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In this issue, we focus on the role of Army Aviation in joint-combined arms 
maneuver. Chief of Staff of the Army, General Mark A. Milley reminded us at the 
2016 Association of the United States Army annual conference that our potential 
adversaries have studied our doctrine, tactics, equipment, organization, training, 
and leadership in order to develop their own capabilities to counter our strengths 
and exploit our weaknesses.  We know that current and future conflict will occur 
across multiple domains including space and cyberspace, and that our enemies 
will employ anti-access and area denial (A2AD) techniques to challenge our ability 
to effectively employ combat power. While such a conflict with a near-pear threat 
will challenge our warfighting capability to the fullest, it would be a grave error 
to witness these developments and conclude that the Army and the Joint Force 
will not need and demand that we bring our branch’s unique advantages to the 
combined arms team. Make no mistake—when the nation calls upon the Army, 
Army Aviation will rise to the challenge as an integral part of the joint combined 
arms team. We must be ready to meet any adversary, at any time, at any place, and fight, win, and be ready to 
fight again.

Developing the tools and the collective mindset to accomplish this substantial task requires in-depth examination 
of our branch’s current strengths and capability gaps, and bold leadership to make the necessary changes to 
adapt. I am proud of the thought and work that so many individuals are applying to make our branch and the 
Army better—asking tough questions, seeking critical feedback, and striving to anticipate future challenges. 
Technology offers us many tools, but it is the great work our people are doing that will enable us to win in an 
increasingly complex world.

This issue of Aviation Digest is one way in which we aim to capture and retain the hard-earned lessons from the last 
fifteen years of counter-insurgency (COIN) operations while we rebuild collective proficiency in the decisive action 
(DA) environment.  Our competence to effectively move from COIN to DA across multiple domains is inextricably 
linked to our ability and willingness as Aviation leaders to develop and share innovative solutions. Some of the 
ideas in this issue discuss areas where we need to improve and challenge aviation leaders to develop and share 
innovative solutions. This is a healthy and necessary process for a learning organization—we must never stop 
questioning the ways that Army Aviation can best contribute to the combined arms and joint warfighting teams. 
One of the topics addressed here is Aviation’s role to counter emerging A2AD challenges that we may face. It is 
this type of forward-looking initiative that will enable us to develop solutions for the tough realities that we will 
face as a military. 

Although much of the conjecture about our future adversaries’ capabilities may paint a daunting picture, we are 
fully capable of meeting this challenge, and better equipped to do it by approaching the challenge with our eyes 
wide open. Now and always, leadership matters—through strong leadership and realistic training we can harness 
the hard-won lessons from recent conflicts and set conditions now to overcome the challenges of tomorrow.

Above the Best!

William K. Gayler
Major General, USA 
Commanding
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