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REMEMBERING FAL

Hundreds pay respects
to nation’s fallen

By Nathan Pfau
Army Flier Staff Writer

Since its inception in 1868, borne out of
the Civil War, Memorial Day has served as
a day of remembrance for those who have
made the ultimate sacrifice in service to the
United States, and Fort Rucker is no excep-
tion when it comes to showing honors.

People on the installation and surround-
ing communities came by the hundreds to
pay respects to the nation’s fallen Soldiers
at Veterans Park Friday.

“Today we honor our fallen comrades in
the United States military in the form of re-
membrance, and with it comes a deep sense
of appreciation for their selflessness in pro-
tecting the land of the free, and all they’ve
done to ensure it stays that way,” said Col.
Robert C. Doerer, the U.S. Army Aviation
Center of Excellence chief of staff during
the ceremony. “It’s because of their resolve
that we’re able to enjoy the lives we live
today. The lives we’ve grown accustomed
to here in America, living free from tyranny
and fear.”

Originally dubbed Decoration Day by
General John Logan, national commander
of the Grand Army of the Republic, on May
30, 1868, according to www.usmemorial-
day.org, it wasn’t until 1966 that President
Lyndon Johnson recognized the day as Me-
morial Day officially.

For many the day was meant for a day to
remember Soldiers, and for others it’s a day
to remember the liberation that those Sol-
diers provided and continue to provide.

Lt. Col. Eric Merck, French liaison offi-
cer to USAACE and Fort Rucker, said that

he and his country will never forget the con-
tributions that the U.S. armed forces played
in the liberation of France in World War 1.

“l know in my flesh that France will
never forget,” he said during the ceremony.
“We, the French people, owe you our lib-
erty and we will never forget. The image of
the liberation of France by American G.1.’s
is a part of our collective memory.”

Merck said that the French Republic is
to bestow the Legion of Honor to all liv-
ing World War 1l veterans who fought on
French soil as a means of gratitude in play-
ing their part in the liberation.

“It is the highest honor that France can
bestow upon those who preform remark-
able deeds for France,” said the French liai-
son officer. “You wanted France to be free,
and you fought to liberate France. Is there
any higher deed than yours?

“You were so young, yet you were ready
to sacrifice your young lives for our free-
dom,” he said about the veterans. “You
wrote some of the most gallant pages of
military history, some of you fought under
the worst conditions for almost four years,
and your courage was extraordinary, and for
that we will never forget.”

Merck comes from a long line of mili-
tary service members who fought in both
World Wars, so he said that the sacrifices
that Soldiers have made hits close to home
for him.

“You gave your blood to France and to
the French people,” he said. “Indeed, many
of your veterans never saw France liberated
and they will stay forever in Normandy —
they will stay forever in our hearts.”

For the sacrifices that were made, Doerer

LEN HEROES

r‘.l.';_ AR

PHOTOS BY NATHAN PFAU

Brig. Gen. Michael D. Lundy, USAACE and Fort Rucker commanding general, CW5 Allen R. Godfrey,
chief warrant officer of the Aviation Branch, and Command Sgt. Maj. Eric C. Thom, command sergeant
major of the Aviation Branch, salute after laying a wreath during a Memorial Day ceremony at Veterans

Park Friday.

said it’s a debt that will never be able to be
fully repaid, but people can start by remem-
bering.

“Each and every one of us owes a great
debt to the courageous men and women
who have given their lives to protect us,”
said the USAACE chief of staff. “While
giving back to the extent that they deserve
is impossible, today, as we should everyday,
we merely attempt to repay in the form of
remembrance.”

Charlie Stanhope, military veteran, is
hoping to do just that for his brothers and
sisters in arms.

“I’m proud to have served my country,
and it makes me even prouder to be able
to honor those that came before me and al-
lowed me to have the choice to serve the
country that | love so much,” he said. “I
come from a time when the military wasn’t
appreciated as much as it is now, so to see
the overwhelming support that these people
have for the Soldiers of today and those of
the past is amazing — we’ve come a long
way.”

Sarah Pierce, 8-year-old military Family member,
lays an American flag at one of the monuments at
Veterans Park as her mother, Ingrid, looks on dur-
ing a Memorial Day ceremony Firday.

German liason captain
makes life-saving move

By Sara E. Martin
Army Flier Staff Writer

Soldiers are considered by many to be
heroes for what they do defending the
country, but it was a typical lunch that
caused one Fort Rucker Soldier to be
considered a hero to a local woman.

German officer Capt. Stefan Huebner,
German Army Liaison Staff, was hav-
ing lunch two weeks ago at a Daleville
restaurant when he noticed the woman
behind him was having a hard time
breathing after taking a bite of food.

Something had blocked her airway,
and that is when he stepped in to help
the panicking woman.

“She was with a group of friends who
were trying to help her, but they didn’t
know what to do,” he said. “That’s when
I just stood up and | gave her one or two
firm slaps on the back to help dislodge
what was in her throat, hoping | would
clear her airway.”

But, unfortunately, it did not work.

“That is when I tried the Heimlich
Maneuver a couple of times. At a cer-
tain point she wasn’t looking too happy,
but after a few more tries she was able
to (cough up) a pea or a bean, which
was what was blocking her airway,” he
said.

A few people called 911, and soon an
ambulance arrived to make sure the vic-
tim was alright. After that, Huebner said
he finished his lunch and went back to
work.

“Before | left, I checked on her and
apologized for slapping her back,” he
said. “l asked if I had hurt her. She said
I saved her life and just thanked me. |
was just happy to help.”

Brig. Gen. Michael D. Lundy, U.S.
Army Aviation Center of Excellence
and Fort Rucker commanding general,
gave one of his coins to Huebner in the
general’s office Friday as thanks for his
instant action and for doing the right
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Brig. Gen. Michael D. Lundy, U.S. Army
Aviation Center of Excellence and Fort Rucker
commanding general, thanks German officer
Capt. Stefan Huebner, German Army Liaison
Staff, Friday for his possible life-saving actions
in Daleville recently.

thing.

“What you did was outstanding. You
did a really great thing,” said Lundy.

“I am flattered that the general want-
ed to recognize me today because | only
did what anyone else would do,” said
the German officer. “Fort Rucker is now
my home. | hope to stay as long as pos-
sible because | love the area and the
people. Working with the joint forces
has been amazing.”

German  Sgt. Maj.  Mohamed
Boouhloui was at lunch with Huebner
when the incident occurred.

“It was great to see him immediately
act to do the right thing. Everyday hero-
ism like that is what makes the world a
better place,” he said. “We all need to
look after each other, and that’s what he
did.

“You can choose to not get involved
or you choose to follow your natural in-
stinct, which is to help,” he continued.
“It didn’t matter that he didn’t know her
or that he is German. We are all of the
human race and we need to look out for
one another.”

UAGATION BIBLE SCHOOL

Children learn through bhands-on experiences

By Nathan Pfau
Army Flier Staff Writer

Learning through interaction is the focus
of Fort Rucker’s Vacation Bible School, as
children will learn through hands-on ex-
periences to create lasting memories.

This year’s VBS will run June 9-13
from 8:30-11:30 a.m. at the Spiritual Life
Center, with the theme, “Covenant Adven-
ture — God calls his people,” said Nancy
Jankoski, Fort Rucker Religious Support
Office director of religious education.

Each day during the event will cover
a different lesson that will offer children
experiences to learn about the Bible. Al-
though different faith groups have differ-
ent lessons they learn, Jankoski said that
Fort Rucker’s VBS will focus on what
makes the faith groups similar, rather than
what sets them apart.

“We’re using a multiplicity of faith
groups,” she said. “All of the groups that

are involved in Vacation Bible School will
have a Christian base, such as Catholic,
Protestant, Latter-day Saints, Evangeli-
cal Pentecostals, and more, which will all
cooperate together on this annual event.
Instead of zeroing in on the things that the
various faith groups differ on, we’re going
to focus on what do all people who believe
in Christ have in common.”

Throughout the week, children will take
part in events based on different covenants
throughout the Bible.

June 9 will be Noah’s covenant, where
children will learn about how God spares
a Family and renews the world; June 10
will be Abraham’s covenant, where God
works with one man to bless all mankind;
June 11 will be Moses’ covenant, where
children will learn about when God gave
people good rules to live by; June 12 will
be David’s covenant, where God will

SEE VBS, PAGE A6
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LaMaray Moultrie, VBS student, saws a piece of wood to create a dradle as his friend Alex Villa
watches during last year’s Vacation Bible School at the Spiritual Life Genter. This year’s VBS will be

June 9-13.
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Philippine Scouts exemplify honor

By Capt. Madonna McPhaul
171st Infantry Brigade

FORT JACKSON, S.C. — “Stand aside,
the Scouts are coming.”

Retired Col. John Olson said that these
simple words from a poem written by an
American officer in a Japanese prisoner-of
-war camp shortly after the fall of Bataan re-
flect a sincere and respectful tribute to some
of the finest Soldiers ever to serve our ranks.

However, the history of the Philippine
Scouts is not as popular as the battles they
fought in, such as that of the Bataan Death
March. The Bataan Death March was the
forcible transfer of more than 80,000 Ameri-
can and Filipino prisoners of war after the
World War |1 Battle of Bataan in the Philip-
pines in 1942.

Of the more than 80,000 POWs, it was
estimated that 54,000 were Filipinos. The
transfer was difficult to manage because of
the overwhelming amount of POWs. Food,
water and other supplies ran very low if they
were available at all.

There were only three options during the
march: march, be beaten or die. The condi-
tions were so horrid that many succumbed to
their fatigue and died. The death toll averaged
50 a day and many men were buried in shal-
low graves, piled body on top of body.

The march cemented the legendary bond
between Filipinos and Americans, for if a
man fell, it was certain he would die unless
another picked him up and supported him.
Food was so scarce that the prisoners ate ev-

erything they found along the way, such as
locusts. The tropical rains healed a little bit of
the dehydration, but there was just no way to
escape the heat and humidity.

Among those who survived the approxi-
mate 70-mile march from Bataan to Camp
O’Donnell were the Philippine Scouts. The
Scouts were organized in 1901 during the
early American occupation of the Philippine
Islands. One of the units was the 57th Infantry
Regiment. The 57th was charged with hold-
ing the line on both sides of the only major
road into the peninsula. The 57th withstood
the attack of the best elements of the Japanese
Army during the Battle of Abucay in WWII
— it stopped the enemy’s attempt to penetrate
the city.

Though successful, the enemy shifted west-
ward and into the jungle-covered mountains,
finally outflanking the Scouts. Even when
the order came to surrender April 9, 1942,
the Scouts units were still fighting and were
determined to carry on. Many Scouts who
were able to escape the enemy and the Death
March reformed into guerrilla bands, continu-
ing their fight and providing vital intelligence
to Gen. Douglas MacArthur’s headquarters.

Of the thousands who fought side-by-side
with the 57th Infantry Regiment and survived
the grueling conditions of the Death March,
one man stands out the most to me — Silvestre
Candelario Ares.

He was born Jan. 1, 1919, in Umingan
Pangasinan, a small agricultural town in the
Philippines. Ares was the only son of a farm-
er, and dreamed of writing books and visit-

ing foreign lands. Early in his life, he came
to understand that education could take him
to places his friends would only read about.
He walked for miles to be in school every day
and never wavered in his commitment.

At the age of 20, Ares volunteered to fight
in the war as many other young Soldiers do
today. He joined L Company, 57th Infantry
Regiment as a rifleman and was later reas-
signed to be a motor transport operator.

Reading about the atrocities of the death
march, someone today might find it difficult
to imagine how he survived. His stories were
not of solemn memories, but of courage and,
of course, laughter. His American comrades
kept him alive during the march with painted
mental pictures of a place called America and
of an opportunity called the American Dream.
And, of course, his longing for a love yet un-
realized named Teodora Sinuto made it worth
living. Sixty-five years later, he confessed that
it was all worth it.

During his capture, Ares found himself vol-
unteering as a cook. Quite the innovative pris-
oner, he said you couldn’t go hungry if you
prepared the food. He prepared meals mixed
with any greens found on the pathway, the oc-
casional catfish and mudfish, and on his lucky
days he cooked porridge with a little shovel.
Most of the food was served to the guards and
scraps to the prisoners. He recalled that hun-
ger, thirst and fatigue caused a lot of men to
fall back, finding them at the end of a bayo-
net.

The rain quenched the prisoners’ thirst, but
filled their shoes with water, causing blisters

and added agony. Ares recalled passing by
piles of dead prisoners. He vividly remem-
bered waking up in the pile himself. He was
stripped of clothing as many of the others
were. His clothes and shoes were handed to
others on the march who needed them. To his
amazement, he was not shot nor stabbed.

Apparently, he passed out from his ailments
and was thought to be dead. He climbed over
the pile and, when it seemed safe, took the op-
portunity and ran for the woods. He ran and
hid for miles until finally coming upon a small
hut or field house where he was aided by a
Family. This experience should have been
enough to deter him from returning, however,
he returned back to the ranks, a true display of
resilience and fortitude.

He has been quite an important person to
me. As you may have guessed, Silvestre Ares
is my grandfather. His will to survive and ex-
cel became a theme in his lifetime. He earned
multiple degrees in business and education,
and, at the age of 54, he earned a law degree.
His service later earned him the Bronze Star
with one oak leaf cluster. His stories inspired
four of his five children to serve in the Navy
and Air Force — four of 15 grandchildren to
serve in the Navy, Air Force, and Marine
Corps, and me to serve in the Army.

I was inspired by his stories, the laughter
when he reminisced, his unwavering resil-
iency to move forward, the lifelong friends he
has made and his legacy. You see, legacy sto-
ries are not the ones we remember, but those
by which we will be remembered. They are
defining moments that inform and inspire.

This month we’re spotlighting the
May 1966 issue of the U.S. Army
Aviation Digest. This issue features:

On A Long Wide Base for 09

Lieutenant Clyde Navace hurried
out to the airfield in the late after-
noon of a cold winter day. The place:
Godman Army Airfield, Fort Knox,
Ky. The mission: a passenger haul in
an O-1A to Simmons Army Airfield,
Fort Bragg, N.C., RON, and return
the following the day.

Homeliness — A Thing Called Otter
Of the many Aviation units operat-
ing in Vietnam, probably least publi-

cized are the Otter units. The U-1A
Otter, the Army’s single engine light
transport aircraft, was rapidly ap-
proaching obsolescence in favor of
the newer and bigger CV-2 Caribou.
However, the conflict in Vietnam
gave the old girl a chance to prove
that she was by no means finished.

Huey-Cobra

The Army plans to buy Bell Heli-
copter Company’s Huey-Cobras to
replace some of the UH-1B helicop-
ters now used in armed support mis-
sions. Designed primarily to protect
slower moving troop carriers from
ground fire, the Huey-Cobra is much

This month in Army Aviation history

faster than present armed helicopters
and has a lot more firepower.

Make the Most of Maintenance

The sweetest words a good heli-
copter mechanic can hear are “It flies
as smooth as silk.” Wherever these
mechanics are stationed they knock
their brains out trying to figure out
ways to keep their aircraft flying
smoothly.

... and more.
Download this issue of the U.S.

Army Aviation Digest at http://bit.ly/
av8-may66.
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‘ ‘Family interaction can be sparse in the age of social
media and instant messaging. What tips would you
suggest to help Families step away from technology

for a while and increase personal interaction? §9

By

WO1 Brendan Slaney,
B Co., 1st Bn.,
145th Avn. Regt.

“I would set aside a time at dinner
as much as possible where technol-
ogy is not allowed. Whether it be
every night or once a week, don’t
permit technology at the table and
commit to talking to each other”
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Patty Distasio, CW4 Jared Thompson, Capt. David Mack, CW2 Donovan Fraser,
Army spouse HHC, 2nd Bn., 501st A Co., 1st Bn., B Troop, 466th Area
“If possible have a set time during Aviation Regt, 145th Avn. Regt' Medical C().,
the day where everyone plays or Fort BliSS, Texas. “Limiting the time allowed on any Fort Drum, N.Y.

interacts together. Each day you can
do something different”

“Just make the commitment as
a Family to go do things together
where being on a phone is not real-
ly conducive to what you are doing.
Go to the beach or a park or a lake.
Do something outdoors that does
not involve technology at all”

device is a good idea.Taking it away
is not the answer, but limiting time
using technology is good — even
for older children.”

“Get them outside by playing with
them. Don’t just tell them to go out-
side, set the example first and prac-
tice what you preach.”
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Soldier strives to inspire others

By Sara E. Martin
Army Flier Staff Writer

Before the sun stretches its
rays over the horizon each morn-
ing, more than 160 students at the
NCO Academy are lined up ready
to take on the day.

Students look to their instruc-
tors, also known as small group
leaders, to lead them down the
road to success and help them be-
come better leaders.

And one SGL feels there is no
better way to be an elite NCO
than to instruct and teach other
NCOs.

He aspires to be the leader he
always wished to see in his units
across the U.S., the one that oth-
ers always aimed to be to make
the NCO Corps a stronger and
more professional force.

“I hope I can make an impres-
sion on them where they might
think, ‘I had that great instructor
at the Senior Leaders Course, and
he really helped me out. | want
to be a great leader like him for
those who are under my leader-
ship,’” said Sgt. 1st Class Michael
Holmes, NCO Academy Senior
Leaders Course instructor for the
career maintenance field.

He feels it is an honor to work
at the academy because he not
only loves the work he does, but
he “truly” believes in the NCO
Corps.

“That is where the rubber meets
the road, and the academy is what
makes or breaks a future leader.
It’s great to guide other Soldiers
to success,” he said.

His course consists of staff ser-
geants and sergeants first class,
and he has anywhere between 16
and 20 students — all maintainer

NCOs from Kiowa Warriors,
Apaches, Black Hawks, Chinooks
and the Gray Eagle unmanned air-
craft system — each cycle, which
lasts for six weeks.

His primary mission is to teach
and show his students the proper
and most successful way to lead
from the front, and instructs them
on everything from leadership to
the Army Body Composition Pro-
gram.

Helping cultivate the next gen-
eration of elite NCOs, Holmes
said he has to show and facilitate
to his students what right looks
like, answer any questions they
might have concerning their pro-
fession, guide them towards the
standards and demonstrate the
standards so they will uphold
the standards once they leave his
classroom.

“Coming through my course
is a Soldier’s next progression
in their careers,” he said. “It is a
stepping stone where once they
complete the course they are that
much more knowledgeable, have
that many more tools that they can
use to ensure that the future of the
Army maintains it high standards
and possibly even raises the stan-
dards.”

This class is more than just an
Army requirement for Holmes,
it is a gateway for NCOs and the
Army to know that those who
pass the course are ready for the
next step the military might have
in store for them.

“The classes | teach prepare
Soldiers to be looked at for a mas-
ter sergeant position,” he said.
“Through my class, the Army
will get the information it needs
on these Soldiers — if they are
ready or if they need more train-
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Sgt. 1st Class Michael Holmes, NGO Academy Senior Leaders Course instructor for the career maintenance field, leads a class

discussion May 22 at the NCO Academy.

ing before they are put in the front
to lead.

“That is a big deal because we
don’t just check blocks here at the
academy — we look at the Soldier
as a whole. From not only know-
ing what a manual says, but how
to lead it in all its minute details,”
he continued.

Soldiers cannot just wake up
and show up to his class, they
have to be prepared mentally
every day. That goes for Homes,
too.

“As their instructor, 1 am the
one who they come to when they
have questions, and | am the one
who they look up to during that
time for guidance,” he said. “If |
am not on my A Game every day
I will falter, and if | falter it might

cause them to falter, and then it
becomes a domino effect around
the class.”

In the SLC maintainer class-
room, Holmes is more of a facili-
tator, not a droning lecturer.

“l want the class to be relevant
and realistic for them. So, | have
the students talk in discussions to
relay their experiences, that way
they don’t only learn from me
but they learn from their battle
buddies,” he said. “That type of
learning is more conducive to
what the Army encourages dur-
ing everyday training. It’s a great
way to learn because each one
has different experiences than |
do, and the classroom ends up be-
ing a revolving door.”

Helping develop NCOs that

will reinforce the powerhouse that
is the Army, Holmes said that be-
ing around other top notch NCOs
is the best thing about his job.

“There is nothing like a school
full of NCOs. We all have the
same mindset, and everyone is
out to better themselves, learn
and be the best Soldier they can
be,” he said. “The students don’t
only come to the academy with
questions — they come with an-
swers, too.

“And with Aviation being so
small, there is a good chance that
I will work with some of my stu-
dents down the road. So, I want to
make sure they are good enough
to be in my unit, and | want to
make sure | am good enough to
be in theirs,” he added.

Child passenger safety certification available

By Nathan Pfau
Army Flier Staff Writer

Although the National Highway Traffic
Safety Administration reports that high-
way deaths over the past five years remain
at historic lows, Fort Rucker doesn’t slow
down its efforts in traffic safety, especially
when children are involved.

That’s why the installation is provid-
ing the opportunity for people to become
nationally certified child passenger safety
technicians through a course that will be of-
fered Tuesday-June 5 from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.
in the Police Training building, Bldg. 7213
on Dustoff Ave., said Peggy Contreras, Fort
Rucker Community Police supervisor.

“This class will provide the proper tech-
niques that people need to correctly put
child safety seats in cars, and make sure
they are properly fit and secure in the event

of an accident,” she said. “It’s a full three-
day course and there is a lot to learn.”

Throughout the course, participants will
take part in a variety of activities, includ-
ing child safety seat checks where parents
and caregivers will receive education and
hands-on assistance on how to properly use
child restraint systems and seat belts, ac-
cording to www.cpsalabama.org.

“Different types of vehicles have differ-
ent types of seat belts and locking mecha-
nisms, so people will learn all of the differ-
ent techniques for the different vehicles,”
said Contreras. “It seems obvious enough
to be able to put a child seat in a car, but
if the child’s seat is not properly latched, it
can do more harm than good.”

Contreras said that people should make
sure that the child’s seat is securely locked
so that it’s not moving around while the ve-
hicle is under operation.

“Often times you hear about car acci-
dents that were absolutely horrific, but a
child was found safe in the car because he
or she was properly strapped into their car
seat,” she said. “The bottom line is they
save lives.”

Participants will also learn about crash
dynamics, injury prevention strategies,
child restraint selection, and installation
and vehicle occupant protection through a
combination of hands-on activities, lectures
and discussions, according to the CPS web-
site.

Those who are interested must be ac-
tively involved throughout the course and
must be able to dedicate the full three days
to the course. Certification is provided on a
pass-or-fail basis and is not awarded based
on attendance alone.

“Normally this course is for law enforce-
ment officers, but this class will be free

and open to the public, so if any parents
or organizations want to come and take
part, they are more than welcome,” said
Contreras. “If anyone is involved with any
type of children’s activities or they have
children that they spend a lot of time with
or are transporting, then they should come
and learn how to properly operate the child
safety seats.”

The lessons learned throughout the course
could potentially save a life, and can also be
passed on to Family members, friends and
community members, added the commu-
nity police supervisor.

People should dress comfortably for the
classes, as they will be climbing in and out
of vehicles during demonstrations.

For more information, call 255-3273. To
sign up, visit www.cpsalabama.org/register.
htm and choose the Fort Rucker certifica-
tion class from the drop menu.

News Briefs

Heritage month

Fort Rucker continues its Asian American/Pacific Islander Heritage
Month celebration with a luncheon at The Landing Friday from 11:30
a.m. to 1 p.m. that features a guest speaker, themed displays and en-
tertainment.

‘Maleficent’ to Debut at post theater

On the same day as its U.S. release, the Army and Air Force Ex-
change Service has teamed up with Disney to provide Soldiers and
Families the opportunity to see “Maleficent.” Friday, the Fort Rucker
Reel Time Theater will begin showing the PG-rated science fiction/
fantasy movie. “Maleficent” explores the untold story of Disney’s
most iconic villain from the classic “Sleeping Beauty,” and the ele-
ments of her betrayal that ultimately turn her pure heart to stone.

Show times for “Maleficent” and all other showings at the Rucker
Reel Time Theater are available at www.shopmyexchange.com.

SOAR briefings

The 160th Special Operations Aviation Regiment (Airborne) Night
Stalkers will hold recruiting briefings for officers and warrant officers
Tuesday and Wednesday from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. in Bldg. 5700, Rm.
371A. The briefings will cover all aspects of the regiment and there
will be an open forum for questions afterwards. Family members are
welcomed to attend.

For more information, call 270-889-8653 or 270-304-9342, or send
an email to recruiters@soar.army.mil.

Siren test

The Installation Operations Center conducts a test of the emergency
mass notification system the first Wednesday of each month at 11 a.m.
At that time people will hear the siren over the giant voice. No actions
are required.

Retiree council meetings

The Fort Rucker Installation Retiree Council meets the first Thurs-
day of each month in The Landing at 11:30 a.m. The meeting is an
open forum and all retirees are invited to attend.

Farmers market
The commissary, exchange, and Directorate of Family, Morale,

Welfare and Recreation will partner to host a Farmers Market June 6-8
in the commissary parking lot area. The event will feature discounted
prices, and fitness events and demonstrations. The main events will
take place June 6, including fitness demonstrations, face painting,
jump roping and bowling. Additionally, commissary staff will grill up
healthy vegetables for people to sample.

Free ‘Transformers’ screening

The post theater offers a free advance screening of “Transformers:
Age of Extinction” June 21 at 2 p.m. Tickets can be picked up at the
Fort Rucker Main Exchange Food Court for the not-rated film.

Marriage 101

Marriage 101, a premarital seminar and training, will be held on
the second and fourth Tuesdays and Wednesdays of each month from
1:30-4:30 p.m. at the Spiritual Life Center, Bldg. 8939. Marriage 101 is
mandatory for those wishing to get married at Fort Rucker, according
to Chaplain (Capt.) Troy D. Allan.

For more information, call 255-3447 or 255-3903.

Vacation Bible School

The Fort Rucker Chaplaincy will host its week-long Vacation Bible
School for children in preschool (if accompanied by parent or guard-
ian) through sixth grade June 9-13 from 8:30-11:30 a.m. at the Spiritual
Life Center, Bldg. 8939. The theme will be “Covenant Adventure -
God Calls His People.” The event will feature Bible lessons, crafts,
music, recreation, snacks and daily celebrations, according to chapel
officials who added that this is an opportunity for children to focus for
a week on learning about the Bible, and also developing close friends
within the chapel while having a great time. Additionally, chapel offi-
cials said VBS is an opportunity for teens and adults to provide service
to the chapel through assistance with the program.

To register, volunteer or get more information, call the religious
education center at 255-3946 or 255-2989.

Opportunity knocks

The following internal positions are available on Fort Ruck-
er: Interdisciplinary, GS-0401/0819/1301/1320-11, Vacancy No.
SCEG140078811104867, with the Directorate of Public Works, with
a closing date of Monday; Training Instructor, GS-1712-11, Vacancy

No. SCEG140444031004101, with Training and Doctrine Command,
with a closing date of Tuesday; Administrative Support Assistant
(OA), GS-0303-05, Vacancy No. SCEG140397471125258, with Army
Medical Command, with a closing date of Tuesday; Diet Technician,
GS-0640-07, Vacancy No. SCEG142807201116913, with MEDCOM,
with a closing date of Wednesday; Program Analyst, GS-0343-07/11,
Vacancy No. SCEG140496331061562, with TRADOC, with a clos-
ing date of June 5; Supervisory Accountant, GS-0510-13, Vacancy
No. SCEG1405615311077951, with TRADOC, with a closing date of
June 6; Human Resources Specialist (Classification/Recruitment), GS-
0201-11, Vacancy No. SCEG140726301125513, with the Office of the
Chief of Staff of the Army, with a closing date of June 6; Physician
Assistant, GS-0603-12, Vacancy No. SCEG140074841119440, with
MEDCOM, with a closing date of June 6; Program Support Assistant
(OA), GS-0303-05, Vacancy No. SCEG140264881116081, with Fort
Rucker garrison, with a closing date of June 6; Contact Representa-
tive (OA), GS-0962-05, Vacancy No. SCEG140108171125910, with
MEDCOM, with a closing date of June 9; Contact Representative
(OA), GS-0962-05, Vacancy No. SCEG14007471121503, with MED-
COM, with a closing date of June 9; and Interdisciplinary, GS-0401
/0819/1301/1320-11, Vacancy No. SCEG140078811106932D, with
Fort Rucker garrison, with a closing date of June 19.
For more, check out www.usajobs.gov.

Command team change

The 1st Battalion, 13th Aviation Regiment will host a change of
command and change of responsibility ceremony June 13 at 8:30 a.m.
at Howze Field — in case of inclement weather, the ceremony will take
place in the U.S. Army Aviation Museum. Lt. Col. Romeo R. Macal-
intal Jr. will assume command from Lt. Col. Steven M. Pierce, and
Command Sgt. Maj. Ronald K. Graves will assume responsibility from
Command Sgt. Maj. Jason J. Palfreeman.

Thrift shop

The Fort Rucker Thrift Shop is open Wednesdays-Fridays from 10
a.m. to 2 p.m. The thrift shop needs people’s unwanted items. People
can drop off donations at any time in the shed behind the shop (former
Armed Forces Bank building) located in front of the theater next door
to the bowling alley. Donations are tax deductible.

For more information, call 255-9595.
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By U.S. Army
Office of the Chief of
Public Affairs

WASHINGTON — The
Department of Defense
notified Congress Friday
of the U.S. Army and U.S.
Special Operations Com-
mand plan to eliminate gen-
der restrictions within pre-
viously closed units of the
U.S. Army Special Opera-
tions Aviation Command.

This action involves
about 1,300 positions.

Inthe January 2013 mem-
orandum rescinding the
1994 Direct Ground Com-
bat Definition and Assign-
ment Rule, the Secretary of
the Defense and chairman
of the Joint Chiefs of Staff
directed the services, and
U.S. Army and U.S. Spe-
cial Operations Command,
to work together in a delib-
erate, measured and respon-
sible way to assign women
to closed positions.

Advancing this effort, the
Secretary of the Army, and
commanders of U.S. Army

and U.S. Special Operations
Command forwarded to the
Secretary of Defense a rec-
ommendation that expands
opportunities for women to
serve in all four battalions
of the 160th Special Opera-
tions Aviation Regiment.

“Given the joint nature of
special operations, USSO-
COM will synchronize our
efforts with each service
while observing the joint
chiefs” guiding principles
to preserve unit readiness,
cohesion and morale,” said
Maj. Gen. Christopher
Haas, director for Force
Management and Develop-
mentat U.S. Army and U.S.
Special Operations Com-
mand.

Once the congressional
notification  process  is
complete, changes will be
implemented through a
deliberate and incremental
process. Female officers
and non-commissioned
officers will be assigned to
each unit previously closed
to women, followed by
female enlisted Soldiers.

DOD officials notified
Congress of the intent to
open the following posi-
tions in the U.S. Army Spe-
cial Operations Aviation
Command: 15B, 15D, 15F,
15G, 15H, 15J, 15K, 15N,
15P, 157, 25A, 25B, 25U,
27D, 29E, 35D, 35F, 35G,
35L, 35N, 35X, 36A, 36B,
42A, 42B, 42H, 56A, 56M,
61N, 65D, 68W, 74A, 74D,
88N, 89B, 90A, 91B, 91C,
91D, 91E, 91J, 91X, 92A,
92F, 92R, 92V, 94E, 94R,
94W, 151A, 255A, 350F,
351L, 915A, 920A and
948B.
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Now it’s our turn to serve you.

Whether you're in the field or at home, managing your money is easy with
our Military Checking Accounts'. We appreciate your service, and we'll
provide you with the best products and services to suit your needs.

CB&STT

COMMUNITY BANK AND TRUST

a division of SYNOVUS BANK

MEMBER FDIC

cbt-alabama.com
334-347-0081

1 For active duty, retired, and reserved military
personnel including Department of Defense (DOD)
civilians. All accounts are subject to approval.

Community Bank & Trust of Southeast Alabama is a division of Synovus Bank. Synovus Bank, Member
FDIC, is chartered in the state of Georgia and operates under multiple trade names across the Southeast.
Divisions of Synovus Bank are not separately FDIC-insured banks. The FDIC coverage extended to deposit
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Stay Here! Play Here!
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Enterprise Medical Clinic thanks Ft. Rucker.
We are proud to serve those who serve all of us.
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Jamie M. Bludsworth
DO/Internal Medicine

Christopher D. Hargett
DO/Neurosurgery

Rube R. Hundley
MD/Urology, Andrology

R. Daniel Whitaker
MD/ Pediatrics

Maria C. Sucgang
MD/ Pediatrics

G. Alan Young
MD/Internal Medicine,
Occupational Medicine,
Workmen’s Comp

Phone: (334) 347-3404
Fax: (334) 393-0613
www.samc.org/EMC

101 Professional Lane
Enterprise, Alabama 36330

Pediatric line: (334) 393-PEDS (7337)
Pediatric fax: (334) 393-7353

We welcome you as our patient and appreciate the
opportunity to meet your healthcare needs. Please do
not hesitate to call for an appointment or more
information. We offer convenient office hours and

a full range of professional services.

Southeast Alabama
Medical Center

Enterprise o
Medical Clinic | [utc

William E. Reynolds, Jr.
MD/Internal Medicine

Misty Michelle Parker
MD/Pediatrics

Montgomery C. Peden
MD/Internal Medicine

Valerie Cobb
CRNP/ Internal Medicine

Wyndi Strength
DNP/ Pediatrics

Lucie Wiggins
CRNP/ Internal Medicine

A JCAHO Accredited Facility
affiliate of Southeast
Alabama Medical Center

Like us: ﬂ
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VBS: Youth experience history firsthand

Continued from Page A1

provide a leader for His people; and June
13 will be the New covenant, when they
learn that Jesus is God’s promised savior.

The events that children will take part in
are meant to have them utilize all five of
their senses, because Jankoski said that’s
the best way to get them to learn and have
a good time.

“We want them to learn by actually put-
ting themselves in the story,” she said.
“You use all five senses that God gave you
— you smell things, you taste things, you
touch things, you see things and you hear
things, and that’s how we want our chil-
dren to learn. That way they can create a
lasting memory.”

The children will have the opportunity to
bake bread straight out of biblical times in
a bakery, and build toys, such as boats and

wooden sheep at the carpentry station, all
under expert adult supervision.

Although the focus is on learning through
fun and interaction, the main focus is on
the safety of the children, said the director.

One of the main events throughout VBS
will be during the Moses covenant, where
children will actually be able to take part
in and experience the parting of the Red
Sea. There will be an event set up where
children will learn about Moses and how
he freed his people from the tyranny of the
Egyptians.

They will experience the parting of the
sea and get to walk through the waves, all
while being pursued by the Egyptian army.
The army won’t be as fortunate to make it
through the Red Sea, however, as volun-
teers will be on standby to make sure the
waves “come crashing down” on the Egyp-
tian army, simulated with water hoses and
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squirt guns.

In addition to the parting of the Red Sea,
children will be able to participate in a He-
brew writing class, where they can learn
to write their name; a Bible story camp,
where they can experience Bible stories
under simulated stars; a musical instrument
shop, where children can learn about the
musical instruments of the time; and even
a Bible-time beauty salon, where girls can
learn about make up of the times and boys
can learn how to shave.

“It’s all about learning through interac-
tion,” said Jankoski. “We want them to use
all of their senses to learn, not to learn the
way | did growing up — through worksheets
and reading.”

There will be too many events for one
child to experience them all, and that’s the
goal, said the director.

“We would rather have the children not

be able to experience absolutely everything
than have them not experience enough,”
she said.

Parents can sign their children up early
or on the days of the event, as long as there
is room, said Jankoski. The age groups
range from Kkindergarten through sixth
grade, and will be based on the child’s fall
2014 grade. There is also an option for par-
ents with preschool-age or special-needs
children to go through the program with
their children.

“We don’t want to turn anyone away, so
even if we have to put a child in a different
age group just so they can experience the
program, we’ll do that,” she said. “As long
as we have the room, we’ll try to get you
in here.”

For more information, to register or vol-
unteer, call 255-3946, or visit the religious
education center.
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U.S., Austrian armies train together

By Sgt. Bethany McMeans
131st Mobile Public Affairs Detachment

HOHENFELS, Germany — U.S. and Aus-
trian Soldiers jumped out of Army UH-60
Black Hawks and Austrian helicopters to
begin an air assault mission to attack and
defend an operating base during Combined
Resolve II.

This was just the beginning of the train-
ing exercise for the 1st Battalion, 182nd In-
fantry Regiment and soldiers of the Austrian
Armed Forces.

“Everyone’s excited to be here and work-
ing with multinational forces,” said 1st Lt.
Benjamin Welch, of C Company, 182nd In-
fantry Regiment.

Combined Resolve 11 is a U.S. Army Eu-
rope-directed multinational exercise at the
Joint Multinational Training Command’s
Grafenwoehr and Hohenfels Training Ar-
eas, May 15-June 30. The exercise includes
more than 4,000 participants and will train
the U.S. Army’s European Rotational Force
alongside allies and partners from 14 Euro-
pean countries.

The training provided the U.S. and Aus-
trian troops with an opportunity to become a
smart, adaptable and capable unified unit.

“There’s always challenges because you

R ey

i f Jr '..

PHOTO BY SGT. BETHANY MCMEANS

Sgt. Robert Krassnig, of the Austrian Armed Forces, does security for his squad after being dropped off
by Austrian and U.S. helicopters during Combined Resolve I1.

obviously have your language barrier and
they [NATO and partner-nation forces] op-
erate on a slightly different standard,” said
Welch.

Staff Sgt. David Duhart, of Charlie Com-
pany, agreed.

“This [training] broadens your views on

We are proud of our
Soldiers and Veterans

how other armies and other cultures handle
situations,” he said.

Combined Resolve Il helps to develop
technical and tactical interoperability among
U.S.,, NATO and partner-nation forces,
which was displayed when Austrian and
U.S. aircraft dropped the Soldiers off at the
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beginning of the mission, and when the Aus-
trians provided communications to call in air
support and other types of support during the
mock battle.

“It’s quite awesome working with other
countries because you learn so much,” said
Sgt. Robert Krassnig, of the Austrian forces.

Krassnig added that the need for training
events such as this are essential because of
the uncertainty of situations in today’s world,
so that when the time comes, all of the forces
will have to work together to accomplish the
mission.

Although there are differences between the
different countries that are participating in
the Combined Resolve I exercise, the more
training the forces do together, the more ben-
eficial, said Cpl. Daniel Rothedeutsch, Aus-
trian forces.

He added that the language barrier dur-
ing the training improves over time as the
various countries spend more time with each
other.

For more information on Combined Re-
solve 11, go to the official exercise website at
www.eur.army.mil/jmtc/CombinedResolve
or check out the exercise on social media by
searching for #CombinedResolve or visiting
the 7th Army Joint Multinational Training
Command’s social media @7thArmyJMTC.
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3.49% APR"
10 year mortgage

No closing costs! No appraisal fees! No long approval times!

If you live, work, worship or attend school in most Wiregrass areas, you can join!
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REFINANCE WITH US!

3.99% APR"
15 year mortgage

Army Aviation Center

. Federal Credit Union

341 North Daleville Avenue, Daleville

(334) 598-4411

www.aacfcu.com

Bldg. 8937 Red Cloud Road, Fort Rucker Across from the Commissary
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