter Sunday. The Dasani water supply is not from an approved
source and Coke is working this issue, therefore, Dasani water is not in stock. A case lot sale
will take place on 21-23 May. EOC Griffin reported an error in the price of canned dog food at
the Commissary that was labeled at 34 cents a can but rang up at the cash register at 64 cents.
This discrepancy was resolved.

f. Retiree Voluntary Support - Open

g. PX - Ms Rutledge reported the Main Store SpringFest sale event begins 17-20 March, in
time for MWR SpringFest at the Festival Fields. Children can have their picture taken with the
Easter Bunny 20 March 1200-1500, at the PX. The Mini Mall Shoppette will have a March
Madness Tent sale 18-19 March.

h. Golf Course - CW4 Cooper reported that the Silver Wings Golf Council meeting was
conducted on 11 February 2010. Revenue is down because of 11 "no play" days with 25” rain in
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December and January. There are 272 members and a new membership drive is in effect with
reduced fees if paid by 1 April 2010.

i. Equestrian Center - 1SG Prier reported that on 13 March there will be an Open Horse
Show starting at 0900 and there are no fees for spectators. Also, there is an Open Horse Show
on 20 March from 0900 the Center. Security has become an issue because someone has turned
horses loose from their stalls. Mr. Laster gave his assurance that these are rare instances.

j- Outdoor Recreation - SFC Jergenson reported lots of phone calls asking about turkey
hunting season. The outdoors are quiet, and pig hunting is not very successful. A change to Fort
Rucker Regulation 215-1, (Procedures for Hunting and Fishing) was discussed and patrons must
now sign out for specific areas so they can be easily reached in an emergency.

k. Bowling Alley - SMS Woodruff reported that she bowled a score of 202 recently and
requested support for the Montgomery women bowling tournament. She pointed out that
bowling centers are good family recreation.

I. RAD - The next RAD is 29 Oct 2010. LTC Bost-Pittman and Mr. Moore will coordinate
RAD as applicable. Mr. Cooper also reported that MOAA is being pursued to provide a guest
speaker for this year's RAD. Although the name is not confirmed, MOAA's support with a
featured speaker is.

9. Advisors’ Comments.

a. Mr. Laster reported that the Easter Brunch will be at The Landing at 1000. On 10 March,
the 22" Annual Travel Extravaganza will have approximately 40 vendors/representatives
represented at The Landing. The 19-20 March Springfest will have national recording artist
Katie Arminger and local bands playing country, blues, and rock-n-roll music free at the festival
fields. Boston butts are back by popular demand at The Landing Zone. Orders need to me made
48 hours in advance. Buitts, ribs and brisket can be ordered everyday with the advanced notice.
Electronic bingo is available at the landing with a matching $10.00 free play only at the landing.

b. COL Kelley stated that the Retiree Council Meeting is one of the best run meetings she
has attended and thanked the Council. COL Kelley also reported on: (1) The AER annual
campaign kickoff and stated Retirees are the greatest contributors to AER. (2) Ground has been
broken for the new chapel that will be completed in 2011, and there will be a 22 March
groundbreaking for the new sports bar. (3) "The budget is tight but we will do the best we can
for the community in presenting the annual July Freedom Fest." (4) Mr. Bob Bridgewater is the
customer service representative that manages the ICE comments. ICE lets her know the
feedback on what customers think about Fort Rucker services.

10. The meeting adjourned at 1230. The next scheduled meeting will be held at The Landing on
1 April 2010 at 1130.
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Approved via-email Approved via-email
BOB BUNTING Gene Nelson

COL, Retired CSM, Retired
Co-Chairman Co-Chairman
Prepared By:

Carolyn Bost-Pittman
LTC, Retired
Secretary

,_,,é/’ MAR 8 0 2010
YVEWAE J. KELLEY
Colorllg, Aviation m

Garrison Commander




