






























































































































From Class 69-2) Army A viation Safety Univ ersity of South ern California 

THE COURAGE 
CALLED ????? 

H OW MANY TIMES have we heard the words, 
"Don't try to exceed your aircraft or your own 

capabilities?" What tempts us to do so, knowing we 
shouldn't? I have a name for this temptation. But 
before I give it to you, let me tell you about an 
experience which had a profound effect on my 
flying career. 

As a newly rated warrant officer, my first assign­
ment was to an airmobile company in the central 
highlands of Vietnam, an assignment I looked for­
ward to because I would be able to use my newly 
acquired skills in combat, the ultimate test. I had 
confidence in my ability, but it was necessary for me 
to earn the respect of others through the proper use 
of my skills. 

About 10 days after arrival, I had completed my 
unit checkout and had been . to a lift pla­
toon. I had already taken my first hit on a routine 
supply mission. Although we heard the shots, none 
of the crew knew we had been hit until a postflight 
inspection revealed the holes in the tail boom. 

I found myself assign d as pilot of a slick for an 
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assault into the region northeast of Dak To, which 
. was to be the staging field. My aircraft commander 
had also just completed flight school prior to com­
ing to Vietnam, but he had been in country about 
45 days. During our briefing, we were told that 
Charlie was expected to be in the LZ, and that . 
we ould expect small arms and automatic weapons 
fire. 

Th timetable was followed, and about 20 min­
utes after liftoff from Dak To, our formation was 
crossing a high ridge before reaching the LZ. Our 
ship was in the third "V" of three's, with five "V's" 
behind us and some Marine CH-34's bringing up the 
rear. 

Our radios silent, we started a gentle descent to 
the LZ with the AC at the controls. We saw no signs 
of enemy activity along our flight path which took 
us down close to the top of a ridge line about 2 min­
utes out of the LZ. 

As we passed directly over the ridge line, it hap­
pened! We heard a single shot from below us. The 
aircraft felt as if it had been hit by a truck. The 
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New intersection takeoff procedures 
Survey teams tailored to help commanders 
Incorrectly computing GCA altitudes 

O N intersection takeoffs: FAA air traffic controllers now have the authority to initiate 
intersection takeoffs or to approve them when requested by the 

pilot. This new procedure was adopted for the purpose of expediting aircraft departures 
and reducing delays. 

The pilot still retains the prerogative to use the full runway length or elect a 
different intersection for any reason, provided he informs the tower of his 
intentions. Tower controllers will provide the measured distance between the intersection 
and the end of the runway on request. Pilots are reminded it is still 
their responsibility to determine that sufficient runway length is available to permit a 
safe takeoff under existing conditions. 

O N aeronautical services surveys: Are you one of those rare birds who has no 
problems as an airfield commander, TOE unit commander or aviation 

staff officer? If so, read no further! These remarks are for those aviation commanders 
and staff officers who do have problems and need solutions. 

USAASO can provide a full spectrum of aeronautical services assistance to 
Army airfields, other commanders and aviation staff officers, world-
wide. If you have equipment problems, equipment experts are available to assist. If 
you have ATC or airspace problems, ATC and airspace experts are 
available. Help is yours for the asking. Whatever your needs are, USAASO can tailor 
a team to investigate your problems and recommend solutions and, in 
most cases, help you implement the solutions. 

O N GCA surveillance approaches: Our field representatives have discovered some 
radar operator confusion regarding the computation of the 

recommended altitudes for each mile on final for surveillance radar approaches. 

TM 11-2557-29, paragraph 725c and the notes adjacent, specifies what altitudes 
are to be used and the method for computing the altitudes. 

The confusion exists primarily at those airfields which use a precision glide path 
other than 3 degrees. Some operators are evidently computing the rate 
of descent for surveillance app·roaches to make it compatible with their p'recision glide 
path angle. THIS IS INCORRECT. Regardless of what precision 
glide path angle is used, the surveillance altitudes should be computed as stated ' in -ihe--
T d, of course, measured from the end of the runway - not from "touchdown." 
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UH-ls Return 
ToSouth Pole 

Antarctic Support Detach ment 
Aids Scientific Exploration 

THE U. S. ARMY Aviation Detachment (Antarc­
tic Support ) from Ft. Eustis, Va., has returned 

to the south polar region to support six major scien­
tific programs in Ellsworth Land. This is the eighth 
consecutive year the helicopters have transported 
scientists in Antarctica. 

This year's major project will be a continuation of 
integrated research by scientists along the coastal 
areas of West Antarctica. Last year the unit was 
engaged in similar operations in Marie Byrd Land 
(see October 1968 AVIATION DIGEST). Included 
in this year's research will be reconnaissance geology 
conducted early in the southern hemisphere's sum­
mer by Texas Technological College. 

University of Wisconsin geologists will make similar 
studies of the Jones Mountains in Thurston Island 
in the Eights Coast area later in the summer. 

Also scheduled are topographic, botanical and 
paleomagnetic surveys of Ellsworth Land. A scientist 
from Chile will make a geological survey of the 
same area. 

Th unit departed for "the ice" in mid-October 
and will return to Ft. Eustis in late February. While 
on the earth's southern-most continent, it is attached 
to the Navy's AIR DEVR ON SIX. 

Members of the Detachment un load one of three 
UH- IDs used for scientific exploration in An­
ta rctica. The hel icopters are flown in by Navy 
C -133 Hercules 






